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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chalone Creek Archaeological Sites are composed of three prehistoric Native
Californian sites, an open camp sité (5Bn~-PNM-8), a rock-shelter with an. eastern .

exposure (SBn-PNM-9), and a midden deposit with a small number of bedreck mortar

cups (SBn~PNM-6). The former two sites are

while the bedrock‘mortar-midden site is

Site

SBn-PNM~6 is a midden deposit at. the base of monolithic boulderé, the bases of
which show some smoke-blackening. This site is about 50 feet in diameter and

has been slightly impacted— Site SBn-PNM-8 is about 75 feet in diameter

and is situated on a slightly sloping flat area —E

A

dark-colored midden deposit has yielded several chipped and ground stone artifacts,
one of which has been chronologically placed at the beginning of the Christian era,’
This site has been affected by a trail and by rodent Burrows‘butlimpaéts are not
severe. Site SBn-PNM-9 is a linear overhang or exogene rocksheltér about 35 feét
long and 6 feet in width, Smoké-blackéned rock surfaces and a few collected

. artifacts indicate that this roékshelter provided protection from westerly winds
for ﬁative peoples, This‘site appears to be intact. The éiﬁeS’are'in a chaparral
environment which includes oaks, manzanita, and various bushes but larger trees
and plants ére hearby.‘ Tﬁe sites‘were recorded and describeg/during a.iégg
archaeological survey of the Monument accomblished by W. H.Aolsén, L, A, Péyen,
and J, L. Beck, The arealencbmpassing the Chalone Creek sites is.a polygon

slightly east of north as shown on the dccompanying map.

.Further alternations or impacts should be

avoided.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the cluster of three sites is that each represents a

different type of cultural activity influenced by different combinations

of natural resources and settings.

As a group, all three sites possess potential

for chronological determinations, human environmental adaptations, and behavioral

patterns as well as other research topics such as possible tribal identification

of early area inhabitants,

good to excellent.

-

The state of preservation for the sites is at least

The Chalone Creek archaeological sites lie about half-way

between an excavated late prehistoric site — '

R

There are no other

excavated or surveyed sites in the western margins of San Benito County

neighboring the Monument area.

several are bedrock mortar clusters with little or no mldden deposit.

Of the 13 recorded sites within the Monument,

The three

Chalone Creek sites represent the most s:.gniflcant known cultural resources of

the Monument and.‘SBn-]?NM-B and 9 were identified by Olsen, Payen, and Beck as

possessing high research potential.
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