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Mount Locust, milepost 15.5 on the Natchez Trace Parkway.

Built in 1779, Mount Locust is the oldest surviving

stand (inn) on the Natchez Trace Parkway. The

Parkway, which commemorates the historic travel
route from Natchez, Mississippi to Nashville,

Tennessee, was most heavily used by the boatmen of

the Ohio River Valley. In the late 1700s and early

1800s, this land travel route provided a direct route

home for the "Kaintucks". A day's walk, or about 15

miles from Natchez, brought them to Mount Locust.

Located on the edge of the wilderness. Mount Locust

provided temporary shelter from rain, biting insects,

animals, and the occasional outlaw found on the Old

Trace. Travelers paid 25 cents for a meal of corn

mush and milk and a place to sleep on the porches

and grounds.

Today visitors to Mount Locust (milepost 15.5) can

walk the grounds, see the home, and walk on the Old

Trace. Restrooms, exhibits, an information center,

and bookstore are on site. Admission is free.




