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Brief History of the North Cascades National Park 
 

On October 2, 1968 the North Cascades National Park was 
signed into law by President Lyndon Johnson. Scoop 
Jackson, Dan Evans, Harvey Manning, and a host of other 
visionary Washington State residents recognized the 
benefits that would arise from the new Park.  The enabling 
legislation states in section 101, “In order to preserve for 
the benefit, use, and inspiration of present and future 
generations certain majestic mountain scenery, snowfields, 
glaciers, alpine meadows, and other unique features in the 
North Cascades Mountains of Washington State.” 
 

Harvey Manning later reflected on the legislation. “In 2000, 
they will say, “You were too timid. You compromised too 
much. You should have been more far-sighted, more 
daring.”   I hereby place on record my personal apologies to 
the year 2000.  In our defense, we will then only be able to 
say, “We did not ask for protection for all of the land we 
knew needed and deserved protection.”  After more than 
four decades, it has become apparent that Harvey Manning 
was correct: hundreds of thousands of acres were excluded 
in 1968 as part of the negotiation process. 
 

Iconic areas, such as those around Nooksack Headwaters, 
Baker Rainforest, and Liberty Bell were not included in the 
North Cascades National Park.  Low elevation wildlife 
habitats and old growth forests remain outside National 
Park boundaries.  Many unspoiled rivers and streams still 
do not have the protection that will come with National 
Park designation.  The National Park also failed to achieve 
the recreation and economic benefits that were promised. 
 
The American Alps Legacy Proposal 
 

The American Alps Legacy Proposal will make whole the 
original conservation vision for the North Cascades 
National Park.  Enactment of this Park expansion proposal 
will provide protection for at risk fish and wildlife species, 
create family-friendly recreation opportunities, enhance 
economic benefits in communities adjacent to the Park, and 
include iconic and beautiful places in the North Cascades 
that are appropriate for a world class destination such as the 
North Cascades National Park.  Support for the American 
Alps Proposal is widespread.  Appendix 1 of this proposal 
lists the American Alps Advisory Committee members. 

 
Senator Henry (Scoop) Jackson 
 

 
Governor Dan Evans 
 

 
Harvey Manning 
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Iconic Additions to the North Cascades National Park 
 

Lands included in the American Alps Legacy Proposal range from low elevation rainforest along the 
Baker River to 8,970 foot high Black Peak along the Cascades Crest.  The proposal will increase the 
National Park by 237,702 acres.  It will convert 94,644 acres of the Ross Lake National Recreation 
Area and 143,058 acres of Forest Service lands to National Park lands.  The American Alps proposal 
focuses only on federal lands.  No private, state, or local government lands are included. 
 

The map on page seven shows the proposed additions (cross-hatched areas) to the existing North 
Cascades National Park (dark green areas).  A narrative description of the boundaries is provided in 
Appendix 2.  A topographic map available with the proposal indicates precise boundaries of the 
additions to the National Park.  Iconic areas to be added include: 
 

 
Mt. Shuksan from Nooksack River – Photo by Jim Davis 

 

Nooksack Headwaters (3,790 acres): The 
headwaters of the Nooksack River include 
some of the most picturesque lands in the 
North Cascades.  Mt. Shuksan dominates 
the view.  The beautiful blue waters of the 
Nooksack reveal the glacial source of this 
wild river.  Low elevation forests provide 
important habitat for elk.  One of the larger 
hardwood/conifer wetlands in the North 
Cascades can be found here.  River otters 
can be discovered by alert visitors.  Roads 
on both sides of the river provide easy 
access for family recreation.  The Salmon 
Ridge Nordic ski area on the south side of 
the river will be a popular addition to the 
Park. Existing Forest Service Wilderness 
will be merged into the Park Service 
managed Stephen Mather Wilderness. 

Baker Rainforest (13,209 acres): The Baker Rainforest, with 
its giant old-growth cedars, cascading streams, pristine river, 
and low elevation winter habitats will be a very important front-
country addition to the National Park.  Including this area in the 
National Park will substantially increase low elevation hiking 
opportunities that are currently very limited in the Park.  The 
Baker River Trail is an outstanding place to hike in the late fall 
and spring when high country trails are covered with snow.  
This relatively level trail is also excellent for snowshoeing in 
the winter.  The first three-quarters of a mile of the trail is wheel 
chair accessible, providing a unique experience among towering 
old-growth cedars.  In the winter and spring, observant visitors 
can view mountain goats on the surrounding bluffs, visible from 
the Baker River trailhead parking lot and several places along 
the river.  Black bears, elk, bobcats, owls, loons, goshawks, and 
other wildlife can also be seen in this special low elevation 
North Cascades habitat.   

 
Baker River Trail – Photo by Jim Davis 
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Bacon Creek (10,709 acres): Bacon Creek is a high priority 
stream for salmon restoration in the Skagit River system.  
Bacon Creek watershed also provides excellent low elevation 
winter habitat for wildlife.  Including Bacon Creek in the 
National Park will provide new front-country recreation 
opportunities near the Park entrance, including three-season 
trails, a waterfall tour, and a salmon viewing site.  The Bacon 
Creek watershed was carved out of the Park to preserve easy 
access for logging old-growth forest in the valley.  Including 
the Bacon Creek watershed in the Park will protect this 
recovering low elevation forest from future logging.  

Bacon Creek Salmon – Photo by Jim Davis

 
Black Bear Near Cascade River – Photo by Tom Hammond 

Cascade River (21,042 acres): The pristine 
river, old-growth forests, popular trails, and 
world-class scenery in the Cascade River 
watershed will contribute significantly to 
visitor experiences in the expanded Park.  
Including these low elevation lands in the 
National Park will enhance salmon recovery 
in the Skagit River system and increase low 
elevation habitat for black bears and other 
wildlife.  A recent confirmed sighting of a 
grizzly bear in the Cascade River watershed 
emphasizes the need for protecting habitat 
within National Park boundaries.  Including 
the Cascade River Road in the Park will also 
assure continued access to Cascade Pass, 
one of the most popular areas in the Park.   

Skagit Valley (94,644 acres):  Converting 
the Ross Lake National Recreation Area 
(RLNRA) into National Park will increase 
visitation to the North Cascades. Park 
designation signifies to potential visitors 
that world class attractions are available.  
Converting the RLNRA to National Park 
will also expand low elevation protected 
wildlife habitat and substantially increase 
wildlife watching opportunities.  RLNRA 
lands were left out of the National Park to 
preserve options for Seattle City Light to 
expand their Skagit River Hydroelectric 
Project.  Seattle City Light is no longer 
interested in further developing this area.  

Thunder Creek Trailhead – Photo Provide by North Cascades Institute 
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Skagit Headwaters (84,953 
acres): The Skagit River 
headwaters are among the 
most remote and intact wild 
lands in the North Cascades.  
With towering peaks along 
the Pacific Crest and deep 
glacier carved valleys to the 
west, these remote lands are 
an ideal location for grizzly 
bear, wolverine, and wolf 
populations.  The striking 
views from Cutthroat Pass, 
Granite Pass, and other sites 
on the Pacific Crest Trail are 
truly unmatched anywhere 
else in the North Cascades.  
Rainy Pass and Harts Pass 
are popular high-country 
hiking areas that are ideal 
for inclusion in the North 
Cascades National Park.  

Swamp Creek Watershed – Photo by Tom Hammond 

 
 

 

 
Liberty Bell (9,355 acres): 
The area between Rainy and 
Washington Passes includes 
some of the most dramatic 
Park quality scenery in the 
North Cascades.  With its 
precipitous peaks, popular 
climbing and hiking trails, 
and diverse wildlife habitats, 
this unique area will be an 
outstanding addition to the 
National Park.  Liberty Bell 
will become the most iconic 
site in the North Cascades 
National Park.  Adding these 
easily accessible mountain 
passes to the National Park 
will further expand the range 
of memorable environments 
available to North Cascades 
National Park visitors.   

Liberty Bell – Photo by Ed Henderson 
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Map of Proposed Additions to the North Cascades National Park  
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Youth on Old-Growth Trail Near Newhalem – Photo by Benj Drummond 
 
Recreation Benefits of the American Alps Legacy Proposal 
 

The challenging task of the American Alps Legacy Proposal is to address long-term conservation 
needs in the North Cascades, to assure that backcountry areas are not degraded, to maintain access for 
popular recreation uses, and to enhance front-country recreation amenities for youth and families.   
 

Backcountry management of the National Park will not be changed under this proposal.  This vast area 
will be left in its current wild and natural condition.  This proposal does not include any new roads or 
trails in backcountry areas of the Park. 
 

Most existing recreation uses on the new park lands will be preserved.  American Alps legislation will 
direct the Park Service to work with interested parties to assure that these popular recreation uses are 
continued where they will not impact fish, wildlife, or the outdoor experiences of other visitors.  
Opportunities for Nordic skiing will be maintained.  Party-size limits for groups providing outdoor 
experiences for youth will be kept at their current levels.  Horseback riding will be continued in the 
Park.  Backpacking and hiking will be unchanged under National Park management, with the 
exception of free permits for backcountry camping. 
 

Family-friendly recreation opportunities will be increased substantially along the Highway 20 corridor.  
As indicated on the next page, new recreation amenities will be designed specifically for youth and 
families.  Conservation is compatible with the separate, but equally important effort to bring youth 
back to nature (see: “Last Child in the Woods” by Richard Louv).   
 

Family-friendly front-country recreation along Highway 20 will be developed in a way that is 
compatible with conservation in the park.  The new front-country family-friendly recreation amenities 
will not include RV parking lots or paved trails.  The Park Service will be charged with identifying and 
preserving wildlife corridors that cross Highway 20. 
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New Family-Friendly Recreation Opportunities in the North Cascades National Park 
 

New family-friendly visitor recreation opportunities should be added within the expanded portions of 
the North Cascades National Park.  New recreation opportunities should be low impact and focused on 
front-country areas adjacent to paved highways and other existing roads in the proposal area. 
 

 

Visitor Centers (full service visitor centers shared with other agencies and NGOs) 
- Methow Visitor Center (in or adjacent to Winthrop) 
- Skagit Visitor Center (in or adjacent to Marblemount) 
Interpretive Centers (unstaffed kiosk, booth, or unwalled shelter near parking and restrooms) 
- Washington Pass Interpretive Center 
- Baker Rainforest Interpretive Center 
- Nooksack River Interpretive Center 
Family-Friendly Trails  
- Nooksack Connector Trail (new trail segment linking upper and lower trails via Razor Hone Creek) 
- Bacon Creek Scenic View Trail (new 2-4 mile trail to scenic overlook near Bacon Point) 
- Goodell Creek Landslide Trail (new 2-4 mile trail to major landslide damming Goodell Creek) 
- Diablo Lake Grand Loop Hiking Trail (extend existing trail to fully circle lake) 
- Washington Pass Scenic View Trail (extending about one miles up slope to north for additional view points) 
Waterfall Tour  (improved parking, trail upgrades, and interpretive displays) 
- Ruth Creek Falls (existing parking at trailhead, upgraded short trail to falls viewing site) 
- Newhalem Creek Falls (¼ mile new trail down into very steep ravine, upgraded parking along road) 
- Ladder Creek Falls (existing site behind Newhalem power plant) 
- Gorge Creek Falls (existing developed site along Hwy 20 with extensive parking already available) 
- Buster Brown Falls (existing trail to falls used by North Cascades Institute for education programs) 
- Colonial Creek Falls (existing parking at campground) 
- Cedar Hollow Falls (existing Ross Lake trail needs 200 foot spur to base of falls) 
- Rainy Lake Falls (existing trail and developed waterfall site in Rainy Pass area) 
- Emerald Falls (new ½ mile trail needed along Granite Creek to falls) 
- Willow Creek Falls (new ½ mile trail needed to falls and upgraded parking along highway) 
Ecotourism Sites (improved parking and interpretive displays) 
- Nooksack Headwaters (riparian and wetland ecology, west side low elevation wildlife habitat) 
- Baker River (low elevation old growth forest, North Cascades rivers/streams, and wildlife habitat) 
- Marblemount (native plant propagation center managed by the National Park Service) 
- Cascade River (the role of water in the North Cascades - glaciers, waterfalls, streams, rivers) 
- Bacon Creek (riparian restoration and salmon viewing platform) 
- Goodell Creek (geologic processes in North Cascades) 
- Rainy Pass (wilderness, North Cascade crest rain shadow effects on eastside and west side habitats) 
- Washington Pass (climate change impacts on high altitude sub-alpine habitats and wildlife) 
Cultural Tourism Sites (improved parking and interpretive displays) 
- Goodell Creek (Native American fishing site) 
- Newhalem Rock Shelter (Native American role in North Cascades ecology) 
- Newhalem Powerhouse (new SCL tunnel for power generation leading to greater efficiency) 
- Newhalem Research Station (display area for increasing public awareness of Park research projects) 
- Thunder Creek (old mining area near Thunder Creek) 
- Diablo Overlook (hydropower at Ross and Diablo dams - changing philosophies of land management)  
- Washington Pass (creation of the North Cascades Highway) 
- Harts Pass (history and current mining activity in the Barron Mine area) 
Campgrounds 
- West Side Gateway New Campground (full-service campground with large group camping sites) 
- Goodell Creek Campground Up-Grade (expansion to include more campsites). 
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Mountain Goats in the Nooksack Watershed – Photo by Grant Meyers 

 
Conservation Benefits of the American Alps Legacy Proposal 
 

The North Cascades contain some of the most rugged topography in the world.  While few peaks 
exceed 9,000 feet elevation, local relief is unmatched in the continental United States.  Seventy-seven 
peaks rise more than a vertical mile in less than three miles of horizontal distance.  This topographic 
diversity underlies the high biodiversity found in the North Cascades. 
 

The American Alps provide a core protected area within the much larger ecosystem comprising the 
North Cascades.  The area is home to many species listed as rare, threatened, or endangered under US 
or Washington State Endangered Species laws.  Many of these species are dependent on low elevation 
environments provided by old-growth forests, riparian areas, and aquatic systems.  Wolverines, grizzly 
bears, gray wolves, mountain goats, marbled murrelets, spotted owls, salmon, and other species will 
benefit directly from expansion of the National Park.   
 

The American Alps area also serves as an important linkage corridor between the North Cascades and 
the Rocky Mountains and between the North Cascades and the British Columbia Coast Range.  The 
strength of biological connectivity between these three major mountain ecosystems in western North 
America depends, in part, on the ecological health of this core area in the North Cascades. 
 

The American Alps Legacy Proposal seeks to protect the most critical of these habitats, including low 
elevation temperate rain forests, pristine rivers and streams, and high elevation arid peaks along the 
Pacific Crest.  Expanding the North Cascades National Park will provide the land management 
authority needed to assure long-term ecological health and biodiversity conservation in this critical 
portion of the North Cascades.  For more information on biodiversity benefits, visit the American Alps 
website at www.americanalps.org. 
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Visitors to the North Cascades – Photo Provided by North Cascades National Park 

 
Economic Benefits of the American Alps Legacy Proposal 
  

An economic study conducted by Power Consulting from Montana, Increasing Rural Jobs and Income 
in the North Cascades: the Economic Impact of the American Alps Legacy Project, demonstrated that 
expansion of the North Cascades National Park will create substantial economic benefits in adjacent 
communities. Bringing the Park down to the highway and adding family-friendly recreation amenities 
will increase visitation to the Park.  New visitors will increase use of existing private tourist facilities 
(e.g., lodges, restaurants) and prompt new facilities that will create jobs in these rural communities. 
 

This facelift and economic boost is needed in the North Cascades.  The North Cascades National Park 
is currently one of the least visited national parks in the lower 48 states.  Only Isle Royale National 
Park in the middle of Lake Superior receives fewer visitors than the North Cascades National Park.  
Combined visitation to North Cascades National Park and Ross Lake National Recreation Area 
(RLNRA) is still among the lowest in the 48 states.  Visitation to these two park entities combined is 
only one-tenth of visitation to the Olympic National Park.  Low visitation to the North Cascades 
National Park translates directly into low economic benefits for communities around the Park.    
 

Visitation to the National Park and RLNRA are unusually low given the spectacular beauty and size of 
these national park units and their proximity to several large metropolitan areas. Low visitation to the 
Park can be explained by the fact that no paved roads provide access to the Park.  The only drivable 
access is via a gravel road up the Cascades River.  Low visitation to the RLNRA is explained by its 
designation as a national recreation area instead of a national park.  National parks have a reputation 
for world class attractions that attract more visitors.  Low visitation to RLNRA can also be attributed to 
the limited number of recreation opportunities along Highway 20.  Low elevation trails are generally 
not available.  Waterfall tours and wildlife watching sites have not been developed.  For more 
information on economic benefits, visit the American Alps website at www.americanalps.org. 
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Summary and Conclusion 
 

Biodiversity conservation is at the core of the American Alps Legacy Proposal.  Expansion of the 
North Cascades National Park will protect key refuges for mountain goats, wolverines, wolves, grizzly 
bears, salmon, and many other at risk native species in the North Cascades.  However, American Alps 
proponents are also concerned about who is going to be here in 30 or 50 years to protect the North 
Cascades from mining, logging, hydropower development, and other threats.  Future generations must 
also learn to love the North Cascades National Park.   
 

The American Alps Legacy Proposal increases recreation opportunities for youth, whose support will 
be essential for long-term conservation of the North Cascades.  The Proposal maintains access for 
horseback riders, Nordic skiers, youth groups, and other recreationists (people who will advocate for 
continued protection of the North Cascades).  The Proposal recognizes that businesses in gateway 
communities should prosper from tourist recreation spending, so that local leaders will be there in the 
future to advocate for protecting the North Cascades.  
 

The American Alps Legacy Proposal is a win-win proposal.  It brings better biodiversity conservation 
to the North Cascades, enhances family recreation opportunities, and increases economic benefits for 
communities adjacent to the North Cascades National Park. 

  

 
Ridge Camp Near Snowy Lakes – Photo by Tom Hammond  
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Appendix 1.  American Alps Advisory Committee Members 
 

Polly Dyer 
 

Polly Dyer has inspired conservationists in Washington State and beyond for the past 50 years.  Born in Hawaii 
in 1920, her family lived in many places pursuing her father’s Coast Guard career.  Her passion for conservation 
was fired up in Alaska, but held strong when she moved to Washington State in 1950.  Among her many 
accomplishments, Polly is credited with initiating the first Sierra Club chapter outside of California, co-founding 
the North Cascades Conservation Council, working with Wilderness Society to promote the 1964 Wilderness 
Act, organizing hikes with Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas to save the pristine Olympic Coast from 
logging and development, and successfully lobbying for creation of the North Cascade National Park. 
 
Brock Evans 
 

Brock Evans is currently President of the Endangered Species Coalition.  He has served as Vice President of the 
National Audubon Society, head lobbyist of the Sierra Club’s Washington DC Office, and the Club’s Northwest 
Representative.  His major focus in these positions was on forest, wilderness, and energy policies.  Evans has 
also done scholarly work at the Environmental Law Institute in Washington, as a Fellow at Harvard’s Institute 
of Politics, and as a Visiting Professor at the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies in Israel.  A prolific 
writer and public speaker, Evans has received numerous awards, including Lifetime Achievement Awards from 
the League of Conservation Voters and the Natural Resources Council of America, and the John Muir Award 
(the Sierra Club’s highest honor).  Evans is a graduate (cum laude) of Princeton University and the University of 
Michigan Law School.  He did his military service with the United States Marine Corps. 
 
Dan Evans 
 

Early experiences as a boy scout led Dan Evans to a life-long love of wilderness and wild places in Washington 
State.  After achieving bachelors and masters degrees in engineering, Dan worked with the City of Seattle’s 
structural engineering team.  He served as an ensign and lieutenant in the US Navy.  He is best known for a 
successful political career as a three term Washington State Governor and a US Senator.  Dan Evans has been a 
champion for environmental protection, promoting legislation to preserve endangered species, protect Puget 
Sound from oil spills, and clean up air and water pollution.  Dan’s focus has been on building bridges between 
opposing view points and overcoming the partisanship that has come to dominate politics today.    
 

Peter Jackson 
 

Peter Jackson, a former gubernatorial speechwriter, is a freelance essayist who publishes in multiple 
publications. He serves on the board of the North Cascades Institute, HistoryLink, and the leadership advisory 
council for the Northwest chapter of the National Parks Conservation Association. Peter is a founding board 
member of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation. In addition, he worked to help establish the University of 
Washington Center for Human Rights in 2009. His father, Senator Scoop Jackson, was instrumental in creating 
the North Cascades National Park and adjacent wilderness areas.  Peter has participated in multiple public-lands 
protection campaigns, including the effort to establish the Wild Sky Wilderness. 
 
Wyatt King 
 

Wyatt King is a Director of Albright Stonebridge Group, a global strategy firm based in Washington, DC. He 
has a particular focus on clean technologies, environmental sustainability, and corporate social governance. He 
has a strong background in energy and environmental policy issues and corporate sustainability, having spent 
four years as an energy and environmental policy advisor to members of the United States Congress, including 
Representative Gabrielle Giffords (AZ) and Senator Maria Cantwell (WA). He also worked as Professional Staff 
for the House Committee on Science and Technology, where he drafted several renewable energy research and 
development provisions for the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.  Wyatt is a native of Western 
Washington and a passionate supporter of the Northwest’s wild spaces. 
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Art Kruckeberg 
 

Art Kruckeberg fell in love with the plant world at an early age.  After achieving his Bachelors Degree at 
Occidental College in 1939, he began graduate studies in botany at Stanford University and eventually earned 
his Ph.D. at the University of California at Berkeley.  His thesis on serpentine ecology and evolution started him 
on years of devotion to the ecology of serpentines and other “kooky” habitats.  Art served as a faculty member 
in the University of Washington botany department for 50 years.  Public service has been an important part of 
his career: including adult education, published articles for the general public, and a commitment to regional 
conservation.  He served on The Nature Conservancy board and was a cofounder of the Washington Native 
Plant Society.  
 
Estella Leopold 
 

Estella Leopold attributes her interest in botany and wild lands to her parents Aldo and Estella Leopold.  Estella 
received her bachelors, masters, and Ph.D. degrees in botany from the University of Wisconsin, the University 
of California at Berkeley, and Yale University.  Her research has focused on how analysis of plant pollens in 
sediments can be used to understand plant evolution, biogeography, vegetation history, and climate change.  Her 
first professional position was with the Paleontology and Stratigraphy Branch of the United States Geological 
Survey.  She moved to the University of Washington in 1976 to serve as a professor of botany and forest 
sciences.  Estella Leopold has been a strong advocate for protecting the environment.  She has served on the 
Boards of the Nature Conservancy, the National Audubon Society, and the Environmental Defense Fund.   
 
Mike McCloskey 
 

Mike McCloskey spent his career (1961-1999) working in environmental advocacy, including the position of 
Executive Director with the Sierra Club.  He holds degrees in law from the University of Oregon and American 
Government from Harvard College.  Mike also served as chairman of the Natural Resources Council of America 
and president of the Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs.  He is a member of the World Commission on 
Protected Areas and a member of the Commission on Environmental Law of the World Conservation Union.  
He has recently written a memoir: In the Thick of It: My Life in the Sierra Club, published by Island Press in 
2005. 
 
John Miles 
 

John Miles grew up in New Hampshire and migrated to the Pacific Northwest for graduate school, arriving in 
Bellingham in 1968.  He found himself in paradise for an outdoorsman and student of nature, conservation, and 
environmental learning.  A new college dedicated to the environment was forming, something he could not have 
imagined in his life before Western.  This seemed the perfect setting for such an endeavor, as it has proven to be.  
He began on a grant, served as chair and dean in the College, created experiential programs both for 
undergraduates and graduates, wrote and edited six books (so far, more in the works), and has generally had a 
great time with great students and colleagues over 43 years. 
 
Peter Morrison 
 

Peter Morrison is the Executive Director, of Pacific Biodiversity Institute.  He is an ecologist and conservation 
biologist with over 30 years of experience in ecological assessment, conservation planning, landscape analysis, 
vegetation mapping, and studies of imperiled species.  He has lived, worked, and played in the North Cascades 
ecosystem for more than 35 years and is intimately familiar with this rugged terrain.  Peter has worked for Sierra 
Biodiversity Institute, The Wilderness Society, the USDA Forest Service, Oregon State University, and the 
Sierra Club.  He has served as a consultant for numerous government agencies and conservation organizations.  
Peter has received numerous national and international awards for his conservation science work.  His efforts 
have aided the protection of over 10 million acres of critical habitat in the USA, Canada, and Latin America.  
Peter is an author or co-author of more than 100 scientific reports, papers, published maps, and book chapters.  
Many of these publications relate to some portion of the North Cascades ecosystem. 
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Gordon Orians 
 

Gordon Orians is an ecologist and professor emeritus at the University of Washington in Seattle.  He received 
his bachelors in zoology from the University of Wisconsin and his Ph.D. in zoology from the University of 
California at Berkeley.  His research has focused on the behavioral ecology of invertebrates, the structure of 
ecological communities, and the science-policy interface.  Gordon was the Director of the Institute of 
Environmental Studies at the University of Washington and serves on the Board of Directors of the World 
Wildlife Fund.  He is an elected member of the National Academy of Sciences and Chair of the Washington 
State Academy of Sciences.   
 
John Roskelley 
 

Author and photographer, John Roskelley, is a dabbler in everything outdoors. If he’s not dodging rocks on 
some alpine face in Canada or scratching his way up a frozen WI6 waterfall, John can be found in late summer 
running solo 30 to 40 mile segments of the Pacific Crest Trail or paddling the Columbia River from source to 
mouth.  John admits adventuring flows in his blood. In his first half century, John fought his way up four 8,000-
meter peaks, including K2 and Everest, plus a plethora of devilishly hard, unclimbed shorter Himalayan faces 
and ridges. A graduate of WSU in geology, John’s occupation changes as frequently as the weather. He only has 
one job criteria – independence. His next goal is to outlive his dad who is 94. “But the odds are against me,” 
John admits. “He’s just too damn tough.” 
 
Jim Wickwire 
 

Jim Wickwire has led a double life as a mountain climber and lawyer.  He was inspired to start climbing in the 
Cascades as a teenager after reading the classic Himalayan expedition accounts.   In 1978, Jim realized his 
dream to climb K2 when he and his companion, Louis Reichardt, became the first two Americans to reach the 
summit.  His memoir, Addicted to Danger, was co-authored with Dorothy Bullitt. After serving on the 
Washington, D.C. staff of Senator Henry M. Jackson in the late 1960’s, Jim was a Seattle lawyer until his 
retirement in 2007. For most of his private legal career, he represented the Inupiat Eskimo people of Alaska’s 
North Slope, first helping them secure passage of the 1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, then as legal 
counsel to the Inupiat-owned Arctic Slope Regional Corporation established pursuant to the Act. Jim’s primary 
focus was on land, energy and natural resource issues, including legislative advocacy for enactment of the 1980 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act.  
 
Norm Winn 
 

Norm Winn moved to Washington to climb mountains.  For 25 years he led climbs in the Cascades, including 
Liberty Bell, Early Winter Spires, and Cutthroat in the Washington Pass area of the American Alps.  He was 
President of The Mountaineers in 1976, when he lobbied in Washington DC for passage of the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness Bill.  He was Conservation Chair of the Mountaineers in 1984, when he lobbied for passage of the 
1984 Washington Wilderness Act.  Norm has also been President of the Washington Wilderness Coalition and a 
board member of groups monitoring Mt. Rainier and Olympic National Parks.  As a member of The 
Mountaineers Conservation Executive Committee for 30 years, he has worked on wilderness, park, Alaska, 
water, wildlife, and energy issues.   
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Appendix 2.  Narrative Descriptions of American Alps Legacy Proposal Boundaries 
 
Nooksack Headwaters 
 

The southwest boundary of the Nooksack Headwaters area follows Highway 542 from the junction 
with Hannegan Pass Road to Mt. Baker Ski Area.  The boundary then follows the Mt. Baker Ski Area 
boundary on the north, east, and south sides to Shuksan Ridge.  The boundary then goes straight east 
and intersects the National Park boundary.  The northeast boundary goes east from the intersection of 
Highway 542 and Hannegan Pass Road to a point 100 feet north and east of the road curve.  The 
boundary then goes southeast to Ruth Creek just above Ruth Creek Falls.  The boundary then goes 
straight south to the north bank of the Nooksack River floodplain and follows the north bank of the 
Nooksack River floodplain southeast to the National Park boundary.  
 
Baker Rainforest 
 

The National Park boundary forms the north and east boundaries of the Baker Rainforest area.  The 
high pool level of Baker Lake, the Baker River, and Hidden Creek form the southern boundary.  The 
southwest boundary is Park Creek from Baker Lake to Forest Service Road 1130.  The northwest 
boundary is Forest Service Road 1130 to the sharp bend above Baker Hot Springs and the Mt. Baker 
Wilderness boundary along Shuksan Creek to the National Park.  
 
Bacon Creek 
 

The boundaries for the upper portion of the Bacon Creek area are the boundaries of the National Park.  
The boundaries for the lower portion of the area are the watershed boundaries for Bacon Creek.  
 
Cascade River 
 

The northern boundary of the Cascade River area is the National Park boundary.  The western 
boundary and a portion of the southern boundary are the Forest Service boundary.  The remainder of 
the southern boundary is the center of the Cascade River.  The eastern boundary is the Glacier Peak 
Wilderness boundary. 
 
Skagit Valley 
 

The outer boundary of the Skagit Valley area is the boundary of the Ross Lake National Recreation 
Area.  The portion of the Ross Lake National Recreation Area that is in the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) area for the Skagit River Hydroelectric Project is excluded, as well as a small 
area around the buildings of the North Cascades Institute’s Environmental Learning Center.  
 
Skagit Headwaters 
 

The boundaries of the Skagit Headwaters area are the Ross Lake National Recreation Area and the 
National Park boundaries on the west and southwest.  The northern boundary is the Pasayten 
Wilderness boundary.  The Skagit River watershed boundary is the eastern boundary of the area. 
 
Liberty Bell 
 

The boundaries for the Liberty Bell area are the watershed boundaries for Bridge Creek and the 
National Park boundary on the south. 


