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Welcome to the National Parks
of Southern West Virginia

Welcome to your national parks - New River Gorge National Park and Preserve, Gauley River National
Recreation Area, and Bluestone National Scenic River! These three parks have something for everyone. Enjoy
vistas from the Grandview Rim or discover cultural history while strolling through Thurmond. For outdoor
adventure, try mountain biking on the Arrowhead Trails or raft the New and Gauley Rivers. If solitude is what
you seek, the Glade Creek area or Bluestone National Scenic River are excellent choices. No matter where you
go in these three parks, National Park Service staff welcome you and are here to assist you with your visit. Have
a safe and enjoyable park adventure. We hope that you take away a deeper understanding and appreciation of
national parks and your role as a steward of these national treasures.

Your Three Parks

New River Gorge
National Park
and Preserve

New River Gorge National Park
and Preserve was originally
designated as a National River

in 1978, protecting 53 miles of
one of the oldest rivers in the
world. In 2020 this park was
redesignated as a National Park
and Preserve. This gorge averages
1,000 feet in depth and is one

of the most naturally diverse

river gorges of the southern
Appalachian Mountains. The
area’s cultural history ranges
from prehistoric sites to remnants
of the recent industrial coal and
railroad boom.

Over one million visitors enjoy
this park each year. Park activities
include whitewater boating,
fishing, hiking, climbing,
mountain biking, and more.
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Gauley River National
Recreation Area

Established in 1988, Gauley
River National Recreation
Area protects 25 miles of the
Gauley River and 5 miles of
the Meadow River. Dropping
28 feet per mile through

a gorge that averages 500
feet in depth, the Gauley is
a world-class destination for
whitewater boaters.

Approximately one-half of the
land within park boundaries

is federally owned; public
facilities, including river access
areas along the Gauley River,
are limited and not well
developed. The tailwaters area
below the Summersville Dam
offers the only public camping
facilities at this time. Public
river access is available at four
locations: Gauley Tailwaters,
Mason'’s Branch, Woods Ferry,
and Upper Swiss.
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Bluestone National
Scenic River
In 1988, Bluestone National

Scenic River was designated
a unit of the Wild and Scenic

~ Rivers System, which Congress

established to preserve the
free-flowing condition of
the nation’s rivers. This park
includes a 10.5-mile segment
of the Bluestone Rive
to this site is limited. The |
trail through the park c
accessed from the bottom o
the aerial tram at Pipeste
Resort State Park or the
trailhead at Bluesto
Park. The site car

area at Lilly.

Thls site is manag :
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New River Gorge National

Park and Preserve
PO Box 246, 104 Main Street
Glen Jean, WV 25846
304-465-0508

Online

WWwW.nps.gov/neri

www.facebook.com/
newrivergorgenps

www. Twitter.com/NewRiverNPS

www.instagram.com/NewRiverNPS

E-mail
neri_interpretation@nps.gov

Canyon Rim Visitor Center
Open daily 9:00 am-5:00 pm
304-574-2115

81.07583° W, 38.07003° N

Sandstone Visitor Center
Summer daily 9:00 am-5:00 pm;
Open seasonally

304-466-0417

80.89778° W, 37.78320° N

Thurmond Depot
Open June through August
304-465-8550

81.07879° W, 37.95712° N

Grandview

Contact Station
Open June through August
304-763-3715

81.06312° W, 37.83017° N

Park Headquarters
Administrative offices only
304-465-0508

GPS Coordinates:
81.15587° W, 37.92775° N

EMERGENCIES

Call 911

to report an emergency in the park

Towns with HOSPITALS near
the park: Beckley, Oak Hill,
Summersville, and Hinton.

Park Information

Scan this QR code to =
visit the park website. T s

g3 Weather in the Park ssi‘biﬁtyj !

o Summer: mid-80° F with high .
humidity, thunderstorms common. i

» Fall: generally drier with cool
mornings and mild days.

» Winter: range from mild to frigid,
50° F to 0° F with heavy snow.

» Spring: generally mild and wet.

- B Travel in the Park
Many roads and parking lots are
small and cannot accomodate
oversized vehicles such as RVs. Bikes
and horses are permitted on some
designated trails. Only registered
and insured ATVs and UTVs are
permitted on park roads. These
machines are not permitted off-
road anywhere in the park.
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Trains in the

Freight trains run through the

| gorge daily. These tracks are

. private property, so stay off the

. rails. AMTRAK passenger trains also

. operate three days a week with an

| active train station in Prince and i

%‘ “flag"” stops (reservations required) |
at Thurmond and Hinton. |

&) Nearby Campgrounds and Lodging

This park provides opportunities for primitive camping only
(see pages 12 - 13). The park does not have lodging facilities.
Developed campgrounds and lodging are available nearby.

Explore
Park Rules

e West Virginia State Parks
800-CALL-WVA  www.wvstateparks.com

e Southern West Virginia Convention
& Visitor Bureau (CVB) 800-VISIT-WV www.visitwv.com

e New River Gorge CVB
800-927-0263 www.newrivergorgecvb.com
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m ViSitor Center Lansing, WV

ter is the primary visitor contact station for area information and
natural, cultural, and recreational resources of this park. Visitors
film, and a park store. Scenic views of the gorge and New River
ble from the building and the outside boardwalk.

19 north of I-77/1-64 from the north end of Beckley. Travel 20
eville and crossing the New River Gorge Bridge. Turn right onto
isitor center is on the right. GPS coordinates are 81.07583° W,

Thurmond Historic District Thurmond, WV

Explore this once-booming railroad town on a short walk through this historic district.
Outdoor exhibits and a walking tour brochure tell the story of this place. Depot museum
open in summer. CAUTION: railroad is active and private property; KEEP OFF THE TRACKS.

Directions: Take US 19 north of Beckley to Glen Jean traffic light. Follow the signs to
Thurmond, 6.0 miles down WV 25. Use the parking lot at the intersection, then walk the
single-lane road bridge over New River (do not walk on the railroad bridge) or drive over
this bridge to park in the small visitor center parking lot. GPS coordinates are 81.07879° W,
37.95712° N. CAUTION: WV 25 is a narrow, winding road, not recommended for RVs.

Grandview, WV

ws at Grandview, some of the highest vistas in the park. Rhododendron
May and June and the color change of autumn leaves in October add
haracter. Enjoy trails, a picnic, a summer visitor center, and summer
ces by Theatre West Virginia.

-64 east of Beckley to Grandview exit 129. Follow WV 9 north 6.0
W. This road dead-ends at the Grandview section of the park.

s are 81.06312° W, 37.83017° N.

or Center Sandstone, WV

ark store, and native-plant landscape are features of

ed and describe ways people can lessen their impacts

Beckley to exit 139 at Sandstone. Turn onto Meadow
ard Meadow Creek. The visitor center is on the right.

78° W, 37.78320° N.

‘ Eight miles from Hinton, WV
the New River from a fully accessible boardwalk with

and Loop Trail (0.5 miles) extends off the boardwalk. A high
is on WV 20 around 2.0 miles from the Sandstone Visitor Center.

one exit 139 off I-64. Travel south on WV 20 for 10.8 miles to

ith through town. Cross the New River on WV 20, then turn right
ravel 8.5 miles to Sandstone Falls. GPS coordinates are 80.90582°
River Road is narrow, not recommended for RVs.
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