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Emerald Mound, located at milepost 10.3, was a ceremonial mound built by ancestors of the Natchez Indians.

The Ceremonial Center Located about 10 miles northeast of Natchez, Mississippi, Emerald Mound is the
second-largest Mississippian Period ceremonial mound in the United States, surpassed
only by Monk’s Mound near Cahokia, Illinois. Built and used between the years 1200
C.E. (current era) and 1730 C.E., this 35-foot-high mound covers eight acres and
measures 770 feet by 435 feet at its base. Two secondary mounds sit atop the primary
mound, bringing the total height to approximately 60 feet. The larger one at the west
end measures 190 feet by 160 feet by 30 feet high. Early records suggest there were six,
smaller mounds located along the sides of the primary mound, but visual evidence of
these smaller mounds has long since disappeared.

Building the Mound The builders of these flat-topped mounds baskets, and walk back to their village. Baskets
are called Mississippians, named for the would have been emptied, soil stomped down,
concentration of their villages and mounds in and the process repeated over and over again
the Mississippi River Valley. to create a mound that was 35 feet high. How

many people, how many hours, days, or even
Imagine groups of people walking with empty years of labor were put into creating this mound?
baskets, looking for the perfect location to
collect soil for building the mounds. Once There are many mysteries that remain regarding

found, they may have used digging sticks or their =~ mound construction.
own two hands to collect soil, load up their

Hernando de Soto and When explorer Hernando de Soto passed Nearly all the villages and ceremonial centers

Emerald Mound through the southeastern quarter of North that de Soto’s men had seen were abandoned
America in the 1540s, the American Indians by the late 1600s. The rapid decline of the
comprising the Mississippian culture were Mississippian culture was likely the result of
still numerous and powerful. We know the several factors including disease introduced

o temple mounds were still in use, because by de Soto and his men, the intrusion of

Spanish horsemen documented riding up to Europeans on these communities, and internal
their flat tops. When the French came to the strife resulting from the disintegration of their
area around 1700, the Natchez people and social order. The people did not disappear, but
other local cultures still followed the traditional adapted to deal with the population loss.

Mississippian way of life.

Archeology at Emerald The first archaeological excavations at Emerald Service in 1950, and in 1989 it was designated a
Mound Mound occurred in 1838 with periodic National Historic Landmark.
investigations continuing until 1972, Through
these excavations, we are able to learn more The mound first appears in travel and study
about the people who built the mounds. In accounts in 1801; during the 19th century it
the mid 20th century, natural erosion of the was known as the Seltzertown site, named
secondary mounds became such a problem that after a nearby town that has since disappeared.
the uppermost platform slopes were stabilized It acquired the current name from Emerald
by restoring and sodding the surface. Emerald Plantation, on which property the site was

et el Mound was turned over to the National Park located in the 1850s.
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