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HELP PROTECT COYOTES

♦ Coyotes are one of the most

ecologically important mammals at

Padre island National Seashore and are

the top predators on the island. They are

related to domestic dogs and wolves and

can weigh up to 50 pounds. Their diet

consists of deer, birds, mice, lizards, rabbits,

and raccoons.

♦ NEVER approach or feed a coyote.
Feeding a coyote human food, dog food, or cat food is unsafe for the coyote.

Coyotes fed by humans may become reliant on humans for food and may
starve due to improper nutrition. Contact with humans may also lead to

aggressive behavior and/or wildlife related vehicle accidents. If a coyotes

exhibits aggressive behavior toward humans euthanasia is often prescribed —

please report threatening interactions to a Park Ranger.

Additional Tips to Avoid Attracting Coyotes to Your Camp:

♦ Store food in a secure location (i.e. coolers or enclosed vehicle).

♦ Ensure all dishes are clean and leftover food is stored after a meal.

♦ Dispose of garbage properly and promptly.

♦ Secure fishing bait and scraps where coyotes cannot obtain access.

♦ Never leave pets or pet food unattended, particularly small dogs.

♦ Pets should always be on a leash for their own safety.

♦ Admire coyotes safely from a distance with binoculars, spotting scopes,
or cameras.

Thank you for visiting Padre Island National Seashore




