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I. ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION

A. INTRODUCTION

The Point Reyes Light Station, consisting of nine contributing and four non-
contributing structures, is located on the scenic western headlands of the Point
Reyes National Seashore, Marin County, California. The earliest structures within
the complex were constructed in 1870.

Point Reyes National Seashore was established on September 13, 1962; in
1977 the light station was transferred from the U.S. Coast Guard to the National
Park Service. The Coast Guard operates an automated light and fog horn on the
headlands under a use agreement with the National Park Service.

The complex was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places in 1980. Nomination documents were revised in 1989 and the light station
was placed on the National Register in August of 1990. The structures within the
Lighthouse District have been placed on the National Park Service List of Classified
Structures (LCS).

The historic light station structures are west watershed (PR-009), lower
watershed and cistern (PR-014), equipment building (PR-016), multi-purpose build-
ing/garage (PR-017), concrete watershed and cistern (PR-019), fuel and paint shed
(PR-022), pumphouse (PR-022), transformer building (PR-011), and lighthouse (PR-
025). As listed on the LCS, the management category for all structures except the
lighthouse is “should be preserved.” The lighthouse has been placed in the category
“must be preserved.” In addition, the LCS states that all structures except the light-
house will received preservation treatment; the lighthouse is to receive restoration
treatment.

B. MANAGEMENT AND PROPOSED USE OF THE STRUCTURES

The National Seashore General Management Plan (1980) calls for the preser-
vation and interpretation of the Lighthouse Complex. The Seashore’s Interpretive
Prospectus (1989), Statement for Management (1990), and the Cultural Resource
Plan (1987) also specifically state that the site should be preserved and interpreted
to the public.
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At present, the light station is open to the public and is a major visitor attrac-
tion within Point Reyés National Seashore. Approximately 300,000 visitors annually
are attracted to the historic district with 50,000 visitors entering the historic light-
house, some 300 stairs down to a lower platform. Exhibits have been added at sev-
eral locations to augment personal interpretive tours. The multi-purpose building
has been adaptively restored to provide a visitor center complete with exhibits.
None of the other historic structures have been altered or adapted for another use.

The use of the structures will remain the same in the future. As presented in
a variety of park documents, the light station is to be preserved and interpreted to
the public without additional adaptive restoration or alteration. The documents do
not call for any private or concession use of the structures in the future.

C. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

This Historic Structures Report (HSR) for the Point Reyes Light Station was
funded by a 1989 Bicentennial Lighthouse Grant administered by the California
Office of Historic Preservation. Public Law 100-446 earmarked Fiscal Year 1989
funds for the Bicentennial Lighthouse Fund.

Consistent with Seashore management and planning documents, the purpose
of this HSR is to provide guidance for management to ensure the long-term preserva-
tion and protection of the light station, specifically the lighthouse and equipment
building. These two structures are highlighted in the report because they are the
dominant buildings within the light station. More specific goals of this report are 1)
to provide recommendations for maintenance treatments to ensure preservation
maintenance is accomplished; 2) to gather into one document all existing pertinent
data for guiding future management actions; 3) to provide guidance for the restora-
tion of specific character-defining features of the structures (specifically, the light-
house) that enhance the integrity of the complex; and 4) to identify future research
needs and additional studies.

This report fulfills the requirements of the National Park Service Manage-
ment Policies (1988) and will assist in compliance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and in the associated consultant process with the
State Office of Historic Preservation. The report is based on guidelines in NPS-49:
National Register Programs, NPS-28: Cultural Resource Management, and the
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Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Historic Preservation.

D. SUMMARY OF PROPOSED TREATMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE INVESTIGATIONS

The overall goal of proposed treatments for the hghthouse and equipment
building is to provide preservation maintenance for long-term protection. In smn-
maiy, the recommended treatments for the hghthouse include repairing leaks at
lantern astragals, replacing glazing in first-level windows, restoring weather vane
base, restoring astragals to a original contrasting color, restoring painted wood floor
on first gallery level, and restoring ground-level entiy door.

For the equipment building, the HSR reconunends installing solar film on the
interior of all windows, mothballing ah mechanical equipment, removing non-historic
and non-essential electrical equipment, painting mechanical and electrical compo-
nents, cleaning and painting all interior walls and ceiling, stripping and refinishing
all deteriorated clear wall finishes in the machinery room, restoring the rolling door
on the east elevation, and restoring the gauge board.

The HSR also recommends that further investigation be performed. A His-
toric Structm-e Preservation Guide (HSPG), Historic American Engineering Record
docmnentation (HAER), and paint sampling documentation should be completed
when funds are available. These projects are essential to the continued preservation
of the hght station.

E. STORAGE OF ARCHIVAL MATERIALS

All objects, dociunents, tapes, records, photographs, and negatives obtained in
the preparation of this document are now preserved in the museum collection of
Point Reyes National Seashore. The collection is housed within the Bear Valley
Visitor Center at Park Headquarters.
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