Oregon Caves

Inside the cave

Intimate Adventure Outside Time

Tall trees reach skyward, framing the curves as you climb
a road built just to reach these high-elevation caverns. At
the end of the climb, breathe in the medley of fragrances
exhaled by the ancient forest that blankets the Siskiyou
Mountains. Take a stroll. Listen. Follow the burbling
sounds of a creek. Discover it tumbling out of the rock.
Feel the wet, cold breath of the cave on a hot summer
day—both foreboding and beckoning you.

Nearby, notice how the Chateau curls gracefully around
the creek and cave entrance, embracing it. The rustic
exterior of Port-Orford-cedar bark blends with the sur-
rounding forest. Explore inside the Chateau. Discover
the brook that babbles through the dining room. Relax
in the lobby’s pleasing mix of forest and cave ambience.
Sit, relax, mull over all the nearby hiking opportunities.

Discover Oregon Caves National Monument and Preserve.

Processes Above and Below

Groundwater carved and decorated the
cave over the millennia. Water soaking
through forest soils carries nutrients that
feed life underground. Good watershed
management preserves the natural pro-
cesses that create the cave and sustain the
life within. Downstream, the fresh clean
water that tumbles out of the cave flows
to the Illinois River, one of the last free-
flowing, undammed rivers in the

Pacific Northwest.
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Calypso orchid

Jaguar and grizzly bear
fossils In 1995 a cave team
found the most complete
and northernmost jaguar fos-
sil in the United States (jaw,
right). The cold-storage and
acid-free environment of the
cave preserves animal remains
for a long time. Grizzly bear
bones found in the cave date
to over 48,000 years old!
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More than Cave Tours
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Teeming with Life The Siskiyou
Mountains concentrate more spe-
cies of fungi, plants, and animals
than almost any other temperate
region in North America. Spotted
owls (above) live here in mature,
old-growth forest.
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Oregon Caves: a Wet, Vibrant, Living Marble Cave

An Intimate Adventure Outside Yourself 2
Cave Life
The cave is home to many
M unique animals. Some live no-
i where else in the world. Long
slender antennae help the cave

Going into the cave is going into the mountain and
out of your day-to-day routine. Tune your senses to
hear the cave’s active stream—an unusual feature in Sl "
West Coast caves—to see the cave formations, and to k| '

feel its air flowing. Beyond your senses, imaginea . ./ cricket find food in total dark- :~! : \
. bat flying confidently in total darkness. Caves are & v o ; 3955- :aWGStme" are not spi- . / :
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G i make webs.
awareness than almost any other places on Earth.+ |

Most cave critters are small;
not easily seen, like gry}lob&
tids, or rock crawlers, whose' &
body fluids act as antifreeze, -
and springtails, can lea

harsh environment.

Bats The bats found here
feed mainly on mosquitoes,
moths, and other insects.
Eight bat species shelter in
the cave. In winter, hibernat-
ing Townsend big-eared bats
(right) are most common. All
% use echolocation to feed and
fly in total darkness.

Horizontal rungs on the cave
gates allow bats to fly in
and out safely. To protect
hibernating bats, the
caves are closed

in winter.
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From Rock to Ca

Long ago, bacterial reefs deposited calcite in =
layers, creating limestone. Later, buried miles ;
deep and exposed to intense heat, this lime-

stone baked into marble. Afterward, the marble
rose up with other lightweight rocks to become
the Siskiyou Mountains.

Water mixing with carbon dioxide in forest soils
makes a weak acid. Trickling down into the bed-
rock, this acidic groundwater slowly dissolves
openings through the marble layers below to
create caverns. This process continues today.

Going into the Mountain
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Prohibited in the Cave go to a visitor center, ask a ranger,  its, maps, and res on local can carry rabies or bubonic plague.
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