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'* looklng wut down Warthlngton (Mwln) Sttt"el from th .. Srcond Sttl'''' In 19?-? ntl!to . .a ... w .. lynu'fo , .. t.oiUftuph gHrnp,.. nllht! tOy.rn' ti decllnr 
In thf! hnme-dlate!ly followlns fiiiUtC' o( II ro1ho1Jd to loCotlt' hll"Tt! In thf' "''• fot<"9101,Hld '" Ju111ll.,, . .. c .r • • bfOyOnd" lht> Hotue. formulp tbw S•lnt 
fun cit Houri On the north '!hlp of bHroru 'ron' lu rear) Sovrr-. Stou•, 4utd tht old riht Chu.ch Ua.. belltov.ttr •tllllntlet). A dog n•mJ to 
be ot fhv to"lft'• ruldr.nb fPhotonr4ph: &nte'>tlnv VOJnOuv., ll) 

53 



• • • 
• 

,.IGC)Rr II IS l...ookiAf •• ,,.to--.. "*'hln•lc:m tM•I•l Strut from thf' 'uotond o.-•t lnt•h•etlon c • l'f..tO ("uenv••• thl• \lev. lilo\.1th d,., ot f hfurr It 14 •nd thf' only noth ... bl .. 
ch.ana•' In •I mOt I 1"-f'nty ~ .... ,, ,., .. lhtt 1n .. •II•Hon of tl'"(hh. p(llh ""d thf' COMtrUCtlon ot 1 u"'n~hlv lt•ll ( 1939) Tht: •to rm\- •P~•r•n< f' of 1h~ photogr•ph r•ull'~> thr .,.,., d'"t 
trlorm• u.hl(h ••~h•d th" tov.n ln lht Dirty "JO" t~omut Dl•d. Am•rlun w~'"' Mu,P~mt D'"m.t!"f Colorado} 
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sold his farm for $1000 and Slots in Bogue and then returned 2 months later 
to reopen a livery stable in Nicodemus. 118 But this was clearly the exception. 
The others would never return. Fletcher and the others d~rected their newspa­
per advertising to the Bogue Slgnol until it, too, ceased publication in Novem­
ber I 890. With commerce dwindling, Nicodemus merchants found It difficult 
to compete with retail outlets in Bogue and Hill City and eventually closed their 
businesses. 

(Nicodemus') early gloiJII• gone: the hlgbwaya and 
the railroads all pa•scd it by. and the ston• of some 

of Its lmportanl buUdlnss hu been hauled away. 

Hill City, by comparison, continued to thrive throughout the 1890s. The 
Union Pacific had crossed the Solomon River west of Nicodemus to allow for a 
depot in Hill City, securing the town's place as the commercial and govern­
mental center for the county. In November 1888, as Nicodemus was agonizing 
over its breakup, the population of Hill City had been boosted to almost500. 
By one report the b\1stling community had four newspapers, six general stores, 
three drug stores, three banks, four hotels, three restaurants, ten real estate of­
fices, two bakeries, three Uwry stables, three hardware stores, three lumber 
yards, flve carpenter shops, two wagon shops, and several other active busi­
nesses. 119 Town lots were sellin~ for between $25 and $75, and business prop­
erties sold for $300 and $400. 1 0 Bogue, it seems, fared only marginally better 
than Nkodemus. Not incorporated until 1910. the small railroad town had 
been one of three In Graham County planed by the Union Land Company in 
1888, and had never really gained the commercial momentum necessary for 
prosperity. 

After the economic disintegration in 1888, many black farmers who had 
been living in Nicodemus began to return to their original homesteads '" the 
surrounding township. Some had held both town lots and homesteaded lands 
in the quarter sections nearby, and had moved into Nicodemus during the 
prosperous times. When their more lucrative town jobs as retailers, laborers, 
teamsters, or construction workers disappeared, they returned to agriculture 
for subsistence and income. Although the townsite and the surroundmg com­
munity suffered a decline in population from the peak years, the population in 
Nicodemus T ownshlp apparentl¥ stabilized after 1890, 11nd remained steadily 
around 300 people until 1905.1 1 Successive crop failures in 1889 and 1890 
forced a number of black farmers off their farms, either voluntarily or through 
foreclosure. As some of the land was bought by whites, the racial composition 
of the township began to shift back away from all-black to a more Integrated 
balance. 

• • Although the regional economic base had expanded considerably over 
the preceding dozen years, the commercial climate In Nicodemus itself after 
1888 quickly reverted to its pre-1879 state, with blacks running bask·service 
businesses for an overwhelmingly black clientele. Even in its heyday, 
Nicodemus had never been incorporated as a town. Conversely, at its nadir 
after the exodus to Bogue, the townsite still remained the social and spiritual 
center lor the sur'f()Onding black community. By 1890, the financial sector had 
left and the commercial sector was drastically curtailed. The population of 
Nicodemus Township dwindled from a little over400 in 1888, to3171n 1890: 
the population of tne townsite Itself is thought to have declined even more dra­
matiCally. 122 Nicodemus continued to exist Into the twentieth century. but in a 
diminished function. By the tum of the century. the small community had set­
tled into Its sometrnes uneasy role as small, poor agricultural village. 

After 1890, the developmental history ol Nicodemus slowed drarnati­
caUy. The town never experienced its long-sought revival. Few new buildings 
of note were erected, and as later businesses fat led or people vacated their resi­
dences, many of the existing buildings were abandoned. allowed to deterio­
rate, tmd eventuaDy were razed or moved. Farming Improvements were made 
only as the result of increased mechanization. Yet, the community, which had 
always been based on a subsistence economy, conbnued to avert economic 
insolvency. As original settlers moved or passed away, fewer people moved in 
to replace them, and with each succeeding generation the population dwin­
dled. Norman Crockett in Tile Black Towns described the town's plight: 

Indeed. ''thins,·· had c hanged. fTom a population of approxl· 
m ately 1hc hundred In 1877, N lcodcmu•. Jhms.as. d'wlndlcd to Jets 
than two llundred by I 910. Poverty thtn se ttled over the town, A 
visitor h~ue \n 1918 found only two buwln~~ses In exlttcnec. one a 
rutau.rant with a ntwo*by·fou.r counter. a boJC turned upside down 
for a tablt. and the rut of the flxturu of the ume type.·· At the 
time, m011t of Nlcodem ut' tlxty rctldtnts Uved In dilapidated 
hOUICS, few of whlc.h show«d a »lgn o f paint In recent ynrtJ. The old 
men of t.he town ritually aatbut:d itt the post offlc• around thre-e 
o'cJodc: evtry e_ftunoon to talk over the happenlngt of the dey 
while waiting for the malrto ilrriw. In 1939. a rucarchu for the 
Federal Writers' Project eaw chlld.r~n playln9 fn the du.sty stT~ei:S 
befor~ w6oden or atone hut• that eontatn only the bare n~cesslllu 
-often wouden chain and a table, a s1o~o~e and an Iron bed. One 
tavan wu all that rc,malncd of Nlcode.mut' once-proud buslne.ca 
com rounltv. only church c• pou.eued clcc.trlclty. •nd tho•• 
wbhing to make a ttlcphon~ call had to rrav«ltlx mllt:t to Bogue. 
No s tore& remained In 1950. and thrt.fl: veart later the government 
withdrew Its poat office thtre. The black haven on the Solomon 
had be.eomc almost • shojt town. us 
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• 
Th1• Wlchlro Bcocon rt'pOrted lhc fortom cund11Jon of rhe rw.n 1n 19.l'l 

(N't(;odtrmu.. ') urlvtloty '" eomo: th• hls.h••~ .and ch~ nltro.cb all 
pasMd U ~· · and tb• .11011• or 'Ome of lu Important buUdlng• ha.­
b~e.n hault!d •"''~~Y· Ita atrtth now •re grui·CO\.e:rtd ruh •nd I hue 
lo~ l)nly • founh cb~ pntlt uHiC4r m•lnt .. tn«d In • P•tfor of 1 home It 
l•~t~tlllthtt homeor300 dhr .. ndenb of thelldt Uttiii"U• •ho II II the 
.sollaod •n~ h•ppy ln the homo that •«r« lltua.lly h""'"d hom th• 
u.nh ~ tht'lt fnhcn ,,. 

• 

Over lhi! w<~~~ lhe appc~rdncu uf rhe townSIU! gr~du•lly chan!)(.'d as th11 
old\!r bulldmg!! """\? r.>zl!d ur dftered and n'"" butkllnq. were COillolructo!d 

Wll•on· and Gr.-.m > bulldu>g> had ~p.·d lht> flight 10 Boguot M Mel lh~ 
Frnl B4pl.'$r and A M E Church'>s and lh•· S41m Fr.111C" Hotl'l Th..• Grc"n 
Building Wot.\ IMde Into rh~ M~o;onle Temple In lb'9:i Tho• Masons cu;ltmldry 
so:'u' td floor !!weller>. occupwd I he upper k-v.t. dnd 11 !k'r1C> of mdrg1MI r~lllll 
""occupied tho.; •p.~er> bl!lo«; The Wllsou Buddmg II. a> putdld><'d In 1900 by 
G ~1 Soly.lt"' IA.ho opcnu,-d 11..- 10\A.n • """- g;?n.:roll <1m•• <~nd laM 9-b .sld 

bun. for dtocadt" to lollow Th~ c;111n1 fran<:;; Howl"'"' rumed lnlo d pnvate 
n•"d<'ncc by hulr> or Z T l'lerchcr. ~r1d 'uh'>i•quentlv h!<~tved num••rous ad 
dJHons fhe Flr-1 Bilpllst Chu1ch wt'ntu.•lly lA. 'aS left a. ttw only IICnw congrt!· 
g.1hon 1n lown. tho! bwldtng "'M 9'"eady ~•p.md,-d by the oldcLIIOO of<~ i>kl••an 
tt!roOm and con.cr ••• rpit' afr~r lh" tum oltht• n-nrury Sure" 1lwn th~ ~xi•'IIOI 
'lion.· wolb hd"" '"'''" sruccw<.l and bullr< 'ses added 

ThrougllQut N1eodemu' hMosy, U> rt'<idenrs ntJdl! only a modest 
a"'thc!Jc lmp.ltl on the land I h<t l0<1.11's Ut lllrlan >IIUJD "iCdled buildtll!J' "' 
C•'l.llht~ con..,JV4tl\'i? tr~nd Ch.uacrertsllc.llly -~ lmle \1'115 dorw lo prOVIde 
Lmd'l!'npe amcl\lllll' lor th<' boom10g COinm<'ITI~I d1slrlct dunng "' hr•yday, be 
yond construc11011 of l.liOOd piJnk sldl?Wnlks In lrolll of rhe stor~ bulkLng' 
IE.wn lhll> was doni' on dn Individual bAsi.' b).· the "ore 0<1.11""' dw walks 
'""'l<'d 10 be pl.)cwd pecem<"lll Along:.jd~ thto d n thori)Ughf.mos) !>rn str~ti 
"'"' nd•-d to th<' Iron I dooB of ""'"Y •lor~s and hoU><-'> lhdtlined them Mtbl 
remark.1ble, though. wa> th" f<ttt lhat cllllen• CJf N1codr•mus had r101 plrlnl~d 
any suh>ldnll.!l number ol tr~~• twforc rhc 1950!. A NMU g!Q\.: of catiOn 
wood"'''''· pl.)nr,-d by R B Scruggs, JUSt oul-.ld<> of t,.,.n prOI.IId.,d lhP only 
narur~: break In •n olfwl'll.,-e lt<..bs horvnn C.ontraty to ollmt"t untwrsal 
Mldwcsr~m rratllhon. the rown Wd> •m1uolly tr~clcss owr 11~ fn'!ll !!(J yeru10 of 
OCCUI><Incy 

I od4v. l'Kod.,mus '"'n.l"" "" unJncorporolt!d rur.tf agncuhur.sl1111l..-ge 
Som" of rh~ <rr.:cts holve lw<'n p~~lled. and d..c:rncuy -•nd phon<! Wf\11<<' M\'e 
bt!..11 exrended 10 rhc rown'u~ The flr>r B.lptbl Churrh ha> b.!.:n rcpl11ced as 
lh~ congregation'• "'""""ll hous.. and r~co·IV~ onlv lnl~nOJII••nl 11"" The 
So!mr h.uiOS H<>1~l b II()Ct'lnl n101ot of thl' v••ar Both lh" \oreen ond Wilson 

• 
bulldlnqs h.lw b.oo•n razed y.,~ by ,,u nght> NICodemus •hould h~w d1sap 
pe.!r><lllhi!r !he ,'<:onorruc colldp!>P oilS&\ . .,_1 otlwr M11lll.~em ror.o.ns did 
under stmllat arcum~ldnces "cttlcd by frvedm••n rhe town soon ~~ 11s all 
black d1ollnc1Jon when while nwrch.•nl> JOinl'd bl~cks dkmy lhP mdln •Ul.'ct 
Bul when lhc raUro.lcb bypit•"•d the town I he whu"' quickly mowd uu1 .md 
11 I< through lh11 Jl"N'WW''IOCc ol 1h~ bl4ck t('tllt•rs and rhcu d""""rt<Lmrs that 
!he rw.n connnucs to SUMII<l 

flGURL tt 16~ Tht- Alu.anduDuv•llltou"-t. ca 1915. v.•u t>•ft ur • h;plulloul farm. 
f"lt•d wh.h ba1a~ v.;hu.fmlll•. ah1.d. c.omah~ cnov• s:n~nariu. and brol)d.,., hou•u Th• 
fr•m• bOUjc. v.bkb trpl•c~d an ••r'llu •-od hou~• ""1M ume •l._. -.-. •NndoMd 
c. 1915 IPbo"lOSfAph CI•~IOn frnul 
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CHAPTER Ill 

INTO THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 

\Ito ll•f~ l1 U Jon~ floUr ,.,,,f, fll\ tf Ul '(Hole ml.l\ fl.,fCl\ I hi" 

rn ultn flora. "n ,, n ,,.,J, ....... , llrtt# r•ullr Jut }dwtrtuiiN!j truolo~ I 1 

JC,ulo,•rd I~~ '"'' ff}lllflllr.# 11 '"''"lui c """'tr uj ""'' fu .. llotu' ul111 l1 

J>ffll' ,f n f•HI' '''"''Pit' n( rururo,..til o I"PPIIu~ I•J• '" ~ 1 ucknu•\ (II rn thr 

(tfldf lli (lfll•fun II) flU flrl':ll "' ,,If I lllftflf ll,llfllln (I lf'lll!lflll!l htlll 
''''"'Hflh :ltnCr I \I~ •m•l "0111 , dill ,f I I •fftrtllltllll'l '' mmn\ /l•t,-mn~l u• 
tfH mu·uh ,., 111!111\ f\'1• mlr 11111• 1 , •I If• rth '""'I" rhut•• J,, d rmlw,;l,~' rlu 

rnnllllUIIIf\;' '"'' "'"' c mtllfUIUtrfll '"I"''' u' rtu· ''"''' 

Throughoullhl: '"'''olll••lh umlury, Nlcod~mus conllnul'd II> slow down 
w~rd porul .. unn 'fl"·'' ~ ~pt·rl•'"' llltJihor """c ••conornlc .md popul.luern pr~s 
>UH.'> f~<lng hundrc~ol> ul •m~ll MidW•''"'"' IMming rommu111t1t'' Nkod~mtl> 
W1htt."S....-...'d 1l) vour1~r !:l"'n'-'hJiiuns lt."'~wlllg ft> ~t.•k \'mp1oymt•nt 1n ttw• naunn· ~ 
urban ••nd tndu,ln.•l ""'-""' hot """'Y t"'-KlcniS ht:Mcwt Inc d • .:.siOO 10 
lca\1'\! \\.tlS n(•V••r con~d-.·red 

Gt~h.lm COilnty's I·~ • Stllnd,,,.J Arl<a r.·lk:t 1 I he rommnmo.'nt lo Ina..• 
f..w ondovtdu.US who chow Ill'""""" on i\1CIXl<mus Issued 25 ~··ars dfi<'Tih<' 
tou.-n., fnundnl4.J tht" tttln cont-tmi ., phol~r.sptuc l~tmg ol som"" oltht~ mor~ 
succo!S&lul bia<k famiii<'S f~rm<n !lockr~~n .md nK·rc.h.mt; 1 N. odemu. 
"'"' ~Aoo:ll '"Pto!!.elll<!d. I ot \'>..lmplc W L s,,~, r> CJUI t~nd ng county oll:or 
ney "'ho 1.-.W dnd JIMC!K .. 'Citn II ill Coty but hom t-0 cod.:mus ..... as hst,od as an 
u~t,Jndong on.rrn md c; M s"}•,. ~~ I S..•,ers's brct!M:rJ "'"s the only 
mcrt"hdnt ~t.!d nn :-;.codt '""' th" "l~'t.u.!d ,, Y""''MI•too"' v...:.~t."d bl; H !:> 
H.mndn 1~. on Inc comer or Thlnl nnd \~o htngton !'ltr••··~>.l Sdy • .,Soor"' 

• • 

FIGURt 111· 1 Ame.tlca Uatu U«-h l 41nd h~tt tour d•utthlf'~ (tlodt."-1~ frotn Mu 
B.a.tol: Sarah !t•)•:n Marth• ~,._.. Roto• E•poliU'- •nd rti,. ct. \ .. ,-., tPhotop-•ph. 
Bunlc4! BALH) 
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>tucked With dJY goods end small clothtng tWm• .... ..,, supponcd by th.! 200 vii 
la!JI!T$ and 3<Xl outlymg ldnncr. 

Tho.s.ot • ~Joltlvnt' who rcmetncd. ho...~w• p•omott•d th~ town's cultural 
and SOCJdllwntdg~ L!t~rary actlViu~-s ln<H'dM•cl wtth dubs such as the Tht~e K 
Club. Pri5dlla An Club. M..sotl' Mtd th•· E.lstcm Star Wonwn ' Auxohary A 
number or ~duwt~tlmchV1dU<lls would cxch.ln!J-! pnnti!d milt, IIIII ~·II becanw 
available ''''!P"9 plays rec•taOOI'D lot th11 cluldren. and book r~ews.. 2 Tht' 
Thn>e K Club and Priscilla An Club lA.<'<<' Similar In thetr dtr.XtM:; -~og 
dnws for th~t ll'S!o pnvdt'!J"d V1'tnog th~ 5k:k. S..'Wlng dlld qutlung The Ma 
501\S >polt'iOrt•d 11 danre SOCial each >P"'"l c<~ttm!d by thl.' Eastcm Stao They 
<~ISO ~n'SOrcd dnv~ lot '""" lortuMtt• r .. mtlll'S ond scholat>hip' lor &~udents ' 
Most of the tncl~tt.wncli'"t clum wet\! for ddulb. pwyrmn~ lnr children wer~ 
g.?nerd!ly I<>< o\lly conducted through tlw liChool or church 

Yet. gelling to and hom the<P events oftQn prowd d•ll•cult 
Thundcrs~onns throuqh .pnog <lnd early summer con"'''l'd thP du~ m~ts 

fiGUR£ Ill 2 The 1915 c-IA•• AI faln.ltw School . Nlc-odf'mu-" K.nu .. EAch ~vtb• 
•fnalll .. room • C:hooi-."Ould tJ.'Pically future one dau of \'OUng~lrn from trr•d~ Khool 
10 hiP achool • •r Afttr I 94S. •tl chlldrc.n In the 1\lcodLm.U..~ ana ~rut to th~ Ot~trlct 
No I ~hoot. and ah• ra1"1..-.. School building wu mo\'f'd 10 1htt Ol,t.-lct Nv I 
School •H•. for addlllooal cl11.nroom ~v•c~ ' Photogqph. S.tnlu: Ralf'.A) 

• 
to quagJntres lmpa stbk lor wagoi\S toP.'" To n.>duce the dratn~g.! problt!m 
ditc.hes W<.'te ltllotdll<'ll .md grnded periodlc.:~lly by the towtl\hltl bo..rd Ongl 
n.tlly. th""' ro11d grad,•rs were horse drawn by tum. of fpur to "" horses 
Only thl' m111n thorougltlan:s- W&hlngtcm Thtrd Strel'l from South Avcmoc 
to Adorns Suc~t. f-ourth Strel!t from Wt~!>htngron to Mo~dMn St .. <el> 11nd 
Madt.on Stret>l from r ounh to Sewnth Str~~ts - ''""~ gra<lo:d tn ord...,. to 
travell'long th~ comm~rdaf corridor to dturch and school 

ThiS was also truv of the ro.td •y.t~m m the township Nanow path• tu 
and from Nteod~<mu' wl'rP liS tmponant as the tuwn roo.L. Mil<< thP fllrm land 
wdS •nll heovtly populated tn the 1920<. r owr"h•p resldl•nt• rdi<'d hcavllv 
upon these roach to go tC> school and churth In Nicodemus ~uti to tr.~wl to 
nearby towm lor •upph<>• F.ven the Nicodcmw. Ccmet~ty. upprnxtrMII'Iy one 
mill' north and oow hall mile cast of Nteocl~mu• {at tht< county ltn.: 1. IA.'IIS rel.l 
nwly difficult to rcach b.!lore Wttton toad• 14om! built I h<~ dudt path., 
through d.:~p gr.hws rnulted '" •·re>td• oU Ol.~'f the pr.:Un<S' unbl county 
roach<» '$eellon r011d•" dellne<~t~>d each qwoot mtko" 

thai our yr.u,ddrHdrcn c•n rnd about thf' hl•tory Attd tht>V 
•on·• h.t\t. uy . .touch • hud tim• v..ondtrtng a.nd flgutluy out lh• 
wav -.e had (I c) w.htn ""r comf' along br.:c•U§#. • to1 ol our \o"Ouna 
JM.oplt around h••• 1\uw do.n•t know no1hlng •bout thf' hl,fory 
Peopl• MU.t c•llth.•tn '*"1 l~t thtm kno• •boui n •• h.ap~ull'd 

- Uo,d Wtllington l'olco<lom .. ruldont I UJ 

Despiw the .tbwn<t of 11 n•Mablr tr"nspon.1tion nl!tiA.otk "'"'"''thout no 
wbl~ archtt«tural Iabrie Nieodemw. contu•u• d lo "'"""" .,, th< !OCtal cultural 
cenli)l' of black life In th~ county Tht' otnnudl EmendpaUOn C~l~bratknl I"''· 
haps be>t vmbodwd tht' r.ommunity ~pint ''I or most or tlw ta«<n'' h"lory. the 
c~l,bratton Wt<S hekltn Scruggs Grove "'""'U yrove of cr)ttonwoods. parnallv 
plonted by R B S.:ru~. n..ar th.- nwr Gradually. the small grO\i" bo!cdn"' 
rccOglllZCd t\!gl<>tt.~lly (FIGURE 111-31 Most poopk< bved "' ilrby, '10 the 
trawl bdck lind lonh lor the three clav ""'"'"''\.>not tnconvo nl(•nl Ow! the 
years the celebrnUon b..'Cilm" a por~•Ln 11rl11tr, dt1N.1og thou;;:.,ndi of po><>pl" 
from nearby ""'~"""'"" Wagon~ and nutomobtles would how Hoghwdy 24 
nonh or Nletldemu' fnr three miles In ""ch dlr<!<:tlon ~ P••uph· would ltllvel 
from C.>ltlomJ~ and Colorndo bac..k to tlwu hom<' to ""ll lnm1hcs ~nd lrit!nds 
Everyone. blolcks and whl~ looluul lorwnrd to the picnic 1::! to 20 food 
stanch of balbol<u" l••monadl', poki! 111!.1d. Sadie Hall'• •nd AlvA £K.Prad'~ 
!ned clue kim Ora S..\u,•r < Ice a~am ~~5 and plen11J of <~i- und.."'l' 
the mature t~ " 

The Cl'lcbration uswTiy op«ntod IA.11h ft ~ptrltcd Friday ~11\"rnoon pohbl:..sl 
rally and clo:.ed on ,, '"""' ITilnqutl now wtth o :>unday tnolllltt\1 t hurch cell' 
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FIGURE 111-3: A 1939 handbill advertising that year's annual Emancipation Celebration. Held at the beginning 
of August each year s ince the founding of the town, the celebration was, and sti ll Is, the biggest social event of 
the year In Nicodemus. It Is the one occasion that brings friends a"d relatives back to Nicodemus each year to 
enjoy the festivities and, in so doing, rekindles the spirit of the town. (Source: Black American West Museum , 
Denver. Colorado) 
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mony. M~ry Ell1.abeth AI~X<lnd<!t Gage remember<!d thdt lhe celebr•tlon Wd.\ 

•·something we looked forward to from one year to the next I think we were as 
anxious lor the E:.mandpadon C.:lcbration affair as we were about Christ 
onas.""' Poc.nic tables, baobecue pits, and tenb would be scaneolld uveo 160 
acres of the toll'll 720 acres of Scnoggs' prop~ny In open Meas on the south 
Side of the road. carnival equipment. With their peculiar sounds and flashy 
lights, would ennce the children lor ntiles around and coax their parents to 
leo•ve home e.orly. going to the cclebr.1h0n Ofwn th" celt>bmhon pmvoded par 
ents w11h an opportunity to persuade their children to tackle long overdue rc 
sponslblndes. Gordon Wllllllms rcallled lor el<amplc. "My !other was fllrmlng 
and he always made us milk cows and do all the other chores before IA.e could 
g;•t down there tO gel tn the d.>ncP " 11 

But there were olso le<stiviHes lor adults horse r<~ces. dtce boards. card 
games, bingo, a band, and dance Ooor. As on~ past resident said. "Las V~ 
didn't hdW notlung on th<!m " 11 By fM the mo>t popular 1111d po~rh.l!l'> mo.t 
vividly Imprinted mM~ory was the l><~sebdll S"'"P' II$ Gordon Wollldrm ,.,. 
called lote In lllc 

"We uj,e:d lo h•Vf' .!lome good bueball.. One yur t.ht-y i!Vf'n had the 
M(htuc..h.s to c.ou't. 001 •11d pl1y. Tht:y all dro\le. . .•• I think 1928 
fotdf do~n . . The.y d.rove tht!tll out {tout Kan.f.U Chy to play. to 
put on • g1uua. 1 doo·e know whe_th.r v.-f!! h:td a t"am big t.nough to 
play; Nlc.ode.mu.t did ha\'t a but.baU te.am. bu1 h wun"t no compt· 
LltJon to l,ht.m. btcau.ft: they .. wt.re \A.""h.al they c.allt.d the Kannt 
Ctw MonucbJ and th•V wtre. 1 good ball c.lub." , ., 

Alvin Bates further remembered some of "the grear p~1yer.. like Siltchf!ll 
Palg<! and all those, they U5<' to pilly W1th th<> Monarchs They US<! ro come rlghr 
here ln Nicodemus '"4 The Nicodemus Blues baseball team (FIGURE IH·4) 
would play tl!d.rru. from T~ and LoUJowna. ill> weU a. loc:al tl!dms from 
Bogue Norton. Hill City. Wakcrncy. Stockton. and Oal'llllr 1~ R B Scruggs 
provided the bascbaU dtDmond and stands on a ponlon of hiS homesto?ad 
Duril\g the 1920s, the Mon~oth\' wornPn· ~ lililm the St•'J)pmg Stst~r<o pllly.od 
on a makeshift field next to the Masonic Lod!Jt! 

fh<> annual celebration at the grove was an cxper1Mc<> for the endrc lam 
rly Thn!>l! lo1mrlles who lived" eon~rder•bli! d"tdnte dWdY would camp ,,ath~ 
grove lfi The children especially looked fotward to the camiVill. mi!ITY·SO 
round. ferns wheel. horse races, ha.,.ball games. and evenong dances 

lvcryonc. of course. eagerly antieipat<>d the good home cooking. 01<1 
Switzer, who enroyed the spectacle'" well as <~nyone, provided a detailoo de· 
scnpllon of the cooking 

we'd h•ve 111 lot of pera;om1l51ands, they woufd come out and 
\oe:n·rt whate~C!:r lbey'd c ho"-e to In t.ht~lr ~hmd• \UalenrldOn, frted 
ch1ckrut, bathtc-ul)'. (H wh11h•vi>r' Somtt C)f IIH~m ~;~,;ould boll old hP.-n-. 

• 
•nd have dumptlngt and all. lncn ont1 m•n 1lho put 1 bl9 old cook 
!Jtovcr In thto:rt: 41Jld jus trw• • plpr out off •o It ,.;cn•ldn*l run ttl~ ft~C4e 

ou out . He''"' aotcw •h.alf on that ,.rovr. l!tnd h•v" t:•bbo~~~st: 
••sn••ltlf•l} Now rhtV ""·ould gh.tfOuiJ g()(Ht old dluru•r Th.-)1 ~ot.•fluld 
ha~o•e (A)nthH•ad Aud r11e!rythlng. II \liM too tomlc .t.l for .... •ord!i. Be­
eaun thttr41!•d be 20 araudt on th• a:round..l tal\ h for tl\le. four~urw 
mytelt And mtuuge.d lt .. And 111!..1 J'U!Oplt. comft ln. that'• the way 
~ou m•dt: ~our Uule money. You s«t • lfnla tomtthlns otr vout 
cGnc.u.-lon nand. maybe you would charge $25 forth~ 3 day•. And 
thtn le.t thttm go end they would me.ke lt' 11 l 

• 

Throughout the 1920s. the Lmanclporior1 Celebration rt'matncd the an· 
nual highlight Perhaps the c.clebratlon lx!carw even more fesdve as the 
1920s were some of the best Y\'11~ for crop yield pPr ~cr~ Even toddy 
Nicodemus fanners panlcularly remember the mid twcnues os excellent years 
lor com c.rop> The mid-lw«ntll!s rclooNcd rno.t fanners and sucngthenl?d thetr 
P.COnomlc posltton b<>folt' the drought de\1(\htauon.' of 1h1• lldrly·thlrtl<"> 

r:: c . , 
. -

FtGURE 111-4 nut 1907 Nlcudemu~ 8Ju,..!l banbaU tum. Prab.tbly thtt most udrtnt 
and memon.ble acdvll\f lttC,tocJat4!-d with uch vur"• t.manclpallon Ctle:br•tton. btt'e­
ball wu popular with youns tmd old: th11re ""'411111 ~en • wom••n'• h•.tm t AIIrd th~ 
St~Piflng 51,-tca Titc Nltodemu~~o 81un. J)lay.-d tc.tm .. IJCJIH ~unoLntdlng <oumua 
nlltu:, ... ,.,·ttl tt~ ttGtntl from 11 .. f<u Aw.+Ay A'\ Tt•MA'\ and l.IJul,.,l•ua CPhocog_raph~ ftt.d 
and Ora SwiOit.l) 
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The stock market crash oll929, ho~ver. brought America's prosperity 

to a sudden halt, affecting all strata ol American society. Nicodemus was no ex­
ception. The Great Depression severely touched the American Ianners who 
traditionally relied heavily on the stability o l the rMrketplace to recover their 
previous year's planting debts. 1~ 

Kansas farmers watched helplessly through the Rrst years of the 1930s as 
their crops were destroyed by a seemingly endless series ol dust storms and 
droughts. The longest consecutive and continuous drought in Graham County 
occurred between 1932 and 1934, producing the most disastrous crop-raising 
period In the history o! the county. The lack of rail service, inadequate housing 
and economic opportunity, and the high death rate among elderly in and 
around Nicodemus, exacerbated the situation, forcing more farmers into lore­
closure and to abandon their farmsteads lor California and the Paci~c North­
west. Previously titled land became unoccupied or !allow lor a great portion o! 
the 1930s, since those remaining had little extra means to reinvest or they were 
unoertaln of their own survival. As a consequence, substantial black landhold­
ings transferred to lending institutions, reducing the descendents o! the original 
homesteaders to tenant-farmer status. 19 

Long-time Nicodemus residents tell tragic stones of survival and disap­
pointment during the early-thirties. Although these descriptions parallel the 
commcnt4r1cs of farmers throughout the Midwest, the retollections provide a 
colorful glimpse ol life in Nicodemus during the Grc~t Depression. Alvin Bates, 
long-time resident and village mech~n!c, farmed north ol Nicodemus in the 
I 93Qs and rec!llled, 

"I remember all of the bad yc.oro. During the dlrt)l thlrttoa. we 
couldn't ral8e nothing. It wnn't the fact that we didn't get any rain, 
It was ... lhe dust . .. "20 

His sister-in-Jaw, Bernice Bates (FIGURE 111-5), elaborated further on 
the effect ol the storms: 

•• ... 1omc lch and some sta~d. But you didn't r•l•e: anything. I 
know we Jo1t all the .stodt that we had, hon~" and cow• because 
there wa•n't anything for them to eat. We couldn't ra.i 5c 
anything. ··•• 

The cracked and parched ground would support neither crops nor five­
stock Ne<~rly all the livestock in Nicodemus perished. Nicodemus residents 
also suffered. All propeny- homes, pastures, fence lines, etc. - was marred 
with a thick layer of fine black dirt (Many sufferers were wrapped with blankets 
and restricted to their home in order to keep them !rom literally choking to 
dearh.) Alvin's wile, Ada Bates, recalled her desperate attempt to protect their 
baby daughter from the dust 

"I remember well the. first dust s torm that I seen. It wat all black In 

70 

• 
the nortbwuL Billie ewer bere wAs A little baby. And we had to 
CO\-'tr bu up wltb a wet shu t In her bed ta keep he.T from e;hoklng to 
dt Ath,. Tbe dust wu. th.t thick In the hou.te. Of cou.qe, • -e didn't 
luvenothtnt but !Jomp!l tn lhom doys. You'd hov~ to tlsht the tamtK 
rttht In the daytime be.c.a~ It WJIS a.o d:ark ... u 

Despite all attempts. d ust inevitably infiltrated houses- Occasionally, this 
substance mixed with oil and would stick to walls, furniture, and clothes. 
Lamps and lights were kepi burning day and night since the unexpected storm 
would blacken the sky for days. Juanita Williams Redd "had to hang sheets, 
you know, dampen 'em and hang 'em up to keep the dust frorn coming in so 
bad. When you would lay o n a pillow, why you could just see where o ur heads 
were because the rest of It was just dirt." 23 

J r~mt:mbeor aU of the bad yc.ar. Ourtng tht dirty thb1:1&1. 
we coulcln't raise no thing. 

Even early warnings could not prevent the storm !rom inflicting some 
damage if it lingered lor more than several hours. Bernice Bates recalls how a 
particular storm hindered her from attending her club's social; 

"I w u setting ready to go to a Pritc:IUa AJ1 Club tod•l and we. at· 
ways wore while whC!n we .. -.nt and had our aod1l1. l wu aludlng 
on the side of the table ptes$lng m y wbUc drc,. that J wa• going to 
wea.r and my hUAba.nd v.ra.s 1IHing on the othe.r .tide of the tabl~ 
And I look e.d out the west wi ndow 11\d I •aw fhlt bls black cloud 
comln.a . It was just 11.5 black as this (refe.ttfng to t'Ut obJect on theta­
ble). luld, "Harry, come q uick and look a l this c loud." B~fote he 
could get around the Ironing board, I had to lay the lronfng board 
on the table. I don't lmow what I had, " washboard i tuek tn a chaft, 
but by th& time he got around that chair, the dirt hed hit our pl<\c.e. 
At~d U b le w out a window l_n the ~droom el'ld we had to run In there 
and we nailed a comforter over the window and pu•h~d a dr~uer 
u.p again.t the \l.lindow lo hold it.. And that dirt that way bl~w all 
nfaht lone. It m~t h ave h• d o il In It 'uuse U 11tuek to tbe walls. 
And, the.n, It Jt.JSt contirwed lot, le-t'f see. we had dutt s tonns. n ot 
that b lade dln Gond.nu:ed that Jon,g. bur old fuhlone.d dust stOrnl$ 
for. I Imagine., two or three ve,att: •.. ,. 

In 1934, N>codemus residents ~n a gradual recovery and methodical 
clean-up campaign. Slowly over the years, homes ~re cleaned, fences re­
built, and cattle restocked. One resident said later, " 1 ~~·t know how we, we 
just existed somehow. The Lord tool< care ol us.' '25 

To assist tn the nation' s recovery, the Federal Government initiated sev­
eral recovery prograrns, inc'luding the Federal Land Bank, to assist farmers on 
the brink ol dispossession. 26 On July 1, 1934, Graham County contributed to 
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the MhOrnlf n•cowry UJI tlw l<X<lllwcl bv ~Wbli•hlng,) fann BuN.!aU tO lm 
mcdlllt~ly oss!stlann~l" tmd r~nch<'Ts n By I <);~ roo.kl~<ntl. of N~<:od.,mus had 
tleslgn.!lto!d S D. IA~Icn liS thctr repro.,.,niAhw to the Farm Bur~<olu lrom· 
e<~lly. th<~ tumrnon """'1\1 of th~ IJcpr,'S.Sion In som" '"ays hclped 10 

strengthen umry among Nlmc:h·mu' '""""' • ~ntl r..sid~<ntl. In ord<.'f 10 mtnl 
~ lh" struggle of IUturi! dl511~1~rs, rl'Jlk1Jmng "''"''" both bl.lek dntl whitec 
oltm ~hdro!d ~UlJJill~nt o1nd tn.lOJXM ~ 

Unfonunat~ly. only" f,,.,. n11g1rloll l>l.xk honH:st~aJ• rs such~ B.>t..-s and 
WiDklmS '"ma•ned ""'~and occup.~nts of thv.11 f,mns M~t lanno:rs be 
""""" t><r\dnU o1rld '"ru.od L>ntl 29 A I~ lllrmc!n such a< the Ale""nd"' and 
VanDuvall f;,milk$, lea,.-...J then !.urn land to oil companll~ .JG 

Dunng the '"'Ont ~ lfl of th" Gr<MI Ot!priiiWOO !h.: popul.ltrOn ol 
;:>;ic.otlernw. dr~ to about ·Ill ~pic t.1.1ny of the5<' wt'J< ""'played 
throtOgh Work• Progr<'SS AtlnuniStra!lon !WPAI progn~ms For ex~~mpko a 
team olopproxnn11rdy 12 nwn v.11h hrmt• J bu ldlng "'P"'"'-'oct v.M htred to 
butld lh" WPA 1\leodl.'mu, Townvup H<~ll (Figure• 111 ·6 & 7) Rock was 
quam<...J ncar lhi! pr~nt Webster R<'!K'rvolr rn Rook! County'""' tr<~n>poni!d 
to th'' v"'""' "" wlwr" Nil:od.,mus r<!Sid'n"' watchcd ~rold Napu<' cut th<> 
stone block< .~nd p.lll~m lh~rn wtth ,, ""'"~' 11 Gilb.ln AI~Xdndcr. pt'OJCCI man 
olgo<r and Umckc~f"!r, SUJ"!~ lhl' IWo ~M ptO)tcl 

fiCURE llt~6& 7 0f"dfcatrd In 1939, Nlcodttn"t TC»t.'ftthJp Hallls•ho•""n u.ndn con· 
st;r9Ctton tn thof'N ht-.uu'c phor~r•ph• A cum of tt bl•.:k .~ ah1t~ lou.l.-f"~ld,.nb 
undntooL thh WPA proJect u.t~lnt loc•llv qu.t"t.-d -.lotH" It f.to th•IAJ'ftilJitJ'UClun.l.ft. 

co.-. toda~ tPbotOF•Ph' Anef"l• R•tr•J 

• • 

• J 1 .) 
j 
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Whil<• the building was und~r corhtr uc tK>n, '~'"h•nts U54'd rh~ largest 

ornr~urc ~va~bl.., on th.l !01.<.ll>llo! fm \l.<'t'kly dAnce' the MMOnlc HaU. An 
Ddd.110n 10 1~ '""' rn.too rt convenhmr ro hnv~ dl!nc-'S Md othe. soda! lunc· 
trons ~ch as an ke cwam parlor on th.! hr~ Door Wh< n the WPA buildJng 
wd' cnm'*'r.x! and dedlcat~ rn 1939 cornmunny mrchngs. dl!nccs. and 
electiOns were held m th Llrg<>r ''"'Cit'"' The exht.nc~ ol this ~trudure on 
th" ('(>!n•'r of ~omland Washtngton Streets, Cr.!at .. >U the imp<.""' for a town 
'"""'T ,Inc•• 11 S<tttn th<! sam<! block wnh th11 ~l.t"lfltc H111l ni!Wiy~stablished 
Prtsclll" Art Club's' Cro~ekilr Box" 5chonl butldlng and s..•wr.:~J to.lloldutdnt> 

(such as ll.:okn.:~ s, .:~nd th" Gre~n 1.1nt.-m ~I.• In th<' old ~amt ft.lncl> Hotelt 
Mo~t \IOIJII!l "'"" 01nd women d<!dd~d not to ·~turn tt> Ntrod<•mu' after 

Wmltl w,,. II A~ a tl'$Uit. small f,ltln ""lll~<m<•llh ,urh ,., FalMcw could no 
lnn<]\'r •uppot1 thl!lr :.choob In 1945. FaiMl'W ~hool. DISUict No 7&. "'d> 
closed o~nd tlw >tructur" wa' mowd to th~ Dl>triLt l"o I sot" north of 10(' 

N•c udernu' !Xhool Nlcod<!lflus r~osidcnts, on thl! othvr h.md ~uti !}('nl!llltt'd 
moro• thnn <'fin ugh srudcniS for Outn<:l No I ft'<!Urnng adrtnoolll!l $pace forth .. 
0\li'rlloY. 

.'>1.my 1~'1'1 htred out in the SUirullCJ to Dr.,., l.umcn to help 5Uppon 

thclr f.ormtb<'~ or obtarn enough mon<!y to ·lfhmd ~ OtiK-B hd~'CI thcir 
p.ucnts 10.11h h<uv<~.>t !.ill ground pll'J><IIllhon ~ndor ~vestock cllores learn 
log horn the lean Y""" of the thii'WS to1m1<1rs scJ,'Cit'd rr10r• drought-~nt 
pl.urt van.-,n mO';t began rub!.ututmg,. hMt mdo. bdrlcy. and rve lor corn 
M<>!<t bl.lck l~rmcrs conbllu••d to rdy on dry J,,nd farming r • ..:hnrqu.,. un.~bl, 
to af!Qtd o1n .. L,borMI'. mechanized II'Tigatxm ~Y>tcrn lor th<'lr tr~cl5 Whit.: 
f<~rnwn, on th~ other hand. bego1n rnve•ttng In ~Mnous 1n19<1tion scl••m""-

Mdny 141nHII••• ~uppll!mentcd th~lr diets wtth q~rdvn VI<!J''I••ble'. 1\l!UV(' 
pl.uu' 11nd h1•rhs found In and around N~tod••rnu' Som•· re•ld~nts brought 
'' •'<~s from K••ntuckv. tncludmg l.>dy p<>M •pnng ~as, bl.lckL').'Il pc.i.' 

drowdcr ~"' .md 'unflo<•oer p<>a~ Nauv.: wgcwbt, nlfludiCI ... ,td let!UC<' 
fp<>k•• "''"dl. tornatOL>s, dandelion> and """""' durk The ... ;td tomatoes 
"'~'"II lavonr, of Otol w.tltngton c;\1.1tl<'r II.M to.'mem~red 

Thry m&k• tha pttttlht tiut~ old ~""'· a.nd ~--ou lrinov. I w~ on. 
bune:h thl• •Pdnt and th•t •Ud tonlato aftu II got • o old -.by 
lt•lltotllul• ballt: th.c W.m4! o.n top kind of Ilk• a tomato It ac.tu 
ally ••'tt"d ltk~ a tom.to. But It awe dOf'"' ua,on up the ..-~rn-, 
toad " 

I hv m.•ronty of tlw •·grt'ens 10.ere found on th.: rolltng pr.11ne out5tde 
Noeod••mu' Poke !~<~lad. oo the other hand !I'"" \1.1lu ,,1""9 thP nwr bank$ 
• w,. \l.ould ~~~'' to go to the ucck 10 finu thu pnk" ,l,,d " •~ported Ora 
Swlllt•r .. It grow> In " .>quo~r" anu yuu got to h.1 ~\Ill' ~nd ftnd tho: rfghtthlng. 
Then you cut U nlf " 
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riGURf Ul 8 t.lcod~mu• to.-n ruldm1 Mr• JuAnlt• R..cld -.t•ndtn. tn fron1 of the 
lt•nfll Willi_..,., hew~ photognrphc.d ln 1983 Mn tt.dd ~ho ••' 7 t •lthr ttmf' . ...-u 
n.lud lA thl• houwo ltl!r f•lhn H""'Y William.... ••• the fh~' biM It b•b\1 t-orn In 
tr.lcodtmu.- (in 1878J CPhotc>gr-•ph· RJdtvd McNam•r•l 

In ""'"'"'" to ~'gl:tab~. a surpn.mg vo~rwty ol rulonmy arld mt'dlctllill 
herbs llounsh~>d IWdr Nt<:Odt>mu>. mcludJng ""''"' 10.<1cu hor.,houutf wrld 
""9<1 gourd '"'' <~nd &nakeroot Snakeroot "billlol t.,;llng rnntlttk<•n omtty for 
ml'dtciMI purposes, "wolS o~wful bMl down In thl''<' J'~Mur.·s .rnd th11 ~ople 
dug that•tulf o~nd nldtlo• rnontoy," 11'111yed Oril SIO.IINI L11~ In hvr ltf, 'They'd 
drv tlw llll>l olnd Jhm you'd go to town oltK.f \ll>U'cf 9"t Z5to 30 C"ntS 0 pound 
for t1 And when th•v wa. brokllthpY would 9•'1 outlll'rl' and ltV to d1g11 o~nd 
th'm tak<' 11 o~nd dry lind go over and seU ttto th~ 11~111 1 

Finally "'ild ~. curraniS and plwns \O.f"n! hn"~' d ~asonally 
Some residents planto!d row. of appko pt'.ach i>nd poe lllt.'C$ M..ny lww~.x! 
wild hurts and be/IlK'..,'" "nd around the :ov.llc Or.,~ II•• r~ ..... uo;e to 
h.rw cho... herrio dolo.n ~on rile n\t r We t.l hnw to hunt lor thlml 
cwrants they gt0\4 10.ild And t~-n we get w k! plums dQ..nthere on tile nv<!r 
And I ""'"" a jelly out of thtng> lrke th.u yo:>u kilO\< And you malw ., butt.!r 
from too plum bolc;.s...., th;oy ~re brg enough ttlk•tl .. u.,, you !l'<t yow 1<'11~ to 
bolt up 1/<KJ c..n run II througll a colando:r pour -.or ru " ofl11nd !1\IIK<' 
your Jdl11 

Afwr n long p<>nod ol drouyht ant! p.m lwtl hmd In th•• thlrtH.••. l 'lS I and 
I 9.53 wcr<' years or t~mbl~ floodrn!J M,•ny ,,.,ld••nJ< con hJcr.>d th~ 1951 
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flood <l!o thl! worst flood the county hbd experienced. end In 1956. Webster 
Reservoir and Dam were built to reduce fl<l'>Sibll! nood devastation Ponds and 
terraces wcra also created to hold Wllter In the Reid; rnth.-r than allo,vlng II to 
run olf as In the past 

To augm~nt th1• agn~ultumllearmny expenence and broad<?n thi! ri!Spon 
slblliry of young teens. Blanche Whit~ founded and sponsowd thv 4H Club ur 
Nicodemus around 1940 Mrs White's love for children found a 011tural and 
cteabue oo!lo>tln thP adiVItl!'s of the club. BcglMtng at ay.J SO. she devoted her 
Umc to teaching the membeP.< of the rluh- malp .md l~rnale- how to rarse 
and Cilr\! for animals. raise crops, garden, prepare meals. and beautify then 
town51le In the 1940>. the bl!autificatlorl movement became the r.:>Sponslblllty 
of the 4H Club Mrs. WhitP wcured thP twl'll from th~ county ext~nsion servlcll 
agent and anstructed the children In their plendng ond nurturing. F.xposur" to 
rummPr carnf>'>. county fdln., exhtbiUon~ comJ)<ltJUons. ~nd otht'r culrural 
..uent5 l'XJX'O('nced by "urb.Jn" chlldt~n. would oft~<n requlr<? that she g\!t a 
truck from a neighbor and d~ the ml'mben (rang~ng from 10 yP.d"' old to 20 
vear. old) to Wakeeny. HtU Clty. !:rallna. Downs. and Cawker City "' 

ftCURE 111·9: Wuhfngt.on Strer-t In Nfcoderuu., looklng «&j,l In thco J9t10• Thou.o.h 
th~ Oe-pn.,-.lcm 41nd du•l ~tomn. 1) f fh.,. J9!J(h Mr 0,_.~,, thi.Ji \iiVW of th~ IOv.n CAUIH 

one to \ll'htlou the tchvn·~ rec ov•ry rrom lith to riaht. thtr.« .itrUC'IUfi.J an: tht M • · 
•onlt I fait Jruuv Rllr~·.- Re.ae.awant. tht rrt ... c.lll.a An Club. and Tov..--n•hlp Hell. Who· 
tngr•J,h: Olac.Lc Amedcan w._ .. , Mu.n:um. D•nvt.r. Colorado) 

• • 
Mos1 children lookl!d forwdrd to Joining the 411 Club. not only for liS out 

door acUviUcs. but becau!il' It symboll7ed the tramJtlon from chlld to adult 
V"ryl Swill~r. for llxamplc. recalled "from the time I w11s 8 or 9 y~nn. old I al· 
ways w11nted to be tn the 4H bt!c.JII>l' all my older brothers and slst~rs were In 
and there were some things that JU,tlnsptred m~ Th~n I think ~h11r <~ vear 
or twu I wa> able to b.lcomc a fuU fledged m\'mber 4H m~mber lthmk thdt 
4H thoogh s1ayed With"'" Ullbl I was about 17 ycal'> of IIQ\!. or 18 '' 

While teenagers nocked to the 411. adults soctalt.zed In the ncrwork of tllu 
ems and res1ourants By th<> 1950s, b<!<!r was served In some ol the eating CS· 

tablishmems An own<'r of such a buslnes~ rmher uccup•ed an exl•llng house. 
moved a onl!·story frame unit to a site he owned and renouat<'d 11. or com· 
bined 5eU<'rnl structures In ordur to t!nlolrge h"' unt"'prise .... , he Jolm' or 
"BI.amm." Green Lantern Cafe lfamlly style). HPiena'\ OePril!'ll T.•vern and 
Blow-In Cal" provldl!d th~la customcl'> with cntr~c•. b.><>r. <nack• and <'XC<'p· 
Ilona! dl!)>(!rt:.. "'The>.tt r""t.Jurdntl. not only Ciltered to resid~n~ butlllso Cll· 
tered to 11reo fanneB As thr>y had dw<•loped belor~ dllthe teo.t.Jurdntl. llldl.tl!d 
wtthln a one block area from 1he Town,hap Hall. on Washlngtnn Stw<•t nnd 
east of Third Street This reinforced the town center conc<'pt. which began 
wath th(' construcllon of thu Townshtp Hallin 1':139 1-unher development and 
delineation of thts dlstrtct occurred In I ?52. whE>n the Anwncun Li<gtoll pur 
chased the rairview School building. located nonh of Ntcodl'mus School, and 
h4d Dl'.ilk King moue II dtagonally across from the T ownshap Hall •• !The 
AmericAn Legjon purchao;cd the building. "nc" thu ,\mnklngl:>il.tnct No. 1 did 
not have use for It any longer I By 1953. the builcllng had be~n r~nouated lor 
use as an Amencan Ll!g~on Hall omd becdmt> a St!conddry d .. nce hall club 
space when 1he dctcnoraung Ma'IOnk: Hall was not op<•rablu 

The , clocation was partlculally uffectlve In stimulating community lntc ... c 
hem attht\t ~nd of N•rodemus, atgenl'r•1t1•d new tntcr~ttn the a11mr.1l Erndnta 
pabon Cclcbrailon For mor" than 50 years ihe cclehrabon had b<>en held tn 
Scruggs Grove, despite the growing chorus of protests horn carnival 
compMI€'> Most Cdrnau,,l "''"""""'' had lor Y<'dr> ccunplarnl!d ol tlw mcon 
venfences attendant to S('lltngup tho.'lr equipment ~mtd'il tho:> tree• Anally. In 
1 ':150, thl! ilueat to diScontinue wrvlc" to Nicodemus wl!S hced~d 10 UIU 
mately. thr<l" Aml!ric.Jn L..g;on bo.lrd rn••mbe" d!Ja.!OO to rdoc.:ar..•th~ ~cll!bra 
hon on 1he town !lite Th<• camtval rtd••' w<•rt• a~->••mbled )u~1 ea'l of th~ Town­
ship flail. across from tht' Legion Hall rh<' American Legion paradr rout.- wa; 
<llong W.,;hington Str~tet to the T own~htp flaiL According to Goa don W\llfaiTI!. 
on Ammt'an Legionn~lrl'. th~ c<.!li•hratl()n m 19'i.1 'w11• one of aht•ldrge>t on<., 
they'w ewr had ('iln~lthl'Y never h~d a t'amtvcll up In town belnw th<•n ' 11 

Uke all other celebrartons held before In the grove. there were hundreds of 
paflKipan~ and spe,;tator$ anendJng 
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Around th" llrn" th.tt the c~ll'hrllloon transferred to th•· towralle 

NocO<lernus II!Co!Wlod owrhead .. t..'Cmc 5('MC• ltom tlw us r>.·parlmi•nt ol 
Agrtcuhur··· Rurdl I'J.'ltllfk<IIIUII A<lrnmn.IMII•m cREAl (By l'l'iR only 0 (l!W 

fftmliii"S had sccur~d the ~rvtt«. I Pnor II> tlw r•lectr1c <oervlc\', rcsldcnll. h~d 
us.'CI Oill.lmp;; In th>'lr hom<" and lor th~ cdcbr41Jon 1'\lvrn B.u •• , hdd "'!!"" 
loU>Iy tmg)Ol'et...l "k." m.- lights hooking lhl!lll up to " 'IMII <'fl!l!"" "hlch 
puffro and smokc:d • He ~ould •upply ~nough el.!crnc:ty for the band.IM<I 
,,nd for a four block "'"" "'owrd liM' grov• (ThiS ekocmc supply was uulutod 
pr\mdnJv by th~ c.snu\MI rompanr"< I lksp!l<' th,· luxurv of lighting for lhP ct•le 
brdlron Nrmdr•nu.,ns ""'n!lgro then curnmumty and r .. mrly llffAI" Wlthout 
\IlPPI light< trh•phonc SCIVItl!. tll utrllty "'IMC\' 

IIGURf! 111~1 0 + Of,tr14 t Nu 1 School, Nlcud~n-IU,, ~n~a". llhologr•tth••d tn t913 . 
fhh one .. ., tO()', ..,Ouil ,.r.t.-.t "'imctur,. -.lth • hlpp•d roof "''u bulh In 1918. on 
the ....... ,h. o f lh• tlu(l•n•l "Chool • , . unn 'lllructwr~ th•• bwrnrd Oi .. lr~l 
No I School c-lo••d In I~SS and '•ro•t•"""" chrldren h•'-• comMul•t.l to Buguer. 
K•n- .. •v..-, '-Inc• In 198). t.ht A•tttt'-Att I •at,tt f'Ur<h• ••d th1• bYI1d1aa f or 
._..,.,. . .. and if•'"'"''""" " f<eod4'MY -. ~•• rh• fu .. t cU••wnUv to r .. tabU•h • 
' t hool U.. G••tt•• Co•nty, • d•Mott•lf•tlon th•t •duc.a_doa "'•'- lmeHlrt•nl to thr 
bl•c lt communhy h o m th~ o ut .. .-t. (Phntutr•l1h1 Wlfll•m T o .. tt ....... 19 13 . Smut • 1 
I ort lby-. Stat~ (.oll rtgc. for1 ll•y~. K•u-. .... ) 
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Although publlc mlpllM'tnl'nn "''"' ~· amvlng to ru~<ll "'""'''ln 

1\dnSdS. and p.srutul.srly to NJCod~mus 50ml' oth~'l' services g.:'" r.•llv t~k.·n 
for <!r~nted lx'!l•'" to cii'SIIppcnr dunng thrs pcnod Nrcodl!mu' lo>lll\ f>O'I of 
fM·e on Novrmbt>r .!0. 195:J. after P"'"'u~nl l>wr~ht F."rnhow~r clo<<'d thou 
~nds ol rural J)<»t offrt:<lS "' ''" ~flnrt t<> conwlidat~ and ~u .. unluw the U S 
Post.sl 5.mn<.:. ' R.-,•r.'11<l J<X" \Vihuo, who Mil bt·•n bU<o'l'Of Ju•uc• ol 
1"'"'" .uvl JlO'Im" ter lor the past S..'\o•n ~...:ol5 con<lue1o!d the only bu~~' In 
N~~;od,mus In h!s hoow .,_. Wh<nr the• 11051 ofl~r, t~'<l R~" rend Wilson be 
!PO """mg .:and~ to th•• chddrPn oo thr '"".., '' !rom h 'now story rtlSicJ, nc, 
!I h1 .tru<tur• "''''" four room frame umt "rlh u CJ<sbl~ ruol) A, lhl.' wvo•nth 
f""lm~~ll•r tn thl' vlll~!ll' sin'" 187!!, .unJ f""''" nf thl! AM l Chur.h, he was 
on• of tho: guidrng foru:. rn th<.' cornmunu~·, :lo•wlopmcnt 

Throughoutthel.lt.• 1"'4l)....,rdmud•olthe Mrt, j')!;(l ,Ncodo."1Tlu\-.~ 
conskle!,.J thu <~rill r 'ol black ahaors lor Cilftll.lm County I h lllrtuck P'" 
' u'lal more dunng thiS pcnod than 11ny prior d.'Cadc In th"' ''"' nlk!lh "'" 
tury 4 Acml tii'S on the to .. nsu"' parti:>llyg<•utTah'll r.nlstrlhutJOn of fllmllk: n 
oddroon to th11 &huukrng uf the Farrvll'"' ~nit m• nt P<!oplo l:>c<,Jo.m to us.· th<? 
hM.\:n-.alt' for v.u1o1 1.._ socJa.lncttvtties thu,, --~sun~ •tructui~.S W\'h H't yt.lt,d .u1d 
nccupl~ Unfonunntdv. t<'Sidlllrts h.rtl ir,,.f wry lrttlt• rntunll tn I'Mtnt~rn 
stru"ul'\!5 or town lot' ::Sarno• ••lforh ""' "'>r1h nuung In ill IIJ both the I 11>1 
B.1p1"'1 Church .mel th•• S~tnt Frandi llot>•l "'''' tuccocJ to Pfol\<lnl furtht'T 
tit •,onon~non olthdr bii'ICl.tonc fa.:ihk "":,.:,., olthe Plderly rt>loatoo to the 
to.<Tl'>l'<l for ~'C\1!\ty M.my of th;.!!.C p..-opk had b\.ed m lilt! ""'mil p ~ ol 
thdr u~.:. butl~h "'"'" curnfiJft~b~ L\ ug In th·· vtn:ag, f'K:IIlo:f to C.lh~rs thm 
•''!• Aftl'l' hi!jh school nutmlgnllton Mrong young peopl•• was l"""•'l••nt Rv 
th•• close of the flo.'llod thcr<! w"re only 12 f,urufr,.,. '""drng on tho rown'oit• 
kow wrth chtldr.,n ~~~··ndm!J Nrcodc'""" s, hool &»<'d upon th• h~fuctron or 
J"'"""d Dt•tn<l No 1 "-ch rol u:a< ch :t cro.., 11tlJO (rlGUHL lfi . JO) 

1960-1974 GRADUAL DECLINE 
The bwk p po ot rl ""od' m~ nru u~od to d. dull• thwu!Jhour tho• 

1%1 1< Only 12 chrl·~n ~lh!tld~...J gt.lll.· ocnnulrn H•U Crty end high 5<:hoolln 
Bogue Mo•t \IOUII'J ,,dult' h••d lnOVf'l.lnwny "hoi,• the ~l<f,•rly \O.ho t~matnro 
In tlr<' cortununlly o•lllwr r••ntc•d 'Old. or b••qu~•tho!d thdr [,mrJ tu r~..tu11• lhl• 
burtlo•n F.wntu.,lly thl' cld,•rly mrgrat,'<.f to tl11 b.Mn>~to.> R,.., .. f,·ntl .... ho 'ur 
~don Socoal !xcuruy h.ld wtuallv no"''"'" ol m;unllllntng thclr homes 
thus r.!;od,ntldlsuu tu~t~on th~ tO<>.n I• de:enorato~ 4 Asot!wr~d cd pt.:>p 
o?rty v.a> ldt ur ... th n<kd cr,,.. ng ll number of • mp.'Y dOC'Caylng ham•' •uuc 
tur.-s :sc..ut.'"od tlrr<<~ ~\; out the• ,,...,., h p 

W;,.Jlmy1nn Srr. t'l .... •em'-"Ci ~~ndf.>n"""CC tlh r~ v.\!ri' mor~ \ ..t(i111t lob now 
II""' 'trutiUfl'' "''"'' or tht• t\'m&lnln!] t>ullulll<j5. such ~· S..yllr• Stoh .snd th" 



• 
M.uonlc I tall. In thl.' on<<: pro>p.·rou' '"'~'"""' tlbtrict """r" vacant and stood 
lrkll monurnomts to thl.' l.'dtllct black colonl,t$ who h<od but II tht= Only a l..wol 
rile ht~onc 'tructur..s tNitocl;:rnus l owr.-htp I tall Sa1nt Ira nets Hotl'l. Rrn 
&pMt Church M<i pilrY>M!J<' 11nd Stvv.01r1 Cio1ns houwl along Wa.shlllgton 
Sll~d .... r~ uccup"od 01 In llvabl•• condlllon Although II r ...... , .... i<J.>nce "'o!JI! 

mov,-tJ on tho•I(>Wil"'" (lor ~"'mpl1< l,skJ,·rK.:S 01\'fl~ by Rob..'fl and Benha 
Can,r, lJoyd WeUtngton Guy and Ju.,nlta Rmlcl 01nd lvo~!t:e ,nd h..ddi.! 
S"•IA'll drld a f•w othen; V.<t.? "l<P'Indcd (!Of ... x~mpko. tnc T ""Y lcU11!1y'' t«>· 

kk'llC<'. ond Clarl'oct! nnd Yvomw ~~ 'tolsld.,tlCi?), th~r.: v.as ro?lanvely 6nle 
~UYII\: fhe population r~ucnoo ion .!d '"""Y lrtt>hiJV 50C>i1l and cultur41 
clubs (such OS t/.., M.uor.s, wt~'m 5tM and Am('nc/ln legoonl ro rnocuwv 
There ju~t U.ffC not mough rcorl•• to uppo•t rrwny of the ongoing ctvk: proj 
o?tiS and IlL !Miles 

A~ the popul.'loon drmrr~W!<!d ph\151Cill det,'fi0fo11l0fl ol h~torlc buildings 
also occuncd Th1• only buslncss to open dunng lht> pomod v.a.s :"'"W>s Ro!S 
~luro~nt 1n I <J6!! I h•• owner Ametlil Nc11ln' purcha!K'tl .. nd tnO<il!d th" po:>t 
ofhc~ burkln19 olpproxnnatdy Otl\l bl«k north In 1967 She wnovatt'd th.• 
on~ ~tory frllme bu!l.lni<J by townng the O<lii>Ung "'ails "'"h a-be<.lo< sld1ng 
.1nd reroofing "'11h "'PMh $h1nglcs In npt n "!Jd' >l.ltron c.U11 I Ml. Nev~ns v~ 
Cdtt~d the >lrlKIUhl in I '173 v.lwn demand lrom t<><rn<" dnd truckv" on lhotrr 
w~y to Colo~<~du d1m1nl>h~'tl I 

Thl.' cmlgr311on fnrced NKodt·m•a. In WdiLWt~ 1ts lututt:. 1 he laf9'! condn 
!1"111 ol p.t>l r .. ">ld~nts who had moved to Otlllomiot 11nd th•• PMlfrc Norlh""""t 
'"""''''II intcr .. ,tc.J lrlmo11nt~lnln9 II<'< With Nlcod1!111US. In l977, theSII con 
c.,mcd tndlvlduals agr~l·d 10 lnvt••tln Nlcoch•mu,' future by crowtrn!l anmcor 
Jl<>rMed body, Nicodemus w ... ~. Inc The corpor<'IIIOn, indudtng Orlo dlld 
V('fdt•ll Vo•nDuvull ""d Andr<~ Cl.lrk w~s formed to assist in busmess educa 
uon, proVIde ~holllr,hlp' dnd p.·rS<.>n.~lluo~rb, dud f1nanc~ 1mptovcmcnt prOJ 
<'C:b lor lhl'U homcplolc<' ,_ Although iht>'l(llitmlbl!s l••lt Nicodemus lor bl<n"' 
opponunlll!'lltdSt!whcw, tlll'Y did not wish 10 rdlnqulsh or JCOpilrdrzl.' the con 
ct:pt of community they lwl rl•!it:owr~d 111 Nrcud~rnus I his r .. ·vuallzauon elton 
hdped to makl.' Ntcodemta rrni<JUt•wh~n currrJMMllo nth~• b!.:tck >octlkmenb 
e.wblt.J,..>d bctu.,·cn I M>5 and I '120 MoM blll~k 5<'tlwm"nt• ol1h1• P'"'od 
111!00 d'"'flfl<'"'~d lim el<llmpl• AUerrSMMth Calilomlal 01' "''!IP. conwll 
datt'd v.\thm <'pilndrr'!l urlw1 """' N"rcodcmus on lh<' other hand. ma1n 
tain .. od liS hbtonc idl'flllty 1n Jlo'lrl b~· rvath1ng l:w..•ond K.lnsa>. to forml'r 
:'<.ICOd..otnus r.£dcnts lor hlldnclal ••>*t~fiC<' 

C•hlom•• rcildomiS "''"'not th, ooly ont~ uho rclu5<:'<1 10 SI/WT ne<> 1<1th 
Nlcod~mu" Ptht rt'.iidcnts ol =-'icod.:mus aU .uound the country rcrumcd ro 
Kansas ;~nnu~lly ro vt•lt l<'lmrly dnd lrknd> rn 114llllbv commun1U..~ As it be 
can,~ rnucastngly dllhcuh to makl' !I<'Wraltnps home <'lnd "-' th" Etllolnap.lbon 

• • 
C..l~bratrorrlwc.mw d wluch• by v..hlth to g...ltogcthcr, the mlc lind !oCOpe of 
the lhrc\! day llfflllf WM ftltNt•d 1<> h'fk'tl tlw cl.lll\.!'' I h< umnclpabon Cclc 
brat10n wM renamed llomt'Comln!J dnd "htodul<'tf on tht· fd,t ..,,.~kcnd ul 
.July, or tht! h"t wu kt·nd of Augu~t 10 aUow mor<' l11mtll•~ 10 Mkc oil from 
lh<'lt J~ and r~:tum to Nrcudo'fllu• •• By the mid lq70>. film '" "'·ere 
pl.;nnmg theu vacauons 11round llomccomrn!l ~nd ln,.hng th.·~r !rt .. nd• 111 re 
o;pecnv" 't"'"" to)Oin tho"n lor th" wo.kcrrclln Nlcodcmu cnGURE 111· 11) 

nGURE: Ul· ll: tmanclpatlon Ct:lrbr•llon fal,o kno~n a. Horntcomlog b~ mtnp lc>o 
cat tuJdttnu) pantde, pholog.taphtd In 198.3 Ttu• aunulll•ll• or tbjp: c•ltbrttJon ..,,., 
mo\e_d In 1950. from Scnagg-. GrQ\.f' all;tHJ th• ';tolomon Hlur. to 1ht cown tu...:U Tht! 
pand~ thUJ b«c.rnf' on~ of thf' m•n't' fnU\-hlu ll.oodaltd with t.h• ccltb,.tion. •od 
n.•ldentli •nd vhltor-. •Ill•• partlflpl!ltf" WhOIOfflph l\~rtu f-ly) 

W11h thl' natiOn's B~et•nt.rmllll .:~ppro.xhlng r.£dcnts of Nk·O<lr•mu< lo•ll a 
paramount net'd to doc:um• n1 t/,. h<nl~ ol Nocodt!mu~ ftnd it< >lgmltcance 
And bring d\llt hf,tocy to rh.J et!l'llllon ol 11101'• AmeriCans. Uoyd Well ngton 
lor "xampf~. ddYOCat,"<l compiling o -II• n and \'1.\Udl lt>COrd t>f tho.' to...n so 

thai our gro~nckhlklr.:n can r.od 11bout th• hi tory And th<'Y won 1 howe ,...,., 
ruch i\ hdrd bme ~~.ond"lllg llnd frgunng out the "'"Y u.~ had (It) 14h<~l """ 
come along b<-cau\4! a lor of our ~'OIIng Jl<-'Opl(' around hero.' nov. don t 
knolo. nolhtng about tht> ht..roty Pt>ople """~' tvll thoan an~ !:>o I think .t is 
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• • 
good If th.-y U IA.:U o:wrvbody th~ hbtory lo·t them kll<1" dOOUt what hap 
pt:IWd J1>t ~ '""'I! but enlhU'!II>,IIC f! >It OOluiU< tuday 

1975-1983 RESETILEMENT AND RENEWAL 
Till< !<lr,. "' tho \1(!11"5 be~C~n I<J J lind I1J:<;_j l\; fl'mU\ ro>•idi'nl5 

rMd" concerto•d attempts to r~hisbtlot.ltc h"tonc tlnl< '"""' on town and ,.1thUl 
the n.:~tby t~nslup Dunng tlw>t• ~«•rs. "''"'rlll hou'"'S 1\l<~t•'<l ouhld<' of 
Ntmd~rnu, fm ''"'tmpl<> homM 0\lon,od by Ol.1 Wtlwn Ru-<• Stok~•. thP 
N.tpuo.' fo1mlly and Virgil Robln>on .Jr "''''" ro•kxoll~d to town r onunatdy. 
ttwsc.• >ltUtiur~' o~qUIIl'd only minor r.•p.~trs Th<•typic.tlrestd~ntl."> WL'I<'on" 
.utll Ut1t' lholf 'tooy fr.~mc• unit•. cowr..,d I'Uh hunzortLtl wood or d'hc•to~ <kl· 
tng, dnd hnd mlhcr a 'impl~ 9"ble or htfli<X>f cowro rl,.1th Mph<llt <bing!...,;. In 
,,.ldrhon il !Oic~dv Ouw of tMile" .1mwd In I® n O....T"'ll by th~ 13rogd«ot• 
S"'tlll~• II 14mld and Vl'oyll. ftnd S<lyo·rs I he trml"'' ,.,.flo.'<to.od th< 'I""''" by 
son11 lldtlw.s lo tt tutn lor cxt.:ndro p< t iods to jl;.co.Honou, 

In 1'175 H<'h'lo."!!d L C 1\i.:x.>nd~t •·ml•ukt'Ciupcmthe t rs• slgruircant 
SI•'P 1~.uds the t<>~bbuct>On of " "''" I trst B.tpu t Church santtlJillY w.t 

nooth of tho extslmg c:hurch 1 The"""' Sll\Kiuoc v.ould '""''on the "'me "te 
as ihe ...,,fko, IX.S(k dugouts and sod hous.-s. Unckr 1ftqd u tl1Qnolthepas~or 
volunteers ~~~and pr~l ;'\;ICOCI"'"u r.om!cniS CX('(tJt\!d aU con>truc 
nr.n \lc.'\r~ "'-C'-'J'l th4" brlCX \.....,4 ..-r ftnW, '-'hkh y.a~ dOtW by~ contractuc from 
W~ehrLI K.mM Tho btollding 1<35 dedlcl•t~'<.lth~ follt"'-1119 S.'Ptffl1her 21<. 
I<J7•• UrM•II nunpl~non lhe 1907 Stone ~uuctur.- v.as <lll>ll•7t..d rnto a F~l 
lOW\htJ'l H<11l Mtd still scrws thl.' coonrnunrtyrcx!.ty 

D\."1-pll.: chc VUidgtal't u,n'llr\' to ph•scrvc the ~9111hc·.,nt ~IJUt,;.Surc ltm .. ~ V.(lli. 

lliJI '""'·'Y' 1111 lht•n ;odl• by 11)72. th<• M.lwml' 11.111 "'''' lnm down and l! 
mMko•o compllt·d of p..>rapct clement. of tht< bu1lchng '"''""'!Into 11 con<r.:tc 
~bt1nd ••r('<hod ''In Jllh(). ::...wr• Sturo• "'a 111~ r.v,•d and rcmov.'CI for pub 
llc safety I hl' Stl>ll\! budding had lt'mlltn. d unoccupied .md dtl•nooatmg foo 
KWo.tl Y< m J>n<>r to cfpmofr!IOfl (lh" stom• o.·mnomt> ~,~..,,., pl]ul ntoar rhl' 
ruins of tlw "1<'14'811 Goins house on the "'" n\lt<r f, , hnurp use ) 

G "'"the rapid physkal dU,'TtOr•th<>n- oo ot hutMn re50Urces, and th< 
n~cd for ~t.ln('e 10 help pt-'S<l'T\" rn:.r v.hlch "'m'""''d. , histone ch>trx! 
nomtnaloon "'" ll"'I"'",.J for rh<' :\a:;orol f(,'!JISI•" of H tone I'Ltc<~ b); rhe 
Aho.,\nwr~e"n BICentennial Corpur~IIOn Ul 11171 N odt'TTIIJS "'ol.S dcs!g 
"'''' I ..r~d npprowd as a :'>olllQO.tl H tone: f md!TIIIrk In J'J7u Thts cl..'Signa 
Mn provfd,d uty.'n<y ilrKI pnonl): I<> tn~ villi!~ s requ 1 for 4$>l$t.lo~ h 11M 
C:Onti•'Y.:.J tl"• tOWns 'IIN1Vil) <houlrf be a naUOti..,J COIIC•tn 

Tim Nntton.ol H1"nnc I.Andm.uk tf,-slgtl<llton nkty ftJII< hvlpt_'tl ''' P"f 
>Uddo• tht• IJ ~ 11t•pM1mt•nt of flousrng dn.J Uol~o~n 1Jo·wlof1111ent tHUD) ro 
•• w~nl ~ long llwatted elderly and low lllCUIII~ huu-lng profl'ct In Nicodcm~. 
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n,. 1tJea "'"~ onglnally COOCt'IVed tn 0nt S....1tlt!l s home Ill IJ..'C>:IIIbolf J %9 
by "'X young 111<!11, aB Mll\I~'S of N.cod•'tltus. horn 1970 to 197ii l.ol5 
Ak>Mndct', the I O\o11\>ldp Board and 5<1Wr.ll key ntlh'r" ''"'ggl"d to o;ecure 
ne.... lnc>q><ttSIII• hou>lti!J for tho! elderly, And fund. fo• rdMbittaung hom<!S 
o....nal by N>eo<kmus r~nt~ 50 Thclr dtoru "•n' r,.,...,,d,'<ftnl'J75 whl'n 
HUD approv.xltl"' ~2!'..0 000 T urnlu, H Kl'llrrg Projt'<t Ry I ?71> ftw dupfcx 
uno~,.,,.,., burh ~,~...,,,of the FIN &pn ·• Church ~I the romeo of W.,.hmgtcm 
and Founh Str<'<'t' (fiGURE 111 · 12 ) lkfuwrhc end''' dw "''"• th•'Y"'+'rP. 
occupied Since thc HUIJ proce..> .... .,deLty.•d .utd ~f'l'tnf'rt.lhod HUD funds 
w•)uld nul ct>Wr tho• 1rrlr•nd1'd sco~ of lht! project. cornmunrly dw~l..,pm ... nt 
lund~ "'''"' then Sl'curcd to complete the community <l'lll\'1 - h,111 krtrlwn 
and sm11U ollie<: on thl! >OUtltea.r corowr of tlw Ito• uulinltt.,h• limtt.'tl street 
f><lWilwnt In I ')76 • 1\ lnwn,hrp lrro ,l.tNnn 10 tiw v.o~ of tht• prQ)l'<l I<M bu11t 
m 19711 whl'n thn 'IT••et• adtBCI'ntto the: h<•u• ng piOt<!CI v.crc o.>sutfM•'<~ A, 
f11mrl "' "'' Pftl.xlto moo.·e Into thO? liUIJ loousu111 w tlu• Vtll.s "-' k>CIIlot"ii 
dents ccllll othcos "'"''~ Pf..OC.CUJ>',,.J «1th ro•h.,blhtbllng rho 11 hom<'~ Res! 
dco.:cs <llld ollt<'l litructures on thco I""'Tt '" und,ruocnt ""''nsl"' .... ~u,~r 

f ILURE ltt. t2 Mh Clt.m.,ntht~ Vauqhn In front of hn ""Vute· duplt). photoor-phtd 
In 198J In 197b. • HUD hou.tlng c.omplt'x ('Othl,tlrttl uf llu• duplf"JI. unth, -.--.~ buUl ..._ 
lhr ... omrt o l w .. ,hlng:ton And Founh Sli«•H·• · R•fr n t1d tn by hu .. t '"'"'idrnh _., 1hr 

VJ1101 , I hi' hou ... ln !J (:ORI(llf!' f or tbe Clldfll'ly •• __.0 t .. lfoiUffl'"' .. t.Onltuunily (' .. nt .. r, 
( Pholt•Qr.•t•lu I n fhuluHll tly) 
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proofing, electrical and plumbing improvements, and facade restoration. By 
1976, each house also had a well or cistern. 

The addition of substantial housing helped to generate the return of 
former residents - retirees and the elderly - who wished to spend their final 
days in their homeplace. Uoyd Wellington, a former Nicodemus resident, de­
cided to return In order to avoid the "hustle and bustle" of California 59 The in­
crease of population in the mid-1970s and an initial demand for commodity 
services. also drew Ernestine Van Duvall back to Nicodemus in 1974 to estab­
lish the first and only buslness on the townsite In ten years, Ernesline's Bar-B­
Que.60The structure consists of a conglomerate of frame (board ar.d batten), 
concrete block, and asphalt shingle. 

By 1978, the population had increased to 100 residents. The increase of 
traffic on dlrt roads and the necessity to en lice others to rerum, resulted in the 
establishment of a Community Development Board, comprised of the Hous­
ing Authority executive director and the Township Board members.E' They se­
cured HUD lunds to pave the remaining streets In the town.s!te; since there had 
been only defacto zoning and structures had been built in the pubtc right-of­
way, street alignments had to conform to the existing condilion.62 Telephone 
and electrical wiring were buried and curbs and gutters were Installed when 
streets were paved. 

Most residents viewed these changes with a mixture ol nostalgia and a 
feeling of optimism. "II really gives me a good feeling to know that these things 
are happening in Nicodemus," reponed Mary Eli?.abeth Alexander Gage. 
"&cause I still think of this as home, although I was born and raised out on the 
farm, this is where I socialized and, of course, my brother and sister-in-law still 
live here. So this is where my roots are. " 63 

The demand for a more relioble water source and system was generated 
in the lale-1970s. According to lhc 1980 census, taken by Yvonne Sayers, 
there were more than 27 families on the town site and an 11 additional families 
residing In the township. An Economic Development Administration grant al­
lowed Nicodemus to Install a 100 foot-tall water tower on Block 20, and a 
water system, which was used by the "Villa" and 7 families in town. 64 

The increase of residents also generated a demand for local recreation. 
Washington Street developed into the chief recreational zone. With the Town­
ship Hall anchoring the east end of the block. a playground was built on the 
site occupied earlier by the Masonk Hall. A combination baskelbalVtennis 
court end prdctico court wa•latc>r built in th" middl<1 of th<1 oamQ block.~ The> 
remod<!lled Priscilla Art Club's party room completes the village faciitieswhich 
are frequently used lor .wdding recepllons, dub parties, special pi::nics, har­
vest celebrations, and Homecoming activities. Behind these facililics, Is a pub­
lic park and travel r<!sl area. This designated open space is used by the resi-

• • dents of Nicodemus for private and community picnics and by travelers as an 
overnight rest stop. Large trees shade the area and provide a backdrop lor the 
historic landmark marker. 

Thlt ta whett my roots ate. 

Other land tracts In and nearby Nicodemus were transferred to farmers 
who were sometimes unaware or simply unwilling to preserve the historic 
properties. For instance, by 1975, Sau99$ Grove had been sold to a new 
owner, who cleared the entire tract of cottonwood trees and planted an alfalfa 
field in its place. 66 

Despite all the improvements made In the area and the anticipil!ion of 
peOple planning to rerum permanently, Nicodemus helplessly watched the 
steady deterioration of the Stewart/Gotns house, on the west end of the 
townslte.67 It was one of the lew early stone structures still remaining on the 
townsite as an example of vernacular residential architecture ol that ;:>eriod. 
During the winter of I 982. the stone structure was severely damaged <.nd be­
came a ruin by spring of 1983. 

More structured social Interaction has been restored through the resur­
gence of church activities. Sinoe Reverend Helm, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, became a resident In the townsite in July 1983, weekly Bible Training 
Union meetings, church meetings and conferences, choir rehearsal, and usher 
and elder board meetings ht~ve resumed with great regularity and dil:gence. 
Seniors utilize their live-day-a ·week lunch program at the "Villa" community 
center to transfer community news and upcoming events. Young residents as­
sist in organizing the lunch program, taking the elderly on errands to the doctor 
or store in the village's newly-acquired bus/van, and maintaining the town 
park and playground. Various special committee meetings (such as Home­
coming and Historic PreseMltion) and the volunteer lire department drills o f­
ler civic involvement and companionship. 

Although only 58 residents st111 reside In Nicodemus, to most the town re­
mains a place to which to return- to retire. The community retains its historic 
agricultural character, vast skle5, and expansive views. Small frame houses, 
painted an assortment ol colors, line Washington Md Second Streets. During 
the day, residents are preoccupied with farming responsibilities as the weather 
permits or visiting a neighbor for lunch at the "Villa" community center. Most 
important, a strong IAAiing nf community still p<!rrneates the town. A feeling 
cultivated and fueled by more than one hundred years of perseverar.ce and 
unwillingness to give way. 

Nicodemus is shll an unincorporated town In the Nicodemus Towns hip, 
but the course of its history and the issues it faces for the future are not different 
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from thtt "'u<'S of •ncorpor•tcd t.,..,, It Is 11\.'fY much b~• Ml<ldle Amt'n<dn ru 
Ml 1111~ but n is also unique~' a oun.:~tmth<antun,: blac-k 5<'ttlenwnt Very 
f('V. ~or towns can bo.ll.t of the omduRinc" 11nd accomplbhm,nt ,xh)b 
lt,od by Nltodemu'"" Wlwth~r t\l'O l~mllie or two hun<lr.'<l r.umll..,. h'!>ld .. 
thl!t<l fm Y"~"' to com••ls not vttal and tn !.tel lllCOnwqu~lllt.ll to N>cod('!Tlu~ 
"""'v~l For Nlcodcmlan~ 4111.1 n~o~ny oth1tr r~id••nt~ In bl~ck scnlemems. 
Nicodemus l> d rl!dllty hi'«IIN ll Is In the minds and hcaots uf thus.• who hdvt' 
~w• bv.>tl thl'r<' Thl'f•' ~Milal~~ocsys bell dt~am fen l'ltmd .. mus JU~t 11'1115lorda 
th••n h~d CllliiSIOn~d I his cullcrhvP- ded•C<Jlton to the dream ....,u ana.., 
1\ cod<!mlb lo tr."""'""" the ••alit cs of tomorr.,.. b<!caUS<~I't'lcodemu• "'"be 
wroo ~~ohatn•• end '''Ill cndur<? Oll•ll~nW b..lsi>d upon tis r~o'nts' corn1111t 
rncntto th<? conc"J)) of cornmunlty • 

nOURr 111 13· The Am"'Tinn Mcthodl.tt Epl.tcopaJ (A.M L J Chun.h _,.~ or,.•nl.t~d In 
Ntc:odrn1u... b eatly ._, i879 llo ,..f"."'Wf th• con,r-eg-.tJon. ""hlch had pr.-,.fou..~1v b•"" 
hotutd tn • nru.ctun nor-th of thr ~chool did not m CM:t Into thl• 1885 •tructuu~ u.ntll 
1910 fP'bOCotJilpl\~ C..~ ton r,•~•l) 
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• FOOTNOTES 

1 The Stondo.rd Atlos of Grohom County (19()6) (oceupants of Nkodemus 
and Nicodemus Township). included the followi119 people and their 
occupations: 

General Merchandise 
G. M. Sayers 

Farmer 
Blackman, Henry Section (S) 28 Township (T) 7 Range (Rl 21 
Grant, John (retired) Sl!T7R21 
Lored, J. W. S3T8R21 
Robinson, Lissie S24T7R21 
Smith, B. B. S21T7R21 
Welton, M. S21T7R21 
Williams, Emma E. S22T7R21 

Farmer and Stockraiser 
Alexander, Andrew S23T7R21 
Bates, J. P. S4T8R21 
Cannon, David S24T7R21 
Coleman, W. C. S26T7R21 
DePrad, J. A. S27T7R21 
Aetcher, T. J. S15T7R21 
Girley, Richard S24T7R21 
Red, Lewis (sic) S26T7R21 
Slssal, William S27T7R21 
Weaver, J. A. S22T7R21 

Negro occupants 
J. S. Napue 
R. B. N~pue 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Atkinson 
Mr. and Mrs. John Jackson 
J. C. B. Lewis 
William Dabney 
James P. and Annie B. Bates 
John W. Lored 
T. S. Bonty 
Carrie Dabney 
Pel'l'\l Bates 
J. A. Weaver 

2 A few abandoned houses - the VanDuvall, Calvin Sayers. and Vaughn 
homes - in the township and on the townsite had libraries filled with 

• • books, albums, and sheet music. 
31ntervlew with Mary Elizabeth Alexander Gage, by La Barbara Ay, 
Nicodemus, Kansas. 5 August 1983, p. 3 . 

4 1bid,p. 17. 
6 1ntervlewwlthAivin Bates, by La Barbara Ay, Nicodemus, KallSClS. 13July 

1983, pp. 32-33. The old Stockton Trail, three miles north of Nicodemus 
and due east of Stockton, was an early stage route which became known 
as the White Way, a white chalky road surface. In 1937, 11 was black­
topped and changed to Highway 24. or North 40, until circa 1964, when 
Highway 24 was relocated three miles south, on the north edge of 
Nicodemus. (The relocation provided better accessibility for residents in 
Nicodemus.) Another county road was built ten miles south of the 
townsite, known as the Red Line or South 40. It was considered the route 
to Ellis. West o r Nicodemus, Highway 18 intersects Old Highway 24, or 
North 40. This j unction is identified by two physical elements: a beacon or 
radio tower and the "Big Curve," or " Balance Curve." named because of 
the radius of the road Supposedly, cars could go fast around the curve 
and remain upright. whereas, with a 90 degree comer, it was Impossible to 
travel at such speeds. Interview with Bernice Bates, Nicodemus, Kansas, 7 
July 1983, pp. 24-25; interview with Bernice Bates and AMn Bates, 
Nicodemus, Kansas, 29 June 1983. p. 20 (7a). pp. 1-2 17b). 

6Nicodemus (Kansas) Western Cyclone, 8 July 1886 Accorcing to this 
newspaper report, the original Emancipation Celebration commemorated 
the emancipation of the West Indies from slavery. 

7 1ntervlew with Bernice Bates, 13 July 1983, p. 5. 
8 1nterview with Alvin Bates, p . 5. 
9 1ntervlew with Orlo VanDuvall, by La Barbara Fly, Nicodemus, Kansas, 30 
July 1983. p. 8. 

10 Interview with Mary Gage, p . 5. 
11 

Interview with Gordon Frederick Williams, by La Barbara Fly, 1\icodernus, 
Kansas, 2 August 1983, p. 3. 

121nterview with Orlo VanDuvaU, p. 9. 
131ntervlew with Gordon Williams, p. 4. 
1~ Interview with Alvin Bates, p. 5. 
1~ Interview with John W. Vaughn, by La Barbara Ay. Nicodemus, Kansas, 

30July 1983, p. 12. 
161nterview with Orlo VanDuvall. p. 12. 
17 lnterview with Ora Wellington Switzer, by La Barbara Ay, Nicodemus, 

Kansas, 23 July 1983, p . 12. 
18

William L. Katz, Eyewitness: The Negro in American History (New York: 
Pitman Publishing Corpordtion, 1967). 
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1~ It should be understood that Negro landowners were not the only ones af­

fected by the dust storms and drought of the thirties. Farmers across the 
Midwest, particularly Kansas and Oklahoma, were devastated, leaving 
their farms for other sources of employment Most of them did not return 
to farming as their principal employment, but migrated to urban centers for 
steady revenues. 

20 Interview with Alvin Bates, p. 18. 
21 Interview with Bernice Bates, p. 14. 
22 tnterview with Alvin Bates, p. 18. 
231nterview with Juanita Williams Redd, Nicodemus, Kttnsas, p. 15. 
24 Jnterview with Bernice Bates, p. 14. 
25 Ibid., p. 15. 
26 Van B. Shaw, " Nicodemus, Kansas, A Study In Isolation" (Masters Thesis, 

University of Missouri, 1951), p. 110. The Federal Land Bank assisted 
most Negro farmers on the brink ol dispossession. 

27 George A. Griffes, "Papers," Kansas State Hlstoncal Society, Topeka, 
Kansas, 1938. 

26Katz, p. 424. 
29 George A. Griffes, ' 'Old Town of Nkodemus, the Nicodemus Grove and 

Helm's Zoological Collection," Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka. 
Kansas. 

30This phenomenon did not become apparent until the late-1950s, when 
numerous mineral leases were recorded on County Deed Records. 

31 When Interviewed, residents were unable to recall any prior structure on 
this site from 1900 to 1939. One of the oldest citizens, Clementine 
Vaughn, 98 years old, was uncertain, but vaguely remembered an earlier 
Masonic Hall that burned down, existing on the site In the 1890s. 

320ver the years, the building has been maintained and improved. In the 
1940s and 1950s, trees were planted to enhance the grounds around th~ 
Township Hall. (The wood floor was well maintained through the indoor 
roller skating years.) Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing improvements 
have been made in recent years. 

33 interview with Ora Switzer, p. 10. 
341btd 
35 Ibid., p. 11. 
36 Most of the trees that were planted around the Township Hall and park 

area have matured and remai.n healthy today. Recently, young parents 
have encouraged their youth to water and care for the existing trees on the 
townsite, as a continuation of what Mrs. While Initiated. No other formal 
efforts were made over the years, until today; individuals voluntarily main­
tain their respective lots. 
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371nterview with Ora Switzer, p. 13. 
381nterview with Fredonia Robinson DePriest , by La Barbara Fly, 

Nicodemus, Kansas, 22 July 1983. The Blow-In Cafe was the only estab­
lishment which served liquor in Nicodemus. 

:JY Interview with Gordon Williams, p. 5. 
401bld, p. 4. 
41 lbld., p. 5. 
42 Jnrerview with Orlo VanDuvall, p. 9. 
43 "Story of Nicodemus," Hays (Kansas) Dolly News, 12 November 1983. 
440ra Wellington Switzer, who ran the Green Lttntern Cafe, moved to 

Topeka, Kansas temporarily, whll~ her son, Very!, was attending Kansas 
State University; the other restaurant~ hod lost clientele, or closed. 

45 Interview with Alvin Bates, p. 22. 
46 Most stone structures, such as the StewartiGoins house. Sayers Store, and 

Masonic Halt, began to show facade deterioration, crumbling. and rotting 
offrame members by 1959. Left unattended, they were subject to collapse 
In later years. 

47 Titis is especially true of people who once had large homes In the town­
ship. Since their children manied and moved away. and/or their spouse 
had died, there was no need for additional space Of maintenance efforts. 

43 "Enthusiasm to Rebuild Town is Evident at Nicodemus 9~rd Annual 
Homecoming," Wichita Eagle Beacon, 1980. Although the organization is 
headquartered in Los Angeles, California, it is incorporated in the State of 
Kansas and is often confused with the unincorporated village of 
Ntcodcmus. 

49 Interview with Irvin and Minerva Sayers, by La Barbara Ay, 14 July 1983 
p. 20: Interview with Bernice Bates, pp. 19-20. 

~Interview with Lloyd L. Wellington. Nicodemus, Kansas. 8 August 1983, 
p. 15. 

Sl "Pastor Builds Own Church," Wichita Eagle Beacon, 1975. 
&21bid. 
53 By 1975, the First Baptist Church was the only functioning church in the 

town. It has served the town for 75 years Presently. dinners and special 
presentations are held In the large hall. Long range plans for the 29-foot 
limestone building, now covered with stucco, include maJor restoration for 
use as the village's museum and archives. 

541nlerview with Alvena and Ordral Alexander, by La Barbara Fly, 
Nicodemus, Kansas, 10 August 1983, p. 16; in te rview with Orlo 
VanDuvall, p. 13. When the building was razed by "Lean-to·Len," Len 
Schamber of Damar and Vernon VanDuvall removed 1he building mar­
quee and built the marker as a gesture. The stone building, from the upper 
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two floors, was buried in the basement of the Masonic Hall, which was 
northwest of the Vaughn place. (The prop~rty was transferred to the De­
partment of Community Development and Housing when the playground 
was built.) 

.,, " HouSing Project in Works, Spirits on Rise in Nicodemus." Darrell 
Morrow, Wichita Eagle Beacon. 28 March 1971. Lee Everett Switzer and 
Very! A. Switzer were among the six planners who conceived the idea of 
elderly and low Income housing In Nicodemus. 

56 interview with Alvenal!nd Ordral Alexander. pp. 16-17. 
57 The prosect was destgned by Ralph Keller, architect, and built by Pfeifer 

Construction, both ol Hill City. Kansas. 
580nly the adjacent streets were paved in 1976. The remaining streets in 

Nicodemus were hard-packed, din roads, without curbs and guners. 
Y.>lnterview with Uoyd L. Wellington, p. 14. 
00 Interview with Ernestine VanDuvall, by La Barbara Ay, Nicodemus. 

Kansas, 1976, untranscribed. Ernestine VanDuvall was an experienced 
entrepreneur, having served In California as Walt Disney's personal cook 
and later, having operated a sim1lar restdurant with her husband for ten 
years in Pasadena, California. Upon the VanDuvalls' return to Nicodemus 
in 1974, Phil, her husband, suffered a fatal heart attack. Mrs. VanDuvall 
continued with the establishment ol her restaurant, with minimal assist­
ance from local carpenters, such as Virgil Robinson, Jr. Residents patron­
ized her business initially, but the maJOrity of her clientele lived miles away 
in neighboring towns nnd e lites. As Ka nsas residen ts learned of 
Nicodemus, they discovered Ernestine's home cooking and her success 
in Nicodemus. To date. Ernestine's Bar·B·Que remains the only commer­
cial enterprise in Nicodemus, Kansas. 

61 1nterview with Alvena and Ordral Alexander, pp. 16-17; interview with 
Lois Alexander, by La Barbara Fly, Nicodemus, Kansas, 1976, 
untran.scribed. 

62 For example, Second Street does not conform absolutely to the grid street 
pattern because when Lloyd Wellington's house was moved in by his sis­
ter, Ora Wellington Swiuer, it was sited too far to the easL The porch addi· 
tions and reorientation of the entrance made it Impossible to maintain a 
straight center line on Second Street when It was paved. 

63 tnterview with Mary Gage, p. 22. 
64Those on the Nicodemus water system Include: the First Baptist Church 

and parsonage (Reverend Helm). Switzer. Alexander. Bates. Sayers, 
Napue, and Redd. 

651nterview with Alvena lind Ordral Ale.xander, p. 16. 
66 After R. B. Scruggs's death, his second wife. Ollie B. Scruggs. sold the 

• • 
property to the King family, who sold it to James and Marilyn Thyfault of 
Damar, Kansas. 

67 Built in 1909 with the assistance ol Jerry Scruggs, this structure was con­
sidered one of the finest residences in Ntcodemus. In 1982, this unoccu­
pied home was In a poor condition, when Virgil Robinson, Sr. began con­
struction of his residence. 

68Nicodemus Is symbolic ol the pioneer spirit of blacks who dared to leave 
the only region In this country they had known, in a search for personal 
freedom and an opportunity for self-advancemenL 
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APPENDIX 

Ust of Drawings: 

Settlement m Nicodemus Township, Landowners, 1880 1900 
Settlement In Nicodemus Township, Landowners. 1920 
Senlement in Nicodemus Township, Landowners, 1983 

Nicodemus Cemetery, Plan and Roster 
Mr. Olive Cemetery, Plan and Roster 

The First Baptist Church, Site Plan 
The First Baptist Church, North Elevation 
The First Baptist Church, South Elevation 
The First Baptist Church, East Elevation 
The First Baptist Church. West Elevation 
The First Baptist Church, Roor Plan 
The First Baptist Church, Section 
The First Baptist Church, Section 

District No. I School. Site Plan 
District No. 1 School. Elevations 
Dlstrict No. 1 School, Plan and Section 

l11e Fletcher-Switzer Site, Site Plan, 1880 
The Fletcher-Swit2er Site, Site Plan, 1930 
The Retcher-Switzer Site, Site Plan, 1983 
The Fletcher Switzer House, North and South Elevutions 
The Fletcher-Swit2er House, East and West Elevations 
The Fletcher-Switzer House, First Floor Plan 
The Fletcher-Switzer House, Second Floor Plan 

The Henry Williams Fann, Site Plan 

• • 
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