
Travellng photogra· 
phers arrived in Nez 
Perce Country at a time 
of transition for the tribe. 
In the last years of the 
19th century the reser· 

vation system was trl· 
umphant and young Nez 
Perce were learning 
white ways in boarding 
schools run by 

The 38 sites of Nez Perce National Histor-
ical Park are located in north-central Washing· 
ton, northeast Oregon, north-central Idaho, 
and western Montana. This area has a 
great d iversity of topography, rainfall, veg­
etation, and scenery, ranging from the 
semi-arid regions of Washington, to the 
lush high mountain meadows of Idaho and 
Oregon, to the prairies of Montana. 

Touring this park is unlike traveling in most 
parks, for this one is as much an idea as it 
is actual physical property. In some cases 
the idea is the stronger force, for the physi­
cal remains of the past have either disap­
peared or the original appearance has been 
greatly altered. Through the diversity of the 
sites and the gradual accumulation of in­

formation as you tour them, you can come 
to appreciate the human history of 
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this region. A driving tour of 22 of the 
sites is shown on a map on t he reverse 
side of this folder. A map showing the other 
16 sites, most of which were added to the 
park in 1992, is below. 

Par k headquarters is located at Spalding, 
11 miles east of Lewiston. Stop at the visi­
tor center to orient yourself to the park and 
its story. The uniformed staff can answer 
your questions, whether they pertain to the 
history of the region and the Nez Perce or 
how to get around and find t he services 
you need. The visitor center contains a mu­
seum of Nez Perce exhibits and artifacts 
and an auditorium where films are shown 
and interpretive talks given. 

Interpretive shelters at East Kamiah and 
White Bird Battlefield tell the story of 
events at each location. The shelter at 
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churches and the gov· 
ernment. Yet the cam­
era shows that the pull 
of tradition was still 
strong. These pictures, 
almost all of them 

White Bird presents a panoramic view of 
the battlefield. From this point you can get 
an Idea of how the battle occurred and how 
skillfully the Nez Perce used the ter rain to 
defeat the U.S. Army. At East Kamiah the 
exhibits explain the Heart of the Monster­
the Place of Beg inning where the Nez 
Perce people sprang from the drops of 
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posed, show Ne;z: Perce 
people In their tradition­
al finery looking straight 
at the photographer and 
proud of their culture 

even though their way of 
life had been changed 
forever by miners, log· 
gers, fanners, and 
townspeople from other 
cultures. Sitting for the 

blood squeezed from the monster's heart. 
An audio station recounts the legend. Pic­
nic tables and restrooms are located here. 

Nez Perce National Historical Park is 
administered by the National Park Service, 
U.S. Department of t he Interior. For more 
information, write to the superintendent, 
whose address is P.O. Box 93, Spalding, ID 
83551. 

Major highways lead into the area. U.S. 2 
and U.S. 12 are the major east -west routes , 
and U.S. 89, U.S. 93, U.S. 95, and U.S. 195 
are the major north-south routes. Airlines 
provide daily service to Bozeman, Mont.; 
Spokane, Wash.; and Lewiston, Idaho. 
Greyhound Bus L ines also serves the 

region. The nearest rail passenger connec· 
tions are at Spokane, Wash.; Pendleton, 
Ore.; and Boise, Idaho. 

Nez Perce Country 

When Nez Perce NatlOllal 
HISloncal Park was creat­
ed n 1965 ~ consasted of 
24 srtes scattered across 
north central Iden>. Four 
of the Sites were adminis­
tered by the Nabonal Park 
Service and remaining 20 
were a mixture of other 

· ....fedei:al,-!ocal, arie private 
sites. In 1992 an addition­
al 14 sites were added in 
the adjoining states of 
Oregon, Washington, and 
Montana. Currently agree­
ments with the property 
owners are being worked 
out to provide for public 
access to eaeh area. Be­
fore you visit these sites, 
check with the park staff 
to make sure that you do 
not unwittingly trespass 
on private property. 

The original 24 sites are 
described on the back 
side of this folder and 
shown on the map. ex­
cept for sites 23 and 24 
which are located on the 
map at left. Sites newly 
authorized are descnbed 
here by state and located 
on the map at left. 

Idaho 
Buffalo Eddy The que 
petrOgMJhs of • s area 
are evidence cl the on­
gevity of the Nez Perce 
and are important to pre­
serve for the educat100 of 
tuture generations. Defac­
ing archeological property 
is a federal offense. 

Camas Meadows Battle 
Site After the tragedy at 
Big Hole, the Nez Perce 
gained time by stop­
ping the advance of the 
troops, stealing more 
than 200 of their pack 
mules and horses, and 
bringing the amiy's for­
ward momentum to a 
halt. 

Hasotino Village Site 
Hasotino was inhabited 
until the end of the 19th 
century and was located 
near an important eel 
fishery. 

Looking Glass' 1sn 
Campsite The Looking 
Glass Band tned to re­
main neutral in the con­
flict between the Army 
and the non-treaty Nez 
Perce. The Arrrry did not 
trust them and attacked 

camera then was not as 
casual as it is now. For 
some of these ~. 
this perhaps was the 
only time that they wQre 

photographed and they 
wanted to be seen at 
their best. The four 
women, Chief Joseph 
(far left), and the war 
chiefs appear in tradi-

Towns where you can find motels are wide­
ly scattered, so think about your night's 
lodging ahead of time. Tourist accommo­
dations, restaurants , grocery stores, and 
service stations are located throughout the 
region. Many towns have outfitter stores 
for those p lanning to travel in the back· 
country. Local information centers can help 
you find services and facilities. 

Opportunities for bac kpacking and camp­
ing are almost unlimited. The National 
Forests in the four states have many trails 
and campgrounds. The Army Corps of 
Engineers has some day-use parks along 
the Snake and Clearwater rivers in 
Lewiston and C larkston and a camp 
ground at Dworshak Reservoir on the 

North Fork of the Clearwater River. 

the age destroying it 
and steal ng reds of 
horses l..<X*-lg 6-s 
regarded IS as trelldlery 
and ned the others 
3galflst he Amil 

Tolo Lake The non­
treaty bands congregated 
at this ancient~cil .site 
before moving onto the 
newly reduced reserva­
tion. 

Montana 
Big Hole National Bat­
tlefield On the morning 
ot August 9, 1sn, u.s. 
troopS ~the Nez 
Perce who had crossed 
the Bdterroots 11y.ng to 
evade capb.re. Between 
60 and 90 Nez Perce 
men, women, and chi· 
dren were kl ed. The 
Army lost 29 soders and 
40 wounded. The V1S11or 
center IS open every diY 
of the year except Jal'Y­
ary 1. ThanksgMng, efld 
December 25. 

Canyon Creek After 
emefgtng from Yellow• 
stone National Park, the 
Nez Perce were pursued 
by cava«y. In a rear guard 
acbon the Neoz: Perce 

were able 
to gain 
time by 
success­
fully stop­
ping the 
pursuing 
troops. 

Bear P<>w Battle­
field Just 40 miles 
short of the Canadian 
border, the Nez Perce 
were besieged by the 
Army and forced to sur· 
render on October 5, 
1877. They had traveled 
1,500 miles in the 3 
months since the first 
skiITTJishes. 

Oregon 
Dug Bar At this tradition­
al crossing ot the Snake, 
Joseph and his band 
crossed the river in 1877 
as they left their homes in 
Oregon for the reserva­
tion in Idaho. 

Joseph Canyon View­
point This was one of the 
winter homes of the Nez 
Perce. Tradition holds 
that Chief Joseph was 
born in a cave along the 
east bank of the creek. 

tional Nez Perce cloth­
ing. In the photograph at 
far right can be seen the 
seeds of change: the 
woman stands in the 

doorway to her tradi­
tional dwelling wearing 
clothing made of manu­
factured cloth and a 
machine-made broom 
leaning against the wall. 

Many of the Dworshak campsites can be 
reached only by boat. The Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, and Washingto n state parks in the 
area also have campgrounds. For those 
who wish a t rip deep into the forest, Nez 
Perce Country offers several w ilderness 
and p r imitive areas that are among t he 
largest and most stunning in the 48 con­
tiguous states . They are admin istered by 
the Forest Servic e , U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. For more information, write to: 
Nez Perce National Forest, Route 2, Box 
475, Grangeville , ID 83530. Private camp· 
grounds also can be found throughout the 
area. Some provide utility hookups and 
dump stations. 

Old Chief Joseph's 
Graveslte The remains 
of the elder Chief Joseph 
were reburied here in 
1926. Nearby are the 
graves of other Nez Perce 
and some settlers. The 
site is in the Wallowa Val­
ley, homeland of this par­
ticular Nez Perce band. 

Traditional Homesite In 
1871 Old Chief Joseph 
died at this summer 
campsite for the Wallowa 
band. This landscape has 
changed little from the 
days before contact with 
the white people. 

Washington 
Burial Site of Chief 
Joseph the Younger 
In 1885, 8 years after the 

surrender 
at Bear 

Paw, Chief 
Joseph and 

his band 
were allow­

ed to return 
to the North-

west from Indian 
l"ea:ltaq.' (Qlclahorna,), 
but never to the Wallo­
was. Joseph spent his 

remaining years on the 
Colville Reservation and 
died here in 1904. 

Nez Perce Campsites 
Even in exile on a reser­
vation that was not in 
their homeland, the Nez 
Perce continued their tra­
ditional way of life, refus­
ing to live in houses built 
by the U.S. government. 
These were their winter 
and summer homes and 
were the last places 
where Joseph lived. 
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Camas Prairie Visitor Center, Spalding 

Touring Nez Perce Country 
Twenty-four separate sites 
constitute Nez Perce 
National Historical Park. 
Road markers indicate 
when you are approach-
ing one of them. Two 
crossed feathers indicate 
the National Park Service 
number for the site. A 
complete tour of all the 
sites is about a 400-mile 
trip, so you may want to 
tour only segments. Most 
of the sites are along busy 
highways, so be careful 
as you pull off and on 
the road. The locations 
of sites 23 and 24 are 
shown on the small map 
on the front side of this 
folder. 

1. Donald MacKenzie's 
Pacific Fur Company 
Trading Post 
Somewhere on the north 
shore of the Clearwater-
the exact site is unknown-
Donald MacKenzie estab-
I ished a trading post in 
August 1812. The post 
was part of John Jacob 

Astor"s plan to counter 
the work of the North 
West Company and of 
Hudson·s Bay Company. 
The effort, however, failed 
and MacKenzie sold out 
to the British. 

2. Coyote's Fishnet 
Nez Perce tradition 
abounds with tales of· the 
exploits of Coyote. Once 
he was fishing with a 
large net in the Clearwa-
ter. Black Bear happened 
to come by and angered 
Coyote, who stalked out 
of the water, hurled his 
fishnet up on the hill to 
the south side, flung 
Black Bear far up the hill 
on the north side, and 
turned him into stone. 
Both are still visible. 

3. Ant and Yellowjacket 
This legend also deals 
with Coyote. who tried to 
settle an argument 
between Ant and Yellow-
jacket. They paid no 
attention to Coyote, so 
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he turned them to stone 
just as their backs were 
arched with their jaws 
locked in combat. 

4. Spalding 
Henry and Eliza Spalding 
established a mission 
here, close to today's park 
headquarters. 

5. Spalding Home 
Henry and Eliza Spalding 
first settled in th is gen-
eral area when they 
arrived in Nez Perce 
Country in November 
1836. 

6. Northern Idaho Indian 
Agency 
As part of treaty agree-
rnents, the U.S. Govern-
rnent set up an agency 
to oversee the terms of 
the treaties. Originally 
located at Spalding, the 
agency was mocated n 
1904 to the ste of Fort 
Lapwai. 

Heart of the Monster, East Kamiah 

7. Fort Lapwai U.S. Army and volunteers 
In the fall of 1862, a here on July 3 and 5. 
detachment of volunteers 1877. the main body of 
arrived in the Lapwai val- the Nez Perce was able 
ley, south of Spalding ·s to flee to the east into 
mission. and chose a loca- the valley of the Middle 
tion for the ir fort. This Fork of the Clearwater. 
duplex officers' quarters 
at the southwest end of 11. Weis Rockshelter 
the parade ground was More than 8,000 years 
built in 1883. ago humans first made 

this home. The locale was 
8. Craig Donation Land continuously inhabited 
Claim unti l about 600 years ago, 
This is the site of the when these ancestors of 
first c laim by a white set- the Nez Perce probably 
tier in Idaho. William Craig moved to the mouth of 
was a mountain man, an Rocky Canyon . a short 
interpreter, and friend of distance away. The site 
the Nez Perce. is 7 miles from U.S. 95 

on a gravel road. 
9. St. Joseph's Mission 
This was the first Roman 12. Camas Prairie 
Catholic mission among Here. where wheat fields 
the Nez Perce. It was stretch to the horizon 
dedicated on September today, camas lilies once 
8. 187 4, b\I Father Joseph grew m great profusion. 
Cataldo. who had built rt. Camas bulbs were a major 

food source for the Nez 
10. CoHonwood Perce, and they came 
Skirmishes here rn late spnng and 
After sk1rm1shes with the early summer to dig them. 
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St. Joseph's Mission 

It was from a camp near 
Tolo Lake. wh ich can be 
seen in the distance to 
the northwest, that three 
young Nez Perce rode 
off on a ra id that was the 
prelude to war. 

13. White Bird Battlefield 
On June 17, 1877, the 
first battle of the Nez 
Perce War was fought 
here. Thirty-four soldiers 
were killed, whi le the Nez 
Perce lost none. At the 
v isitor center in Spalding, 
you can buy a pamphlet 
that wil l direct you on 
the self-guiding auto tour 
of the battlefield. 

14. Clearwater Battlefield 
On July 11 Gen. 0. 0. 
Howard crossed the 
Clearwater and hoped to 
take the Nez Perce by 
surprise His hopes came 
to naught. and the fight-
ing ended wrth the Nez 
Perce withdrawing 
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a. Tour stop 
See the narrative text at 
the top- of this map for 
descriptions of the 
ihdivijlual tour stops. 
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15. East Kamiah 1g. Lenore 22. Musselshell Meadow 
This is the location of For perhaps 10,000 years For many generations. 
the Heart of the Monster, this site has been inhab- Nez Perce have come 
the place of creation in ited by Nez Perce and here in the late spring to 
Nez Perce mythology. An their ancestors. dig the bulb of the camas 
aud io station nearby tells lily, a major food source. 
the legend. 20. Weippe Prairie 

This was a root-gathering 23. and 24. Lolo Trail and 
16. Asa Smith Mission place for the Nez Perce. Pass 
In April 1839 Rev. and It was here on Septem- This historic Nez Perce 
Mrs. Asa Smith estab- ber 20, 1805, that Lewis trail (see map on other 
lished a mission in the and Clark first met the side), used by Lewis and 
Kamiah area. Unsuited Nez Perce. During the Clark in 1805 and 1806, 
to the demands of such 1877 War, the Nez Perce extends roughly from 
work, the Smiths left in came here after the Bat- near Weippe to Lola Pass. 
1841 . tie of the Clearwater and In many places the exact 

held a council to decide route is unknown. U.S. 
17. Lewis and Clark Long what to do . 12 closely parallels the 
Camp route. During the 1877 
Here Lewis and Clark 21. Pierce War the Nez Perce fol-
camped in the spring of One site here marks the lowed the trail to Lola 
1806 whi le they waited spot, at the north end of Pass and on into Mon-
for the snow in the moun- town, of the fi rst gold tana. The U.S. Forest Ser-
lain passes to melt. strike by W. F. Bassett in vice maintains a seasonal 

September 1 860. The visitor center at Lalo Pass 
18. Canoe Camp Along the Clearwater River other site of interest is and the Lochsa H istori-
At this srte Lewrs and the old Shoshone County cal Ranger Station on 
Clark res1ed and bu It courthouse, one block U.S. 12, east. 
canoes of hol owed-out east of Main Street, corn-
logs for the final leg of pleted in 1862. 
thetr tnp to the Pacific 
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Caution 
Before hiking or driving the 
Lolo Motorway, contact the 
U.S. Forest Service at Oro-

.......... nno, ....,..._..._......_...,.,__ 
Powell Ranger Station for 
information on current con· 
ditions. The 160-kilometer 
(1 OQ..mile) unpaved road is 
1rteep. and rugged and a trip 
normally takes two days. No 
facilities are available. 

To E!JLoioTrail 

Pilot Knob'!il 




