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Remembering the

USS UTAH

Our Duty to Protect

The men we took out. . .
that were dying . . . some of
‘em maybe thirty years old,
calling their mama.
That shakes you up.

John Eichman, WT2c .

U.S. NAVY HISTORICAL CENTER # 80-G-266621

: upport and defend the Constitution of the United

all enemies,” was each man’s oath aboard the battleship USS Utah. On
the morning of December 7, 1941 they honored that promise. During a fierce, Japanese
surprise attack the men of the Utak fought to protect their ship, their country and each
other—but many could not protect themselves. They were shocked and frightened.
They were brave and resourceful. They were young men who never went home.

It now falls to us to protect their memories and honor their sacrifice.
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. We heard the
- shrapnel hitting the
around all around us.

For nearly twenty years the Utak served as a training e .
ship, honing the skills of countless U.S. servicemen. The J—
Utah acted as a remote control target for other warships, @ iwah . 3




-Tom Anderson Jr., ENS
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sharpened their anti-aircraft gun marksmanship. Yet, on
a ship solely dedicated to practice, rigor, and training—
nothing could have prepared its men for the morning of
December 7, 1941.

“T actually saw one of the Japanese planes come in,
release the torpedo. . . . Then I felt the. .. reverberation,”
remembers Clark Simons, MAttsc. Two torpedoes
later, with the ship rolling over sideways, the men
abandoned ship—they had to get above deck. Officers
stopped them as they came up, protecting them from
planes strafing the deck. “I seen licutenant . . . killed
right in front of me. . . with a machine gun,” recalls
John Eichman, WT2c. Wooden beams slid across the
deck (above right) blocking exits and trapping men
inside. They ran for the portholes; the smaller men
squeezed through and slid down the ship’s hull, their
backs shredded by jagged barnacles.

More danger waited outside as the Urah slowly capsized.
Huge timbers crashed off of the deck and onto the crew
swimming for safety. Fighter planes mowed them down
as they slid down lines and fled along the bottom of

the ship. More fortunate men cowered behind debris
amidst the chattering rain of bullets.

Massive timbers, placed on de protect the crew from
practice bombs, slid off and crushed them in the water.

Back inside the Utak, a frothing, swirling, upﬁS
down world of water engulfed the Utah ,
fiercely pounded the walls in hope of rescue.
Szymanski, MMic heard their poundi s

blowtorch, and headed lnto the fray Blocking out

\machln gunned L

he had bullet

Among the heroes of the Utah was Chief
Watertender, Pete: Tomich. He received the
Medal of Honor for courage
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rded to the Tomich family
¢ sea, near Peter’s homeland.



We Regret to
Inform You. ..

Death of Fort Worth Youth
at Pearl Harbor Is Revealed
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YeTEw EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH IT HAS BEEN FOUND IMPOSSIBLE TO LOCATE YOU
SON LERGY DENMIS APPRENTICE SEQMAN US NAWY AND HE HAS THEREFORE
EEEN OFFICIALLY DECLARED TO MAVE LOST HIS LIFE IN THE SERVICE OF
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Misery in an
Envelope

Families around the country could no longer protect their ;(;"p_u..‘-/ 2 THar —
boys. They could merely wait for letters. Every trip to \7; . 5{ 40
the mailbox, every ring of the doorbell, they hoped for //é/a Z. w -

something reassuring. Amelia Perez cherished her son’s " » 0’ . /,;M (oérw
letter sent from Pearl Harbor in September 1941 (at right). (]’ 3 "'{ it P >
Three months later, a navy telegraph arrived with much hiacey hin g _‘m;mi /
sadder news. Her boy, Rudy Martinez, was dead. L e e g S

Amelia was not alone; telegraphs and newspaper articles

about Leroy Dennis (above) and his shipmates arrived in = jore e o Ly *J“

communities across the country. Families in California, et < e

lowa, New Hampshire, and beyond read their boys’ - % o e e it
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For. turrent visito m;xﬁormat on contact the .
Navy,Paﬁ’hc Relatnonsv Office at (808) 473-288

EXPERIENCE YOUR -A‘MERICA"” .
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