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ABSTRACT 

This report describes historical and archeological investigations 
at the Canyon Rim Visitor Center development area, New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia. Contained in investment properties 
and then in subsistence farms until the 1870s, by 1900 the project 
area appears to have been divided into small properties owned by 
coal miners and farmers. Between 1910 and 1928, a cluster of worker 
housing, referred to as New Town, was presumably constructed by the 
Ames Mining Company. Most of these houses were abandoned by the 
mid-1940s; those that survived were razed in the 1970s for 
construction of Route 19, which bisects the project area. Besides 
the worker housing represented by New Town, there were four 
farmhouses, occupied by Hicks, Minnix, Duncan, and Bobbitt, that 
were demolished in the 1970s. A cemetery of unmarked graves was 
relocated from the project area in 1971. According to one 
informant, the unmarked cemetery was itself the result of a 
relocation that occurred in 1939 or 1940 when the Ames Mining 
Company built a new tipple. The archeological survey and testing 
program for the development area, which included the examination 
of several adjacent rockshelters, did not locate any prehistoric 
remains or undisturbed historic deposits. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Cultural Resource Group of Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. 
(LBA) conducted a historical overview and archeological survey of 
proposed facility improvements at the Canyon Rim Visitor Center, 
New River Gorge National River, Fayette County, West Virginia. 
These investigations were performed through an indefinite 
quantities contract between LBA and the National Park Service 
(NPS), Denver Service Center. The objectives of the historical 
research, Work Order No. 7, were to characterize the historical 
development in the project area and assess cultural resource 
potential. Of particular concern was the possibility that human 
remains might be present within the area of direct impact, as 
unmarked graves had been encountered during construction in 1971. 
The archeological survey, conducted under Work Order No. 17, 
included a surface inspection and selected shovel testing. 

Historical research was conducted in West Virginia between February 
21 and March 3, 1989. Information was collected at the following 
agencies and repositories: Park Headquarters and Land Office of the 
New River Gorge National River, Oak Hill; Fayette County Clerk's 
Office, Fayette County Courthouse, Fayetteville; Fayette County 
Circuit Court Office, Fayette County Courthouse; Fayette County Tax 
Assessor's Office, Fayetteville; West Virginia State Archives, 
Charleston; and the West Virginia Historic Preservation Office, 
Charleston. 

Research included examination of titles and deeds, maps and 
atlases, census records, and local histories. A Cultural Research 
Project; The New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. Vol. 
II, edited by Paul D. Marshall (1981), was of particular importance 
in establishing the principal themes in the historic development 
of this area. This material was augmented by informant interviews 
with Lowell ("Uncle Bud") Kincaid, Morris Hatfield, and Anna 
("Babe") Woods. 

Dr. Amy Friedlander was Principal Investigator for the historical 
research project and Dr. Michael Alterman was the Principal 
Investigator for the archeological survey. Dr. Friedlander and Dr. 
Alterman were the senior authors of this report. Ingrid Wuebber 
conducted historical research and informant interviews in West 
Virginia. The archeological field survey was conducted from May 3 0 
through June 8, 1989. The Field Director was John Martin and the 
Field Archeologists were Ricardo Fernandez-Sardino and James 
Hirsch. 

All work was conducted according to NPS guidelines, including NPS-
28 (Cultural Resources Management Guideline), and the instructions 
and intents set forth in the National Historic Preservation Act, 
as amended, and the Procedures for the Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties (36 CFR 800). 
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II. PROJECT SETTING AND PREHISTORIC BACKGROUND 

The project area is located near the northern boundary of the New 
River Gorge National River, about two miles northeast of 
Fayetteville in Fayette County, West Virginia (Figures 1, 2, and 
3). The closest town to the project area is Lansing. The study 
area, which straddles Route 19, is being developed as part of the 
Canyon Rim Visitor Center. 

New River Gorge is within the Appalachian Mountain Province 
(Fenneman 1938). A 52-mile section of the river was incorporated 
into the National Park System in 1978. The depth of the gorge, 
which cuts through hard stratified sandstone, ranges from 600 to 
1400 feet, with steep slopes of 30 to 35 degrees. The width of the 
gorge ranges from only 0.5 miles at the north end near Canyon Rim 
to just over one mile at the southern end of the gorge (Englund et 
al. 1977:4) . 

In the northern park area, the uplands are broad and fairly level, 
extending almost to the canyon rim. The elevation of the ridgetop 
on which the visitor facilities are situated ranges from 1,720 to 
1,800 feet above mean sea level. The river elevation in this 
vicinity is approximately 820 feet above mean sea level. Bottomland 
is very restricted in this portion of the river. Soils found on the 
ridgetops and mountainsides in the project area are classified in 
the DeKalb and Gilpin series. These are well-drained soils that are 
derived from sandstone and shale bedrock, respectively. The 
majority of mapped soil units have slopes ranging from 10 to 2 0 
percent (USDA 1975) . 

The uplands are dissected by numerous streams. Two unnamed first-
order streams cross the project area. Some cliff overhangs, which 
are common along upland streams, have produced evidence of 
prehistoric use (Fuerst 1981a). The one recorded prehistoric site 
within the project area, 46Fall9, is associated with a rock 
overhang. 

Site 46Fall9 is described as a limited activity rockshelter. No 
temporally diagnostic artifacts have been reported from this site. 
This absence is typical of other known prehistoric sites near the 
project area, with the exceptions of a single Late Archaic 
Susquehanna point from 4 6Fal04 and some Late Woodland Buck Garden 
ceramics from 46Fa90 and 46Fa91 (Strunk Rockshelters #1 and #2), 
dated circa 500-1000 A.D. (Fuerst 1981b; Maslowski and King 
1983:73). An overview of prehistoric chronology and aboriginal 
occupation in the New River Gorge region is provided by Fuerst 
(1981a). 
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FIGURE 1: New River Gorge National River Study Area 
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FIGURE 2: Project Location 
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FIGURE 3: Project Area SOURCE: U.S.G.S. Map, Fayetteville, WV Quadrangle, 1976 
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III. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The following synopsis of historical development in the project 
area is based on Marshall's (1981) careful study of the New River 
Gorge National River area. 

Initial exploration of the river by Europeans dates to the mid-to-
late seventeenth century, when several hardy souls attempted to 
find a water passage west to the "South Sea." These expeditions 
were followed by fur-seeking parties in the eighteenth century. By 
1748, Draper's Meadows had been established near the present town 
of Blacksburg, Virginia. The earliest settlement within the 
National River boundaries was founded by Peter Bowyer in 1798 and 
is believed to have been located on New River at the mouth of Manns 
Creek. Bowyer established a ferry, and the small settlement, first 
known as Bowyers Ferry, developed into an important industrial town 
called Sewell. Other early settlements in the vicinity were Ansted 
(ca. 1790), Fayetteville (1818-1825), Glen Ferris (1812), and 
Quinnimont (1827) (Donnelly 1958:14; Marshall 1981:135-137). 

Occupation of lands proceeded slowly, in part due to the rugged 
terrain and in part due to intense conflicts with the Shawnee. 
Sovereignty over this area was disputed by both the French and the 
English, who achieved temporary resolution of their imperial 
differences at the conclusion of the French and Indian War in 1764. 
The subsequent Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1768) mediated the conflict 
between the English and the Six Nations. The Shawnee, however, 
contested the claim by the Six Nations over this area and launched 
raids against the new settlements until the end of the eighteenth 
century (Marshall 1981:138-139). 

Initial land acquisitions were quite large. The first recorded land 
survey in Fayette County was issued to Henry Banks in 1785 for 
40,680 acres on the New River. By 1800, approximately 70 surveys 
and grants for land along the creeks and river had been issued. 
Pioneers from nearby counties in Virginia and Pennsylvania trickled 
slowly into the valleys where they established small-scale 
subsistence farms. Subsequent generations extended settlement 
further up the creeks and back into the hills (Marshall 1981:140). 
In 1831, Fayette County, Virginia, was created from parts of 
Greenbrier, Nicholas, Kanawha, and Logan counties (Donnelly 
1958:27). In 1863, as a result of the Civil War, Fayette County 
became part of the new State of West Virginia. 

The project area remained thinly settled throughout the first seven 
decades of the nineteenth century. On the eve of the Civil War, the 
county's population numbered 5,997, or 8 . 2 persons per square mile. 
By 1950, the population of Fayette County had grown to 80,682 and 
density had increased to 121 persons per square mile. Increasing 
concentration was partly a function of a decrease in the size of 
the county, from 730 square miles to 666.5 square miles when 
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Summers County was organized in 1871, and partly the result of 
economic growth, which included successful exploitation of coal 
reserves (Donnelly 1958:16). 

Attempts to exploit the area's coal resources, which had been 
recognized as early as Thomas Jefferson's Notes on Virginia (1787), 
were constrained by inadequate transportation. It was not until 
railroads were built through the New River Valley that it became 
profitable to mine the local coal deposits. The Chesapeake and Ohio 
(C & 0) Railroad built the first line along the New River through 
Fayette County in 1872 for access to midwestern agricultural 
regions. By the 1890s, with the addition of trunk lines that 
followed the New River tributaries, the C & 0 committed itself to 
the coal industry (Marshall 1981:197-198). 

The first businesses in Lansing date to 1883 and 1884. A post 
office was established in 1884, and the local Baptist Church was 
organized in 1887. The population of Fayette County increased by 
a factor of 2.5 between 1890 and 1910. By 1910, the population of 
Lansing was 161 (Cavalier 1985:12, 245-246; Hennen et al. 1919:19, 
28) . 

A rapid increase in population was ascribed largely to "the 
development of more than one hundred commercial coal mines within 
the county" (Peters and Carden 1926:5). Coal mines in the vicinity 
of Lansing included Ajax, Michigan, Exelsior, and Sunnyside (Figure 
4). These were later consolidated into the Ames Mining Company. 
Other mines nearby included Elmo and Thomas. By 1910, Sunnyside had 
been abandoned (Hennen et al. 1919:684). 

Three principal groups were represented among the miners: local 
whites, blacks, and immigrants. The local people were considered 
the most advantaged of the three since they typically "had modest 
resources or at least had family in the area" (Marshall 1981: 213) . 
These miners frequently lived outside of the mining towns. The 
cluster of housing in the project area (i.e., New Town) would 
appear to represent a group of such workers. 

The mines also stimulated local agriculture. In the early twen­
tieth century, the coal mining towns in the area were supplied by 
truck farms located in the southeastern portion of Fayette County 
(Peters and Carden 1926:3). Ellen Mitchell worked on Morgan 
Townsend's farm outside of Lansing in the early twentieth century 
where she tended the orchard and looked after "such truck as was 
commonly raised by the old man [i.e., Townsend] when he was able 
to work (Deposition of Dr. E. J. Grose, March 18, 1925, Estate of 
Morgan H. Townsend, Chancery #611). Lowell Kincaid recalled that 
nearly everyone had a horse or cow and a vegetable garden and that 
he himself had corn planted where Route 19 now runs (Kincaid, 
personal communication 1989). 
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FIGURE 4: Project Area and Vicinity, Circa 1910 SOURCE: USGS 1910 
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