
L{}k/ g $ EANA has some or the ordest,
most spectacular, and best preserved Indian mounds in
the world. Compared with other places, Louisiana has
an unusually large number of mounds and earthworks,
which span a long period of time. Although mounds
are found throughout the state, they are most densely
concentrated in northeastern and central Louisiana.

Indians first built mounds here by 4000 8.C., making
them among the oldest in the Western Hemisphere.
Louisiana has mounds older than the pyramids in
Mexico and South America, older than Stonehenge
in England, and older than the Egyptian pyramids.
People still used mounds even after European explorers
first arrived in the Mississippi River Valley.

,.i'i..i: i.: l.i i: ::i i --:- *i a::!

:

lr'

:.1.:

'.:1

t,::

..

:-.

..:.

i

t-l-

a

i":

:::

a:-

rr-l

.

i-i-

l::

,-: l

.j

t:

.!

;.:

.,.,



Southeast

Louisiana

?a*:"J

CADGIS Research Lab,

Department of
Louisiana State

forCenter Arrhaeology,

Louisiana
P.O. Box
Baton

Louisiana



$p"3#f?

.*'r *! ,"-: r=
JsdS{".*\

$ Tur warsoN BRAKE slrE rs
UNUSUAL BECAUSE OF ITS SIZE,
SHAPE, ANo 5,OOO.YEAR-oLD AGE

'ffir THts pRIVATELy-owNED slTE HAS
MOUNDS OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND SIZES
SURROUNDING A CENTRAL PSZA.

The Campus Mounds sire at Louisiana
State University in Baton Rouge is one of
these early sites. The LSU site has two
mounds, each nearly 20 feet tall. All other
early mound sites in Louisiana are at least
partially on private properry. These mounds
are well protected by the landowners.

Another mound sire that is open to the public is the
Marksville State Historic Site in Avoyelles Parish. It also
is a National Historic Landmark. Beginning around A.D.
50, Indians constructed five mounds there, encircled by
a low earthen embankment. Some of the mounds are
conical, with rounded tops, and others have flar tops.



$ fne r-su CAMpus MouNDs
ARE OLDER THAN THE
PYRAM I DS oF EGYPT.

At least some Marksville mounds were used as burial
places. Indians living at the site made artifacts and built
mounds very much like those in the Ohio River Valley.
This shows that the two groups of people were in contact
with each other.

IN WEST CARRoLL PARISH,
lNDlANs BUILT Rows oF RtDGES,
AS WELL AS MOUNDS.

Mounds were still being
constructed in Louisiana in
the mid-1500s, and possibly
later. During the 1800s,
some mounds in southern
Louisiana were actively used
for traditional rel igious
activities. Today the mounds
continue to be sacred and
powerful places.

Louisiana has more than 700
archaeological sites with

residents and visitors can
better understand and
appreciate them.

g[ eovrnrv Po]NT's LARGEsT MouND
IS MORE THAN 70 FEET TALL,

-S 
AnouNo A.D. 50, tNDIANS BUTLT THE MouNDS AT MARKSVILLE

ByA.D.
temples
conical

700,
and

Indians built mounds that were
They also continued building

platforms for
leaders'houses.

mounds during this time. Some sites in Louisiana
had multiple mounds villages


