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Of allthe western trails.. .

used by furtraders, gold seekers, missionaries, and emigrants,
the Oregon Trailwas most important. Beginning in 1841 and
lasting for over 20 years, it was the route over which many
thousands of emigrants traveled the 2,000 miles from western
Missourito Oregon's Willamette River Valley and other locations
inthe Pacific Northwest. Thistideof emigration and settlement
caused England to relinquish her hold on Old Oregon Territory in
1846, when it became pad of the United States comprising the
present States of Oregon, Washington and ldaho, as well as
those pans of Wyoming and Montana west of the Continental
Divide.

A National Historic Trail
Congress memorialized the vital part the Oregon Trail played
in our Nation's history in 1978, when the trailwas designated a
National Historic Trail. The National Park Service has identified
the official 2,170-mile route, whbh begins at lndependence,
Missouri, and extends through the SJates of Kansas, Nebraska,
Wyoming, ldaho, and into Oregon, where it ends at Oregon City.
lt is a sngle route except fortwo relatively short brarchings; one
alternate route begins at Three lsland Crossing [n ldaho, and
the other at The Dalles, Oregon.

One hundred twenty-five historic sites have been selected by
the National Park Service to commemorate and interpret impor-
tant events and landmarks along the trail. There are also seven
cross-country trail segments totaling 318 miles; chosen fortheir
historical integrity, these segments offer excellent opportunities
for hiking, horseback riding, and other appropriate recreational
activities. The goal is to preserve these especially significant
remnants of the Oregon Trailforthe edification and enjoyment
of future generations. The 125 historic sites and seven cross-
country segments are identified on the opposite map,

Only the 28 historic sites and 190 miles of cross-country seg-
ments now on Federal lands comprise the initial components
of the Oregon National Historic Trail. The remainder, plus
other important remnants not yet identified, may be ceftified as
components by the Secretary of the lnterior upon application by
the owners.

Public Use

Many of the historic sites identified on the opposite map are
for visitor use, The same is true of major portions of the seven
cross-country segments. All of the sites which are open to the
public can be reached by public roads or by footpaths from
nearby roads. The cross-country segments are without roads,
but can be reached by road at trailheads.

Some privately o*neJsitesdo not have public access and may
not be visited without permission of the owners. These are indi-
cated on the opposite map by an asterisk. Portions of the cross-
country segments, too, are in private ownership and unavailable
for public use without permission of the owners. For information
aboutaccess and travelconditions along the cross-country
segments, visitors should inquire at the following offices:

South Pass Segment, Wyoming
Rawlins District Office, Lander Resource Area
Bureau of Land Management
P.O. Box 589
Lander, Wyoming82520
307-332-4220

Blue Mountain Segment, Oregon
LaGrande District
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
Route 2. Box 2108
LaGrande. Oregon 97805
s03-963-71 86

Boardman Segment, Oregon
Pacilic Norlhwest Region
National Park Service
Westin Building, Room 1920
2001 SixthAvenue
Seattle. Washington 98 1 21
206-442-5565

Barlow Road Segment, Oregon
Mount Hood National Forest
19559 S.E. Division Street
Gresham, Oregon 97030
503-963-7186

Sinker Creek Segment, ldaho
Boise District
Bureau of Land Management
3948 Development Avenue
Boise, ldaho 83705
208.334-1582

Bear River Divide Segrnent, Wyoming
Rock Springs District
Bureau of Land Management
P O. Box 1869
Rock Springs. Wyoming 82901
307-382-5350

North Trail Segment, ldaho
Boise District
Bureau of Land Management
3948 Development Avenue
Boise, ldaho 83705
208-334-1582

Wagons " circle u p" on the North Platte River near Scottsb/u ff , N ebraska. I

Trail-hardened and weary, an emigrant f amily rests on the prairie. I

Trail wagons like this one
were stand ard eq uip m ent.

The more famous Conestogas
were too large and heavy

forthe OregonTrail.

This historic Burnt Ranch dwelling
onthe Sweetwater River

near South Pass, V\\loming ,

sfl//stands beside
the Oregon Trail I

Fort Hall, north of Pocatello, ldaho,
built in 1834, was an important stop-over.

(Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, CA).
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The official trail has been pin-pointed on maps, but most of it has
yet to be marked on the ground. Long stretches of the Oregon
Trail have been eradicated by highways and otherdevelopments,
or are in cultivation. Therefore, it is not possible to travel the full
length of the trail by foot or horseback. Essentially, foot and
horseback travel is feasible only along the, designated cross-
country segments. Those wishing to trace more extensive por-
tions of the trail should plan to travel by automobile between the
historic sites and cross-country segments.

Administration

The National Park Service has no direct administrative respon-

sibility forthe Oregon National Historic Trail. National Park

Service responsibilities include general planning and techni-
cal assistance, pedorming research, processing applications
for certification of additional trail components, providing public

information, staffing the Secretary's Advisory Council for the
Oregon National HistoricTrail, and otherwise seeking uniformly
high standards of protection, interpretation, and management
for the trail. Four of the selected historic sites on the Oregon
Trailwere already National Park Service areas when the trail
acquired National Historic Trail status: Scotts Bluff National
Monument in Nebraska, Fofi Laramie National Historic Site in

Wyoming, Whitman Mission National Historic Site and Fort
Vancouv-er National Historic Site-both in Washington' The rest

of the selected historic sites, as well as the seven cross-country
segments, are on lands which will continue to be managed or
owned and operated by other Federal, State, or local agencies
or private citizens.

References

fhis selecte d bibliography is by no means a complete listing, but
rs presente d merely as a starting point f or those wishing to obtain
detailed intormation aboutthe Oregon Trail. Many States and
Federal agencies along the trail otfer a variety ol public bro-
chures, maps, and travel aids.lnquiries should be directed to
the State travel oltices or to the Federal oftices listed elsewhere
in this brochure.

Specific Guides forthe Oregon Trail

Franzwa, Gregory M., compiler, Maps of the Oregon Trail, Gerald, Mo: Patrice
Press (est. Jani.rary 1982). A reproduction of the route of the trail over a base
of county maps.

Franzwa, Gregory M.,The Oregon Trail Revisited, Gerald, Mo:.Patrice Press,
1978. An indispensable travel guide for those who wish to follow the trail
by automobile.

Haines, Aubrey L., Historic Sites A/ong the Oregon Trail, Gerald, Mo: Patrice
Press, 198'1.'Brief sketches of 394 historic sites along the trail, with 24 maps,
104 photos, and bibliography.

Paden, lrene D., The Wake of the Prairie Schooner, Carbondale: Southern
lllinois Unlversity Press, 1970, marketed bythe Patrice Press, Gerald, Mo.
63037. The adventures of retracing the trail in the 1930s, and 1 940s.

General Histories of Western Expansion

Devoto, Bernard, Across the Wide Missouri, Cambridge: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1947. This classic work establishes the background of the West prior to the
emigration years.

Mattes, MerillJ., The Great Platte River Road:The Covered Wagon Mainline Via
Forl Kearny to Fort Laramie, Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1969
As the title implies, this volume exhaustively documents the eastern porlion of
the Oregon Trail.

Unruh, John D., Jr.,The Plains Across: The Overland Emigrants and the
Irans-Mlssissippi West, 1840-60, Urbana: Universityof lllinois Press, 1979.
The most compiehensive study ever made of overlahd emigration, this vol-
ume is especially useful in its demolition of popular myths and stereotypes
of western emigration.

The Overland Migrations:Seff/ers to Oregon, California, and Utah, Washington,
D.C.: NationalPark Service, 1980. A short and useful introduction to overland
emigrations.

Three lsland Crossing of the
Snake River lies west of Twin Falls, ldaho,
where the trail d ivid es. I
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OREGON CITY

BARLOW TOLLGATE

LAUREL HILL

BABLCY/ GATE I

TYGH VALLE

:,1n)' ,'-
FORT VAI{GOUVER

CASCAOES OF THE COLUI/IBIA
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OOSE REST AREA

ITHE DALLES

DESCHUTES BIVER
BIGGS JUNCTION

McDONALD FORD

f,.OURMILE CANYON

WELL SPRING
.

EC.HO MEADOWS.,T'
STANFIELO REST AREA.'I

CANYON RU.jrS*

KER vALLEY nssr enEa
LAGSTAFF HILL

ATHEBBY REST AREA
LL BENO
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lJourneys end! Oregon City.
10 miles south of Portland, Oregon,
is the western terminus
of the Oregon Trail.
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GIVENS HOT SPRI CANYON HILL RUTST
WARO MASSACRE

C,J. STBIKE RUTS

HC)T SPRINGS
THREE ISLANO CROSSING

UPPER SALMON FALLS
THOUSANO SPRINGS

KANAKA BAPIDS
ROCK CREEK CROSSING
SHOSHONE FALLS
STRICKER STORE

CALDRON LINN *
MILNER RUTS

RAFT RIVER CROSSING

ROCKS

AMERICAN FALLS

FOBT HALL REPLICA .f ORT HALL (HBC}:I

TSHEEP ROCK
SODA SPRINGS

TH'S TRADING POST

I".lJ Q I4AS=F,..AF KeE oss r,NG

WEST END,SUBLETTE CUTOEF

D e at h f r o"Eri',tfl4f a u d i n g I n d i a n s
was a f aif,ly rare occurrence.
'L!1e rat€was, the smaller the party,
the greater the risk.
&da Sprngs, southeast I d aho. li
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FORT BRIDGER

.NAME ROCK *
eloquently record busy years
of pounding wheels and axle scrapes
Near Gurnsey, fioming.

CHURCH BUTTE

I Futs m the limestone

LOMBARD FERRY

PrimaryRoute

OREGON NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
UNITED ST'TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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I Fort Laramiewas awelcome refuge
an d re- p rovi sioni ng poi nt.
Itis now preserved and managed
as a national historic site.
(Russell Lamb, Portland, OR). : 

;

I Cnimney Rock,twentymrT& east
of Scottsbluff , Nebraska,wfl_sone
of the mostfamous landmarks
on the Trail.

* These privalely owned sites do nol have
public access and may not be visited
without permission from the owners.

Travelers inscribed their names
at "Name Rock" just eastof
Fort Bridger, fioming.

N,EW SAN.T"A FEI
RED BRllBG€CBOSStN

CHIMNEY ROCK
'JACKSON PANORAMA

COURTHOUSE ROCK

AMANDA LAMIN GBAVE *

ASH HOLLOW

CALIFORNIA HILL*

O'FALLONS BLUFFS

FORT McPHERSON

MIDWAY STATION *

PLUM CREEK

FORT KEARNY

SUSAN HAIL GAAVE

THTRTY-Two Mr LE srATtoN

SIMONTON_SMITI,I GRAVE & BUTS

THE NARROWS *

GEORGE WINSLOW GRAVE *

ROCK CREEK STATION

HOLLENBEHG RANCH

";;j
INDEPENDENCE ROCK

WILLOW SPRINGS*
ROCK AVENUE
BESSEMER BEND

EMIGBANT GAP
FORTCASPAR

tI IrroBMoN FERBY

UNTHANK GRAVE

,AYERS NATURAL BRIOGE
HEMBREE GRAVE*

Oregon Trait markdll on private lands in Oregon. l,
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OREGON TBAIL RUTS
REGISTER CLIFF

FORT LARAMIE

ROBIDOUX PASS * qt

SCOTTS BLUFF .i
1:l
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GFATTAN MASSACRE SITE
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cREEK TREATY$AOUnOS
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7 furucrtoru oF sr.JoE & TNDEF-EI{bENCE RoADS*;:,.*
ALeovs spRtNG * ;

i lndependence, Missouri.Trailhead for the great adventure! |
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For generS inlormation aboutthe Oregon Nationat HistoricTrail,
write,visS, or telephonethe Pacific Northwest Regional Office,
National park Service,lVestin Building, 2001 Sixth Avenue,
Seattle*.#.fla shington 98121 . Telephone: 206-tU2-5565.
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Department of the lnterior

Asthe Nation's principalconservation agency, the Departmentof the
lnterior has responsibility for most of our nationally owned public lands
and natural resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our
land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving
the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and
historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through
outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our energy and mineral
resources and works to assure thattheirdevelopment is in the best
interest of all our people. The Department also has a major responsi-
bility for American lndian reservation communities and for people
who live in island territories under U.S. administration.
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BLUE MOUND *
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SANTA F"G-rHAI L JUNCTION
EIiAU CAMPGRoUNo

E METHODIST MISSION
T

-WESTPORT CBOSSING
INDEPENDENCE COURTHOUSE SOUARE PENDENCE LANOING

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1983-696-468
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