
MARINER'S HOME
On Johnny Cake Hill, just north of the

Seamen's Bethel, stands the Mariner's
Home. It was built in 1787 as a private
residence for William J. Rotch, Jr. on what
is now the corner of William and Water

Streets.

In 1850 it was offered to the Port

Society by Mrs. Sarah Rotch Arnold, wife
of James Arnold, to be used as a home for
mariners. The expense of relocating it was
paid for by Mr. Arnold with the stipulation
that the Ladies Branch of the Port Society
would provide $3,000 for furnishing the
home.

It opened in 1851 and later, until the
death of Chaplain Charles S. Thurber in
1955, the chaplains and their families
would be residents and caretakers of the

Mariner's Home.

When transient seamen—^whether

they are outward bound on a voyage, or
just returning—desire a clean and whole
some place to stop for a while, these "Sons
of Neptune" are made welcome in the
Mariner's Home, which is dedicated to the
shelter and comfort of the men "that go
down to the Sea in Ships; that do business
in great waters."
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Seamen's Bethel

THE WHALEMAN'S CHAPEL

OF MELVILLE'S "MOBY DICK"

15 JOHNNY CAKE HILL

NEW BEDFORD, MA 02740




