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Understanding the Past 
 
Ninety Six National Historic Site is rich in 
archeological resources due to the park’s long 
historical evolution—from Native American 
inhabitance, through the exploration and 
settlement and the American Revolution, to the 
demise of Cambridge in the 1850s.   
 
Archeological resources are critical to the 
understanding of the past. Without them, the 
past fades away until nothing else remains.  The 
image to the right illustrates the negative effects 
of digging in archeological sites.  Past cultures 
and stories past fade away as a result of illegal 
activities such as metal detecting and looting.  
 
Because the past is our common destiny, please 
support archeological resource protection.  You 
can help the National Park Service protect 
irreplaceable cultural resources from 
unauthorized excavation, removal, or damage by 
reporting any suspect activities to any park 
official.  
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