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Figure 22 - Passengers arriving 
at Hamlet: Julius Spiegel and 
Harold Ladd, builders of the 
Spiegel cabin, flank Mrs. 
Spiegel, c. 1920. Albert 
Spiegel Collection. 

Figure 23 - (Below) Julius 
Spiegel on porch of his house, 
c. 1925. Albert Spiegel 
Collection. 
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Figure 24 - Spiegel cabin visitors and I.heir catch, c. 1921, Albert Spiegel Collection . 

Figure 25 - Spiegel family friends have their picture taken. c. 1921: in the 
background is the cypress grove and Jensen dairy. Albert Spiegel Collection. 
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Figure 26 - Albert Spiegel and 
his sister fishing off the end 
of the 1050 foot wharf, 1921. 
Albert Spiegel Collection. 

Figure 27 - (Below) Looking 
south from the end of the 
wharf, with Jensen's rental 
boats in the bay, c. 1921. 
Albert Spiegel Collection. 
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Figure 28 . Two views of herring fishing on Tamales Ba). from an unidentified 
magazine, undated. Collection of Merrel Rocca. 
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Figure 29 - View of Hamlet from wharf. 1929. Buildings. from left to right: Price 
cabin, Spi egel cabin, three identical rental cabins, Depot/post office (destroyed), 
fish packing plant (destroyed), J em;cn house, bar. ark (destroyed), Morgan Oyster 
Co. house (rebuilt). In background are dairy barns and Hans J ensen (Hum house. 
People are unidentified. J ensen Family Collection. 
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Figure 30 - Aerial view of Hamlet, c. 1946. From lower left to upper right: Price 
cabin, Spiegel cabin. three identical rental cabins, ark, depot/ post office building, 
fish packing plant with boat ways, plant annex with conveyor, wharf (deteriorating), 
Jensen house, oyster annex and bar, wharves and boat ways, pile driver, Bean 
cabin, Lacey cabin, oyster fence. Dairy buildings behind Lr·ees including silo, Matleri 
(I Ium house center left. Water storage house on hill next lo potato field. MatLcri 
Family Collection. 
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Figure 32 - View from highway after barns and most trees were removed from 
parking area, c. 1956. The depot/post office, used as a garage, still stands in the 
center. J en sen Family Collection . 

Figure 33 - Virginia and Henry F. J ensen behind the bar at Jensen's Oyster Beds, 
about 1965-1970. J ensen Family Collection. 
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Figure 34 - Jensen's Oyster Beds restaurant, about 1970. Jensen Family Collection . 

Figure 35 - Interior of restaurant. 1986. From Appraisal. 
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Figure 36 - Looking north from parking lot, 1986. From Appraisal . 

Figure 37 - Tamales in 1898, looking southwest. Keys Estuary drains toward 
Tomales Bay m the upper left. Roy Graves Collect1on. Bancroft Library. 
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Figure 38 - Camp Pistolesi. c. 1920. Roy Graves Collection. Bancroft Library . 

Figure 39 - Reynolds, 1929. Marconi in background. J ensen Family Collection. 
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IV. BUILDINGS AND IDSTORIC RESOURCES 

A Description of Complex 

Hamlet is a complex of cabins, houses, a restaurant and a wharf, built on pilings 
and lining the shore of Tomales Bay for approximately a quarter mile of the 
northeastern section of the bay, south of Keys (or Walker Creek) Estuary. Access 
to the structures is by a wide driveway connecting the bay shore with State Route 
1, a two-lane asphalt road. A narrow road runs along the shoreline, this being the 
abandoned railbed of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad; past the structures in 
either direction the railbed exists as an undeveloped trail, and is eroded in many 
places. The complex of buildings run north and south of a small drainage 
originating on Bolinas Ridge to the east. 

Of approximately 19 buildings on the site during the 1930s to 1950s, 11 remain. 
Those which no longer exist include the original (or post-1906 earthquake) railroad 
depot/post office/garage, fish cannery, and milking/hay barn and horse barn with 
post office and mercantile annex, probably dating from the Abram Huff era, 1877-
1907. Of the remaining 11 buildings, not counting 9 additional structures such as 
outhouses and a wharf, most date from c. 1912-1925; 6 are original to their sites, 
while 5 have been moved to their current sites. 1 

Site inspections have revealed that every structure, with the one exception of 
the wharf, is in fair to poor condition. All of the cabins except one are built upon 
eucalyptus pilings in concrete forms; some pilings have been replaced by 4x6 
timbers or newer eucalyptus logs, but most are rotted or worn through. Of 
interest here are the eucalyptus pilings on structure 17, which were replaced in 
1946 by Albert Spiegel, and appear to be fairly solid today. 

All of the structures are dilapidated, although many are still of fairly solid 
framing; lack of paint has contributed to extremely weathered exterior walls and 
window frames. Each cabin is walled with either plywood, lap siding or board and 
batten, and no two are the same, with the exception of the two identical cabins 13 
& 15. There appears to be a lack of extreme rot in the floor structures of the 
cabins; Albert Spiegel explained that sand wear is the major cause of structural 
failure on that beach. Apparently all of the cabins were heated by wood stoves. 

At the time of this writing, most of the window glass has been broken by 
vandals since the occupants left, and many doors and much hardware have been 
taken. 

Virginia Jensen, owner of Hamlet from 1955 to 1987, rented the cabins to 
various tenants, some of whom made simple improvements to the buildings. Mrs. 

1From personal interviews, historic photographs and maps. 
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Jensen told of her own attempts to keep the cabins in good order: 

I tried to fix up a lot of the cabins like the one heading north the 
first little red one [11] I went in there after Henry had drowned 
[1971], actually he had done nothing with the cabins for literally 
years and so I say, well I'm gonna do something with these things 
here get them fixed up a little bit, the outsides didn't look like 
much but I tried to fix the insides. I went in and painted, you 
couldn't walk into the cabin because there was a big hole in the 
floor, so I pulled all the flooring up myself and I went out and 
bought tongue and groove flooring. I did it all myself, you know 
a lot of the paneling and all the painting . . . 

B. Description of Individual Structures2 

For the following report the structures have been numbered consecutively from 
south to north. Each structure was researched, inspected, surveyed, and 
photographed by the author between June and November, 1988. 

Structure 1: Outhouse/outbuilding. Built by tenant Dennis Chute c. 1971 from 
salvaged materials including walls from an old building possibly part 
of the Huff ranch. Central portion contains a toilet; south portion 
has concrete floor, and was used as a tool shed. North portion was 
an poultry shed. 

Structure 2: Cabin. This building was originally a shoe repair shop operated by 
Guido Matteri, located in Lower Town Tomales and in operation 
until about 1950-1955. It was moved on a truck to the current site 
by Henry F. Jensen about 1956-1960. It has been placed on a 
foundation of concrete piers with 6x8 posts, principal floor joists are 
salvaged railroad trestle timbers. Exterior walls are rounded 4" 
lap siding, interior walls are stained vertical 3" grooved lap fir or 
redwood. This cabin had only cold water and no bath facilities. 

Structure 3: House. This was built between 1912 and 19213 and was originally 
occupied by a Dr. Hubbell, who was possibly the builder. It was 
rented by Jenny Howe, a locally-born woman who taught school in 
Pittsburg, during the 1940's, and after she was married to the 
principal of her school, Paul Lacey, until about 1948. It was then 

2Information based on personal interviews, historic photographs and maps, and references cited in 
bibliography. 

3Structure not shown on 1912 railroad map, but appears on 1921 county map. 
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occupied by the Christiansens for more than a decade. The house 
had other tenants including Stephanie Scott, an artist, during the 
1970's. The building consists of a central room and two bedrooms, 
all paneled in stained vertical 3" grooved lap siding; the house is 
surrounded on the south, west and north by shed porches, used as 
a shower, porch, kitchen, workroom, and entrance hall. This house 
was equipped with a water heater and shower. 

Structure 4: Outhouse. Built by Henry J. Jensen about 1929 from salvaged 
vertical 3" interior lap siding, no framing, wood floor. Originally 
had shark fins nailed to exterior, shells in the interior. May not 
stand at original site. 

Structure 5: House. The original structure was built by Jack Junta in about 
1915, as an oyster house for the Morgan Oyster Company.4 It was 
occupied by Morgan's oysterman, Frank Erickson. The oyster house 
burned to the flooring in the 1930's, and was rebuilt on the original 
pilings, by Henry J. Jensen. Fire scars remain on the floor joists. 
The house was occupied for many years by Ed Bean, a San 
Francisco butcher and member of a pioneer Tamales family. Albert 
Spiegel reported that many wild drinking parties went on here, so 
much that it drove out the Laceys next door. Ed Bean left by the 
1950's and the house was occupied by various tenants since then. 
Exterior walls are horizontal lap siding. The interior walls are 
painted plywood. This house was equipped with a toilet and hot 
water heater. 

Structure 6: Boat ramp (ways). Built by Henry J. Jensen circa 1940-1946, 
possibly out of parts of the original ways on the cannery building. 
Jensen kept an A-frame pile driver here. The ramp was repaired 
by Henry F. Jensen in about 1955. The piles are eucalyptus, topped 
by lOxlO ramps with rails mounted above. The rails and timber 
are in an extreme state of decay. 

Structure 7: Shed. This was one of the original dairy buildings probably dating 
from the Abram Huff era at Hamlet (1877-1907). It is not 
impossible that the building could date from before 1877, but no 
documentation exists on the history of the original dairy structures. 
It is similar in shape and size to the original railroad depot 
building, utilizing wide lap redwood siding. The building was used 
as a residence by Manuel Figereti, who worked as an oysterman for 
the Jensens, c. 1930-1950, and probably others. It was moved to 
the current site c. 1955-1958, when the dairy was removed and the 
parking lot expanded by Henry F. Jensen. It has been used since 

4Interviews with Clarence Pensotti and Eugene Poncia. 
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then as a storage shed. The outhouse attached to the front is one 
of Henry J. Jensen's ca. 1929 models. 

Structure 8: Wharf. A short wharf was built here by Henry J. Jensen before 
1952, and rebuilt, lengthened and widened by Henry F. Jensen 
around 1960.5 Posts are driven, with concrete piers, and appear to 
be in fairly good shape. Decking is 2x8 on 2x12 joists. The wharf 
was used for small boats and access to the oyster bed directly west. 

Structure 9: Restaurant. The original three-stool bar comprises the southeast 
corner of the restaurant, with the south wall (horizontal narrow 
lap siding), floor and roofline intact. The original bar was built ca. 
1921 by Henry J. Jensen, originally used as a washroom and guest 
house. After prohibition it was a bar serving beer and wine. When 
Jensen began the oyster business in the 1930's a section was added 
to the northwest corner of the original bar which joined the Jensen 
residence (structure 10). Here were built concrete oyster processing 
sinks and tables, which remain. The restaurant was added by 
Henry F. Jensen between 1955-1960, using lumber salvaged from 
the Hamlet barns, in part of the new structure. The siding on the 
south side of the restaurant still shows the red paint from the 
horse barn which the lumber was taken from. The new restaurant 
featured large picture windows, a bar with seating capacity of 15, 
with table and booth seating for 28, men's and women's restrooms, 
a kitchen and cold storage area, and made use of the older concrete 
oyster facilities put in by Henry J. Jensen. A false front was added 
and a sign reading JENSEN'S OYSTER BEDS spread the length of 
the building. The old railroad station sign, HAMLET, was mounted 
on the front wall. The restaurant is attached to the Jensen home 
directly north. The building was equipped with a water heater, 
three toilets and a urinal, aluminum kitchen sinks, walls and 
exhaust hood, wooden cooler cabinets behind the bar, and a 10 foot 
refrigerated display case for oyster sales. 

Structure 10: House. This house, built c. 1918, was occupied by Henry J. Jensen 
after his marriage c. 1921 to Gertrude Guldager of Tomales. It 
consists of three bedrooms, one bathroom, living room, kitchen and 
dining room, and two storage/utility rooms. It was built, like the 
other cabins, on eucalyptus posts on concrete piers. The exterior, 
with the exception of the front, is vertical board and batten, and 
is original. The house was occupied by Henry and Gertrude Jensen 
until 1955 (Gertrude died in 1949); their son Henry F. Jensen was 
raised in the house. Henry F. Jensen and his wife Virginia moved 
into the house in 1955 when they purchased the property. They 

5Interview with John Vilicich, owner of Marshall Boat Works, who assisted in the repairs. 
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raised five children in the house (Henry F. Jensen died in 1971) 
and were occupying the house at the time of purchase by the 
National Park Service. The Jensens moved to Tamales in January, 
1988. The house was equipped with a hot water heater, toilet and 
shower /bath and trash compactor. Although the house is attached 
to the restaurant, there is no interior access between the two 
buildings. 

Structure 11: Cabin. This was one of three cabins built by Jack Junta; this one 
was moved to the site between 1913-1921 with some others, to 
serve as housing for workers in the cannery and/ or original oyster 
operation. A number of those interviewed have said the cabins 
were moved from Preston Point, north of Hamlet across Keys 
Estuary, or from Camp Pistolesi; they do not appear to be the same 
as other cabins at Camp Pistolesi, but more likely were moved from 
Sugar's Bend between Preston Point and Tom's Point. This cabin 
is slightly different from the next two, being smaller by about a foot 
in exterior dimensions. The siding is vertical 8" lap (the other two 
have horizontal siding), with the south side covered with plywood, 
painted red. This was once occupied by Clarence Pensotti, a 
fisherman and employee of Henry J. Jensen. The last tenant was 
a daughter of Virginia and Henry Jensen. The cabin was equipped 
with cold water only . 

Structure 12: Outhouse. Built by Henry J. Jensen about 1929, to stop tenants 
from dumping raw sewage into his new oyster beds. This outhouse 
was designated as the women's. It is constructed out of vertical 3" 
lap interior siding, with no internal framing and a corrugated sheet 
metal roof. Apparently out of use since about 1975. 

Structure 13: Cabin. Structures 13 and 15 are virtually identical, although the 
interiors have been altered independently. They were built by Jack 
Junta to replace ones that were washed away in a storm, about 
1918 (see description, structure 11). This cabin, and structure 15, 
have horizontal lap siding on the exterior, and rough planks placed 
vertically for interior walls. Two windows have been added facing 
the bay, and two partitions divide the room. The cabin was 
occupied by George Hulbe, a fisherman from a pioneer family across 
the bay at White Gulch (George was born on Hog Island), during 
the 1940s. This and structure 15 were rented by John and Shirley 
Long of Oakland from about 1957 to 1988. The cabin is equipped 
with cold water only. 

Structure 14: Outhouse. Built by Henry J. Jensen about 1929, and matches the 
one next to it to the south (see description of structure 12). This 
outhouse was designated as the men's. 
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Structure 15: Cabin. This cabin is identical, except for remodeling details and 
window placement, with structure 13. It was occupied in the 1940s 
by Jack and Mae Cortade; he was a truck driver, on the road much 
of the time, leaving his wife to live in the cabin full time. The last 
tenants here were John and Shirley Long. See description of 
structure 13. 

Structure 16: Outhouse/shower room. This was built by a tenant about 1971. 
According to Virginia Jensen, the builder salvaged wood from the 
beach and other sources, working for much of the time without 
power tools. The design is whimsical, with shaped wood pieces and 
a pseudo-oriental roof line. The structure was equipped with a hot 
water heater and shower. 

Structure 17. House. This is the most thoroughly documented of all the Hamlet 
buildings. Albert Spiegel of Larkspur had vactioned at and 
eventually leased this house from 1921 to 1948, and was especially 
generous with his knowledge about the house and Hamlet in 
general. The house was built in 19136 by Spiegel's "uncle", Julius 
Spiegel of San Francisco, and Harold Ladd, also of San Francisco. 
Hans Jensen provided the eucalyptus pilings (see historical 
narrative) and Spiegel, Ladd and friends built the house. Albert 
Spiegel described the construction, as told to him by his uncle: 

He went down to Sausalito and ordered all the lumber 
and had it put on to a flatcar up to Point Reyes 
Station, and then he had to transfer it all over to the 
narrow gauge, and they spotted that car right in front 
of his house on that track. Then he just got a whole 
bunch of guys up there and in two weeks they had the 
whole thing up ... they worked right off the flatcar, 
right in front of the house. 

The house was used by Speigel and Ladd until Ladd sold out to 
Spiegel. The Spiegel families would come to the house on 
weekends and holidays, by train in the winters until 1930, then by 
automobile. Popular pasttimes were hunting and fishing; the family 
kept a number of rowboats and duck boats under the house. 
Spiegel recalled: 

You didn't have any electricity in that house for years and 
years and years, and what we did, we just tied onto the 

6 Albert Spiegel places the date of construction at 1913, based on knowledge from his close contact 
with Julius Spiegel during the 1920s; the Northwestern Pacific Railroad right-of-way map of 1912, 
drawn in great detail, shows two houses on the sites of Spiegel's and the next cabin north, bringing 
up the possibility that the houses were erected by early 1912. 
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house next door and he tied onto the next one and if 
everybody put their toasters on at one time why we'd blow 
the fuses. I believe it came out of the cannery but there was 
no, never was any power pole brought in anywhere (laughs). 

My uncle had a flush toilet in his (cabin): it was just a pipe 
that run straight out the back of the house and into the bay. 
He had the only flush toilet outside of Henry's place who had 
a septic tank so then when Henry got the oyster deal going, 
the first thing we had to do was seal up all the, we left the 
toilet but we sealed it up so that it couldn't be used, and 
then he built the community privy across from all of us, 
which none of us were really happy about . . . 

Albert Spiegel took over the lease and moved in full time after he 
arrived back from Europe at the end of World War II. He 
commercial fished with his neighbor Frank Gee, and replaced all of 
the worn pilings under the house: 

I put every one of those on there, had to or the house 
would have gone down. Some, I had to replace the 
pilings, but in most cases I could just take and chisel 
a shoulder then I built the forms around them, I put 
every one of those in myself . . . Henry cut (the 
eucalyptus pilings) ahead of time and had them all 
laying in front of the house, and then he put them up. 

When I was living here, that was when I did all the 
foundations over. They were going . . . they were 
eucalyptus about that big (8-10") around ... they 
weren't rotting out, the sand action, this one of the 
few houses that has sand under it, for some reason or 
other, the rest is all mud, but this house and the next 
one had sand, and the waves going back and forth, 
sand would whittle them down to pencil points ... all 
you had to do was take a hatchet about this far above 
the water line and chop out a square piece until you 
hit solid and then, leave the spindle, put a twelve inch 
form around it, go this far (a few inches) above the 
shoulder and pour concrete and a couple pieces of wire 
for good luck, so it wouldn't crack ... there were 
about four of them that were too far gone, and Henry 
senior says next week I'll have some eucalyptus sitting 
in front of your house, he was good that way, and I'd 
come up the next week and there'd be beautiful sticks 
waiting for me, he'd pick choice ones nice and round, 
and we'd just put them in green, and they worked. 
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That's how my uncle did it originally, when he was 
going to build, he told me this, that he had the old 
man Jensen, the old senior, Hans, and he had all those 
pilings waiting for him when he got here . . . all they 
did was they dug down to what they called hard pan, 
and then they had some four-by-four redwood blocks, 
they were about twelve inches square and four inches 
thick and they sunk them in and just put the square 
pilings right on top of them. When I went to put the 
replacements in I came across those four-by-fours and 
they were perfect. I used the same foundation, I 
didn't touch them. I just put the new ones right on 
top of them . . . I dug down and there was no rot, 
nothing on them, they were perfect . . . 

Spiegel built a home at Bleu Baie, south of Hamlet and moved 
there in 1948. The Spiegel family held the lease, made in ten year 
agreements, until 1953, forty years after Julius Spiegel built the 
house. The last tenant was a daughter of Virginia and Henry 
Jensen's. 

The house has been little altered since it was built. Albert Spiegel 
felt that the floor was much more solid than in the days he lived 
there, speculating that new plywood flooring had been put in, 
confirmed by Virginia Jensen. The original wainscot exists in the 
interior, the burlap walls have been covered by paneling and 
shingles, but the burlap is apparently intact underneath The 
kitchen ceiling and upper walls were paneled with pressed tin, and 
has been painted heavily. Spiegel told of the tin ceiling: 

That's tin that came out of the old nickleodeons, what 
they called nickleodeons in San Francisco, and they 
used them in there because they were supposedly 
fireproof. He was a great guy for scrounging, he was 
a real salesman, that guy. He could sell you anything 
and finagle you out of everything too, and that's how 
he got this stuff, I guess. 

The original copper sink is in the kitchen, although another one 
that was in the porch in back is missing. The back porch was 
added not long after the house was built. Originally the back door 
led dirctly to a stairway to the water; boats would be tied up within 
reach of the bottom step. In the alcove holding the hot water 
heater was the family's cooler: 

This didn't have a water heater in it at that time ... 
it's this is the cupboard, all right, it's the same place, 
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those are all the shelves . . . that was a screen, it 
went right through to the bay, and this was screened 
on the top, so the air went through both sides . . . 
with a door, a glass door, and this was our cooler 
... you'd stop on the way up and get a twenty five 
pound block of ice and put it in that bottom thing 
there and and you could leave it under there for a 
week, and it would stay. That kept everything cool, 
we never had milk go sour or anything . . . a perfect 
cooler. 

Notable in the design of this house are the decorative details on 
the front of the house: turned wood circular decorations at the 
upper corners of the front door and two windows, and carved 
Victorian eave decorations. The exterior walls are wide lap siding. 
This structure was equipped with a hot water heater, toilet, and 
shower /bath, and had a propane connection. 

Structure 18: House. This house was originally a one room cabin, which now 
makes up the eastern portion, or the kitchen, of the house. 
Virginia Jensen heard a story, unsubstantiated, that the cabin was 
built by the railroad to house crew members; while the structure 
appears on a 1912 railroad map, it is doubtful that the railroad 
company would have a need to house a crew at this location, as the 
company had a section house at Point Reyes Station. The cabin 
was occupied by a Mr. Meyers, and/or Pryor, then for many years 
by 0.H. "Slim" Price, a city councilman and Mayor of Healdsburg 
from 1946-1954. It was apparently Price, who leased the house 
during the 1930s and 1940s, who built the two additions: a larger 
room and a porch enclosed with large windows. The additions are 
distinctive for their diagonal flooring, designed to increase structural 
strength. The house was rented from 1970 to 1987 by writer/ 
musician Sam Schaffer, who published a small magazine, the 
"Hamlet Halfshell," out of this home. The exterior walls are mixed 
sidings, horizontal and vertical. The house was equipped with cold 
water only. The interior is half remodeled with sheet rock; part 
of the original interior walls remain. It is perhaps the most 
dilapidated of all the cabins and houses. 

Structure 19: Outhouse. 2x4s and plywood with "moon" cut in side, corrugated 
sheet metal roof. Built ca. 1968 by Gene Wagner, a tenant. 

Structure 20: Oyster Barge. This oyster barge has been with the Jensens as long 
as Virginia Jensen can remember, and she speculates that it was 
the original oyster barge at the site. It is possible that it was from 
the Morgan Oyster Company days (ca. 1915-1920). The barge, 
measuring 9 x 25 feet, was used by the Jensens for planting and 
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harvesting oysters in their beds, and has not been used for about 
eight to ten years. It was originally well-built and designed with 
a craftsman's eye, but is now dilapidated and altered by the 
addition of flotation panels. 

Structure 21: Reservoir. Built before 1948, this has been called a spring house 
or water tank; it is a concrete storage tank for the Hamlet water 
supply, which originated on the hill across the highway, and was 
fed by gravity. Virginia Jensen stated that the water supply was 
always of good quality, and plentiful. Water tests in the aquisition 
file show the water acceptable for drinking, although during 1981 
the water supply was found to contain bacteria and corrections were 
ordered. Either the reservoir is located on a spring site or the 
tank is leaking, as the ground appears to be wet at all times. The 
structure is concrete tank with a wood frame roof, screened to 
prevent entry by animals. 

Other historic features include: an anchor, located in the mud off of structure 
2; the broken concrete foundation of the silo from the old dairy, now on the beach 
between structures 10 and 11; fence posts made of abandoned railroad ties; rails, 
from the Northwestern Pacific Railroad which traversed the property, on the beach 
between structures 2 and 3; an unaltered cut and mostly eroded fill, made by 
Chinese hand labor, at the south end of the property; numerous cypress and 
eucalyptus trees, planted as windbreaks by Abram Huff; and the remains of the 
original 1873 county road, abandoned in 1906 after the earthquake caused a section 
to slide. Both the road and the slide section are intact, in the southeastern portion 
of the property. A report has been filed with the National Park Service by an 
archaeologist, noting archaeological features. 
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C. Photographs 

Figure 1 - View of Hamlet from Tamales Bay, Yiew to west. 35mm color 
photograph by Terry Nordbye . 

• • • 

Figure 2 - View of structures 1, 2, 3. and 5. with portion of (wharfl showing. 
View to northwest. Preston and Tom's Points behind. 
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Figure 3 - Structure l, outhouse/ toolshop, south and west sides . 

Figure 4 - Structure 2. old shoe shop 
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Figure 5 - Structure 3, Lacey cabin, east side . 

Figure 6 - Structure 3. Lacey cabin, interior ,;ew. 
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Figure 7 - Structure 4, outhouse. west and south sides . 

2 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 

Figure 9 - Structures 5. 3, 2 from wharf, VIew to southeast. 

'"' 

Figure 10 - Structure 6. boat ways. \'iew to northwest. wharf behind. 
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Figure 1 l - Structure 7, shed, west side . 

• 

Figure 12 - Structures 9 and 10, restaurant and Jensen hou:::.e. view to wesl 
from hill . Preston Point in distance. 
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Figure 13 - Structures 9 and 10. restaurant and J ensen house. ~outb and west 
sides. View from wharf . 

Figure 14 . Structure 9, restaurant, south side. Showing original roofline and 
sidmg of cabm. 
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Figure 15 - Structure 9, restaurant, interior. View to west. 

Figure 16 - Structure 9. restaurant interior. oy:ster proces:sing area. 
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Figure 17 - Main complex, view to south. Structures 3, 5, 7. 9 and 10 (left to 
right). Oyster shells stacked at left 

Figure 18 - Structure 10, J ensen house, north side. 
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Figure 19 - Culvert directly north of Structure 10. View to east . 

Figure 20 - North complex (structures 11-20) from wharf, view to northeast. 
Structures 9 and 10 to right. 
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Figure 21 - North complex from railroad grade. view to north. Left to right: 
structures 11, 13, 15. 17. 18 . 

Figure 22 - Structures 11, 13, 15, east sides. 
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Figure 23 - Structure 13, interior east wall. 

Figure 24 - Structures 14 and 12, outhouses. west and south sides. 
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Figure 25 - Structure 16, outhouse, wel:>l and south sides . 

--

Figure 26 - Structure 17, Spiegel cabin, east and nor th sides. 

91 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I r 
I 

-

Figure 27 - Structure 17, Spiegel cabin, decoration over front (east) door . 

Figure 28 - Structure 17, Spiegel cabin. detail of pressed tin on kitchen waJls 
and ceiling. 
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Figure 29 - Structure 17. Spiegel cabin, pilings and subfloor. Typical of all 
structures at Hamlet . 

Figure 30 - Structure 18, Price cabm, north ~ide. 
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Figure 31 - View to north from railroad grade. Structure 19 right center, 20 on 
beach under tree, left. 

Figure 32 - Structure 20. oyster barge (detail), view to west 
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Figure 33 - Structure 21, water tank, north and eru;t sides, Yiew to southwest. 

Figure 34 - View to south at south end of property, of railroad grade (CA-~IRN -
560). Rema.ms of fill in foreground. large cut in center. Nick's Cove in distance. 
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Figure 35 - Abandoned county wagon road, 1872-1906. View to northeast: State 
Highway One at upper right. 

-
Figure 36 - South portion of property, ";ew to south. Railrouc.l grade along shore. 
right; abandoned county road on hillside below current State Highway One, slide 
area in front of eucalyptus grove. 
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D. Significance 

Hamlet has been shown to have local historical significance in archaeology, 
oystering, fishing, transportation and recreation. 

The Archaeological Overview discusses significant prehistoric resources within the 
boundary of the Hamlet property. The archaeologist, Faith L. Duncan, found and 
listed three high-density prehistoric sites (CA-MRN-556H) which overlap, covering 
a number of acres of the property. The historic resources were recorded as a part 
of CA-MRN-556H a8 well. None of the sites have been excavated, and erosion and 
public access are threatening the sites; human remains have been found on the 
surface in some areas. The sites have potential for excavation, although the 
archaeologist has recommended measures for protection of the sites in the 
meantime. The subject of Coast Miwok presence at Tomales Bay has had little 
investigation, and the sites at Hamlet could be important sites for future study.1 

Hamlet has local historic significance in oystering and fishing because of the 
importance of Hamlet's pioneering role in the development of the oyster industry 
on Tamales Bay, one of the few major oyster growing areas on the West Coast. 
Existing on the site are numerous buildings and structures from 50 to 75 years old 
which represent the heyday of the fishing and oyster industries on Tomales Bay. 
Many of the cabins were used to house workers in these industries. Much of the 
original oyster processing facility, ca. 1930, remains in the restaurant. A 
commercial fishing industry has been active at Hamlet for over a century. Fresh 
fish was one of the products shipped out of Hamlet in the early days of the 
railroad, 1875-1900. A regionally significant fish canning business, the F.E. Booth 
Company of San Francisco and Monterey, chose Hamlet in 1917 as the site of a 
large herring packing plant to fill demands during World War I. Some of the 
existing cabins were built as housing for laborers in this industry at that time. 
The railroad shipped tons of herring out of Hamlet daily during this time. Local 
fishermen have traditionally occupied many of the cabins at Hamlet until recently. 

Hamlet has local historic significance in transportation and commerce because 
of its importance as a rail stop for freight and passengers, second only to Marshall 
in volume of business. In addition, Hamlet had a U.S. Post Office for 24 years, as 
well as a mercantile store, although no remains of these activities are evident. The 
close commercial connection betweem Hamlet and the Pierce Ranch on Point 
Reyes, a historically significant ranch complex across Tomales Bay, has been 
documented. A number of significant resources still exist at Hamlet. The remains 
of the railroad grade stretch the length of the property, and include evidence of 
hand tool use during the original construction by Chinese labor and various remains 
of trestlework, culverts and cuts and fills (recorded as CA-MRN-560H). The early 
development of Marin County's road system is represented by a 1/2 mile section 

1Duncan, Faith L., An Archaeological Overview of the Jensen Tract. Point Reyes National Seashore 
(Tucson, Arizona: University of Arizona Departments of Anthropology and Geosciences, 1988). 
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of hand-built wagon road (1872) which traverses the southern section of the 
property. An excellent and rare example of damage to local transportation systems 
caused by the 1906 earthquake exists, where the 1872 road, built by one of the 
prominent owners of Hamlet, was destroyed by a landslide and subsequently 
rerouted. The site is intact and quite dramatic. 

Hamlet has local historic significance in recreation as the site of a commercial 
recreation industry since 1878 when Abram Huff developed visitor-oriented facilities. 
Many of the cabins were built 1912-1930 as weekend and summer homes for 
families living in the larger cities of the San Francisco Bay area. 

Although most of the structures with the highest degree of historical significance 
are no longer existing, many of the remaining buildings and features are significant 
in local history. The majority of the structures are dilapidated, in many cases 
greatly altered, and rehabilitation will require substantial funding. 

E. Recommendations 

Hamlet, comprising a 40 acre parcel of land and tidelands fronting on Tomales 
Bay in Marin County, California, contains a complex of 21 structures, including 9 
cabins, a vacated restaurant and various outbuildings. It is one of the oldest sites 
in continuous human occupation on Tomales Bay. Hamlet was vacated in January 
1988 after the National Park Service purchased the property from the Jensen 
family for inclusion in Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The structures are 
lying abandoned and are suffering abuses of weather and vandalism. The future 
of the complex needs to be decided as soon as possible. At issue is whether to 
rehabilitate the structures or to raze them and restore the site. Most of the 
buildings are over 50 years old and all have been documented in this Historic 
Resource Study. 

As a cultural resource, Hamlet is impaired by the fact that most of the 
structures pertinent to the early history of the site (1875-1920) were removed some 
thirty years ago. These include the railroad depot, F.E. Booth fish packing plant 
and the Huff/Jensen dairy. The remaining structures, mostly built between 1906 
and 1925, reflect only the topics of oystering, fishing, transportation and recreation, 
although practically all of the present structures were connected to the last decade 
of railroading at Hamlet and should be considered with that factor in mind. The 
fact that Hamlet has been occupied continuously since at least 1859 and by Coast 
Miwok Indians for centuries before that, needs to be addressed. 

The physical condition of the buildings can be generalized: all are dilapidated, 
vandalized, lacking in approved utilities, and sitting on very poor wood pilings. 
However, the cabins are not beyond repair and should be considered renovatable, 
but repair may involve extensive replacement of materials resulting in loss of 
historic fabric. Expenses would undoubtably be high; for instance, sewer and water 
improvements have been estimated at $200,000 by rehabilitation specialists, with 
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an overall rehabilitation estimate at approximately $500,000. 

Hamlet has been found to have significance in the local history of archaeology, 
oystering and fishing, transportation and recreation. Recommendations are as 
follows: 

1. A formal determination of the eligibility of the property for the National 
Register of Historic Places be made. 

2. All of the data obtained by the research efforts for the Historic Resource 
Study be preserved in the Point Reyes National Seashore archives. 

3. The archaeological sites should be entered in the State Inventory of 
Archaeological Sites; protection measures for the threatened sites should be 
implemented as soon as possible. 

4. If found to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, any action 
taken on the Hamlet property should conform to the guidelines of the General 
Management Plan of Golden Gate National Recreation Area, which states: 'To 
reuse existing buildings for visitor and management needs in order to help preserve 
historic structures and reduce building costs. To retain the current character of 
cultural resources pending completion of detailed resource management plans. To 
recognize the importance of the cultural resources within the recreation area 
through a positive program of their identification, evaluation, preservation, 
management and interpretation." 

5. If found to be eligible for the National Register, alternatives for the property 
should be developed and analysis for feasability, suitability, historic preservation be 
accomplished under the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(36 CFR 800) by the National Park Service. 

6. The Point Reyes/GGNRA Citizens Advisory Commission should be consulted in 
arriving at a proposed alternative. The Commission could assist in seeking the 
comments of Native Americans and interested persons including groups, local 
preservation organizations and other organizations. 

7. The National Park Service should consult with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer on the proposed alternative/undertaking pursuant to the above if the 
property is determined eligible under the National Register criteria. 
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1916: U.S.G.S. Point Reyes Quadrangle 1:62500 (detail) 
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1921: U.S.C.G.S. Tomales Bay Preliminary Survey (detail) 

116 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

. '\ifi 4 

~
\.'·· ... 

. If • 
tl .._i . ·; 

\\,r" -~ , •""· : • ;~ ·s-' ·tr· .... 
f~' ....... ~~1· J ·­. • g ~ • 

- - 5 .. •. . 
... . ....,_, ..... -

.JIM VIClfE/lf.Jo/N 

... ' NOG" OUCK IS 
.z .:!I ~c 

~~-2~£] 

1925 - Official Marin County Survey (detail) 

117 

'1?' \ .. .-



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

.... 
't.c .s 
3t' ··1_o, 

. ~'41'·. 

118 

.lviVnJ · 
.?e"fn, ~.11.· .. 'l.t-gr. · ., .. ~ •. o,., 
. • • ~,. •• ?, . 

. 69+~0 . . Q >1 



I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

:~·.~. . ···.····- .: .. .. ... :- ..• .: . .... 

Nicks Cove 

1942- U.S. Department of the Army map (detail) 

119 



I 

--~.t.. \~ 
. .' .. ~'·/ 

\; 
.. 0 • 

I 
\' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 1952: U.S.G.S. Tomales Quadrangle 1:24000 (detail) 

120 

I 



I 
,~ 

I ,, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 

BIBUOGRAPHY 



I 
·~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

1• 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books 

Barrett, Elinore M., California Oyster Industry. Fish Bulletin No. 123, Resources 
Agency of California, Department of Fish and Game, 1963. 

Borges, Richard A, and Chappell, Gordon, There is No More Extensive Dairy in 
the Township: The History and Architecture of the Upper Pierce Ranch 1856-
1986. (San Francisco: National Park Service, 1986). 

California Earthquake of April 18, 1906. The, Report of the State Earthquake 
Commission. Volume I, pp. 80, 197. 

California, State of, Board of Railroad Commissioners, Annual Reports: North 
Pacific Coast Railroad, 1888, 1890-1902; North Shore Railroad, 1902-1907; 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad, 1907-1932. California State Archives. 

Crocker-Langley Directories, San Francisco 1895-1930, Oakland 1900-1948. 
California Historical Society, Oakland Public Library. 

Dickinson, AB., Narrow Gauge to the Redwoods. (Glendale: Trans-Anglo Books, 
1967). 

Foley, Dennis, and McDonald, Perry, Pictorial History of Marin County Schools. 
(1976). 

Guinn, Prof. J.M., History of the State of California and Biographical Record of the 
Coast Counties. (Chicago: Chapman Publishing Co., 1904). 

Hittell, John S., The Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast of North 
America. (San Francisco: AL. Bancroft & Co., 1882). 

Kneiss, Gilbert, Redwood Railways. (Berkeley: Howell-North, 1956). 

Mason, Jack, and Park, Helen VanCleave, Early Marin. (Petaluma: House of 
Printing, 1971). 

Mason, Jack, Earthquake Bay. (Inverness: North Shore Books, 1976). 

---------, Point Reyes. The Solemn Land. (Inverness: North Shore Books, 1970). 

McKenney's 8-County Directory of Sonoma. Napa. Lake, Mendocino, Humboldt. 
Yolo. Solano and Marin Counties 1884-85. (San Francisco: L.M. McKenney & 
Co., 1883). 

121 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 

Munro-Fraser, J.P., History of Marin County. California. (Oakland: Alley, Bowen 
& Co., 1880). 

----------, History of Sonoma County. California. (Oakland: Alley, Bowen & Co., 
1879). 

Salley, H.E., History of California Post Offices 1849-1976. (La Mesa: H.E. Salley, 
1977). 

School Districts of Marin County. (San Rafael: Marin Journal Printing House, 
1893). 

Scofield, W.L., California Fishing Ports, California Fish Bulletin No. 96. (California 
Department of Fish and Game, 1954.) 

Stindt, Fred A., The Northwestern Pacific Railroad. Redwood Empire Route. 
(Redwood City: Fred A. Stindt, 1964). 

Teather, Louise, Place Names of Marin. (San Francisco: Scottwall Associates, 1986). 

---------, chapter, "The History and Mystery of Marin Post Offices," Old Marin With 
Love. (San Rafael: Marin County American Bicentennial Commission, 1976). 

Toogood, Anna Coxe, A Civil History of Golden Gate National Recreation Area and 
Point Reyes National Seashore. Vol. 1. (Denver: National Park Service, 1980). 

Townsend, Report of the State Board of Fish Commissioners. XIII. 1893-94. 

Weston, Charis Wilson and Edward, California and the West. (New York: Duell, 
Sloan and Pearce, 1940). 

Periodicals 

Eldridge, Maxwell B. and Kaili, W. Michael, "San Francisco Bay Area's Herring 
Resource -- A Colorful Past and Controversial Future." Marine Fisheries Review, 
Volume 35 Number 11, November 1973. 

Gates, Paul W., "Carpetbaggers Join the Rush for Land." California Historical 
Quarterly, Volume LVI Number 2, Summer 1977, pp. 115-116. 

Grizzly Bear. The, September, 1909, obituary page 24. 

Hardwick, James E., "Biomass Estimates of Spawning Herring, Clupea Harengus 
Pallasi, Herring Eggs, and Associated Vegetation in Tamales Bay" ("Herring in 
Tamales Bay"), California Fish and Game, 59 (1): 36-61. 1973. 

122 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
ii 
I 
I 

' I 

Holden, E., "Little Histories of the Road: Point Reyes." Northwestern Pacific 
Headlight, April 1927, page 5. 

McEvoy, Arthur F., "Law, Public Policy, and Industrialization in the California 
Fisheries, 1900-1925." Reprinted from Business History Review, Volume 57, 
Winter 1983. 

Weston, Edward, "Seeing California." Westways, March 1939 31:4-5. 

Yates, John D., "Insurgents on the Baja Peninsula: Henry Halleck's Journal of the 
War in Lower California, 1847-48." California Historical Quarterly, Volume LIV 
Number 3, Fall 1975, pp. 223-224. 

Manuscripts and Pamphlets 

Appraisal of Tract 18-101 for the National Park Service, Department of the Interior 
and Appendices. A Clive King Associates, Sausalito. August 1986. 

Borkheim, AL., Tomales Herring Plant. 1938. Marin County Library. 

Dickinson, A Bray, Tomales is 100 Years Old. (Typescript, Sept. 1950). Author's 
collection . 

Duncan, Faith L., An Archaeological Overview of the Jensen Tract, Point Reyes 
National Seashore (Tucson, Arizona: University of Arizona Departments of 
Anthropology and Geosciences, 1988). 

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company, Vacation 1907. (San Francisco, 1907). 
California State Railroad Museum. 

-----------, Sidings and spurs. Photocopy collection of author. 

North Shore Railroad Company, North Shore Railroad, The Scenic Route. San 
Francisco, c. 1904. Bancroft Library. 

-----------, Summer Outings 1902. San Francisco 1902. Bancroft Library. 

Post Offices in California as of April 1. 1877, from U.S. Official Postal Guide. 
Typescript, Bancroft Library. 

Ricksecker, Anna, and McDowell, J.P., Tomales Potatoes - Fish Industry. 1936. 
Marin County Library. 

123 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
It 
I 
I 
I 

11 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

News,papers 

Empire Farmer, Santa Rosa, California. 
Independent. The, San Rafael, California. 
Independent-Journal, San Rafael, California. 
Marin County Journal (Marin Journal), San Rafael, California. 
Petaluma Daily Courier, Petaluma, California. 
Petaluma Argus, Petaluma, California 
Petaluma Argus-Courier, Petaluma, California 
Point Reyes Light, Point Reyes Station, California. 
San Francisco Call, San Francisco, California. 
San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, California. 
San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, California. 
Santa Rosa Press-Democrat, Santa Rosa, California. 
Sonoma Democrat, Sonoma, California. 
Tocsin, San Rafael, California. 

Interviews 

Eugene Arenander, Petaluma - longtime Tomales resident 
Franklin Burns, Petaluma - family resided at Ocean Roar c. 1900 
Clifford Conly, Marshall - Cypress Grove owner 
Virginia Jensen, Tomales - former owner of Hamlet 
Hazel Martinelli, Point Reyes Station - sister-in-law of Henry J. Jensen 
Joseph (Harry) McDonald, Novato - born at McDonald 
Arthur Mendonca, Santa Cruz - former president, F.E. Booth Co. 
Arthur Patrick, Oakland - former manager, F.E. Booth Co. 
Clarence Pensotti, Santa Rosa - fisherman born on bay, worked for Jensen 
Bea Phillips, Tomales - longtime Tomales resident 
Eugene Poncia, Tomales - rancher above Hamlet since 1915 
Andrew Simpson, Berkeley - nephew of F.E. Booth 
Emil Smith, Sacramento - Department of Fish and Game 
Albert Spiegel, Larkspur - stayed at Hamlet 1921-1948 
Bill and Ellen Straus, Blake's Landing - longtime area residents 
John Vilicich, Marshall - born on Tomales Bay, operates Marshall Boats Works 
Ted Wurm, Oakland - railroad historian 

Reference Libraries 

Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley 
California State Archives 
California State Library, Sacramento 
California State Railroad Museum Library, Sacramento 
California Historical Society, San Francisco 
Healdsburg Museum, Healdsburg 

124 



I 

~ 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

Jack l\1ason l\1usell1Il, Inverness 
Marin County Historical Society, San Rafael 
Marin County Library, California Room, San Rafael 
Maritime l\1useum, Shaw Library, San Francisco 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. 
Oakland Public Library, California Room, Oakland 
Point Reyes National Seashore Library, Bear Valley 
San Francisco Public Library: San Francisco Archives 
Tamales Elementary Local History Center, Tamales 
United States Geological Survey, NCIC, l\1enlo Park 
University of California Library l\1ap Room, Berkeley 

Public Records 

California Department of Fish & Grune 
California State Lands Commission 
l\1arin County Assessors Office 
l\1arin County Board of Supervisors 
l\1arin County Department of Public Works 
l\1arin County Office of Education 
l\1arin County Recorders Office 
San Luis Obispo County Recorders Office 
Sonoma County Recorders Office 

125 


