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Polish-born Thaddeus Kosciuszko was a distinguished military man who traveled across Europe to the 
Americas to fight for independence. He served in the American Revolution continuously from 1776 to the 
war’s end in 1783 and operated not only as far north as Ticonderoga, Saratoga, and West Point, but 
became the Chief Engineer with the Southern Department of the Continental Army.  Kosciuszko earned 
praise and thanks for his courageous war efforts and dedication to freedom from men like George 
Washington, Horatio Gates, Nathanael Greene, and Thomas Jefferson.  A close friend, Thomas Jefferson, 
once wrote that Kosciuszko was “as pure a son of liberty, as I have ever known, and of that liberty which is 
to go to all, and not the few or rich alone.” Considered a contemporary hero of the American Revolution, 
Kosciuszko’s role is nearly forgotten in modern times. Kosciuszko’s skills and abilities used in America – 
and Ninety Six – mark him as a man to remember.  
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Thaddeus Kosciuszko and the American Revolution   
 

“Pure Son of Liberty” 

Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial  

 

Left: Kosciuszko Statue in Philadelphia.  

 

Right: Poland postage stamp (1938). 

Picturing Kosciuszko with saber on left, 

Thomas Paine in center, George 

Washington with flag. Also U.S. 

stamp (1933) of Kosciuszko Statue.  
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Kosciuszko Mine 

Mastermind behind the Siege of Ninety Six 
 Thaddeus Kosciuszko at Ninety Six  

 
When you think of Ninety Six, what names come to 
mind?  Many probably think Nathanael Greene, Henry 
Lee, and Andrew Pickens but one name you may not 
hear often is Thaddeus Kosciusko.   
 
When General Nathanael Greene assumed command of 
the Southern Army, Kosciuszko was there to help.  
Kosciuszko was Greene’s Chief Engineer who some 
consider the mastermind behind the Siege of Ninety Six.  
It didn’t take long for Kosciuszko to become an 
important and faithful collaborator with Greene during 
the Southern Campaign.   
 
“KOS CHOOS KO” might be hard to pronounce but he 
was well-known for his engineering skills and is 
commemorated across the world today.  
 

Mastermind or 

Blunder?  
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