
Authority was given by the Regional Office to continue 

the negotiations that had begun in 1962 for the three i n -

holdings (880 acres) within the rnouunent that were being 

offered a t a higher unit ra te cased upon severance damages 

for the i r possible acquisi t ion by the government. 

Cash reg i s te r s were received and standardized for 

entrance s ta t ion operations for the caning travel season. 

One r eg i s t e r was held in the Regional Office temporarily for 

t ra in ing purposes. 

The monument continued to a t t r a c t an increasing number 

of youth groups. More emphasis was placed upon reaching the 

young people before they had a chance to get into trouble,. 

In sp i te of t h i s , vandalism continued high in the caves. 

Local newspapers carried items re la t ive to the $71,000 

Accelerated Riblic Works funds assigned to Pinnacles 

rfa-tionai Monument. This produced an awkward s i tuat ion in 

that the news was released to the papers several days before 

the aaministration of the park had been given the authority 

to confirm the item or give l imited d e t a i l s . (This was t o 

be used for needed projects including the bituminous rsseal 

of the East entrance road, sewer system reconstruction and 

extent ion of the water system, Condor Gulch, and water 

system reconstruction in Bear Gulch.) Ih.ci.fic. Gas and 

Electr ic crews placed an addi t ional pole in their d i s t r i ­

bution l ine near headquarters to provide required ground 

clearance. 
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In February authori ty was received a t the imnumerit to 

rec ru i t seasonal personnel outside the reg i s te r s of 

e l i g ib l e s . 

Camping in non-designated areas was authorized to cope 

with heavy group usage—perhaps part ly due to the March 

Sunset issue with an a r t i c l e about the h i l l and valley 

country ox route 25, and the mention of Pinnacles. 

In August of 19 S3 the f i r s t draft of the fcnnacles_ 

Ektural History Ikndbopk, written by Seasonal Jknger Peter 

Bennett, was sent to the Regional Office for edi t ing . 

Numerous pat rols along Old Pinnacles road were made t o 

disccurage poachers. Patrols were cut from daylight to dusk 

un t i l deer season ended on August 21. 

A new sewer system was put into operation in August, 

thus eliminating the antiquated f a c i l i t i e s constructed in 

the CCC days. The new system incorporated a cesspool to 

handle the bulk of outflow of the public f a c i l i t i e s in the 

Bear Gulch area as well as the effluent from the quar ters . 

The Public health Service had- been objecting to the seepage 

into the stream channel, and. t o the system in general since 

the mid-1940's. Tile was also laid in Building #5, for the 

eventual sh i f t of the office to that s t ruc ture . 

Much of the Supervisory Hanger's and the Chief Ranger's 

time was spent interviewing applicants and processing papers 

for the Accelerated Public Works t r a i l project . The lack of 

a clerk at that time was an added burden, so the c l e rk ' s 
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posit ion was reclass i f ied to Administrative Assistant to 

help with the recrui t ing and f i l l i n g of the posi t ion. 

Vandalism continued to be the irajor source of admin­

i s t r a t i v e problems in the year of 1964. Cn one occasion a 

v i s i t o r was apprehended in the act of destroying a l igh t 

bulb in the Bear Gulch Caves. Superintendent Stevens 

discussed the case with the U.S. Commissioner, Henry B. 

Fulton of Salinas, who asked advice from the U.S. Attorney 

General. The next month Orville Molns.ii, FBI Special Agent 

from Salinas, was in the park to discuss law enforcenent 

proceedure with tho superintendent, and Superintendent 

Stevens v is i ted the Regional Office to obtain advice from 

Regional Sol ic i tor Costello on law enforcement na t t e r s . 

Through the effor ts of FBI special Agent Orvil le Moire.n 

permission was given by the U.S. Attorney General for oases 

involving Federal Regulations to be heard before the U.S. 

Commissioner in Sal inas . I t was hoped that a more rigorous 

law enforcement and prosecution would reduce the prevalence 

of vandalism. 

On April 9, 1964, a. dinner social was held in the 

Superintendent's quar ters , and enployees observed the 

presentation of a Cormendable Service Award presented by 

Superintendent Stevens t o Sverett Bright, who re t i r ed on 

January 25, 1964. 

It was in 1964 tha t a documented and regularly scheduled 

ser ies of safety programs was i n i t i a t e d , and the posit ion 
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held by Art Smith was regraded and changed from. 

irnintenanceitari t o Foreman I . 

A new deck was laid on the bridge on the High Peaks 

Tra i l . The lumber was hauled t o the s i t e by Soy Scout 

groups. 

The old foot bridge in front of the headquarters was 

a l so replaced by one constructed, under the supervision of 

Regional landscape Architect Fowler. 

On September 4, 1964, Park foturalisx Joseph L. Sperher 

was found dead in his quar ters . The cause of death was 

pneumonia. A short nEroorial service was held a t the 

mortuary chapel in Hoi l i s t e r and was attended by h i s friends 

from t h i s a rea . 

I t was in 1964 tkiat the new menace, motorcycle r iders , 

or "Tote Goats,'1 began to plague the Ttoraiment. Signs of the 

ecological "death sentence11 were found on the Balconies 

Tra i l , and signs were erected to deter the invaders, but the 

menace continued. 

On January 30, 1965, a report was received that George 

E. Baker, Caretaker, had been drowned while clamming on his 

day off. On the 31st the report was cordirmed although his 

body had not yet been recovered. The laborer position was 

reclass i f ied as Caretaker. On February 2 Iguacio G&ndaria 

was given a temporary appointment as a laborer to a s s i s t 

with general park maintenance un t i l a successor to Caretaker 

George Baker could be found. 
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In March of 1965, Superintendent Stevens ciiscussed with 

Regional off ic ia ls the advisabil i ty of accepting gratuitous 

services of Explorer Scouts for use on appropriate projects , 

and the new fee s t ruc tu re . Five thousand short terra 

entrance permits were printed locally and one thousand 

annual permit s t i cke r s were received with a*iich to put the 

new fee s t ructure under the land and Water Conservation 

FTogram into e f fec t . Much time was devoted to devising a 

procedure to col lect fees with the limited r^npower 

avai lable . 

A_ Flan For the Man was completed by lark Jfeturalist 

Robert Zink and was on f i l e for inspection. Zink acquainted 

himself with the na tura l i s t f i l e and put i t in order. He 

spent considerable time expanding the Natural History 

Association operations as well as contributing his 

experience in developing a floor plan for the proposed 

Vis i to rs ' Center. This experience was obtained in acquiring 

a background of the area by studying old master plans, 

history and developmental out l ines . He then went to the 

Regional Office to prepare an Interpretive Prospectus 

outl ine for the Regional Natura l is t . Zink also spent 

several days ass i s t ing the Master Plan Team. 

In April of 19C5, Chief Ringer Robert Ramstad was 

presented with his twenty year service pin by Superintendent 

Stevens. 3ob said that although the pin was three-quarters 

of a year l a te , he was s t i l l glad to receive i t . 
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I t was in. 1965 tha t a stand-by carousel s l ide projector 

was purchased for canpfire c i rc le use and also a portable 

amplifier to improve the voice range a t the evening 

programs. 

Another innovation a t the park that year was a siren and 

red l igh t in the s ta t ion wagon that were added in the hope 

of slowing down some of the speeders. 

A blue ribbon award was received for Pinnacles' erinibit 

a t the San Benito County Fair a t Bolado Park. 

"Tote Goata" continued to be a mounting problem, and in 

Eecember pat rols were increased in an attempt to apprehend 

Christmas t r e e thieves. 

With the development of a plent i ful water supply on the 

west side i t was considered desirable to enlarge the water 

storage tank to 20,000 gallons, and to replace the p i t 

t o i l e t s as shown in the preliminary plans with an approved 

comfort s ta t ion on that side of the monument. These changes 

were adopted in the f ina l Mission 66 plans. 

There was an increase of 15% in v i s i to r s to the park 

over the year of 1964, and an 11% increase in overnight 

v i s i t s . One hundred and eighteen thousand and for ty-eight 

v i s i t o r s entered Pinnacles in 1965, and th i r ty - four 

thousand, nine hundred and nine people camped overnight. 

The year of 1966 s tar ted off with the problem of f ive 

stray ca t t l e found in t respass on the Chalone Creek. They 

were ident i f ied as being from the Keliey Ranch stock and 

were removed by personnel of the Keliey lb-rich the same day. 

274 



Jay Acres of the U.S. Geological Survey traced the 

Chalone Creek Fault northward from Willow Spring noting 

deviation from the track shown on previous geologic 

s tud ies . He concluded that there was a considerable water 

storage in the conglomerates east of the faul t and that a 

very good well could be obtained a shore distance east of 

the present Chalone Creek Campground. He f e l t tha t Willow 

Spring was the overflow of t h i s underground reservoir . 

Gr. February 1, 1966, a meeting of the prospective Beard 

of Directors for the Pinnacles ifeturai History Association 

mat and agreed to form, the organization. The draf ts of the 

Art ic les for Incorporation and the Bylaws were adopted, and 

officers elected. With th i s act ion the a f f i l i a t i o n of the 

past several years that the park had with the Gabrillo 

Historical Association was terminated. Local newspapers 

carried a r t i c l e s on the forming of t h i s organization and 

copies of the a r t i c l e s were sent to the Regional Office in 

Sin Francisco. 

A peregrine falcon was observed in nesting a c t i v i t i e s 

west of the high peaks on .Vhrch 9, 1966. I t had been 

several years since the rare bird had been spotted within 

the monuneut boundaries. 

Frequent road pat rols were used in an effort to curb 

roadside canning due to overcrowding of the caitpgrounds. 

Vandalism in the aives continued to be one of the 

biggest administrative "headaches.11 Patrols were increased 

but tile Superintendent was convinced tha t the problem could 
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only be a l levia ted by a tanper-proof l ighting system. The 

following month nearly one hundred l ight bulbs were 

destroyed. 

The year of 1966 was an early f i re season year and a 

pumper unit was mounted on the "f i re pick-up" a t the park. 

Fire l ines a t the toe of the slopes in the can5>grcu.nds were, 

renewed. Dry grass and burnables in cajjpgrounds were 

removed. Some of t h i s l a t t e r work was done by Boy Scout 

groups as conservation pro jec ts . 

Repairs were na.de on the Chalone Creek Reservoir and 

arrangenents were nfi.de to procure a pmqp of greater capacity 

for that area. 

A Project Cost Proposal was prepared for a vandal-proof 

l ighting system, and a new 60,000 gallon tank for the Bear 

Gulch water system was constructed. Due to pump trouble on 

The Chalone, and leaks in the Cnalone water tank, i t was 

necessary to release water from Spl i t Rock Spring in Bear 

Gulch into the water system. This action made i t necessary 

for additional chlorinat ion a t the Bear Gulch tank to make 

sure tile water was safe for drinking. 

The Pinnacles Natural Hi. story Association ran in to 

difficulty in obtaining tax exempt s t a tus from, the s t a t e of 

California and the matter was referred TO the Regional 

Sol ici tor . 

Sketches and photographs were s tar ted to accompany the 

geological history of the area.. Hie rough draft of the book 

was prepared and reviewed by the Regional lubr ic i ty Office. 
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A contract was entered into by the Western Regional 

Office and the Central California Archeological Foundation 

for 51,500 for an archeological study to be made a t Pinna­

c les l&tional tonuitETit. The f ie ld work was s tar ted by 

William Olsen, Lewis A. Payen and John L. Beck in October 

1966. The f ina l report was received in May of 1967. 

Ahintenancerran Hugh Uowery was assigned to temporary 

duty as the ranger for the west side un t i l t ha t posi t ion 

could be permanently f i l l e d . 

A tenta t ive land acquisi t ion program for the years 1968 

through 1972 was drawn up for the possible pracuremant of 

the in-hoi dings within the monuinent. 

I t was in the year of 1966 that we find the f i r s t 

nention of Golden Age Passports. (Golden Age Passports are 

lifetime passes issued t o persons over 62 that enable the 

bearer to enter any federal area free of charge.) 

The park s l ide f i l e was overhauled and the poor crate r i a l 

was discarded. The s l ide f i l e was roved to the miseurn 

office building for convenience. 

In September the administration cf the monument »as 

informed that the U.S. Commissioner did not have authori ty 

to try cases frcm Pinnacles Sitiorial Monument. Efforts were 

then concentrated on gett ing assistance from the County 

Sher i f f ' s Office with the cases to be heard by the local 

Just ices of the Peace. 

277 



The Blue Ribbon Award for Pinnacles1 "Fi f t ie th 

Anniversary" theme was received for the park1s entry a t the 

San Benito County Fair a t Bolado Park. 

In October of 1966 photographic coverage in support of 

the proposed Qialone Peak Wilderness within the Pinnacles 

boundaries was made and- forwarded to Washington, and in 

November the superintendent went to Salinas to arrange for a 

ha l l in which the hearings could be held for the proposed 

Pinnacles Wilderness area. The Mount Defiance Wilderness 

Hea.ring date was se t for February 2, 1967. Revised sheets 

of the Vaster Plan showing proposed Wilderness area were 

received. A corrected copy was in the Park Headquarters to-

be used by the public for reference. 

The 43,356 caqpers in 1966 was a 21% increase over the 

previous year, hut the nut ter of v i s i to r s (117,939) was down 

by 109 people—this figure, however, did not include the 

1,198 people who entered the west side of the monument 

during 1966. 

I t was in the year of 1964 that the pract ice of 

Superintendent's Annual Reports was dropped by xhe Service, 

and shortly af ter , the pract ice of the Superintendent's 

Monthly Jar ra t ive Report was no l o n ^ r a requirement of 

administration. The information for the balance of the 1960 

decade was found in the P ib l ic i ty f i l e a t Pinnacles ra t ional 

Monument. 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 provided that certain areas 

of public domain should be designated as "'wilderness'1 and 
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preserved, for future generations. Hearings on the amount of 

land in and adjacent to Pinnacles Iht ional Monument tha t 

should be included in the Chalone Peak Wilderness B i l l , the 

Mt. Defiance Wilderness B i l l , and f inal ly the one that was 

enacted, the Knracles National .'tonumstit Wilderness Bi l l , 

would expand another decade* The Ht, Defiance Bi l l that was 

introduced by Senator Thomas H. Kuchel in 1968 proposed that 

3,270 acres be included as wilderness- The Sierra Club, the 

ivational Audubon Society and the federation of Western 

Cutdcoi: Clubs cpposed t h i s proposal—these organisations 

fe l t tha t the area encompassed under the B i l l should be more 

l ike 13,000 acres* The San Benito County board of 

supervisors was cpposed to the larger acreage for the sake 

of the 

landowners in the southern end of the county who would be 

affected by lower value for the i r lands, and for the 

reduction in tax revenue. The r a t t e r continued to be a 

topic for negotiations for the r e s t of the 1960's. 

On Vjarch 25, 1967, a California Division of Forestry 

truck driver was k i l l ed when his truck went too close to the 

edge, and careened down the mountain from the supply road to 

the Lookout Tower on North Chalone Beak. 

I t was in 1967 that signing was put on Route 101 

designating route 25 to Hbl l is ter and the Binnacles. 

Supervisory Ranger Rams tad left Pinnacles in September 

of 1967 and his replacernent, James Langford, came in January 

of 1968. In March of 1963 Superintendent Etelyle Stevens 
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r e t i r ed . Gordon Patterson took over as superintendent in 

April of the same year. 

Reports of *&rch 1968 mention that there was s t i l l 

e l e c t r i c l ighting in the caves, but July reports note that 

the caves were no longer l ighted. People had DO bring t he i r 

awn f l a sh l igh t s . They had f inal ly found a way to curb the 

vandalism to the e l e c t r i c l igh t bulbs in the caves! 

In 19G3 the f i r s t controlled burning took place in 

Sequoia, fetional Park under the experimental program 

conducted by a group of four professors from San Jose State 

University. Control burning was a subject that Park 

Na t u r a l i s t fiobart Zink of Pinnacles had been trying to 

premote since 1966 for chaparral country. Prescribed 

burning, as i t i s now known in the ^ t i o n a l Park Service, i s 

a regular part of Pinnacles resource planning. 

In June of 1963, Administrative Officer Djane Johnson 

received special recognition for the job he had performed 

while he was Acting Superintendent before the a r r i v a l of the 

new superintendent, Gordon Patterson. 

I t was in 1968 that Pinnacles began, to moke plans for a 

study to find the l imit of capacity for the monument. The 

new ecological i n t e re s t of the people of the United States 

brought to the admin is t ra t ion of cur national parks and 

monuments the real izat ion that over-overuse by the v i s i t ing 

public could destroy the resources the Service was trying to 

protect . For so many years the emphasis had been on trying 

to get more people to v i s i t the recreational areas . Maw i t 
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was apparent that if the natural resources were going to be 

saved, v i s i t a t ion would have to be limited. 

In October of 1963 the Chalone Campground closed u n t i l 

further notice due to the fact that only five inches of 

r a in fa l l in the previous year ra.de for an emergency water 

shortage and extreme f i r e hazard. The campground reopened 

on the twenty-fifth of November. 

I t was June 28, 1963 tha t the Revenue and Expenditure 

Control Act (PL 90-364) was i n i t i a t ed . The resu l t to 

Pinnacles totional Monument was that only three out of every 

four posit ions could be f i l l ed . To m e t the reduction in 

employment, the Visi tors Center began to be closed on the 

two days of the week that surveys had shown to be the 

slowest in monument v i s i t a t i on , Tuesday and Wednesday. This 

control was l i f t ed in 1969. 

The period of the 1960's had been a period of change a t 

the monument. The new decade would see the easement of the 

employee curtailment. But the emphasis on police protection 

would continue, and even increase. The concern for the 

ecological environment would also increase. To those who 

believed tliat the purpose of the National Fark Service was 

to preserve the natural environment, these t.vo areas of 

emphasis a t times seemed diabolically opposed. 
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Chapter 13 

THE 1570's AT PINNACLES 

The sp i res , domes and f inger- l ike pinnacle projections 

from which Pinnacles National Monument derived i t s name, had 

long been a mecca to the mountain climbers, and there wis 

probably no stone that had been le f t unsealed by the time 

the seventh decade of the twentieth century arrived. 

Because of the compactness of the nrjnument and the 

convenience of i t s location, Pinnacles became especially 

valued as a t ra in ing s i t e for novice climbers* This i s 

regre t table in a way, for the soft volcanic reck composition 

of rdnnacles ' formations does not lend i t s e l f to ideal 

climbing condit ions. 

There had been many close c a l l s for both hikers and 

experienced climbers over the years, when the services of 

the rangers were called upon to rescue v i s i t o r s who bad 

become stranded on some high peak. On ihrch 21, . 1370 

Pinnacles National Monument recorded i t s f i r s t f a t a l i ty of a 

climber. 

Gerald Coborn, 24, an experienced, climber of five 

years, and Batby Saski, 20, a new climber of s ix conths 

experience (both students a t Berkeley), had s tar ted the i r 

ascent of Machete Ridge about noon from the west side of the 

monument. They had spent an hour a t the summit preparing 

t he i r ropes and gear. I t was about dusk when they were 

ready to make t he i r descent. Why Csborn chose to rappel 
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down the west face of the Machete instead of taking the 

safer eastern exit a t tha t l a te hour i s not known. The west 

face was a f ive hundred, foot drop. Osborn trade the f i r s t 

rappei ard was a hundred feet below the ridge when Kathy 

began her rappei to jo in him. Instead, Ea.thy rappeled past 

Osborn and f e l l to her death, when Ceborn could not receive 

an answer to c a l l s to h i s companion, he began to ca l l for 

he lp . 

A daring night rescue of Osborn was conducted by the 

Search and Rescue team a t the monument. Later, when i t was 

suggested that Chief Ranger Jim Langford's name be submitted 

for an award for hie part in the rescue, Jim declined the 

nomination, saying tha t t ha t was vhat the j'ob of ranger was 

a l l about, and i t had jus t been part of h i s job. However, 

in 1971, James Langfoid received the Valor Award which i s 

the n i c e s t award bestowed by the rterartaent of the 

In te r io r . The award i s only given on such occasions when 

the rec ip ients endangered t he i r own l ives to save that of 

another. 

October 25, 1970 saw another accidental f a t a l i ty of a 

v i s i t o r to the park. This time i t was not a climber but a 

hiker, who had cane for the weekend from Marin County with a 

group of other students and t h e i r ins t ruc tors to enjoy 

hiking the Pinnacles1 t r a i l s . On the afternoon of The 

twenty-fifth, the party divided in to two groups, each taking 

a different route on the High leaks Tra i l . Michael Louis 
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Owens and two other boys had stopped to r e s t , a f ter which 

h i s companions climbed a nearby pinnacle. They then, called 

Owens to advise him of the i r locat ion. In an attempt to 

reach h i s companions, Owens evidently f e l l to hie death. 

The party of students did not know h i s exact location, but 

they conducted an exhaustive search which continued into 

the following day, a t which time they notified the super­

intendent 's off ice . A search was made by the Pinnacles 

s taff and Owen's body was found where he had fallen s ix ty 

feet to his death. The 3an Benito County Sher i f f ' s Office 

canaended the rangers for the professional way in which they 

had carried out the search and helped conduct the ques­

tioning of the witnesses tha t followed the recovery of the 

body. 

There have been two other fa ta l accidents to climbers 

since that of Bathy ^ s k i in. 1970. One happened on May 13, 

1976 when Mitchell Haydon fran Livermore was climbing in 

Juniper Canyon with companions. Haydon was an experienced 

climber, but trouble with h i s rope and a knot that had 

slipped caused a sixty-foot f a ta l f a l l . 

On December 5, 1976 the other accident involved two 

young men from Cupertino, California, who were climbing the 

"Direct" Route Machete Ridge. Despite the i r youth they were 

both experienced climbers. Frank Mayes was Leading the 

pitch a t the time of the accident. His ccmpanion, who had 

made the climb before, thought another anchor might be 
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needed and had brought along the equipment to i n s t a l l one. 

Mayes opted not to be bothered with the in s t a l l a t ion of the 

anchor that might have saved h i s l i f e . He f e l l to a ledge 

approximately f i f ty feet below to h i s death. Resulting from 

the Board erf Inquiry that followed the accident was the 

resolution to o f f ic ia l ly request Mr. Chuck Richards, the 

author of Kjinacles Qimiber's Guide to delete from future 

edi t ions a statement that tends to discourage climbers from 

placing additional protect ive anchors on that par t icu lar 

route . 

Mthcugh 1970 had ended an a note of sadness, the year 

had been one of record attendance a t the monument with 

v i s i t a t ion climhing to 166,208. 

The question of a road through the monument from Route 

101 a t Soledad to Route 25 in Bear Valley was s t i l l around 

in 1971, since the 1965 master plan proposed i t be made a 

scenic route. The Cnambers of Connerce of Hoi l i s t e r , King 

City and Soledad were for the connecting road, as were the 

Doards of Supervisors of both San Benito and Monterey 

Counties. Superintendent Gordon Patterson was also in favor 

of the road and made many appearances a t various meetings in 

the neighboring towns to promote the idea. But the 1970's 

was the decade when the key word was "errvirorxnent," as the 

local o f f i c i a l s found out when they asked for public opinion 

on the issue . 
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In April of 1972 a new Jfester Plan study was ordered 

for Pinnacles. The team conducting the study was headed by 

Landscape Architect A. Ronald Mortimore. 

In preliminary Master Plan hearings In oh 1 l i s t e r , i t 

developed that environmental groups were opposed to a 

through road and they gained the support of the publ ic . I t 

was found that the majority of the public wanted to keep 

that portion of the Pinnacles undisturbed, free from the 

intruding autcmobile. 

Visi ta t ion to the monument h i t an a l l - t ime high in 1971 

when 169,241 v i s i t s were recorded. 

The pract ice of siirnrLtting an annual report by the 

superintendents i n the St t ional Park Service was re ins ta ted 

in 1972. Found in a Jfovember 1972 meznoranduni from the 

rhrector i s the ra t ionale behind the reenactment of that 

p rac t ice . DLrefztor George B. Rartmog, J r . wrote; 

I have long been aware that the National Park 
Service has not done a l l tha t i s desirable to -
preserve I t s own his tory . Many governmental 
agencies fra-intajn h i s to r i ca l offices for t h i s 
purpose, not only for antiquarian in t e re s t but 
to serve the continuing needs of management. 
Current po l ic ies and decisions cannot be properly 
formulated with-out reference to past experience. 

The need ia three-fold: to insure the p rese r ­
vation of the records most s ignif icant for future 
h i s to r ians , to foster the production of records 
of maximum h i s to r i ca l value, and to maintain a 
s taff capabi l i ty to prepare narrat ive material of 
h i s to r i ca l content and to provide information 
re la t ing to past a c t i v i t i e s , achievements, and 
persona l i t i es of the Service. 

The establishment of the National Park 
Service archives a t the Harper's Ferry Center was 
a s tep toward meeting these needs. As another, I 

286 



am r e i n s t i tu t ing the annual report of the 
Director of t he National Park Service, discon­
tinued in 1964, and asking for a superintendent 's 
annual report for each park. . . . 

Final ly , I am establ ishing a small uni t under 
the supervision of the Chief h is tor ian to carry 
out the following r e spons ib i l i t i e s : 

Before disposi t ion of o f f ic ia l records to the 
Federal Records Centers, to identify those 
records judged by the ra t ional Fark Service to be 
most desirable to preserve for Ms tor ica l 
pirrposes and to work with Records Center 
Officials to insure preservat ion. 

To prepare, In cooperation with key o f f i ­
c i a l s , the annual report of the rhlrector of the 
National Park Service. 

To a s s i s t Harpers Ferry archival personnel In 
col lect ing unofficial documents important to an 
understanding of National Park Service his tory, 
including oral h i s tory . . . . 

We are fortunate tha t Director Hartzog realized tha t 

the preservation of our h i s to r i ca l heri tage was an important 

adjunct to the new appreciation for, and in t e re s t in , the 

preservation of our natural resources. The renainder of the 

information for the 1970's was taken from the superinten­

den t ' s annual repor t s , unless otherwise s ta ted . 

In 1972 the Vis i tors Center received new displays and 

an "open house" was held on March 1, as part of the National 

Eaxk's Centennial. Bear Gulch T r a i l , s tar ted early in 1971, 

was finished and was dedicated ou June 8. Pedestrians had 

always had to hike up the road; now they had a safe and 

a t t r ac t ive t r a i l . The monument's Natural History Associa­

t ion became a f f i l i a t ed with Southwest Parks and Monuments 

xiesociation in t h i s year a l so . 

1973 saw two new remanent full-time GS-S Park 

Technician posi t ions al located to Pinnacles, for fee 
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col lec t ion and protection a c t i v i t i e s . This raised the 

number of permanent posit ions to 11. Two new t r a i l guides 

were published: a geology guide to tbe Condor Gulch Tra i l , 

and a plant guide to the Bear Gulch Tra i l . The roads and 

parking area on the east s ide , and the west side entrance 

road, were resurfaced. A 6—foot chain l ink fence was 

constructed around the Chalone Creek 7foJntenao.ee Area to 

prevent recurrence of a break-in and theft cf tools and 

eqmprent ea r l i e r in the year . In October, Superintendent 

Gordon Patterson transferred to the posit ion of Park Safety 

Officer a t Lake Mead Rational Recreational Area. 

In January of 1974 Rothwell P. Broyles, Chief of 

In terpre ta t ion and Resource Management a t Organ Pipe Cactus 

fetional Monument, transferred to Pinnacles as Superinten­

dent . The Preeident 's ' 'hack-to-school" program was ut i l ized 

in the h i r ing of s ix intermit tent bi l ingual Park Aides ifoo 

were selected a t San Benito Joint Union Sigh School in 

Rbl l i s t e r . These young people had to be willing to use 

Spanish as well as English, and were required to w a r 

uniforms. The f i r s t self-guiding nature t r a i l for the west 

s ide was ins t igated, with the monument's f i r s t bilingual 

t r a i l guide. In May, two miles of the old Piumacles road 

from the green rock quarry to the Balconies ares, was 

converted to t r a i l use only. This road had been closed to 

v i s i t o r vehicles for several years, but continued to be used 

by government vehicles. 
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A severe storm with snow and s l e e t In l a t e December and 

ear ly January of 1974 closed the tnonument for several 

days. This storm did severe damage to the oaks in the 

Qaalone and Bear Gulch drainages and the chaparral 

throughout the monument, closing a l l t r a i l s for several 

weeks. 

The hnrm'Tipj Q£ so lid waste in the nrjnupent dry Land­

f i l l on Chalone Creek was ended i n January, and in February 

the l and - f i l l was closed by contracting for garbage removal 

t o County approved l a n d - f i l l s . 

The Pinnacles Land Si Cattle Co. again proposed to build 

and operate campgrounds and to provide v i s i t o r use f a c i l i ­

t i e s for lease to the NPS along l ines periodical ly proposed 

since 1969. 

The redescription of the one c le rk- typis t GS-̂ i posit ion 

to Secretary GS-5 was approved in December. 

at the beginning of the 1974 f i r e season, two old s l i p -

on pumper uni t s previously intended for disposal were 

reconditioned and put in. use as a temporary f i r e truck. 

Both, un i t s , one a 50 gallon capacity and the other with 100 

gal Ion capacity were mounted together on a one ton four by 

four truck. These cantoned uni ts performed exceptionally 

well on the Romo f i r e and added greatly to the monument's 

limited building f i r e protection. There were two range 

ixnpravemBnt control burns on the monument's boundary in 

1974. Cue was the tons burn on the southeast flank of the 
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monuinent, and i t escaped and burned 950 acres in the 

monument. A wildfire on the Cbndor Gulch t r a i l in August 

burned approximately one acre and was probably caused by 

youngsters playing with natches. 

The nonument's proposed Master Plan was released to the 

public i n May followed by public meetings in the connrjnitiee 

of Hoi l i s t e r and Soledad. Major port ions of the new plan 

tha t received public endorsement were: (1) f*o through road; 

(2) retention of Bear Gulch ram; (3) removal of v i s i t o r 

f a c i l i t i e s to the monument'e bcundaries, and (4) day use 

only and establishment of shu t t le systems. In March, a 

house hearing on Pinnacles Wilderness was held in 

Washington. Acreage recommendations by the 3ervice were 

10,980, up from previous recommendations of 5,330 ac res . 

Superintendent Broyles made a map presentat ion to the House 

Inter ior and Insular Affairs Gmoittee outl ining the admin— 

i s t r a tdon ' s proposal and discussing i t s re lat ionship to 

present and future development of the monument for v i s i t o r 

use. 

The monument's Hitural Resource Management Plan was 

completed and submitted to Region for review and comment in 

August. 

Sixteen work-study students from West Valley College 

worked as V.I .P. "s on weekends and holidays, ass is t ing the 

rangers in in terpre t ive , info n a t i o n and protection 

serv ices . 
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Visi tat ion lircpped in 1974 about 12 percent frcm the 

previous year and was especial ly low January through, torch 

due to bad weather and the fuel c r i s i s . 

1975 was a productive year. Many projects were made 

possible through the manpower provided by such, t ra ining 

programs as CETA, AWARE and NYC. 

A new permanent lark Technician posit ion was f i l l ed in 

February of 1975, bringing the t o t a l number of ful l time 

posit ions to 12. Tbree of the permanent posit ions were 

assigned to the west side of the monument: ( d i s t r i c t 

ranger, park technician, and maintenancanan). 

The Bear Gulch Visi tor Center was enlarged by combining 

the bui lding 's separate rooms for exhibi ts , storage and 

information in to one, doubling space tor v i s i t o r use . 

Chaparral 's Ranger Stat ion was also improved for v i s i t o r 

service by replacing double garage doors with a s ingle half 

glass door and large wirdow. 

Bilingual nature walks were ins t i tu ted in March by 

Spanish-speaking Park Aides. Two of the six bilingual Aide 

posit ions were reassigned to the West Dis t r ic t upon becoming 

vacant and were f i l l e d by high school students from Soledad-

Gonailes High School. 

In October Pinnacles part icipated in the s^n Benito 

County Fair tor the f i r s t time with an exhibit as part of 

the monument's Mcentennial Program. With a bicentennial 

grant of SI,000, Dis t r ic t Ranger Hasp s tar ted the a r e a ' s 
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f i r s t Eaviroimental Education Program. Again, many valuable 

hours of nunpower were contributed to park operation by 

mjrk-^tndy students from West Valley College. 

Planning began in December for management of the 

ncnument's chaparral ecosystem thI^^ugh use of prescr ipt ion 

burning. Professor Garold Biswell of the universi ty of 

California a t Berkeley began a plan for rein.treducing f i r e 

as a management tool a t Pinnacles. Fires in the monument 

were*, one two-acre f i r e above Chalone Creek Campground in 

June, and one range improvement f i r e on the boundary in 

Why. The 2,000 acre burn gave an opportunity for the 

t ra ining of a f i r e team of five monument employees. 

Construction on the proposed Juniper Canyon Trai l was 

s tar ted i n February. The Bear Gulch t r a i l was iraintenanced, 

five concrete bridge abutments were veneered, with rock, and 

reta ining walls reestablished.. Innxrovement was made on the 

Bear Gulch Caves t r a i l by an NYC crew. 

Important boundary changes were combined with Wilder­

ness planning in one piece of l eg i s la t ion by Congressman 

Burt Til cot t . Final review of the new Mister P lan ' s 

Environmental Statement by the public was completed in 

December, the draft for the Resource Management Plan went 

through regional review and was scheduled for public review 

early in 1976. 

During 1976, the 2Q0th anniversary of Independence, 

l i t t l e Pinnacles continued developing in many d i rec t ions . 
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Bicentennial a c t i v i t i e s included an exhibit in the 

Salinas Valley Fair and the hosting of the Bicentennial 

play, "We've Come Back For A L i t t l e Look Around" at Dunne 

Park in Hoi l i s te r . 

Two naintenanoe and one park ranger posit ions were 

upgraded t o WL-9, WG-10, and GS-9 respect ively . Two new 130 

day seasonal posit ions were establ ished. 

Interpret ive contacts increased 103 percent over 1975 

and a c t i v i t i e s increased to include the popular "Soakes 

Alive" deronstrat ions. Weekend and holiday help was again 

contributed by 20 students from West Valley College. 

Dr. Biswell 's Chaparral Fire Ecology Research Program 

was reviewed and finalized in May. No wildfires occurred 

during 1976, but employees did, respotid to one f i r e outside 

the tronument's east boundary. One 1,400 acre range improve­

ment f i r e on the monument's boundary in May involved 

t ra ining of a f i r e team of four employees. 

Training and equipment a ids for Search and Rescue 

received more at tent ion with the occurrence of two rock 

climbing f a t a l i t i e s , (the f i r s t since 1970). 

The 1.2 mile Juniper Canyon t r a i l was completed in. 

June. Rehabili tation of the badly eroded backcountry t r a i l s 

was s tar ted in December, and t r a i l s through the Balconies 

and Bear Gulch Caves areas were raised our of stream beds by 

NYC groups from Bbl l i s te r and Soledad. Concrete and asphalt 

water crossings were removed from the Old Pinnacles t r a i l 

p r io r to the area becoming wilderness. 
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