
Marysville

City of Many Trails

Oregon Trail: Marysville, Kansas is a hub

city for many important lines of transporta

tion and communication Situated on the

Big Blue River, just west of town, the Mar

shall Ferry became an important crossing

point for the Oregon and California Trails in

1849 and led to the development of the town.

Pony Express: In 1860 the freight com

pany of Russell, Majors and Waddell chose

Marysville to position a home/relay station

for its Pony Express endeavor. For 18

months the town served as a home station

where horses and/or riders were changed

along the 1,840 mile route.

Overland Stage: After the transcontinen

tal telegi*aph ended the Pony Express days,

the Overland Stage Company ran a route

through Marysville utilizing the Cottrell

barn as a livery.

Railroads: The coming of the St. Joseph

and Denver City Railroad in 1871 ushered in

a new era of transportation. MarysviUe has

been a railroad town ever since.

Artwork by Dan Jacobson depicts the many

lines of transportation and communication

that connected Marysville with the rest of

America throughout the 19th Century.

United States Postal Service

In November of 1854, Frank Marshall was

licensed to establish a post office near his

feny. He named it Marysville, after his wife.

It was the first civilian post office in Kansas

Territory. Hundreds of letters were posted

from the site by emigrants heading on west

along the Oregon Trail, as a last attempt to

communicate their whereabouts and welfare

to friends and relatives back east.

The Museum houses several period post office

mailboxes, including one purported to be

Frank Marshall's original. There is also a

circa 1913 mail buggy used on the first Rural

Free Delivery Route ft-om Marysville and a

hand mail cart used to bring mail to the post

office from the train station in Home, Kansas.

Pony Express Home Station Number One

106 South 8th St.

Marysville, KS

66508

PHONE; 785-563-3825

Pony Express

Home Station # 1
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Yesterday

And Today

Pony Express Home Station #1 Museum

Open April thru October

M-Sat 10 to 6 Sun. 12-4

Phone: 785-662-382S

Winter by appointment

call: 785-562-5593 or 785-562-3901

On the web at: http://www.marshallcoks.com/

marysville.htm




