


In Fepruary anthority was received at the mmument to
recruit seasonal personnel outside the registers of
eligibles.

Camping in non-designated arens was authorized to cope
with heavy groip usape—perhaps partly due to the March
Sunset issue with an article about the hill and wlley
country of route 25, and the mention of Pinnacles.

In angust of 1963 the first draft of the Pinnacles

patwel History Handbock, written by Seasonal Ranger Reter

Bennett, was sent to the Regional Office for editing.

Naurerals patrols along Old Pinnmacles road were mde to
discaurage poachers. Ratrols were aut fram daylight to dusk
until deer season ended on August 2L.

A new sewer system was put into cperation ip August,
thus eliminating the antiquated facilities constructed in
the OCC days. The new system incomporated a cesspool to
handle the bulk of cutflow of the public facilities in the
3ear Qulch area ez well as the effluent fram the quarters.
The Public Health Service had beenl objecting to the seepage
into Tae streamn channel, and to the systen in general since
the mid-1940's. Tile was also laid in Building #5, for the
eventual shift of the office to that structure.

Much of the Supervisory fanger's and the Chief Ranger's
tire was spent interviewing applicants and processing papers
for the Accelerated Public Works tmil project. The lack of

a clerk at thai fime was an added hurden, so the clerk's
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position was reclassified to Administrative Assistant to
nelp with the recruiting and filling of the position.

Vandalism contimed to be the mjor saurce of admin-
istrative problems in the year of 1964, Cn one occasion &
visitor was apprehended in the act af destroying a light
bulb in the Bear QGualch Caves. Superintendent Steveuns
discussed the case with the U.S. Commissioner, Henry B.
Fulton of Salinas, who esked advice from the U.S. Attormey
General. The next month Orville Molman, F3l Special Agent
from Salinas, was in the park to discess law enforcenent
proceedurs with tho superintendent, and Superintendent
Stevens vigited the Regional Office to obtain aedvice from
Regional Solicitor Costello on law enforcement mtters.
Through the eiforts of F3I special Agent Orville Molmen
permission was given by the U.S, Attorney General for cases
involving Federal Regulations to be heard before the U.S.
Cormn,ssioner in Salinas. It was hoped that a more rigorcaas
law enforcerent and prosecution would reduce the prevalence
of vamialism.

On April 9, 1964, a. dinner social was held in the
Siperintendent’s quarters, and efmployees observed the
presentation of a Commendable Service Award presented by
Superintendent Stevens to Lverett Bright, who retired on
Jamary 25, 1964,

It was in 1964 that a documented and regunlarly scheduled

series of safety programs was initiated, and the position
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held by Art Smith was regraded and changed fram
mpintenancemnn to Foresmn L.

A nevw deck was laid on the bridge on the High Peaks
Trail. The lumber was hauled to the site by BSoy Scout
Eroups.

The old foot bridge in front af the headquarters was
also replaced by one constructed under the supervision of
Regional [andscape Architect Fowler.

On September 4, 1964, Rark Naturalist Joseph L. Sperter
was found dead in his quarters. The cause of death was
DnaeumonRia. A short mwemorial service was held at the
mortuary chapel in Hollister and was attended by his friends
from this area.

It was in 1964 that the new menace, motorcycle riders,
or "Tote Goets,” began to plague the moment. Sigons of the
ecological "death sentence" were found on the BEalconies
Trail, and signs were evected to deter the invaders, but the
menace continued.

On Jamexry 30, 12GS, a report was received that George
E. Baker, (arsetaker, had been drowned while clamming on his
day off. On the 3lst the report was confirnmed although his
body had not yet been recovered. The laborer position was
reclassified as (eretaker. On February 2 Ignacio Gendaria
was given a temporary apoointment a4s a laborer to assist
with general parkx maintenance until a successor to Caretaker

George Baker could be found.
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In Marech of 1865, Superintemndent Stevens discussed with
Regional officials the advisability of accepting gratuitous
services of Explorer Scouts for use on appropriate prajects,
and the new fee structure. Five thausand short tem
entrance pemits were printed loecally and one thousand
annual permit stickers were received with which to put the
new fee structure under the land and Water Conservation
Program into effect. Much time was devoted to devising &
procedure to collect fees with the limited manpower
awilable.

4 Plan For the Man was completed by Fark MNaturalist

Hotert Zink and was on file for inspection. 7Zink acquainted
himself with the paturalist Xile and put it in order. He
spent considerable time expanding the MNatural History
Association operations as well as contrikbating his
experience in developing a floor plan for the proposed
Visitors' Center. 7This experience wa.s gotained in acquiring
a tmckground of the arsa by swdying old master plans,
nistory and developmental outlines. He then went to the
Regianal Office to prepare an Interoretive Prospectus
cutline for the Regional Maturalist. Zinpk also spent
several days assisting the Master Plan Team.

In April of 1965, Chief FRanger Robert Ramstad was
presented with his twenty year service pin by Superintendent
Stevens. 2ob said that although the pin was three—quarters

of a year late, be was still glad to receive it.
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It was in 1965 that a stand-by carcusel slide projector
was purchased Tfor canpfire circle use and also a portable
amplifier to improve tne wvoice range at the evening
Prograns,

Another ipnova.tion at the park that year was a siren and
red light in the station wagon that were added in the hope
of slowing down some of the speeders.

& blue ribbon award was received for Pinnacles' exhibit
at the San Benito County Fair at Eolado Park.

"Tote Goats" continued to be a mounting problem, and in
Eecember patrols were increased in an attempt to apprehend

istmas tree thieves.

With the develcpment aof a plentiful water supply on the
west Side it was considered desirable Ioc enlarge the water
storage tank to 20,000 mllons, and to replace the pit
toilets as shown in the Drelilminary pians with an approved
canfort station on that side of the nmorument. These changes
were adopted 1n the fipal Mission 66 plans.

There was an increase of 15% in visitors to the park
over the year of 1964, and an 11% increase in owernight
visits., One hundred and eighteen thousand and forty—eight
visitors euntered PFinnacles in 1865, and thirty-four
thousand, nine hundred and nine pecple camped overnight.

The yaar of 1966 started off with the problem of five
stray cattle found in trespass on the Chalone Creek. They
were ldentified as being froam the Kelley Ranch stock and

were reroved by percounnel of the Kelley Ranch the same day.
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Jay Acres of the U.S. Geological Survey traced the
Coalone Creek Fault northward from Willow Spring aoting
deviation fram the track shown on previous geclogie
studies. He concluded that there was & considerable water
storage in the conglamerates east of the fault and that a
very good well could be obtained a short distance east of
the present Chalcone Creek Campgraitnd, He felt that Willow
Spring was the overflow of this underground reservoir.

On February 1, 1966, a neeting of the prospective Board
of Directors for the Pinnacles Matural History Assoclation
met and agrecd to form the organization. The drafts of the
Articles for Incorporation and the Bylaws were adopted, and
officers elected. With this action the affiliation of the
oast several years that the mrk had with the Gabrillo
Ristorical Association was termnated. Local newspapers
carried articles on the forming ©f this orgaization and
copies gf the articles were sent to the Regional Office in
&n Francisco.

A peregrine falcon was cobserved in nesting activities
west of the high peaks on March 9, 1966, It had been
several years since the rare bird had been spotted within
the momiment boundiries.

Frenuent rcad patrols were used in an effort to curb
roadside camping due to overcrowding of the campgrounds.

Vandalism in the mves contimied to be one of the
Yiggest administrative "neadaches.” Patrols were increased

but the Superintendent was convinced that the problem cauld



only be alleviated oy a famper-procd lighting system. The
following wonth nearly one hundred 2lignt ulbs were
destroyed.

The year of 1266 was an early fire season year and &
pumper unit was mounted on the "fire pick-up" at the park.
Fire lines at the toe aof the slopes in the campgroinds were
renewed, Dry grass and burnables in campgrounds were
resoved, Some of this latter work was done bty Boy Scaut
CIQups as conservation projects.

Repairs were rmede on the Chalone Creek Reservoir and
arraligements were mde to procure & pump of grezter capacity
{or that area.

A Project Cast Proposal was prepared for a vandal-proof
lighting system, and a new 60,000 gallon tank for the Bear
Culeh water system was constructed. e to pump traible on
the Chalone, and leaks in the Cnalone water tank, it was
necessiry to release water fram Split Rock Spring in Bear
Gualeh into the water system. This action mede it necessary
for additionmal chlorination at the Bear Gilch tank o mke
sure the water was safe for drinking.

The Pinnacles MNatural History Association ran into
difficulty in obtaining tax exempt status from the state of
Caliiornia and the mtter was referred to the Regional
Solicitor.

Skerches and pnotogrephs were started to accompany the
eological history of the area. The rough draft of the book

wis prepared and reviewed by the Reglonal RFublicity Office.

276


http://na.de
http://nfi.de

A contract was entered into by the Westernm Regional
Office and the Central California Archeological Foundation
for 31,500 for an archeclomical study to te made at Pinna-
cles MNatiopal Momument. The field work was started by
William Olsen, lewis A, Payen and John L. Beck in October
1966. The final report was received in May of 1967,

sMaintenancamn Hugh Mowery was assigned to temporary
duty as the ranger for the west side until that position
caild be permanently filled.

A tentative land acquisition program for the years 1962
through 1972 was drawn up for the possible procurement of
the in-holdings within the momment.

It was in the year of 1966 that we find the first
mention of Golden Ape Passports. (Golden Age Passports are
lifetime passes issued to persons over 62 that enable the
bearaer to enter any federal area free of charge.)

The park slide file was overhauled and the poor mterial
was discarded. The clide iile was poved to the nuseum
office wilding for convenience.

In Seoptember the administration of the momument was
informd that the U.S. Commissioner did not have authority
1o try cases fram Pinracles }ationa.l Monurent. Efforts were
then concentrated on getting assistance fran the County
Sheriff's Office with the cses to be heard by the local

Justices of the Zence.



e Blue BRibbon Award for Pinnmacles' V"Fiftieth
Anniversary" theme was received for the park's eniry ai the
San Benito County Fair at Bolado Park.

In Cectober of 1968 photograpnic coverage in support of
the proposed Chalone Peak Wilderness within the Pinmacles
boundaries was mrde and- forwarded to Washington, and in
Novenber the superintendent went to Salinas to arrange for a
nall in which the hearings could be held for the proposed
Pinnacles Wilderaness sres. The Mount Defiance Wilderness
HYearing date was set for February 2, 1967. Revised sheets
of the Yaster Plan showing proposed Wilderness area were
received. A corrected copy was in the Fark Headquarters to
be used by the public for reference.

The 43,336 campers in 1966 »=s a 21% increese over the
previcus year, nut the mumber of visitors (117,939) was down
by 1B people—this figure, however, did not include the
1,198 people who entered the west side of the momument
during 1966.

If was in the year of 1934 that the practice of
Superintendent’s Anmual Seports was dropped by the Service,
and shortly after, ihe practice of the Superintendeat's
Monthly Marrative Report was no louger & veguirement of
adrministration. The information for the talance of the 1960
decade was found in the Publicity file at Finnacles Mational
Momiment.

The Wilderness Act of 1984 provided that certain areas

af public domin should be designated as "wilderness" and
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preserved for future generations. Hearings on the amount of
land in and adjacent to Fianacles Mational Momument that
shbauld be included in the Chalone Deak Wildemess Bill, tae
Mt. Defiance Wilderness Bill, and finally the one that was
enacted, the Pinnacles Mational Monurent ¥ilderness @8ill,
would expand another decade. The Mt, Defiance Bill that was
introduced by Semator Themas H. Kochel in 1968 proposed that
3,270 acres be included as wilderness. The Sierra Club, the
Natiomal Audubon Society and the Federation of %Western
Qutdoor Clubs opposed this proposal--these orgpnizations
felt that the arez encamassed undey the Bill should be rore
like 13,000 acres. The Sin Bepito County boeard of
supervisors was cpposed to the larger acreage for the sake
af the

landowners in the souvthern end of the county who would be
affected by lower walue for their lands, and for the
reduction in tax reveme. The matter contimled o be a
topic for negotixtions for the rest of the 1960's.

On March 25, 1667, a (zlifornia Division of Forestry
truck driver was killed shen his truck went too close to the
edge, and careened down the rountain from the supply road to
the Loakaut Tower on North Cnalone Peak.

It ws in 1967 chat sigeing sas put on Route 101
designating route 25 to Hollister and the Pinnacles.

Supervisory Ranger Ramstad 1eft Pianacles in Septatber

1967 and his replecerent, James langford, came in January

ri

Q

of 19€8. In March of 19€3 Superintendent Delyle Stevens
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retired. Cordon Patterson wodk over as superintendent in
April of the same year.

Reports of sarch 19688 mention that there was Still
electric lighting in the caves, mt July reports note that
the caves were no longer lighted. Pecple nad w bring their
own flashlipgnts. They had finally found a ﬁay t0 curb the
vandalism to the electric light tulbs in the caves!

In 1963 the first coantrolled bturning GLook place in
Sequoia Matienal Park under the experimental program
conducted by & pgroup of four professors from San Jose State
Chiversity. Control burning was a subject that Park
Mrwalist Bobert Zink of Pinnacles had been trying to
pramte since 1966 for chaparral country. DPrescribed
barning, as it is now known in the Ntional Park Service, 1is
a regular part of Pinracles resource planning.

In June of 1963, Administrative Officer fuane Jchnson
received special recognition for the job he had performed
¥hile he was Acting Superintendent cefore the arrival of the
new superintendent, Gordon Patterson.

It was in 1968 that Pinnecles began to mke »laons for a
study to find the limit of capacity for the monument. The
new ecological interest of the peoble of the United States
braught to the administration of our national parks and
mopurents the realization that over-owruse by the visitiag
public could destroy the rescurces the Service was trying o
orotect. For so mny vears the enphasis nad been on tryving

to get more pecple to visit the recreational areas. Now it
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was apmreat that if the natural resources were pgoing to be
saved, visitation would have to be limited.

In Cetober of 19€8 the Chalone Campgraund closed until
further notice due to the fact that only five inches of
rainfall in the previos year made for an emergency water
shortage and extreme fire hazard. The campground veopened
on the twenty-fifth of November.

It wes June 28, 1962 that the Revenue and Expenditure
Control Act (PL 90-384) was initiated. The result to
Pionacles Mational Monurent was that cnly three ocut of every
faur positions could be filled. To meet the reducticn in
employrent, the Visitors Center befan to be closed on the
two days of the week that surveys had shosn o be the
slowest in monunent visitation, Tuesday and Wednesday. This
control was lifted in 193,

The period of the 1960's had beea a pericd of change at
the momuent. The new decade would see the easerent of the
employee cartailment. But the emphasis on police protection
would continue, and even increase. The concern for the
ecological environment wauld also increase. To those who
believed that the purgose of the Mational Rark Service was
to preserve the natural environment, these two areas of

erphasis at times seemed dilabolically opposed.
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Chapter 13

THE 1870's AT PINNACLES

The spires, dopes apd finger-like pimnacle projections
from shich Plnnacles Mationzl Momument derived its name, had
long been a mecea to the mountain climbers, and there was
probably no stone that had beer ieft unscaled by the time
the eeventh decade of the tweptieth ceptury errived.
Becanse of the campectness of the monument and the
carnvenience of its location, Pinnacies became especially
valued as a training site for novice climbers. This is
regrettable in a way, for the soft volcanic rock camposition
of Pinnacles’ formations does not lend 1tself fo ideal
climbing conditions.

There had been many c¢lase calls for both hikers and
experienced climbers over the years, when the services of
the rangers were callied uvpon to rescue visitors who bad
.became stranded on some high peak. On March 21, . 1970
Pipnacles Mational Momurent recorded its first fatality of a
climber.

Gerald QCsborn, 24, an experienced climber of five
vears, and EKathy Sasid, 20, a new climber of six months
experience (both students at Berkeley), had started their
ascent of Machete Ridge about noon frum the west side of the
momment. They had spent an bour at the summlt preparing
their ropes and gear. It was abont dusk when they were

ready to make their descent. Why Osborm chose to rappel
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down the west face of the Michete instead of taking the
safer eastern exit at that late bour is not known. The west
face was a five bhundred foot drop, (Osborn mde the first
reppel and was a hundred feet below the ridge when Eathy
began her rappel to join him. Insteazd, Kathy rappeled past
Osbarn apd fell to her death. When Cshorn could not receive
an answer to calls to his cappanion, he began to call for
help.

A daripg night rescue of Osborn was cobpducted by the
Search and Rescue team at the monument. Iater, when it was
suggested that Chief Ranger Jim Lapgford's name be submitted
for an award for his part in the rescue, Jim declined the
nomination, saying thet that was what the job of ranger wms
all about, and it had just been part of his job. However,
in 1971, James langford received the Valor Award which is
the highest award bestowed by the Demrtment of the
Interior. The award is only given on such occasions when
the recipisnts endangered their oem Iives to save that of
another.

October 25, 1970 saw another accidsntal fatality of =
visitor to the park. This time it was not a climber but a
hiker, who had ccme for the weekend fram Merin County with =
graup of other students apd their instructors 1o enjoy
hiking the Pinnacles' trails. On the afterpoon of the
twenty—-fifth, the party divided inte two groups, each taking
5 different route on the High Peaks Treil. Michasel louis
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Cwens and two other boys had stopped to rest, after which
his campanions climbed a mearby pinnacle. They then called
Osens to advise him of their location. In en attempt to
reech his companions, Owens evidently fell to his death.
The party of students did not know his exmct location, but
they conducted an exhaustive search which continued into

the following day, rt which time they notified the super—
intemdent’'s office. A search was made by the Pinnacles
staff and Owen’'s body was found where he had fallen sixty
feet to his death. The San Bepito County Sheriff's Office
camenderd the rangers for the professional way in which they
bad carried out the search and helped conduct the ques-
tioning of the witnesses that followed the recovery of the
body.

There have been two other fatal accidents to climbers
since that of Bathy Skski in 1970. Ore happened on May 13,
1976 when Mitchell Haydonm fram Livermore was climbdng in
Juniper Canyon with compenions. Haydon was an experiénced
climber, but trouble with his rope and a knot that had
slipped caused a sixty-foot fatal fall.

Co Decamber 5, 1976 the other accidept Involved two
young men from Qupertino, Californmia, who were climbing the
"Direct" Route Machete Ridge. Despite their youth they were
both experienced climbers. Frank Mayes was leading the
pitch at the time of the accident. His cammanion, who had

made the climb before, thought apother anchor might be



needed and had brought along the equipment to install ome.
Mayes opted not to be bothered with the installation of the
anchor that might bhave saved his life. He fell to a iedge
approximately fifty feet below to his death. Resulting from
the Board of Inquiry that followed the accident was the
resolution to officially request Mr. Chuck Richards, the
author of Pinnecles Climber’s Guide to delete fram future

editiops a statement that tends to discourage climbers from
placing additiona) protective anchors on that particular
route.

Although 1970 had ended on B note of eadness, the year
had heen one of record attendence at the momment with
vigitation climhing to 166,208.

The question of a rogd through the monument from Route
101 at Soledad to Route 25 1n Bear Valley was still arocupd
in 1971, since the 1965 master plan mroposed it be made a
scenic route. The Chambers of Commerce of Hollister, King
City and Soledad were for the connecting road, 2s were the
Doards of Supervisors of both San Benito and Monterey
Counties. Superintendent Gordon Patterson was also in fawor
of the road and mede many sppesrances at various meetings in
the pelghhoring towms to promte the idea. But the 1970's
wvas the decade when the ey word was “epviromment,” as the
local officials found out when they asked for public opinion

on the iasue.
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In April of 1972 a new Master Plan study was ordered
for Pimnacles. The team conducting the study was headed by
Landscape Architect A. Ronald Mortimore.

In preliminery Master Plan hearings in Hollister, it
developed that envirommental groups were opposed to a
through road and they gained the support of the public. It
was found thzt the mjority aof the public wanted to keep
that portion of the Pinnacles undisturbed, free fram the
intruding antombile.

Visitation to the momzpent hit an all-time high io 1971
shen 168,241 visits were recorded.

The prectice of submitting en anmal report by the
superintendents in the Mticnal Park Service was reinstated
in 1972. Fourd in a November 1872 merorandum fram the
Director is the rationale bebind the reenactment of that
practice. Director George B. Hart=og, Jr. wrote:

I hawe long been aware that the Mational Park
Service has pot done all that is desirable to -
preserve 1ts own history. ¥any governmental
agencies maintain historical offices for this
purpcse, not only for antiquarian jnterest but
to serve the contimuing needs of management.
Current policies and decisions cannot be properly
formilated with-out reference to past experience.

The need is three—fold: to insure the preser-
vation of the records most significant for future
historians, to foster the production of records
of mximm historical value, and to maintain a
staff capability to prepare narrative material of
historical content and to provide informtion
relating to mst activities, achievements, and
personelities of the Service.

The establishpent of the Ntional Park
Service archives at the Harper's Ferry Center was
a step toward meetipg these needs. As another, I
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am reinstituting the anmial report of the
Director of the Metionel Park Service, discon-
timed in 1964, and asking for a superintendent's
annual report for each park, « . .«

Finslly, I am establishing a smll unit under
the supervision of the Chief Historian to carry
out the following responsibilities:

Before dispositicn of official records to the
Federal Records Centers, +to identify those
records juiged by tHe Mational Park Service to be
most desirgble to preserve for Thistorical
purpcses and +to work with Records (enter
Qfficials to insure preservatton.

To prepare, In cooperation with key offi-
cials, the anmmml report aof the Director aof the
Mational Park Service.

To assist Harpers Ferry archival personnel in
collecting unofficial documents important to an
understanding of Mationgl Park Service history,
including oral history « « + .

We are fortumate that Director Hartzog realized that
the greservation of our historical heritage was an important
adjunct to the new api:lrecia‘tion for, and interest in, the
presermtion of our patural resources. The reminder of the
information for the 1970's was taken fram the superinten-
dent's annual reports, unless cotherwise stated.

In 19‘?2 the Visitors Center received new displays and
an "open house" was held on March 1, as part of the Mational
Park's Centennial. Bear Gulch Trail, started early in 1971,
was finished and was dedicated on June 8. Pedestrians had
always had 1t hike up the road; now they had s safe and
attractive trmil. The monument’'s Matural History Associa-
tion hecame affilisted with Southwest Parks and Monuments
Association in this year aleo.

1973 saw two new permanent full-time GS-6 Park

Technician positions allocated to Plnnacles, for fee
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collection and protection activities. This raised the
purber of permnent positions to 11. Two pew trail guides
were published: a geology guide to the Comdor Gulch Trail,
and & plant puide to the Bear Gulch Trail. The roads and
paricing area on the east side, and the west side entrance
road, were resurfaced. A 6-foot chain l1link fence was
constructed around the Chalone Creek Mrintenapce Area to
prevent recurrepce of a bresk-in aod theft of tools end
equipment eariier in the year. In October, Superintendent
Gordon Pattersen trapsferred to the position of Park Safety
Qfficer at Lake Mead Mational Recreational Area.

In Jamary of 1974 FRothwell P. EBroyles, Chief of
Interpretation and Resource Management a2t Organ Pilpe (Gactus
Mational Mooumnt, traosferred te Pinnacles as Superinten-—
dent. The President's "back-to—school" program was utilized
in the hiripg of six intermittent bilinpual Park Aides who
were selected at San Benito Joint Union High School ia
Hollister. These young pecple had to be willing to use
Spanish as well as nglish, and were reguired to wear
miforms, The first self-guiding nature trail for the west
side was instigated, with the momument's first biliogual
trail guide. In Muiy, two miles of the old Pinnacles rcad
fran the green rock quarry to the Hlconies aren was
converted to trail use only. This road had been closed to
visitor vehicles for several years, but contimmed to be used

by goveranment wehicles.
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A severe storm with snow and sleet in late Decamber and
early Jammry af 1974 closed the monument for several
days. This storm did severe damage to the ocaks in the
Mhalone and Bear Gulch drainages amd the chaparral
throoghout the momument, closing 2ll trails for several
weeks,

The burning of solid waste in the mommment dry land-
fill on Chalone Creek was ended in Jenuiry, and in Febrmary
the lapd-fill was closed by comtracting for garbage removal
to County approved land-fills.

The Pinnacles land & Cattle Co. again proposed to uild
apd operste campgroupds and to provide visitor use facili~
ties for lease to the NPS alopg lines pericdically proposed
since 1969.

The redescription of the one clerk-typist GS—i position
to Secretary G5-5 was apmroved in December.

At the begiopning of the 1974 fire season, two o0ld slip—
on pumper units mpreviocusly intended for disposal were
recormditioned and put in use as a temporury fire truck.
Both units, one a 50 galion capacity and the other with 100
gallon capacity were mpunted togetber on a one ton four by
four truck. These cambriined urits performed excepticnelly
well on the Romo fire and added greatly to the monument's
limited building fire protection. There w»ere two range
impravement cantrol burns on the monument's boundary in

1674. O(ne was the Romo burn on the southeast flank of the
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mopreent, and it escaped and burned 950 acres in the
monument. A wildfire on the (ondor Gulch trail in August
urned approximately one acre and was protebly caused by
youngsters playing with matches.

The mmment's proposed Master Plan was released to the
public in May followed by public meetings in the cammmities
of Hollister and Soledad. Mijor portions of the new plan
that received public endorsement were: (1) No through road;
{(2) retention of Bear Gulch Dam; (3) removal of visitor
facilities to the momment's boundaries, and (4) day use
only and establisiment of shuttle systems. In March, a
house hearing on Pinpacles Wilderness was held io
Washington. Acreage recanmendations by the Service were
10,980, up fram pmreviocus  recanendetions of 5,330 acres.
Superintendent Brogles made a map presentatfion to the House
Interior and Insular Affairs Coomttee cutlining the admin-—
istration's rproposal and discussing its relationship to
resent and future development of the monument for visitor
use.,

The mmment's MNatural Respurce Managerent Plan was
campleted and submitted to Reglon for review and camment in
Angust.

Sixteen work-study students fram West Valley College
worked as V.I.P.'s on weekends and holidays, assisting the
rangers in interpretive, informetion and protection
services.
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Visitation dropped in 1974 about 12 percent fram the
previcus year and was especially low January through March
dve to ad weather and the fuel crisis.

1875 was a productive year. Many projects were made
possible through the menpower provided by such training
programs as CETA, AWARE and NYC.

A new permapent Park Technician position was filled in
Febrmary of 1975, hringing the total number of full time
pogitions to 12. Three of the permanent positions were
assigned to the west side of tThe monument: {(district
renger, park technician, and mintenancemsn).

The Bear Guich Visitor Center was enlarged by cambining
the building's saparé.te rocms for exhibits, storage and
informetion into one, doubling space for visitor use.
Chaparral's Ranpger Station was also improved for visitor
service by replacing double garage doors with a single half
glass door aml large window.

Bilingual nature walks were inastituted in March by
Spanish-speaidng Park dides. Two of the six hilingual Aide
positions were reassigned to the West District upon becaning
vacant and were filled by high school students fram Soledad-
Gonzales High School.

In October Plnnacles participated in the Sar Benito
County Feir for the first time with an exhibit as part of
the momument’s Bicentennial Program. With a bicentennial

grant of $1,000, District Eaoger Rasp started the area'’s
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first Eavirommental Education Program. Again, many valuable
hours of mnﬁaier were contributed tw park operation by
work-stirly students frop West Valley College.

Plannipg began in Deceghber for management of the
momment's charerral ecasystem through use of prescription
burning. Professor Harold Biswell of the University of
Califarnia at Berkeley began e plan for reintroducing fire
as a management tool at Pipnacles. Fires in the monument
were:  one twoacre fire above Chalage Creek Campground in
Jme, and one range improvéament fire on the boundary in
My, The 2,000 acre burn gave an cpportumity for the
training of a fire team of five monument amployees.

Construntion on the proposed Juniper Canyon Trail was
started in Februwry. The Bear Guich trail was maintenanced,
five concrete bridge abhutments were veneered with rock, and
retaining walls reestablished. Improvement was made on the
Bear Gulch Caves trail by an NIC crew.

Important boundary changes were combined with Wilder-
ness planping in one piece of legislation by Congressman
Burt Talcott. Final review of the new Mister Plan's
Envirommentzl Statement by the public was campleted 1n
December, the draft for the Resource Management Plan went
through regiongl review and was scheduled for public review
esrly in 1978.

During 1976, the 200tk anniversary of Independence,

little Pinnacles continued developing in many directions.
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Bicentennial activities Iinocluded an exhibit in the
Salinas Valley Feir and the hosting of the Bicentennial
play, '"We've Come Back For A Litfle Lock Arcamd” at Dunme
Park in Hollister.

Two mintenance and one park ranger positions were
upgraded to WL~3, WG~10, and GS-9 respectively. Two pnew 180
day seaspnal positions were established.

Interpretive comtects increased 103 percent over 1975
and ectivities increased to ipelude the popular '"Sposkes
Alive!'' depopsirations. Weekend and holiday help was agzin
contributed by 20 students fram West Valley (College.

Dr. Biswell's Chaparral Fire Ecology Research Program
was reviewed and finmalized in May., No wildfires cccurred
during 1976, but amployvees did respornd to ane fire cufside
the momment's east boundary. Cne 1,400 acre range improve—
ment fire on the monument’s boundary in May iogvolved
training of 2 fire team of four amployees.

Training and equipment aids for Search and Rxla-scue
received more attention with the occurresce of two rock
climbying fatalities, (the first since 197Q).

The 1.2 mile Juniper Canyon trail was canpleted in
Jume. Reshabilitetion af the badly erocded backecountry frails
wms started in December, and trails through the Balconies
and Bear Gulch Caves areas were raised out of stream beds by
NYC groups fram Bollister and Soledad. Concrete and asphelt
water crossings were removed fram the 0Old Pioppacles trail

prior o the area becaning wilderness.
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