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Appendix H

The following are excerpts from The Coal Road: A Survey of Southern West Virginia Mining Tourism
Potential:

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPECIFIC THEMES AND CONTINUING TOURIST ACTIVITY

In addition to elevating the seven mining towns into tourist sites, it is
recommended that the following existing tourism-related activities related to mining
be upgraded and continue to function.

BRAMWELL:

1. Continue with the walking tour of the coal barons‘’ mansions,

2. Promote additional bed-and-breakfast facilities,

3. Explore the feasibility of a railroad tour between Bramwell and Matoaka,

4. Explore the feasibility of utilizing the Coopers Company Store (i.e. gift shop,
restaurant, local archives or depot).

BLUEFIELD:

1. Advertise and promote travel tours into McDowell County and the Pocahontas Coal
Field,

2. Expand and upgrade the Craft Museum and Archives to include mining genealogy,
with information on foreign miners in the southern coal fields.

BECKLEY:

1. Continue operating EBeckley Exhibition Mine at New River Park. Expand the park
to include a typical furnished miner‘s dwelling and a small company store.

Several mining related tourism activities should be considered by the following
towns:

MATEWAN-WILLIAMSON:

1. Explore the feasibility of a railroad tour from Matewan to Red Jacket,

2. Develop a Norfolk and Western Railroad Museum at Williamson,

3. Establish a Matewan Massacre Museum,

4. Upgrade the Urias Hotel to visitor standards with 1920s decor,

5. Establish a Hatfield-McCoy Museum,

6. Develop a 4-wheel-drive vehicle, all terrain vehicle and rail-bike overland
trails following abandoned mining and logging roads.
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GARY-WELCH-COALWOOD :

1. Promote visitations to the large preparation plant near Gary,
2. Establish an European Immigrant and Black Miners Hall of Fame and Museum at
Welch,

3. Develop Coke Oven Exhibit,
4. Establish a Coal Mining Equipment Exhibit in Coalwood.

MADISON:

1. Establish a Modern Coal Mining Equipment Exhibit,
2. Promote tours to contemporary mining sites along State Route 85 to Bolt
Mountain.

OAK HILL:

1. Establish a Southern West Virginia Coal Operators Hall of Fame.

BLUEFIELD:

1. Establish a Baldwin-Felts Detective Museum,
2. Establish a Pocahontas Coal Field Museum.

In addition to the above-mentioned recommendations, the following suggestions should
be considered for adoption:

HIKE-BIKE TRAIL

A trail of this type could connect several towns along low-volume secondary roads.
For example, a tour from Bluefield to Logan, approximately 100 miles, or a 3-to-4
day trip may be feasible. Another trail could proceed from Charleston up Cabin
Creek and through the abandoned Chegsapeake and Ohio Railroad tunnel to Whitesville,
then via Dorothy and similar mining towns to Beckley. A first-hand view of southern
West Virginia’s past and present coal culture would be the result. Overnight
lodging in Bed-and-Breakfast accommodations and in private campgrounds could develop
along these trails.

LIVING MUSEUM MINING TOWN:

A mining town such as Coalwood could be used for this purpose, if the residents
agreed to allow visitors to tour the town, dwellings and facilities. The dwellings
might be opened on pre-arranged schedules.

MINING TOWN LODGING FACILITIES:

A few mining towns may decide to purchase old dwellings and restore them to
visitation standards for overnight occupancy.
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