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The Gallagher Ranch before dernolruon. 1985 Photographs by Dewey Livingston • 
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P. GRNAZZI RANCH 
(portion in Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

While within the legislated boundaries of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, only part of the Genazzi Ranch was purchased by the National 
Park Service. The ranch, located south across Lagunitas Creek from the town 
of Point Reyes Station, was split at the time of federal purchase, with 435 acres 
of grazing land included in the park and about 60 acres retained by the Genazzi 
family. The ranch is bounded on the north by Lagunitas (Papermill) Creek, on 
the east by the Gallagher Ranch, on the south by the former Edwin Gallgher 
Ranch and on the east by Highway One and some small residential parcels. 

The pioneer dairy ranch of D. D. Wilder no longer remains, in fact its 
exact location is not k_nown for certain. It is believed that Wilder's historic 
dairy was located on land adjacent to the Genazzi Ranch, on a parcel now 
occupied by CalTrans as a maintenance station. Wilder, who became a 
prominent California dairyman after leaving Olema, leased land from Rafael 
Garcia and his family in the vicinity of the Genazzi Ranch, with a house near 
the creek. His place in early dairying history of the area deserves mention in 
this report. 

2. History of the Genazzi Ranch 

The history of the Genazzi Ranch must begin with the occupation of 
Delos D. Wilder, an Olema pioneer who eventually left Marin County and 
became a prominent dairyman near Santa Cruz. Wilder was born in 
Connecticut on February 23, 1826. He followed the Gold Rush to California in 
1853 and arrived in Marin County in June of 1859. With $200 Wilder started a 
chicken ranch and small dairy where he met with some success. Wilder rented 
land near Samuel P. Taylor's paper mill warehouse on Lagunitas Creek from 
Rafael Garcia and became friends and apparently partners with nearby rancher 
L. K. Baldwin (see chapter on Truttman Ranch). He married neighbor John 
Nelson's sister Delia and started a family at the ranch. By 1870 he employed 
six laborers, five of whom were Swiss immigrants; previous employees had been 
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Joseph Codoni and Canadian Neil Mcisaac, both of whom would become leading • 
dairymen in the area.188 

About 1870 Wilder, in partnership with Baldwin, moved to Santa Cruz 
County and bought a dairy ranch which prospered. Eventually the partners 
split their holdings, both living to an old age as prominent citizens of the coast. 
Wilder's ranch north of Santa Cruz has become a part of the state park system, 
with most of the ranch being preserved and interpreted for the public. 

Upon Rafael Garcia's death in 1866 the remaining lands of Rancho 
Tomales y Baulines were divided among the heirs. Garcia's widow Maria 
Loreta received 819 acres at the northern part of the rancho, forming the 
southern boundary of what became the Genazzi and Gallagher ranches. Mrs. 
Garcia reportedly lived on a flat area of the ranch above today's Genazzi 
buildings. In 1873 she was murdered by a jilted lover who then ran to a nearby 
house and killed himself (see page 31). The land was left to her children, who 
soon divided the lands into the parcels known today. First, a 100-foot right-of­
way along the creek was sold to the North Pacific Coast Railroad Company. 
Then, two parcels were sold to Emma Shafter Howard, owner of many Point 
.,...,. .. "'ii. W TT "1 i 1 .., " '"' '"' ..tteyes rancnes. 1virs. nowaru s01u a 124-acre par·cei in the northwestern corner 
of the ranch to her brother-in-law James McMillan Shafter who built a house 
and dairy, naming it Riverside Farm; Shafter also bought the eastern 330 acres 
of Tv'frs. Garcia's holdings. One of Emma Howard's Point Reyes tenants, 
dairyman William E. Evans, bought 372 acres directly south of the Riverside 
Farm.189 

Shafter rented the Riverside Farm to various parties; it was there that 
his brother William Newton Shafter, who had supervised the vast Shafter dairy 
empire for many years, lived his last years. By 1892 the Evans parcel had been 
bought by Candido Righetti, a Swiss dairyman; in 1893 Righetti bought the 
Riverside Farm for $8,000, forming an almost 500-acre ranch and moving 
buildings from the Evans site down to the Riverside Farm site where they 
remain today. Righetti operated a dairy there until renting the ranch to Point 
Reyes tenant ranchers Pet~r and Isa Campigli. After the Campiglis retired to 

188
Harrison Santa Cruz County, p. 325; "Abstract ... Nelson Hotel"; Marin Journal, April 4 

and September 5, 1868, November 13, 1869, July 9, 1870 and November 7, 1889; Population 
Schedules, 9th U.S. Census, 1870. 

• 

189
Deeds Book Gp. 98, Book H 77, Book K p. 647, Book M pp. 169, 357 & 462, Book Q pp. • 

571 & 621, Book Pp. 396, MCRO; Munro-Fraser, Marin County, pp. 245. 

332 



• 

• 

• 

Olema, Righetti sold the ranch to their son-in-law, Federico (Fred) Genazzi.190 
. - , 

Fred Genazzi was born in Maggia, Switzerland, and came to California in 

1896 at age 14. He worked on ranches in the Tomales area and eventually 
rented a dairy ranch in Penngrove, Sonoma County; for a short time he 

operated a grocery store and saloon in Petaluma. Genazzi married Erminia 
Campigli, who had been raised at the U Ranch on Point Reyes and was now a 
widow with two children. Shortly after their marriage Genazzi bought the 

dairy business at the Righetti Ranch from his father-in-law, and in 1919 bought 

the ranch property. The couple raised four children at the ranch, including the 
two from Mrs. Genazzi's previous marriage. Genazzi milked about 100 cows 

and separated cream as a member of the Point Reyes Cooperative Creamery 
until he built a Grade A barn in 1934. Genazzi's son Harold entered the 

business and, with brother-in-law George Gilardi, bought the business entirely 
in 1951. Fred Genazzi retired to a house he built on the edge of the ranch; the 
family sold some residential parcels along the state highway during this time. 

Erminia Genazzi died in 1960 and her husband passed away in 1963. Harold 
Genazzi and his family operated the Grade A dairy until he accepted a federal 

dairy buyout in 1987. The next year the National Park Service bought aimost 
all of the grazing land on the ranch, leaving 60 acres under the ownership of 

Harold Genazzi and his sister, Evely11 Gilardi. The family holds a 25-year 
reservation on the grazing property, and raise beef cattle and replacement 
heifers. 191 

3. Historic Resources 

All of the potentially historic ranch structures are in the Genazzi's 

private parcel. On government land are the site of the old ranch, marked by a 
stand of old cypress trees, the former NPCRR railroad grade, and the fence 
lines which have not changed in location since 1868. 

190
0fficial Map of Marin County by George M. Dodge, County Surveyor, 1892; Livingston, 

Ranching, p. 327; Mason, Point Reyes, p. 81. 

191Genazzi ranch information from interviews with Evelyn and George Gilardi and Harold 
Genazzi. 
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Federico (Fred) Genazzi, Olema Valley dairyman Seth Wood photograph courtesy of Jack Mason Museum • 334 
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Q . ZANARDI RANCH 
Former Mazza Ranch 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

The Zanardi Ranch, now occupied by Anna Zanardi's son Pat Martin, is a 
well-preserved former dairy ranch on Platform Bridge Road, a back road that 
follows Lagunitas Creek north from Tocaloma. The 573-acre ranch rises from 
its extensive creek frontage to the top of the ridge that overlooks Nicasio Valley 
to the east and Lagunitas Creek and Point Reyes to the west. It is bounded on 
the west by the McFadden, Ottinger and Gallagher Ranches, on the north by 
Platform Bridge and Point Reyes-Petaluma Roads, on the northeast by private 
lands, and on the south by the Mcisaac Ranch. The property is mostly 
grassland with wooded gulches and very small amount of level land. The ranch 
complex sits on a rise next to the county road in the southern corner of the 
property . 

2. History of the Zanardi Ranch 

William J. Miller, a major landowner of the vast Rancho Nicasio, divided 
much of his property in the 1860s. In 1866 he sold a 1,201.64-acre portion on 
the extreme western section of his holdings to brothers Joseph and John 
DeMartin for $6,000. The Swiss brothers apparently developed a dairy on the 
property. Three years later, on August 25, 1869, the DeMartins sold slightly 
less than half of the ranch, 582.5 acres, to two other brothers from Switzerland, 
Luigi (Louis) and Joseph Mazza for $10,400. The Mazzas set to work 
developing their own dairy ranch, although Joseph died soon after, in 1873.192 

Luigi Mazza came to California in 1868 the long way, by ship around 
Cape Horn. Mazza was already well-traveled: he had participated at the young 
age of 13 in the Swiss gold rush to Australia in the mid-1850s. Mazza worked 
on a dairy at Petaluma for a year before buying his Marin County property. 
Five years after settling at Tocaloma he married Lucia Giacomini, possibly a 

• 
192

Deeds Book F, p. 89, Book I, p. 548, and death records, MCRO. 
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neighbor (Giovanni Giacomini owned the adjacent ranch during the late 1860s). 
The couple eventually had eight children: Romilda, Onellia (Nellie), Claudina, • 
Olympia, Willie, Alma, Samuel and Katherine. The Mazzas first lived in a small 

house, then built a two-story building with a creamery below and living 

quarters above. After gaining some profit from the dairy, Mazza built a 
substantial house in 1886 overlooking Lagunitas Creek. The older houses 

remained, the original one being attached to the new house. Mazza had also 
built a large milking barn a few years earlier. He inscribed his name and the 

year on beams in the barn and house.193 

Mazza's son Samuel worked on the ranch until he purchased the business 

for himself around 1906. He leased the ranch from his mother and siblings, as 
recorded in a lease dated 1920. Samuel Mazza's dairy was described in a 

contemporary biography in 1924: 

He gives special attention to dairy farming, keeping 
between eighty and ninety head of high-grade Jersey 
cows. He keeps pure-bred sires and is gradually 
improving the quality of the herd. He raises general 
crops and this year has the finest field of corn in 
Marin County, due to the fact that, though it is a dry 
year, he has irrigated his field. He also has a splendid 
,.-~~ ~r n+,..,.t,.. hnnt~ ;,,. ............. ,.ottl..... J.,J,..,. ,..,.mnln1:7C! mnrlorn 
V.l.V}J U.l. OllJV\..A U't;i"~llO .1.V.I. U.L.L"""' ""~"".&.""'• .IL.IL...., v.a..a..a.t-'.&.'-'J...., ......... _.~_._.,. 

methods in the operation of the farm, maintains it at 
the highest state of improvement, and is regarded as 
one of the most progressive farmers of the district. 194 

Mazza kept up the old family buildings, and in 1923 built a house near the old 

horse barn. Members of the Mazza family lived here during the subsequent 
years. 

In 1932 Mazza rented the ranch to Pete Poiani, his wife and stepson 

Louis Zanardi. After Poiani's death Zanardi and his mother bought the ranch 
from Mazza in the late 1930s; Mazza died in 1948. Mrs. Poiani and Louis 

Zanardi ran the dairy, building a Grade A sanitary barn in 1947 and shipping 
whole milk beginning in April of that year. At that time about 110 cows were 

milked, a number gradually increased to 160. Zanardi took over the business 

193Munro-Fraser, Marin County, p.436; Cross, Financing an Empire, p. 527; interviews with 
Pat Martin and Louis Bloom. 

194Leases Book J, p. 424, MCRO; Cross, Financing an Empire, pp. 527-528. 
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about 1950 and stayed in business with stepson Pat Martin until 1972. The 
Zanardis leased the pasture but continued to reside at the ranch. In 1984 Pat 
Martin took over the ranch. Later that year the Zanardi Ranch was purchased 
by the National Park Service from Louis and Anna Zanardi. The grazing land is 
now leased to Barbara Hall.195 

3. Buildings and Historic Resources 

The Zanardi Ranch contains most of its original structures dating from 
the 1870s and 1880s. There are 14 historic buildings on the property. 

a. Main Residence 

The home Luigi Mazza built in 1886 is a two story wood frame dwelling 
with gable roof and two gable dormers. It is attached to the pioneer dwelling of 
the ranch, possibly built before 1869. Overall the house measures 48' by 28', 
has a hip roof porch \vith chamfered posts, horizontal drop siding, and 
aluminum sash windows which have replaced the original wood sash. The 
house has a stone foundation and a wine cellar. The older portion has been 
remodeled extensively into a modern kitchen. The main house has seen some 
remodeling, although the exterior and upstairs interior have had few 
alterations. The house is in good condition. Although there have been some 
alterations, the historic integrity of the Zanardi house is good. 

b. Creamery /Dwelling 

This building may have been built around 1870. The Mazzas lived here 
before moving into the 1886 home. This small, two-story wood frame building, 
24' by 16', has dwelling rooms upstairs, and the old dairy house on the ground 
floor has been converted to a garage with a shed addition. It has horizontal 
drop siding, is painted gray, and is in fair condition. The creamery has seen 
alterations, and it possesses fair historic integrity. 

• 
195

Zanarcli family information from interview with Pat Martin. 
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d. Barn 

This large rectangular wood frame milking/hay barn was reportedly built 
in 1884. Cows were milked here until 1947, and it has been used for hay 
storage since then. The 40' by 64' barn has a stone and mortar foundation, 
random-width vertical board siding with some board and batten, corrugated 
metal roofing, and an old shed addition on the west side. It is accessed through 
small wood doors and rolling doors, and has raised wooden floors in the milking 
galleries, where many of the old wooden stanchions are extant. The name 
inscribed on the beam could not be located at the time of this writing. The 
barn is in fair condition and possesses excellent historic integrity. 

c. Grade A Barn 

This sanitary barn was built in 1947 and is no longer in use. It is a 
typical modern milking barn built of concrete, wood and corrugated metal. It is 
in good condition and, although at this writing it is less than 50 years old, has 

e. Seven Sheds 

The largest Zanardi Ranch shed measures 21' by 12' and stands east of 
the old dairy/dwelling. It appears to be over 100 years old. A small shed with 
a pyramidal roof, possibly used as a wash house, sits next to the 1886 house and 
appears to be contemporary with the house. It has horizontal drop siding, two 
doors, a 6-light wood sash window and a stone and mortar foundation; it is in 
good condition. Next to that stands a 14' by 24' open front shed and a small 7' 
by 10' gable roofed shed. Another unpainted 7' by 10' shed of uncertain origin 
stands behind the 1886 house. A 10' by 10' shingled shed with a pyramidal roof 
stands in the back yard of the 1923 house. A larger old shed/garage, 10' by 18', 
stands by the road at the entrance drive to the horse barn. The historic 
integrity of the sheds varies; most have good integrity with the exception of the 
1923 shed and the open front shed. 
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f . Horse Barn 

This is a typical circa 1870s horse barn and carriage shed; five horse 

stalls remain in the structure. The 25' by 42' barn has random-width vertical 
board siding and a wood shingle roof except for the rear shed section which has 
corrugated metal roofing. It has a large doorway on the front and various 
openings, including a diamond-shaped window, with no glass, at the peak of the 
front wall. It is in fair to poor condition; the roof is sagging and there is much 

structural deterioration. The horse barn possesses excellent historic integrity. 

g. 1923 House 

The house was built by Samuel Mazza in 1923 for family members. It is 
a simple, L-shaped wood frame building, 30' by 40', with a hip roof, lap siding, 
and front porch alcove. It is in fair condition. A room was added to the north 
side in 1961, leaving the house with oniy fair historic integrity. 

h. Water Tank 

A 10' by 10' concrete water tank with an old wood frame tank house on 
top sits on the hillside east of the ranch complex. It has a hip roof~ board and 
batten siding. Its construction date is unknown, but appears to be up to 100 
years old, and has excellent historic integrity. 

i. Gates, Fences, Corrals 

The fence lines on the Zanardi Ranch appear to follow the original lines. 

Much has been replaced over the years, although some major sections of old­
style split-picket fencing remain near the ranch complex. 

j. Trees 

Two groves of monterey cypress stand in the ranch complex. They 
appear to have been planted well over 50 years ago . 
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4. Historic Significance of the Zanardi Ranch 

The Zanardi Ranch is significant as an intact and well-preserved example 

of an early Marin County dairy ranch. Practically all of the original complex 
remains, with few alterations and additions, and in reasonably good condition. 
The owners, from only two families, contributed to the important Marin County 
dairy industry for more than a century. 

Historic Features 

1. Main Residence 

2. Creamery /Dwelling 
3. Barn 
4. Grade A barn 

5. 7 Sheds 

6. Horse Barn 
7. 1923 Hot1se 
8. Water Tank 
9. Gates, Fences, Corrals 
1111 Cypress Trees .l.V, 
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Top, the Zanardi house as 1t appeared in 1994 Below, the dairy house. NPS photographs by Dewey Livingston . 
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Old split picket fences remain on the Zanardi Ranch, t0p Below. the barn NPS phoros by Dewey l.Jvmgston 
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Detail of the 1873 "Official Map of Marin County" by Hiram Austin, showing the northern 
Olema Valley and the Tocaloma area. Jack Mason Museum Collection. 
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R . McISAAC RANCH 
Former Codoni Ranch 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

The Donald Mclsaac Ranch is located at a former railroad stop called 
Tocaloma, on Lagunitas (or Papermill) Creek a short distance east of Olema. 
The main ranch complex sits on a small plot northeast of the creek, the 
buildings clustered tightly together due to the shortage of level land. In 
addition, a historic ranch dwelling sits on a hillside west of the main ranch, and 
a converted dairy house, now a home, is located on the old railroad grade by 
Lagunitas Creek north of Tocaloma. The ranch itself is composed of two 
parcels totalling 1,073 acres; the smaller west parcel is a mixture of grassland 
and woodland running west over the ridgeline, and the east section is mostly 
grassland on steep rolling hills culminating at the top of a high ridge 
overlooking the Nicasio Valley. The ranch is bounded on the north by the 
McFadden and Zanardi Ranches, on the east by private property and the Cheda 
Ranch, on the south by the Cheda Ranch, the former Jewell Ranch, and the 
former Mcisaac/Ferro (Damazio) Ranch and on the west by the former Clorindo 
Bloom Ranch. Sir Francis Drake Highway marks most of the southern border 
of the ranch, and Lagunitas Creek and Platform Bridge Road divide the two 
ranch parcels. 

2. History of Mcisaac Ranch 

William J. Miller, a major landowner of the vast Rancho Nicasio, divided 
much of his property in the 1860s. In 1866 he sold a 1,201.64-acre portion on 
the extreme western section of his holdings to brothers Joseph and John 
DeMartin for $6,000. The Swiss brothers apparently developed a dairy or two 
on the property. Three years later, on August 25, 1869, the DeMartins divided 
the ranch, selling 582.5 acres on the northern portion to the Mazza brothers 
and the southern 619.5 acres to John or Giovanni deAndrea Giacomini for 
$5,000. Giacomini left the country, apparently leaving one of the DeMartin 
brothers running a dairy on the site. Less than a year after purchasing the 
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Tocaloma ranch, Giacomini sold the property to fellow Swiss immigrants Codoni 

and Cotta. 196 

Giuseppe (Joseph) Codoni, born of an old family in Corippo, Valle 

Verzasca in 1847, emigrated to the United States from Switzerland with a 

group of young townsmen in 1867, arriving in San Francisco on January 2, 1868. 
The group came to Marin County to work on dairies as others in their area had 

earlier; Codoni found work on the dairy of Delos D. Wilder north of Olema. In 

little more than two-and-one-half years Codoni was able to purchase his own 
dairy ranch, in partnership with a fellow traveler and Corippian named 
Giacomo Cotta. Codoni and Cotta bought the 619-acre ranch at Tocaloma from 
Giovanni Giacomini on August 15, 1870, for $10,000. Giacomini, living in 

Switzerland at the time, enlisted his attorney John D. Giacomini, no doubt a 

relative and perhaps a son, to handle the sale. Codoni and Cotta took over the 
dairy and improved it through the years made it a well-respected dairy farm. 

Cotta sold his undivided half of the ranch in 1874 and bought a ranch of his 
own nearby. Codoni added the 454.8-acre Felix Garcia ranch about 1895. This 

ranch, located west of the original Codoni ranch, had been leased as a dairy to a 

Baldwin dairy in the Olema Valley. Garcia sold the ranch to James McMillan 
ShSlfter in 1871, then ShS1fter sold it to his daughter Julia Shafter Hamilton in 

1885, Hy the dose of the century Codoni's 10?3-ac:re ranch was a land1uai:·k on 

the road to Point Reyes.197 

Across the creek from the Codoni Ranch grew the "town" of Tocaloma, 
really nothing more than a hotel, post office and stables. Tocaloma became the 

unofficial depot on the North Pacific Coast Railroad for Olema, just over the hill 
to the west. The North Pacific Coast Railroad, formed in 1871 and built 1873-

74, carried freight and passengers on narrow gauge rails from terminals at San 

Quentin and Sausalito to the redwood country of Sonoma County along the 
Russian River. At Tocaloma, passengers could take a regularly scheduled stage 
to Olema and Bolinas, or pay for excursions offered by Payne Shafter to the 

scenic areas of the Point Reyes Peninsula. John Lycurgus built a two-story 
hotel, the Tocaloma House, next to the tracks in 1879. The hotel featured a 

196
Deeds Book F, p. 89, MCRO, and original deeds in the collection of Don Mcisaac; 9th U. S. 

Census, 1870. 

• 

• 

197Deeds Book I, p. 384 and K, p. 57, MCRO; Codoni, The Corippians, p. 40-42; Marin Journal, 
February 25, 1915. •. 
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"Swiss bowling alley" and catered to sportsmen. A San Rafael newspaper 
described the progress there: 

TOCALOMA STATION, the nearest on the railroad to 
Oiema, has made a grand advance within the iast 
year. It is situated in the very midst of the finest 
sporting district to be found anywhere near the city, 
its streams abounding with fish and its hills with 
game. Mr. John Lycurgus has built a fine hotel, and 
furnished it with every comfort for guests, and Mr. 
[Payne] Shafter has a stable of good horses for public 
convenience. Tocaloma will be the destination of 
many Nimrods and Waltons next week. 198 

Tocaloma-area residents built a schoolhouse on the Cheda Ranch to the 
east in 1884, taxing themselves for the $600 needed for construction. Twenty­
six children from the dairy ranches and the Pioneer Paper Mill upstream filled 
the school immediately upon its opening. The school was abandoned in 1927 
and subsequently torn down.199 

The Tocaloma House burned down in 1885 and was replaced the next 
year by a larger one under the ownership of Joseph Bertrand, a French hotel­
keeper. Bertrand's Hotel became a favorite of city-dwellers who traveled to the 
country for recreation and health. Bertrand was appointed Tocaloma's first 
postmaster on April 17, 1891. Bertrand sold the hotel and property to Caesar 
Ronchi in 1913. The huge edifice burned to the ground in December of 1916, 
but Ronchi rebuilt, in more modest form, the next year. Caesar's was a popular 
stop for motorists on the road to Point Reyes until the 1940s. 200 

Giuseppe Codoni returned briefly to Corippo in 1873 and married Rosa 
Scilacci, also of an old and respected family of the village. The couple returned 
to Tocaloma and had six children: Ida (1875), who died in Tocaloma at age six; 
Silvio (1876); James (1878); Helen (1882), known as Nellie, who would marry 
Neil Mcisaac; Romeo (1884); and Henry (1898). Codoni helped his fellow 

198Marin County Journal, April 17 and September 17, 1879, April 7, 1881, October 25, 1883. 

199Marin Journal, June 19 and September 11, 1884; Gerald J. Foley and Perry McDonald, 
Pictorial History of Marin County Schools, The First 100 Years (San Rafael: Marin County Schools 
Office, 1976), p. 72. 

200Marin Journal, June 11, 1885; San Rafael Independent, December 30, 1913, December 16, 
1916, January 2 and March 27, 1927. 

351 



countrymen emigrate to the United States by paying for passage in exchange 
for a year's work on his or other dairies. Dozens of Swiss got their starts in • 
Marin County at Codoni's ranch, including his younger brother Quinto Codoni, 
who later became a major landowner and head of the local bank. 201 

Codoni built a new house on the ranch in 1884, attaching it to the small 
original house rather than destroying the old one. The two-story house was 
fancier than most in the area, having decorative trim, and appeared as a 
mansion. The spacious home brought new comforts to the growing family; 
Codoni believed in giving his children education and culture, and the house was 
equipped with a library and piano. 202 

Codoni involved himself in local politics and community interests 
throughout his life. He regularly served as an election clerk at Tocaloma 
precinct, and became the postmaster at Tocaloma in 1899. Codoni ran for 
county supervisor in 1884, when a newspaper described him as "a Republican, 
the seeds of his sympathy with Republican principles are of Alpine origin .... " 
Codoni was also active in the local grove of the Druids and served several terms 
on the Tocaloma School Board. 203 

f'lnrlnni'g ,:i..,,.; ... U UT<>S t"nng1riol"od lnr TTH:ITI"'IT fn ho a T\ ... Qmlnont nne nn rlnnht 
~U'....l.U..1....1....A. 'L.LLLL..l..J TTLI. ""'-'.A..&. .&.'-AV.&.""' J.JJ .&..&..&.~.] 11'-' 1'JV """'!°'.&. ........................ -.&..& ' .&.&.- ----11 

because of Codoni's careful stewardship. The San Rafael newspaper made note 
of Codoni's operation in 1898: 

Mr. G. Codoni, the enterprising dairyman, is milking 
over 120 cows at present and is making a box of 
butter daily. His butter is well known and in great 
demand in San Francisco, where he has the name of 
being one of the best butter makers in the County. 204 

In mid-1901 Codoni reportedly milked 133 cows and made 4,500 pounds 
of butter per month. By this time he had consolidated two dairies, the Felix 
Garcia dairy ranch to the west and the home ranch; cows were herded across 
the narrow bridge on the county road at Tocaloma daily for milking at the main 

201Munro-Fraser, Marin County, p. 420; interviews with Rae Codoni and Don Mcisaac. 

202Interview with Don Mcisaac. 

203Marin County Journal, October 17, 1881; Marin Journal, November 20, 1884, May 14, 1885, 
April 27, 1899; San Rafael Tocsin, October 29, 1898. 

204Munro-Fraser, Marin County. p. 420; Marin Journal, March 31, 1898. 
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ranch. The dairy buildings at the Garcia ranch were then used for hay storage . 
Codoni apparently ceased butter production temporarily at the ranch in 1902 
and began to ship cream on the North Shore Railroad. The newspaper 
published the following report: 

Mr. Jos. Codoni's herd of 120 cows at Tocaloma is 
making a pound to the cow. The cows are in good 
condition and are one of the finest bunch to be seen 
in the county. Mr. Codoni is one of the dairymen in 
this county who does not milk his cows in the corral, 
but has a substantial and comfortable barn. He is a 
liberal feeder, and living right by the railroad, can 
have the feed he buys delivered very conveniently. At 
present he is shipping cream to San Francisco. 205 

The most lengthy description of the Codoni Ranch appeared in early 1906 
in the Marin Journal: 

CODONI VILLA 
Improvement is the watchword on this progressive 
ranch. A big addition to the barn has been built. The 
writer knows of only one barn in the state as well 
lighted. There are fourteen windows on the north, 
twelve on the south, ten on the west, four glass to the 
sash 14x15 in size. The baby calf barn is also well 
lighted. Mr. Codoni does not do his work by halves, 
and will continue the good work until he has one of 
the best cow barns in the state. A carrier mounted on 
a track takes the barn cleanings to the tank house 
built to receive it, and a cement floor will soon be put 
in the barn, and a tank provided for the liquids. A 
concrete floor will soon be put in the dairy building. 

G. A. Codoni, the owner, has wisely turned the ranch 
over to his two sons, Jam es and Romain. Romain 
attends to the butter department in a manner 
creditable to himself, while James attends to the 
outside work. One hundred cows are milked now, and 
about sixty pounds of gilt-edged butter is the daily 
output. The Jersey is the favorite with the Codoni 
Bros. At night at the supper table, like the careful 

• 
205Marin Journal, June 20, 1901 and March 20, 1902; interview with Don Mclsaac. 
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officer, the book comes out and the day's work is 
recorded. 

Papers, magazines and other literature on the table 
shows a broad American spirit. No one appreciates 
Americanism more than the Swiss people. And no 
one exceeds them in genuine hospitality. 

Miss Nellie is giving her young brother Henry lessons 
on the piano, as well as teaching others. She received 
calls Wednesday from the Misses Mazza, also from the 
Misses Bloom, and Miss Knittel from San Rafael came 
up for a visit. 

One important factor on the Codoni ranch is a well 
equipped blacksmith shop, with its drills, thread 
cutter, dies, etc. and men with mechanical ideas who 
manage it. A few dollars invested in tools will save 
the rancher many dollars. 206 

Joseph Codoni, one of "Marin county's noblemen," died after a long illness 

known throughout Marin County and was universally esteemed. He was a 
clean, upright, and honorable man, and was so regarded by all who knew him." 
Four years later his widow and son Jaiues leased the ranch, selling the stock 
and implements to a Mr. Maggiorini and his partners. Mrs. Codoni also leased 
the old creamery adjacent to the Garcia house across the creek to George 
Russell for a period of fifteen years beginning in 1916, for $5.00 per month rent; 
Russell remodeled the building into a small home. James Codoni resigned as 
postmaster, effectively ending the life of the Tocaloma post office.207 

Rosa Codoni lived with her son James in the old house on the Felix 
Garcia tract until her death in 1944. James died in January of the same year. 
Innocento Rizzoli had operated a dairy on the smaller ranch from about 1910 to 
at least 1914, while various tenants, including a man named Sichetti and 
partners Jim Fraiser and David Rogers, leased the main Codoni ranch until 
1934. The Armanino brothers, Al and Syl, rented the Codoni Ranch from 1934 

206Marin Journal, February 15, 1906. 

• 

el 

207Leases, Book J, p. 342, MCRO; Cross, Financing an Empire, p. 540; Marin Journal, February 
25, 1915, August 21 and 28, 1919. • 
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to 1944. The brothers shipped Grade B cream to Point Reyes Station and 
Petaluma. When the Armaninos ieft in 1944, Joseph Codoni's grandson Don 
Mcisaac of Nicasio took over the family ranch for grazing young dairy cows. 208 

Don Mclsaac's paternal grandfather was another Marin County pioneer, 
Neil Mcisaac, who arrived in the area from his native Nova Scotia in 1865. By 
coincidence, Neil Mcisaac worked at the D. D. Wilder dairy ranch near Olema at 
the same time Giuseppe Codoni was there. Mcisaac leased a ranch near Nicasio 
from the Black/Burdell and Cutter families and raised a family there. One of 
his sons, Donald Dinnie Mcisaac, married Nellie Codoni in 1912; their two sons, 
Don and Neil, eventually took over the Nicasio dairy and were operating it at 
the time of Rosa Codoni's death in 1944.209 

Don Mcisaac and his wife Lorraine and family moved into Joseph 
Codoni's old home in 1944, while operating a Grade A dairy in partnership with 
his brother Neil on the family's Nicasio Valley Ranch. By this time the ranch 
was owned by Nellie Mcisaac and her brother Romeo. Don Mcisaac had a 
Grade A dairy barn built by the Renati Brothers of Novato in 1951 and started 
milking again on the Codoni ranch. The old dairy house was moved a short 
distance to the west and remodeled as a bunkhouse for the milkers. More 
recently the dairy house was moved to the west side of Lagunitas Creek, below 
and downstream from the old Garcia ranch, and further remodeled as a family 
dwelling. In 1962 the county built a new highway bridge over Lagunitas Creek, 
trading land with Mcisaac and building a cattle underpass on Platform Bridge 
Road as part of the deal. Mcisaac took possession of the 1927 highway bridge 
and has used it for access to the west side of the ranch. 

Mcisaac milked about 100 cows in the early 1950s, and when he stopped 
milking in August of 1973 had a milking herd of about 200. Since then the 
Mcisaac family has raised beef and dairy cattle on the ranch. Nellie Mcisaac 
deeded the ranch as a gift to the Mcisaac brothers and their wives in 197 5. 
The federal government purchased the Mcisaac Ranch in May of 1983 for 
inclusion in Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

208Information on the later Codoni years and Mcisaac Ranch from interviews with Don and 
Lorraine Mcisaac. Codoni's tenant on the Garcia tract, Innocento Rizzoli, an immigrant from 
Canton Ticino, Switzerland, disappeared from his next place of employment, the Cheda Ranch, in 
November 1915; his body was found almost 21 years later in nearby Devil's Gulch, and the death 
was ruled a suicide. 

• 
209Munro-Fraser, Marin County, p. 436; Cross, Financing an Empire, pp. 539-540. 
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3. Buildings and Historic Resources 

The Mcisaac Ranch contains eight historic buildings, a historic highway 

bridge, and six newer structures. 

a. Main Residence 

The Mcisaac residence consists of two buildings joined together: the 
original home built as early as 1866, and the Codoni home built in 1884. The 
older house is a one-story simple farmhouse with a gable roof and open porches 

on both sides of the structure. It has an altered and modernized interior, in 

use for decades as the ranch kitchen. The 1884 addition is two stories, with a 

hipped roof with decorative cornice and brackets, horizontal drop siding and a 
stone and mortar foundation. Overall the house measures 28' by 54'. The 
house has had a number of exterior alterations, including replacement of 
windows with aluminum sash, loss of original chimneys and front porch, 

replacement of the original front door facing the highway with a sliding double 
glass door; the interior alterations are mainly in the bathrooms. Originally the 

house had a number of chimneys, but after the 1906 earthquake they were 
consolidated into one. This main chimney was replaced some years ago by Don 
Mclsaac. The house is in E!ood condition. A modern carnort is attacher! to the 

~ ... ----- ------~-

northwest corner of the house. Because of the extent and number of 

alterations, the house possesses only fair historic integrity. 

b. Hay Barn 

This barn is the only one of its kind in the area. It is a large, 50' x 55', 

steep pitch gable-roof barn with old shed additions around three sides. The 

siding is wood board and batten. The barn is built into the hillside, with the 
hayloft extending over the hillside a short distance. The major portion of the 

hayloft in the main barn has been removed and many of the rafters used to 
strengthen the barn. The barn has a concrete floor, installed about 1906, and 
the remains of a manure conveyor system. Milking stanchions have been 
removed. The roof is corrugated metal although one section at this writing is 
original wood shingle and badly deteriorated. The barn is in fair condition, but 
possesses good historic integrity. 

356 

• 

•• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

c . Shelter Shed 

This 16' x 46' open shed fit tightly between the Grade A barn and the 
calf barn, was originally used for feed storage and is now used as an equipment 
shed. It appears to be 19th century construction. It has a steep-pitched 
corrugated metal gable roof, mostly open sides, vertical board siding on the ends 
and an old shed addition facing the highway. It is in fair condition but has poor 
historic integrity. 

d. Calf Barn 

Once used to house calves, this 19th century barn is now used for pigs 
and storage. The gable-roofed barn with shed addition measures 24' x 28', has 
board and batten siding and a deteriorated shingle roof, and is in poor condition. 
It possesses good historic integrity. 

e. Dairy /Dwelling 

The old dairy/ dwelling, now occupied by Don Mcisaac, was originally the 
19th century dairy house on the main ranch in which butter was made and 
cream separated. In making way for the new Grade A barn it was moved in 
1951 to a location near the main residence and used as a bunkhouse. About 
1965 the house was moved about half a mile to the present location and 
extensively remodeled. The two-story house has a gable roof with a new flat 
dormer facing south; much of the original horizontal siding remains. The 
building has many alterations, and is in good condition. Because of its change 
of location and remodeling, however, its historic integrity is poor. 

f. Shafter House 

The old Shafter house is more than 100 years old, possibly built as early 
as 1865. It was once the dwelling house for a separate dairy ranch, with barn 
and creamery nearby. It is a one-and-a-half story, wood frame dwelling, with a 
gable roof and a shed roofed garage/entry with a distinctive arched opening, 
apparently for a buggy. It measures 28' x 34' overall. The horizontal drop 
siding is apparently original. An old front door and evidence of a covered porch 
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remain on the south face; a deck was recently added to this side, affording a 
sweeping view over the ranch and valley. The interior has seen basic 
alterations, although it retains its original layout of three bedrooms (two 
upstairs), living room, kitchen and dining room. The house is very old and in 
poor condition. Because of alterations it possesses only fair historic integrity. 

g. Water Tank 

This water tank, twelve feet square and eight feet deep, sits on the slope 
above the corrals. The underground portion is concrete and covered with an old 
board and batten tank house that may be up to 100 years old. The roof is 
pyramidal with a vent cupola and decorative spike at the top. It is in fair 

condition, and possesses good historic integrity. 

h. Tocaloma Bridge 

The Tocaloma Bridge, long a landmark on Sir Francis Drake Highway, 
\Vas designed by Marin County surveyor John C. Oglesby and constructed in 

1927. The bridge crosses Lagunitas Creek at Tocaloma before the long grade 
towards Olema. The new highway was touted as both an important farm route 

motorists. Financed by a 1925 bond issue in the county, the Tocaloma Bridge 
was the most spectacular of six large bridges built during the project, 1926-
1930. The reinforced concrete arch bridge is unique to the west county, and 
only one similar bridge exists in the county. The bridge was bypassed in 1962 
and abandoned, the property reverting to the Mclsaac family. The bridge has 
cracks and damage to the concrete guard rails, and will require structural study 
by qualified engineers to determine its condition. Further study of the history 
of this bridge is recommended. It possesses good historic integrity. 

i. Railroad Grade 

The original railbed of the North Pacific Coast Railroad and its 
successors, the North Shore Railroad and the Northwestern Pacific Railroad, 
passes through the property along the west bank of Lagunitas Creek. Built by 
Chinese labor in 1874 and widened for standard gauge tracks in 1920, and 
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dismantled after 1933, this section of the railbed has been graded and 
maintained as a gravel ranch road and a right-of-way for a major pipeline 
serving the Marin Municipal Water District. The district owns a 1/2 acre parcel 
along the grade near the dairy/dwelling, on which is located a non-historic 
pumping station. Overall, the integrity of the railroad grade is good. 

J. Fences 

The fencelines on the Mclsaac Ranch follow the historic lines, but most 
have been replaced over the years. Some of the original split picket fences 
remain near the ranch complex and are important features of the historic 
landscape of the ranch. 

k. Ranch Roads 

Two old ranch roads contribute to the historic landscape at the Mcisaac 
Ranch. One originates in the main ranch complex at the barn and leads 
northeasterly to the top of the ridge overlooking Nicasio Valley. It is evident in 
a circa 1890 photograph of the ranch. The other begins on the railroad grade 
near Caesar's Tavern and leads to the Shafter house and then beyond to 
Bolinas Ridge, where it ends with a gate at Drake Highway. The route to the 
old house was changed before 1940; the original (and steeper) route remains 
but has been long abandoned. 

1. Equipment Barn 

This barn was a large board and batten hay barn, prominent from the 
highway, and more recently used for storage. The gable roofed barn collapsed 
in 1991 and has since been removed. 

There are five non-historic buildings on the ranch: a Grade A barn built 
in 1951, a large open shed, a butcher shed, a pole hay barn and a World War II 
prefab residence located in a gulch on Sir Francis Drake Highway east of the 
ranch complex. Next to the Tocaloma Bridge is a small privately-owned lot 
containing the old Caesar's Tavern, on the site of Bertrand's Tocaloma Hotel. 
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The lot is on the park acquisition list. The old railroad grade is an easement to • 
the Mcisaac Ranch west parcel and the two dwellings there. 

4. Historic Significance of Mcisaac Ranch 

The Mcisaac Ranch is significant as an example of an early Swiss-owned 

dairy ranch in the Lagunitas Creek area. The farm house is unique to the area 
and includes a pioneer portion attached. The hay barn is unlike any other 
remaining in the area, and of fair structural integrity. The old house on the 

hill above Tocaloma is a pioneer structure in use for more than 120 years. The 

Mcisaac Ranch and neighboring Zanardi Ranch are the last of some six dairy 
ranches that once occupied this section of Lagunitas Creek which retain their 
historic integrity. 

The Tocaloma Bridge has regional significance in transportation and 
architecture, as the best example of a J. C. Ogiesby bridge on the important 
"town-to-country" road, Sir Francis Drake Highway. The bridge has long been a 
landmark to Bay .A..rea residents and was an imoortant link in the countv-wide 

:;. .&. .., 

transportation system. 

Historic Features 

1. Main Residence, ca. 1866-1884 
2. Hay Barn, ca 1880 
3. Shelter Shed, ca. 1900 
4. Calf Barn, ca. 1900 
5. Shafter House, ca. 1865 
6. Water Tank, ca. 1890 
7. Tocaloma Bridge, 1927 
8. NPCRR/NWP Railroad Grade, 1874 
9. Fences, Gates, Corrals 
10. Ranch Roads 
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An early portrait of Giuseppe and Rosa (Sc1lacci) Codoni. Courtesy of Rae Codoni 
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G1usepoe and Rosa (Salacci) Codorn Courtesy of Rae Codom 

• 

• Bertrand's Hotel ond the old olatform bndge. area 1890 Courtesy of Rae Codom 
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Two views of the Codorn Ranch around the turn or the century Above, the porch is v1s1ble on the house. the • 
barn has lower shed sides, and the da1ty house ts obscured by trees, center The barn al left was later 
replaced Hog pens are near the creek at the bottom of the ptcture. In the photo below, Pa}'ne Shafter's livery 
stable is in the foreground, and the roof of the Tocaloma depot rs barely seen Courcesy of Don Mcisaac. 
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The Codont Ranch around the turn of the century Courtesy of Don Mcisaac 

A pa1ntmo of Ro~ Codon1's house. on the former r:ehx Gama Ranch Courtesy of 
Rae Codoni 
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Views of Tocaloma from a circa 1894 North PaCtflc Railroad brochure Courtesy of Gordon Chappell . 
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North Pac1f1c Coast Railroad tracks near Tocaloma Courtesy 
of Rae Codoni 
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Loading hay into the west barn. this barn collapsed in 1992 Courtesy of Don Mdsaac • 368 
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s . NEIL McISAAC RANCH (site) 
14,ormer Damazio Ranch 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

This ranch property once supported a small dairy operation but has been 
used for only grazing for the past 30 years or so. The 570.3-acre parcel is 
formed from two older divisions: a 457.15-acre ranch once owned by a son of 
Rafael Garcia, and 113.15 acres that had been split from another Garcia ranch 
in 1893. The property is of an awkward shape, stretching from the upper 
western slopes of Bolinas Ridge above the town of Olema to Lagunitas Creek 
which delineates the northeast boundary. Sir Francis Drake Highway forms 
the northwestern border; the ranch is bounded on the west by the former 
DeSouza Ranch, on the south by the Truttman and Jewell Ranches, on the east 
and northeast by the Cheda and Mclsaac Ranches, and on the northwest by the 
Mcisaac (former Hamilton) tract. The land is wooded on most of the east 
slopes of Bolinas Ridge and grassy on the top of the ridge and on the western 
slopes . 

2. History of the Neil Mcisaac Ranch 

The pioneer Olema to San Rafael Road, sometimes called the Old Olema 
Traii, crossed this property in the mid-19th century. The Mexican owners of 
the Point Reyes Peninsula and other early pioneers used the trail to travel to 
San Rafael and San Francisco, and the first stage coaches from Olema to San 
Rafael followed its crude path. This old horse trail and wagon road left the 
Olema/Bolinas road near the homes of the Garcia family at the future site of 
the town of Olema, followed a ridgeline easterly to the summit, then descended 
to Daniels or Lagunitas Creek. The trail is the earliest known structure on 
what would become the Jose Garcia and later the Neil Mclsaac Ranch. County 
surveyor Hiram Austin laid out a new road about one-half mile to the north to 
replace the old trail in 1867. At the time, Loomis Curtis operated a dairy near 
the summit of the ridge. Curtis' house is marked on Austin's survey, and 
when the land was officially divided in 1868, the deed noted that the property 
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line "crosses through the Curtiss [sic] coral [sic] to the west of the dairy house." 
Austin;s survey names the drainage towards Tocaloma "Curtiss Gulch." Little is 

known of Curtis; he married Elizabeth McGovern of Olema in 1864, and the 

couple moved some time after 1868 to the Shafters & Howard property in the 

upper Lagunitas Canyon near Bon Tempe where he operated a dairy which 
later became the well-known Liberty Ranch; Curtis died in 1875.210 

After the death of Rafael Garcia his widow divided the remaining land 

amongst the family. Jose Garcia received the southernmost ranch of 446.39 

acres as surveyed in 1868. The newly built road from Olema to San Rafael 
acted as the northern boundary of the parcel. Jose Garcia mortgaged the 
property to the Masonic Savings Bank in June of 1872, and within about five 

years defaulted. The bank sold Garcia's ranch to Nicasio dairyman Neil 

Mcisaac for $10,000 in gold coin. Mcisaac had a house on the property, 
evidenced by a news report of the house burning down in 1883. Subsequently, 
Payne Shafter of Olema sold 113 acres of the former Hurtado ranch to Neil 

Mclsaac on October 26, 1893 for $100, bringing the total acreage of Mclsaac's 

ranch to about roughly 573 acres.211 

Nova Scotia-born Neil Mclsaac ca..1TI.e to California as a young man ~fter 

serving in the Army during the Civil War. He worked on D. D. Wilder's dairy 
near Olema in 1868 and had apparently rented the Jose Garcia ranch before 
purchasing it from the bank. Mclsaac also rented a larger dairy property near 
Nicasio where he raised a family. He died in 1909, leaving the Garcia ranch to 

his wife Katherine. His son, Donald Dinnie Mcisaac, married Nellie Codoni 
from the neighboring ranch; both ranches were eventually inherited by Neil 

l'v1cisaac's grandsons Donaid J. and Neil.212 

At the turn of the century Charles Skinner rented the dairy ranch. His 
children were born there and Skinner enlarged the house. Skinner's brother 
William managed the Shafter and Howard ranches on Point Reyes for many 

210"Plat of the Survey, for the Relocation of the San Rafael and Olema Road," by Hiram Austin, 
1867, CHS; "Section of Map Showing Subdivision of the Rancho Baulinas Y Tomales," 1868, in 
"Abstract of Title ... " [Mclsaac], p. 4, PRNS Collection; Marin County Journal, December 24, 1864; 
Lincoln Fairley, Mt. Tamalpais, A History (San Francisco: Scottwall Associates, 1987), p. 25; notes 
on Loomis Curtis provided by Bob Lethbridge (now retired), Marin Municipal Water District, 
Corte Madera. 

211Deeds Book H, p. 77, Book T, p. 529, Book 27, p. 380, Mortgages Book F, p. 646, MCRO; 
Marin County Journal, June 7, 1883. 

212Cross, Financing An Empire, p. 539; interview with Rae Codoni. 
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years. For at least three decades the Mcisaac family rented the ranch to John 
Damazio, who lived in the house with his wife Ophelia and their many children. 
John Damazio and his son Joe operated a dairy from the early 1920s until some 
time in the early 1940s, when family members continued residing there but did 
not milk cows. The grazing land was rented to Armin and Frank Truttman of a 
nearby dairy ranch, and then to the Xavier brothers who rented the Cheda 
Ranch for their dairy business. The Mcisaac family, brothers Don and Neil, 

have used the land for grazing since about 1960. In the 1960s the Marin 
County Fire Department burned the abandoned ranch structures, leaving only 
sections of concrete floor and the cypress trees that sheltered the house from 
the strong coastal winds. 213 

In the 1960s the Mclsaacs made two transactions which affected the 
property. In 1961 the Marin Municipal Water District acquired a 20-foot right­
of-way along the old Northwestern Pacific Railroad grade on the eastern side of 
the property for a major water pipeline. Two years later the County of Marin 
traded property in order to replace the old Tocaloma Bridge on Sir Francis 
Drake Highway with a modern highway bridge. In the transaction the 
~.1cisaacs secured ownership of the old bridge and the land surrounding it. 214 

In January of 1972, Don and Neil Mcisaac sold the ranch to San 
Francisco investor and wholesale florist Angelo Ferro and his wife Irma for 
$285,000. The Ferros intended to develop the ranch and had the la.lld surveyed 
and divided into 60 acre tracts. While the land had been zoned A-2, wherein 
one home per two acres was permissible, the planning department indicated 
that only larger tracts would be acceptable on this particular piece of land. 
Later in 1972, the Ferros were reportedly offered $425,000 for the ranch by a 
developer, but the offer was withdrawn because the proposed Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area would include the ranch within its boundaries. In 
fact, the property was acquired by the United States for inclusion in the park 
on December 4, 1973, paying the Ferros $420,000, almost exactly what the 

213
Marin Journal, August 24 and October 19, 1899; interview with Earl Skinner; 20th century 

ranch information from an interview with Don Mclsaac. 

• 
2140fficial Records Book 1457, p. 370, Book 1461, p. 121, Book 1733, p. 298, MCRO. 
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developer had offered earlier. Don Mcisaac grazes cattle on the property now • 
under a speciai use permit with the N ationai Park Service. 215 

3. Historic Resources 

No buildings remain on the former Ferro property. The house site is 

marked by the cypress grove which acted as a windbreak to shelter the house. 
Remains of a barn are visible south of the house site. The Mcisaac family has 
built corrals on the site of the Grade B milking barn. Fence lines follow the 
original 1868 subdivision, but their fabric has been changed over the years; now 

most are wood post and barbed wire. 
The only significant structure remaining on the property is the eastern 

portion of the old Olema Trail, in use from the Mexican era until 1867. 

Leading uphill from Olema along the DeSouza Ranch fence line, the pioneer 
route then foUows the fence iine on the Ferro property as it crosses the ridge 

and descends to Lagunitas Creek. The section with the highest integrity is the 
lower half on the east slope, where the long-abandoned roadbed is visible as it 

descends the steep hillside, bends around a knoll and through some oak trees, 
then makes a sharp turn to the southeast for its final descent to the raiiroad 
grade ::md the r.reek. 

4. Historic Significance of the Neil Mcisaac Ranch 

The former Neil Mcisaac Ranch has significance as a contributor to the 

Olema Valley dairy district, but the absence of historic resources leaves it with 
little historic integrity. Those resources with integrity are the Olema Trail and 

the railroad grade, as well as landscape features such as the building remains, 
fence lines and windbreak trees. 

215 Appraisal Report: The Ferro Ranch, (Sebastopol, CA: The Harding Appraisal Co., 1973), pp. 
1-7; Official Records Book 2538, p. 153 and Book 2747, p. 450, MCRO; Tract File (L-1425) "Tract 
05-105, Ferro," PRNS. • 
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Historic Features 

1. Old Olema Trail 
2. NVIP Railroad Grade 
3. Fences, gates. corrals 
4. Cypress windbreak at ranch site 

5. Building ruins 

Giuseppe Codoni. felt and Neil Mcisaac. in 1905 Mcisaac was a neighbor and married 
Codon1's daughter Nelhe Courtesy of Rae Codon1 
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Professor A W Sampson stands 1n a pasture rented by the Damaz10 family and owned by Donald D Mcisaac, 
son of Neil Mcisaac. In the left bac.kground of this 1923 photograph are the Bear Valley Ranch and Mt. 
Wittenberg M 8 801ssevam photograph courtesy of Jack Mason Museum 

The site of the 1860s Loomis Curtts dairy ranch on the top of Olema Hill as 1t looked in 1995 
NPS phOro by Dewey Livingston 
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T • JEWELL RANCH (site) 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

The Jewell Ranch is located across Lagunitas Creek from the small 
residential settlement of Jewell on Sir Francis Drake Highway between Samuel 
P. Taylor State Park and Tocaloma. The 536.77-acre ranch within park 
boundaries is what remains of the original 681-acre Omar Jewell Ranch. The 
ranch is bounded on the north by the former Ferro /Mcisaac Ranch, on the east 
by Lagunitas Creek and Samuel P. Taylor State Park, on the south by the 
Stewart Ranch and on the west by the former Truttman Ranch. The land is 
mostly grassy with wooded gulches on the south part of the property. Two 
ranch sites can be found on the property, but no buildings remain. The Jewell 
Trail, part of Golden Gate National Recreation Area's trail system, crosses the 
ranch as a connector between the Bolinas Ridge Trail ai1d the Cross Marin 
Trail. The latter trail passes along the entire east edge of the property as part 
of its route between Tocaloma and the state park . 

2, Hh~tory of the Jewell Ranch 

Omar Jewell, born in New York in 1821, farmed in Wheaton, Illinois for 
many years before coming to California in 1861. Leaving his large family 
behind on the farm, Jewell established a farming implement business in 
Petaluma, being the exclusive agent for D. M. Osborne Reaper and Mower 
Company. In April of 1862 he sent for his family, who sold the farm and 
traveled overland by wagon train to Petaluma, arriving in September of that 
year. 

According to Bertha Stedman Rothwell, who had known the Jewell 
family, Jewell became interested in dairy farming after seeing his implement 
customers doing so well in their endeavors. Soon after arriving in Petaluma, 
Jewell leased a dairy on the crest of Bolinas Ridge from the Olds family and 
commenced dairying. His children attended school in the valley below. After 
the Olds brothers divided their large Olema Valley holdings, Jewell purchased a 
680.99-acre ranch property on the east side of the ridge, north of Samuel P . 
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Taylor's papermill property. Jewell paid Olds $3,405 on December 2, 1864. 
Here he built a home and dairy ranch near the northern corner of the 

property.216 

Mrs. Rothwell describes Jewell's house and dairy as located "on the west 
bank of the Paper Mill Creek at a spot designated now as Jewell's." She 

recalled the dairy ranch of Omar Jewell: 

On this new site he built himself a large two story 
family home. Surrounding it he built a very large 
barn for his stock and supply of hay for the Fall and 
Winter months. Also various sheds, a dairy house and 
pig sty where the swine could be raised for market. 
All early pioneer dairy ranches featured this means of 
disposal for the milk remaining after a top layer of 
thick cream had been removed with a wet, wooden 
paddle. 

Jewell and his wife Viana had seven children, only four of which, Alva, Viana, 
William and Annie, lived at the Jewell Ranch in 1870. A daughter Harriet died 

at the ranch in 1866 and her sister Olive followed in 1869. Omar Jewell's 

father-in-law Alva Marshall lived with the family for a time, helping on the 
dairy.217 

By 1870 Jewell had developed hi~ dairy ran~h into one that provided him 

a comfortable livelihood. Jewell milked 40 cows and produced 8500 pounds of 

butter and 15 tons of hay that year, all valued at $4,500. In addition to the 
milk cows the ranch also supported 13 horses, 35 other cattle and 40 pigs, 

valued at $4,400.218 

In 1872 Omar Jewell and 38 of his neighbors, including Cheda, Codoni, 
Bloom, Olds and Parsons, petitioned the Marin County Board of Supervisors for 
the construction of a bridge across Lagunitas Creek near Jewell's house, 

apparently to allow the residents continued use of the old Olema road that had 

been abandoned five years earlier but was for some a more convenient route. 

216Rothwell, Pioneering, pp. 228-231; Munro-Fraser, Marin County, p. 465; Deeds Book E, p. 
238, MCRO. 

217Rothwell, Pioneering, pp. 211, 228-234; Population Schedules, 9th U.S. Census, 1870. Viana 
Jewell's name is spelled Vienna in some accounts. 

218Agricultural Schedules, 9th U. S. Census, 1870. 
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The petition was denied. The next year Jewell sold a 75-foot right-of-way to 
the North Pacific Railroad Company, which constructed narrow gauge tracks 
along the east side of the property below Jewell's home. A flagstop was 

established soon after and named Jewell's.219 

Omar Jewell died in 1875 after a long illness; his daughter Emma passed 
away shortly after. Both were buried at Olema Cemetery. Jewell's oldest son 
Alva returned from his Mendocino County sheep ranch to operate the dairy 
with his brother William. To supplement their business activities the brothers 

purchased a livery stable in San Rafael; William ran the livery business while 
Alva and his wife stayed and operated the dairy ranch. Alva Jewell died in 
June of 1888, and his mother Viana passed away in 1890.220 

The Jewell family leased the ranch to Battista Ottolini for many years 
beginning in 1883. The leases were renewed every three years until at least 
1892; Ottolini paid between $1,200 and $1,350 per year rent for the dairy ranch. 
Ottolini and his wife Maria started a family while at the ranch; they relocated 
to Duncan's Mills before 1895. Ottolini family eventually settled in Nicasio and 
San Geronimo. By 1925 Samuel M. Augustine, who had been the notary public 
on the leases to Ottolini, owned the Jewell Ranch, but little has been found of 
his tenure there. The railroad, at the time part of the Northwestern Pacific, 
ceased operations on the Point Reyes line and abandoned its right-of-way in 
1933. Augustine sold the ranch on Augirnt 19, 1933 to the operators of Roberts 
Dairy, a processing plant in San Rafael owned by Ruth Roberts Lundgren, her 
son James Lundgren and Sayles Turney. Roberts Dairy eventually owned a 
number of West Marin ranches, including the New Albion and K Ranches on 
Point Reyes. The partners built a Grade A dairy at the hill location and also 
constructed a bridge across Lagunitas Creek, which washed out shortly after its 
construction and had to be rebuilt.221 

Two sites of settlement can be found on the Jewell Ranch: the known 
dairy site on the hill, and what appears to be an older site next to the railroad 
right-of-way at the northeastern corner of the property. It is possible that the 

219Marin County Journal, February 6, 1872. 

220Rothwell, Pioneering, pp. 235-238; Marin Journal, June 14, 1888 and October 16, 1890. 

221Rothwell, Pioneering, p. 238; Leases Book C, pp. 112 and 487, Official Records Book 266, p. 
165, MCRO; interview with Anita Ottolini Flanders; "Map of Marin County," 1925; interview with 
Don Mcisaac . 
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Jewell family dairy had been located at the upper site from the beginning, with 
the home and orchard situated by the railroad tracks; the lower site does not 
appear to be large enough for a dairy operation of any size, and the construction 

of the railroad would have eliminated most of the level land. Omar Jewell may 
have moved uphill after selling the right-of-way. The trees at the uphill site do 
not appear to be as old as those at the lower site, but the grading on the 
hillside where a barn may have stood appears to be hand-graded and therefore 
is likely pre-1920s. By the time Roberts Dairy developed the Grade A dairy 
operation, the entire ranch was located at the upper site, with no structures 
known to remain below. At some point a one-story house was built at the 
upper site, near the Grade A barn and an adjacent shed. It replaced the older 
two-story house that had apparently burned down. 222 

According to a long-time neighbor, Sayles Turney ran the dairy ranch in 
the early 1940s, then the Shanks brothers took over for about four years. 
Frank and Rita Morris were reportedly the last family to milk cows there, 
during the 1950s. For many years neighboring ranchers Armin and Frank 
Truttman rented the land for grazing their dairy cows and had a group called 
the Jewell Hunting Club. In 1958 the owners sold about 144 acres of wooded 
land on the southern end of the ranch to the California State Park System as 
an addition to Samuel P. Tayior State Park, reducing the size of the ranch to 
536. 77 acres. In 1961 the Marin Municipal Water District pnrchased right-of­
way along the abandoned railroad grade and laid a major pipeline along the 
route. 223 

By the time the National Park Service bought the ranch in 1974 the 
buildings had been abandoned, the water system had ceased to function, and 
the land used only for grazing. The property was zoned A-2 (one unit allowed 
per 2 acres), but was considered appropriate for a residential development on 
15- to 25-acre sites. Lundgren sold the ranch to the federal government in 1974 
for $362,250 and ran his cattle on it until his death. The remaining buildings, a 
one-story house and the Grade A barn and shed, were torn down and the land 
is now used for grazing under a special use permit to Frank and Robert Merz. 224 

222Field survey by the author; interview with Boyd Stewart. 

2231nterview with Don Mcisaac; Appraisal Report: The Lundgren Ranch, (Sebastopol: Harding 
Appraisal Co., 1973), p. 29; Rothwell, Pioneering, p. 238. 

224Appraisal: Lundgren, pp. 1, 7, 9a, 10; tract file (L-1425), tract 05-104, Lundgren, PRNS . 
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3. Historic Resources 

No buildings remain at the Jewell Ranch. The sites of two homesteads 
are visible. Near the eastern corner of the ranch is what is believed to be the 
original Jewell home site with its remains of an old terraced orchard and typical 
windbreaks of cypress and eucalyptus trees. An especially large eucalyptus tree 
marks the exact eastern corner next to the creek; this tree appears to be about 
130 years old. A mature stand of eucalyptus trees mark the property boundary 
for about 100 yards from this corner. On the hill directly south of this older 
site is the more recent ranch site, reached by a dirt road from the railroad 
grade to the ridge top, now known as the Jewell Trail. There is a connector 
road leading from the old site to the upper site. The ranch site has four stands 
of eucalyptus in short rows, remains of an orchard, a bench cut into the hillside, 
apparently for a barn, and what appears to be old sheep fencing on a small 
wooded knoll above the barn site. A trace of a road leaves this site to what 
appears to be the remains of a hunting camp in the nearby woods. Boundary 
fences are intact, with short sections of the older split picket fences remaining . 

4. Historic Significance of the Jewell Ranch 

The former Jewell Ranch has significance as a contributor to the Olema 
Valley dairy district, but the absence of historic resources leaves it with little 
historic integrity. Those resources with integrity are the Jewell Trail and the 
railroad gr~ade, as well as landscape features such as the building sites, fence 
lines and windbreak trees. 

Historic Features 

1. Ranch roads (Jewell Trail) 
2. NWP Railroad Grade 
3. Old orchard 
4. Windbreak trees (both sites) 
5. Boundary fences 
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u . CHEDA RANCH 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

Cheda Ranch is a large parcel of land adjacent to Samuel P. Taylor Park 
on Lagunitas Creek, east of Tocaloma. The ranch complex is about 1/2 mile up 

a dirt road from Sir Francis Drake Highway, sitting in a valley that drains to 
Lagunitas Creek. The ranch is mostly grassland with forested areas in the 
gulches. The former owners negotiated a reservation of use and occupancy, and 
rent the buildings and pastures to various tenants. 

2. History of Cheda Ranch 

The first known non-Indian resident of the area that would become the 
Cheda Ranch was Marin pioneer Capt. Oliver Allen, a well-known engineer and 
inventor ,.vho had arrived in California \vith the Gold Rush. i~Jlen c&"'lle to 

Marin County in 1852 and rebuilt two sawmills at Dogtown near Bolinas. He 
then settled with his family in a house on the creek draining the Cheda Ranch, 
probably renting the property from Rancho Nicasio owner \Villiru.u J. }Y'.'Iiller. 
While here he was employed by Samuel P. Taylor to aid with the engineering 
and machinery of Taylor's Pioneer Paper Mill, the first paper mill on the west 
coast. Allen also reportedly began his first experiments with dairy farming on 

this site; eventually his inventions for butter churns and other dairy equipment 
became used on dairies throughout California. Allen and his family moved to a 
Shafter dairy on Point Reyes in 1859.225 

In one of the first transactions upon breaking up his holdings in Rancho 
Nicasio, William J. Miller sold Gaudenzio Cheda and Carlo Solari 932 acres of 
prime land draining into Lagunitas Creek on January 9, 1866, for a sum of 
$4,500. Cheda first located in Trinity County, where in 1859 he was 
naturalized as an American citizen in Weaverville. Cheda and Solari were 
among the first Swiss immigrants to arrive in Marin County, marking the 

225Munro-Fraser, Marin County, pp. 431-433; Oliver Allen Papers, Bancroft Libra:ry, Berkeley; 
John S. Hittell, The Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast of North America (San 
Francisco: A. L. Bancroft & Co., 1882), p. 264. 
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beginning of an influx that changed the face of the County for good. Solari • 
apparently sold out his share to Cheda within a few years. 226 

By 1870 Cheda, at age 34, had a thriving dairy ranch where he milked 85 
cows and made 8,500 pounds of butter the previous year. He employed six 
laborers, including his brother Pete, paying $2,000 in wages during the year. 
With wife Antonia (or Antoinette) and three children, Philamenia, Emaragilda 
and Silvio, Cheda had made a good life for himself in just a short time. By the 
end of the year all his neighbors but one were fellow Swiss. Cheda returned to 
Switzerland with his family, and son Virgilio was born there in 1875. The 
family returned to Marin County by 1878 but settled in San Rafael where 
Cheda bought a hay, grain, wool and coal business. The ranch was leased out 
and the Cheda family never returned. 227 

Cheda leased the ranch in 1883 to one F. Magee. Residents of the area 
voted for a school tax in 1884 which established the Tocaloma School District. 
By September a schoolhouse had been erected at the entrance to the Cheda 
Ranch and 26 children, most from the paper mill upstream, appeared for school. 
Across the small creek from the school house stood an open-air dance pavilion, 

Gaudenzio Cheda died at age 54 in 1889 and left the ranch to his heirs, 
the ranch staying in the family under the name Cheda Estate Company for 

burned and was replaced with a more modest bungalow. The family leased the 
ranch to various dairymen, including (during this century), a Mr. Bettencourt, 
the Xavier Brothers, who developed the Grade A dairy, Peters Oakland Central 
Creamery for a short time and finally, Ray Valconesi. Neighboring dairymen 
Armin Truttman and Don Mcisaac bought the milk contract from Valconesi in 
1965 and moved the operation off the ranch.229 

In 1972 the property was sold to Laurence and Elizabeth Bono; the Bonos 
then sold to a group of land developers calling themselves Cheda Ranch 

226Deeds Book F, p. 87, MCRO; Marin People, Volume II (San Rafael: Marin County Historical 
Society, 1972), pp. 171-172; Mason, Earthquake Bay, p. 41. 

227Population and Agriculture Schedules, 9th U. S. Census, 1870. 

228Marin County Journal, October 18, 1883; Marin Journal, June 19 and September 11, 1884; 
interview with Don Mcisaac and Rae Codoni. 

229Death Records, MCRO; Marin Journal, October 31, 1889; interview with Don Mcisaac. 
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Associates. The partners planned an equestrian-oriented development in the 
vaiiey, but the ranch was purchased in 1982 by the National Park Service as a 
part of Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The ranch is currently occupied 

by tenants of Cheda Ranch Associates and the grazing land is leased by Barbara 
Hall.230 

3. Buildings and Historic Resources 

The Cheda Ranch contains eleven buildings: two houses, two hay barns, 

a Grade A barn, a weaning barn, and five sheds. Many possess poor historic 

integrity because of alterations. 

a. Main Residence 

This one-story wood frame house appears to be built around 1920 as the 

later principal ranch residence. It has a partial hip roof with various gables and 
shed additions. Distinctive shutter decorations are on many windows, and a 

modern fireplace and chimney has been added to the southwest corner of the 
house. It is in fair condition, and its integrity is fair. 

b. Small House 

The smaller house on the ranch was originally a bunk house. It 
measures about 30' by 30' and has a gabie roof and an open porch. The tenants 
have removed some interior walls to make it a family home. The small one 

story house is in fair condition. 

c. Grade A Dairy 

The 35' by 100' sanitary milking barn appears to have been built about 
1937-38; it is practically identical to the Truttman Ranch Grade A barn. Built 

out of concrete, wood and corrugated metal, it retains some of its original wood 

230
Deeds Book 70, p. 81, Official Records Book 2628, p. 266, MCRO; Independent Journal, 

October 20, 1973; interview with Don Mcisaac. 
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stanchions and a feeder cart on tracks. It is in fair condition and is used for 
storage. 

d. Hay Barn 

The hay barn is actually two buildings: the original 48' by 108' Grade B 
barn, apparently built in the 1920s, with vertical wood siding and a corrugated 
metal raised gable roof, and a newer 28' by 108' section of wood frame with 
corrugated metal siding and roof. The old barn is in poor condition, and is used 
for hay storage. Its integrity is fair. 

e. Weaning Barn 

This small, 30' by 35' barn appears to be about 100 years old, but has 
been altered with the addition of windows and interior modification. It is now 
used as a music studio, is in fair condition and has poor integrity. 

f. New Hay Barn 

Used for storage, this barn was buiit about twenty years ago. It is a 
parti~lly-open barn with corrugated met~l sining and roof; it appears to be in 
good condition. 

g. Garage 

The 15' by 30' garage is apparently over 50 years old. It is a wood frame 
structure with corrugated metal siding and roof, rolling doors and a concrete 
foundation. It is in fair condition. 

h. Chicken Shed 

The chicken shed is a small 10' x 12' building over 50 years old. It has 
vertical board siding, double doors, and a sagging roof with wood shingles and 
sections of asphalt shingles. A lean-to has been added to the east side. It is in 
poor condition and its integrity is poor. 
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l . Tack Room/Office 

This small building is about 30 years old had been used as a tack room 
until it was made into an office. It is wood frame with corrugated metal 
roofing, has been altered, and is in fair condition. 

j. Shed 

This appears to have been the ranch blacksmith shop. It has vertical 
board siding with board and batten on the east side and a corrugated metal 
gable roof. A brick chimney, with the fireplace portion damaged, sits on the 
north wall. Plants are affecting the stability of the structure. The wood frame 
building has been altered and is in poor condition. 

k. Ranch Road 

The narrow dirt road to Cheda Ranch appears to be the original road 
dating from the 1860s. Its integrity is good and it is in fair condition . 

Also on the ranch are an abandoned deer camp, a large artificial pond, 
and the ruins of a cabin on the creek near the highway. 

4. Historic Significance of the Cheda Ranch 

While the Cheda Ranch has local significance as one of the first Swiss­
owned dairies in Marin County, the remaining buildings lack both physical and 
historic integrity and it does not appear to be eligible for the National Register . 
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Main Residence, ca. 1920 

Small House, ca. 1900 

Grade A Dairy, ca. 1937 

Hay Barn, ca. 1920, 1970 

Weaning Barn, ca. 1900 

Garage, ca. 1920 

Chicken Shed, ca. 1920 

Shed (Blacksmith Shop), ca. 1880 

Ranch Road, ca. 1860s 
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Tocaloma School on the Cheda Ranch around the turn of the century Courtesy of Don Mdsaac 
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The main house at the Cheda Ranch (top) and the hay barn (bottom), as they appeared in 1995 NPS photos 
by Dewev L1vmgston 
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v . SHAFTER and GALLAGHER RANCHES 
(not owned by the National Park Service) 

Two ranch properties are within the designated boundaries of Point 
Reyes National Seashore and Golden Gate National Recreation Area but have 
not been purchased for inclusion in those parks. The Vedanta Society property 
of over 2,000 acres adjacent to Olema was excluded from purchase in the 
Seashore legislation because the religious organization which owns it provides 
uses compatible to the park. The ranch owned by the Robert and George 
Gallagher families, located east of Point Reyes Station, is slated for purchase 
when funds become available. Both have historic significance, especially the 
Vedanta property which was the country home of James McMillan Shafter, a 
prominent Californian and one of the original owners and developers of the 
Point Reyes dairy ranches. A brief history of these properties follows. 

Ao THE SHAFTER RANCH (The Oaks) 

The Vedanta Society Retreat is a large~ mostly wooded parcel of over 
?.,000 acres located directly to the south and west of Olema, stretching from the 
town to the Stewart Ranch on the south. James McMillan Shafter chose this 
parcel as his country estate where, in 1869, he built a fine New England-style 
manor, which he called The Oaks, and dairy ranch. Shafter's law firm had 
purchased the entire Point Reyes Peninsula in 1858 and within ten years 
developed the largest dairy ranch in the state; no doubt Shafter wanted a fine 

estate from which to watch over his enterprises. During the early years at The 
Oaks, Shafter bought at least four small ranches from the Garcia family, 
although most of these transactions were taking advantage of defaulted loans. 
Shafter was a major stockholder in the North Pacific Coast Railroad, which 
commenced service to Tomales Bay in early 1875; his investment in this narrow 
gauge line eventually led to his financial downfall. 231 

Shafter gave The Oaks to his son Payne as a 30th birthday present in 

231Mason, Point Reyes, pp. 69-74. The late historian Jack Mason wrote a great deal about 
the Shafters in Olema. Also see Mason's quarterly Point Reyes Historian for numerous articles 
and anecdotes. 
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1875. Payne Shafter took on the role of country squire, taking part in local 
events and charities, hunting with members of San Francisco society, writing 
poetry, and keeping a fine stable of race horses which exercised on the race 
track on the ranch. Shafter loved the ranch and operated a stage service from 
Tocaloma station offering scenic drives to Bear Valley, Bolinas and the ocean. 
The dairy was leased to local ranchers; the famous tale of the cow falling into 
the crack during the 1906 earthquake purportedly happened here. In 1925 
Shafter sold 2,000 acres, excepting the mansion, to a Los Angeles syndicate bent 
on developing a golf resort. The plans never materialized and the property was 
sold in 1946 to the Vedanta Society, a Hindu-based sect brought to America 100 
years ago by Swami Vivekenanda. Payne Shafter died in 1934, leaving the 
mansion and small amount of property to his daughters Helen and Mary. They 
held on to the fine old estate until 1965 when it was sold to Bill and Louise 
Watt. The Watts eventually sold the mansion to the Vedanta Society, who use 
the building as a meditation retreat center. The mansion parcel is not within 
the legislated boundaries of Point Reyes National Seashore, but the Rift Zone 
Trail is maintained for the public nearby. 232 

B. ROBRRT Hild GRORGR G.A T .T AGHRR F_A_l\JCH 

North Bend Ranch 

The 330-acre Gallagher Ranch is located on Lagunitas Creek east of 
Point Reyes Station. It is bounded on the north by the creek which surrounds 
the ranch on three sides, and on the south by the Genazzi and former Edwin 
Gallagher Ranches. The land originally belonged to Rafael Garcia, whose wife 
Loretta inherited it in the 1868 family land division. By 1873 James McMillan 
Shafter owned the ranch and developed a dairy there. He built a large house, 
reportedly as a country estate for his daughter Julia, but for the most part the 
ranch was leased to dairymen. The North Pacific Coast Railroad built tracks 
through the ranch in 1874 and named the flagstop there North Bend.233 

After James McMillan Shafter's death in 1892 his heirs rapidly sold their 

232Ibid., pp. 83, 100-103. 

• 

• 

233
Deeds Book H, p. 77, Book M, p. 462, Book Q, pp. 324 and 621, MCRO; 1873 Map of • 

Marin County. 
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ranches in the vicinity to pay off their father's debts. Edward Gallagher, an 
Irishman who had arrived in the area before 1873, bought the ranch from the 
Shafters about 1893. Gallagher had operated leased dairies across the creek 
from the ranch, owned the ranch directly to the south as well as another in 
Nicasio. He raised a family and eventually his son William took over the dairy 
operation at North Bend. William L. Gallagher had spent a few years in San 
Francisco operating a cigar store but returned to the family ranch where he and 
his wife raised seven children. Sons Robert and George worked on the ranch 
and took over in 1944 after their father's death.234 

The family made a living making cream until 194 7, when Robert and 
George Gallagher built a Grade A dairy and began to produce market milk. 
George eventually moved to Point Reyes Station where he was postmaster for 
many years. The family sold the dairy business in 1985 and now raise 
replacement heifers. The family has been negotiating with the National Park 
Service towards eventual purchase of the ranch. 

The ranch contains a circa 1880 two story house, built by Shafter along 
plans similar to his ranch houses on Point Reyes. There is also a Shafter-era 

stall loafing barn . 

C. Historic Significance 

The Vedanta property has a great deal of historic significance as the 
home of James McMillan Shafter; it has architectural significance as well. The 
Shafter mansion provides a vivid illustration of the dominance of the Shafter 
family during the 19th century of the Point Reyes Peninsula. The Gallagher 
Ranch has historic significance as a contributing dairy ranch to the Olema 
Valley dairy district, and has good historic integrity. Further study of these 
properties is recommended. 

234
Mason, Point Reyes, p. 81; Gallagher Ranch information from an interview with Robert 

Gallagher. 
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IV. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Management Context 

The overall objectives for Cultural Resource Management in the 
Statement for Management (1992) for Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
are: "To identify and protect the significant historic and cultural resources of 
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area through proper planning, research 
and preservation treatments;" and: 

To identify, research, and nominate all cultural 
resources that appear to, have historical significance to 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

To stabilize and apply preservation treatments to all 
cultural resources determined to have historic 
significance, and to secure and protect all other 
historic structures pending historical research and 
evaluation. 

To require park partners to contribute to the 
preservation of historic features and structures with 
direction from historic structure reports, park staff 
involvement and the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 

To develop historic structure reports and preservation 
guides to direct rehabilitation and routine and cyclic 
preservation maintenance activities. 

To initiate historic resource studies for proper 
management of significant historical features and 
structures. 

To identify, preserve and enhance cultural landscape 
values, considering the dynamics of natural systems 
and the need to maintain species diversity. . ... 

The subject of grazing is also addressed in the 1992 Statement for Management: 

Livestock grazing has continuously occurred within 
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what is now parkland since the Spaniards arrived in 
1776. As a result of heavy grazing, trampling, and the 
introduction of Mediterranean grass species, the 
species composition of the original grasslands has 
changed significantly. Now, when grazing is 
discontinued the disruption of the system allows 
invasion by exotics and the encroachment of coastal 
scrub communities, into what has historically been 
grasslands. In addition to the aesthetic impacts, this 
change reduces the amount of "edge" available as 
important wildlife habitat, it diminishes the ability to 
restore native coastal prairie species, and it could lead 
to a sizeable decrease in biological diversity. 

The park's General Management Plan (GMP), approved in 1980, denotes 
a Pastoral Landscape Management Zone which includes portions of the Olema 
Valley north of Five Brooks but which does not follow historic ranch 
boundaries. The zone includes lands "with which it has been determined that 
dairying and cattle ranching are desirable aspects of the scene from both an 
educational and aesthetic point of view. At a minimum, agricultural buildings 

livestock grazing will continue within the limits of carefully monitored range 
na.,.,.anit-ioo 11 Ti- C!hnnlrl 'ho nntorl t'h!llt cn"!ll'7lTIO' h!llci. TTinri> th!lln !ll 9.00 Vi>!llr hh:itnl"V in 
"'"-}J'"""'°'.&U.&"-'~• .LU U.&.LV'4.L'-L """''-' .a..a.vv'""'-A- w.a..&-w 0.., __ .., ...... b .,.., __ ........ _..__ .,;.-..--- - .....;_._.. J -- --;...w--J --

more recently, large herds of elk roamed the region. 
The park's List of Classified Structures (LCS), which includes most 

structures in the Olema Valley, is also listed in the GMP. The LCS is being 
updated at the time of this writing to include the structures in the Tocaloma 
area as discussed in this report. 

The Olema Valley contains five ranches (Wilkins, Giacomini, Stewart, 
Rogers and McFadden) that are in use as working ranches and occupied by the 
original owners, and five ranch sites (Randall, Lupton, Truttman, Edwin 
Gallagher and Genazzi) where grazing is allowed under permit; there are three 
ranch complexes (Truttman, Hagmaier and Teixeira) that are used as park or 
private housing, and two old houses at Five Brooks under reservations; all of 
these potentially contribute to a proposed historic district on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The copper mining site in the valley appears to 
contribute, although it is not directly related to the ranching activity. In the 
Tocaloma area are three operating ranches (Zanardi, Mcisaac and Cheda) and 
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two ranch sites (Jewell and Neil Mcisaac), as well as the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad grade and Tocaloma Bridge, all of which potentially contribute to the 
district. Also, three significant parcels, the Gallagher (North Bend) Ranch, the 
Genazzi Ranch remainder and the Vedanta Society property, are not owned by 
the National Park Service but are within the designated boundaries and would 
be important parts of the proposed historic district. More than eighty 
potentially contributing buildings, structures and features are found in both 
areas. 

Most of these ranches and sites appear to have regional historical 
significance in agriculture, industry and architecture. Future management of 
the area as a historic district/cultural landscape will be the key challenge to 
park planners over the coming years. Striking a proper balance between 
historic resource management and natural resource management is an 
especially important challenge. 

Overall, the cultural landscape of the Olema Valley ranches may carry 
the greatest significance and integrity. While a number of ranch complexes 
have disappeared over the years, the texture of the ranching character of the 
valley and most of the landscape values remains intact. On an individual basis, 
the best of these complexes in terms of significance and integrity are the 
Wilkins, Teixeira, Giacomini, Mcisaac and Zanardi Ranches. 

The ranches not named above contain only portions of the original dairy 
complex, for instance, only the house and larger barns remain at the Truttman 
Ranch, and the house at the McFadden Ranch has been significantly remodeled; 
these ranches retain their historic significance more through the values of a 
cultural landscape, where the continuum of use and changing policies are 
evident, than through the character of the buildings and structures. Of course, 
many ranches no longer exist at all; some of these sites, however, still contain 
significant landscape remains such as trees or foundations, and have potential 
for historic archeology . 
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B. Research and Recordation 

1. National Register Nominations 

Following the criteria of National Register Bulletin 30, Guidelines for 
Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, it is proposed that the 
Olema Valley and Lagunitas Creek ranches be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as a rural historic district. The boundaries of the district, to be 
named the Olema Valley Ranches Historic District, would be all that land in the 
Olema Valley lying between Bolinas Lagoon and Tomales Bay, delineated as 
follows: on the south, the southern boundary of the Wilkins Ranch; on the 
west, Highway 1 to the Point Reyes National Seashore boundary at Dogtown, 
then Pine Gulch Creek north to the northern line of the former Biesler Ranch 
and then Olema Creek to the head of Tomales Bay, and including a portion of 
Bear Valley Ranch to the west of Olema Creek; on the north, the northern 
boundaries of the Genazzi and Gallagher ranches; on the east, the eastern 
boundaries of the Gallagher, Zanardi, Mcisaac and Cheda ranches, then the 
western bounda..ry of Sa..l!lue! P. Taylor State P::1rk ::1nd the western boundary of 
the lands of the Marin Municipal Water District from the State Park to the 
southeast corner of the Wilkins Ranch. This district encompasses most of the 
1.,....,-io .;,,.. r!n1~aV'il f"!ata Nat-innal Rororo!!llt;nn Ari:>!!ll nnw nu:11ni:iiai:>c1 hy thA 
Au..&..&.U0 AA.A. '-AVA'-.1.'-'JLJL ""'""'"'"-" .L,\A.'1AV.&.JL&.4.&. """'"- --v,a....,.a..a. .&. ...... __ .-..-.- .. ,, a.a..--•-1:3-- - w---=' 

Superintendent, Point Reyes National Seashore (excepting those lands north of 
Lagunitas Creek and Point Reyes Station), and three former ranch parcels, the 
Teixeira and Hagmaier ranches and the eastern part of the Bear Valley Ranch, 
which are within the boundaries of Point Reyes National Seashore. 

Based upon the guidelines of the U. S. Department of the Interior, 
National Register of Historic Places, the proposed Olema Valley Ranches 
Historic District is considered to possess regional significance in the following 
categories: 

Function and Use: 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION 

single dwellings: residences, homesteads 
secondary dwellings: bunk houses 
secondary structures: dairies, storage 

sheds, garages 
camps: hunting campsites 

school: schoolhouse 
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AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE 
processing: dairies 
storage: granary, silo, butter storage 
agricultural field: pasture, crop fields 
animal facility: stockyard, barn, chicken 

coop 
agricultural outbuilding: wagon shed, 

toolhouse, barn 

INDUSTRY /PROCESSING/EXTRACTION 
manufacturing facility: butter and cheese 

factory 
waterworks: reservoirs, dams 
mining: copper mines, lime kilns 

LANDSCAPE forest: windbreaks, boundary lines 

TRANSPORTATION 
road-related: ranch roads, highway 
pedestrian-related: trails 
rail-related: narrow gauge railroad grade 

Areas of Significance: 
AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 
EDUCATION 
ETHNIC HERITAGE 

. EXPLORATION /SETTLEMENT 
INDUSTRY 
MARITIME HISTORY 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
TRANSPORTATION 
MINING 

The land and properties within the boundaries of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, containing the historically significant dairy ranches discussed 
in this report, shall be nominated as a rural historic district to the National 
Register of Historic Places as significant in the above categories. A potential 
amendment as a cultural landscape may occur when funding permits further 
study of the landscape of the area. Cultural landscape elements which need 
immediate protection pending acceptance to the National Register include 
historic roads and routes, fences and fencelines, water systems and ranch tree 
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groves. Individual or windbreak groves of trees, both at surviving ranches as 
well as vanished ones, even though considered exotics (such as eucalyptus), • 
should be considered as historic resources and be preserved. 

2. Further Study: Cultural Landscape Report 

The Olema Valley section of Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
possesses one of the outstanding cultural landscapes within the National Park 
System. The Department of the Interior defines a rural historic landscape as: 

a geographic area that historically has been used by 
people, or shaped or modified by human activity, 
occupancy, or intervention, and that possesses a 
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of 
areas of land use, vegetation, buildings and structures, 
roads and waterways, and natural features. 

These former dairy ranches exhibit integrity in all eleven landscape 
characteristics outlined by the National Register of Historic Places as essential 
features to a rural historic landscape: land use and activities; patterns of spatial 
organization; response to natural environment; cultural traditions; circulation 
networks; boundary demarcations; vegetation related to land use; buildings, 
structures, and objects; clusters; archeological sites; and small-scale elements. 235 

The park's Statement for Management (1992) recommends cultural 
la.TJ.dscape studies for many areas of the park, including the Olema Valley: 

Although relatively extensive attention has been paid 
to the historic structures of the park, its historic 
landscape values remain largely unsurveyed and 
unevaluated. This is primarily due to the fact that a 
full appreciation and understanding of cultural 
landscape values has only recently found its way into 
National Park Service management practices . 

. . . The entire park bears the evidence of more than 

• 

235See National Register Bulletin Number 30, "Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting 
Rural Historic Landscapes," published by the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service, Interagency Resources Division. • 
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200 years of intensive use and much of that evidence 
potentially represents important cultural values. The 
dynamic nature of many of these potential resources 
presents a compelling reason not to delay their study. 
Changes in agricultural practices in the Olema Valley 
can rapidly begin to turn grasslands into shrublands. 

It is recommended that a Cultural Landscape Study (CLS) be undertaken 
for the Olema Valley, using the information contained in this study as a 
foundation which already provides evaluations of the historical significance and 
historic integrity of the ranches. This is especially important as the significant 
landscape features in the area disappear or are altered, such as fence lines, 
abandoned historic roads, and structures undergoing change of use. Included in 
the task directive for a CLS should be the preparation or modification of 
National Register nominations to incorporate cultural landscape characteristics. 

It is also recommended that a series of Historic Structures Reports (HSR) 
be undertaken for the ranches, and subsequent Historic Structure Preservation 
Guides (HSPG) be prepared. These studies could be done efficiently by 
grouping structure types, because of the similarity between ranches and their 
structures; one HSPG for all the Point Reyes and Olema Valley ranches could 
cover recommended treatments of a typical dairy house, hay barn, etc., after a 
structure-by-structure evaluation of the individual ranches. This is especially 
important as a means of education for the ranch lessee towards understanding 
NPS preservation policy and guidelines. 

3. Interpretation 

Lying as it does along State Highway One and Sir Francis Drake 
Highway, the Olema Valley area is lacking in interpretation programs directed 
at the approximately two million visitors per year to the area. Currently there 
are no wayside exhibits outside of the Bear Valley Visitor Center area, and a 
small brochure available at Point Reyes National Seashore is inadequate. The 
Park broadcasts a 1610 AM radio announcement giving general park 
information with reference to the Olema Valley. 

The Interpretive Prospectus (1989) for Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area's north district details a number of plans for interpretation in the Olema 
Valley and Tocaloma area, including media at all trailheads (some of which have 
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yet to be developed), improved entrance signage, and a picnic area at the 
McCurdy Trailhead. The IP also discusses the need for various publications and • 
brochures about the area. These are needed to specifically interpret the 
ranching and mining history of the area. Some sites, such as the Randall House 
or the Olema lime kilns, could act as "discovery" sites where visitors could 
wander around a site and learn about the history of the area. Publications 
could detail the significance of the area and encourage appreciation and 
preservation of the historic landscape. 

4. Archeology 

Surveys of both prehistoric and historic archeological resources should be 
completed and included in the recommended CLS. As few surveys have been 
undertaken in the Olema Valley and Lagunitas Creek areas, little is known 
about the prehistoric settlement of the area. Unrecorded archeological sites are 
especially susceptible to vandalism and looting. 

c. Preservation Recommendations 

The historic :ra..VJ.ches of the Olema Valley a..'ld Tocaloma area are 
currently in need of preservation activity, as the reservors and permitees are 
not familiar with NPS preservation standards. At least two ranches, Wilkins 
and Stewart, stand out as having outstanding upkeep, but the Secretary's 

Standards for Rehabilitation are not being followed in many specific cases. It is 
recommended that the ranches in current use for agriculture be preserved and 
the ranching activity continued, and that a program of cooperative education 
and financing for the stabilization of buildings and landscape be implemented. 
Also, the 1980 GMP may warrant revisions to management zones based on 
potential findings of a proposed Cultural Landscape Report. 

Park managers should refer to the updated (1995) List of Classified 
Structures which details construction, condition, impacts, management 
categories, proposed treatments with cost estimates and maintenance 
responsibilities. The LCS is a valuable tool for investigating and tracking 
individual historic structures in the park and its use is essential for efficient 
management of cultural resources in the parks. 
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f!.cn"rga ant1 li':uahm fnan<>'7'7l\ n11a ... di' ___ ... '"'11,4.1...a.""' ~•"".&J.1..&. \'-""".&.&.&A..U.U.&.J '-A.&..&u,.L 

Fern Gilliam 
Joan (Gallagher) Gimpel* 
Henrietta (Stewart) Greer 
Daniel Hagmaier* 
Lt. Col. Earl L. Lupton 
Pat Martin 
Agnes McCall* 
Dorothy McClure 
Ron McClure 
Jim and Virginia (Bordessa) McFadden 
Don & Lorraine Mclsaac 
Joan (Rapp) Mayhew 
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As the nation's principal con~ervation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility 
for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering 
sound use of our land and water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; 
preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; 
and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The department assesses 
our energy and mineral resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best 
interests of all our people by encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care . 

• 
The department atso has a major responsibility fo~ American Indian, reservation communities 
and for people who live in island territories under U.S. administration. 
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