
























































































































































































































































When questioned about the window in the plan, Lincoln Borglum
said that this was an early rendering--the window was left out in
later plans. Both the drawing of the hall and of the staircase aj
signed by Lincoln Borglum. There is no Gutzon Borglum signature-or
writing on either. Both plans are reproduced in this report (see
Illustrations 1 and 2).

An article in Ford Times for March 11, 1939, (in the possession
of Lincoln Borglum), lists a number of persons selected to give a
""message to posterity' in the Hall of Records. These persons are:

Ben Franklin Andrew Jackson

" Pocahantas Grover Cleveland
Chief Joseph Woodrow Wilson
Susan B. Anthony Calvin Coolidge
Franklin D. Roosevelt Sacajewea.

James Madison

This list includes several names not seen elsewhere, and indicates
some changes in Gutzon Borglum's thinking to include Indians and
‘women.

In October the interior of the model was closed to inspection,
sealed behind glass, and completely darkened, so that the entrance to
it looked just like the present Hall of Records in the mountain. The
Park Service staff at the memorial has, however, since October, open-
ed a doorway into the interior of the model and installed electric
lighting. They have also painted the entire interior white to make
it more visible. The original paint of the model was a dark blue,
in accordance with Gutzon's intention to use lapis mosaic on the in-
terior walls. Photos from the original model, found on transparencies
in Lincoln Borglum's collection, are included here for study (see
Illustrations 3 and 4).

A visit on December 5 to the memorial with the Borglums, Memorial
Superintendent Harvey Wickware, Park Historian Arnold Simmons, Park
Naturalist Eugene Koevenig, and Planner William Jones from the Denver
Service Center to study the model and discuss the plans for the Hall
. of Records resulted in some dimensions being noted. -At a scale of
2 inches to 1 foot, the model has the following dimensions and details:

. Door 20 feet high

12 feet wide
Step treads 17 inches by 2 inches
Facade 23 feet high

5-1/2 feet on each side of door

Entrance Hall depth 28 feet
column, 2-1/2 feet wide, 20 feet back into hall
height 20 feet
"baseboard or coping around floor to a height
of 12 inches
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Main Room ceiling 35 feet high
floor coping continued; 2-1/2 feet wide,
3 feet high
80 feet wide
100 feet long
frieze around entire room, 17 feet from floor,
4-1/2 feet wide to a height of 2-1/2 feet.

Lincoln Borglum, in explaining the model, said that the historic in-
scription would have been carved in the granite between the coping

and the frieze. The busts of persons selected for inclusion in the
hall would be placed on top of the coping between various inscriptions.
Bas reliefs in bronze would be fastened to the frieze. He did not
subscribe to the use of lapis mosaic or gilt . as his father had dis-
cussed.

No designs were ever worked out for the decorative details of
the facade, the frieze, or the doorway, or for the lighting of the
hall as Gutzon Borglum sometimes envisioned them. Lincoln said that
they had decided that the large window on the drawing was not feasible
in the granite. There were no details for the extra rooms shown in
the drawing, but Lincoln said that was where they planned to put the
records engraved on metal and sealed in capsules and bronze cabinets.
Lincoln stated that his father felt that the entire hallway should
not be sealed, but left open. Only the records should be sealed off
from inspection. Lincoln also said that he thought that the list
of historic events appearing in the original report by century was
probably his father's last thinking on the subject.

Lincoln Borglum told Bill Jones during this visit that he
(Lincoln) built the model in the then-new studio, where it remains,
about 1939, following the plans and instructions of his father. He
said that Ugo Villa had been instructed to do the job first, but
Villa wanted to do it in wood, which would have taken '"forever,' so
Villa was released from the project and Lincoln finished it. Lincoln
said this model represents the last proposal for the Hall of Records.

One very interesting fact uncovered during this study of Borglum's
clippings is the fact that the results of the 1935 essay contest are
imperfectly understood. According to the Chicago Daily News for Feb-
ruary 22, 1935, the essay contest grand prize winner was a Mr. Bradley.
Mr. Burkett, whose essay is memorialized in bronze at the memorial,
was winner of the college section of the contest. Copies of this
article have been sent to Mr. Wickware at the memorial.

Copies of all documentary material mentioned in this report, but
not included with it, such as the blueprints of the Grand Stairway,
are in the possession of the planning team and the Historic Preservation
Team at the Denver Service Center, as are copies of this report.
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AEBendix A

Chronology
Pre-1925 Stone Mountain, with Memorial Hall
1925-1930 Mount Harney Memorial Association

First dedication of memorial, October 1925
Unveiling of Washington head, Coolidge present, August 1927
Entablature plans
Borglum's first contract written, 1928
First Federal money secured, formation of First
Mount Rushmore Memorial Commission, February 1929

1930 Dedication of Washington figure
Coolidge-Borglum entablature hassle
First Borglum discussion of Hall of Records

1933 Executive Order from FDR placing Mount Rushmore under
National Park Service

1935 Discussion of Hall of Records with Norbeck, etc.
1936 National Park Service administration

Dedication of Jefferson figure
Hall of Records and Grand Staircase planned

1937 Dedication of Lincoln figure

1938 Second Mount Rushmore Commission formed, National Park
Service administration ended, authority given to
Borglum

Drilling begun on Hall of Records

1939 Administration of memorial returned to Park Service by
Executive Order, FDR; Borglum given full respon-
sibility only for carving figures

Dedication of Roosevelt figure
First official knowledge of Hall of Records, August 4

1940 Final Congressional appropriation
1941 Death of Borglum, March 6
’ Law passed for burial crypt for Borglum using private
money
1942 Second Commission expires, no money raised for crypt
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1943

1945

1950

1960

1964

1971

Borglum buried in California
Senator Case renews interest in Mount Rushmore crypt

Reactivation of Mount Rushmore National Memorial
Commission

Surge of interest in Hall of Records led by Senator
Case

Dedication of new visitor center, terrace, etc. at
memorial

Resurgence of interest in Hall of Records
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Appendix B

Persons Involved in Development
of Mount Rushmore National Memorial
Mount Harney Memorial Association
1925

Chairman, Governor Gunderson
Vice Chairman, Senator Norbeck
Secretary, Parmely

Treasurer, Bennett

1927

Chairman, Governor Bulow

Vice Chairman, Senator Norbeck
Secretary, Doane Robinson
Treasurer, Schnieder

First Mount Rushmore National Memorial Commission, 1929

John Boland, South Dakota

Charles M. Day, South Dakota

D. B. Gurney, South Dakota

Charles R. Crane, New Yotk
Joseph S. Cullinan, Texas Co.

Hale Holden, Southern Pacific R. R.
Lorine J. Spoonts, Texas

Frank O. Lowden, Illinois

Julius Rosenwald, Sears Roebuck
Fred W. Sargent, Chicago and Northwestern R. R.
William Williamson, South Dakota
Royal Johnson, South Dakota

Doane Robinson, South Dakota, 1930

Second Mount Rushmore National Memorial Commission, 1938

Key Pittman
William McReynolds

~ John Townsend
Senator George Norris
Senator William Bulow
Representative Kent Keller
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Russell Arundel

L. B. Hanna
William Williamson
Eugene F. McDonald
Isabella Greenway
Herman Oliphant
Lorine Spoonts

Mount Rushmore National Memorial Society formed as a money raising
group, 1930 '

Cullinan
Robinson
Boland, etc.

became the Mount Rushmore National Memorial and Black Hills Society,
and in 1950 became the Mount Rushmore Badlands and Black Hills Society

Park Service Officials
A. E. Demaray
John L. Nagle
Julian C. Spotts
Arno Cammerer
Horace Albright
- Howard W. Baker

U. S. Treasury Department

George W. Storck

Borglums
Gutzon

Mary Mongomery, his wife _
Lincoln, his son, assistant, first superintendent of Memorial
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Appendix C

Federal Legislation Concerning Mount Rushmore

March 3, 1925:

First Federal authorization allowing carving on Mount Harney. Did
not name Borglum or the figures to be carved, or provide any fund-
ing. Originally gave National Commission on Fine Arts Review of de-
sign, but provision deleted.

February 22, 1929:

Public Law.805

Created first Mount Rushmore National Memorial Commission. Provided
$250,000 on matching basis to carve four figures and entablature to
be written by Coolidge.

June 6, 1938:

H.R. 10462.

Created Second Mount Rushmore National Memorial Commission. Pro-
vided $300,000 for the completion of the memorial. No mention of
Hall of Records in bill. '

2nd Deficiency Appropriation Act of 1941:
Legislated commission out of existence after June 30, 1942. 77th
Cong. 1st sess., pp. 954-56.

July 11, 1941:
Act to provide for construction of suitable crypt at Mount Rushmore
for Mr. and Mrs. Borglum, signed by Franklin D. Roosevelt. No pub-
lic money to be used, private money never found.

1943:

Defunct commission revived to try to raise money for crypt. Arundel
chairman. No action taken.
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Illustration 1.

Plan of the Grand Staircase, Mount
Rushmore National Memorial.






Illustration 2.

Plan of the Hall of Records,
Mount Rushmore National Memorial.
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Il1lustrations 3 and 4.

Original Model, Hall of Records,
Mount Rushmore National Memorial.
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