






























































































































































































































CHAPTER FOUR: LUMBER INDUSTRY HISTORIC CONTEXT 

machinery - the machines and equipment used to cut, saw, and load the felled trees -
are portable so they can be taken to other logging operations once an area has been cut. 
Thus, little of this machinery and equipment is left at the site of a logging operation once 
it has been completed. Fragments of the machinery and equipment which may remain at 
the site are generally in ruinous conditions, having been scrapped or forgotten. These 
remnants are not commonly considered properties or sites. 

Secondary Production Facilities. The most apparent remains of logging operations include 
sawmills as well as buildings, structures, and objects associated with lumber production at 
the mill site. The mills and associated support structures were designed to take raw-cut 
Jogs and manufacture wood products, such as barrel staves and lumber, for use by the 
coal mining and railroad industries or shipment to urban industrial centers in the eastern 
United States. 

Sawmill plant transportation facilities consist of rail Jines and rolling stock for movement 
of logs and lumber products between different points within the sawmill plant. Lumber 
yards, which include facilities for storing, loading, and skidding logs and lumber products, 
are an adjunct facility to sawmill plants. 

The machinery associated with sawmills was portable, thus permitting it to be moved to 
new logging operations once an area was logged out. The structures associated with a mill 
site plant were also portable-type frame structures that could be easily dismantled and 
reassembled at a new site. 

Since sawmills and related structures at the mill site were generally portable to 
accommodate the needs of the transient lumber industry, it is questionable whether any 
original secondary production facilities can be found, except perhaps in isolated areas of 
the gorge. Although no identified secondary facilities associated with the lumber industry 
have been found in New River Gorge National River to date, any remnants that might be 
found are likely to be in ruinous condition and their physical features and historic 
functions difficult to identify. 

Transportation Facilities. Lumber was a bulk commodity in which transportation was 
essential both for production and marketing. Historically, many of the railroad companies 
played large roles in the development of the lumber industry in the New River Gorge 
region. The Chesapeake and Ohio was the primary railway line through the gorge, thus 
providing a means of transporting lumber products to markets throughout the eastern 
United States. Smaller branch and subdivision lines, many of which were built by 
independent companies and later taken over by the C & 0 and other large transportation 
conglomerates, played a key role in the lumber industry by transporting raw and finished 
timber products both to sawmills and the C & 0 mainline. Railroad tracks, sidings, and 
yards are easily located, while former railroad rights of way from which tracks have been 
removed are valuable as a resource in "rails to trails" initiatives. Rail lines in southern 
West Vrrginia were always the most direct path to logging operations or sawmills, 
following the most level contours of the rugged landscape. Rolling stock, including rail 
cars and locomotives, are basic to transportation. Roundhouses, stations/ depots, repair 
shops, and ancillary support structures, especially in the service towns, have a high 
probability of survival. 
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Property Types 

Logging roads and trails (and associated structures), which provided access for men and 
materials between logging operations and lumber camps and towns as well as between 
timber-cutting sites and sawmills, were essential to the development of the lumber 
industry. These roads, however, were generally abandoned after logging operations 
ceased. Thus, many of the logging roads have been subject to erosion and dense 
overgrowth, making them difficult to locate and identify. 

Logging Camps. Logging camps were established near the lumber operations for the 
loggers who spent the week in the forests felling trees and preparing the logs for shipment 
to sawmills. These camps included dormitories/bunkhouses with kitchens and dining 
rooms to house and feed the loggers, a residence for the superintendent/ foreman, offices 
and ancillary outbuildings for management, and various shops and outbuildings 
associated with maintenance and storage of equipment. 

Structures associated with logging camps were generally portable to accommodate the 
needs of the transient lumber industry, it is questionable whether any original logging 
camp facilities (or easily identifiable remnants thereof) can be found, except perhaps in 
isolated areas of the gorge. Although no logging camp features or sites have been found in 
New River to date, any remnants that might be found are likely to be in ruinous condition 
and their physical features and historic function difficult to identify. 

Lumber Towns. While logging camps were built for the loggers who spent the week in 
the forests, the lumber towns were constructed by lumber companies to serve as base 
camps for extensive logging operations over a wide area. Although several coal company 
towns in the New River Gorge region had sawmills to cut timbers for use in the mines 
and to prepare lumber for buildings, three principal towns in the area - Landisburg, 
Glade, and Hamlet - were built by lumber companies. Lumber towns contained 
permanent residences for workers and managerial personnel at sawmills as well as for the 
loggers and their families. Located in the towns were company stores, general offices of 
the lumber company, community buildings such as schools and churches, and private 
manufacturing/ commercial buildings to provide necessary services for their inhabitants. 

To date no extant examples of lumber town buildings have been located and identified. 
Only a few ruins and broken foundations remain. Much of the material legacy of the 
lumber industry in New River Gorge has simply vanished since the passing of the timber 
era's heyday from the 1880s to the 1910s. 

Buildings in Incorporated Towns Associated with the Lumber Industry. Part of the 
legacy of the lumber industry in southern West Virginia are the lives and architecture of 
the timber operators, many of whom lived in the major service towns in the region. Many 
residences of these operators and managers remain, but locating them and clearly 
identifying them with a specific personality may prove difficult. Residences of loggers in 
the service towns were unusual in the early period, since most lived in lumber towns 
during the most active years of the timber industry in the New River Gorge region. 
However, some may remain, if only from the later period. 

Because the railroad industry was associated with the development of the lumber 
industry, buildings located in railroad towns are included under this property type. 
Private manufacturing/business buildings in the major service towns in the region tended 
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to be substantial structures and thus a significant number that possess integrity remain. 
Community buildings, such as churches, are usually easy to locate, but some have been 
modified or have deteriorated to such an extent that they have lost much of their integrity. 
Data concerning the known and expected distribution of residences of railroad workers 
and administrators is similar to that for coal operators/managers and miners. 

Present Conditions of Property Types 

Many historic properties related to the lumber industry in New River Gorge National 
River are best described today as historic archeological sites. Abandoned lumber 
operations, including their production facilities and associated logging camps and lumber 
towns, which might have survived as "ghost towns" in a different environment, have 
deteriorated rapidly in the humid New River climate. Most structures associated with the 
lumber industry were designed to be short-lived, portable, and meet pragmatic operational 
objectives, and many were constructed to provide for simple construction and quick 
dismantling and movement to new sites once lumbering operations ceased in a given area. 
Machinery for sawmills was portable and moved from area to area throughout the region 
with the ebb and flow of lumbering operations. Some historic lumbering sites in New 
River Gorge National River are located in areas where various forms of industrial or 
transportation system activities have occurred until the present time. In these areas, 
historic resources have often been removed as modem machinery or technology has 
replaced older equipment. 

All historic properties associated with the lumber industry have been subjected to 
vandalism, salvage by area residents, and "pot-hunting" by artifact collectors, as well as 
the destructive effects of rapid and dense vegetative growth. Surveys have found no 
examples of extant lumber industry structures in New River Gorge National River; only a 
few ruins, broken foundations, and logging roads/trails remain. In the most isolated 
sections of New River Gorge, many sites associated with lumbering operations have 
disappeared entirely and have virtually returned to their preindustrial state. 

While there are few historic properties associated with lumber industry in New River 
Gorge National River, several significant lumber sites are located on tributaries of the New 
River. The largest and most important lumber mills to be established on the New's 
tributaries were the Meadow River Lumber Company at Rainelle on the Meadow River 
and the Cass Lumber Mill at Cass on the Greenbrier River. Because it is essentially 
unaltered, Cass is a superb example of such a lumber town complete with mill structures 
and associated railways built during the decades when the lumber industry flourished in 
West Virginia. It is one of the few sites remaining that has extant structures and 
equipment associated with lumbering on a large scale. The Cass mill and associated 
structures have been rehabilitated and restored during the 1970s and 1980s by the State of 
West Virginia as a part of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park. 

TABULAR SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

This tabular summary of management information includes key data for each historic 
property related to the lumber industry context in New River Gorge National River that 
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Tabular Summary of Management Information 

has been surveyed by the cultural resources management staff of the former Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office. During fiscal year 1992, a survey by MARO was conducted of structures 
acquired by the National Park Service from 1982 to 1992 to begin the draft List of 
Classified Structures for the national river. Information on each structure (including 
structural landscape features and ruins) was collected from land acquisition records, local 
histories, journals, newspapers, and oral interviews. Compilation of information for the 
draft LCS is an ongoing process. 

Data for the structures listed in the tabular summary is from the draft LCS. This 
information will change as further studies and fieldwork are undertaken and 
Determinations of Eligibility and National Register of Historic Places nominations are 
completed. The names of the structures in the tabular summary were given at the time of 
the fieldwork and often represent the name of the most recent owner of the property 
rather than a historic name. Some of the structures' names will change as a result of the 
research for this historic context study as well as research that may be undertaken in the 
future. 

PARK NATIONAL 
5TRUC· LCS PROPERTY PROP. RtGJSTER STATUS 
TURE# ID• PROPERTY NAME LOCATION CATEGORY TYPE (DATE) 

None None River Road (portion of Hinton to Sandstone Asphalted 3d Not evaluated 
WV26) (east bank of New River) road in 

historic 
road 
alignment 

None None Glade Creek Road Glade Creek drainage Graveled 3d Not evaluated 
road cut 

None None Mi!l Creek Bridge Parallel and adjacent to 
Glade Creek Road, 

Unstabi- 3d Not evaluated 
lized ruin 

spanning Mill Creek 

N-001 80364 Pugh House Thurmond Standing 6f Listed (1-27-
structure 84) 

N-002 80340 Mankin-Cox Building Thurmond (NERI Tract Standing 6c Listed (1-27-
164-27) structure 84) 

N-003 80365 Goodwin-Kincaid Thurmond (NERI Tract Standing 6c Listed (1-27-
Building 164-27) structure 84) 

N-004 80341 National Bank of Thurmond (NERI Tract Standing 6c Listed (1-27-
Thurmond 164-27) structure 84) 

N-006 80447 Stone Structure Thurmond (NERI Tract Standing 6c Listed (1-27-
164-27) structure 84) 

N-007 80366 Erskine Pugh House, Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
Rental structure 84) 

N-008 80367 Thurmond Passenger Thurmond Standing 3c Listed (1-27-
Depot and Offices structure 84) 

N-009 None Baptist Church (Black Southside Junction Standing 6d Not evaluated 
Church) structure 

N-079 None Trestle No. 1, Thurmond- Between Thurmond and Standing 3a Not evaluated 
Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- structure 

11and/or140-08) 

N-080 None Trestle No. 2, Thurmond- Between Thurmond and Standing 3a Not evaluated 
Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- structure 

11and/or140-08) 

N-081 None Trestie No. 3, Thurmond- Between Thurmond and Standing 3a Not evaluated 
Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- structure 

11and/or140-08) 
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PARK NATIONAL 
5TRUC- LCS :PROPERTI PROP. REGISTER STATUS 
TURE# ID# PROPERJY NAME LOCATION CATEGORY TYPE (DATE) 

N-082 None Trestle No. 4, Thurmond- Between Thurmond and Standing 3a Not evaluated 
Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- structure 

11 and/ or 140-08) 

N-083 None Trestle No. 5, Thurmond- Between Thurmond and Standing 3a ·Not evaluated 
Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- structure 

11 and/ or 140-08) I 
None None Railroad Tracks and Ties, Between Thurmond and Unstabi- 3a Not evaluated 

Thurmond-Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- lized ruin 
11 and/ or 140-08) I 

None None Railroad Directional Between Thurmond and Unstabi- 3a Not evaluated 
Markers, Thurmond- Minden (NERI Tract 144- lized ruin 
Minden Trail 11and/or140-08) 

None None Bridge SuJ'ports, Between Thurmond and Unstabi- 3a Not evaluated 
Thurmon -Minden Trail Minden (NERI Tract 144- lized ruin 

I 
11 and/ or 140-08) 

N-168 81342 Philip McClung House Thurmond (Tract 165-09) Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
structure 84) I 

N-169 81343 Philip McClung House, Thurmond (Tract 165-12) Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
Rental structure 84) 

N-170 81344 Philip McClung House, Thurmond (Tract 165-13) Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
Home Place, Rental structure 84) 

I 
N-179 81345 Tom Kelly House Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-

structure 84) 

N-181 81346 Sid Childers/Margie Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
Richmond House structure 84) 

I 
N-182 81347 Fatty Lipscomb House Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-

structure 84) 

N-182A 81354 Fatty Lipscomb's Thurmond Unstabi- 6e Listed (1-27-
Retaining Wall Iized ruin 84) 

N-182B 81353 Fatty Lipscomb's Yard Thurmond Unstabi- 6e Listed (1-27-
Fencing lized ruin 84) I 

N-183 82348 Marilyn Brown House Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
structure 84) 

N-186 81349 Sidney Ward House Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
structure 84) 

I 
N-190 81350 Homer Nicely /Charles Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-

H. Ashley House structure 84) 

N-191 81351 Ashley Garage Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
I 

struchlre 84) 

N-193 81352 Ashley Shed Thurmond Standing 6e Listed (1-27-
structure 84) I 

S-052 80356 Prince Brothers General Prince (NERI Tract 155- Standing 6c Listed (4-17-
Store (Berry Store) 30) structure 86) 

5-054 None Thomas Bowles Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 
Greenhouse 128-01) structure I 

5-055 None Thomas Bowles Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 
Outhouse 128-01) structure 

S-056 None Thomas Bowles #1 Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 
Storage 128-01) structure 

I 
5-057 None Thomas Bowles #2 Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 

Storage 128-01) structure I 
None None Thomas Bowles Hogpen Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 

128-01) structure -. 
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PARK NATIONAL 
STRVC- LCS PROPERTY PROP. REGISTER STATUS 
TURE # ID• PROPERTY NAME LOCATION CATEGORY TYPE (DATE) 

S-058 None Judy Bowles House Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6e Not evaluated 
128-01) structure 

I 
S-059 None Robert Bowles House Quinnimont Standing 6e Not evaluated 

structure 

S-060 None Robert Bowles Chicken Quirutlmont Standing 6e Not evaluated 
House structure 

I 
S-061 None Robert Bowles Garage Quinnimont Unstabi- 6e Not evaluated 

lized ruin 

S-062 None Robert Bowles #1 Storage Quinnimont Standing 6e Not evaluated 
structure 

I S-063 None Robert Bowles #2 Storage Quinnimont Standing 6e Not evaluated 
structure 

S-064 None Robert Bowles Outhouse Quinnimont Standing 6e Not evaluated 

I 
structure 

S-065 None Opal Kessler House Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6£ Not evaluated 
128-01) structure 

I 
None None Opal Kessler Chicken Quinnimont (NERI Tract Unstabi- 6£ Not evaluated 

Coop 128-01) Iized ruin 

None None Opal Kessler Water Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6£ Not evaluated 
Tanks 128-01) structure 

I 
S-069 None Samuel Plumley #1 Quinnimont Standing 6f Not evaluated 

Stor~ structure 

5-070 None Samuel Plumley #2 Quinnimont Standing 6£ Not evaluated 
Storage structure 

None None Samuel Plumley Fowl Quinnimont Standing 6£ Not evaluated 
Barn structure 

I 
None None Samuel Plumley Quinnimont Unstabi- 6£ Not evaluated 

Ruins/Foundations lized ruin 

None None Samuel Plumley Quinnimont Unstabi- 6£ Not evaluated 
Walkway lized ruin 

I 
None None Quinnimont Church Quinnimont Standing 6d Not evaluated 

structure 

S-071 None Willis House Quinnimont (NERI Tract Standing 6£ Not evaluated 
128-01) structure 

I 
None None Prince Brothers Prince (NERI Tract 155- Standing 6c Not evaluated 

Residential Property 30) structure 
Fence 

I 
I 
I 
I ,. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT/ 
AGRICULTURE HISTORIC CONTEXT 

NARRATIVE HISTORY 

Summary 

Geographic Boundaries: New River Gorge National River 
Chronological Period: 1790s - 1940s 

The historic context for Euro-American settlement/agriculture in New River Gorge 
National River focuses on the settlement of the New River region by European-American 
pioneer farm families beginning in the 1790s and the subsequent developmentof a rural 
agricultural society in the isolated and remote New River area. The coming of the C & 0 
Railroad in 1873 brought significant changes to the settlement patterns and rural 
agricultural character of the New River Gorge regioIL The railroad opened the gorge and 
surrounding area to the coal and lumber industries, and the captains of those extractive 
industries wasted little time in commencing the exploitation of the mineral and natural 
resource wealth of the region. The farmers in the gorge area, some of whom had been on 
the land for generations, were driven toward the ridges, thus exaggerating the settlement 
patterns established earlier by population pressures. Many of the farmers later returned to 
the valleys, but they did so on the terms of the new industrial society which invaded the 
region, coming back as miners, lumbermen, and railroad workers . 

Overwhelmed by the industrialization of the region, agriculture has continued in a 
reduced role as a component of the area's socioeconomic structure. Much of the 
population in the New River Gorge region today has descended from the early pioneer 
stock that clung to the old farms or were natives who remained to work the mines, cut the 
forests, and operate the railroads. 

Introduction 

This historic context for Euro-American settlement/agriculture in New River Gorge 
National River is based in part on a study prepared by Paul D. Marshall & Associates, 
Inc., of Charleston, West Virginia, in 1981. Volume II of this study entitled, A Cultural 
Research Project: The New River Gorge National River, West Virginia (pp. 135-43), provides a 
historical overview of the principal themes and resources related to settlement/ agriculture 
within the boundaries of New River Gorge National River. 
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Historic Development of Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture in Its National and 
State Contexts 

Early Exploration. Prior to European exploration and settlement oflresent-day West 
Virginia, the area had been inhabited by Native American groups.1 The earliest 
European exploration west of the Alleghenies in the area of West Vrrginia resulted from 
attempts to find transportation routes, hopefully navigable river routes, from the eastern 
seaboard through the mountainS to the "South Sea," thereby presumably providing a route 
to the Indies. During one of the attempts to find a route to the "South Sea," the upper 
course of the New River reportedly was first discovered in 1641 by a group of English 
explorers including Walter Austin, Rice Hoe, Joseph Johnson, and Walter Chiles. 

The most significant of the early exploration expeditions in present-day West Virginia, 
however, occurred in the autumn of 1671 and was sent out from Fort Henry, the present 
site of Petersburg, Virginia, by Major General Abraham Wood. Governor William Berkeley 
of Virginia commissioned Wood, who had explored the New River in 1654 and established 
Indian trading posts in the region, to reconnoiter west of the Alleghenies "for the finding 
out the ebbing and flowing of ye South Sea or of the water on the other side of ye 
mountains." Unable to make the trip himself, Wood dispatched an expedition consisting 
of Thomas Batts, Thomas Wood, Robert Fallam, Jack Neasam (an indentured servant of 
Wood), and several Appomattox Indian guides, including Perecute. They followed the 
Roanoke and Staunton rivers to the area of present-day Roanoke, Virginia, where they left 
Thomas Wood, who had become ill, at a village of friendly Tutelo Indians. 

Beyond the Alleghenies they came upon a stream which, unlike others known to them, 
flowed westward rather than eastward toward the Atlantic Ocear. Sensing the significance 
of their discovery, they held a ceremony during which they formally took possession of all 
lands drained by the river's waters for the English crown. They named the new-found 
stream Wood's River in honor of Abraham Wood, but in time it would become known as 
New River. 

Excited by their discovery, Batts and Fallam continued along the New River to a waterfall 
or rapids before turning homeward. Fallam kept a journal of their progress in which he 
described the country through which they passed and noted the miles they traveled each 
day. Careful study of the journal indicates that Batts and Fallam reached Peters' Falls near 
the present Virginia-West Virginia border, rather than the falls of the Kanawha as some 
writers have suggested. Although Batts and Fallam believed erroneously that they had 
found a route to the Indies, their discoveries had international implications because they 
were used in later years by England as a means of claiming the entire Ohio River Valley 
and its tributaries, including the New and Kanawha rivers, for Great Britain. 

Following this earliest documented expedition and perhaps even years earlier, the 
lucrative potential for the fur trade as well as trade with trans-Allegheny Indians brought 
other European adventurers into present-day West Virginia and the region of New River 
Gorge National River. French traders visited the Ohio Valley during the late 17th century, 

146. For more information on Native American habitation and activities in West Virginia and New River Gorge 
National River, see Paul D. Marshall & Associates, Jnc., A Cultural Research Project: The New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia (Charleston, 1981), Voluille I. 
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Narrative History 

and there is little doubt that some of them ventured into present West Virginia. Traders 
from other colonies along the eastern seaboard, who engaged in commerce with the 
Shawnee and Delaware, also visited the West Virginia region during the late 17th century. 

The explorations of the fur traders and land seekers did much to provide information to 
settlers who later moved into the West Virginia area. These settlers would play a 
significant role in making West Virginia and the Ohio Valley English rather than 
French.147 

Early Settlement. While the reports of the early explorers encouraged settlement of 
present-day West Virginia, the activity of Governor Alexander Spotswood of Virginia was 
largely responsible for the movement of settlers into the western part of the colony. 
Spotswood visited the region in 1716 and brought back glowing reports of the land and its 
resources. The first settlers in the area were Welsh, Scotch-Irish, and German pioneers, 
who as early as 1719 came by way of Pennsylvania and Maryland, crossing the Potomac 
River near Shepherdstown. Although there are suggestions of earlier settlements, the first 
resident of record in present West Virginia was Morgan ap Morgan, a Welshman who 
moved west from New Castle County, Delaware, to Mill Creek near Bunker Hill in 
present Berkeley County in the eastern panhandle region about 1731. 

Almost simultaneously with the Morgan settlement, German families began to establish 
themselves along the south bank of the Potomac and in the valleys to the southward. 
Their first settlement was at Mecklinberg, now Shepherdstown, West Virginia. By the time 
of the French and Indian War (1754-63), several thousand settlers, chiefly of German, 
Scotch-Irish, and English stock, had entered the eastern panhandle region, attracted by 
excellent farmland, bountiful hunting prospects, and the promise of religious toleration. 

The first recorded settlement west of the Alleghenies in what is now West Virginia was 
established long the Greenbrier River in Pocahontas County near the present site of 
Marlinton by Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewell in 1749. After the two partners argued 
about religious beliefs, they separated and Sewell explored regions to the south. In 1751, 
he crossed over the Big and Little Sewell Mountains, exploring Sewell Creek. Somewhere 
in the isolated region of present-day southern West Virginia, he is said to have been killed 
by Indians. Another early settlement in West Virginia was established in 1753 by Andrew 
Culbertson at Culbertson's or Crump's Bottom, now partially submerged under B!uestone 
Lake, south of New River Gorge National River. 

Early in 1747 the Ohio Company was organized as a land speculation enterprise to 
promote settlement of the trans-Appalachian area, and in 1749 the company was granted 
some 500,000 acres in the area bounded by the Ohio and Great Kanawha rivers and the 
Allegheny Mountains on condition they be settled and a fort built. During the same 
period, the Loyal Company was granted 800,000 acres beginning on the line between 
Virginia and North Carolina, and the Greenbrier Company was granted 100,000 acres 
along the Greenbrier River. 

147. Rice, West Virginia: A History, pp. 12-13; Rice, West Virginia: The State and Its People, pp. 22-26; and Peters and 
Carden, History of Fayette County, pp. 46-56. For more data on this subject, see David C. Roller and Robert 
W. Twyman, eds., The Encyclopedia of Southern History (Baton Rouge and London, Louisiana State University 
Press, 1979), pp. 1322 ff. 
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Christopher Gist was employed by the Ohio Company to reconnoiter and seek out good 
lands along the Ohio River and its tributaries, and during one of his journeys in 1750 
descended the Ohio River from the Forks of the Ohio to the Falls of the Ohio at present 
Louisville, Kentucky. In late 1751, he explored much of central West Virginia between the 
Monongahela and the Kanawha and New rivers. He traveled down the Ohio River to the 
mouth of the Great Kanawha and ventured up that watercourse to the New and on to the 
mouth of the Greenbrier. Following a trail to the west of New River Gorge, Gist crossed 
the New River at Crump's Bottom. 

The conclusion of the French and Indian War in 1763 determined English dominance of 
the territory now embraced by West Virginia. After Six Nations claims to most of trans­
Allegheny West Virginia were extinguished by the Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1768, settlers 
began to occupy the Monongahela, Kanawha, and Ohio valleys and the intervening hill 
country. 

Frequent Shawnee raids in present Mercer and Greenbrier counties and the bordering 
counties of Virginia continued during the American Revolution. Thus, the settlers suffered 
repeated attacks from British-led Indian detachments resulting in abandonment of many 
settlements. 

Following the American Revolution, the first plan for conquering the mountains and 
drawing the Ohio Valley and its tributaries into the economic orbit of eastern Virginia was 
proposed by George Washington to Governor Benjamin Harrison in 1784. Partly as a 
result of Washington's recommendations, the Virginia legislature, in 1785, established two 
internal improvement companies, one of which was the James River Company. Later 
known as the James River and Kanawha Company, this organization was charged with 
improving the James and Kanawha rivers and connecting them with a road that would 
facilitate communication and settlement. In 1790 the company completed a route, known 
as the Old State Road, from the James River to Kanawha Falls, and in 1800 it extended 
this thoroughfare to the Ohio River. 

The area of present-day West Virginia was settled rapidly after the American Revolution. 
The first federal census of 1790 enumerated some 55,000 persons living in what is now 
West Virginia, and by 1800, the population had increased to some 78,000, nearly half of 
whom lived on the west side of the Alleghenies. Thus, by 1800, the settlements were 
sufficiently strong to fight off Native American raiding parties. 

The Alleghenies played a significant role in determining the patterns of exploration and 
settlement of the transmontane West, but they exerted even more enduring effects in 
molding the features of pioneer life and in shaping the political, social, and economic 
thought of those who settled in their midst. In these upland regions, an unusually 
stubborn and unyielding nature imposed an abnormally prolonged frontier environment 
upon settlers and firmly implanted customs, folkways, lifestyles, and attitudes commonly 
associated with the American pioneering experience. The confining mountains and lack of 
broadly unifying river systems discouraged easy communication in early times and 
fostered a high degree of particularism among the people. With more than 20,000 of its 
24,000 square miles lying within the Allegheny Highlands, present-day West Virginia was 
more completely a part of and bore more indelibly the stamp of this mountain frontier 
than any other state. 
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Narrative History 

The lifestyles and folkways of the settlers in present West Virginia long remained 
distinctive features of their culture and later contributed to the ultimate separation of the 
state from Virginia during the Civil War. Neglected by the churches in the eastern 
seaboard colonial settlements and strongly influenced by the Great Awakening, the 
pioneer settlers severed former religious ties and became predominantly Methodist and 
Baptist. Politically they evinced an ardent nationalism, caused in part by the federal 
government's success in dealing with the Indians, its diplomatic accomplishments in Jay's 
Treaty (1794) and Pinckney's Treaty (1795), and purchase of Louisiana (1803). The 
nationalistic spirit was strengthened by the War of 1812, which stimulated western 
industry and gave rise to a need for internal improvements, banking facilities, and tariff 
protection. Completion of the National, or Cumberland, road, closely paralleling the 
northern boundary of the future state in 1818 brought in many new settlers as part of the 
growing nation's westward movement.148 

Agricultural Development Late 18th Century to the Civil War. The vast forests that 
originally covered West Virginia provided cover for a great variety of game animals, 
ranging from bears, deer, and elk to small quarry, such as squirrels and wild fowl. From 
forest trees came various types of nuts as well as wild fruits, smaller plants added 
blackberries, raspberries, blueberries, wild grapes, and other delicacies to the pioneer diet. 
Matching the forests in their abundance were the streams which teemed with numerous 
.kinds of fish. 

Although most families began to clear land for crops immediately, they continued to rely 
on the forests and streams for part of their sustenance. The natural abundance and the 
difficulty in setting the plow to the land appear to have attracted to West Virginia a 
disproportionate number of the class of settlers that Frederick Jackson Turner, the noted 
frontier historian, called "pioneer farmers." These restless souls seldom remained in one 
place more than a few years. They lived chiefly by hunting and raising rangy cattle and 
razorback hogs, which they turned loose to feed upon natural grasses and the mast of the 
forests. They limited their agricultural production chiefly to corn and a few garden 
vegetables. They sought the advantages of the land and were wasteful of its seemingly 
unlimited resources. 

Whereas "pioneer farmers" usually left their wilderness homes after a few years for 
greener pastures, the permanent settlers, the numbers of whom increased markedly during 
the early 19th century, had hopes of taming the wilderness and gazing upon their own 
teeming fields and hardy flocks and herds. Although many early settlers long relied upon 
the forests and streams for food, most turned increasingly to the produce of their lands. 
After building a crude cabin, the settler cleared a plot for a cornfield by girdling trees, 
which he later cut, and removing the undergrowth. Even before he grubbed out the 
stumps, which might require two or three years, he planted a crop of corn. The staff of 
pioneer life, corn was ground into meal for bread, including com pone and johnnycakes, 
and served as roasting ears, hominy, mush, and dozens of other dishes. It provided feed 
for livestock and was the base of the common "hog and hominy" diet. The planting of 
wheat had to wait until stumps had been removed, and the soil had lost some of the 

148. Otis K. Rice, "History of the New River Gorge Area," Typescript, Montgomery, West Virginia Institute of 
Technology, [1986], historical files, NERI, and Otis K. Rice, The Allegheny Frontier: West Virginia Beginnings, 
1730-1830 (Lexington, University Press of Kentucky, 1970), pp. 1-2. 
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nutrients that caused the grain to mature without forming a head. Oats, rye, and 
buckwheat, the latter grown chiefly in present Preston and Greenbrier counties, were other 
common grains. Potatoes, beans, squash, pumpkins, and other garden vegetables relieved 
some of the monotony of mealtime fare. 

Permanent settlers bore the hardships and privations of frontier life, but generally aspired 
to replace the most primitive conditions and return to more sophisticated and comfortable 
ways as soon as possible. With industry and good fortune, their farms could be made to 
produce a variety of articles that might be sold for cash or traded for needed supplies or 
even luxuries. Bulky or perishable products could not be transported by packhorse, 
flatboat, or canoe to distant towns, but com and rye could be made into whiskey, peaches 
into brandy, and apples into cider. Ready markets existed for these products, as well as 
for tallow, furs, hides, saltpeter, ginseng, and many native roots. During the early 19th 
century, western residents annually began to drive thousands of head of livestock, chiefly 
cattle and hogs, to eastern markets, such as Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

Cash crops and various native products enabled the settler to acquire gunpowder, rifles, 
salt, and bar iron, but they also provided him and his family with their first luxuries. 
These items included linen, cloth, buttons, needles, thread, salt, pepper, chocolate, ginger, 
coffee, dishware, guns, knives, padlocks, and saddles. 

The population of present West Virginia continued to increase during the several decades 
preceding the Civil War. Between 1820 and 1850, the white population increased from 
almost 177,000 to more than 302,000, while the black population grew more slowly, 
increasing by only five percent during the 1820s and 11 percent during the 1830s. The 
1850s witnessed a population increase of nearly 75,000, with counties served by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and navigable rivers scoring the largest gains. The slave 
population declined from 20,500 in 1850 to less than 18,000 in 1860, and during the same 
period the number of free blacks increased from slightly more than 2,000 to almost 3,000. 

Throughout the antebellum period economic life in West Virginia centered on agriculture. 
The amount and distribution of rainfall, length of the growing season, retention of 
moisture and soil fertility by vast forestlands, and rich lands along streams and in 
mountain valleys favored the cultivation of a wide variety of crops and the promotion of 
animal husbandry. Except for a few sections, notably the eastern panhandle where large 
landowners with diversified plantations made use of slave labor, most of West Virginia 
remained a land of yeoman farmers. While some farmers had prosperous holdings, farms 
in the recesses of the mountains were often of marginal quality and provided little more 
than mere subsistence for the settlers. 

Although tied to agriculture, West Virginians perceived something of the economic 
possibilities of coal, timber, iron, salt, clay, and other resources. Inadequate investment 
capital, critical problems in transportation by both land and water, the absence of 
developed markets, and in some areas shortages of labor seriously retarded the 
development of natural resources. When West Virginia became a state in 1863, industry 
was yet in its infancy, but salt, timber, coal, and iron production even then offered a 
glimmer of a future in which the industrial sector of the economy would take precedence 
over agriculture. 
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Narrative History 

The simple agrarian-woods economy of pioneer times continued to satisfy many West 
Virginia families during the antebellum period, but most aspired to a more comfortable 
existence. Their aspirations required greater attention to horticulture and stock raising and 
production of marketable products. German farmers set a worthy example for 
improvement of agricultural practices. Unlike others, who depleted the soil through 
wasteful methods, they attempted to preserve its fertility and made successive planting on 
tracts for fifteen years or longer. They sheltered and fed their livestock in winter and gave 
special attention to the construction of their barns. 

Although improvements were introduced in agricultural practices, farming changed little 
in most mountainous areas of West Virginia prior to the Civil War. During the several 
decades before the outbreak of hostilities promoters of scientific agriculture decried the 
continuing rudimentary level of agriculture practice in present-day West Virginia.149 

Agricultural Development 1860s-1900. When West Virginia entered the Union in 1863, it 
was a fairly homogenous rural state, with about 80 percent of its people engaged in 
general agriculture, including both horticulture and animal husbandry. A white 
population of approximately 335,000 was augmented by 13,000 black slaves and 3,000 free 
blacks. The subsequent incorporation of Jefferson and Berkeley counties raised the total 
white population to about 380,000, and the slave to about 18,000. By 1870 the total 
population had grown to more than 442,000, which included less than 18,000 blacks. The 
foreign-born population was less than 17,000, of which number 60 percent were natives of 
German states and Switzerland and 30 percent of Ireland. 

Agriculture continued to be the chief economic dependence of West Virginians. The 
average size farm, 214 acres, was comparatively large in 1869, and West Virginians owned 
2,600,000 acres of improved land. The total value of their farm property, including 
implements, was in excess of $100,000,000, and the value of farm products exceeded 
$23,000,000. 

Com was the most important crop, but wheat, oats, hay, particularly timothy and 
bluegrass, and potatoes were also produced in abundance. Small acreages were put to rye, 
and buckwheat flourished in higher elevations in Greenbrier and Preston counties. 
Tobacco, which had thrived in southwestern sections before the war, had begun to decline 
because of labor shortages and soil depletion. Sorghum, or Chinese sugar cane, was grown 
in most sections and converted into molasses, which was consumed at home. Maple sugar 
and maple syrup continued as important farm-related products. 

Wheat and livestock dominated the marketable farm products of West Virginia. Wheat 
production gave rise to numerous flour mills along the upper Ohio River and the South 
Branch of the Potomac. Those on the Ohio shipped flour to Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, New Orleans, and other inland cities, and those in the Potomac section 
supplied Washington, Alexandria, and other eastern centers. Baltimore, Richmond, 
Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati provided important markets for West Virginia livestock. The 

149. Dictionary of AmericanBistory, Vol. VII, pp. 281-82; Rice., Allegheny Frontier, pp. 1-32; Ambler and Summers, 
West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 26-37, 54-57, 118-19, 153-54, 175-76; Rice, West Virginia: A History, pp. 
12-14, 18-19, 57-60, 80-81, 101-02; Rice, West Virginia: The State and Its People, pp. 22-36, 78-87, 273-76; and 
Thomas, "Coal Country," pp. 11-16. 
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western market for West Virginia whiskey declined as the temperance movement gained 
momentum in the United States. While insufficient attention to scientific practices 
hampered the development of commercial agriculture, improvements in strains of 
livestock and fruit growing were undertaken during the 1850s and 1860s. 

After devastating setbacks during the Civil War, West Virginia agriculture revived rapidly 
with the return of peace. Between 1869 and 1879, the number of farms increased from 
40,000 to 63,000, the number of acres of improved land rose by more than 1,000,000, and 
the value of farm lands increased by more than $31,500,000. Average farm size, however, 
decreased from 214 to 173 acres, indicating a trend toward more intensive forms of 
agriculture. With the lifting of the depression in the late 1870s, the increased use of 
commercial fertilizers in the 1880s, the introduction of improved farm machinery, and 
greater attention to improvement of seed and breeds of livestock, agriculture began to 
surge forward. 

Evidence of the new interest in agriculture Jay in the cultivation of fruits, particularly the 
emergence of commercial orchards that featured a variety of apples and peaches. West 
Virginia cattlemen gave increased attention to improvement of livestock breeds. During 
the 1870s, Hereford cattle were introduced into Summers County and breeding stock, 
including Shorthorns and Aberdeen Angus, was sold throughout the state. Each year 
thousands of cattle were driven from the South Branch of the Potomac, Greenbrier, and 
upper Monongahela valleys into the glades of the Alleghenies, where they grazed during 
the spring and summer months before being sent on the hoof to eastern markets or 
returned by the graziers to their owners for wintering and further conditioning. The dairy 
business centered in the Northern Panhandle and favored Jersey and Holstein breeds. 

Mechanization of farm work increased agricultural productivity in West Virginia during 
the late 19th century, but rugged terrain and the small-scale acreage of mountain farms 
prevented the use of machinery on a scale comparable with that of midwestern states. 
Axes, hoes, rakes, pitchforks, plows, harrows, horse mills, and tub mills common in pre­
Civil War days remained on many farms. After the war, the "bull tongue plow," capable of 
throwing soil into rows where com had been dropped by hand, enabled one man and a 
horse to do the work of three men covering the com with hoes. The grain cradle generally 
replaced the sickle and about 1880 the stream thresher and horse-powered reaper became 
common. 

Some of the most significant changes in West Virginia after the Civil War centered in 
efforts to retain or restore soil fertility. Very little commercial fertilizer was used before 
1880, but its application increased some 300 percent by 1909. 

West Virginia farmers embraced the Patrons of Husbandry, or Grange, a national 
organization established in 1867 to relieve the tedium of farm life and promote education 
and the self-improvement of rural Americans. The first lodge in West Virginia was formed 
in 1872 at Summit Point in Jefferson County, and by 1876 the number had grown to 378, 
with 10,752 members, or about 11 percent of the voting population of the state. The 
Grange was strongest in the north central counties of the state and weakest in the rugged, 
undeveloped region south of the Kanawha River. It advocated a state board of agriculture, 
establishment of a college of agriculture, aided in the creation of a Public Utilities 
·commission, and secured laws forcing the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to abandon some 
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Narrative History 

of its rate discriminations and requiring that railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio to pay 
taxes on their West Virginia properties. 

From the early 1880s until about 1897, when it was revitalized, the West Virginia Grange 
was in decline as a result of falling farm prices, exploitation of the state's resources by 
monopolies, continued discrimination against short hauls by the railroads, and an increase 
in farm tenancy. Many farmers turned to the Farmer's Alliance, which had already made 
headway in the western and southern states. At its height, from 1889 to 1892, the Alliance 
had organizations in 41 West Virginia counties and a membership of at least 10,000 in the 
state. Working primarily through the Democratic Party, the Alliance turned to political 
action advocating legislation that would increase the money supply and farm income as 
well as measures to promote the welfare of the rural farm population. 

The year 1896 marked a turning point in West Virginia agriculture. The raising of crops 
and livestock on family-owned farms, once the backbone of the West Virginia economy, 
gave way during the 1870s - 1890s to extractive industries and manufacturing. Railroads 
opened new coal fields, oil and gas industries expanded, and timber production moved 
toward its peak years. Capitalists, urban workers, and labor unions gained dominance in 
political and economic affairs, and farmers, already becoming a minority, lost their last 
major opportunity in 1896 to wield genuine control over the destiny of the state and 
nation with the defeat of William Jennings Bryan, the Democratic candidate for president, 
by William McKinley and the Republican Party. 

In spite of these changes, agriculture in West Vrrginia appeared economically healthy as 
late as 1900, employing 151,000 of the 326,000 gainfully employed persons in the state. The 
state had 93,000 farms, 78 percent of which were owned by their operators. Total 
cultivated farm acreage was nearly 5,500,000, or about 31 percent of the total land area of 
the state, and the total value of farm property was slightly less than $204,000,000, of which 
some $30,000,000 was for livestock. The value of industrial products, however, exceeded 
that of farm products by $30,000,000, a clear indication of future trends. 

One of the most striking changes lay in the increasing loss of self-sufficiency of West 
Virginia farmers. More and more farmers and their hired hands turned to the mines and 
factories for the major part of their income and kept their farms as residences and as 
sources of supplemental earnings. As the coal, oil, and gas industries penetrated rural 
areas, many farmers leased or sold part of their lands or mineral rights and resorted to 
more intensive and scientific agriculture on their dwindling acreages. In so doing, they 
contributed to destruction of the land, pollution of streams, and other environmental 
problems that would plague the state by the mid-20th century.150 

Agricultural Trends During the 20th Century. Despite the declining importance of 
agriculture, West Virginia farmers, like those nationally, generally remained prosperous 
until the end of World War I. Farm income compared so favorably with that of industrial 
workers during the pre-World War I years between 1909 and 1914 that the federal 

150. Rice, West Virginia: A Histo'Y, pp. 174-75; Ambler, West Virginia: The Mountain State, 1940, pp. 456-57, 486-89; 
Ambler and Summers, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 261-63, 346-58, and Lewis, comp., West Virginia: 
Its Histo'Y, Natural Resources, pp. 286-318. 
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government later used the period as a base for parity prices for several important 
agricultural commodities. 

Many agencies assisted West Virginia farmers as they attempted to meet the demands of a 
changing order resulting from the increasing industrialization of the state. The West 
Virginia Farm Bureau, founded in 1918, replaced the Grange as the leading agricultural 
body in the state. In 1907 the 4-H Club movement began in Monroe County, stressing 
farm-related projects. A major achievement of farm organizations was the creation in 1891 
of a bipartisan State Board of Agriculture. The new board pursued policies similar to those 
of the Grange and cooperated with the West Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station 
(established in 1888) and the West Virginia University College of Agriculture (established 
in 1895) in conducting farmers' institutes and publishing numerous farm bulletins. In 1911, 
the legislature replaced the board with a commissioner of agriculture elected by the 
people. 

While agriculture continued to be the dominant economic interest of West Virginians 
during the early 20th century, the changed order resulting from industrialization 
necessitated a change in agricultural methods and emphasis, the most visible 
manifestation of which was a tendency toward smaller farms and more intensive 
cultivation. The total acreage of farm lands decreased by more than 600,000 during the 
decade 1900-10, while the number of farms increased by almost 4,000. The value of all 
farm property increased by nearly $100,000,000 during the decade. Almost $13,000,000 of 
this increase was for livestock, the largest categories of which were cows and heifers. In 
1909, cereals, com, wheat, oats, and related feed crops were valued at nearly $16,000,000; 
hay and foliage products at almost $7,500,000, vegetables at $7,000,000; and fruits at more 
than $3,000,000. 

The 1920 census disclosed the continuation of these general trends for West Virginia 
agriculture. Between 1911 and 1920, the amount of farm land declined by some 450,000 
acres, while the number of farms decreased by more than 9,000. The total value of all farm 
property, however, increased by more than $180,000,000. By 1920 some 82 percent of the 
farms in the state were operated by their owners, most of whom were white and native 
born. 

As elsewhere in the United States, depressed farm prices and markets resulted in 
conditions unfavorable to West Virginia agriculture during the 1920s. Though agricultural 
methods improved, the trend to intensive cultivation increased, and as a consequence, the 
total number of farms and owners decreased, and there was a noticeable trend to tenant 
farming. The number of farms in the state decreased to 82,640 in 1930, while total 
improved acreage increased to more than 6,500,000. The total value of all farm property 
was nearly $412,000,000, of which some $54,000,000 was for livestock. The size of farms 
averaged 106.5 acres (compared with a national average acreage of 157), arid they had an 
average value of $4,138. The farms were operated by nearly 67,000 owners and 15,400 
tenants. 

Agriculture steadily declined in relative importance in the economy of West Virginia after 
the Great Depression. Although the total state gross farm income reached an all-time high 
to date of $192,700,000 in 1951, approximately 80 percent of the cash total was for 
livestock and livestock products sold. Because of declining production and lower average 
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prices received, gross farm income declined to about $100,000,000 in the rnid-1960s. The 
number of farms also declined gradually from the peak of 105,000 recorded in 1935 to 
29,000 in 1970. The net farm income for the state (less than $1,000 per farm) in 1970 was 
among the lowest in the nation, reflecting the fact that most farm families received more 
income from other sources than from agriculture. Under revised definitions of farms in 
1978, the acreage of the state classified as farmland dropped from 4,600,000 to 4,200,000. 
During the 1970s, West Virginia ranked low among the states in the value of its grain 
crops, but it held relatively high positions in the value of its apples, peaches, and tobacco 
crops. Livestock maintained its prominent place in agriculture, with cattle and calves 
valued at about three times that of hogs and pigs. Chickens, particularly commercial 
broilers, and turkeys made up about 30 percent of the state's farm value. In addition, 
dairy products and eggs ranked high among farm products of the state.151 

Historic Development of Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture in Its Local Context 

Early Settlement in the New River Gorge Region. Following the Batts and Fallam 
expedition, there were several early documented penetrations of the New River Gorge 
region. Gabriel Arthur, a trading agent of Abraham Wood, was captured by the 
Tomahitten (or Cherokee) Indians and taken to a Mohetan village on the Kanawha River 
near the present cities of Marmet and Pratt in 1674. John Salling was reportedly captured 
by Indians in 1737 and taken across the New enroute to Cherokee towns. Peter Salley 
followed a trail west of New River Gorge National River on his way to the Ohio River in 
1742. 

Occupation and ownership of lands in the New River Gorge region encountered 
considerable confusion with respect to land surveys, patents, and titles. Large amounts of 
land were granted to men who served in the French and Indian and Revolutionary wars. 
Land grantees applied to officially-designated surveyors to have a tract set off, and this 
survey would be the basis for a future patent. It was not unusual for the same survey to 
be assigned several times before a patent was obtained. Further confusion resulted from 
trading of land warrants and speculative land sales. Early surveys were irregular and 
often inaccurate, and frequently the old patents contained more acreage than the grants 
provided. 

Events leading to the aforementioned system of surveys, patents, and titles commenced in 
1744 when the settlements on the western borders of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland began to push into Indian domain claimed by the Six Nations. Colonial leaders 
arranged for negotiations with Indian chiefs at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, during which 
agreement was reached that all lands lying between the Alleghenies and the Ohio would 
be purchased by the English for a payment of 400 pounds to the Six Nations. This 

151. Rice, West Virginia: A History, pp. 178-79; Rice, West Virginia: The State and Its Prople, pp. 280-81; Ambler and 
Summers, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 348-358; Ambler, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 489ff., 
513-14, 589-92; Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration, comp., West Virginia: A Guide To the 
Mountain State (New York, Oxford University Press, 1941), pp. 70-75; and Kenneth Ellis Bailey, "Some 
Changes In West Virginia Fanning Between 1929 and 1959" (M. A. thesis, West Virginia University, 1964), 
pp. 1-108. 
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arrangement, completed on July 4, 1744, was known as the Treaty of Lancaster, and it set 
the stage for the advance of the western settlements. 

As the frontier settlements moved westward, they continued to face problems with Native 
Americans. The Ingles and Draper families and other Scotch-Irish settlers, for instance, 
migrated from Pennsylvania and established a settlement, known as Draper's Meadows, 
near present Blacksburg, Virginia. Mary Ingles and Bettie Draper were captured during an 
Indian massacre of the settlement in 1755 and transported to the Ohio villages along the 
old Indian trails. Later Mrs. Ingles, leaving her newborn infant daughter behind, made her 
escape from the Indians and followed the Ohio, Kanawha, and New rivers back to a fort 
at "Dunkard Bottom," a short distance from the devastated Draper's Meadows settlement. 

When the French and Indian War ended in 1763, the English, who had secured dominance 
over the trans-Allegheny region as a result of the hostilities, sought conciliation with 
Indian nations that had been allies of the French. They reached agreements that facilitated 
the settlement of western lands. Under terms of the Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1768, Six 
Nations claims to most of trans-Allegheny West Virginia, including the New River Gorge 
region, were extinguished. Settlement began almost immediately, but the Shawnee claimed 
that the New River Gorge region was not Six Nations territory. They protested the 
invasion of their lands with bloody raids on the settlements until the end of the 18th 
century. In 1774, during Lord Dunmore's War, General Anthony Lewis led his militia 
along a trail to the east of the present national river to the Battle of Point Pleasant, where 
he defeated the Indians under Chief Cornstalk in an effort to halt Indian depredations 
against the expanding white settlements. 

Early settlement practices of squatters - persons without legal title to the land whereon 
they located - in the New River region were informal and haphazard. The settler would 
find land that suited him and stake a claim known variously as a "brush," "tomahawk," or 
"com" right. Most often the pioneer would claim a site near a spring, deaden some trees, 
enclose a clearing, and plant some corn. Sometimes he would cut his initials in a tree with 
his tomahawk. It was generally understood that the first man to grow a hill of com on a 
claim was the owner of the land provided he did not claim too much. A maximum of 400 
acres could be taken under a "com" right, but he could be entitled to an adjoining 1,000 
acres if he built a cabin and began farming the acreage. Periodically, government 
representatives visited the settlements, checked proof of "com" rights, and issued 
certificates to the squatters. The certificate was then sent to Richmond, and if there was no 
other claim in six months, the governor would issue a "grant" or "patent" from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The earliest recorded land survey in Fayette County was made for Henry Banks in 1785. 
The survey covered some 40,680 acres, including lands along the New River. A grant for 
the land was signed by Governor Edmund Randolph of Virginia on August 3, 1786. This 
was the first land grant and the largest ever made in present Fayette County. Nearly 70 
land surveys and grants would be made in the present county between 1785 and 1800, 
resulting in patented lands in many parts of present New River Gorge such as, Manns, 
Glade, Laurel, High, Meadow, and Buffalo creeks, Big Sewell, Round Bottom, and other 
rich bottomiands along the New River and its tributaries as well as areas along the ridge 
top. 
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Early settlers, mostly of English, German, and Scotch-Irish descent, moved into the rugged 
New River Gorge region from the upper New River Valley and Piedmont areas of Virginia 
as well as Pennsylvania. Most settlers followed the familiar dendritic farm settlement 
pattern, first selecting the broad lands along the river and adjacent creeks and drainages. 
Although the first settlers were agriculturists, their farming was on a low-scale subsistence 
level. They took advantage of the wild game and natural foods of the surrounding forest 
lands to supplement their corn and vegetable production and provide other necessities of 
life.152 

During the early 19th century, as transportation and personal incomes improved, comforts 
and conveniences in the New River Gorge pioneer homes increased, but the earliest 
individual pioneer and settlement lifestyle was hard. The settler and his family depended 
almost entirely upon their own skills and surrounding natural world for survival. They 
tilled the soil, cleared the land, built their homes, made candles and salt, hunted, tanned 
leather, made shoes and clothing after having manufactured the thread and wax for 
sewing, prepared flax and wool for the loom, and wove cloth. The settler did his own 
blacksmithing and carpentry, made his furniture, and carved his bowls and dishes.153 

The first settlers in the area of present New River Gorge National River appear to have 
entered the region soon after the Revolutionary War. Apparently the first settlers in 
present Fayette County were a group of squatters who located near present-day Ansted 
about 1790. Among them were the families of James Lykens, William Parrish, James 
Taylor, and Bailey Woods. These people, interested in the potential of the land as well as 
the freedom to practice their Baptist beliefs, built the first residences as well as the first 
meeting house in the present county. 

The first recorded settlement within the boundaries of present New River Gorge National 
River was established in 1798 by Peter Bowyer at the junction of Manns Creek and the 
New River. This location was near an Indian ford of the New River on a secondary trail 
that connected the prehistoric Midland and Paint Creek Trails. Here he built a cabin on 
the river bank, cleared a patch, and planted corn. After constructing a boat, he opened a 
ferry, operating it as a private concern for several years before the state legislature in 
Richmond granted him a license on January 18, 1806, to operate the ferry for hire. The 
settlement became known as "Bowyer's Ferry" until the completion of the C & 0 Railroad 
in 1873 when a station named Sewall was established at the ferry.154 

Following Bowyer other settlers moved slowly into the rugged and isolated New River 
Gorge region, first taking up land where there was enough bottom land to establish 
widely scattered subsistence farmsteads. The valley floor settlements gradually filled with 

152. Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, pp. 83-99; Miller, History of Summers County, pp. 249-65; john 
Nuttall, "Pioneering on Kenneys Creek," 1960 (Microfilm 2840, West Virginia Collection, Colson Hall, West 
Virginia University , Morgantown; and R. S. Solecki, "An Archaeological Survey of Two River Basins in West 
Virginia," West Virginia History, X (1948), pp. 338-44. 

153. For more data on the pioneer lifestyle in the New River region, see Peters and Carden, History of Fayette 
County, pp. 100-22. 

154. Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, p. 614. More information on ferries and river crossings in the 
New River region may be found in Shirley Claymore Scott, "New River Crossings, Then and Now: Ferries 
and Bridges From the Narrows to Kanawha Falls,'' ca. 1986, historical files, NERI. 
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each generation and, as newcomers moved in and families expanded, people moved 
farther up the hollows where valleys were narrower and fields smaller. Finally in the 
middle to latter part of the 19th century, the land pressures pushed settlers on to the 
ridges and plateau areas. 

During 1798 Andrew Lykens purchased land where present-day Page is located on Loup 
Creek. Up from the land of Lykens, John Spangler purchased property at present Kinkaid 
in 1810. By that year Peter Bowyer was the only resident in the vicinity of present-day 
Fayetteville, a site that was reportedly first settled by carpenter and joiner Seth Huse from 
New Hampshire. The first European-American to live in the present Mt. Hope vicinity 
was William Blake, Sr., who purchased some 3,062 acres in 1796 for 25 cents per acre. 
Aaron Stockton of New Jersey settled on the banks of the Kanawha River at present-day 
Glen Ferris in 1812. Eight years after Stockton settled at Kanawha Falls, and William 
Blake, Jr., built a house at present Oak Hill, thus becoming the first European-American 
settler of that village. By 1828 Jacob Kelly was operating a grist mill at Robson on lower 
Loup Creek, several miles below the homes of Andrew Lykens and John Spangler. One of 
the early pioneers in the present Fayetteville vicinity was Abraham Vandal, who obtained 
the site to establish Vandalia sometime between 1818 and 1825. 

Other notable pioneers of the national river area included Jacob Smith who moved to the 
future site of Quinnimont in 1827 and Phillip Thurmond who moved his family to the 
Minden area in 1844. After operating Bowyer's Ferry for eight years, Charles Bibb bought 
a 300-acre tract at the present site of Gatewood in 1837. Isaac Sanner, whose "Round 
Bottom" deed was recorded in 1808, sold his property to John Gwinn, the seventh sheriff 
of Fayette County in 1855. This land, almost encircled by a wide bend in the New River 
between present Price and McKendree, would become the home of four generations of 
Gwinns before its abandonment in the 1980s. Sometime after 1846 the Daniel Griffin, 
Caleb Lively, and Adam Hutchinson families settled in the Meadow Bridge vicinity. 
Llewllyn W. James from Amherst County, Virginia, established the Sanger community 
three miles east of Oak Hill on Meadow Fork Creek in 1849. Alfred Beckley, who had 
graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1823, resigned his first 
lieutenant's commission in the army in 1836 to move his family to the lands he had 
inherited from his father at the future site of Beckley. 

A 331-acre tract at present Sandstone Falls was granted to William Richmond, a 
Revolutionary War veteran, in 1796. Four years later Richmond acquired a 10-acre island 
in the New River. His son Samuel operated a mill and ferry at the falls in the early 19th 
century. The hamlet of Richmond Falls (later Richmond) on the east bank of the New 
River was named for John A Richmond, a grandson of William who settled 205 acres on 
the New at the mouth of Lick Creek in the 1850s. 

An Irish Catholic settlement on the plateau above Sandstone began when Maurice Sullivan 
and his wife Margaret from County Kerry purchased 435 acres from John and Sara Gwinn 
in 1855. The settlement would expand as Irish immigrants came to America in the wake of 
disastrous potato famines in Ireland.155 

155. Information on early settlers and settlements in the New River Gorge region may be found in Hill, "Line 
Villages in Southern West Virginia," pp. 121-22; Walter R. Thurmond, "The Town of Thurmond, 1884-1961," 
in Walter Robert Thurmond Witschey, The Thunnonds of Virginia (Richmond, Gatewood Company, 1978), pp. 
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The road system in the New River Gorge region gradually improved, bringing with it 
better means of transportation for farmers' produce and livestock, mail delivery, trade 
goods, and improved creature comforts. The construction of new roads and turnpikes 
stimulated settlement of the region, and after completion of the Giles-Fayette-Kanawha 
turnpike about 1848 systematic settlement of the area commenced.156 

The increasing settlement of the New River region resulted in the need for more effective 
local governments. In 1831 Fayette County was carved out of Logan, Greenbrier, Nicholas, 
and Kanawha counties, and was named in honor of the Marquis de Lafayette. In 1837 the 
seat of the county was moved to Vandalia, or Fayetteville as the town would later be 
called. As the region's settlements continued to expand, Raleigh County with a population 
of 1,765, was carved out of Fayette County in 1850 and named for Sir Walter Raleigh. 
Later in 1871 Summers County (named after George W. Summers, a noted jurist and 
legislator) was formed from portions of Monroe, Mercer, Greenbrier, and Fayette counties, 
thus completing the political alignment of the three-county national river region.157 

Despite the continuing growth of the New River region population, the area remained 
thinly settled until the coming of the C & 0 Railroad and the emergence of the coal 
mining era in the 1870s. On the eve of the Civil War, for instance, Fayette County had a 
population of only 5,997, or 8.2 persons per square mile.158 

By the time of the Civil War, the New River region had a well-developed agricultural­
based economy. In Fayette County, for instance, farming occupied the majority of heads of 
households in 1860. Sewell Mountain, the least developed district in the county, had the 
largest percentage of farmers (82%). Diversified development in the Kanawha District 
reduced farming to only 55.4 percent of heads of households. In the Mountain Cove and 
Fayetteville districts, farmers comprised 72.8 and 75.8 percent of heads of households, 

87-106; Leona G. Brown, "'.Round Bottom: Home of the New River Gwinns," Goldenseal, X (Spring 1984), pp. 
16-17; "A Daughter Remembers, From an Interview by William E. Cox," Goldenseal, X (Spring 1984), pp. 17-21; 
Lester Lively, History of Summers County (N.P., (1963]), pp. 2-4; Louis Berger & Associates, Inc., Archaeological 
Testing For Boardwalk and Bridge Improvements at Sandstone Falls, New River Gorge National River, Raleigh County, 
West Virginia, June 1989, pp. 13-17; Lois C. McLean, "Irish Mountain: The Story of a West Virginia Immigrant 
Community," Goldenseal, XVII (Spring 1991), pp. 47-56; Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, pp. 533 
ff.; Shirley Donnelly, "Early Settlers and Settlements in Fayette County," West Virginia History, X (January 
1949), pp. 125-35; C. Shirley Donnelly, Historical Notes on Fayette County, W. V. [Fayetteville; privately printed, 
1958], pp. 12-16; David E. Johnston, A History of Middle New River Settlements and Contiguous Territory 
(Radford, Virginia, Commonwealth Press, Inc., 1906); Robert Kelvin Holliday, A Portrait of Fayette County 
(Oak Hill, West Virginia, The Fayette Tribune, Inc., 1960), pp. 8-12, 93-105; John Cavalier, Panorama of Fayette 
County (Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing Company, 1985), pp. 84 ff.; Summers County Historical 
Society, The History of Summers County, West Virginia, 1984 (Salem, West Virginia, Don Mills, Inc., 1984), pp. 
8, 22-37; Patricia Givens Johnson, The New River Early Settlement (Pulaski, Virginia, Edmonds Printing, Inc., 
1983); and Miller, History of Summers County, pp. 85-98; 361-63, 409-13. 

156. More information on early roads and turnpikes in the New River region may be found in Paul D. Marshall 
& Associates, Inc., A Cultural Research Project, Vol. 11, pp. 159-66. 

157. Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, pp. 143-49, 381-84; Charles B. Hedrick, Memoirs of Raleigh County 
(Beckley, West Virginia, Wood Printing Company, 1932), n.p.; Cavalier, Panorama of Fayette County, pp. 1-4, 
9; Miller, History of Summers County, pp. 114-23; and E. Lee North, The 55 West Virginias: A Guide to the State's 
Counties (Morgantown, West Virginia, West Virginia University Press, 1985), pp. 20-21, 84-85, 92-93 . 

158. Louis Berger & Associates, Inc., Historical and Archaeological Investigations, Canyon Rim Visitor Center 
Improvement Project, New River Gorge National River, Fayette County, West Virginia, September 1990, p. 6. 

121 



CHAP'l'ER FIVE: EURO-AMERICAN SETILEMENT/ AGRICULTURE HISTORIC CONTEXT 

respectively. In 1860 Fayette County harvested four principal staple crops - wheat, com, 
oats, and potatoes. The average yield per acre was IO bushels of wheat, 20 bushels of com, 
30 bushels of oats, and 100 bushels of potatoes. Grain, carted to local mills, yielded the 
flour and meal necessary for survival, although a percentage of the crop undoubtedly was 
converted into whiskey. 
Upland soil was more suitable for grasses and grain, and thus by the coming of the Civil 
War livestock was becoming a cash business to boost the meager subsistence level incomes 
of the small farmers.159 · 

The agricultural-based economy of the New River Gorge region continued to expand until 
the coming of industrialization during the 1870s. Three years after the completion of the C 
& 0 Railroad through New River Gorge in 1873, M. F. Maury and William M. Fontaine 
analyzed the state of agriculture in West Virginia. Concerning Fayette County they 
observed: 

The surface of Fayette, is hilly, mountainous, and high tableland. The hills and 
mountains usually are not precipitous, and have a fertile soil, the soil is a rich light 
loam, and a sandy loam, which is well suited for the culture of Tobacco. There are 
some fine bottom lands on Meadow River, the soil is 6 inches deep on the hills and 12 
inches or more on the levels. The grains and crops, especially suited to the lands, are, 
Com, Oats, Wheat, Rye, Tobacco, and Grass. The principal exports are Coal, Timber, 
Tobacco, and Stock. Principal industries, are Coal, Mining, Farming, Lumbering, and 
Stock raising, Markets. The tobacco goes to Richmond, Stock to Baltimore, Timber to 
New York and Cincinnati. 

Relative to agriculture in Raleigh County, they noted: 

The surface of Raleigh is hilly and mountainous, with a large proportion of plateau 
land, covered with undulating and rolling hills. The rivers cut deeply into the plane of 
the country, and the roughest land lies in the sides of the hills facing them. The soil is 
a loam, or sandy loam, 4 to 6 inches deep on the hills, and 6 to 10 inches, or more, on 
the levels. The hills and levels produce about alike. The crops are Corn, Wheat, Oats, 
Buckwheat, and Potatoes. Yields are Corn, 20 to 40 bushels; Oats, 20 to 25; Wheat, 10; 
Rye, 15 to 25; Potatoes, 100 to 150. Price of agricultural land, $5 to $15; of timber and 
coal lands, from $1 to $5. Timber is worth 50 cents to $1 per tree, according to kind 
and location; at the mills, $10 per 1,000. Principal industries, farming and stock 
raising. Principal exports, cattle. Market: Cattle go to Baltimore ..... 

Summers County, according to Maury and Fontaine, had: 

some high mountains and a large proportion of rolling, or gently undulating plateau 
land. The soil is sandy or loam, and clay loam, with calcareous matter in some parts. 
On the hills it is 3 to 6 inches deep; on the bottoms, 6 to 12. The crops are Corn, 
Wheat, Oats, Rye, Tobacco and Grass. Corn yields on the levels, 30 to 35 bushels: 
Wheat, 15 to 18; Rye, 15; Oats, 35. On the hills, Wheat and Rye, 10 bushels; Corn and 
Oats, 25; Tobacco, 600 pounds. Value of agricultural land, from $10 to $40 per acre: of 

159. Lou Athey, "Social Change in Preindustrial Fayette County, West Virginia, 1860-1870," Proceedings, New River 
Symposium, 1992, pp. 71-81. 
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timber land, $1 to $5. Timber, stumpage, is worth 50 cents to $1 per tree; at the mills, 
pine and poplar are worth $15 per 1,000. Principal industries, farming, lumbering and 
stock raising. Principal exports: Stock, tobacco, and timber. Market for stock, 
Baltimore: for tobacco, etc., Richmond and Cincinnati; for timber, eastern cities .... 160 

Typical 19th Century Appalachian Mountain Farmstead and Traditional Mountain 
Culture at the Dawn of the Industrial Era in the New River Gorge Region. Very 
different from the fruit grower of the Shenandoah Valley, the cattleman of the South 
Branch Valley or the Greenbrier plateau, or the diversified farmer of West Virginia's river 
valleys was "the Mountaineer," who combined subsistence farming with timbering, 
hunting, and other forest-related occupations. The mountain homesteads, or family farms, 
established by these mountaineers in New River Gorge, as well as throughout much of 
West Virginia, were the backbone of the preindustrial 19th century Appalachian economy, 
and some of them would operate into the 20th century. 

Each mountain homestead functioned as a nearly self-contained economic unit, depending 
upon the land and the energy of a single family to provide food, clothing, shelter, and the 
other necessities of life. Unlike agrarian sections of the Midwest and nonmountain South 
that had moved steadily toward dependence on a single cash crop, mountain family farms 
remained essentially diversified and independent, producing primarily for their own use. 
During the mid-to-late 19th century, Appalachia contained a greater concentration of 
noncommercial family farms than any other area of the nation. 

The typical mountain farm in Appalachia, including most of those in New River Gorge, 
during the preindustrial period, consisted of a disparate mixture of bottomland and 
rugged mountainside. The average farm had about 25 percent of its land in cultivation, 20 
percent in cleared pasture, and the remainder in woodland. Dotted by springs and 
frequently crossed by a creek, the highland farm was generally blessed with good water, a 
relatively mild climate, and a long growing season seldom threatened by early frost. Com 
was the staple crop, occupying about 50 percent of the acreage under cultivation, but oats 
and wheat were also harvested, as well as hay, sorghum, rye, potatoes, buckwheat, and 
other crops. Most farms had a vegetable garden, beehive, and apple orchard, and often a 
variety of pear, plum, cherry, or other fruit trees. Wild blackberries and huckleberries were 
abundant, as were rabbits, squirrels, quail, and other wild game. By the late 19th century, 
large portions of the mountain hillsides had been cleared (usually by burning or girdling 
the trees) for raising cattle, sheep, mules, and fowl. The greatest proportion of the farm, 
including the "public land" that surrounded it, remained in woodland, however, and it 
was here that the family hogs grazed throughout much of the year. 

The daily operation of the farm centered on the growing of all the vegetables and grain 
crops that the family used: com, beans, and potatoes for the table, field com for fattening 
the hogs, hay for feeding the livestock, and small grains, such as oats and wheat, for flour. 
Planting, cultivating, and harvesting were done by hand, since simple tools and traditional 
agricultural techniques proved most practical on the mountainous terrain. 

160. Maury and Fontaine, Resources of West Virginill, pp. 373, 411, 414. 
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The kitchen garden was the mainstay of the food supply, and mountain gardens were 
generally quite large. Plowing was accomplished by use of a single-horse bull tongue or 
hillside turning plow, and early cultivation consisted of simply plowing between rows. 
The garden did not contain a wide variety of vegetables, but there was a large quantity of 
them, with corn being the most plentiful item. 

Along with the garden crops, the self-sufficient mountain farm maintained a variety of 
livestock that provided food, clothing, and other household needs. Few farms were 
without several milk cows, a flock of hens, several mules or work oxen, and a drove of 
shoat pigs. Sheep raised on the rocky hillsides afforded wool for cloth, stockings, or floor 
carpets. Geese were kept both to control insects around the house and for their down, 
which was plucked annually and made into bed ticks and pillows. A pack of dogs was 
kept for hunting, protection, and regulation of rabbits, groundhogs, and other field pests. 

The raising of livestock was the principal commercial enterprise in the mountains before 
industrialization, and it provided mountain farmers with the means of acquiring the few 
goods that could not be raised or produced on the farm. While cattle, sheep, and other 
livestock were grazed in large numbers, hogs were most important to the preindustrial 
mountain economy. Hogs were allowed to fatten on the mast in the forest until late fall, 
when they were brought in and fed on com for several weeks to harden the flesh. Hogs 
were then slaughtered and placed in the smokehouse for the family's needs, and the rest 
were traded or sold to passing drovers. 

In addition to raising hogs and other livestock, mountain farmers supplemented their 
incomes by occasionally cutting timber and gathering medicinal roots and herbs. Small­
scale logging provided off-season work and an opportunity to trade at the mercantile 
centers. During the late summer, before the crops were harvested, families spent much of 
their "lay-by" time collecting ginseng, yellow-root, witch hazel, sassafras, galax, golden­
seal, and bloodroot. Most local merchants accepted these plant products in exchange for 
store commodities. 

Mountain residents seldom received cash for their surplus livestock, roots, and herbs, or 
other commercial products. Like other parts of rural America in the mid-to-late 19th 
century, the mountains were lacking in legal tender money, and barter virtually became 
the sole means of exchange. The center of this barter economy was the local merchant, 
who exchanged retail commodities for surplus agricultural products and extended credit. 
Other businesses, including the hundreds of neighborhood mills in the region, operated on 
a similar basis, providing services in exchange for part of the product itself. This form of 
commerce reinforced the autonomy of the local market system and provided mountain 
communities with considerable freedom from the fluctuations of the national cash 
economy. 

The independence and self-sufficiency of the mountain homestead was evident not only in 
the economic system, but in the material culture and social life of the region as well. From 
the earliest settlement, mountain residents relied almost entirely upon abundant timber, 
stone, and other natural resources for the construction of cabins, houses, barns, sheds, 
tools, furniture, and farm implements, and upon the fellowship of neighbors and kin for 
most social activities. Everything about the mountain homestead, including what has come 
to be referred to as its vernacular architectural style, reflected a society that had adapted 
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to and harmonized with its surroundings by making effective use of local resources and 
by altering traditional cultural patterns to fit new physical conditions. Within this 
environment emerged a regional culture with strong attachments to the land and a 
profound sense of place. The land, the homestead, one's kin, and one's neighbors formed 
the matrix for the daily lives of most mountaineers and the context from which they 
would confront the social patterns of the new industrial age.161 

The Trump-Lilly Farmstead, a historic property in New River Gorge National River, is 
representative of a late 19th-century Appalachian frontier mountain farmstead and as 
such, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1990. Little altered since its 
development, the farmstead, consisting of ten structures that exhibit the characteristics of 
rural vernacular architecture, is an excellent example of subsistence-like, self-sufficient 
agriculture on the less than ideal acreage of an upland terrace in the New River Gorge 
region.162 

The Harry Hampton Ballard Farmstead, a 7.9-acre farm overlooking the New River in the 
Richmond District of Raleigh County, is a former farm in the national river dating from 
the late 19th century. The farmstead, which consists of a vernacular-style farmhouse and 
three outbuildings, retains its original farm structures in a highly unaltered state. A 
significant portion of its original field and pasture configuration is intact, and its rural 
ambience has been preserved. Although additional research and documentation is 
necessary before the Ballard Farmstead can be evaluated for its eligibility for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places, the farm, like the Trump-Lilly Farmstead, could be 
one of the few remaining southern West Virginia farmsteads which have not been adapted 
to modem farming. 

As might be expected, the cultural patterns associated with Appalachian mountain 
homestead life helped to produce a type, "the Mountaineer," which would become a 
distinctive lifestyle in American society for generations. Local color writers drew attention 
to the unique qualities of "the Mountaineer" as early as the 1870s in leading publications. 
Of his characteristics, a sympathetic contemporary wrote in 1870: 

161. Eller, Miners, Millhands, and Mountaineers, pp. 16-23. For more data on the physical components of traditional 
mountain farmsteads in West Virginia see such articles as LeRoy G. Schultz, "The Barns of West Virginia," 
Goldenseal, N (April-September, 1978), pp. 51-56; LeRoy G. Schultz, "Log Barns of West Virginia," Goldenseal, 
IX (Spring 1983), pp. 40-45; and LeRoy G. Schultz, "West Virginia Cribs and Granaries," Goldenseal, IX (Winter 
1983), pp. 47-54. Contextual historical information for vernacular architecture may be found in: Carole 
Rifkind, A Field Guide to American Architecture (New York, New American Library Books, 1980); John J. - G. 
Blumenson, Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms, 1600-1945 (Nashville, 
American Association for State and Local History, 1981); Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to 
American Houses (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1991); Amos Rapaport, House Farm and Culture (Englewood 
Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1969); Camille Wells, Perspectives In Vernacular Architecture, II 
(Columbia, University of Missouri Press, 1986); and Allen G. Noble, Wood, Brick, and Stone: The North 
American Settlement Landscape (Amherst, University of Massachusetts Press, 1984). 

162. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places - Registration 
Form, "Trump-Lilly Farmstead," prepared by Leigh McGowan, January 31, 1990; John Nicely, "The Trump­
Lilly Farm," Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1993, pp. 140-50; and Institute for the History of Technology 
and Industrial Archaeology, West Virginia University, "The Trump-Lilly Farm: Historic Structures & Cultural 
Landscape Report," Technical Report No. 7. Draft, April 26, 1993. 
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The blending of races through several generations has resulted in a well defined 
Angle-Saxon type, slightly modified by that Celtic ease of manner peculiar to the 
dwellers of mild and fruitful climates. The genuine rural West Virginian is not much 
addicted to precipitous motion, rarely loses his temper or self-possession, and beyond 
the acquisition of necessaries of life, limited by almost Spartan frugality, is disposed to 
leave the improvement of things around him to time and chance. This unprogressive 
disposition is the more striking, as his native intellect and sagacity are extraordinary 
and susceptible of high development under proper direction or the stimulus of 
personal ambition. Perhaps nowhere on the continent are there such treasures of 
natural power buried under the rust of indolence and prejudice, and at the same time 
such a display of urbanity and hospitality prompted by native tact and 
geniality .... Very unlike the proverbial Jonathan, the West Virginian seldom inquires 
into his neighbor's business with indelicate curiosity, and no matter how strong or 
antagonistic his convictions, never intrudes them upon strangers in aggressive or 
controversial discourse.163 

During the late 19th century various writers and local authors conveyed the impression to 
the American public that the Appalachian mountain region was a "strange land" inhabited 
by a "peculiar people." The fiercely-independent lifestyle of the mountaineers and their 
intimate symbiosis with the land on which they lived was admired, but their 
backwardness and socioeconomic degradation was censured. The phenomena of the 
Appalachian·cultural experience would linger for generations in the American 
consciousness.164 

Impact of Industrialization on Settlement/Agriculture in the New River Gorge Region. 
Completion of the C & 0 Railroad through the New River Gorge in 1873 had a significant 
impact on the settlement and land use patterns in the region. The coming of the railroad 
opened the entire gorge to the coal and timber industries, and the captains of these 
industries wasted little time in beginning the exploitation of the area, leaving in their 
wake a considerably altered natural landscape and way of life. 

The railroads, because of their inflexible grade requirements, were designed for and 
constructed in river and creek valleys to take advantage of natural drainage slopes and 
level bottomlands, while New River Gorge coal outcroppings were found along the valleys 

163. J. H. Diss Debar, West Virginia Hand-Book and Immigrants' Guide (Parkersburg, West Virginia, Gibbens Bros., 
1870), pp. 33-34. 

164. Alan J. Hauser, "Changing Patterns in Agriculture and Their Impact On the People of Appalachia," 
Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1987, pp. 175-88, and Rice, West Virginia: A History, pp. 179-80. For more 
data on the historical development and cultural implications of the Appalachian experience and its impact 
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on the American consciousness see: Henry D. Shapiro, Appalachia On Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and 
Mountaineers In The American Consciousness: 1870-1920 (Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1978); 
Rodger Cunningham, Apples On The Flood: The Southern Mountain Experience (Knoxville, University of 
Tennessee Press, 1987); David Whisnant, All That Is Native & Fine: The Politics. of Culture In An American Region 
(Chapel Hill and London, University of North Carolina Press, 1983); and john C. Campbell, The Southern 
Highlander and His Homeland (New York, Russell Sage Foundation, 1921). Further information on the issues 
of vernacular architecture and cultural landscapes associated with the character of Appalachian cultural 
patterns in New River region may be found in Karen Hudson, "Architecture and Personal Expression in 
Southern West Virginia," Folklife Center News, XIV (Spring 1992), pp. 3-7, and Karen E. Hudson, Final Report, 
New River Gorge Folklife Project Cultural Landscape Windshield Survey, Submitted to American Folklife Center, 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., March 1992. 

I 

-· I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. I 
' 

II 
I 

11 
i 

I 
I 
I 
1! 
I -. 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
f' 
I 

Narrative History 

and hollows. Thus, the scene was set for the rapid preemption of narrow bottom lands, 
precious to the mountain farmers lucky enough to claim them, for new use as town and 
production plant sites, railroad rights-of-way, and railway yards and facilities. Mountain 
farmers, some of whom had tilled these lands for generations, were driven toward the 
ridges, thus exaggerating the pattern set by population pressures which had historically 
pushed them to increasingly marginal lands. The thousands of farmers who later returned 
to their ancestral valleys did so on the terms of the new industries, coming back as 
miners, loggers, and railroad workers rather than as farmers. 

The railroads not only opened the gorge to industrial development, but they also provided 
a transportation system that enabled the shipment of large quantities of agricultural 
products from the Midwest to the hitherto isolated region. The farm products from the 
Midwest were larger in quantity, more extensive in variety, and cheaper in cost compared 
with the produce of the small-family farms in the gorge and surrounding region. The local 
farmers simply could not compete with the incoming agricultural produce. 

In economk terms, the new industries had their most dramatic impact on land usage 
because mining, lumbering, and railroading outbid farming in the competition for acreage 
as land values soared. In Raleigh County, for instance, where mining took hold on a 
serious basis after construction of the C & O's Piney Creek extension in 1900, farm land 
prices tripled in ten years. Total farm acreage decreased by more than ten percent over the 
same period, while improved farm acreage - most likely the most level lands - dropped 
nearly 25 percent. The number of farms decreased from 1,745 to 1,598, while average farm 
size decreased slightly, from 90.9 to 87.1 acres. This, with the disproportionate drop in 
improved acreage, suggests that competition was not greatest for the land of marginal 
farms; in fact, the 147 farms disappearing between 1900 and 1910 averaged 132.8 acres -
nearly half as big again as most. Thus, the Raleigh County farmer choosing to sell out at 
this time could go to the new industries with money in his pocket. 

Farmers in the New River Gorge region offered no more effective resistance to the 
demands of the extractive industries than did Appalachians elsewhere. Land companies 
customarily bought up promising coal and timber properties well ahead of anticipated 
development, thus paying less than the potential value of the land warranted. The 
mountain farmers had little notion of the true value of the resources on their properties, 
and were happy for whatever price the sale might bring. The deal might seem a bargain 
where only mineral rights were taken, with the family left in apparently unhampered 
command of the surface. At any rate, the native population would have been powerless to 
resist the stronger forces of the national economy when they reached for the region's 
energy and natural resources. 

For the most part, it cannot be assumed that any large part of the native population 
wished to impede industrialization. The mountain farmers appear to have willingly traded 
away their landed heritage, and it was this willingness which made them easy prey to 
land, mineral, and timber speculators. The rapaciousness of the sophisticated buyers lay 
not in purchasing what was readily for sale, but in taking advantage of the general 
ignorance of the sellers.165 

165. Sullivan, Coal Men and Coal Tuums, pp. 54-57. 
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The industrialization of the New River Gorge region had its greatest effect on the 
transformation of the traditional way of mountain life. Not only did agriculture decline, 
but wild game was driven back into the hills, thus reducing subsistence hunting. 
Industrialization sparked an increase in education that shook and disintegrated traditional 
folkways and culture, caused members of the once tightly knit clans to scatter, and 
sharply divided family members as they found themselves on opposite sides of the 
industrial-capitalistic fence. 

The character of the population changed dramatically with industrialization. Because the 
local mountain population was not numerous enough to support a work force, the 
captains of industry imported a labor force, a move that contributed to the end of 
traditional mountain culture. Blacks and European immigrants were recruited to provide 
labor to work the mines and harvest the trees, thus swamping the native mountain 
farmers in a population flood.166 

Settlement/Agriculture in the New River Gorge Region: 1870s-1940s. During the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, as the New River Gorge region became heavily industrialized, 
agriculture declined in relative importance as a significant component of the economy. 
Despite its decline, however, agriculture continued to be a viable part of the region's 
socioeconomic base. According to a study compiled by Virgil A. Lewis in 1904, Fayette 
County, with a population of 19,512 in 1900, contained "much arable land" that was "well 
suited to certain kinds of agriculture." Lewis provided a statistical analysis of the county's 
diversified agricultural productivity: 

By the census of 1900, there were in the county 1,128 farms; of this number, 4 had less 
than 3 acres; 49 had 3 and less than 10 acres; 58 had 10 and less than 20 acres; 215 
had 20 and less than 50 acres; 377 had 50 and less than 100 acres; 280 had 100 and 
less than 175 acres; 85 had 175 and less than 260 acres; 49 had 260 and less than 500 
acres; 6 had 500 and less than 1,000 acres; and 5 had 1,000 or more acres. 

The lands produce the cereals and excellent grass for pasturage. In 1902 there were 
harvested 1,045 acres of wheat, which produced 10,237 bushels, valued at $8,189.60; 
1,917 acres of oats, which produced 29,070 bushels, valued at $11,628.00; 3,487 acres of 
com, which produced 74,041 bushels, valued at $44,424.60; 180 acres of buckwheat, 
which produced 2,727 bushels, valued at $1,363.55; 425 acres in Irish potatoes yielded 
29,688 bushels, valued at $14,844.00; of meadows, 3,788 acres produced 2,720 tons of 
hay, valued at $37,200.00. Of sorghum cane, 90 acres produced 156 tons of forage and 
5,028 gallons of syrup. The total value of all agricultural products for the year was 
$117,694.70. 

The fruit industry is in its infancy, but beginning to develop rapidly. In 1902, there 
were of apples 36,694 trees yielding 32,423 bushels, valued at $19,453.80; of pears, 
1,155 trees, yielding 515 bushels, valued at $412.00; peaches, 3,938 trees yielded 1,191 
bushels, valued at $952.80; of cherries, 3,016 trees, producing 390 bushels, valued at 
$780.00; of plums, 397 trees, producing 82 bushels, valued at $166.00; of small fruit, 29 
acres yielded a production valued at $1,625.00. The total valuation of all fruits for the 
year was estimated at $21,764.60. 

166. Corbin, Life, Work, and Rebellion in the Coal Fields, pp. 6-8, and Williams, West Virginia: A History, pp. 102-15. 
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Narrative History 

Wherever the lands are cleared the indigenous grasses afford excellent pasturage and 
the live stock interests are increasing. In the last mentioned year there were in the 
county 3,515 horses and mules, valued at $40,600.00; 8,736 cattle, valued at 
$174,720.00; 2,574 sheep, valued at $5,148.00; 2,425 swine, valued at $7,375.00. The 
total value of all live stock was $334,095.00. 

Of poultry, there were 25,360 chickens, 559 turkeys, 1,307 geese, and 463 ducks, the 
whole valued at $8,194.00. The value of poultry raised the preceding year was 
$14,293.00; and 132,960 dozens of eggs were produced. There were 1,871 swarms of 
bees, worth $6,926.00, and producing 28,340 pounds of honey, and 560 pounds of 
wax. At the same time there were 3,166 milch cows on farms, and 763 dairy cows not 
on farms.167 

Agricultural statistics for Raleigh and Summers counties during the early 20th century 
may be found in a compendium of agricultural resources in West Virginia compiled by J. 
B. Garvin, Secretary of the West Virginia State Board of Agriculture, in 1907. According to 
this study, the 1906 agricultural production of Raleigh County, which had a population of 
12,436 in 1900, was as follows: 

Wheat 1,500 bushels, valued at $1200.00. Oats 39,450 bushels, valued at $11,835.00. 
Corn 191,321 bushels, valued at $96,660.50. Buckwheat 8,763 bushels, valued at 
$4,381.50. Potatoes 31,103 bushels, valued at $15,551.00. Hay 4,437 tons, valued at 
$44,370.00. Apples 1,000 bushels, valued at $600.00. Pears 300 bushels, valued at 
$180.00. Peaches 304 bushels, valued at $243.20. Cherries 250 bushels, valued at 
$750.00. Plums 50 bushels, valued at $70.00. Horses 2,665, valued at $159,900.00. Cattle 
9,003, valued at $270,090.00. Sheep 5,734, valued at $17,202.00. Angora goats 8, valued 
at $24.00. Swine 4,266, valued at $12,798.00. Poultry 40,375, valued at $12,112.50. 

That same year the farm production of Summers County, which had an estimated 
population of some 17,000, was: 

Wheat 62,136 bushels, valued at $19,708.80. Oats 5,100 bushels, valued at $1,530.00. 
Corn 28,860 bushels, valued at $14,430.00. Buckwheat 4,480 bushels, valued at 
$2,240.00. Potatoes 32,000 bushels, valued at $16,000.00. Hay 2,125 tons, valued at 
$21,250.00. Apples 30,400 bushels, valued at $18,240.00. Pears 2,000 bushels, valued at 
$1,200.00. Peaches 5,000 bushels, valued at $4,000.00. Cherries 950 bushels, valued at 
$2,850.00. Plums 750 bushels, valued at $1,050.00. Horses 2,575 valued at $154,500.00. 
Cattle 6,202 valued at $186,060.00. Sheep 5,309 valued at $15,927.00.168 

During World War I and the postwar years, agriculture continued to be an important, 
although secondary, component of the New River Gorge region's economy. Gradually, 
part-time farming with agricultural income supplemented by other employment became 
the norm as the self-sustaining family farm became a relic of the past. According to the 
West Virginia Geological Survey in 1916, Raleigh County had farm land "adapted to both 
tillage and grazing." Its principal farm products were com, wheat, oats, hay, beef cattle, 

167. Lewis, comp. West Virginia: Its History, Natural Resources, pp. 366-67. 

168. Garvin, comp., West Virginia: Agricultural Resources and Possibilities, pp. 147-48, 151-52. 
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sheep, hogs, poultry, fruit, and vegetables. Considerable income was also derived from the 
digging and sale of medicinal roots found in forest lands.169 

The principal animal husbandry products of Fayette County in 1919, according to the West 
Virginia Geological Survey, were horses, mules, cattle, sheep, hogs, and dairy produce. 
The county's main agricultural crops were corn, oats, hay, potatoes, buckwheat, garden 
vegetables, apples, and peaches. The extensive coal mining operations in the region 
stimulated the growth of truck farming, particularly on the high plateaus of the southeast 
section of the county.170 

In 1926, the West Virginia Geological Survey stated that the principal agricultural crops of 
Summers County were com, oats, wheat, buckwheat, hay, potatoes, apples, peaches, 
cherries, and grapes. The main animal products of the county were cattle, horses, sheep, 
poultry, hogs, mules, and bees.171 

The importance of agriculture in the economic life of the New River Gorge region 
continued to decline during the 1930s and 1940s. By 1950 the population of the three 
counties in which New River Gorge National River is located had reached more than 
115,000, much of the growth stimulated by coal production. Fayette County had 47,866 
residents, while Raleigh had 55,472 and Summers had 11,704. While West Virginia was 
one of the least urbanized states in the East (31.9 percent urban), the New River region 
was even less urbanized (27.1 percent urban). Summers County was 30.l percent urban, 
while Raleigh and Fayette were 22.9 and 11.7 percent, respectively. The large number of 
rural non-farm dwellers was explained by the numerous coal camps of Jess than 2,500 
population and by the fact that many families chose to live in rural areas where the 
family's income was supplemented by garden production or by raising chickens or hogs. 
These part-time farms did not contribute a sufficient percentage of the family's income to 
be classified as farms by the Bureau of the Census. 

By the early 1950s, the New River region had a few large and numerous farms that were 
changing from grain-vegetable-fruit production to animal products specialization. More 
than half of the region's farms contributed less than 50 percent to the farm family's 
income. Approximately 26.7 percent of the region was classified as farmland, ranging from 
Summers County which was 61.8 percent agricultural to Fayette County which had 16.8 
percent of its land in farms. Most of the farms were small, averaging 99.5 acres in 
Summers County, 51.6 acres in Raleigh County, and 42.2 acres in Fayette County. Some 15 
percent of the region's farms had tractors, but other large machinery, such as cultivators 
and harvesters, was almost nonexistent. The expense of such equipment, together with the 
small amount and rough topography of the land to be cultivated, dictated the use of work 
stock and hand tools. While most farms were owned by their operators, the value of the 
average farm, including land and buildings, was only $6,215, a sum that symbolized the 

169. Krebs and Teets, West Virginia Geological Survey, Raleigh County and the Western Portions of Mercer and Summers 
Counties, p. 3. · 

170. Hennen and Teets, West Virginia Geological Survey, Fayette County, 1919, p. 20. 

171. Reger and Price, West Virginia Geological Survey, Mercer, Monroe, and Summers Counties, 1926, p. 51. 
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Property Types 

declininp/mportance of agriculture in the New River region's economy at mid­
century. 2 

Despite the declining importance of agriculture in the New River reigon, small family 
farms continue to operate in Fayette, Raleigh, and Summers counties. Situated on plateaus, 
these surviving agricultural enterprises still produce marketable crops and livestock for 
use by New River region communities. 

PROPERTY TYPES 

Introduction 

European-American settlement/agriculture had a significant impact on the natural and 
built environments of West Virginia and New River Gorge National River from the late 
18th century to 1945. Although significant portions of early pioneer settlements and 
agricultural operations in the gorge were swept away with the coming of the coal, 
railroad, and lumber industries during the 1870s and 1880s, vestiges of 19th and early 
20th-century self-sufficient, subsistence farms survive, particularly on the slopes and 
upland sections of the region. 

Typology of Known and Expected Property Types 

The typology of known and expected types for Euro-American settlement/agriculture 
includes: 

1. Farmsteads 
a. Farm houses 
b. Domestic outbuildings (privies, outhouses, detached or outkitchens, wells, laundry 

sheds, icehouses, semi-subterranean storage cellars) 
c. Agricultural production facilities (springhouses, barns, granaries, sheds, stables, 

smokehouses) 
d. Specialized activity areas (yards, vegetable gardens, orchards, fields and pastures, 

woodlots, and trash dumps with associated fences or stone walls). 

172. William Thomas Witzel, 'The Resources and Industries of the New River Drainage Basin in West 
Virginia" (M.S. thesis, University of Tennessee, 1957), pp. 18-23, 27-34. Further data on agricultural 
production and trends in Fayette, Raleigh, and Summers counties during the 20th century may be found 
in: Monroe Washington, Raleigh's Rich Resources (Beckley, Beckley Newspapers Corporation, 1955), p. 25; 
Paul E. Lovingood, Jr., and Robert E. Reiman, Emerging Patterns In the Southern Highlands: A Reference 
Atlas, Produced by the Appalachian Consortium, Inc., in cooperation with Appalachian State University, 
University of South Carolina, and Tennessee Valley Authority, 1982, Vol. I, Introduction; U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, United States Census of Agriculture: 1925, West Virginia Statistics by 
Counties (Washington, Government Printing Office, 1928); West Virginia, Department of Agriculture, West 
Virginia Agriculture (Charleston, 1928); West Virginia University, Agricultural Experiment Station, College 
of Agriculture, Forestry, and Economics, Agricultural Changes In West Virginia, 1940-1950-1959, Current 
Report 38, May 1963; Bailey, "Some Change In West Virginia Farming Between 1929 and 1959;" and Mack 
H. Gillenwater, "A Geographical Analysis of the Demographic Changes in the New River Basin, 1900-
1980," Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1983, pp. 203-17. 
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2. Agricultural Processing Facilities 
a. Gristmills 
b. Carding/woolen/fulling mills 
c. Tanneries 
d. Slaughterhouses 
e. Limekilns 
f. Distilleries 

3. Transportation Facilities 
a. Farm roads 
b. Farm-related conveyances 

Known and Expected Distribution of Property Types 

Farmsteads. A farmstead consists of specialized structures, features, facilities, and activity 
areas which form a functionally interrelated (and largely self-sufficient) economic unit of 
domestic agricultural production at the level of the household. Physical remains associated 
with this property type include farm houses or dwellings for the farm family. Domestic 
outbuildings on the farmstead may include privies, outhouses, detached or outkitchens, 
wells, and laundry sheds. Agricultural production facilities on the farmstead may include 
springhouses, barns, granaries, sheds, stables, and smokehouses. Specialized activity areas 
on the farmstead may include yards, vegetable gardens, orchards, fields and pastures, 
woodlots, and trash dumps with associated fences or stone walls. Portions of the 
specialized activity areas may not always be contiguous to the parcel where the complex, 
including the farm house, domestic outbuildings, and agricultural production facilities, is 
located. 

The majority of structures associated with a farmstead in the gorge area are vernacular­
design log or wood-frame structures, while specialized structures, such as, springhouses, 
smokehouses, icehouses, semi-subterranean storage cellars, wells, and chimneys, are more 
typically constructed of stone or brick. Log and wood-frame structures are subject to more 
rapid deterioration than those of stone and brick. 

Early farmsteads in the gorge tended to be located in the rich bottomlands along the New 
River and its tributaries where the soil was fertile and the farm lands were easily 
accessible to historic roads and river transportation. The coming of the C & 0 Railroad in 
1873 opened the entire New River Gorge to the coal and lumber extractive industries. The 
railroads were generally designed for and built in river and creek valleys to take 
advantage of natural drainage slopes. New River coal outcroppings were also found 
primarily along the valleys and hollows as were lucrative and accessible timberlands. 
Thus, fertile valley and bottomland farm areas were preempted for use as coal, railroad, 
and lumber operations. The mountain farmers, some of whom had been on the land for 
generations, were driven toward the less fertile ridges and plateau areas of the gorge 
region. Thus, most extant remnants of Euro-American farmsteads are to be found on the 
ridges and plateau areas of the gorge in sections that were accessible to historic roads and 
removed from coal, lumber, and railroad operations. 
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Property Types 

Agricultural Processing Facilities. A series of industries involved in processing 
agricultural products are associated with this context. These individual industries comprise 
the agricultural processing industries property type. Included in this property type are 
such sub-types as gristmills, carding/woolen/fulling mills, tanneries, slaughterhouses, 
limekilns, and distilleries. Like farmsteads these industrial complexes were functionally 
related and largely self-contained economic units. 

Early agricultural processing industries in the gorge and nearby areas varied considerably 
in terms of their size, technology, labor requirements, and distribution across the 
landscape. Most, however, were waterpowered, at least in the early 19th century, or used 
water as an element in their respective processes. Thus, most of the early examples of this 
property type would have been located along or near the New River and its tributary 
streams. 

The coming of the railroad, coal, and lumber industries during the 1870s and subsequent 
years, however, drove the agricultural processing industries, along with the farmsteads, 
toward the ridges and plateau areas of the gorge region. Hence most extant remnants of 
Euro-American agricultural processing industries, as is the case with farmsteads, are likely 
to be found on the ridges and plateau areas of the gorge in sections that were accessible to 
historic roads and removed from coal, lumber, and railroad operations. 

Transportation Facilities. Farmsteads and agricultural processing facilities required 
transportation for operation and marketing. Historic farm roads provided access to 
farmsteads and connected farmsteads to outlying fields and pastures. They also enabled 
farmers to transport their produce to nearby agricultural production facilities. While much 
of the early agricultural produce of the New River Gorge was consumed on the self­
sufficient farmstead itself, some farmers began to market portions of their crops in local 
towns during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Farm roads were necessary arteries 
for transportation of farm goods to local markets. As is the case with farmsteads and 
agricultural processing facilities property types, most extant farm roads are to be found on 
the ridges and plateau areas of the gorge in sections that were removed from coal, lumber, 
and railroad operations. While early farm-related conveyances generally consisted of horse 
or oxen-drawn wagons and/or rudimentary implements, farm-related motorized vehicles, 
such as tractors, were introduced in southern West Virginia by the 1920s. 

Present Conditions of Property Types 

Most early farmsteads, agricultural processing industries, and transportation facilities 
along the New River and its tributaries in the gorge region have disappeared or become 
historic archeological sites as a result of industrialization. While a few remnant examples 
of late 19th and early 20th century historic farmsteads are extant in the ridge and plateau 
areas of the gorge, visible traces of agricultural sites have become less well defined and 
most have become reclaimed at least in part by the forest and dense vegetation as 
agricultural activity has declined and farmsteads have been abandoned in recent decades. 
The Trump-Lilly Farmstead, for example, is a rare surviving site representative of a late 
19th and early 20th century traditional self-sufficient/ subsistence farm in New River 
Gorge National River: However, only about 10 percent of the farm is now cleared and the 
agricultural system one sees today is small by comparison to the agrarian activities that 
once were undertaken at the site. 
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The majority of historic structures associated with farmsteads are vernacular-design log or 
wood-frame structures. With the decline of agricultural activity they have received little or 
no maintenance, and thus have been subjected to rapid deterioration in the humid New 
River climate. Specialized farmstead structures, such as springhouses, smokehouses, and 
icehouses, are more typically constructed of stone or brick and thus more likely to survive. 
Abandoned farmsteads have been subjected to vandalism, salvage to area residents, and 
"pot-hunting" by artifact collectors. Structures on some surviving farmsteads have been 
modernized to accommodate housing needs by rural non-farm residents. 

Because of the self-sufficient, subsistence nature of most agricultural activity in the gorge 
area, few, if any, agricultural processing facilities that can be identified are extant in New 
River Gorge National River. Some examples of such enterprises may survive, however, in 
nearby towns and service centers. 

Historic farm road remnants are extant in some parts of the gorge, especially in the ridge 
and plateau areas away from industrial sites. The integrity of some road fragments, 
however, has been impacted by nearby coal, lumber, or railroad operations. 

TABULAR SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

This tabular summary of management information includes key data for each historic 
property related to the Euro-American settlement/agriculture context in New River Gorge 
National River that has been surveyed by the cultural resources management staff of the 
former Mid-Atlantic Regional Office. During fiscal year 1992, a survey by MARO was 
conducted of structures acquired by the National Park Service from 1982 to 1992 to begin 
the draft List of Classified Structures for the national river. Information on each structure 
(including structural landscape features and ruins) was collected from land acquisition 
records, local histories, journals, newspapers, and oral interviews. Compilation of 
information for the draft LCS is an ongoing process. In November 1993, for example, the 
MARO-LCS team surveyed structures at the Harry Hampton Ballard Farmstead that had 
recently been purchased by the National Park Service. 

Data for the structures listed in the tabular summary is from the draft LCS. This 
information will change as further studies and fieldwork are undertaken and 
Determinations of Eligibility and National Register of Historic Places nominations are 
completed. The names of the structures in the tabular summary were given at the time of 
the fieldwork and often represent the name of the most recent owner of the property 
rather than a historic name. Some of the structures' names will change as a result of the 
research for this historic context study as well as research that may be undertaken in the 
future. 
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PARK 
STRUC-
TUREN 

S-023 

5-023A 

S-024 

S-025 

S-026 

S-027 

S-028 

S-029 

S-123B 

S-157 

S-156 

S-158 

None 

LCS 
ID# PROPERTY NAME 

80359 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
House 

80363 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Yard Fence 

80360 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Granary 

80354 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Barn 

80361 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Stable 

80355 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Spring House 

80362 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Meat Shed 

None Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Wash House 

80357 Trumt-Lilly Farmstead 
Field ences 

80948 Trump-Lilly Farmstead 
Outhouse 

80949 TrumfaLilly Farmstead 
Hay am 

81614 Trump - Lilly Farmstead 
Outlying Barn 

None River Road (portion of 
WV26) 

Tabular Summary of Management Information 

NATIONAL 
PROPERTY PROP. REGISTER STATUS 

LOCATION CATEGORY 'f>l>E (DATE) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing la Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Unstabi- ld Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) lized ruin 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03 structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing lb Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing Id Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing lb Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton vicinity (NERI Standing le Listed (11-8-
Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton Vicinity Standing le Listed (11-8-
(NERI Tract 102-03) structure 90) 

Hinton to Sandstone Asphalted 3a Not evaluated 
(east bank of New River) road in 

historic 
road 
alignment 
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CHAPTER SIX: RECREATION/STATE PARKS HISTORIC CONTEXT 

NARRATIVE HISTORY 

Summary 

Geographic Boundaries: New River Gorge National River 
Chronological Period: 1930s - 1940s 

The historic context for recreation/ state parks in New River Gorge National River focuses 
on the establishment of three state parks within the authorized boundaries of New River 
Gorge National River. At the time of its creation in 1978 the three state parks - Babcock, 
Grandview, and Sandstone Falls - formed the basis of established public recreation 
facilities and opportunities in the national river. During the 1930s two of the parks -
Babcock and Grandview - were established as units of the embryonic West Virginia state 
park system and were developed using New Deal funding and Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) workmen under the technical supervision of the National Park Service. The 
two parks, both of which contain extant examples of CCC rustic architecture, became 
popular and well-known areas in the state park system, and Grandview became one of the 
most heavily visited day-use parks in the state. Because it was established in the 1970s 
and developed as a riverfront day-use site with picnic facilities in the 1980s, Sandstone 
Falls State Park falls outside the significant chronological period for this historic context. 
Sandstone Falls and Grandview were acquired by the National Park Service in 1988 and 
1990, respectively, and made a part of the national river. The twin concepts of recreational 
development and conservation of natural and scenic resources that provided the rationale 
for establishment of the state parks foreshadowed the underlying purposes for creating the 
national river as a unit of the National Park System. 

While this study focuses on the three state parks within the boundaries of New River 
Gorge National River, four other units of the West Virginia state park system are adjacent 
to the national river's boundaries. These areas - Hawks Nest, Carnifex Ferry, Pipestem, 
and Bluestone - also offer insights into the development of recreational destinations in 
the New River region. 

Introduction 

This historic context for recreation/state parks in New River Gorge National River is 
based in part on a book authored in 1988 by Kermit McKeaver, chief of the Division of 
State Parks in West Virginia from 1948 to 1977. The book, entitled Where People and Nature 
Meet: A History of the West Virginia State Parks, provides a historical overview of both the 
state park system and its individual units and offers a synopsis of the principal themes 
and resources in the major parks in the state. 
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Historic Development of Recreation/State Parks in Its National Context 

National Conservation Movement. Development of the recreational potential of West 
Virginia's vast array of natural resources and establishment of an extensive state park 
system during the 20th century has been influenced by the growing nationwide 
conservation and state parks movements. As the nation's natural resources were being 
ruthlessly exploited to meet the demands of an increasingly urbanized and industrialized 
society during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the conservation movement took root 
to protect and develop the country's physical resources in a more orderly and rational 
manner. While the goal of the conservation movement was to protect the nation's 
remaining natural resources from exhaustion, it also encouraged the orderly use of those 
resources by an increasingly modem society that was seeking recreational opportunities in 
the nation's vanishing natural hinterlands. 

The last decade of the 19th century and the first several decades of the 20th century were 
called the "conservation era," because the period was one of extraordinary concern for the 
fate of the nation's natural resources. During those decades the wise management of 
American resources was a major cause that captured considerable media and public 
attention. It drew support from organizations based on profession - associations of 
biologists, geographers, geologists, and other natural sciences. It also drew support from 
outdoor clubs, such as the Appalachian Mountain Club and the Sierra Club, and from 
scenic preservation organizations, garden clubs, and civic betterment associations. The 
conservation cause was also supported by those businesses which had economic stakes in 
provident natural resource management - some timber companies, railroads, and 
elements of the mineral extraction industry. This breadth of concern inspired and was 
reflected in the high level of political attention conservation received. Both major political 
parties formulated platform planks out of the conservation issue. Gifford Pinchot, one of 
conservation's most forceful partisans, became President Theodore Roosevelt's chief 
lieutenant and ultimately one of the most prominent men in Washington as Chief Forester 
of the U.S. Forest Service, an agency established in 1905 to provide for the wise use of the 
nation's forestlands. 

As a movement and as a cause conservation had strong ties to the contemporary 
progressive movement. Progressivism was tied to the emergence of an industrial economy 
and a modem, middle class society in the decades following 1890. One of its principal 
goals was to make government responsive to the rapidly broadening and increasingly 
powerful middle class. Another of its central aims was to bring government in line with 
the latest rational scientific principles. Out of this concern for rationality came a demand 
for efficiency in government. The movement abhorred "politics" and "special interests," 
thus reflecting a homogeneous notion of the public good that made little allowance for 
class or region-based differences in needs. 

Like progressivism, the conservation movement was directed toward accommodating the 
changes associated with the emergence of modem industrial society. The wider 
significance of the movement, according to some writers, stemmed from the role it played 
in transforming a decentralized, nontechnical, and loosely organized society into a highly 
organized and centrally directed society that could meet a complex world with efficiency 
and purpose. 
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The progressive conservation agenda for land resources, especially what remained of the 
public domain, reflected some of the movement's dominant themes. The conservation 
movement advocated continued public ownership of much of the public domain, since 
such a policy was bound up with the idea of the public good and the notion of efficiency. 
Public ownership would give scientists and resource management professionals the 
greatest latitude in working toward the public good by protecting the nation's natural 
resources from rapacious exploitation and promoting their rational use. Public land 
ownership thus fit into a homogeneous, universalist notion of the public good with all 
Americans, regardless of class or region, becoming the beneficiaries of its bounty. 

Although the idea of perpetual public ownership of much of the public domain was not 
new, and isolated areas had been exempted from private claims beginning in the early 
19th century, it was not until the era of progressive conservation that a policy of massive, 
systematic exemption gained broad popular support and made political headway. Before 
the progressive era closed after World War I, more than 150,000,000 acres of the public 
domain had been placed in national forests, parks, and monuments. 

These withdrawals raised the question of what should be done with the millions of acres 
of land that the federal government was to manage. When this question arose, a split 
emerged in the conservation movement between those for whom ideas of the public good 
were based on a utilitarian, materialist humanism and those whose ideas were grounded 
more in a sense of aesthetics or a mystical reverence for nature. 

The writings of Gifford Pinchot and John Muir represent the opposing poles of thought 
which the movement included. Conservation, as defined by Pinchot, stood for three 
central utilitarian principles which would guide the multiple resource use philosophy of 
the U.S. Forest Service. The principles were: 1) orderly development of natural resources 
and the fullest use of them by the present generation; 2) prevention of waste; and 3) 
development and preservation of resources "for the benefit of the many, and not merely 
for the profit of a few." 

While Pinchot offered the material means of a satisfying modern life, Muir hoped to create 
through his preservation efforts the psychic and physical antidotes for what he saw as the 
dehumanizing aspects of modern industrial urban society. Untrammeled nature could 
restore what modern society deadened - the primitive, natural side of man. Muir desired 
a balance of the spiritual and the material, out of which would come total well-being. 
Preservation of the nation's great scenic areas from material exploitation would be an 
important means to this end. In keeping with progressivism's broad-based, democratic 
notions of public interest, it was important to ensure public access to these unspoiled 
places for recreation and spiritual renewal. These ideas would provide the intellectual 
framework for the establishment of the National Park Service in 1916.173 

State Parks Movement. During the 1920s, while the National Park Service was expanding 
in many directions, a state parks movement gathered momentum, resulting in 
establishment of numerous state park systems throughout the nation. Stephen T. Mather, 

173. Ronald A. Foresta, American's National Parks and Their Keepers (Washington, Resources for the Future, Inc. 
1984), pp. 9-18. Also see U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, The National Survey of 
Historic Sites and Buildings, Theme XIX, Conservation of Natural Resources, 1963, pp. 1-176. 
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Director of the National Park Service, strongly and actively encouraged this movement, 
believing that the National Park System was a model that should be emulated by the 
states. Beyond his belief that the time had come when the states should begin to do on a 
political level what the nation was doing on the "heroic scale," Mather faced a 
disconcerting problem. The national park concept had caught the public imagination, and 
tourists had begun to visit these wilderness treasures in growing numbers, creating a 
profitable new industry - entertainment of the traveler - both inside and on the fringes 
of the parks. Pressures began to build to establisl;t new national parks throughout the 
country as the states attempted to reap the benefits of the tourist industry. As a result, 
numerous proposals were submitted for new parks that did not compare with the 
nationally significant "crown jewels" of the National Park System such as Yosemite, 
Yellowstone, Mount Rainier, Glacier, Crater Lake, and Grand Canyon. Furthermore, many 
of the proposed parks did not measure up to the high standards developed by Mather and 
his associates for additions to the system. 

As a consequence of this dilemma, Mather was determined to promote the growth and 
development of state park systems. Although some states had established parks as early 
as the 1880s, by 1921 six states had only one park and 29 had no state parks. Accordingly, 
Mather convened the first National Conference of State Parks, under the sponsorship of 
the National Park Service, in Des Moines, Iowa, in January 1921. Attended by some 200 
conservationists, the meeting resulted in a movement toward the creation of systems of 
recreation areas within the states which would be comparable in purpose, choice, 
administration, and resultant benefits to what on the national scale was the purpose and 
achievement of the National Park System. The principal tenets of the newly-organized 
conference were: 

To urge upon our governments, local, county, state, and national, the acquisition 
of additional land and water areas suitable for recreation, for the study of natural 
history and its scientific aspects, and the preservation of wildlife, as a form of the 
conservation of our natural resources; until there shall be public parks, forests 
and preserves within easy access of all the citizens of every state and territory of 
the United States; and also to encourage the interest of non-government agencies 
and individuals in acquiring, maintaining and dedicating for public uses similar 
areas; and in educating the citizens of the United States in the values and uses of 
recreational areas.174 

Under Mather the Park Service offered advice and guidance to the state park commissions 
and served as a national clearing house for information on state parks. This assumption of 
an active role in relation to state park systems had clear strategic advantages for the 
bureau. It created a new class of clients among state and local park officials who 
benefitted from Park Service aid and advice. It supported the bureau's claims to a leading 
role in federal recreation policy. More importantly, by encouraging state park systems the 
National Park Service might enable the states to accept as parks, many of the inferior sites 
which state congressional delegations were proposing as national parks. While these 
practical reasons were important to Mather, he was also very much imbued with the 

174. Freeman Tilden, The State Parks: Their Meaning in American Life (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1962), pp. 3-5. 
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progressive vision, which for him included an ideal landscape incorporating a system of 
state parks to accommodate the increasingly motorized, affluent public.175 

Enactment by Congress in 1936 of the Park, Parkway, and Recreation Area Study Act, 
upon the recommendation of the Park Service, was a milestone in strengthening the 
relationship between the bureau and the states. The act clearly established the bureau as 
the preeminent federal recreation agency, and it singled out the bureau as the proper 
conduit of federal aid to lower levels of government for recreation projects. This legislation 

. directed the NPS to make a comprehensive study of the park and recreation area 
programs of the United States to provide data that would be helpful in "developing a plan 
for coordinated and adequate public park, parkway, and recreation area facilities for the 
people of the United States." It also authorized the Park Service to furnish consultative 
and advisory assistance to the states and their political subdivisions. 

During the late 1930s, the Park Service, under authority of this act, assisted 46 states and 
the territory 
of Hawaii in developing plans for statewide and territorialwide parks and recreation 
areas. Thirty-seven of these plans, some of which were preliminary in nature, were 
completed at the time work was suspended soon after American involvement in World 
War II. The 1941 report, A Study of the Park Recreation Problems of the United States, was 
based to a considerable extent on the findings of the state and territorial studies.176 

Work on the cooperative studies with the states was resumed in 1956 as an important 
element of the Park Service's Mission 66 Program. After the establishment of the Outdoor 
Recreation Resources Review Commission in 1958, the Service cooperated closely with the 
commission and made its planning data available to that group. 

Following issuance in January 1962 of the commission's report, Outdoor Recreation for 
America, a Bureau of Outdoor Recreation was· established in the Department of the Interior 
to implement one of the commission's major recommendations. A number of functions 
relating to cooperation with other federal, state, and local agencies, as authorized by the 
1936 act, were transferred to the new bureau.177 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Little more than a decade after the meeting at Des 
Moines federal assistance was to give the development of state parks an impetus that 
neither Mather nor anyone else could have envisioned. The booming economy of the 1920s 
in the United States came to an abrupt end with the stock market crash in October 1929 
and was succeeded by a tragic period known as the Great Depression. Although the 
economic downturn began in 1929, it was not until 1931-32 that its true depths and the 
need for major remedial action became apparent. At that point, coping with the 
Depression became a major demand, perhaps the major one, on elements of the federal 
bureaucracy. During the 1930s the Park Service found an important place in New Deal 
efforts to cope with the wounded economy and its social consequences. 

175. Foresta, America's National Parks and Their Keepers, p. 39. 

176. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, A Study of the Park and Recreation Problems of the United 
States (Washington, Government Printing Office, 1941. 

177. Tilden, State Parks, pp. 13-14, and Foresta, America's National Parks and Their Keepers, pp. 45-46. 
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt's relationship to his Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. 
Ickes, was a close one, and Ickes convinced the president that unemployed labor could be 
put to good use in carrying out conservation and recreation projects for Interior's bureaus. 
Conservation and the provision of recreational opportunities were areas in which the 
federal government could spend extensive sums of money and employ much labor with 
relatively little controversy, since these programs were widely recognized as legitimate 
concerns of government. Moreover, it could be argued that the public provision of 
recreation facilities complemented, and in some cases stimulated, private business. 
Accordingly, the Park Service was assigned a large role in managing the Civilian 
Conservation Corps program and soon that role came to eclipse all other bureau 
responsibilities in terms of personnel and resources employed. 

A bill, commonly called the Federal Unemployment Relief Act, was signed into law on 
March 31, 1933, the legislation providing for Emergency Conservation Work (ECW) as the 
Civilian Conservation Corps was officially called. The CCC was authorized to provide 
work for 250,000 jobless male citizens between the ages of 18 and 25 (on October 1, 1935, 
the age range would be expanded from 17 to 28) who had been unemployed for at least 
six months. CCC enrollees would be engaged in reforestation, road construction, soil 
erosion prevention and control, and park recreation and flood control projects. Work 
camps, consisting of approximately 200 men, were established for CCC enrollees, and the 
youth received $30 per month, $25 of which went to their dependents. Enrollees were 
provided with living quarters, food, clothing, medical care, and hospitalization. Initially, 
enlistment was for six months, but in September 1933 provision was made for 
reenlistment. Four federal departments cooperated in carrying out the CCC program. The 
Department of Labor recruited the enrollees, while the War Department administered and 
directed the work camps and camp activities, which included camp construction, 
transportation, and physical conditioning of the men. The Departments of Agriculture and 
of the Interior organized and supervised the work projects. As many as 500,000 men were 
in the program at one time, and by the end of 1941 some 2,000,000 men had been 
employed by the program.178 

At its peak, there were 2,635 CCC camps operating on projects in the United States, 561 of 
which were assigned to national, state, and local parks. As hundreds of millions of dollars 
in federal emergency funds from New Deal agencies were poured into conservation 
activities, the National Park Service had an organization suited in skill and experience, 
though not staffed for such an undertaking, to direct the efforts into channels that would 
secure lasting benefits. The enrollees worked on hundreds of national park development 
projects, including a large backlog of projects which had been planned but which had not 
been carried out for lack of money and manpower. By 1935 the bureau was operating 118 
CCC camps in the National Park System. It was estimated by some that during its ten 
years of existence (1933-42) the CCC performed park conservation work that would have 
taken 50 years to accomplish under ordinary conditions. 

178. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Park 
Service, 1933-1942: An Administrative History, by John C. Paige, 1985, pp. 1-37; Richard B. Morris, ed., 
Encyclopedia of American History: Bicentennial Edition (New York, Hagerstown, San Francisco, and London, 
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1976), pp. 404-05; and Yvonne Snyder Farley, '"'"A Good Part of Life," 
Remembering the Civilian Conservation Corps,'" Goldenseal, VII (January - March 1981), pp. 42-49. More than 
55,000 men from West Virginia served in CCC work camps throughout the United States. 
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While the Park Service utilized considerable sums of federal emergency funds in national 
park development projects, the greatest proportion of such funds expended through the 
bureau went to nonfederal park development - state, county, and metropolitan park 
systems. The availability of these funds enabled the Park Service to expand upon its 
policies of promoting nonfederal park systems, and at the same time state and local 
officials saw these funds as an opportunity to develop park systems to meet the increasing 
conservation and recreation needs of their citizens. During 1933-35, for instance, seven 
state park systems were established while nationwide a total of 350 new state parks were 
created. The Park Service drew up development plans for the new state parks and carried 
out many of the plans with the CCC labor at its disposal. Road and water supply systems, 
power lines, trails, dams, picnic, bathing, and camping facilities, and park administrative, 
maintenance, and housing structures were some of the projects completed by the CCC 
enrollees. Under the Emergency Relief Administration submarginal farming and grazing 
land was acquired by the federal government, and much of the land deemed of value for 
recreation was turned over to the Park Service. Some of this land was developed into 
parks with the idea of eventually turning them over to the states in which they were 
located and for whom they would serve as model state parks. These "recreation 
demonstration areas" were developed with CCC labor as well. In fact, the bureau's use of 
CCC labor in many of its projects was so lavish that at the program's peak in size in 1935, 
the Park Service was employing some 6,000 supervisors and 120,000 enrollees in 
connection with it.179 

Historic Development of Recreation/State Parks in Its State Context 

Overview of Conservation and Recreation Development in West Virginia: 1890s-1920s. 
The destructive tendencies of the coal, lumber, and other extractive industries during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries left a legacy of depleted resources and scarred terrain in 
West Virginia, much as they did throughout the Appalachian region.18° Choice stands 
of forest were ruthlessly cut, and the lack of precautions in the use of railroad locomotive 
and steam-propelled sawmills, together with the carelessness and ignorance of farmers 
and hunters, led to extensive forest fires, resulting in soil erosion, floods, and declining 
soil fertility. Rivers and streams were polluted, leading to a decline in the fish population, 
and game animals and birds were senselessly slaughtered. Thus, the results of 
industrialization were exploitation and ruination of West Virginia's natural resources, 
scenic qualities, and traditional landscapes. 

While some limited efforts were undertaken during the last several decades of the 19th 
century to protect West Virginia's vanishing natural resources from the ravages of 
industrialization it was not until the early 1900s that conservation began to receive 
statewide attention. Under the impelling national leadership of President Theodore 
Roosevelt, the movement for conservation of West Virginia's natural resources, previously 
launched, could no longer be neglected. Its beginnings were closely related to a legislative 
act of 1897 authorizing a geological and economic survey. This work came under the 
direction of Dr. Israel C. White, a distinguished geologist of international reputation, who 

179. Foresta, America's National Parks and Their Keepers, pp. 43-45, and Tilden, State Parks, pp. 14-16. 

180. Eller, Miners, Millhands, and Mountaineers, pp. 110-12. 
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acted as state geologist without pay. The county surveys for the state geological and 
economic survey made under his direction were storehouses of information on West 
Virginia's natural resources. In conjunction with the Agricultural Experiment Station of 
West Virginia University, the state board of agriculture, and the farmers' granges, White 
was able to create interest in conservation in .many ways. His most enduring legacy was 
the appointment in 1908 of a state conservation commission authorized to study and 
report upon West Virginia conservation problems and to cooperate with President 
Roosevelt's Conservation Conference that same year.181 

The state conservation commission, under White's leadership, prepared a report in 1908 
describing the destruction of West Virginia's natural resources and the need for 
conservation. In making a case for protection and preservation of the state's scenic and 
natural resources, the report stressed the economic benefits to be derived from utilization 
of such resources for recreation and tourism. The report noted in part: 

West Virginia has not, up to the present time, done much with its scenery except 
to mar it, mutilate it, and burn it up. Except in the case of mineral springs, 
practically nothing has been done in this state to make scenery attractive or to 
bring it to the attention of the outside world. West Virginia may never rival 
Switzerland, but it can equal Maine. The summer climate is glorious among its 
high mountains and elevated valleys. A series of summer hotels from 3,000 to 
4,000 feet above the sea might stretch across the state, following the Allegheny 
and parallel ranges of mountains. 

Adequate highways connecting these resorts, and others for side trips to hunting 
and fishing grounds, with the surrounding forests cared for, and the innumerable 
mountain streams clear and clean would attract to West Virginia many thousand 
wealthy tourists who now hardly know the state by name and who never think 
of visiting it, except to rush across it on the limited express trains of trunk 
railroads. 

A good may things must be done before West Virginia will take its due rank as a 
resort for tourists, health seekers, and sight seers. It must first protect its woods 
and make them attractive. It must clean its streams and stock them with fish, and 
make and enforce civilized laws for the protection of the fish. It must stop the 
senseless slaughter of birds and game. It must build roads that can be traveled 
with speed and safety by modern vehicles. In building these roads the value of 
scenery must be considered in regions where scenery is attractive. 
The steps necessary to the carrying out of any one of these recommendations are 
many, expensive, and difficult. No one should suppose that it is possible to do 
such things by simply resolving that they ought to be done. The immediate duty 
is to make a beginning and to make it in the right way and in proper direction. 
Then build upon that beginning as it becomes possible to do so. Check forest fires 
first; lessen the pollution of streams; put all new roads on the best grades, and 
when old ones are changed, put them on proper grades also; make it so 
dangerous for fish dynamiters and game destroyers to ply their trade that they 
will migrate. Follow these beginnings with constructive work; stock streams anew 

181. Ambler, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 506-08. 
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Narrative History 

with fish; the forests with game and birds; build roads as circumstances will 
allow; and take pains to let the outside world know that West Virginia is in the 
scenery and resort business. 

If the time shall come when immense storage reservoirs occupy a number of the 
elevated valleys among the mountains of West Virginia they will constitute an 
important factor in the development of the state's scenic resources. They will add 
more than almost anything else can add to the enjoyment of persons who visit 
the mountains, as well as to the people who live there. To all intents and 
purposes they will be high mountain lakes, suited to sail, launch, and canoe. They 
will cover hundreds, and in some cases, perhaps thousands of acres, and abound 
in fish and fowl. The reservoirs are not yet built, of course. They may not be built 
for a long time; but it is reasonably safe to count on them as one of the most 
attractive features of our mountain scenery in years to come.182 

Despite the impetus of the growing conservation movement in the United States and the 
efforts of White and his colleagues on the state level, West Virginia conservationists made 
only halting progress in the effort to protect the state's natural resources from the excesses 
of industrialization until the mid-1920s. A state game warden system was initiated by the 
state legislature in 1897 to strengthen existing game and fish laws, but no appropriations 
were made to finance the office. The West Virginia Reform Law of 1909 directed the 
governor to appoint a Chief Forest, Game, and Fish Warden for a four-year term under 
the direction of the Forest, Game, and Fish Department. Public interest in conservation, 
however, lagged behind that in other states. Many of the county wardens appointed by 
the state warden were admittedly less than respectable, the need for forest protection was 
not appreciated, especially by hunters and fisherman, and the staff of the warden's office 
was inadequate for law enforcement and education of the public. 

While West Virginia was grappling with its conservation issues two national forests 
comprising lands in the state were established and placed under U.S. Forest Service 
administration. Both national forests, the Shenandoah (renamed George Washington in 
1932) and the Monongahela, were acquired under the Weeks Act of March 1, 1911, and 
established primarily for flood protection and regulated timber production. The 
Shenandoah was proclaimed on May 16, 1918, and the Monongahela on April 28, 
1920.183 

With the objective of improving the effectiveness of the warden system, the West Virginia 
state legislature in 1921 vested administration of the forest, game, and fish laws in a three­
member body designated the Game and Fish Commission. Appointed by the governor, 
this commission was authorized to appoint a chief game protector. Upon its formation the 
commission appointed as game protector A.B. Brooks, a pioneer in the state conservation 
movement, particularly with those phases of it that concerned forests and wildlife. With 
an annual income from hunting and fishing licenses of some $81,000, which was 

182. West Virginia Conservation Commission, Report (1908), quoted in Brooks, West Virginia Geological Suruey, 
Volume Five, Forestry and Wood Industries, pp. 39-40. 

183. Rice, West Virginia: The State and Its People, p. 473. By 1938 the Monongahela National Forest covered some 
795,000 acres in Grant, Tucker, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, and Randolph counties, and the George 
Washington comprised some 100,000 acres in Hardy, Hampshire, and Pendleton counties. 
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augmented from year to year by federal allotments under the Clarke-McNary Act of 1924, 
grants from private landowners, and by the active support of the West Virginia Wildlife 
League, the conservation movement began to make steady progress. Sixteen poorly 
equipped wooden fire. lookout stations were converted into modern steel structures, and 
additional modern towers were constructed. The commission purchased the first state­
owned game reserve at French Creek in Upshur County, and the first state-owned forest, 
Seneca, in Pocahontas County. The commission participated in the construction of 
experimental filtration plants, and it noted with protective approval the voluntary return 
of beavers to the Hampshire County area. It stocked a number of streams from the U.S. 
Hatchery at White Sulphur Springs.184 

Emergence of the West Virginia State Park System in the 1920s. Under Brooks' 
leadership and the influence of the growing state parks movement being promoted by the 
Park Service, the West Virginia state legislature established a study group known as the 
State Forest, Park and Conservation Commission in 1925. The commission was composed 
of the governor, commissioner of agriculture, chairman of the Game and Fish Commission, 
director of agriculture extension, and state geologist. This commission was directed to 
study and investigate the need and opportunity for forests, parks, and game preserves and 
to prepare a comprehensive report with recommendations to the 1927 session of the state 
legislature. 

As a result of its studies, the commission made several recommendations that would play 
a significant role in the establishment of a state park system. The recommendations 
included: 1) lands having outstanding scenic and natural qualities should be acquired by 
the Game and Fish Commission and be administered as units of a state parks system; 2) 
the Game and Fish Commission should have authority to acquire and accept gifts of park 
lands; and 3) all state activities relating to game, fish, forestry, and parks should be placed 
under one organization that was to be called the Conservation Commission of West 
Virginia. 

As directed the State Forest, Park, and Conservation Commission made specific 
recommendations relating to acquisition of lands for state parks. It urged that large areas 
having outstanding scenic and natural quality be secured before commercial exploitation 
made their purchase difficult. Among the areas recommended for acquisition in the 1927 
report were: 1) Coopers Rocks, Monongalia County; 2) Cranberry Glades and surrounding 
mountains, Pocahontas County; 3) Hawks Nest area of New River Canyon, Fayette 
County; 4) an area near White Sulphur Springs in the vicinity of the intersection of the 
Midland and Seneca Trails; 5) Pinnacle Rock, Mercer County; and 6) Blennerhassett Island, 
Wood County. Seneca Rocks and Smoke Holes were also recommended for acquisition, 
but it was recognized that they were to be added to the Monongahela National Forest. 

In addition, the commission recommended that several areas having historical or cultural 
significance be included in a state monument system. These included: 1) the Mound at 
Moundsville; 2) Tu-Endie-Wei Park at Point Pleasant; 3) Berkeley Springs, Rumsey 
Monument, and Cade]] Rifle Rough in Preston County; and 4) the Morgan Monument at 
Bunker Hill. Acquisition of Ashby's Fort, Pricketts Fort, Philippi Battlefield, Drupe (Droop) 

184. Ambler and Summers, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 468-71. 
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Mountain Battlefield, and other historic spots to be selected by the state historical society 
was also recommended.185 

As a result of the study commission's recommendations the state legislature passed a law 
establishing a State Forest and Park Commission. This fledgling organization, which was 
administered by the Game and Fish Commission, marked the beginning of the state park 
system in West Virginia. The first acquisition of land by the new State Forest and Park 
Commission was Droop Mountain Battlefield, acquired by deed dated April 14, 1928. 
Despite this initial acquisition a fully operational state park system would not emerge in 
West Virginia until 1933 when a state park division was established under a newly created 
Conservation Commission.186 

Overview of Conservation and Recreation Development in West Virginia: 1920s-Present. 
Before reviewing the historical development of the state park system, it is instructive to 
gain perspective on the evaluation of the conservation movement and recreational 
opportunities in West Virginia from the late 1920s onward. When the state was visited by 
the most destructive forest fires in 20 years during the spring of 1928, the state legislature 
responded in 1929 by abolishing the Game and Fish Commission and establishing the 
West Virginia Game, Fish, and Forestry Commission and assigning it executive powers 
and responsibilities. At the same time a comprehensive set of game, fish, and forestry laws 
was enacted, and the new commission was directed to appoint a chief forester with 
responsibilities for forest conservation and protection. 

That same year the Great Depression settled on the country, and while it seriously 
impacted the economy of West Virginia it proved to be a blessing in disguise for the West 
Virginia conservation movement. As the Depression worsened, it became necessary to find 
employment for many persons and ways to stimulate the economy. With the coming of 
the New Deal under President Roosevelt in 1933 a variety of emergency funding programs 
were enacted to alleviate suffering and bring the nation out of economic collapse. Among 
the most helpful programs of the New Deal for conservation work in West Virginia was 

. the CCC. Seizing upon this agency as an opportunity to make the state's mountains, 
streams, and forests inviting resorts, the legislature, in extra session in 1933, established 
the Conservation Commission of West Virginia to replace the earlier West Virginia Game, 
Fish and Forestry Commission. The new commission, which had divisions of game, fish, 
forestry, and state parks, was charged with conservation and development of lands for 
state parks as well as protection of forests, wildlife, fish, and scenic wonders. At the same 
time the conservation, fish, game, and forestry laws were revised, chiefly to permit 
cooperation with the federal government in the CCC program as well as other New Deal 
emergency funding agencies. 

As originally constituted, the Conservation Commission consisted of five members. Its 
administrative staff comprised four persons: a director, an executive secretary, a director 
of fish propagation, and·a chief game protector. The staff was soon enlarged by the 
addition of directors for law enforcement, parks, forestry, and education, the latter to 
concentrate on educational work among sportsmen and in the public schools. Its revenue 

185. Kermit McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet: A History of the West Virginia State Parks (Charleston, West 
Virginia, Pictorial Histories Publishing Company, 1988), p. 8. 

186, Ibid., p. 8, and Ambler and Summers, West Virginia: The Mountain State, p. 471. 
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was derived from hunting and fishing licenses, federal aid, state appropriations, and an 
assessment of one cent per acre for fire protection on private forest land for fire protection. 
Ten percent of hunting and fishing license fees were set aside for purchase of lands for 
state parks, forests, and game and fish refuges.187 

From the outset the Conservation Commission of West Virginia was interested primarily 
in "renewable natural resources": forests, soil, water, and wildlife. Under the commission a 
notable beginning on behalf of forest conservation was initiated during the 1930s, 
emphasizing reforestation as well as forest fire prevention. By 1939 the state owned six 
forests which ranged in acreage from 5,400 for Greenbrier Forest in Greenbrier County to 
12,973 for Coopers Rock Forest in Monongalia and Preston counties and operated a 22-
acre forest tree nursery in Cabell County that had an annual propagating capacity of 
5,000,000. 

That same year the state operated 11 state-owned parks, totaling some 32,500 acres. The 
state parks ranged in size from 40 acres for Pinnacle Rocks in Mercer County, to 10,865 
acres for Watoga Park in Pocahontas County. 

In 1939, in addition to its forests and parks West Virginia owned eight tracts of land 
comprising some 15,600 acres that were used for game propagation. On these tracts wild 
game birds and animals were bred for distribution to state owned parks and forests. At 
the same time the state leased from private owners for ten-year periods some 64 tracts in 
24 counties totaling 120,000 acres for game refuges. By the late 1930s the Conservation 
Commission was operating three fish hatcheries and one hatchery rearing station. Soil 
conservation was tied closely to soil rehabilitation and forest fire prevention, but it also 
received the attention of the state university agricultural extension service and other state 
agencies in conjunction with Soil Conservation Service programs under the Department of 
Agriculture.188 

During World War II, the Conservation Commission continued to administer state 
programs for the preservation and protection of West Virginia's natural resources and the 
development of state lands for park and recreation purposes. In 1943 the Conservation 
Commission's membership was increased to seven, one from each congressional district 
and one at large, but the membership was reduced in 1945 to six, one for each 
congressional district. By the mid-1940s the number of employees under the Conservation 
Commission had increased to more than 200, including professionals such as engineers, 
biologists, foresters, protectors, superintendents, managers, deputies, clerical workers, and 
maintenance personnel. Employees in the law enforcement and forestry divisions were 
placed under the state civil service system in 1945 and the remainder of the commission's 
workers in 1948.189 

187. Ambler and Summers, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 471-72; Writers' Program, Work Projects 
Administration, West Virginia: A Guide to the Mountain State, pp. 25-26; and Ralph R. Widner, ed., Forests and 
Forestry in the American States: A Reference Anthology Compiled by the National Association of State Foresters 
(Washington, D.C., 1968), pp. 313-21. 

188. Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration, West Virginia: A Guide to the Mountain State, pp. 26-29, and 
Ambler, West Virginia: The Mountain State, pp. 592-95. 

189. Ambler and Summers, West Virginin: The Mountain State, p. 472. 
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Under the Conservation Commission natural resource preservation and protection 
programs were continued in West Virginia during the postwar period. The recreational 
potential of natural resources was more clearly recognized, and the development of 
recreational opportunities became a prime objective of the commission in its efforts to 
meet the increasing recreational needs of the population. By 1955 the state park system 
included 19 state parks with a total park acreage of nearly 40,388. The parks offered a 
variety of recreational opportunities, including hiking, fishing, boating, picnicking, 
playgrounds, golf, swimming, hunting, winter sports, camping, guest lodges, vacation 
cabins, and horseback riding. In 1954 there were ten state forests with a total acreage of 
78,255, and an additional tract, Sleepy Creek, of some 20,000 acres in Morgan and Berkeley 
counties had been purchased for future development. The forests were maintained 
primarily for timber production, recreational use, hunting and fishing management, 
demonstration purposes, watershed protection, reforestation, and fire and pest control. The 
largest forests were equipped with vacation cabins, playgrounds, picnic areas, hiking 
trails, and swimming facilities. By 1954 the commission administered five fish hatcheries 
and administered a variety of programs to clean up stream pollution, propagate wildlife, 
and manage hunting and fishing activities.190 

Although conservation and recreation programs would be placed under various state 
agencies as a result of several governmental reorganizations after the 1950s, they would 
continue to be major elements of West Virginia's socioeconomic life down to the present. 
As its natural resources were preserved and protected and the recreational potential of its 
lands was developed, West Virginia increasingly became a noted recreation area in the 
eastern United States. A brochure prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior in 1964 
described this phenomena: 

West Virginia is the recreation area many people in the eastern half of the United 
States are seeking. With a strong rural flavor, the State lies between the giant 
industrial areas to its east and west and presents a pleasant contrast to much of 
the Mississippi Valley. 
Its mountains impart serenity and restfulness and its fish and game provide 
inviting opportunities for sportsmen ... 

While not as populous as some of its neighboring states, West Virginia has a 
great potential in recreational development because it is convenient to areas of 
high population densi~ and because it offers a wide range of scenic and other 
outdoor attractions ... 19 

By the late 1980s there was increasing recognition of the significant role that recreation 
and tourism played in the West Virginia economy as well as the lives of its citizens and 
the general American motoring public. The West Virginia State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan for 1988-92 noted: 

Public and private providers of outdoor recreation administered over 1,590,216 
acres of outdoor recreation land in West Virginia in 1987. This represents about 

190. Ibid., pp. 472-77. 

191. U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary, Division of Information, Natural Resources of West 
Virginia: The Mountain State (Washington, D.C., Government Printing Office, 1964), pp. 33, 35. 
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ten percent of the State's total land area and amounts to about .83 acres for each 
resident of the State. 

The vast majority of the State's outdoor recreation land - 1,473,428 acres or 92.6 
percent - is undeveloped (passive or conservation uses) while only 36,287 acres 
or 2.3 percent of the total is in developed lands (intensive use areas). Water-based 
recreation areas comprise 80,501 acres or about 5.1 percent of the total. 

Federally administered lands comprise the great majority of outdoor recreation 
lands in the State - 1,161,642 acres or 73.0 percent of the total - due mainly to 
the presence of the National Forests. State administered lands comprise 407,247 
acres or 25.6 percent of the total, and locally administered lands represent 21,327 
acres or less than 1.3 percent of the total. One may conclude from these figures 
that West Virginia has a wealth of outdoor recreation opportunities not only for 
its citizens but for the numerous tourists and vacationers that visit the State each 
year ... 192 

Overview of Development of State Park System: 1933-Present. Although an embryonic 
state park system had been established under the Game and Fish Commission in 1927, an 
organized state park system did not begin in West Virginia until 1933. As a result of the 
worsening Depression, the CCC was established that year to relieve unemployment 
through conservation work programs. Using CCC personnel and funds from other New 
Deal public works programs, the NPS, which had been promoting state parks since the 
early 1920s, proposed to develop into state parks suitable areas to be procured by the 
individual states. West Virginia, as did many other states, rose to the challenge and 
established a state parks division in 1933 under its newly-established Conservation 
Commission.193 

The guidelines describing the purpose of state parks was written into the legislation 
establishing the Conservation Commission. The law stated that the purpose of the system: 

shall be to promote conservation by preserving and protecting natural areas of 
unique or exceptional scenic, scientific, cultural, archeological or historic 
significance, and to provide outdoor recreational opportunities for the citizens of 
this state and its visitors ... 194 

In the beginning only one area suitable for development as a 'state park was owned by the 
Conservation Commission. Accordingly, Watoga State Forest in Pocahontas County was 
designated as a state park. In 1934 the state legislature, sensing the need for and value of 
state parks, appropriated $70,000 for the purchase of additional lands for development of 

192. Governor's Office of Community and Industrial Development, West Virginia State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, Calendar 1988 - 1992, July 1988, pp. 1-2. 

193. For more data on the impact of the CCC on the development of the West Virginia state park system see 
George Hersel, "Legacy of the CCC," Wonderful West Virginia, XLV!l (October 1983), pp. 3-11; Jennings 
Randolph, 'The Civilian Conservation Corps: American's Productive Investment," Wonderful West Virginia, 
XLVII (October 1983), pp. 12-13; and Ted Fearnow, "Civilian Conservation Corps- Impact on West 
Virginia's Outdoors," Wonderful West Virginia, XU (October 1977), pp. 4-9. 

194. Quoted in McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 5. 
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Narrative History 

state parks. Using these funds some 17,085 acres were purchased for park lands. Watoga 
State Park was doubled in area, and lands for Lost River State Park in Hardy County, 
Cacapon State Park in Morgan County, and Babcock and Hawks Nest state parks in 
Fayette County were acquired. 

CCC Camps were soon established in or near these park areas, and the work of planning, 
design, and development of the parks commenced under the direction of the National 
Park Service. The CCC camp designations and their dates of commencement were: 

Watoga, SP-1, May 15, 1934 
Lost River, SP-2, May 15, 1934 
Babcock, SP-3, May 15, 1934 
Cacapon, SP-4, October 4, 1934 
Watoga, SP-5, June 18, 1935 

The CCC camp established at Babcock also provided personnel for the development of 
Hawks Nest State Park. The camp, SP-5, was transferred from the Department of 
Agriculture to the Department of the Interior on August 15, 1934. 

Development of these areas was guided by a "state park concept" formulated by the 
Conservation Commission. This concept would glide development of West Virginia state 
parks for the next half century. A state park, according to the commission, was a wooded 
area dedicated primarily to outdoor recreational use by the public and the preservation of 
aesthetic and sometimes historic values. Secondarily, state parks were to be devoted to 
timber growth and game propagation. Thus, state parks were planned to preserve some of 
the state's outstanding scenic areas and protect them from exploitation and to preserve 
some lands typical of West Virginia in their natural condition. Prevention of timber and 
mineral exploitation of park lands would allow nature to restore them to their condition 
when the "white man" came, and prohibition of hunting would permit wildlife to be 
"harvested" only by camera and observation. 

With the "state park concept" in mind, park development was directed toward the 
development of convenience and accessibility to selected portions of the parks, with 
attention to minimizing impacts on the natural environment. Where possible large areas 
were left untouched to ensure propagation of wildlife and protect natural conditions. 
Construction of family vacation cabins in natural settings was given high priority in the 
early years, and the popularity of the cabins soon evolved into the need for inns, lodges, 
restaurants, trading posts, and other visitor-related services. 

By June 1935 some $3,100,000 in federal funds from a variety of New Deal agencies had 
been expended in development of the aforementioned parks. The state parks division 
reported that no efforts were being spared "in the tedious planning of the work where 
artistic merit and soundness of construction" were concerned. Progress had thus been "less 
rapid than in the case of projects undertaken by other types of [CCCJ camps." The 
division noted further that "high mineral values and speculative interests" had prevented 
the acquisition of suitable park lands near the state's population centers. However, good 
roads led to the parks being developed, and the division was certain that "West Virginians 
of this and future generations, together with many out-of-state visitors," would "enjoy 
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healthful out-of-door recreation in comfort, amid beautiful surroundin!i5'' and "appreciate 
both the conception and the construction of the system of State Parks." 95 

As planning and development works continued in the aforementioned state parks, the 
state parks division undertook two additional projects during 1935-36 under the direction 
of the National Park Service. These included Oglebay Park, a metropolitan park in 
Wheeling, and Tomlinson Run in Hancock County, the latter acquired and developed in 
conjunction with the Work Projects Administration. 

By June 30, 1936, more than $4,000,000 in federal funds had been spent in developing 
West Virginia's state parks using CCC labor. During 1935-36 three additional CCC camps 
were established to conduct work in the state parks. These included: 

Babcock, SP-6, July 10, 1935 
Watoga, SP-7, August 13, 1935 (discontinued January 15, 1936) 
Oglebay, SP-8, August 7, 1935 

In its annual report for 1935-36 the state parks division observed that careful planning of 
the parks continued to slow construction and development. However, the day was "fast 
approaching when the broad blue mountain sweeps of this rugged state will have been 
made accessible and will have added immeasurably to the health and happiness of a 
people surrounded by natural beauty."196 

During 1936-37 cutbacks in CCC programs and funding resulted in reductions in force in 
some camps and abandonment of others. Thus, the schedule for development of the state 
parks was delayed, as less than $250,000 in federal funds were spent on their completion 
during 1936-37. Camp SP-1 in Watoga was closed on March 5, 1937, and Camps SP-6 in 
Babcock and SP-8 in Oglebay were abandoned by July 8, 1937.197 

Although not fully developed, five major state parks (Babcock, Cacapon, Lost River, 
Watoga, and Hawks Nest) were opened for the summer season of 1937. The parks 
attracted some 150,000 visitors between June 1 and October 5, the highest visitation figures 
(approximately 77,000) being recorded at Hawks Nest. In its annual report for fiscal year 
1937-38 the state parks division observed: 

The 1937 season was moderately successful from the viewpoint of cabin rentals 
and operation. Public interest in the parks has grown steadily, requiring 

195. Biennial Report of Conservation Commission of West Virginia for the Biennium, July 1, 1933 to June 30, 1935, pp. 
85, 94-99, and McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, pp. 8-9. Land acquisition for park pwposes in the 
early and mid-1930s was relatively inexpensive and easy in comparison to later years. Nearly 30,000 acres, 
or about one-half of the present state park system, was acquired during this period. Virtually all lands were 
purchased for $5 per acre or less, and upwards of 90 percent was in fee title. Surface mining of coal was not 
practical during the 1930s, enabling the state park system to acquire many acres of valuable coal reserves 
along with the surface land. Much of the acreage, however, had been heavily timbered and ravaged by fires. 
McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 9. 

196. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1936, pp. 59-
60, 68-70. 

197. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1936 to June 30, 1937, pp. 53, 
55-58. 
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informational services which have been provided in part by publication of full­
color folders and production of a full-color motion picture. Closer cooperation 
with other divisions of the Conservation Commission, and fuller use of its 
educational facilities, is expected to further fill this informational need. 

The parks are primarily important at this time as operating units designed to 
afford outdoor recreation to as many people as possible. It may be said that the 
period of pure construction is past, although the Civilian Conservation Corps still 
is carrying out the project work program, constructing such additional facilities as 
public desire and park planning demonstrate are needed. 

No new major construction was undertaken during the past year; CCC activity 
confining itself largely to completion of cabins, pools and roads already 
underway ... 

Park administration in general is designed to provide within each major park a 
full complement of facilities; with horseback riding, swimming, picnicking, 
bicycling, and fishing to be provided in each. A playground for children is on the 
agenda. Boating, of course, is possible only in those parks having a lake. 

During 1937-38 land was purchased for Pinnacle Rock State Park in Mercer County, and 
the division accepted temporary administrative control of Holly River State Park in 
Webster County, an area acquired by the Resettlement Administration and developed by 
the Farm Security Administration of the Department of Agriculture.198 . 

During the summer vacation season of 1938 some 188,000 persons visited the seven state 
parks that were open to the public. Hawks Nest led in total visits with some 84,000, 
followed by Babcock with some 28,000, Cacapon with slightly over 11,000, and Watoga 
with more than 10,000. Holly River, Lost River, and Droop Mountain Battlefield had 
between 6,000 and 9,000 visitors. Automobile license plate checks indicated that visitors to 
the parks came from all 48 contiguous states, the leaders being Virginia, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Illinois, Kentucky, and Michigan. In addition, visitors came from 
the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Cuba, the Panama Canal zone, and Ontario, Canada. In 
its annual report for 1938-39 the state parks division observed: 

The 1938 season witnessed a 300 per cent increase in cabin rentals, bookings 
being 628 weeks compared to 216 in 1937. Wider use of day facilities and an 
increased number of visitors correlated the gain in cabin occupancy. 

Much of the increase in public use can be attributed to greater equalization of 
attendance among the various areas. Intensive advertising and completion of 
popular facilities were largely responsible. 

198. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1937 to June 30, 1938, pp. 54-
58. Holly River would remain federal land operated as a state park until 1954 when it was transferred to the 
state by the authority of the Bankhead-Jones Act. McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 9. 
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Regarding new development and program innovations in the parks the division noted: 

Public desire was the guide in development of additional facilities, with two 
major projects, namely, provision for swimming and for children's playgrounds, 
receiving first consideration. Preliminary study was made of a plan for organized 
programs of activity at each park to foster neighborliness and good fellowship 
and to make park visitations instructive and entertaining.199 

As a result of the expansion of the state park system, which received nearly 321,000 
visitors·in 1939, the Division of State Parks reviewed its organizational functions and 
administrative responsibilities during 1939-40. The division adopted a more formalized 
administrative structure under which it had five principal responsibilities: 

1. Provide technical supervision for park construction by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and by the Works Progress Administration. 

2. Create plans and detailed drawings and purchase materials for such 
construction. 

3. Operate and maintain the state park areas for public recreation purposes. 
4. Develop plans for future design, maintenance, and operation of the parks 

and submit recommendations for extension of park facilities. 
5. Manage all park areas as game refuges. 

The restructured division was organized into three branches - administrative, central 
design office, and field personnel. The functions of the three branches included: 

Administrative: General administration of the division's responsibilities is directed 
by the chief, Division of State Parks, whose duty it is to carry out the policies of 
the Conservation Commission, through immediate supervision of planning, 
development, administration, maintenance and public use of State Parks. 

Central Design Office: This office designs all facilities and inspects construction 
progress. Plans as developed by this office are submitted for approval through 
the National Park Service, which provides funds for employment of part of the 
personnel of this office. Actual construction is carried out by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 

In the Central Design Office, are employed a landscape architect, assistant 
engineer and two draftsmen. 

Field Personnel: The field personnel handles the actual day-to-day operation and 
construction of the parks. Personnel in the employ of the National Park Service 
supervises the work of the CCC and carries on development projects. Personnel 
in the employ of the Commission is charged with custody of the property of the 
State, and responsibility for adherence by field forces to the development, 
maintenance and operative policies of the central office. 

199. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1938 to June 30, 1939, pp. 59, 
61-64. By June 30, 1939, more than $5,700,000 in federal funds had been spent on work in the state parks 
using CCC labor. 
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At the time the division was reorganized the state park system had twelve units. These 
included: 

1. Watoga State Park, 10,048 acres, Pocahontas County. 
2. Lost River State Park, 3,841 acres, Hardy County. 
3. Babcock State Park, 3,231 acres, Fayette County. 
4. Cacapon State Park, 5,725 acres, Morgan County. 
5. Holly River State Park, 7,320 acres, Webster County. 
6. Tomlinson Run State Park, 1,229 acres, Hancock County. 
7. Hawks Nest State Park, 48 acres, Fayette County. 
8. Blackwater Falls State Park, 446 acres, Tucker County. 
9. Pinnacle Rock State Park, 32 acres, Mercer County. 

10. Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park, 265 acres, Pocahontas County. 
11. Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park, 275 acres, Nicholas County. 
12. Grandview State Park, 52 acres, Raleigh County. 

The latter was acquired in 1939 for development as a day-use park by enrollees from a 
CCC camp, P-66, that was located on private land near Beckley. The work of this camp 
was supervised by the U.S. Forest Service in cooperation with the state forestry division. 

During 1939-40 four CCC camps continued to be operated in the state parks under the 
guidance of the National Park Service. These included Camps SP-2, Lost River, SP-4, 
Cacapon, SP-5, Watoga, and SP-6, Babcock In its 1939-40 a.nnual report the state parks 
division praised the CCC and the Park Service for their contributions to the state park 
system. 

It was grateful to the CCC for the part it has played in the development of West 
Virginia's system of state parks. Without the generous assistance of the man-power 
and funds of this agency, West Virginia could not have attempted such an ambitious 
program of recreational development as has been carried on. The state is likewise 
grateful to the National Park Service for its counsel and cooperation in planning and 
design. 

The division also provided its vision for the future expansion of the state park system, 
primarily through the establishment of day-use recreational parks, such as Grandview, 
and preservation of historical areas and structures. Day-use parks would be considered, 
"dependent upon public need and demand as demonstrated through legislative 
appropriations." Because many historically significant areas had "passed out of existence 
through lack of public interest in the past," the division was interested in the developing 
field of historic preservation but "financial and technical means for the purpose" were 
necessary. 200 

More than 350,000 persons visited West Virginia's state parks during the 1940 season, 
while cabin weeks booked increased from 826 in 1939 to 874 in 1940. Two partly 
developed new parks, Tomlinson Run and Pinnacle Rock, were opened to the public upon 
completion of their picnic facilities. As a result of increasing use of the parks, the state 

200. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1939, to June 30, 1940, pp. 43, 
45, 47-48. 
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parks division cooperated with the State Road_ Commission and the Works Projects 
Administration to improve entrance roads to the parks as well as roads within the parks. 
To promote tourism the division produced and distributed lithograph maps of each f'ark 
and prepared for distribution 30,000 folders describing the state parks and forests.20 

The 1941 vacation season, the last prior to official American involvement in World War II, 
witnessed an increase of some 40,000 visitors to the state parks. The state parks division, 
in cooperation with the State Road Commission, Health Department, and Department of 
Public Safety, made an initial survey of proposed roadside parks - a study that would 
eventually lead to establishment of such day-use facilities as that at the north approach to 
the present New River Gorge Bridge. A full-time naturalist and recreation leader were 
employed in Cacapon State Park to direct various forms of organized interpretive and 
recreation activities. The success of the experiment resulted in plans to employ a naturalist 
and a recreation leader in each of the major parks in 1942 - plans that would be 
postponed by American entry into World War II.202 

The last four CCC camps in the West Virginia state parks were closed during 1941-1942. 
Prior to American involvement in World War II two CCC camps in Lost River and 
Cacapon state parks were closed on July 3 and November 13, 1941, respectively. After the 
Pearl Harbor attack on December 7, 1941, that triggered American entry into the war, CCC 
camps in Babcock and Watoga state parks were abandoned on January 15 and July 10, 
1942, respectively. The state parks division observed in its annual report for 1941-42 that it 
was: 

with much regret that we see 'these camps pass on for to them we are indebted, 
through the National Park Service, for the major portion of construction of our 
present park system. It is our earnest hope that after the war is won we will have 
the assistance of a similar Federal agency. 203 

During World War II gasoline and tire rationing reduced overall visitation to the West 
Virginia state parks, particularly from other states. The total annual visitation during the 
conflict averaged about 100,000. Some facilities in the parks were closed, while other 
services were reduced. Cabin rentals remained strong, however, reaching 1,176 weeks 
booked during 1944-45 - a total that represented about 20 percent of the request for the 
year. Shortages in labor and construction materials during the war resulted in reduced 
maintenance activities and a virtual lack of new construction.204 

Although the CCC and New Deal programs were phased out with the coming of the war, 
the state park system would continue to expand during the 1940s. Notable was the 
purchase of land for Cathedral State Park in Preston County with its towering hemlocks, 

201. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia For the Year July 1, 1940, to June 30, 1941, p. 45. 

202. Annual Report of Conservation Commission of West Virginia, July 1, 1941 to June 30, 1942, pp. 45-46. 

203. Ibid. Also see Civilian Conservation Corps, Pictorial Review, Civilian Conservation Corps, Ohio-West Virginia 
District, Company 1522, SP-6, Clifftop, West Virginia [1940), n.p. 

204. Annual Report of Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1941 - 1942, pp. 47-51; Ibid., July 1, 1943 to June 30, 
1944, pp. 53-59; and Ibid., July 1, 1944 to June 30, 1945, pp. 64-70; and McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, 
p. 9. 
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and Audra State Park, the gem on the Middle Fork of the Buckhannon River with its alum 
caves and rhododendron thickets. Tygart Lake, the first state park associated with a 
reservoir built by the Corps of Engineers, also entered the park system during the 
1940s.205 

Following the war the state parks division struggled to meet the rising demand for 
recreational opportunities by ever increasing numbers of park visitors and to make 
improvements to the parks that had deteriorated as a result of neglect during the war. 
However, the necessary repairs to the deteriorating facilities and expansion of 
accommodations to meet the growing leisure demands of the motoring public were 
hampered by inadequate budgets during the postwar years. In June 1947 the state parks 
division reviewed the existing list of improvements in the 14 state parks that covered 
approximately 35,000 acres. The improvements, most of which had been constructed 
during 1933-40 by CCC laborers, included: 

Swimming Pools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Bath Houses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Barns (large) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Museums ....................................................... 2 
Water Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 miles 
Electric Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 miles 
Trails .................................................... 196 miles 
Boundary Fences ........................................... 152 miles 
Custodian Houses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Administration Buildings and Inns ................................... 6 
Storage Buildings (large) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Cabins ........................................................ 95 
Sewage Fields .............................................. 89 acres 
Telephone Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 miles 
Roads ................................... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 miles 
Parking Areas (100 cars) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Dams (large) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Picnic Tables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 498 
Structures, other (picnic shelters, latrines, incinerators, fireplaces, etc.) . . . 1,073206 

Visitation to the state parks continued to increase during the £:ostwar era, the number of 
visitors exceeding 1,000,000 for the first time during 1948-49. 7 Thus, the demand for 
more parks, as well as the upgrading and expansion of facilities and visitor services in the 
existing parks, gathered momentum during the late 1940s. In June 1948, for instance, the 
state parks division reviewed the first ten years of state park system operation and noted 
its frustration in meeting the current recreational demands being placed on it: 

205. McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 9. 

206. Conservation Commission of West Virginia, Annual Report, 1946-1947, pp. 76-79. Black pipe water lines laid 
during the 1930s were giving trouble, and telephone and power line poles, made from chestnut, were ready 
to fall. 

207. Conservation Commission of West Virginia, Annual Report, 1948-1949, pp. 74-75. 
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The West Virginia State Park system has completed its first ten years of full and 
complete operations. The progress and growth of the system in popularity is 
indeed amazing. In the fiscal year of 1937-1938 the system had ten State Parks. In 
1947-1948 the system had fifteen State Parks. The total attendance in 1937-1938 
fiscal year was 75,194 persons. The total attendance for the 1947-1948 fiscal year 
was 977,321 persons. In the 1937-1938 fiscal year there were 740 cabin occupants. 
In 1937-1938 fiscal year, there were 216 cabin weeks sold at two-week periods. In 
1947-1948 fiscal year, 1,526 cabin weeks were sold. Collections for 216 weeks of 
cabin rentals, 1937-1938, totaled $4,540.00. Collections for 1,526 weeks of cabin 
rentals, 1947-1948, amounted to $44,737.72. Collections for other facilities, 1937-
1938, were $71.74. Collections for 1947-1948 fiscal year were $61,694.72. In view of 
the tremendous increase in use, the appropriations remained the same. However, 
the increase in collections have enabled the system, as a whole, to increase 
maintenance work to a point where most buildings are in adequate repair, but at 
the present rate of financing this system, years will elapse before all parks will be 
in a presentable and respectable condition as to merit praise. 

It is impossible, by the use of any yard stick, to calculate, in terms of money, the 
many enjoyable picnics and outings of the 977,321 park visitors. The increase in 
requests for vacation cabins has been larger this year than in history and only 
approximately 19.4% of the total cabin applications were filled on one-week 
periods. In the fiscal year of 1937-1938, 98% of the cabin applications were filled. 
It is not very encouraging for more people to make applications for cabins. The 
solution to this inadequate and unfinished state park system lies in the hands of 
your state elected officials, the Board of Public Works and the Legislature. Only 
by their ayd§roval can the system continue to keep abreast of the increased 
demands. 

In response to the demand for more state parks and increased park facilities, the West 
Virginia state legislature passed the Revenue Bond Act of 1953, granting authority to sell 
bonds as a means of financing improvements and additions to the park system. Thus, 
West Virginia became one of the first states to acquire land and develop state park 
facilities as the result of the sale of bonds. 

The Revenue Bond Act, under which revenue bonds totaling $4,400,00 were sold in 1954-
55, enabled the state park system to expand both in a numbers of areas and visitor 
services rendered. The concept of park development changed dramatically as the first 
major lodges were built and construction of campgrounds became a major focus of park 
development. Lodges at Blackwater Falls, Cacapon, and several other parks, as well as a 
bathhouse at Tomlinson Run were constructed, and 89 vacation cabins were built at 
Watoga, Tygart Lake, Cacapon, Bluestone, Blackwater Falls, and Lost River. Other 
improvements, such as roads, bridges, and utilities, were constructed, and campgrounds, 
the first of which had been developed at Watoga in 1953, were expanded. With these new 
developments the state park system became an integral part of the growing travel 

208. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948, p. 76. 
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Narrative History 

indus\fef of the state with annual visitation exceeding 2,000,000 for the first time in 
1962.2 

The decade of the 1950s was a period of growth and change for the West Virginia state 
park system. Organized recreation programs were initiated in many of the parks, and a 
new state park naturalist program was commenced at Blackwater Falls in 1958, setting the 
stage for expansion of interpretive programs in many other parks during succeeding years. 
The "state park concept" that had been formulated during the 1930s was modified in the 
1950s. Park development philosophy was no longer directed primarily toward 
preservation but rather toward recreational use and development of scenic natural 
resources that was compatible with resource protection.210 

With the growth of the state park system the need for comprehensive guidelines to 
administer the acquisition, maintenance, development, and use of the parks became 
evident. Accordingly, a ten-year master plan for the park system, covering the years 1958-
68, was adopted. According to the master plan, the primary purposes of the system were 
conservation and recreation. The plan stated further: 

State parks are relatively spacious areas of outstanding scenic or wilderness 
character. Oftentimes these areas contain historical, archeological, geological and 
scenic values of state-wide significance which are preserved for posterity as 
nearly as possible in their original or natural conditions. They provide 
opportunities for appropriate types of recreation where such will not injure, 
impair or destroy the features or values for which they were established. The first 
and greatest detriment to culture is the destruction of natural resources at the 
expediency of a dollar. Commercial exploitation of natural resources on state 
parks is expressly prohibited.211 

By 1%7 the West Virginia state park system consisted of 21 parks in operation and three 
new major facilities under construction. The parks comprised nearly 59,000 acres of land 
valued at $11,000,000 with some $17,000,000 in facilities and improvements. Facilities in 
the parks included 192 cabins, 8 lodges, 15 swimming pools or beaches, 5 museums, 2,200 
picnic tables, 12 lakes, 147 miles of hiking and bridle trails, and some 100 miles of 
roadway. Park visitation for the year totaled nearly 3,000,000 and nearly 59,000 campers 
spent more than 84,000 nights in the campgrounds.212 

During the 1960s the state park system initiated a "State Parks for the 1970s" expansion 
program with funding from the Area Redevelopment.Administration, a federal program 
sponsored by the U.S. Economic Development Administration. Three new parks were 
developed at Pipestem, Canaan Valley, and Twin Falls, and major additions and 
improvements were made at Hawks Nest and Cass Scenic Railroad. The new parks, which 

209. West Virginia Conservation, Annual Report, December 1962, p. 40, and McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, 
PP· 9-10. 

210. West Virginia Conservation, Annual Report, December 1962, p. 42, and McKeever, Where Peaple and Nature Meet, 
p. 10. 

211. "West Virginia State Parks, 1958 Master Plan, Conservation Commission, " quoted in McKeever, Where People 
and Nature Meet, pp. 175-82. 

212. Annual Report, Department of Natural Resources, State of West Virginia, 1966-1967, pp. 18-19. 
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would not be completed until the 1970s, represented a further departure from earlier 
concepts of West Virginia outdoor recreation, featuring golf courses, archery ranges, aerial 
tramways, a ski complex, and lodges that included convention facilities.213 

By 1988 the West Virginia state park system consisted of 34 parks covering 75,015 acres. 
As a result of various reorganizations the system was administered by the Department of 
Commerce, Division of Parks and Recreation, which also managed the recreation areas of 
nine state forests and eight public hunting and fishing areas. State parks were divided into 
four categories: resort vacation parks (4); vacation parks (13); day-use/natural areas (9); 
and historical parks (8).214 · 

Historic Development of Recreation/State Parks in Its Local Context 

State Park Units in New River Gorge National River. When New River Gorge National 
River was established in 1978, three units in the West Virginia state park system were 
located within the authorized boundaries of the new unit in the National Park System. 
The three state parks, Babcock, Grandview, and Sandstone Falls, formed the basis of 
established public recreation facilities and opportunities in the national river.215 

Babcock State Park - One of West Virginia's earliest state parks, Babcock is located in 
Fayette County, approximately three miles south of Route 60 on State Route 41 near 
Clifftop. With its western edge bordering the New River, and Glade and Manns creeks 
cutting through its interior, Babcock State Park offers excellent fishing, picnicking, 
camping, boating, and swimming to both day users and overnight guests. Originally 
consisting of nearly 3,232 acres, much of which had been ravaged by forest fires and 
timber operations, the park was enlarged by additional land acquisitions to 4,127 acres by 
the 1980s.216 The bulk of the land that constitutes the present park area was property of 
the Babcock Coal and Coke Company deeded to the State of West Virginia by E.V. 
Babcock on October 11, 1934, for the sum of two dollars per acre. A parcel of some 100 
acres where the old Coopers Grist Mill was located was acquired separately from a 
Lewisburg family for ten dollars per acre. 

Two Civilian Conservation Corps camps, SP-3 and SP-6, were established on May 15, 1934, 
and July 10, 1935, respectively, to improve and develop Babcock under the guidance of the 
National Park Service. Camp SP-3, known as Camp Beaver, was located across State Route 
11 from the present park campground, and Camp SP-6, known as Camp Lee, was located 
on the site of the present park campground. James H. Baldwin and M.J. McChesney were 

213. Annual Report, Department of Natural Resources, State of West Virginia, 1967-1968, p. 49. 

214. Governor's Office of Community and Industrial Development, West Virginia State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, July 1988, pp. 1-6 and 1-7. 

215. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, General Management Plan, New River Gorge National 
River, p. 82. 

216. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Feasibility Study for Development of a New River Gorge 
National Parkway, Virginia and West Virginia, October 1963, p. 5. 
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the first project superintendents of Camps SP-3 and SP-6, respectively.217 By the end of 
June 1935 some $600,000 in federal funds had been spent on development work in 
Babcock using CCC labor. In the biennial report that June the state parks division 
described the work that had been completed at Babcock as well as the projects that were 
to be undertaken: 

Plans call for the clearing out of dead timber; the building of nine over-night 
cabins, five of the log cabin type being completed to date; an administration 
building near Cooper's Mill Falls, providing a Museum, Park Office, Caretaker's 
Quarters and Guest Rooms, a Grill Room and Kitchen, a Recreation Room, and 
Dressing Rooms for those interested in swimming. A dam nearby will form a 
swimming pool. A bridge just above the falls will enable one to cross Glade 
Creek to the horse trail, then on up to the Lookout House, or else to continue 
along the truck trail extension, and down to the cabins. 

Another lookout house is to be erected; also a superintendent's dwelling, three 
lodges, four trailside and picnic shelters, a horse barn and fence enclosure. 

A well and pump house with 4,000 gallon storage capacity, now forms the source 
of water supply for the cabins and administration building. Another well and 
pump house, and storage facilities for 3,000 gallons of water will be provided for 
the picnic area. 

A ranger's house at the western end of the park will supervise wild life and 
provide fire protection. 

Other projects completed are 280 rods of fences, 13 miles of telephone Jines 
extending west from Camp to Sewell, then south to Thurmond; the grading of 3 
1/2 miles of park roads, with macadamizing a current project, park furniture, 
including seats, tables, benches, signs and markers. 

In the field of forest culture, 29,000 trees have been planted, and several acres of 
grass have been sown. A nursery and experimental plots are now being 
contemplated, as is also the reforestation of approximately 1,000 acres along the 
northern slopes of Manns and Glade Creeks. 

Under the heading of forest protection may be listed the installation of seven 
miles of forest fire trails, and the detailing of groups to fight forest fires, the Spy 
Rock fire of 400 acres calling for strenuous work before being conquered. 

Three cesspools are now being constructed, and an additional four will be 
necessary. 

To conserve wild life, no hunting or fishing will be allowed in the park during 
this season, or until sanctioned by the Conservation Commission. Manns Creek 

217. Milton Harr, The C.C.C. Camps In West Virginia: A Record of the Civilian Conservation Corps in the Mountain 
State, 1933-1942, N.P., 1992, pp. 31, 33. Also see "The Civilian Conservation Corps and Babcock State Park: 
Yvonne Snyder Farley Interviews Jennings Boley," Goldenseal, VII (January-March 1981), pp. 50-54. 
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has been stocked with 93,000 fish. This number will be increased from time to 
time. 

The horse trail, extended 11 1 /2 miles, will encircle the park. Two horse bridges 
will be provided. 

The foot trails will be extended 4 'h miles, totaling IO 'h miles, and, with three 
foot bridges, will provide access to remote areas. 

Five hundred cubic yards of stone will be quarried; 30,000 square yards of fine 
grading placed, and 30 acres of landscaping necessary to produce the desired 
result, a complete State Park.218 

Development of Babcock State Park continued during 1935-36. The state parks division 
reported in June 1936: 

A broad plan of development has been carried forward during these past two 
years. Dead timber within the park had been cleaned out. Fifteen log cabins have 
been constructed or are under construction. An administration building near 
Cooper's Mill Falls, providing a museum, post office, caretaker's rooms for those 
interested in swimming, is under construction. A dam, nearby, along Glade 
Creek, is under construction and will form a splendid fresh water swimming 
pool. Above this dam, work had begun upon a bridge that will enable one to 
cross Glade Creek to the horse trail which leads to the mountain top, or else to 
continue along the truck trail extension and down to the cabin area .... 

Ten and one-half miles of foot trails have been constructed, one along the 
plateau-like mountain top and another in the deep gorge through which flows 
Glade and Mann's Creeks. A horse trail, intended eventually to encircle the park, 
follows along the mountain ridge to Sewell, offering remarkable vistas of a 
country that is noted for its craggy sandstone cliffs and precipitous terrain. from 
the shaggy ledges above Sewell, there is a drop of 1,300 feet to New River, 
affording a most majestic and spectacular view of the New River gorge.219 

Thirteen vacation cabins, one picnic area, and foot and horse trails were ready for public 
use when Babcock State Park was opened on July 1, 1937. Construction of the 
administration building, swimming pool, and other recreational facilities in the park were 
delayed by CCC cutbacks in 1937, thus preventing the park from being fully operational 

218. Biennial Report of Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1933-1935 pp. 91-99. 

219. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1935-1936, pp. 64-66, 68-70. The administration 
building and adjacent improvements, which constitute outstanding examples of CCC rustic stonework, 
feature native stone obtained from a quarry in the park. Harr, CCC Camps In West Virginia, p. 33. 
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during its first year of public use.220 Nevertheless, the park accommodated nearly 
19,000 visitors during the 1937 summer vacation season.221 

During the 1938 vacation season Babcock had a total of more than 28,000 visitors, second 
in the state park system behind Hawks Nest, A total of 153 weeks was booked for cabins 
in the park. In June 1938 the state parks division observed: 

Aside from the rugged beauty of Babcock, one of its prime attractions has been its 
Glade Creek swimming pool. This pool, particularly throughout the first 
operating month of the second season, had been very well attended. This second 
season has also marked the full use of the Administration Building. The 
superintendent's office, bath-house, check-room, overnight sleeping rooms, 
restaurant concession and recreation hall are all located here and operating. 
Picnicking at Babcock has proved popular.222 

During 1939 visitation to Babcock remained approximately the same as the previous 
season. Little construction was undertaken in the park as most of the CCC workers in 
Camp SP-3 were shifted to projects in Hawks Nest State Park. An entrance or gateway 
was added, and a picnic area water system was placed under construction. Proposed 
projects for Babcock included development of a second cabin group on what was known 
as Sandy Crag Mountain and the expansion of dining and overnight accommodations at 
the administration building.223 

During 1939-40 CCC workers completed a contact station, stone walls, grading, planting, 
and general landscaping at the entrance to Babcock State Park. A small group of six cabins 
was partially completed on Sandy Crag Mountain, along with an access road, water 
supply line, and sanitary facilities.224 

Some 30,000 persons visited Babcock State Park during 1940. The cabin group on Sandy 
Crag Mountain was completed, and construction of a general play area, including tennis 
courts, and enlargement of the picnic area was initiated. While development of the park 
was continuing with CCC labor, the original sandstone surfacing of park roads was 
beginning to present maintenance problems.225 

During 1941 visitation to Babcock increased to more than 42,000. Several more overnight 
cabins were completed in the Sandy Crag area; the playground area, including tennis 
courts and volleyball, croquet, badminton, and horseshoe facilities, was completed; and 
two new parking lots were constructed at the picnic area. The last CCC camp in the park, 

220. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1936-1937, pp. 53, 55-58. James H. Baldwin, who 
had been project superintendent of CCC Camp SP-3, became the first superintendent of Babcock State Park, 
serving in that capacity until January 1942. 

221. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1937-1938, p. 57. 

222. Ibid., p. 55, and Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1938-1939, p. 64. The swimming 
pool was a natural pool created by construction of a 150-foot long stone and concrete dam in front of the 
administration building. 

223. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1938-1939, pp. 59-60. 

224. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1939-1940, p. 46 

225. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1940-1941, p. 45. 
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SP-6, was closed January 15, 1942, thus bringing to an end the era of CCC development in 
the park.226 

. 

As a result of the wartime emergency, visitation to Babcock State Park declined to some 
15,000 persons in 1942. The former site of CCC Camp SP-6 was used as a summer camp 
by the Boy Scouts.227 

Because of shortages in labor, supplies, and construction materials and curtailment in 
funding, park operations were reduced and maintenance activities were limited at Babcock 
during and immediately after the war. For instance, the annual report of the state parks 
division for 1943-44 stated: 

Reroofed barn, supply house and custodian dwelling. Constructed foot bridge 
across Glade Creek connecting cabins - 1 to 6 with area 7 to 13. Replaced and 
relocated water line from well to administration building. Principal activity was 
general maintenance and operations. A relocation and centralization of service 
units is planned, and necessary to simplify and reduce operational costs. All 
entrance and park signs repainted and some redesigned and relocated.228 

Following the war an extensive coal strip mining operation near Babcock State Park had a 
severe impact on its resources. In June 1948 the state parks division reported on dire 
consequences of the strip mining operation to the park's resources and visitor services: 

Babcock State Park, the first park in West Virginia dedicated to recreation, 
preservation and conservation of our natural resources and scenic beauty, is also 
the first park in West Virginia to feel the bite of a ruinous industry, strip mining. 
However, no strip mining is on State Park land. Glade and Manns Creeks, within 
and outside of Babcock State Park, have provided excellent trout fishing for 
many, many years in the past. These two beautiful mountain streams have been 
ruined completely as trout streams. They are muddy or milky all of the time, and 
silt has smothered and killed most all aquatic fish food. Muddy conditions, minus 
fish food, render the streams useless as fishing waters. 

226. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1941-1942, pp. 46-47. Far more data on CCC 
contributions to development of Babcock State Park, see Melody Bragg, "Civilian Conservation Corps Left 
Legacy of Beauty in State Parks,'' The Fayette Tribune, March 20, 1989, p. 12, File "H-14, Civilian Conservation 
Corps,'' historical files, NERI. Considerable information on the operation and accomplishments of the two 
CCC camps in Babcock State Park may be seen in two record groups at the National Archives and Records 
Administration in Washington, D.C. Pertinent files include Record Group 79, Records of the National Park 
Service, entry 41, Project Reports on CCC Projects In State and Local Parks, 1933-37, Box 142, File, S.P. 3, 
West Virginia-Clifftop, and Box 143, File, SP 6, West Virginia, Clifftop, W. Va., Babcock State Park; and Entry 
65, Memoranda and Correspondence Concerning CCC Camps, 1935-42, Box 7, File, West Virginia; and Record 
Group 35, Records of the Civilian Conservation Corps, Entry 115, Division of Investigations, Camp Inspection 
Reports, 1933-1942, West Virginia, Box 234, File, West Virginia, SP-3, Clifftop, and Box 235, File, West 
Virginia, SP-6, Clifftop; and Entry 4, Monthly Progress Reports, 1933-1942, Box 20, Microfilm Rolls 134-40, 
and Box 21, Microfilni Rolls, 141-47. 

227. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1942-1943, pp. 48-49. 

228. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1943-1944, p. 55. 
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A rather large swimming pool constructed in Glade Creek many years ago has 
been rendered practically useless by the effect of strip mining above, or up the 
stream from this development. The entire development in the swimming pool 
area was built around and in conjunction with a swimming development. A 
vacation State Park without swimming is of no practical value. Most cabin guests, 
as well as other park patrons, build their stay around swimming activities. The 
Division of State Parks is in no condition financially to replace a ruined 
swimming development. Many cabin reservations at this park have been canceled 
and the income lost as a result of the effect of strip mining. The Conservation 
Commission, and particularly this Division, is helpless in this unfortunate 
situation ... 229 

Conditions at Babcock apparently were corrected by the following year. Visitation to the 
park nearly reached its prewar levels in 1948-49 with a total of more than 36,000. Its 
vacation cabins were again in great demand as these structures were rented for a total of 
357 weeks with 1,607 persons spending 11,249 nights. The three-room inn at the park 
provided accommodation for 503 guest nights. A food handling concession at the park 
was leased by the state to a private company to meet the growing demand for food 
services. 230 

During the 1950s Babcock State Park developed a reputation as one of West Virginia's 
most noted scenic recreational areas. One writer, for instance, observed in June 1959: 

To my mind, Glade Creek is the Hallmark of Babcock State Park. Without it, all 
else would become of secondary significance. Because Glade is there, however, all 
of the wondrous attributes of park recreation are brought strongly into focus. 

As one leaves U.S. Route 60 at its junction with Route 41, turning south some 
four miles before entering the park area, he cannot vision the wilderness area that 
lies ahead. For that is what Babcock is - a wilderness area with all the modern 
conveniences set out in a rustic manner ... 

When one sets out for Babcock State Park, he really ought to plan to spend 
several days. One cannot see it all on any short visit. The area is a geologist's 
dream; an architect's every wish for extreme beauty; and a naturalist's bonanza. 
But most of all, Babcock and Glade Creek appeal to every man, woman and child 
who go there, for it is a mixture of all that Mother Nature can pour into one area 
of its size.231 

By 1961 annual visitation to Babcock State Park had increased to nearly 50,000. That year 
the State Temporary Economic Program was initiated to help the unemployed. Under the 
program the facilities and buildings, many of which had received only general 

229. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1947-1948, p. 77. 

230. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1948-1949, pp. 74-76. 

231. Robert R. Bowers, "Glade Creek. .. Hallmark of Babcock," West Virginia Conservation, XXIII (June 1959), pp. 9-11. 
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maintenance during the 1940s and 1950s, were renovated and upgraded. All of the 
vacation cabins were rehabilitated, a new 40-site tent and trailer campground was 
constructed, and a new water system was developed. The main roads and some of the 
trails in the park were paved, and a former six-mile railroad grade down Manns Creek 
Canyon was developed into a fisherman's access road and scenic drive. A naturalist 
program was commenced during the summer months to provide interpretation as part of 
the improved visitor services in the park.232 

Visitation to Babcock continued to increase during the early 1960s, reaching nearly! 63,000 
by 1965. That year park expansion and improvements were implemented using funds 
from the Area Redevelopment Administration, a program of the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration. A 410-acre tracton the south side of the park was purchased 
from the Beury estate. A dam and 18-acre lake were constructed, and in collaboration with 
a training school for heavy equipment operations a mile of new stone-based road was 
built to provide access to the lake.233 

Improvements to park facilities at Babcock continued during 1966-68. The new lake was 
stocked with bass and bluegill and opened for fishing; boat docks, a boathouse, and 
launching facilities were constructed of native cut stone; and many of the park's cabins 
were renovated. The access road to the lake was expanded to a 2 1/ 4-mile paved roadway 
to serve the boat docks as well as the planned pool, bathhouse, and picnic area near the 
lake.234 

In 1969 construction was commenced on new water and sewer systems in the park and 
parking for the new picnic area was completed. In 1970 a new swimming pool was built 
near the lake, and later stables were opened under lease to a private concessionaire to 
operate a horseback riding enterpirse. 

In 1976 the water-powered Glade Creek Grist Mill was reconstructed and put into 
operation near the site of Coopers Miill which had served the area around the turn of the 
20th century. The reconstructed mill, one of the most photographed spots in the state park 
system, consisted of materials from two mills in Pocahontas and Pendleton counties that 
were dismantled and taken to Babcock. The mill is operated during the summer season, 
offering tours, cornmeal, buckwheat flour, and whole wheat flour to the public. 

Babcock State Park has continued to be one of the principal and most beautiful units in 
the West Virginia State park system and one of the popular recreational areas in Fayette 
County. By the mid-1980s its annual visitation was more than 250,000.235 

232. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, December 1961, pp. 40-43, and McKeever, Where 
People and Nature Meet, p. 25. 

233. West Virginia, Department of Natural Resources, Annual Report, Fiscal Year, July 1, 1964 - June 30, 1965, pp. 54, 
59. 

234. State of West Virginia, Department of Natural Resources, Annual Report, 1966-1967, p. 20, and Ibid., 1967-1968, p. 
52. Also see Frank Hill, "Tourists Haunt Ghost Town, Bandits Cave," West Virginia Conservation, January 1967, 
PP· 16-21. 

235. McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 25, and Fayette County Chamber of Commerce, History of Fayette 
County, West Virginia, 1993 (marceliine, Missouri, Heritage Publishing House, 1993), p. 140. 
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Grandview State Park - Grandview, an 892-acre state park that was acquired by the 
National Park Service and made prt of New River Gorge National River jnb 1990, 
provides a spectacular seven-mile panorama of the ruggedgorge and historic Stretchers 
Neck Tunnel on the C & 0 Railroadmainline from its 2,500-foot elevation. The former state 
park is located in Raleigh County, some five miles north of Interstate Highway 64 via 
State Route 9. 

Once the site of a bustling village known as "Grandview," the area of the future 
Grand0ew State Park became the location of extensjve coal mining and timbering 
operations during the late 19th and early 20th centures. By the early 1930s, however, the 
Grandview site had gained a reputation as one of the scenic wonders of West Virginia. 
One writer observed in August 1930: 

This promontory would no doubt be one of the most visited natural wonders if it 
were on a paved highway or otherwise easy of access. It can be reached now by 
scenery enthusiasts, however, over a fairly well-graded dirt road that js very 
good during the summer and fall. This turns off from United States Route 21 at 
Daniels, a village about six miles south of Beckley. The distance from the paved 
highway to the lofty ledge is thirteen miles, and no lover of mountain scenery, if 
passing through this section, will ever regret tahlng this side trip.236 

In 1939 state park planners, recognizing the potential of the area then known as 
"Grand0ew Rock," took steps to purchase it for use as a state park. On October 20, 1939, 
some 52 acres in the vicinity of the present amphitheater were purchased from the 
Admiralty Coal Corporation for the sum of $1,500. Some 825 acres of land known as 
Turkey Spur were purchased from the Loup Creek Corporation for nearly $29,000on April 
30, 1949. Additional acreage was acquired in 1974, brining the park's total acreage to 
892.65 acres. 237 

After the initial acquisition of 52 acres in 1939, Grandview State Park was developed as a 
day-use area by CCC enrollees from Camp Raleigh. This camp, designated P-66, was 
located on private land near the future site of Shady Springs High School. Housing CCC 
Company 3531 the camp was operated under the guidance of the U.S. Forest Service in 
cooperation with the state forestry division. The camp was established on September 19, 
1935, and prior to its acti0ties at Grandview its personnel had been engaged principally in 
forest fire protection.238 

Development of Grand0ew State Park continued during 1940-41, the work consisting of a 
parhlng area, approach road, shelter, picnic facilities, and water and sanitary systems.239 

236. Charles Carpenter, "The New River Canyon,'' West Virginia Reuiew, VII (August 1930), pp. 352-53, 371. 

237. "State Park System is Approaching 30th Anniversary,'' Post-Herald and Register (Beckley), April 2, 1967, "File 
H-14, Babcock State Park,'' historical files, NERI, and McKeever, Where Peaple and Nature Meet, p. 97. 

238. Harr, C.C.C. Camps in West Virginia, pp. 15, 23, and Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West 
Virginia, 1939-1940, p. 45. 

239. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginnia, 194-0-1941, p. 48. The National Park Service, 
Denver Service, Technical Information Center has a set of drawings (dated March 1940) that relate to the 
development work at Grandview. 
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Although not completed Grandview was opened to the public in 1941, and some 5,500 
persons visited the new park that year. Thomas S. Haney, the first caretaker of the park, 
would serve in that capacity and as superintendent until 1958. By the time that CCC 
Camp P-66 closed in lalte 1941 various day-use facilities were completed, including an 
overlook (now known as the Main Overlook), roads, parking areas, a picnic shelter (now 
known as Shelter No. l,sanitary and water facilities, fireplaces, chestnut picnic tables and 
benches along the canyon rim, several trails, and a children's playgound. Rustic stonework 
walls, curbing stairs, and walkways (e.g., the walkway to the Main Overlook) were 
constructed using rock from Prince Ridge in Grandview. Considerable landscaping and 
planting, especially of rhododendron, was also accomplished.240 

Visitation to Grandview declined during World War II and the years immediately 
thereafter, and management of the park facilities was limited to general maintenance. 
During the late 1940s visitation to the park increased, reaching more than 38,000 in 1949-
50.241 Various Improvements wer emade to the park facilities during 1953-54, including 
construction of several trails through the rock formations near the Main Overlook and a 
flagstone walk from the parking lot to the overlook, pavement of three parking lots and 
all principal park roads, and planting of 500 evergreen trees.242 The park facilities were 
further improved during 1954-55 with an expanded trail system that included 
underground passages. An area was cleared for a large sheltered barbecue pit and grill, 
some 500 Norway Spruce were planted, and 200 feet of guard rail were constructed.243 

During the 1950s the philosophy concerning state parks in West Virginia shifted from an 
emphasis on natural resource preservation to recreational use and develoment. In 1960 a 
large, modern 1,376-seat structure, known as Cliffside Amphitheater, was designed by 
Henry T. Elden and constructed at Grandview by the Vipperman Construction Company. 
Former CCC enrollees from Camp Raleigh returned to help with the construction of the 
amphitheater. The first production to be presented in the new facility was the historical 
drama "Honey in the Rock," depicting "the birth of West Virginia." The drama, which 
would run through 1969, was performed by the Historical Drama Association of Beck!N 
and attracted some 43,574 peaople during showings between June 27 and Labor Day.2 

The new recreational-use philosophy, combined with state emergency unemployment 
relief programs, promted construction not only of the amphitheater but also a number of 

240. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1941-1942, pp. 47-48. Scattered materials relating 
to CCC Camp P-66 may l>e found in Washington, D.C., National Archives and Records Administration, 
Record Group 35, Entry 115, Division of Investigations, Camp Inspection Reports, 1933-1942, West Virginia, 
Box 234, File, West Virginia, P-66, Paynesville; and Record Group 95, Records of the U.S. Forest Service, 
Entry 144, Records Relating to Civisian Conservation Corps Work, 19331942, General Correspondence, 1933-
1942,Boxes 168, 185m, 203-04, 206-07. Documents relating to all West Virginia CCC camps in Record Group 
95, Entry 145, Camp Records, 1933-1942, weree destroyed some years ago. 

241. Annual Report of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1949-1950, p. 31. 
242. West Virginia Conservation, Annual Report, 1953-1954, p. 35. 

243. West Virginia Conservation, Annual Report, 1954-1955, p. 36. 
244. West Virginia Conservation, Annual Report, December 1961, p. 43; '"Honey in the Rock,'" West Virginia 

Conservation, August 1961, pp. 5-7; and McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, pp. 97-98. The amphitheater, 
which included a gift shop and refreshment stand, was also the setting for other plays and musicals. 
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other visitor use and park operations facui!ities in 1960-61. Construction included a 
rangers' office and Restrooms Nos. 1 and 2. The state widened and improved the entrance 
road to Grandview and constructed additional parking facilities, a wood-frame garage, 
dressing rooms at the amphitheater, a superintendent's house, a water tank, a water 
filtration plant, and a 36,000-gallon pond that would serve as the park's main water 
supply until the 1970s. 

By 1964-65 annual visitation to Grandview had reached nearly 200,000 making it the sixth 
most heavily visited state park in West Virginia. Grandview, long recognized as having 
some of the finest rhododendron in the state, atracted increasing numbers of motorists 
each spring. Some 18,000 visitors, for instance, visited the park one weekend during the 
height of the May bloom in 1965. By the mid 1960s the park had also become a favorite 
setting for family reunions and company, church, and organization picnics.245 

That year the state received a grant of $211,000 from the Area Redevelopment 
Administration, a program of the Economic Development Administration, to undertake 
improvements in Grandview. The new development projects included: 

1. Paving parking areas at the amphitheater 
2. Construction of the Turkey Spur road and the Turkey Spur parking area 
3. Construction of access road and parking area at Picnic Area No. 2 
4. Installation of lighting for the parking areas at the amphitheater 
5. Expansion of Picnic Shelters Nos. 2 and 4 
6. Installation of picnic tables, 10 stone hearthswith grills, and 20 benches in the picnic 

areas 
7. construction of Comfort Station No. 3 and playground comfort station 
8. Installation of sewage system and wate.r lines 
9. Installation of a new sign system 

10. Construction of safety fencing at all overlooks 
11. Installation of stone and wood benches at the North Overlook 
12. Installation of flagstone paving at the Main Overlook 
13. Installation of two electric lights in the tunnels 
14. Development of trails, steps and walkways 
15. Landscaping of park grounds 
16. Installation of a canopy over the amphitheater 
17. Low-lying wetlands in the area of the playground osouth of the main visitor parking 

area were filled, graded, and equipped with 3 shuffleboard courts, 2 croguet courts, 4 
horseshoe courts, 1 softball field, 2 volleyball courts, and 1 basketball court 

18. Installation of fence and sign on top of Turkey Spur Rock 
19. Planting of Norway spruce along Turkey Spur road 

By 1965 Grandview State Park featured three m~or picnic areas equipped with shelters, 
grills, drinking fountains, and 99 picnic tables.24 

245. Land and Community Associates, Cultural Landscape Report, Grandview, New River Gorge National River, West 
Virginia, June 1994, p.2-7. 

246. West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, Annual Report, 1964-1965, pp. 58-59; Frank Hill, "Big, Wild 
Country," West Virginia Conservaton, September 1965, pp. 8-15; and Land and Community Associates, Cultural 
Landscape Report, Grandview, p. 2-7-8. 
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Between 1960 and 1970 visitation to Grandview State Park more than tripled, reaching 
296,610 visitors in the latter year. From 1961 to 1969 more than 300,000 persons attended 
"Honey in the Rock" productions. Beginning in 1970 another historical drama "Hatfields 
and McCoys," based on the most famous family feud in Appalachia during the late 19th 
century, premiered in the amphitheater, attracting nearly 68,000 theatergoers from all 50 
states and 14 foreign countries during its first year of production. This drama ranked 
fourth in attendance at all outdoor theaters in the United States. Thereafter, both dramas 
continued to be given at the amphitheater between June and Labor Day, thus providing 
the state park nationwide attention.247 

By the mid-1980s Grandview was attracting nearly 500,000 visitors annually. Ranked as 
one of West Virginia's finest day-use parks, it was also known for its cultural productions 
performed by Theatre West Virginia which had an average annual attendance of between 
20,000 and 30,000. Areas of the park were designated for hunting. Although roads to 
Turkey Spur and other picnic areas were closed in winter because of ice or snow, the 
Main Overlook remained open year-round.248 

Other New River Gorge State Recreation Facilities - While efforts were underway that would 
result in establishment of New River Gorge National River in 1978, the State of West 
Virginia planned to acquire 5,200 acres of land and develop two new state parks at the 
Route 19 highway crossing of the New River and at scenic Sandstone Falls. Ultimately, 
Canyon Rim was developed as a minimal orientation and day-use facility at the north 
approach to the New River Gorge bridge (opened in October 1977) under the 
administration of the State Department of Highways. By the early 1980s Sandstone Falls 
State Park had been developed as a riverfront day-use site with picnic facilities. Later in 
the decade it was acquired by the National Park Service to be administered as part of 
New River Gorge National River.249 

Recreational Activities in New River Gorge National River. New River Gorge National 
River was established as a unit of the National Park System on November 10, 1978. The 
62,000-acre scenic river corridor of the New River from Hinton to Fayetteville was 
designated a national river by Title XI of Public Law 95-625. The establishing legislation 
stated that the purposes of the national river, which had been foreshadowed by those of 
the state parks in the gorge, were to conserve and interpret "outstanding natural, scenic, 
and historic values and objects in and around the New River Gorge" and preserve "as a 
free-flowing stream an important segment of the New River in West Virginia for the 
benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations." As the Park Service assumed 

247. State of West Virginia, Department of Natural Resources, "Grandview State Park," and "Grandview - 1970," 
File "H-14, Grandview State Park," historical files, NERI, and Rice, West Virginia: the State and Its People, p. 
324. 

248. McKeever, Where People and Nature Meet, p. 98, and US. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
Development Concept Plan/Environmental Assessment, Interpretive Prospectus, Grandview, New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia (Draft), January 1993, pp. 6-17. 

249. U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, New River Gorge Study, 1975, p. 16; U.S. 
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Department of the Interior, Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Final Environmental Statement, FES 76-42, Proposed 
New River Gorge National Wild and and Scenic River in West Virginia, 1976, p. 55; and U.S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service, General Management Plan, New River Gorge National River, p. 82. 
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administration of the national river, one of the management goals of the bureau became 
the development of a system of land- and water-based recreation opportunities that 
allowed visitors to experience the park's resources to the extent that natural, cultural, and 
scenic values were not impaired. Among the recreational opportunities that the Park 
Service sought to accommodate in the national river, subject to appropriate regulations to 
ensure resource protection, were nature study, scenic driving, scenic viewing, historic site 
visitation, river rafting and floating, fishing, hiking, rock climbing, hunting, off- road 
vehicle use, camping, and bicycling.250 

Some of the recreational opportunities that the National Park Service determined to 
accommodate in the national river, such as hunting and fishing, were traditional activities 
that had been pursued by residents of the area for generations. Other recreational 
opportunities, such as river rafting and floating, were commercialized ventures that had 
become increasingly popular with the public during the decade prior to the national 
river's establishment. Many of the recreational pursuits in the national river were evidence 
that the area provided a wide spectrum of activities to meet the ever-increasing 
recreational demands of the American public. 

Development of Hunting and Fishing Recreational Activities - The early settlers in the New 
River Gorge region hunted and fished to provide meat for their diets and furs for clothes 
and trade. In their History of Fayette County, Peters and Carden observed that hunting and 
fishing were significant components of early pioneer life and part of the training for boys 
growing up in the frontier conditions of the New River Gorge region. They observed: 

The pioneer boy, when not needed on the farm, was usually apt to be found fishing 
for trout in the cool streams, or roaming the woods in search of game, which was 
abundant in early times - bears, and elk; wild cats, foxes, panthers, and wolves; 
otters, muskrats, and beavers; even wild turkeys and, in the "little winter" as the late 
fall was called, wild geese and ducks were abundant. Was it not indeed a hunter's 
paradise? The pioneer soon learned that considerable money could be earned as a 
hunter, sometimes more than could be earned as a farmer or a blacksmith, because 
there was constant demand for skins in the frontier market places which carried on 
trade with towns on the coast. The buying and selling of fur was so lucrative a 
business that many engaged in it.251 

In "the early years," Peters and Carden noted that the "New river abounded in all kinds of 
fish found in mountain streams, and even today [1920s] black bass and both kinds of 
catfish, blue and mud-cats, are caught in great numbers." They commented further on the 
evolution of fishing from a necessary component of pioneer life to a business activity and 
ultimately to a recreational diversion by the second decade of the 20th century: 

250. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, General M.anagement Plan, New River Gorge National 
River, pp. 79-83; Ibid, Management and Development Guidelines for New River Gorge National River, West Virginia, 
November 1988, n.p.; Ibid, M.anagement and Development Guidelines, New River Gorge National River, West 
Virginia, Reference Material, December 1988, p. 5; and Ibid, Interpretation Program Plan, New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia, May 1989, pp. 10-11. 

251. Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, pp. 108-09. 
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... The early settlers depended, to a very great extent, on the fish they caught from the 
river and mountain streams, ·for their change of diet. As the country became more and 
more populated, many men devoted a great part of their time to fishing for the 
market. Among those who became noted, if not famous, was one "Dick" Peters, who 
lived for the whole of his long and adventurous life on the hill above Sewell, 
overlooking New river and Manns creek. ... He sold fish to the railroad camps, when 
the Chesapeake and Ohio was being built, and later to the men who worked on the 
ovens and in the mines at Sewell and surrounding coal works. He knew where the 
good fishing grounds were and had trot lines set at each during the fishing season ... .it 
is well known that he caught and sold many tons of fish from New river and Manns 
creek, the latter of which, than as now was full of mountain trout. In recent years the 
government has been stocking this creek with rainbow trout, and many fishing clubs 
make yearly pilgrimages to its picturesque shores and spend their vacations close to 
the heart of nature, and catch great numbers of these fine fish.252 

Not only did the New River Gorge region provide excellent fishing opportunities, but, 
according to Peters and Carden, its "hills" were also "filled with game" during the early 
years of settlement. Deer, bear, and smaller animals, such as foxes, raccoons, opossums, 
squirrels, and game birds, "afforded the pioneers a variety of the best that nature has to 
offer." There were also fur bearing animals, such as mink, otter, musk rat, and skunk, 
from "which many of the clothes of the people were made." With the coming of the coal 
and railroad industries, the game "was driven back from the river into the virgin forest 
where for many more years their natural habitat was undisturbed by the presence of 
man." With the cutting of timber and the increase of population in the area, however, 
game was becoming more scarce in the immediate area of the gorge during the first two 
decades of the 20th century, thus causing hunters, who were increasingly enga§11jg in this 
activity for recreational purposes, to traverse further afield to find their quarry. 3 

Although much of the game had been forced out of the immediate confines of the gorge 
by the coal, railroad, and lumber industry operations, one area in the gorge, according to 
Peters and Carden, remained a sport hunting paradise in the 1920s. The authors noted that 
the "valley of Manns creek which empties into New river at Sewell, is now and has been 
ever since it was first explored, a great roosting place for wild turkey." Many "fine 
specimens have been taken here and on account of the roughness of the country, which 
makes it difficult to hunt them, this will be a turkey stand for many years."254 

The growing popularity of hunting and fishing, as well as the negative impacts of 
industrialization and increasing population pressure, however, was having serious effects 
on the wildlife and fishery resources of the New River Gorge region as well as the entire 
state of West Virginia during the early 20th century. A. B. Brooks, a noted forestry expert, 
observed in 1910: 

The large number of hunter's licenses issued from the County Clerks' offices and the 
numerous fishing and hunting permits granted by owners of forest land in West 

252. Ibid, pp. 616-17. 

253. Ibid, pp. 617-18. 

254. Ibid, p. 618. 
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Virginia during the past two seasons, are evidences that the people of West Virginia 
are lovers of these sports. It is a lamentable fact, however, that the game has been so 
greatly reduced by careless and unlawful hunting and by forest fires, and that the fish 
have been killed by the pollution and drying up of streams to such an extent that 
these innocent sports have lost much of their former attraction.255 

During the years following World War I various properties in the New River gorge region 
were developed and used by non-New River residents as single family seasonal hunting 
and fishing camps. Typically, these properties featured small vernacular-style bungalows, 
cabins, sheds, and river shelters designed to house families while they engaged in 
recreational hunting and fishing pursuits. 256 

Development of Whitewater Recreational Activity - Although commercial whitewater rafting 
in the New River Gorge region did not begin until 1968, residents of the area have 
enjoyed this recreational pursuit since the early 20th century. Nell Gwinn Wriston, who 
grew up at Round Bottom during the 1910s and 1920s, reminisced in 1984 that young 
people in the area spent Sunday afternoons during her adolescent years riding the New 
River rapids in 22-24-foot-long "skiffs." She observed: 

~ ... that was our Sunday afternoon dating - get out and ride the rapids in the boats. 
That was about all there was to do. We'd row so far into the eddy water and cut out 
into the white water. You'd get quite a ride.257 

Commercial whitewater rafting began in the New River Gorge when Wildwater 
Expeditions Unlimited, Inc., commenced operations at Thurmond in 1968. As a result of 
televised news and sports coverage, television specials, and motion pictures, river running 
became an increasingly popular sport in the gorge as well as throughout the United States 
during the 1960s and 1970s. Four whitewater rafting companies began operation in the 
gorge region during the mid-1970s. By 1982 river running had become a booming business 
in the New River Gorge region; 22 of the 48 outfitters' licenses in the State of West 
Virginia were held by outfitters serving the New River. It was estimated that 
approximately 55,000 commercial boaters used the most popular whitewater section of the 
river between Thurmond and Hinton. According to many outfitters,~ovemment officials, 
and visitors, float traffic on the river was rapidly reaching its limits. 8 

The attractions and potential for expansion of whitewater operations in the New River 
Gorge region were described by K. Christopher Dragan of Wildwater Expeditions 
Unlimited in 1982. Observing that the professionalism of some New River outfitters had 
developed "to the point where it is being recognized as a standard by other commercial 
companies throughout the country," Dragan described the outstanding whitewater 
features of New River Gorge: 

255. Brooks, West Virginia Geological Survey, Volume Five, Forestry and Wood Industries, p. 38. 

256. "Proposed removal of residential structures, New River Gorge National River along Meadow Creek, West 
Virginia," n.d. [ca. September 1990], Files, State Historic Preservation Office, West Virginia Division of 
Culture and History, Charleston, West Virginia. 

257. "A Daughter Remembers," From an interview by William E. Cox, Goldenseal, X (Spring 1984), p. 20. 

258. Marjorie Corbett, "Protecting the New River Gorge," National Parks, LVI (March-April 1982), pp. 10-11. 
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The 30 mile stretch of New River from Prince to Fayette Station has the ideal situation 
of the first 15 miles being for the novice with easy access at Thurmond. The Prince to 
Thurmond run had original ratings of Class 2 to 4 [novice to advanced]; but, with 
today's advances in equipment, skills and knowledgeability of river runnings, the 
classifications are of 1 and 2 [beginner and novice] and extending to Class 3' s 
[intermediate] at the high water levels. The section of New River from Thurmond to 
Fayette Station had original ratings of Class 3 through 5 [intermediate through expert] 
and still today these ratings are maintained by the majority of knowledgeable 
paddlers. 

The Thurmond to Fayette Station run commonly referred to as the Lower Section has 
seen the greatest development. It offers an ideal one day raft trip within a day's 
driving time for a large portion of the Eastern United States. The first part of the trip 
contains a few Class 1 [beginner] rapids and long flat-water pools giving the river 
runner a chance to warm up for a second half of the trip that contains some of the 
best rapids found runable year-round in the Eastern United States. 

Dragan concluded that the New River "has the potential of being one of the finest 
recreational waterways in the country." With "the upper portions having easier access and 
smaller rapids, they are ideal for the fisherman and the novice boater." The section from 
Thurmond to Fayette Station with its "spectacular scenery and magnificent rapids" could 
"be the river in the Eastern United States for the whitewater recreationist to depend on" in 
the future. 259 

Recreational Opportunities in New River Gorge National River - The two-fold purpose for the 
establishment of New River Gorge National River was to conserve and interpret 
outstanding natural, scenic, and historic values, sites, and objects in and around New 
River Gorge and provide for resource-based recreation that did not impair resource values. 
Thus, one of the management goals of the National Park Service for its administration of 
the national river became the development of a system of land- and water-based 
recreation opportunities that allowed visitors to experience the park's resources to the 
extent that natural, cultural, and scenic values were not impaired.260 

The General Management Plan, New River Gorge National River, approved on November ·1, 
1982, stated that people visited the national river to enjoy its "scenery, water, forests, 
history, geology, and wildlife in a variety of ways." Some pursued a single experience, 
such as a whitewater rafting trip, "while others participated" in a variety of activities such 
as fishing, hiking, camping, and sightseeing. 

259. K. Christopher Dragan, ''Whitewater Use of the New River, New River Symposium, Proceedings, 1982, pp. 20-22. 
For more data on whitewater use in New River Gorge, see Verne Huser, River Running (Chicago, Henry 
Regnery Company, 1975), pp. 19, 206, 216-17; Michael Jenkinson, Wild Water West Virginia: A Peddler's Guide 
to the White Water Rivers of the Mountain State (Hillsborough, North Carolina, Menasha Ridge Press, 1975), 
pp. 129-42; Ron Rathnow, New River Gorge (Birmingham, Alabama, Menasha Ridge Press, 1987); and Shirley 
Claymore Scott, "Thunnond to Fayette Station: A New River Guide for Boaters and Hikers," New River 
Symposium, Proceedings, 1985, pp. 65-73. 

260. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Management and Development Guidelines, Reference 
Material, pp. 3, 5. 
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Narrative History 

According to the General M1magement Plan, visitation to New River Gorge had three 
principal components. These included visitation to the existing state parks within the 
national river boundary (Babcock and Grandview); river-based recreation comprised of 
boating, fishing, and swimming; and land-based recreation including sightseeing, 
picnicking, camping, hiking, and hunting. 

During the early 1980s most commercial boating occurred on the whitewater run between 
Thurmond and Fayette Station. The second most popular section for commercial boating 
was between Prince and Thurmond, a stretch of river that provided a good introduction 
for novice rafters on the first leg of a two-day trip. The estimated annual number of 
commercial boaters was 55,000. Of the 7,000 private boaters, most traveled between Prince 
and Thurmond or Hinton and Meadow Creek, which were accessible and fairly easy to 
navigate. 

Swimming, other than from watercraft, occurred at Fayette Station, Mccreery Beach, and 
Sandstone Falls. It was estimated that 8,500 persons engaged in this activity in the national 
river during the previous year. 

Most fishing occurred between Hinton and Meadow Creek, with the stretch between 
Prince and Thurmond second in popularity due to its fairly easy automobile access. An 
estimated annual total of 29 ,500 persons fished in the national river. The least used section 
of the river was between Meadow Creek and Prince, where fishing and canoeing 
dominated. 

Land-based recreation in the national river included sightseeing, camping, picnicking, 
hiking, and hunting. With easy highway access from the heavily traveled U.S. 19, 
sightseeing at Canyon Rim amounted to an estimated 250,000 visits annually. Estimated 
annual visitation statistics for other land- based recreation in the national river included 
10,000 campers, 4,000 picnickers, 1,500 hikers, and 500 hunters.261 

In 1989 the National Park Service prepared the Resource Inventory and Analysis, a document 
that presented a more comprehensive overview of recreational opportunities in the 
national river. According to this study, river-oriented recreation was "the largest arena of 
visitor use recreation currently available" in the New River Gorge region. Recreationists 
participated in water-based activities ranging from bank fishing to canoeing to running the 
whitewater rapids in a raft. Various sections of the river were preferred for different 
sports, with fishing and canoeing conditions more favorable from near Bluestone Dam to 
Sandstone Falls in the south end of the park and whitewater rafting more attractive from 
Thurmond downriver toward the north end of the park. In between there was a diverse 
mix of uses depending on river accessibility and gradient. The flatter areas of water 
attracted canoeists, john-boaters (small fishing boats), and fishermen, while the steeper, 
more turbulent rapids areas attracted rafters and kayakers. 

The boating visitors were catered to by commercial outfitters - 23 rafting companies 
licensed by the state and several canoeing outfitters. The number of visitors involved in 
river recreation varied from year to year, as well as seasonally, depending on such factors 

261. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, General Management Plan, New River Gorge National 
River, pp. 18, 79-83. 
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as the level of river flow. Visitor use statistics revealed that the numbers of commercial 
and private boaters in the national river during 1987 were 72,089 and 10,533, respectively. 

Camping along the river was an increasingly popular activity. Fish camps, set up 
temporarily for overnight bank fishing, were primitive establishments used for short 
periods of time. Another form of primitive camping was practiced by the commercial 
rafting companies for overnight raft trips down the river. These usually occurred at 
specific or designated locations; no facilities were available, but the distances traveled 
were established and allowed for appropriate time designations for departures and 
arrivals. Guided fishing trips also used locations along the river for the overnight 
camping. 

Sandstone Falls, the only National Park Service-designated camping area, had a two-week 
limit per stay. Camping and cabins were available at Babcock State Park, and camping 
was also available south of the national river at Bluestone Lake. 

Rock climbing was a relatively new and rapidly growing recreational pursuit at New 
River Gorge. The gorge-top cliffs along the north end of the national river offered a 
challenging variety of climbing terrain and were becoming widely known as "the four-mile 
wall." Relatively easy access from roads along the east side between Canyon Rim and the 
Beauty Mountain area and the lengthy stretch of available terrain contributed to the 
increasing popularity of this activity. 

Scenic drives in the New River Gorge area offered a different and increasingly popular 
perspective of the river. A loop drive around the national river offered a wide variety of 
scenery and terrain along with several overlooks into the gorge at the north end and roads 
paralleling the river at the south end. The bumpy but usually passable McKendree Road 
added a scenic stretch along the east gorge wall between Thurmond and Prince. Since the 
recent opening of I-64 across the gorge and Glade Creek, areas of the national river that 
had been relatively inaccessible were now highly visible to large numbers of passing 
motorists. With the eventual development of the New River Parkway (I-64-Hinton) to 
access the national river from the interstate, increasing numbers of visitors would be able 
to drive easily through areas of the gorge that could only be reached previously by hiking 
or boating. 

Nature hiking and bird-watching were popular pursuits in the New River Gorge. Two 
trails were officially opened during the 1988 season - the Wolf Creek Trail to Kaymoor 
and Minden Trail along an abandoned railroad spur across the river from Thurmond. 
Nearly 18,000 persons used these trails during their first season in use. Numerous other 
trails laced the gorge, but these were informal traces used traditionally to reach long-time 
favorite fishing, camping, or hunting spots. A lengthy trail down the course of Glade 
Creek led to the river and connected to other informal trails along the river from below 
Grandview. These existing informal trails, in combination with developed trails, were 
linked by a trail plan proposed to traverse the length of the gorge. 

A limited amount of horseback riding also existed around the north end of the national 
river. A rental stable offered trail rides in conjunction with raft trips, and there were 
designated horse trails in Babcock State Park. 
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Property Types 

Besides the attraction of its scenic nature trail, the entire Glade Creek area provided a 
wide variety of opportunities for land-based recreation. The Glade Creek drainage 
encompassed some of the least disturbed natural scenery within the national river. Since 
most of the Glade Creek area was beyond the sights and sounds and other indications of 
modem civilization, the area offered park visitors opportunities for solitude that were 
unavailable elsewhere in the national river. 

Hunting of certain species of wildlife, the most prominent in the national river being 
turkey, whlte-tailed deer, and waterfowl, was a permitted recreational activity in the 
national river subject to state regulations. Trapping, by National Park Service legislation, 
was not allowed within the boundaries of the national river. Offroad vehicle use was 
permitted and becoming quite popular, taking advantage of some of the abandoned 
railroad grades and logging roads that crisscross much of the area.262 

PROPERTY TYPES 

Introduction 

Development of recreational facilities and units in the state park system have had a 
significant impact on the natural and built environments of West Virginia, including the 
southern part of the state in which New River Gorge National River is located. Although 
informal recreational activities, such as fishing and hunting, have long been conducted in 
the area, construction of formalized recreational facilities within the authorized boundaries 
of the present-day national river did not occur until the 1930s and early 1940s when 
Babcock and Grandview state parks were established as units of the embryonic West 
Virginia state park system and developed using New Deal emergency funding and 
Civilian Conservation Corps enrollees for construction. When the national river was 
established in 1978, these two state parks, along with Sandstone Falls State Park which 
had been established during the 1970s, contained all of the formalized public recreation 
facilities within its authorized boundaries. 

Expansion of recreational opportunities, particularly whitewater rafting and kayaking, in 
the New River Gorge region has drawn ever-increasing numbers of visitors to the area in 
recent decades - an occurrence that has left a significant impact on the natural 
environment. However, the material legacy of organized public recreation facilities within 
the authorized boundaries of the present-day national river during the period of 
significance were confined to two areas - Babcock and Grandview state parks. Although 
Babcock State Park lies within the authorized boundaries of New River Gorge National 
River, it continues to be administered as a unit of the West Virginia state park system. 

Typology of Known and Expected Property Types 

The typology of known and expected types for the recreation/ state parks context includes: 

262. U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Resource Inventory and Analysis, New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia, July 1989, pp. 21-23. 
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1. Primary Outdoor Recreational Activity Facilities 
a. Bathhouses, boathouses 
b. Pavilions (outdoor picnic and function shelters) 
c. Overlooks, lookouts 
d. Comfort stations 
e. Group social/ educational meeting structures 
f. Amphitheaters 
g. Specialized activity areas, e.g., children's playground/ play equipment areas, picnic 

areas, tennis courts, badminton courts, horseshoe pits, shuffleboard courts 

2. Secondary Recreational Support Facilities 
a. Park administrative/ management-related structures, e.g., staff offices, personnel 

residences, visitor centers and contact facilities 
b. Park maintenance structures, e.g., offices, shops, garages, warehouses 
c. Concessions operations structures, e.g., restaurants, snack shops, gift and souvenir 

shops 

3. Overnight Visitor Accommodations 
a. Cabins 
b. Lodges 

4. Private Retreat Development 
a. Company retreats 
b. Church camps 
c. Special youth camps 

5. Engineering Structures and Landscape Features 
a. Infrastructure buildings 
b. Dams, functional and decorative 
c. Bridges 
d. Stone retaining walls, culverts, drainage ditches, curbs, spring basins, walkways, 

hearth, steps, water fountains, and trails 
e. Directional signs or markers, benches 
f. Man-made lakes, streams, waterfalls, and pools 
g. Fencing 
h. Machinery 

6. Transportation Facilities 
a. Roads and roadway structures/features - bridges, culverts, ·drains, turnouts 
b. Vehicle facilities - parking lots 

Known and Expected Distribution of Property Types 

Primary Outdoor Recreational Activity Facilities. The primary outdoor recreational 
activity facilities property type includes bathhouses, boathouses, pavilions (outdoor picnic 
and function shelters), overlooks, comfort stations, group social/ educational meeting 
structures (sometimes known as unithouses), amphitheaters, and specialized activity areas, 
such as children's playground and picnic areas, tennis, badminton, and shuffleboard 
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Property Types 

courts, and horseshoe pits. Structures of this property type that were built by the CCC are 
representative examples of the rustic or "park" style of architecture that reached its zenith 
during the late 1920s and 1930s as a result of the influence, in part, of National Park 
Service landscape architects. 

Structures associated with this property type were designed in the rustic architectural style 
to make them harmonize with their natural surroundings. The construction technique 
emphasized use of native materials and hand craftsmanship and was primarily wood 
frame, load-bearing stone masonry, or wood frame faced with stone having little applied 
decorative ornament. The elevations tended to be irregular and asymmetrical in overall 
composition and fenestration and were typically dominated by overhanging eaves that 
were punctuated with either exposed sawn rafters or rough-hewn log rafters. The walls of 
the structures were generally wood weatherboard or random fieldstone masonry. 

Secondary Recreational Support Structures. The secondary recreational support structures 
property type includes park administrative/management related buildings (e.g., staff 
offices, personnel residences, visitor centers, and visitor contact stations), park 
maintenance structures (e.g., offices, shops, garages, and warehouses), and concessions 
operations structures (e.g., restaurants, snack shops, gift and souvenir shops) for visitor 
services. These structures were designed and constructed by the CCC as integral parts of 
the park for which they were the management and maintenance control centers and focal 
points for visitor services. 

Structures of this property type that were built by CCC were designed, for the most part, 
in the rustic or "park" style of architecture, similar to that for the primary outdoor 
recreational activity facilities. 

Overnight Visitor Accommodations. Included in this property type are cabins and lodges 
designed for the purpose of providing overnight accommodations for park visitors. Cabins 
tend to be single-story, have hipped or gable roofs, and exhibit rough-sawn weatherboard 
exterior compositions. Because Grandview State Park was designed as a day-use area it 
has no overnight accommodations. Structures of this property type that were built by the 
CCC were designed in the aforementioned rustic architectural style. 

Private Retreat Development. Private retreat development reflected a trend toward 
recreational sites for organized groups such as church camps, special youth camps, and 
company retreats. There are numerous examples of this property type in West Virginia, 
many of which remain extant in the New River region. 

In 1994 the park acquired Camp Brookside, a company retreat developed by Union 
Carbide for its employees. This site may be eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places using cultural landscape guidelines. 

Engineering Structures and Landscape Features. Engineering structures and landscape 
features were designed to conserve and protect/preserve park resources and manage 
recreational activities by controlling human usage, halting erosion, reclaiming land, and 
creating new bodies of water. Structures of this property type include uninclosed, 
functional infrastructure designs, although such enclosed structures as stone pumphouses 
and water treatment buildings and concrete water storage tanks were constructed by the 
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CCC. More typical, however, are such structures as stone and/ or concrete dams, stone 
and wood bridges and stone retaining walls, culverts, drainage ditches, curbs, spring 
basins, steps, walkways, water fountains, and trails. Also included in this property type 
are directional signs or markers, wooden benches, and man-made lakes, streams, 
waterfalls, and pools. 

Some of the more functional and less visible structures in this property type were 
constructed with poured concrete. However, most examples of this property type were 
visible and as such were designed in the rustic or "park" architectural style shared by most 
of the standing structures designed by the CCC. The construction technique was either 
reinforced poured concrete, stone masonry, or a combination of both. The overall designs 
within this property type varied widely, dependent as they were on the specific function 
of the structure in question. 

Transportation Facilities. This property type includes roads and related roadway 
structures/features, such as bridges, culverts, drains, and turnouts, and vehicle facilities, 
such as parking lots. The transportation facilities were designed to provide vehicular 
access to park attractions, prominent visitor destination points, and specialized activity 
areas. During construction of roads and related vehicle facilities the CCC emphasized 
design considerations to lessen their impact on the landscape and make them compatible 
with their natural surroundings. 

Present Conditions of Property Types 

Virtually all CCC structures in these various property types at Grandview and Babcock 
State Park tend to be either still in use and serving the purposes for which they were 
constructed or "mothballed" and reasonably well-maintained. Thus, most structures are in 
good condition. Babcock has the largest and most representative group of structures 
associated with the rustic architectural style in the New River Gorge region. It should be 
noted that many structures, facilities, and landscape features built at Grandview and 
Babcock during the post-CCC era have been constructed in a manner that reflects the 
rustic architectural style, thus making it difficult in some cases to differentiate between 
CCC and non-CCC construction. 

TABULAR SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

This tabular summary of management information includes key data for each historic 
property related to the recreation/state parks context in New River Gorge National River 
that was surveyed by Land and Community Associates of Charlottesville, Virginia, as part 
of its study entitled Cultural Landscape Report, Grandview, New River Gorge National River, 
West Virginia in June 1994. These structures will be surveyed by the Chesapeake/ 
Allegheny System Support Office LCS team and entered into the national river's draft 
LCS. 

Data for the structures listed in the tabular summary is from the Cultural Landscape Report. 
This information will change as further studies and fieldwork are undertaken and 
Determinations of Eligibility and National Register of Historic Places nominations are 
completed. 
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PARK 
STRUC- LCS 
TURE# ID# 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

None None 

PROPERTY NAME 

Main Park Road to 
Overlook Parking Area 
& Picnic Area No. 1 

Picnic Area No. 1 
Parking Area 

Main Overlook Parking 
Area 

Historic Main Trail 

Historic Base Cliff Trail 

Tunnel Trail 

Main Park Road from 
Picnic Area No. 1 to 
Picnic Areas Nos. 2, 3 

Picnic Area No. 1 

Stone Pylons with 
Suspended Wooden 
Entry Signs 

Stone Hearths with Grills 

Wooden Benches with 
Stone Bases 

Stone-Paved Paths 
Including Steps 

Vehicular Circulation 
Features (Culverts, 
Curbing, Retaining 
Walls) 

Stone Drinking Fountains 

Hand Pump 

Wooden Safety Fences 

Tabular Summary of Management Information 

NATIONAL 
PROPERTY PROP. REGISTER STATUS 

LOCATION CATEGORY TYPE (DATE) 

Grandview Paved Sa Not evaluated 
road 

Grandview Paved Sb Not evaluated 
parking 
area 

Grandview Paved Sb Not evaluated 
parking 
area 

Grandview Trail 4d Not evaluated 

Grandview Trail 4d Not evaluated 

Grandview Trail 4d Not evaluated 

Grandview Paved Sa 
road 

Grandview Picnic lg Not evaluated 
area 

Grandview Standing 4e Not evaluated 
structure 

Grandview Standing 4d Not evaluated 
structure 

Grandview Standing 4e Not evaluated 
structure 

Grandview Stone- 4d Note 
paved 
paths and 

evaluated 

steps 

Grandview Standing Sa Not evaluated 
structures 

Grandview Standing 4d Not evaluated 
structures 

Grandview Standing 4h Not evaluated 
structure 

Grandview Standing 4g Not evaluated 
structure 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: SPECIFIC EVALUATION CRITERIA -
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

This study has developed five historic contexts that incorporate most of the historic 
properties in New River Gorge National River. The five contexts include: (1) coal industry, 
(2) railroad industry, (3) lumber industry, (4) Euro-American settlement/ agriculture, and 
(5) recreation/ state parks. This chapter will delineate an evaluation process in which the 
criteria for identifying the significance and integrity of the historic properties are 
developed for use in preparation of Determinations of Eligibility and National Register of 
Historic Places nominations. 

EVALUATION PROCESS 

In order to qualify for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, a historic property 
must be associated with at least one historic context, subject to the following conditions: 

A. Under the coal industry historic context, a historic property must have 
been used by the coal industry or by another industry for the mining, 
production, or transportation of coal. Historic properties may also qualify 
for listing if they: (1) were used by the coal industry to provide housing 
and social services for miners, (2) were associated with coal operators, 
miners, and significant events or personalities in the mine wars and 
union movement of the 1900-30 period, (3) represent the negative impact 
of mining, or (4) were government facilities devoted primarily to serving 
the needs of miners. 

B. Under the railroad industry historic context, a historic property must 
have been used by the railroad industry or by another industry for the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of railways. Historic properties 
may also qualify for listing if they were: (1) located in and/ or were 
associated with railroad service towns/ centers, (2) structures associated 
with railroad operators, managers, or workers in incorporated towns, or 
(3) government facilities devoted to serving the needs of railroad 
workers. 

C. Under the lumber industry historic context, a historic property must 
have been used by the lumber industry or by another industry for the 
cutting of timber or production and transportation of lumber products. 
Historic properties may also qualify for listing if they were: (1) used by 
the lumber industry to provide housing and social services for loggers 
and lumber management officials, or (2) buildings in incorporated towns 
associated with the lumber industry or a closely allied industry. 

D. Under the Euro-American settlement/ agriculture historic context, a 
historic property must have been used by Euro-American settlers for the 
production, processing, or transportation of agricultural products. 

E. Under the recreation/ state parks historic context, a historic property 
must: (1) have been constructed in a West Virginia state park unit by the 
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Civilian Conservation Corps, (2) reflect characteristics associated with 
rustic or "park" architecture, and (3) have been used by the West Virginia 
state park system for management, operation, development, design, or 
recreational use of the park. 

To qualify for listing, a property must be a representative example of one of the subtypes 
identified in the sections describing the property types for each historic context. A historic 
property must also have integrity. The evaluation of integrity is generally a subjective 
judgment, but it must be grounded in an understanding of property's physical features 
and how they relate to its significance. 

Within the concept of integrity, the National Register criteria recognize seven aspects or 
qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. These qualities include location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. To retain historic 
integrity, a property will always possess several, and usually most, of the qualities. The 
retention of specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to convey its 
significance. 

While a property must be a representative example of one of the identified subtypes and it 
must have integrity to qualify for listing, these criteria are subject to the following 
qualifications: 

1. The major block of its composition must be intact. 

2. Its construction and historic function must be documented with site­
specific historic source materials. 

3. It must be a recognizable component of a site associated with its historic 
context. 

4. It must retain the essential physical features that enable it to convey its 
historic identity. 

All properties change over time. It is not necessary for a property to retain all its historic 
physical features or characteristics. However, the property must retain the essential 
physical features that enable it to convey its historic identity. The essential physical 
features are those features that define both why a property is significant and when it was 
significant. They are the features without which a property can no longer be identified as, 
for instance, a late 19th-century coke oven, an early 20th-century railroad passenger and 
freight depot, or a turn-of-the-century farmstead. As an example a farmstead may be 
overgrown and visible traces of its turn-of-the-century agricultural system may have 
become less well defined, but most of its original farm buildings should be extant in a 
highly unaltered state, a significant portion of its original field and pasture configuration 
and fences should be intact, and its rural ambience should be impacted by few, if any, 
modern visual or technological intrusions, thus permitting it to depict a once prevalent 
agrarian way of life that has all but vanished. · 

If the historic exterior building material of a property is covered by nonhistoric material 
(such as modern siding), the property can still be eligible if the significant form, features, 
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Coal Industry 

and detailing are not obscured. If a property's exterior is covered by a nonhistoric false 
front or curtain wall, the property will not qualify under Criteria A, B, or C because it 
does not retain the visual quality necessary to convey historic or architectural significance. 
Such a property also cannot be considered a contributing element in a historic district 
because it does not add to the district's sense of time and place. If the false front, curtain 
wall, or nonhistoric siding is removed and the original building materials are intact, the 
property's integrity can be re-evaluated. 

Ruins may be eligible for listing if they retain the essential physical features that define 
why they are significant and when they were significant. If such features cannot be 
identified, the ruin should be considered to have lost its integrity. 

Historic properties that have achieved significance within the past fifty years may be 
eligible for listing if they are associated with events or persons or exhibit architectural 
styles that have "exceptional importance." The phrase "exceptional importance" may be 
applied to the extraordinary importance of an event or to an entire category of resources 
so fragile that survivors of any age are unusual. 

Historic properties may have local, state, or national significance. Properties having local 
significance must be related to a historic context in the New River Gorge area and must be 
a representative example of a defined property type in the gorge. Properties having state 
significance must be illustrative of the historic context in West Virginia and must be one of 
the best of similarly associated properties in the state to represent the historic context 
theme. Properties having national significance must reflect an important aspect of the 
historic context theme in the nation as a whole and must be one of the best of similarly 
associated properties in the United States. 

COAL INDUSTRY 

Historic properties associated with the coal industry are eligible for listing under Criterion 
A in five principal areas of significance if they are associated with events that have made 
an important contribution to the broad patterns of American history. In the area of 
engineering, they must demonstrate the practical application of scientific principles to the 
design, construction, and operation of facilities, equipment, and machinery related to the 
development of coal mining operations and technology and ancillary processes. In the area 
of industry, they must be representative examples of technology and processes for 
management of materials, labor, and equipment to produce coal and its by-products. In 
the area of social history, they must be representative of the socioeconomic patterns 
associated with coal mining and the life-ways of its social groups. In the area of 
transportation, they must be representative examples of the process and technology of 
conveying raw materials relating to coal production. In the area of ethnic heritage, they 
must be associated with the history of persons (black and European) having a common 
ethnic or racial identity. 

Historic properties associated with the coal industry are eligible for listing under Criterion 
B in four principal areas if they are associated with the lives of persons significant in 
American history. In the areas of architecture, engineering, industry, and transportation, 
they must be associated with the productive life of a person important to the coal 
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industry, or the property must be illustrative of the contributions for which the individual 
is known. 

Historic properties associated with the coal industry are eligible for listing under Criterion 
C in two principal areas if they embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, represent the work of a master, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. In the area of 
architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art of designing and constructing 
buildings and structures associated with coal mining and persons associated with the coal 
industry. In the area of engineering, they must illustrate the practical application of 
scientific principles to the design, construction, and operation of buildings and structures 
to produce and transport coal and its by-products. 

RAILROAD INDUSTRY 

Historic properties associated with the railroad industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion A in five principal areas of significance if they are associated with events that 
have made an important contribution to the broad patterns of American history. In the 
area of commerce, they must be representative examples of the business of trading goods, 
services, and commodities. In the area of engineering, they must demonstrate the practical 
application of scientific principles to the design, construction, and development of 
facilities, equipment, and structures related to railway operations. In the area of industry, 
they must be representative examples of technology and processes for management of 
materials, labor, and equipment to construct, operate, and maintain railroads. In the area 
of social history, they must be representative of the socioeconomic patterns associated with 
railroad operations and lifeways of the social groups associated with the industry. In the 
area of transportation, they must be representative examples of the process and 
technology of conveying passengers and materials. In the area of ethnic heritage, they 
must be associated with the history of persons (black and European) having a common 
ethnic or racial identity. 

Historic properties associated with the railroad industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion B in five principal areas if they are associated with the lives of persons 
significant in American history. In the areas of architecture, commerce, engineering, 
industry, and transportation, they must be associated with the productive life of a person 
important to the railroad industry, or the property must be illustrative of the contributions 
for which the individual is known. 

Historic properties associated with the railroad industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion C in two principal areas if they embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, or represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
In the area of architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art of designing and 
constructing buildings and structures associated with the railroad industry. In the area of 
engineering, they must illustrate the practical application of scientific principles to the 
design, construction, and development of equipment, machinery, and structures related to 
railroad operations. 
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Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture 

LUMBER INDUSTRY 

Historic properties associated with the lumber industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion A in five principal areas of significance if they are associated with events that 
have made an important contribution to the broad patterns of American history. In the 
area of engineering, they must demonstrate the practical application of scientific principles 
to the design, construction, and operation of facilities, equipment, and machinery related 
to the cutting of timber and development of sawmill operations and technology and 
ancillary processes for the production of lumber products. In the area of industry, they 
must be representative examples of technology and processes for management of 
materials, labor, and equipment to produce lumber and its by-products. In the area of 
social history, they must be representative of the socioeconomic patterns associated with 
timber-cutting and lumber production and !ifeways of its social groups. In the area of 
transportation, they must be representative examples of the process and technology of 
conveying raw materials relating to lumber production. In the area of ethnic heritage, they 
must be associated with the history of persons (black and European) having a common 
ethnic or racial identity. 

Historic properties associated with the lumber industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion B in four principal areas if they are associated with the lives of persons 
significant in American history. In the areas of architecture, engineering, industry, and 
transportation, they must be associated with the productive life of a person important to 
the lumber industry, or the property must be illustrative of the contributions for which the 
individual is known. 

Historic properties associated with the lumber industry are eligible for listing under 
Criterion C in two principal areas if they embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, or represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
In the area of architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art of designing and 
constructing buildings and structures associated with timber-cutting and lumber 
production and persons associated with the lumber industry. In the area of engineering, 
they must illustrate the practical application of scientific principles to the design, 
construction, and operation of buildings and structures to produce and transport lumber 
and its by-products. 

EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT/AGRICULTURE 

Historic properties associated with Euro-American settlement/ agriculture are eligible for 
listing under Criterion A in five principal areas of significance if they are associated with 
events that have made an important contribution to the broad patterns of American 
history. In the area of agriculture, they must be associated with the process and 
technology of cultivating soil, producing crops, or raising livestock and plants. In the area 
of ethnic heritage (subcategory - European), they must relate to the history of persons 
having common ethnic origins or racial identities. In the area of exploration/ settlement, 
they must be associated with the establishment and early development of new settlements 
or communities. In the area of social history, they must relate to the history of American 
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agrarian society and the lifeways of its social groups. In the area of transportation, they 
must be associated with the process and technology of conveying agricultural products. 

Historic properties associated with Euro-American settlement/ agriculture are eligible for 
listing under Criterion B in four principal areas of significance if they are associated with 
the lives of persons significant in American history. In the areas of agriculture, ethnic 
heritage (subcategory - European), exploration/settlement, and social history, they must 
be associated with the productive life of a person important to Euro-American 
settlement/ agriculture, or the property must be illustrative of the contributions for which 
the individual is known. 

Historic properties associated with Euro-American settlement/ agriculture are eligible for 
listing under Criterion C in two principal areas if they embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, 
or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. In the area of architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art 
of designing and constructing buildings and structures associated with Euro-American 
settlement/ agriculture and persons associated with agrarian activities. In the area of 
engineering, they must illustrate the practical application of scientific principles to the 
design, construction, and operation of buildings and structures to produce and process 
agricultural products. 

RECREATION/STATE PARKS 

Historic properties associated with the recreation/ state parks historic context are eligible 
for listing under Criterion A in eight principal areas of significance if they are associated 
with events that have made an important contribution to the broad patterns of American 
history. In the area of architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art of designing 
and constructing buildings and structures to serve human recreational needs. In the area 
of conservation, they must be associated with the preservation, maintenance, and 
management of natural or man-made resources in state parks. In the area of engineering, 
they must demonstrate the practical application of scientific principles to design, construct, 
and operate equipment, machinery, and structures to serve human recreational needs. In 
the area of entertainment/recreation, they must be associated with the development and 
practice of leisure activities for refreshment, diversion, amusement, or sport in state parks. 
In the area of landscape architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art of designing 
or arranging the land in state parks for human use and enjoyment. In the area of 
politics/goverrunent, they must be associated with the enactment and administration of 
laws by which the United States or West Virginia is governed or to activities related to 
political process. In the area of social history, they must be associated with the history of 
efforts to promote the welfare of society. In the area of transportation, they must relate to 
the process and technology of conveying passengers or materials in state parks. 

Historic properties associated with the recreation/ state parks historic context are eligible 
for listing under Criterion B in four principal areas if they are associated with the lives of 
persons significant in American history. In the areas of architecture, conservation, 
entertainment/ recreation, and landscape architecture, they must be associated with the 
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Summation 

productive life of a person important to recreation/ state parks, or the property must be 
illustrative of the contributions for which the individual is known. 

Historic properties associated with recreation/ state parks are eligible for listing under 
Criterion C in three principal areas of significance if they embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, 
or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. In the area of architecture, they must demonstrate the practical art 
of designing and constructing buildings and structures in the rustic architectural style to 
serve human recreation needs. In the area of engineering, they must demonstrate the 
practical application of scientific principles to design, construct, and operate equipment, 
machinery, and structures to serve human recreational needs. In the area of landscape 
architecture, they must be associated with the practical art of designing or arranging state 
park lands for human recreational use and enjoyment. 

CRITERIOND 

Historic properties associated with each of the five historic contexts are eligible for listing 
under Criterion D if they are likely to yield important information about a common set of 
research questions important to the theme of the context or reveal significant historical 
artifacts useful for study collections and as indices for historic research. The properties 
must retain original materials, setting, and configuration to be eligible under Criterion D . 

SUMMATION 

Beyond the level of defining property types and establishing criteria to determine 
significance and integrity of historic properties within each of the historic contexts, the 
position of a property within local and regional socioeconomic networks should be 
considered in evaluating its significance. The coal, railroad, and lumber industries in New 
River Gorge, for instance, interconnected in many ways. The coming of the C & 0 
Railroad to the gorge opened its pristine beauty, mineral wealth, and vast timber resources 
to broad human access, development, and exploitation. Many of the initial logging 
operations were geared toward the needs of the coal industry, and the railroad became a 
major consumer of coal to power its steam locomotives as it transported ever-increasing 
quantities of coal and lumber products to markets in major cities on the eastern seaboard. 
Some mining facilities produced coal for transportation and sale to coking operations that 
used wood, in part, to ignite their ovens, the resulting coke being transported to eastern 
markets by railroads. Farmers in the gorge frequently became coal miners or railroad 
workers as their financial needs required. Timbering of agricultural lands sometimes 
replaced or enhanced agricultural activities. Thus, a number of historic properties in the 
national river are associated with more than one historic context, enhancing their 
significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the National Register. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT: RESEARCH NEEDS AND QUESTIONS 

COAL INDUSTRY 

As part of a coal mining heritage study in southern West Virginia, the West Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office is conducting a phased reconnaissance study focusing on coal 
mining-related historic resources in an eleven-county area. The first phase of the 
inventory, conducted in part through a cooperative agreement with the National Park 
Service'S former Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, included the core coal mining region of 
Boone, Logan, McDowell, Mingo, and Wyoming counties. The report was entitled Coal 
Heritage Suruey, Southern West Virginia Reconnaissance Study of Sites Related to the History of 
Coal Mining, Phase I, Final Report, Boone, Mingo, Wyoming, McDowell, and Logan Counties, by 
Cindy Dobson, Stacy Stone, and Kim Valente, November 8, 1991. The fieldwork was 
followed by historic research to document specific resources. In addition to individual 
resources, the survey team considered whole landscapes - the overall relationship of 
land, structures, and objects - to identify, for example, mining operations and settlement 
patterns. 

The second phase of the reconnaissance, which has not been undertaken, is of utmost 
importance to the New River Gorge region since it would focus on coal mining-related 
historic resources in six counties - Fayette, Raleigh, Mercer, Summers, Wayne, and 
Cabell. This study is necessary to provide a more comprehensive understanding of specific 
coal mining-related sites in the gorge and their relationship to the broader context of coal 
industry development in the New River field, the State of West Virginia, and the nation as 
a whole. 

While no intact mining facility or company town is located in the New River Gorge area, 
the extant remnants at Kay Moor constitute a sizable proportion of the principal elements 
of a major coal mining operation. Other sites in the area contain scattered extant fragments 
of mining facilities and/ or company towns. It is important to place these fragments in the 
context of the total mining facility or company town in which it was located. This is 
necessary in order to compare these facilities/company towns to the Kay Moor site as well 
as to mining plants and company towns found in hlstorical literature and in other regions. 

Once a company town fragment has been placed within the historic context of which it is 
a part, it will become possible to learn more about it as well as add to the increase of 
knowledge about company towns in the nation. In a 1990 study entitled "Eastern 
Kentucky Coal Company Towns, a Research Plan," L. Martin Para of the Kentucky 
Heritage Council suggested questions that need to be addressed about any site of a former 
company town. Among the questions that are pertinent to the New River Gorge region are 
the following: 

1. Does the town have a clear form such as a linear, cruciform, or other identified 
form? 

2. What is the spatial relationship of houses to one another? Can evidence of racial, 
occupational, ethnic, or other types of segregation be found? 
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3. What is the relationship of the houses to the mining plant? 

4. What is the relationship of the dwellings to non-dwellings, such as company 
stores, offices, community buildings, and recreation areas? 

5. How does the existing configuration of buildings reflect the period in which the 
town was created? 

6. Can the ratio between high and low status dwellings be established? How do 
such ratios differ between towns? If there are fewer class distinctions among 
workers' housing in smaller company towns, can they be viewed as more 
egalitarian? Can categories of town types be established according to these 
housing ratios? 

7. What potential for industrial archeology exists at the site? 

8. What factor - location or builder - better explains variation in house 
architecture throughout the region? 

A priority for future research should be the ethnic composition of the coal mining 
population in the New River Gorge area. Additional information on the daily lives of the 
"average person" in the coal towns would help to provide a more comprehensive picture 
of the human element in the gorge as it was impacted by industrialization. 

RAILROAD INDUSTRY 

There is an abundance of archival material relating to the C & 0 Railroad operations in 
New River Gorge at the Chesapeake and Ohio Historical Society in Clifton Forge, Virginia. 
The society has a building and two railroad boxcars full of C & 0 Railroad uncataloged 
archival materials. Much of the collection, however, is currently unavailable for research 
because the society is a volunteer organization operating on a small budget. 

Access to the railroad records at the CSX Hinton division office should be investigated 
because they contain personnel files, drawings, maps, and other archival materials relating 
to C & 0 operations in the New River Gorge region. The historical society has made 
arrangements for the ultimate disposition of the records at Hinton to be archived at 
Clifton Forge. 

Numerous oral interviews with former railroaders and Thurmond townspeople have been 
conducted, but few focus on such topics as railway operations at Quinnimont or on the 
railroad and the technology which made Thurmond a stopping point. In an effort to better 
understand the history of steam and the operation of the railroad in Thurmond, more 
interviews that address these topics should be undertaken. 
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Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture 

LUMBER INDUSTRY 

While coal company towns in southern West Virginia have been the subject of 
considerable historical research and analysis, logging camps and lumber towns have 
received less attention. Research is needed concerning the construction, development, and 
operation of logging camps and their relationship to lumber towns in southern West 
Virginia and the New River Gorge region. In his Tumult on the Mountain, Roy B. Clarkson, 
an authority on the history of the West Virginia lumber industry, describes a typical 
logging camp and the lifestyle of loggers. Research is needed to determine if this 
description accurately reflects logging operations in the New River Gorge region or 
whether there were unique regional distinctives associated with lumbering in the gorge. 
Further research is needed concerning the interrelationship of the lumber industry with 
coal mining and railroading in the gorge as well as the similarities and differences 
between coal towns and lumber towns in the area. 

EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT/AGRICULTURE 

The period from the 1870s to the 1920s witnessed the transition of the New River Gorge 
region from an economy based on agriculture to one based on the coal, timber, and 
railroad industries. A considerable body of documentary material is available on this 
theme which should be used for an expanded study on early settlement and agriculture. 
Further research is needed to gain a clearer understanding of the interrelationship of the 
growth of industry and the decline of agriculture. Research is also needed to determine 
whether agrarian activities in all sections of the gorge were equally impacted by the 
development of industry or whether there were differences among various parts of the 
region. 

The context for settlement, migration, and agriculture in New River Gorge National River 
between the mid-19th and mid-20th centuries may be found in research under disciplines, 
such as archeology and ethnography, and various regional studies that combine traditional 
life and economic surveys. There is a wealth of information to place the New River region 
in the context of Southern Appalachia. However, topics such as settlement patterns, 
vernacular farm architectural styles, agricultural practices, and domestic folkways of 
agrarian society in the gorge prior to the 1870s, as well as during the transition years 
between the 1870s and 1920s, merit further study and analysis. 

The Trump-Lilly Farmstead in New River Gorge National River represents a rare 
surviving example of a late 19th century traditional self-sufficient/ subsistence farm of the 
Mid-Appalachian region. Potential controversy exists concerning the appropriate 
categorization of this site as representative of subsistence, self-sufficient, or commercial 
agriculture. Further investigation of the socio-economic trends in the region during the 
late 19th century, as well as comparative analysis with neighboring areas more commonly 
associated with agriculture, may aid in determining the correct interpretation of this site. 

The Harry Hampton Ballard Farmstead, a 7.9-acre farm overlooking the New River in the 
Richmond District of Raleigh County, is a former farm in the national river dating from 
the late 19th century. The farmstead retains its original farm structures in a highly 
unaltered state, and a significant portion of its original field and pasture configuration is 
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intact. Additional research and documentation is necessary before the Ballard Farmstead 
can be evaluated for its eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
The farm, like the Trump-Lilly Farmstead, could be one of the few remaining southern 
West Virginia farmsteads that have not been adapted to modem farming. 

RECREATION/STATE PARKS 

Civilian Conservation Corps Camps SP-3 (Camp Beaver) and SP-6 (Camp Lee) were 
located in Babcock State Park and carried out considerable development projects in that 
park as well as nearby Hawks Nest State Park. Technical supervision of these two CCC 
camps was given to the National Park Service in cooperation with the West Virginia 
Conservation Commission, Division of State Parks. Some materials relative to the activities 
of the two camps may be found in Record Group 35, Records of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, and Record Group 79, Records of the National Park Service, at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. However, further research is needed concerning the 
composition, contributions, and activities of these two camps. CCC Camp P-66 (Camp 
Raleigh) was located on private land at Shady Springs in Raleigh County and carried out 
a series of development projects in Grandview State Park. Technical supervision of this 
camp was provided by the U.S. Forest Service in cooperation with the Division of Forestry 
of the West Virginia Conservation Commission. Materials relating to its activities may be 
found in Record Group 35 and Record Group 95, Records of the U.S. Forest Service, at the 
National Archives. Some years ago, however, numerous CCC camp records in Record 
Group 95 were destroyed, among them those for Camp P-66. More information is needed 
concerning the activities and contributions of this camp. 

Several topics relating to the recreation/ state parks context merit further research in 
documentary I archival materials. These include the establishment, development, and 
operation of the West Virginia state park system and the historical development of 
Grandview and Babcock state parks. 

The influence of National Park Service design on West Virginia state park development of 
the same period should be examined. The significance of all post-World War II resources 
at Grandview and other West Virginia state parks should be reevaluated as they approach 
an age of fifty years. At the present time, it appears that they should be evaluated in the 
context of pre-World War II designs implemented in the post-World War II era for their 
possible relationship to Mission 66 work completed in national parks during the same 
period. 
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EPILOGUE 

Thls study has developed five hlstoric contexts that cover most of the hlstoric properties in 
New River Gorge National River. The five contexts include: (1) coal industry; (2) railroad 
industry; (3) lumber industry; (4) Euro-American settlement/ agriculture; and (5) 
recreation/ state parks. Each of the historic contexts includes delineation of an evaluation 
process whereby the criteria for identifying the significance and integrity of hlstoric 
properties are developed for use in preparation of Determination of Eligibility and 
National Register of Historic Places nominations. 

Beyond the level of defining property types and establishing criteria to determine 
significance and integrity of hlstoric properties withln each of the historic contexts, the 
position of a property within local and regional socio-economic networks should be 
considered in evaluating its significance. The coal, railroad, and lumber industries in New 
River Gorge, for instance, were interconnected in many ways. The coming of the C & 0 
Railroad to the New River Gorge opened its pristine beauty, mineral wealth, and vast 
timber resources to broad human access, development, and exploitation. Many of the 
initial logging operations were geared toward the needs of the coal industry, and the 
railroad became a major consumer of coal to power its steam locomotives as it transported 
ever-increasing quantities of coal and lumber products to markets in major cities on the 
eastern seaboard. Some mining facilities produced coal for transportation and sale to 
coking operations that used wood, in part, to ignite their ovens, the resulting coke being 
transported to eastern markets by railroads. Thus, a number of historic properties in the 
national river are associated with more than one historic context, thus enhancing their 
significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the National Register. 
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on coal mining in the New River coal field and New River Gorge included those by 
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Athey, Bragg, Craigo, the Fayette Journal, Lane and Schnepf, Nuttall, Peters and Carden, 
and Robinson. 

Periodicals 

Athey, Louis L., with assistance of Geoffry B. Skaggs. '"A Kind of Pittsburgh': Beehive 
Coke Making in the New River Gorge." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1982, pp. 
161-67. 

Bragg, Melody E. "Glen Jean: Echo of an Empire." Goldenseal, XIV (Winter 1988), pp. 9-16. 

Cox, William E. '"McKendree No. 2: The Story of West Virginia's Miners Hospitals.'' 
Goldenseal, VII (Fall 1981), pp. 36-40. 

Eller, Ronald D. "The Coal Barons of the Appalachian South, 1880-1930." Appalachian 
Journal, IV (Spring-Summer 1977), pp. 195-207. 

Hamill, R.H. "Design of Buildings in Mining Towns." Coal Age, XI (June 16, 1917), pp. 
1045-48. 

Hammond, M.B. "The Coal Commission Reports and the Coal Situation." The Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, XXXVIII (August 1924), pp. 550-66. 

Hill, R.T. "Line Villages in Southern West Virginia: Examples in the New River Gorge." 
Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1985, pp. 121-29. 

Huebner, AF. "Houses for Mine Villages." Coal Age, XII (October 27, 1917), pp. 717-20. 

Lane, Ron, and Schnepf, Ted. "The Saga of Sewall: Case Study of A Ghost Town in the 
New River Gorge." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1983, pp. 89-106. 

McLean, Lois C. "Labor History in the New River Coalfield.'' Proceedings, New River 
Symposium, 1982, pp. 176-84. 

"Mabel Gwinn, New River Nurse: Interview by Paul J. Nyden.'' Goldenseal, VII (Fall 1981), 
pp. 30-35. 

Meissner, C.R., Jr., Englund, K.J., and Mory, P.C. "Coal Resources of the New River Gorge, 
West Virginia.'' Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1982, pp. 146-55. 

Munn, Robert F. "The Development of Model Towns in the Bituminous Coal Fields." West 
Virginia History, XL (1978-79), pp. 242-53. 

Shuff, Murray. "Life on the New River ... Fifty Years Ago.'' Proceedings, New River 
Symposium, 1984, pp. 15-32. 

Simmons, Charles W., Rankin, John R., and Carter, U.G. "Negro Coal Miners in West 
Virginia.'' Midwest Journal, VI (Spring 1954), pp. 60-69. 
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The works by Eller, Hammond, and Simmons, Rankin, and Carter were useful in 
understanding the historical development of the coal industry in West Virginia and the 
South, while those by Hill, Hamill, Huebner, and Munn provided data on coal towns and 
their architecture. The works by Athey, Bragg, Cox, Lane and Schnepf, McLean, Meissner, 
and Shuff provided site-specific information on coal towns and mining operations in New 
River Gorge. 

Technical Studies 

American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers. The Low-Volatile Coal Field of 
Southern West Virginia, by Howard N. Eavenson. New York, 1931. 

Hennen, Ray V., and Teets, D.D., Jr. West Virginia Geological Survey, Fayette County. 
Wheeling, West Virginia, Wheeling News Litho. Co., 1919. 

Historic American Engineering Record. Kay Moor Coal Mine-1900, Fayetteville Vicinity, West 
Virginia, HAER No. WV-38. 1986. 

___ . Nuttallburg Mine Complex, 1873. HAER No. WV-51, by Lee R. Maddex. Draft, 
1992. 

Institute for History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology, West Virginia University. 
"Historical Context for the Coal Heritage Survey," by Michael E. Workman, et al. 
Draft, June 19, 1991. 

Keystone Consolidated Publishing Co. The Coal Catalog Combined With Coal Field Directory 
for the Year 1920. Pittsburgh, 1920. 

Krebs, Charles E., and Teets, D.D., Jr. West Virginia Geological Survey, Raleigh County and the 
Western Portions of Mercer and Summers Counties. Wheeling, West Virginia, Wheeling 
News Litho. Co., 1916. 

Paul D. Marshall and Associates, Inc. A Cultural Research Project: The New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia. 3 vols. Charleston, West Virginia, 1981. 

U.S. Department of the Interior. Bureau of Mines. Coal Reserve Study, New River Gorge, West 
Virginia, by Peter C. Mory, Alice V. Brocoum, and Armond H. Beers, 1977. 

___ _ __ . Houses for Mining Towns, Bulletin 87, by Joseph H. White. Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1914. 

___ . National Park Service. Historic Resource Study, Kay Moor, New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia, by Sharon A. Brown. July 1990. 

_______ .. Historic Structure Report, Bank of Glen Jean, New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia, by Norma Camarena and Sharon A. Brown. October 1990. 
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________ .Mid-Atlantic Regional Office. Coal Fields, Communities and Change, 
Status of Planning: Study of Coal Mining Heritage and Related Resources in Southern West 
Virginia. 1991. 

_______ .. National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form, 
"Bank of Glen Jean," prepared by James C. Blankenship III and Michael J. Pauley. 
December 15, 1982. 

______ . National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form, 
"Prince Brothers General Store," prepared by William E. Cox and Rodney S. Collins. 
January 29, 1986. 

_______ . National Register of Historic Places - Registration Form, "Kay Moor; 
Kay Moor No. 1 Coal Mine," prepared by Sharon A. Brown. November 8, 1990. 

West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey. Coal and Mining in West Virginia, Coal­
Geology Bulletin No. 2, by James A. Barlow. Morgantown, West Virginia, February 
1974. 

West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. Coal Heritage Survey, Southern West 
Virginia Reconnaissance Study of Sites Related to the History of Coal Mining, Phase I, Final 
Report, Boone, Mingo, Wyoming, McDowell, and Logan Counties, by Cindy Dobson, Stacy 
Stone, and Kim Valente. November 8, 1991. 

___ .Coal Industry and Labor, History (Coal) Context (Draft), by Michael J. Pauley. Janu­
ary 6, 1989. 

The principal studies used in preparation of the coal industry context were those by the 
Institute for History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology, Paul D. Marshall and 
Associates, and the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. 

Theses and Dissertations 

Anson, Charles Phillips. "A History of the Labor Movement in West Virginia." Un­
published Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1940. 

Gillenwater, Mack Henry. "Cultural and Historical Geography of Mining Settlements in 
the Pocahontas Coal Field of Southern West Virginia, 1880-1930." Unpublished Ph.D. 
dissertation, University of Tennessee, 1972. 

Merrill, William McKinley. "Economics of the Southern Smokeless Coals." Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation, University of Illinois, 1950. 

Posey, Thomas Edward. "The Labor Movement in West Virginia, 1900-1948." Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1948 .. 
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Simon, Richard Mark. "The Development of Underdevelopment: The Coal Industry and its 
Effect on the West Virginia Economy, 1880-1930." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, 
University of Pittsburgh, 1978. 

Thomas, Jerry Bruce. "Coal Country: The Rise of the Southern Smokeless Coal Industry 
and its Effect on Area Development, 1872-1910." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, 
University of North Carolina, 1971. 

The works by Merrill, Simon, and Thomas were useful in understanding the historical 
development of the coal industry and its economic impact on southern West Virginia, 
while that by Gillenwater provided invaluable insights into the demographic 
characteristics of southern West Virginia coal towns. The works by Anson and Posey 
provide useful data on the history of the labor movement in West Virginia. 

Congressional Documents 

U.S. Congress. Senate. Committee on Immigration. Reports of the Immigration Commission, 
Immigrants in Industries, Part 1: Bituminous Coal Mining. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., S. Doc. 
633, 1911. 

___ _ ___ . Committee on Mines and Mining. Report of the Unites States Coal 
Commission. 68th Cong., 2d Sess., S. Doc. 195, Part 1, 1925. 

______ . ___ . Report of the United States Coal Commission. 68th Cong., 2d 
Sess., S. Doc. 195, Part 3, 1925. 

These documents provided some insights into the condition of the coal mining industry 
during the first two decades of the 20th century and its economic impact on various areas 
of the United States including southern West Virginia. 

RAILROAD INDUSTRY 

Collections 

Glen Jean, West Virginia. New River Gorge National River. Historical Files. 

Morgantown, West Virginia. West Virginia University, Colson Hall. West Virginia Collection. 

The West Virginia Collection, perhaps the most comprehensive collection of primary and 
secondary materials relating to West Virginia history, contains numerous entries on railroad 
operation in the state, as well as the New River George region. The historical files at New 
River Gorge contain copies of a variety of newspapers and periodical articles and other works 
relating to railroading, railway towns and sites, and railroad-related issues in the gorge. 
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Interviews 

Interview of Rev. Steward H. Frazier by Paul J. Nyden, November 12, 1980. New River Gorge 
National River Oral History, Vols. 20-22, Tape 22, pp. 23-24 

This interview provides historical data relating to railroading in New River Gorge with 
particular attention 

to Thurmond and Southside Junction. 

Books 

Ambler, Charles H. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice­
Hall, 1940. 

Bragg, Melody. Window to the Past. Glen Jean, West Virginia, Gem Publications, 1990. 

Dictionary of American History. Rev. ed. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1976. 

Dixon, Thomas W., Jr. Chesapeake & Ohio Standard Structures. Clifton Forge, Virginia, The 
Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society, Inc., 1991. 

____ .Chesapeake & Ohio: Superpower to Diesels. Newton, New Jersey, Cartens Publications 
, Inc., 1984. 

Dorin, Patrick C. The Chesapeake and Ohio Railway: George Washington's Railroad. Seattle, 
Superior Publishing Company, 1981. 

Fayette Journal, Special Edition, Historical, Industrial, November 2, 1911. 

Gallagher, P. E. Map and Directory of the New River Coal Field, Fayette and Raleigh Counties, West 
Virginia. Norfolk, Virginia, Tidewater Publishing Company, 1906. 

Huddleston, Eugene L. Riding that New River Train: The Story of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
through the New River Gorge of West Virginia. Alderson, West Virginia, The Chesapeake & 
Ohio Historical Society, Inc., 1989. 

Lambie, Joseph T. From Mine to Market: The History of Coal Transportation on the Norfolk and 
Western Railway. New York, New York University Press, 1954. 

Lane, Ron, and Schnepf, Ted. Sewell: A New River Community. N. P., Eastern National Parks 
and Monuments Association, 1985. 

Nelson, James Poyntz. The Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Richmond, Virginia, Lewis Printing 
Co., Inc., 1927. 

Peters, J. T., and Carden, H. B. History of Fayette County, West Virginia. Charleston, West 
Virginia, Jarrett Printing Company, 1926. 
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Rice, Otis K. West Virginia: A History. Lexington, University Press of Kentucky, 1985. 

____ . West Virginia: The State and Its People. Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing 
Company, 1972. 

Robinson, Neil. The Kanawha and New River Coal Fields of West Virginia, U. S. A. Charleston, 
West Virginia, 1904. 

Sullivan, Charles Kenneth. Coal Men and Coal Towns: Development of the Smokeless Coalfields of 
Southern West Virginia, 1873-1923. New York and London, Garland Publishing, Inc., 1989. 

Tams, W. P., Jr. The Smokeless Coal Fields of West Virginia: A Brief History. Morgantown, West 
Virginia, West Virginia University Library, 1963. 

Turner, Charles W. Chessie's Road. Richmond, Virginia, Garrett & Massie, Inc., 1956. 

----· Chessie's Road. 2nd ed. with additions by Thomas W. Dixon, Jr., and Eugene L. 
Huddleston. Alderson, West Virginia, The Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society, Inc., 
1986. 

The works by Dixon, Huddleston, Nelson, Dorin, and Turner were useful in gaining an 
understanding of the historical development and operation of the C & 0 Railroad in its 
national, state, and local contexts. Sections in the books by Ambler and Rice provide a 
historical framework for the growth and development of the railroad industry in West 
Virginia, while those by Bragg, Peters and Carden, Sullivan, and Tams contain insights 
relative to the construction and operation of railways in southern West Virginia and the New 
River Gorge Region. The volume by Lambie provides a thorough history of the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad as well as an analytic overview of the relationship between the railroad and 
coal industries. The book by Huddleston contains valuable information on the construction 
and operation of the Chesapeake and Ohio through the New River Gorge region. 

Periodicals 

Bias, Charles. "Building the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad through the New River Region." 
Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1982. 

____ .. "The Completion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad to the Ohio River, 1869-
1873." West Virginia History, XL (Summer 1979), pp. 393-403. 

Brown, Leona G. "Quinnimont: Going Back to a New River Town." Goldenseal, XVI (Fall 
1990), pp. 23-29. 

Earnest, Dale S. "Thurmond, WV - My Boyhood Home Town." Proceedings, New River 
Symposium, 1986, pp. 77-85. 

Henderson, Catherine L. "Thurmond." Wonderful West Virginia, LII (December 1988), pp. 26-31. 
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Marshall, Paul D. "Hinton Historical District." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1984, pp. 85-
90. 

Richmond, Larry S." Thurmond Revisited." Wonderful West Virginia, LIV (June 1990), pp. 20-
23. 

Simmons, Charles W., Rankin, John R. and Carter, U. G. "Negro Coal Miners In West 
Virginia." Midwest Journal, VI (Spring 1954), pp. 60-69. 

"What Makes C & 0 Grow?" Tracks, XL! (April 1956), p. 6. 

Witschey, Walter Robert Thurmond. "Smokin' Guns and Smokeless Coal, Thurmond, West 
Virginia, New River Boom Town." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1983, pp. 9-13. 

The articles by Bias provide useful data concerning construction of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad, while those by Brown, Earnest, Henderson, Marshall, Richmond, and Witschey 
discussed the impact of the C & 0 on various communities in the New River Gorge region. 

Technical Studies 

Hennen, Ray V., and Teets, D. D., Jr. West Virginia Geological Survey, Fayette County. Wheeling, 
West Virginia, Wheeling News Litho. Co., 1919. 

Historic American Engineering Record. Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad: Thurmond Yards, HAER 
No. WV-42, by Billy Joe Peyton. 1988. 

Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology, West Vrrginia University. 
New River Gorge National River, Thurmond Passenger Depot and Offices, Historic Structure Report, 
by Billy Joe Peyton, et al. August 1991. 

Paul D. Marshall & Associates, Inc. A Cultural Research Project: The New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia. 3 vols. Charleston, West Virginia, 1981. 

___ . Hinton Historic & Architectural Survey. Charleston, West Virginia, September 30,1983. 

Reger, David B., and Price, Paul H. West Virginia Geological Survey: Mercer, Monroe, and 
Summers Counties. Wheeling, West Virginia, Wheeling News Litho. Co., 1926. 

U.S. Department of the Interior. National Park Service. Development Concept Plan /Interpretive 
Prospectus, Thurmond, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. September 1992. 

___ ____ .. Historic Structure Report, Thurmond Commercial Buildings, New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia, by Sally Small, Louis Torres, and Larry Reynolds, August 
1992. 
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___ . National Register of Historic Places Inventory - Nomination Form, 
"Hinton Historic District," prepared by Paul D. Marshall. September 30, 1983 .. 
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______ .National Register of Historic Places- Nomination Form, "Prince Brothers 
General Store," prepared by William E. Cox and Rodney S. Collins. January 29, 1986. 

______ . National Register of Historic Places - Nomination Form, "Thurmond 
Historic District," prepared by R. Eugene Harper. September 15, 1983. 

The studies by the Historic American Engineering Record, Institute for the History of 
Technology and Industrial Archaeology, and Paul D. Marshall & Associates provide a 
historical overview of the railroad 
industry and its impact on the New River Gorge region. The National Register nomination 
forms provide site specific data on the railroad towns of Thurmond and Hinton. 

Dissertations 

Thomas, Jerry Bruce. "Coal Country: The Rise of the Southern Smokeless Coal Industry and 
its Effect on Area Development, 1872- 1910." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University 
of North Carolina, 1971. 

This work provides useful historical perspective on the development of railroads in southern 
West Virginia and their relationship to the coal industry. 

LUMBER INDUSTRY 

Collections 

Glen Jean, West Virginia. New River Gorge National River. Historical files. 

The historical files at New River Gorge contain copies of a variety of newspaper and 
periodical articles and 

other works relating to timber cutting, lumber camps and towns, and lumber-related issues 
in the gorge. 

Books 

Ambler, Charles H. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice­
Hall, 1940. 

____ __, and Summers, Festus P. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, 
New Jersey, Prentice-Hall, 1958. 

Braun, E. Lucy. Deciduous Forests of Eastern North America. Philadelphia, Toronto, The 
Blakiston Company, 1950. 

Clarkson, Roy B. Tumult in the Mountains: Lumbering in West Virginia, 1770-1920. Parsons, West 
Virginia, McClain Printing Company, 1964. 
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Cox, William E. Life on the New River: A Pictorial History of the New River Gorge. N. P., Eastern 
National Parks and Monuments Association, 1984. 

Defebaugh, James Eiliott. History of the Lumber Industry of America. 2 vols. Chicago, The 
American Lumberman, 1906. 

Dictionary of American History. Rev. ed. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1976. 

Ei1er, Ronald D. Miners, Millhands, and Mountaineers: Industrialization of the Appalachian South, 
1880-1930. Knoxville, University of Tennessee Press, 1982. 

Encyclopedia of American Forest and Conservation History. 2 vols. New York and London, 
Macmillan Publishing Company and Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1983. 

Fayette Journal, Special Edition, Historical, Industrial, November 2, 1911. 

Garvin, J. B. comp. West Virginia Agricultural Resources and Possibilities. Charleston, West 
Virginia, The Tribune Printing Co., 1907. 

Huddleston, Eugene L. Riding That New River Train: The Story of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
Through the New River Gorge of West Virginia. Alderson, West Virginia, The Chesapeake 
& Ohio Historical Society, Inc., 1989. 

Lane, Ron, and Schnepf, Ted. Sewall: A New River Community. N. P., Eastern National Parks 
and Monuments Association, 1985. 

Lewis, Virgil A. comp. West Virginia: Its History, Natural Resources, Industrial Enterprises and 
Institutions. Charleston, West Virginia Commission of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
1904. 

Maury, M. F., and Fontaine, William M. Resources of West Virginia. Wheeling, West Virginia, 
The Register Company, Printers, 1876. 

Miller, James H. History of Summers County: From the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time. 
Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing Company, 1908. 

Peters, J. T., and Carden, H.B. History of Fayette County, West Virginia. Charleston, West 
Virginia, Jarrett Printing Company, 1926. 

Rice, Otis K. West Virginia: A History. Lexington, University Press of Kentucky, 1985. 

____ . West Virginia: The State and Its People. Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing 
Company, 1972. 

The most definitive work on the West Virginia lumber industry is that by Clarkson, a 
recognized authority in his field. Other works that provided useful data concerning the 
growth and development of the West Virginia lumber industry were those by Ambler, 
Ambler and Summers, Eller, Garvin, Lewis, Maury and Fontaine, and Rice. Books that offered 
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helpful documentary information on lumbering operations in the gorge and adjacent area 
include those by Cox, Lane, Miller, and Peters and Carden. 

Periodicals 

Long, Roy, and Huddleston, Eugene L. "New River Crossings at Glade, West Virginia." 
Chesapeake and Ohio Historical Magazine, XXJV (May 1992), pp. 3-11. 

This article offered useful insights concerning lumber operations at Glade in New River 
Gorge. 

Technical Studies 

Brooks, A. B. West Virginia Geological Survey: Volume Five, Forestry and Wood Industries. 
Morgantown, West Virginia, Acme Publishing Company, 1910. 

Paul D. Marshall & Associates, Inc. A Cultural Research Project: The New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia. 3 vols. Charleston, West Virginia, 1981. 

U.S. Department of the Interior. National Park Service. Development Concept Plan/Environmental 

Assessment/Interpretive Prospectus, Grandview, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. 
(Draft), January 1993. 

West Virginia University. Agricultural Experiment Station, College of Agriculture, Forestry, 
and Home Economics. Primary Wood Industries of West Virginia, Bulletin 461, by W. H. 
Reid, W.W. Christensen, A. W. Goodspeed, and N. D. Jackson. June 1961. 

The study by Brooks, written during the heyday of the West Virginia lumber industry, 
provides considerable information on the status of the West Virginia lumber industry during 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The study by Marshall & Associates was most helpful 
in understanding the growth and development of the lumber industry in the gorge. 

Dissertations 

Anson, Charles Phillips. "A History of the Labor Movement in West Virginia." Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1940. 

This dissertation provided useful data on the development of the West Virginia lumber 
industry. 
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EURO-AMERICAN SETTLEMENT/AGRICULTURE HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Collections 

Glen Jean, West Virginia. New River Gorge National River. Historical Files. 

Morgantown, West Virginia. West Virginia University, Colson Hall. West Virginia Collection. 

The West Virginia Collection, perhaps the most comprehensive collection of primary and 
secondary materials relating to West Virginia history, contains numerous entries on Euro­
American settlement and agriculture in the state as well as the New River Gorge region. 

Books 

Ambler, Charles H. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice­
Hall, 1940. 

--~ and Summers, Festus P. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey, Prentice-Hall, 1958. 

Blumenson, John J.-G. Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms, 
1600-1945. Nashville, American Association for State and Local History, 1981. 

Campbell, John C. The Southern Highlander and His Homeland. New York, Russell Sage 
Foundation, 1921. 

Cavalier, John. Panorama of Fayette County. Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing 
Company, 1985. 

Corbin, David Alan. Life, Work, and Rebellion in the Coal Fields: The Southern West Virginia 
Miners, 1880-1922. Urbana, Chicago, and London, University of Illinois Press, 1981. 

Cunningham, Rodger. Apples on the Flood: The Southern Mountain Experience. Knoxville, 
University of Tennessee Press, 1987. 

Debar, J. H. Diss. West Virginia Hand-Book and Immigrants Guide. Parkersburg, West Virginia, 
Gibbens Bros., 1870. 

Dictionary of American History. Rev. ed. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1976. 

Donnelly, C. Shirley. Historical Notes on Fayette County, West Virginia. [Fayetteville, privately 
printed, 1958]. 

Eller, Ronald D. Miners, Millhands, and Mountaineers: Industrialization of the Appalachian South, 
1880-1930. Knoxville, University of Tennessee Press, 1982. 

Garvin, J. B. comp. West Virginia Agricultural Resources and Possibilities. Charleston, West 
Virginia, The Tribune Printing Co., 1907. 
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Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture Historic context 

Hedrick, Charles B. Memoirs of Raleigh County. Beckley, West Virginia, Wood Printing 
Company, 1932. 

Holliday, Robert Kelvin. A Portrait of Fayette County. Oak Hill, West Virginia, The Fayette 
Tribune, Inc., 1960. 

Johnson, Patricia Givens. The New River Early Settlement. Pulaski, Virginia, Edmonds Printing, 
Inc., 1983. 

Johnston, David E. A History of Middle New River Settlements and Contiguous Territory. Radford, 
Virginia, Commonwealth Press, Inc., 1906. 

Lewis, Virgil A. comp. West Virginia: Its History, Natural Resources, Industrial Enterprises and 
Institutions. Charleston, West Virginia Commission of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
1904. 

Lively, Lester. History of Summers County. N.P., [1963]. 

Lovingood, Paul E., Jr., and Reiman, Robert E. Emerging Patterns In the Southern Highlands: A 
Reference Atlas. Produced by the Appalachian Consortium, Inc., in cooperation with 
Appalachian State University, University of South Carolina, and Tennessee Valley 
Authority, 1982. Vol. I. 

McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1991. 

Maury, M. F., and Fontaine, William M. Resources of West Virginia. Wheeling, West Virginia, 
The Register Company, Printers, 1876. 

Miller, James H. History of Summers County: From the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time. 
Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing Company, 1908. 

Noble, Allen G. Wood, Brick, and Stone: The North American Settlement Landscape. Amherst, 
University of Massachusetts Press, 1984. 

North, E. Lee. The 55 West Virginias: A Guide to the State's Counties. Morgantown, West 
Virginia, West Virginia University Press, 1985. 

Peters, J. T., and Carden, H. B. History of Fayette County, West Virginia. Charleston, West 
Virginia, Jarrett Printing Company, 1926. 

Rapaport, Amos. House Farm and Culture. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
1969. 

Rice, Otis K. The Allegheny Frontier: West Virginia Beginnings, 1730-1830. Lexington, University 
Press of Kentucky, 1970. 

___ . West Virginia: A History. Lexington, University Press of Kentucky, 1985. 
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___ . West Virginia: The State and Its People. Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing 
Company, 1979. 

Rifkind, Carole. A Field Guide to American Architecture. New York, New American Library 
Books, 1980. 

Roller, David C., and Twyman, Robert W. eds. The Encyclopedia of Southern History. Baton 
Rouge and London, Louisiana State University Press, 1979. 

Shapiro, Henry D. Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and Mountaineers in the 
American Consciousness: 1870-1920. Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1978. 

Sullivan, Charles Kenneth. Coal Men and Coal Towns: Development of the Smokeless Coalfields of 
Southern West Virginia, 1873-1923. New York and London, Garland Publishing, Inc., 1989. 

Summit County Historical Society. The History of Summers County, West Virginia, 1984. Salem, 
West Virginia, Don Mills Inc., 1984. 

Thurmond, Walter R., "The Town of Thurmond," in Walter Robert Thurmond Witschey, The 
Thurrnonds of Virginia. Richmond, Gatewood Company, 1978. 

Washington, Momoe. Raleigh's Rich Resources. Beckley, Beckley Newspapers Corporation, 
1955. 

Wells, Camille. Perspectives In Vernacular Architecture. Vol. IL Columbia, University of Missouri 
Press, 1986. 

Whisnant, David. All That ls Native & Fine: The Politics of Culture in an American Region. Chapel 
Hill and London, University of North Carolina Press, 1983. 

Williams, John Alexander. West Virginia: A History. New York, London, and Nashville, W.W. 
Norton & Company and American Association for State and Local History, 1976. 

Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration. comp. West Virginia: A Guide to the Mountain 
State. New York, Oxford University Press, 1941. 

The books by Ambler, Ambler and Summers, Debar, Garvin, Lewis, Maury and Fontaine, 
Rice, Williams, and the Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration provide useful 
information on the growth and development of Euro-American settlement/ agriculture in West 
Virginia. Those by Eller, Corbin, Lovingood and Reiman, and Sullivan offer valuable data on 
settlement and agricultural practices and patterns in southern West Virginia and the 
Appalachian region. The most important works that have useful information for this context 
in the New River Gorge region are those by Donnelly, Johnson, Johnston, Miller, and Peters 
and Carden. The books by Cunningham, Campbell, Shapiro, and Whisnant provide helpful 
contextual data on Appalachian cultural experiences and the "mountaineer" stereotype in the 
American consciousness. Books that include valuable data on farm-related vernacular 
architecture, such as that found in southern West Virginia, include those by Blumenson, 
McAlester, Noble, Rapaport, Rifkind, and Wells. 

212 

I 

,J 
I 
I 

I' 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 



I 
._ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Euro-American Settlement/Agriculture Historic context 

Periodicals 

"A Daughter Remembers, From an Interview by William E. Cox." Goldenseal, X (Spring 1984), 
pp. 17-21. 

Athey, Lou. "Social Change in Preindustrial Fayette County, West Virginia, 1860-1870." 
Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1992, pp. 71-81. 

Brown, Leona G. "Round Bottom: Home of the New River Gwinns." Goldenseal, X (Spring 
1984), pp. 16-17. 

Donnelly, Shirley. "Early Settlers and Settlements in Fayette County." West Virginia History, 
X (January 1949), pp. 125-35. 

Gillenwater, Mack H. "A Geographical Analysis of the Demographic Changes in the New 
River Basin, 1900- 1980." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1983, pp. 203-17. 

Hauser, Alan J. "Changing Patterns in Agriculture and Their Impact On the People of 
Appalachia." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1987, pp. 175-88. 

Hill, R. T. "Line Villages in Southern West Virginia: Examples in the New River Gorge." 
Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1985, pp. 121-29. 

Hudson, Karen. "Architecture and Personal Expression in Southern West Virginia." Folklike 
Center News, XIV (Spring 1992), pp. 3-7. 

McLean, Louis C. "Irish Mountain: The Story of a West Virginia Immigrant Community." 
Goldenseal, XVII (Spring 1991), pp. 47-56. 

Nicely, John, "The Trump-Lilly Farm." Proceedings, New River Symposium, 1993, pp. 140-50. 

Schultz, LeRoy G. "Log Barns of West Virginia." Goldenseal. IX (Spring 1983) pp. 4-45. 

___ . "The Barns of West Virginia." Goldenseal, IV (April-September, 1978), pp. 51-56. 

___ . "West Virginia Cribs and Granaries." Goldenseal, IX (Winter 1983), pp. 47-54. 

Solecki, R. S. "An Archaeological Survey of Two River Basins in West Virginia." West Virginia 
History, X (1948), pp. 338-44. 

The most useful articles for understanding settlement patterns and agricultural practices in 
the New River Gorge area are those by Athey, Brown, Donnelly, Gillenwater, Hill, Hudson, 
McLean, and Nicely, while those by Hauser and Solecki offer insights on these topics from 
a state and Appalachian regional perspective. 
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Theses and Dissertations 

Bailey, Kenneth Ellis. "Some Changes In West Virginia Farming Between 1929 and 1959." 
Unpublished M.A. thesis, West Virginia University, 1964. 

Thomas, Jerry Bruce. "Coal County: The Rise of 'the Southern Smokeless Coal Industry and 
its Effect on Area Development, 1872-1910." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University 
of North Carolina, 1971. 

Witzel, William Thomas. "The Resources and Industries of the New River Drainage Basin in 
West Virginia." Unpublished M.S. thesis, University of Tennessee, 1957. 

The thesis by Witzel provided an overview of settlement and agricultural production in the 
New River region during the mid-1950s, while that by Bailey offered a descriptive analysis 
of West Virginia agricultural trends 
from the beginning of the Great Depression to the late 1950s. The dissertation by Thomas 
discusses the impact of industrialization on southern West Virginia agricultural patterns and 
practices. 

Technical Studies 

Hennen, Ray V., and Teets, D. D., Jr. West Virginia Geological Suroey, Fayette County. Wheeling, 
West Virginia, Wheeling News Litho. Co., 1919. 

Hudson, Karen E. Final Report, New River Gorge Folklike Project, Cultural Landscape Windshield 
Suroey. Submitted to American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., 
March 1992. 

Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology, West Virginia University. 
"The Trump-Lilly Farm: Historic Structures & Cultural Landscape Report," Technical 
Report No. 7. Draft, April 26, 1993. 

Krebs, Charles E., and Teets, D, D., Jr. West Virginia Geological Suroey, Raleigh County and the 
Western Portions of Mercer and Summers Counties. Wheeling, West Virginia, Wheeling News 
Litho. Co., 1916. 

Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. Archaeological Testing For Boardwalk and Bridge Improvements at 
Sandstone Falls, New River Gorge National River, Raleigh County, West Virginia. June 1989. 

____ . Historical and Archaeological Investigations, Canyon Rim Visitor Center Improvement 
Project, New River Gorge National River, Fayette County, West Virginia. September 1990. 

Paul D. Marshall & Associates, Inc. A Cultural Research Project: The New River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia. 3 vols. Charleston, West Virginia, 1981. 

Reger, David B., and Price, Paul H. West Virginia Geological Suroey: Mercer, Monroe, and 
Summers Counties. Wheeling, West Virginia, Wheeling News Litho, Co., 1926. 
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Recreation/State Parks 

Rice, Otis R. "History of the New River Gorge Area." Typescript. Montgomery, West Virginia 
Institute of Technology, [1986]. (Copy in Historical files, NERI). 

Scott, Shirley Claymore. "New River Crossings, Then and Now: Ferries and Bridges From the 
Narrows to Kanawha Falls." ca. 1986. (Copy in Historical files, NERI). 

U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. United States Census of Agriculture: 1925, 
West Virginia Statistics by Counties. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1928. 

U.S. Department of the Interior. National Park Service. National Register of Historic Places 
- Registration Form, "Trump-Lilly Farmstead," prepared by Leigh McGowan. January 
31, 1990. 

West Virginia. Department of Agriculture. West Virginia Agriculture. Charleston, West 
Virginia, 1928. 

West Virginia University. Agricultural Experiment Station. College of Agriculture, Forestry, 
and Economics. Agricultural Changes In West Virginia, 1940-1950-1959, Current Report 38. 
May 1963. 

The county surveys by the West Virginia Geological Survey are useful for understanding the 
status of agriculture in the three-county area (Fayette, Raleigh, Summers) in which New River 
Gorge National River is located during the post-World War I period. The draft study by the 
Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology provides significant 
information on the Trump-Lilly Farm as well as contextual data on self-sufficient, subsistence 
farming in the upland areas of the New River Gorge area. The studies by Marshall and Rice 
were most helpful in understanding settlement and agricultural development in New River 
Gorge National River and its surrounding region. 

RECREATION/STATE PARKS 

Manuscripts/Collections 

Charleston, West Virginia. West Virginia, Education and the Arts Department, Division of 
Culture and History, State Historic Preservation Office. 

Glen Jean, West Virginia. New River Gorge National River. Historical Files. 

Washington, D.C. National Archives and Records Administration. Record Group 35, Records 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

Entry 4, Monthly Progress Reports, 1933-1942. 
Entry 115, Division of Investigations, Camp Inspection Reports, 1933-1942. 

______ .. Record Group 79, Records of the National Park Service. 

Entry 41, Project Reports on CCC Projects In State and Local Parks, 1933-1937. 
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Entry 65, Memoranda and Correspondence Concerning CCC Camps, 1935-1942. 

______ .Record Group 95, Records of the U.S. Forest Service. 

Entry 144, Records Relating to Civilian Conservation Corps Work, 1933-1942. 

Entry 145, Camp Records, 1933-1942. 

The files in the State Historic Preservation Office provide data on single family seasonal 
hunting and fishing camps in New River Gorge. The historical files at New River Gorge 
National River contain copies of a variety of newspaper and periodical articles and other 
works relating to recreation, state parks, and Civilian Conservation Corps activities in and 
near the NPS unit. The manuscript materials in Records Groups 35, 79, and 95 at the National 
Archives provide considerable data on CCC activities in the New River Gorge region. 

Books 

Ambler, Charles H. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice -
Hall, 1940. 

--~ and Summers, Festus P. West Virginia: The Mountain State. Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey, Prentice - Hall, 1958. 

Burrell, Bob and Davidson, Paul. Wild Water West Virginia: A Peddler's Guide to the White Water 
Rivers of the Mountain State. Hillsborough, North Carolina, Menasha Ridge Press, 1975. 

Eller, Ronald D. Miners, Mil/hands, and Mountaineers: Industrialization of the Appalachian South, 
1880-1930. Knoxville, University of Tennessee Press, 1982. 

Fayette County Chamber of Commerce. History of Fayette County, West Virginia, 1993. 
Marceline, Missouri, Heritage Publishing House, 1993. 

Foresta, Ronald A. America's National Parks and Their Keepers. Washington, Resources for the 
Future, Inc., 1984. 

Huser, Verne. River Running. Chicago, Henry Regnery Company, 1975. 

Jenkinson, Michael. Wild Rivers of North America. New York, E.P. Dutton, 1981. 

McKeever, Kermit. Where People and Nature Meet: A History of the West Virginia State Parks. 
Charleston, West Virginia, Pictorial Histories Publishing Company, 1988. 

Morris, Richard B. ed. Encyclopedia of American History: Bicentennial Edition. New York, 
Hagerstown, San Francisco, and London, Harper & Row, Publishers, 1976. 

Peters, J .T. and Carden, H. B. History of Fayette County, West Virginia. Charleston, West 
Virginia, Jarrett Printing Company, 1926. 
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Recreation/State Parks 

Rathnow, Ron. New River Gorge. Birmingham, Alabama, Menasha Ridge Press, 1987. 

Rice, Otis K. West Virginia: The State and Its People. Parsons, West Virginia, McClain Printing 
Company, 1972. 

Tilden, Freeman. The State Parks: Their Meaning in American Life. New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 
1962. 

Widner, Ralph R. ed. Forests and Forestry in the American States: A Reference Anthology Compiled 
by the National Association of State Foresters. Washington, D.C., 1968. 

Writers' Program. Work Projects Administration. comp. West Virginia: A Guide to the Mountain 
State. New York, Oxford University Press, 1941. 

The most definitive work on the historical development of the West Virginia state park 
system and its individual l!nits is that by McKeever, while the book by Tilden provides 
historical context for the nationwide state parks movement. Foresta's book offers historical 
detail and perspective on the National Park Service and the Civilian Conservation Corps and 
their interrelationship with the national state parks movement. The works by Ambler, Ambler 
and Summers, Rice, and the Writers' Program, Work Projects Administration provide useful 
data on the growth and expansion of recreation and the state park system in West Virginia, 
and that by the Fayette County Chamber of Commerce offers information on several state 
parks in that county that are in or near the national river's authorized boundaries. The books 
by Burrell and Davidson, 

Huser, Jenkinson, and Rathnow provide information on whitewater use of the New River in 
the gorge. The work by Peters and Carden gives insights into traditional recreational activities 
in the New River Gorge region. 

Periodicals 

"A Daughter Remembers," From An Interview by William E. Cox. Goldenseal, X (Spring 1984), 
pp. 17, 19-21. 

Bowers, Robert R. "Glade Creek ... Hallmark of Babcock." West Virginia Conservation, XXIII 
(June 1959), pp. 9-11. 

Carpenter, Charles. "The New River Canyon." West Virginia Review, VII (August 1930), pp. 
352-53, 371. 

Corbett, Marjorie. "Protecting the New River Gorge." National Parks, LVI (March-April 1982), 
PP· 10-11. 

Dragan, K. Christopher. "Whitewater Use of the New River." New River Symposium, 
Proceedings, 1982, pp. 20-22. 

Farley, Yvonne Snyder. "A Good Part of Life,' Remembering the Civilian Conservation 
Corps." Goldenseal, VII (January-March 1981), pp. 42-49. 
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Fearnow, Ted. "Civilian Conservation Corps - Impact on West Virginia's Outdoors." 
Wonderful West Virginia, XU (October 1977), pp. 4-9 

Hersel, George. "Legacy of the CCC." Wonderful West Virginia, XLVII (October 1983), pp. 3-11. 

Hill, Frank. "Big, Wild Country." West Virginia Conservation, September 1965, pp. 8-15. 

___ . "Tourists Haunt Ghost Town, Bandits Cave." West Virginia Conservation, January 
1967, pp. 16-21. 

"Honey in the Rock." West Virginia Conservation, August 1961, pp. 5-7. 

Randolph, Jennings. "The Civilian Conservation Corps: America's Productive Investment." 
Wonderful West Virginia, XLVII (October 1983), pp. 12-13. 

Scott, Shirley C. "Thurmond to Fayette Station: A New River Guide for Boaters and Hikers." 
New River Symposium, Proceedings, 1985, pp. 65-73. 

"The Civilian Conservation Corps and Babcock State Park: Yvonne Snyder Farley Interviews 
Jennings Boley." Goldenseal, VII (January-March 1981), pp. 50-54. 

Articles in Goldenseal and West Virginia Conservation provide useful data on state parks in and 
near the national river, while those by Farley, Fearnow, Hersel, and Randolph offer historical 
perspective on CCC contributions to the West Virginia state park system. The article by 
Carpenter describes the scenic attractions at Grandview before it was established as a state 
park, while the articles by Corbett, Dragan, and 
Scott provide an overview of whitewater rafting and boating opportunities in present-day 
New River Gorge National River. 

Technical Studies 

Annual Reports of the Conservation Commission of West Virginia, 1933-1962. 

Annual Reports of the Department of Natural Resources, State of West Virginia, 1963-1969. 

Brooks, A.B. West Virginia Geological Survey: Volume Five, Forestry and Wood Industries. 
Morgantown, West Virginia, Acme Publishing Company, 1910. 

Civilian Conservation Corps. Pictorial Review, Civilian Conservation Corps, Ohio-West Virginia 
District, Company 1522, SP-6, Clifftop, West Virginia. [1940]. 

Governor's Office of Community and Industrial Development. West Virginia State 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, Calendar 1988-1992. July 1988. 

Harr, Milton. The C.C.C. Camps In West Virginia: A Record of the Civilian Conservation Corps in 
the Mountain State, 1933-1942, N.P., 1992. 
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Recreation/State Parks 

Land and Community Associates. Cultural Landscape Report, Grandview, New River Gorge 
National River, West Virginia. June 1994. 

U.S. Department of the Interior. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. Final Environmental Statement, 
FES 76-42, Proposed New River Gorge National Wild and Scenic River in West Virginia. 1976. 

_____ . New River Gorge Study. 1975. 

___ .. National Park Service. A Study of the Park and Recreation Problem of the United States. 
Washington D.C., Government Printing Office, 1941. 

___ . A Trail Development Plan For the New River Gorge National River, by Peter 
Jensen, Dennis Regan, and Jeffrey L. Marion. March 16, 1992. 

___ _ __ . Appropriate River Recreation Use Study: Ecological Impacts on Recreation Sites at 
New River Gorge National River, West Virginia, Final Report, by David N. Cole and Jeffrey 
L. Marion. September 1987. 

______ . Appropriate River Recreation Use Study: Inventory and Impact Monitoring of River 
Recreation Sites Within the New River Gorge National River, by Jeffrey L. Marion. December 
1990. 

___ . Development Concept Plan/Environmental Assessment, Interpretive Prospectus, 
Grandview, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. (Draft). January 1993 . 

___ ___ .Feasibility Study for Development of a New River Gorge National Parkway, Virginia 
and West Virginia. October 1963. 

______ . General Management Plan, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. 1982. 

______ . Interpretation Program Plan, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia. May 
1989. 

______ .. Management and Development Guidelines ·Far New River Gorge National River, 
West Virginia. November 1988. 

___ ___ .Management and Development Guidelines, New River Gorge National River, West 
Virginia, Reference Material. December 1988. 

___ . National Park Service Rustic Architecture: 1916-1942, by William C. Tweed, 
Laura E. Soulliere, and Henry G. Law. February 1977. 

______ .. Resource Inventory and Analysis, New River Gorge National River Gorge National 
River, West Virginia. July 1989. 

______ .. The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Park Service, 1933-1942: An 
Administrative History, by John L. Paige. 1985. 

______ . Visitor Use Potential in Southern West Virginia. September 1990. 
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______ .The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. Theme XIX, Conservation 
of Natural Resources. 1963. 

___ _ __ .. Office of the Secretary, Division of Information. Natural Resources of West 
Virginia: The Mountain State. Washington D.C., Government Printing Office, 1964. 

West Virginia. Department of Natural Resources. Division of Wildlife Resources. A 
Recreational Use Survey of a Section of the New River Below Bluestone Dam in West Virginia, 
by Bert E. Pierce, Craig W. Shihler, and James E. Reed, Jr. April 1981. 

The best source materials for the year-by-year operation and development of West Virginia's 
state parks are the Annual Reports of the Conservation of West Virginia and the Annual Reports 
of the Department of Natural Resources, State of West Virginia. The study by Brooks provides 
perspective on West Virginia recreation potential and issues in the early 20th century, and 
those by Harr and Paige offer historical context on CCC operations in West Virginia and the 
nation, respectively. The studies by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation provide perspective on the recreation potential of the New River Gorge region 
prior to the national river's establishment, while those by the National Park Service enable 
one to understand the opportunities, issues, and problems associated with recreation 
management in the present-day national river. The study by Tweed, Soulliere, and Law 
provides the most definitive and comprehensive historical context for rustic architecture. The 
study by Land and Community Associates provides a thorough analysis of the establishment, 
historical development, and operation of Grandview State Park with special attention to its 
significant landscape components. 
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(Small-scale landscape features and individual components of a historic property such as the 
Thurmond-Minden Trail, although listed in the tabular summaries, are not identified on the 
maps.) 
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Thurmond Maps Nos.2 and 3 show Thurmond 
west of the commerclal district, 

up the mountain side west of town, 
across the hillside east of town, 
and back down the hill to the commercial district. 
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Thurmond Maps Nos. 2 and 3 show Thurmond 
west of the commercial district, 
up the mountain side west of town, 
across the hillside east of town, 
and back down the hill to the commercial district. 
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for 
most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use 
of our land and water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving 
the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and providing for 
the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The department assesses our energy and mineral 
resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best interests of all our people by 
encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The department also has a major 
responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in island 
territories under U.S. administration. 

Publication services were provided by Mary Ryan, visual information technician, Resource Planning 
Group, Denver Service Center. NPS D-128, August 1996. 
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