





Who Am I?

If your answer was the Rocky Mountain goat, you are
correct.

The Rocky Mountain goat (Oreamnos americanus) was
introduced in the Black Hills in 1924. There are
approximately 130 goats in the "Harney Range"; an area
including the Needles of Custer State Park, Harney Peak,
and the cliffs around Mount Rushmore. Occasionally, the
Rocky Mountain goat can even be seen on top of the four
faces or perhaps in the rubble pile below. Look closely,
you may be the lucky one to see these fascinating animals.

Mountain goats have beards, luxurious white fur, and
short black horns (both sexes) that curve slightly
backward. Their black hooves have pads which provide a
strong grip that enable goats to climb nearly vertical cliffs
with ease.

Goats are active from dawn to mid-morning and then
from late afternoon until dark, bedding down in shaded
spots from late morning to mid-afternoon.

The mating season is from October through December.
Young are born in May and June. In the Black Hills a
nanny gives birth to only one kid.
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The face of Jefferson was actually blocked out to the left of Washington. Because of variations in the rock, the
Jefferson face was removed in the summer of 1934. This caused a great setback of both time and money.

Sculpture Maintenance

The hard granite of Mount Rushmore is extremely
resistant to erosion or damage. Small cracks caused by
natural forces acting on the mountain for thousands of
years prior to its carving, however, were discovered

during construction of the memorial. Sculptor Gutzon
Borglum realized the damaging effects that could result
from water accumulating, freezing and expanding in these
cracks, and so devised a plaster mixture which was used to
fill the cracks. Each year since the memorial's completion,
National Park Service personnel perform a routine
inspection of the carving, still using Borglum's mixture to
reseal any of these cracks.
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Climbing and Hiking

Climbing is prohibited on Mount Rushmore. Observe
warning signs. Climbing on adjacent rock out-croppings
is permitted. Climbing is hazardous, even for the most
experienced climbers. ALL climbers are required to sign
out prior to and check in immediately following each
climb. Register at the visitor center information desk.

A U.S. Forest Service trailhead is located within the
Memorial. It is situated opposite the highway from the
parking lot. Ask a ranger about the trail system.

Worship Services

A Christian Ministry in the National Parks sponsors
interdenominational services each Sunday throughout the
summer. Services are held outdoors at 8:30 a.m. in the
Memorial amphitheater. Informal dress is appropriate for
services.

Keep the Black Hills Green

e Use Your Ash Trays

e Obey campground Regulations
concerning campfires

r rvice Sites near Mt
- Badlands: 105 mlles

» Devil's Tower: 130 miles

» Wind Cave: 40 miles

+ Jewel Cave: 35 miles
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Camping and
Accommodations

Camping is available at Custer State Park, the U.S.
Forest Service, and private campgrounds in the
surrounding area. Accommodations are available in
communities outside the park, the closest three miles away.

Weather

Mount Rushmore is best characterized as being
unpredictable. A foggy and rainy day may be followed by
sunny warm temperatures and vice versa. Warm days and
cool nights are common in the summer. For evening
programs it is best to bring a light jacket. Afternoon or
evening thundershowers are common in July and August.
These storms may occasionally bring damaging hail. On
occasion, fog will obscure any view of the Memorial. This
occurs on the average of 30 days per year.

Safety

TRAFFIC: The roads in the Black Hills may be steep and
contain curves. DRIVE SILOWLY! Adjust your speed
according to road conditions.

ALTITUDE: The Memorial is at an elevation of 5,250
feet. To avoid nausea, headaches, and heat exhaustion, eat
well, drink plenty of fluids, and rest when necessary.

LET ANIMALS FIND THEIR OWN FOOD: Many
squirrels, chipmunks, and birds are always eagerly looking
for a hand-out. Please don't feed the animals; they don't
mind chewing fingers.

STAY ON TRAILS: Climbing on rocks is dangerous and
causes erosion. Don't spoil a vacation with a fall. Please
stay on trails.

Geology

Over eons of time the Black Hills developed into an
island with its own climate and soils. At one time this part
of North America was covered by several inland seas
which retreated and advanced with the ages. Each sea left
behind its remains, layer building upon layer until pressure
transformed the material into rock.

About 60 million years ago, pressures from below
pushed layers up, creating an elongated dome 120 miles
long and 60 miles wide rising far above the prairie. The
erosive forces of wind and rain have since been wearing it
down and have exposed the core of the hills now revealed
as granite.

When driving from the edge of the hills towards the
center, each layer of rock can be seen. A hard sandstone
ridge forms an outer embankment encircling the hills.
Within lies softer sandstone in the form of a valley,
characterized by red soils. The hills then climb to a
broader plateau of limestone layers containing numerous
caves.

When the molten rock. pressed against the oldest and
deepest rock (shale), the heat and pressure transformed it
into harder rock called schist. This and the granite together
form the jagged center of the hills.

The Black Hills rise 3 to 4 thousand feet above the
surrounding plains. It was the overall appearance of a
dense forest when seen from a distance that gave the region
the Indian name "Paha Sapa" or "Hills Black".

Regulations
« Driving off the roads is prohibited.
Wear your seat belts. -
+ Leave rocks, animals and plants
» urbed snmhers can enjoy them.
s K@ep yﬂour‘pets leashed ,
Picnicking and fires are not penmtted
* No alcohoﬁc beverages.
» Overnight camping or parking prohubnted.
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'VISITOR CENTER

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m "Daily

May 10 to September 9.

SCULPTOR'S STUDIO September 6 to September 19

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Daily

May 10 to September 19 PARK TOURS _ : :
Inquire at Visitor Center Information Desk.

SCULPTOR-IN-RESIDENCE  June to September ,

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Daily :

May 24 to September 12 BEN FRANKLIN AND THE CONSTITUTION
8:30pm. ° : :
Saturday and Sunday ‘ =
May 23 to September 6 :

Special Populations

The special populations of America and the world are
ever-increasing. Here at Mount Rushmore, we have
attempted to keep up with those increases.

A retired telephone workers organization, The
Telephone Pioneers of America, provide shuttle service for
the elderly and the physically disadvantaged. The golf cart
meets visitors at our upper parking lot and transports them
to the Lincoln Borglum Visitor Center. If the golf cart is
not available, a wheelchair can be checked out from the
visitor center. It can be used for the duration of your stay.

The Mount Rushmore Evening Program, held in the
amphitheater, is also presented in the visitor center view
room. This program is reserved for those physically
unable to negotiate the stairways and their immediate
families. Other programs at the amphitheater and
presentations at the Sculptor's Studio are accessible by
automobile. Please contact a ranger at the Lincoln
Borglum Visitor Center for permission and proper
instructions.

Foreign visitors make up about 10% of the 2 million
visitors to Mount Rushmore each year; at least fourteen
countries are represented during a given summer. To
accommodate this special population, Mount Rushmore
has translated the 13-minute film--shown in the Lincoln
Borglum Visitor Center--into eight languages; Italian,
Spanish, French, German, Dutch, Japanese, Chinese, and
Norwegian. Mount Rushmore also has brochures
available in various languages. Brochures are provided to
visitors that speak Italian, French, German, Japanese, and
Spanish. These brochures can be obtained at the visitor
center information desk.

The hearing and sight impaired can also have an
enjoyable visit. A captioned film of Mount Rushmore -
The Shrine is shown continuously in our visitor center

view room. Furthermore, a braille and large print
brochure are available; ask a ranger.

Mount Rushmore represents the principles and ideals of
our present form of government. Providing services to
special populations is an effort to share these principles
with all people from America and around the world.

Park Tours

If you have the time and interest, perhaps a park tour is
just for you!

At various times daily throughout the summer, park
rangers will be conducting walks. These walks begin on
the visitor center view terrace and last approximately 30
minutes. You will see the site of Gutzon Borglum's first
studio as well as hear a talk on the Mount Rushmore
construction techniques. In addition, you will see the
Sculptor-In-Residence practicing his craft.

If you are interested in a tour, contact a park ranger for
times.

Avenue of Flags is a Popular Feature

Do you know how many flags are displayed on the
"Avenue of Flags"? What were the original 13 colonies?
Do you remember which state was first and which was last
to be admitted to the union?

The "Avenue of Flags" has sparked questions such as
these since their appearance in 1976. The flags were put
on display in celebration of America's Bicentennial of the
Declaration of Independence. Millions of visitors have
enjoyed the colorful display ever since and have exressed
their appreciation. Many look forward to finding their state
flag and perhaps taking a picture of it. The popularity of
the "Avenue of Flags" will continue as long as the flags are

waving in the wind. There are 56 flags displayed on the
"Avenue of Flags", SO states and 6 territories and
commonwealths. The original colonies included:

Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia,
Connecticut, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and
Rhode Island. The first state to be admitted was Delaware,

and the last Hawaii.

Have you found your state flag? If you are having
trouble, the flags are arranged in alphabetical order. A's
start near the parking lot, and W's are located down the
main trail toward the faces near the gift shop. If you have
any questions in locating your state, ask a park ranger.
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Lincoln Rededication
set for July Fourth

The year 1987 marks the 50th anniversary of the
dedication of the Lincoln figure on Mount Rushmore
National Memorial. John Gutzon Borglum, Sculptor of
Mount Rushmore, dedicated the Lincoln figure on
September 17, 1937. The date was also chosen to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Constitution of
the United States.

As the Nation focuses attention on Philadelphia and the
Bicentennial of the Constitution, July Fourth, Mount
Rushmore focuses attention on Abraham Lincoln's
presidency. The Memorial chose July Fourth to rededicate
the Lincoln figure and also to celebrate the Bicentennial of
the Constitution.

The planning at this time is as follows:

On July 2 plans are to have Orchestrations, Inc. (the
organization which raised money to produce the flag and
deliver it to Mount Rushmore) present the flag at a
ceremony at the Memorial Amphitheater. Highway 244
from Keystone (two miles to the visitor center) will be
closed from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. The flag 45' x 85' -- carried
on an original 1880 dray wagon and pulled by four
Percheron horses -- will be escorted to the visitor center.
The early morning festivities will include speakers and the
Shrine of Democracy Chorus of Rapid City will provide
some patriotic music.

On July 4 the rededication ceremony will begin with a
concert by the Strategic Air Command Band from Offutt
Air Force Base, in Nebraska, at 10 p.m. The Shrine of
Democracy Chorus will provide some song selections.
Following the opening ceremonies, television personality
Stefanie Kramer, will lead in singing the Star Spangled
Banner. Speakers will be of national stature to rededicate
the Lincoln figure. George Painter, Historian from
Lincoln Home National Site, will comment on Lincoln and
his role in preserving the Constitution. The Lincoln figure
will be unveiled at 11 a.m. mountain daylight time.

Speakers and special performances plus the Strategic
Air Command Band are scheduled at the July 3 and 4
evening lighting programs.

Benjamin Franklin
and the Constitut

Are you aware that in 1987 the United States
Constitution will be 200 years old?

Mount Rushmore will celebrate this event by presenting
a one act play entitled, "Ben Franklin and the
Constitution”. The excitement of Ben Franklin's
re]anonshxp to the writing of the Constitution lies in his
intimacy with those "founding fathers" who forged the
Nation.

"Ben Franklin and the Constitution" will be presented
Saturday and Sunday evenings beginning May 23 at 8:30
p.m., and ending September 6. There will be individual
performances on July 3 and September 17, the day the
United States Constitution was signed. The play will take
place in the Memorial amphitheater.

The production is written and directed by Graham
Thatcher and stars Dale Green - both of Rapid City, South
Dakota.

Funding is provided through grants by the Mount
Rushmore Mountain Company, Inc., the Mount Rushmore
National Memorial Society of Black Hills, and the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR).
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Sculptm In-Residence

Since its introduction in 1980, the
Sculptor-In-Residence Program has given millions of
visitors a chance to see and understand sculpturing
techniques Gutzon Borglum used in carving Mount
Rushmore. Carving methods used on Mount Rushmore
will be compared to today's contemporary sculpture. You
can even see actual sculpture work in progress and
possibly try your hand at it. The Sculptor-In-Residence
practices his craft outside near the Sculptor's Studio.



