
Portnerships. . .

The Pinelonds Plon forges o public-
privote portnership thot protects the
region's nofurol resources while
permitting development and industry in
long estoblished communities ond
designoted growth oreos. Fifty-three
municipolities join in the effort to guide

the locotion
ond omount
of Pinelonds
development,
protect
wetlonds,
ond
sofeguord
woter quolity
by preporing
moster plons
ond zoning
ordinonces
consistent

with the regionol Plon. Development
proposols ore then reviewed locolly ond
monitored by the Pinelonds
Commission.

Over 40 percent of the Pinelonds
is publicly owned ond our stote's
Deportment of Environmentol Protection
continues to work with the Commission
to ocquire environmentolly-sensitive
londs with federol ond state funding.
Other importont orecrs ore protected
through the Pinelonds Development
Credit progrom, the first regionol
development tronsfer progrom in the
United Stotes. By purchosing
development rights from owners of
voluoble formlond ond noturol oreos,
developers ore oble to increose the
number of homes to be built in Iess

sensitive oreos on the region's periphery.

Federol Iegislotion to help New fersey
protect the Pinelonds wos possed in
1,978. The stote's Pinelorrds Protection
Act, one of the most unique lond use
lows in the notion, followed in 1979.The
15-member Pinelonds Commission,
consisting of seven members oppointed
by the Governor; seven oppointed by
eoch of the Pinelonds counties (Atlontic,
Burlington, Comden, Cope Moy,
Cumberlond, Gloucester ond Oceon)
ond one member oppointed by the U.S.
Secretory of the Interior then prepored
the Pinelonds Comprehensive
I\4onogement Plon. The Plon went into
effect on fonuory 16, 7987, following its
crpprovol by the Governor ond U.S.
Secretory of the Interior.

In oddition to implementing the
Pinelonds Plon, the Comrnission ond its
stoff work with interested citizens,
orqonizotions, ocodemic institutions,
crnd public officiols. Importont Pinelonds
reseorch is conducted, educotion ond
interpretotion progroms ore corried out,
ond Pinelonds protection policies ore
reflected in mony stote environmentol
nnd building progroms.

Annette It4. Borboccio is the
Commission's Executive Director ond
ferrold L. focobs is the Commission's
Choir.

Public Informotion. . .
For more information about Pinelands protection,
curriculum guides, audio-visual aids, and other
Pinelands educational materials, write to the

Pinelonds Commission
P.O. Box 7, 15 Springfield Road
New Lisbon, New |ersey 08064
or telephone 609 1894-7 3OO
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A Million Acres in Size. . .

Long ogo melting glaciers ond oceon
woters woshed sond ond grovel over
New fersey's Pinelonds or Pine Borrens,
os some coll them. The forces of noture
slowly creoted o relotively level
londscope crisscrossed by winding
streoms ond rivers in this million ocre
region. Through the centuries, sondy
soils, ocidic wote4, ond frequent fires
formed o unique environment. Only
plonts ond onimols odopted to these
conditions were oble to live here.

Todoy the Pinelonds includes
portions of seven southeostern New
]ersey counties ond is inhobited by
about 277,OOO people. Designoted os o
Notionol Reserve in 1,978 ond on
Internotionol Biosphere Reserve in 1983,
it contoins towns ond villoges; forms;
vost unbroken forests of pine, ook, ond
cedor; ond the Pine Ploins, the most
extensive pygmy forest of its type in the
country. More thon 1,200 plont ond
onimol species ore found here, 85 of
which ore threotened
or endongered.
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Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer.. . The People. . .

Indions first come to the region ten
thousond yeors ogo. They troveled
ocross New |ersey's Pinelonds to gother
shellfish from the boys ond hunted,
fished, ond tropped in the forest.

In the eorly seventeen hundreds,
Europeons begon to settle here. They
sow the sond, woter, ond forests os row
moteriols for moking o living ond
storted thriving industries reloted to the
noturol resources.

By 180O, the shipyords of
southern New fersey supplied vessels
needed for commerce in the Philodelphio
oreo. Loter, in the 18th ond 19th
centuries, compony towns like Botsto
ond Estellville were the sites of
prospercus iron ond gloss industries.

Storting in the lote eighteen
hundreds,
to cultivote

Pinelonds formers begon
wild berries which grew

noturolly in the speciol conditions
of the oreo. Todoy
ronks third omong

New ]ersey

cronberry-producing stotes.
The blueberry crop is onother
money-moker which
Pinelands farmers developed
from wild plonts. New ]ersey
is second omong blueberry-
producing stotes. Modern
agriculturol techniques enoble
formers to grow o greoter
voriety of crops on the
Pinelonds perimeter thon
ever before, including field
crops, berries ond fruit,
vegetobles, ond ornamentol
plonts.
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Beneoth the surfoce of New fersey's
Pinelonds is o vost quontity of woter in
the sond. This sond formotion, colled the
Kirkwood-Cohonsey Aquifer System,
contoins 17-trillion gollons of woter ond
is replenished onnuolly by
opproximotely 4S-inches of roinfoll.
Roin percolotes through the
predominontly sondy soil to replenish
the groundwoter below. The oquifer
supplies Pinelonds communities with
some of the purest drinking woter in the
world. It olso feeds the rivers ond
streoms of the Pinelonds.

Where underground woter
reoches the surfoce, "wetlonds" ore
found. Wetlonds thot cover obout one-
quorter of the Pinelonds, include rivers,
streoms, bogs, hordwood ond cedor
swomps, ond pitch pine lowlonds.

Wetlonds provide hobitots for 8O
percent of the Pinelonds rore plonts ond
onimols, mointoin woter quolity, ond
offect life in the morshes ond boys of
southern New fersey's coost where the
food choin begins. Pinelonds river woter
flows into these oreos where countless
millions of fish, crobs, cloms, ond other
oceon creofures stort their lives.
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