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Welcome 

This Sept ember, Point Reyes National 
bore celebrates its ao1'1 birthday, 

nceived as a park as early as the 
1930s, the Point Reyes peninsula 
became part of the National Park 
System on September 13,1962. For all 
of us, this is a day to reflect on and 
remember the dedication of the 
countless individuals who fought for 
the preservation of its 80 miles of 
coastline and precious cultural 
resources. It is also a time to reaffirm 
our efforts to continue to care for its 
future. On the day President Kennedy 
signed the legislation creating the 
park, a legacy of inspiration, beauty, 
and human spirit was preserved for 
the nation. 

The staff of Point Reyes wants to offer 
hearilett thanks u> me American puo-
lic for saving a piece of our natural 
and cultural heritage. As part of the 
National Park Service, we pledge to 
care for this special place for future 
generations. 

Don Neubacher 
Superintendent 
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Keeping Wilderness in the 
Human Heart for 4 0 Years 

Congressman Clem Miller's vision for a nat- As we celebrate this milestone, we not only 
ural sanctuary and a human haven has been remember the past but also consider 1 In-
realized at Point Reyes National Seashore. future of this special place. Point Reyes is a 
What was once a dream, a batch of maps national experiment in not only successfully 
and legal documents is now a landscape of maintaining natural systems, but also serv-
forest and beaches - from a patch of land ing as a refuge for the recreational and spiri-
donated by Margaret McCIure to the 71,000 tual needs of humans. Through understand-

"Vi'e strongly believe it is in the national interest 
to capitalize on the few remaining clear opportu­
nities to save our vanishing shoreline for public 
recreational use, particularly th tew still 
unspoiled and outstanding shoreline areas near 
large concentrations of population... It seems to 
us... that Point Reyes Peninsula presents such a 
clear opportunity... " 

acres protected 
today. It is a time 
to be thankful, to 
remember the tire­
less work of 
Congressman 
Miller and Senator 
Peter Behr to rally 
the community 
and the countless 
volunteers in the 
Point Reyes 
National Seashore 
Foundation, Save 
Our Seashore and 
other organizations that helped move cru­
cial legislation forward. This vision has been 
pieced together from the 1930s and contin­
ues to be a work in progress as additional 
lands join the park in 2002. 

Clem Miller and Clair Engle, Joint statem 
introducing Point Rexes Sational Seashore 

bills to the 8?!)l Congress. January, 1961. 

ing extraordinary 
places like Point 
Reyes comes 
insight into mak­
ing decisions far 
its future. 
Let us hope that 
our actions and 
decisions contin­
ue to preserve 
wilderness in the 
human heart. 
From protecting 
snowy plovers 
and restoring the 

lighthouse to our choices of energy conser­
vation, we are ensuring Point Reyes' contin­
ued success. We are not owners of this land 
but rather holders of it; it is a living trust for 
the future to cherish. 

Point Reyes National Seashore 

V^itor Cjuide 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 



For more park information, visit our website: 
www. nps.gov/pore 

Bear Valley Visitor Center 

Stop at the primary visitor center for an orientation to roads, trails and activities and see an inspiring slide 
show upon request. Exhibits introduce the plants, animals and people of the area. Free park maps and 
beach fire permits are available at the main desk. Permits for backcountry and boat-in camping are issued 
at the camping desk, where you may make reservations up to three months in advance. 

Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm 
Weekends and holidays, 8 am to 5 pm 

Ken Patrick Visitor Center 

Drive approximately 35 minutes from Bear Valley to Ken Patrick Visitor Center and beautiful Drakes Beach. 
Enjoy exhibits on 16th century maritime exploration, marine fossils and marine environments. You can find 
refreshments next door at Drakes Beach Cafe. 

Hours: Weekends and holidays, 10 am to 5 pm 

Lighthouse Visitor Center 
Drive 45 minutes from Bear Valley to the lighthouse parking area. Walk ' 4 mile up a moderately steep hill 
to the Lighthouse Visitor Center. See exhibits on whales, wildflowers, birds and maritime history. Some 
handicapped parking is available within '/s mile of the visitor center. An ob^cTvationideckjQM|j^Qjj|(|Jjy£aww 

lighthouse. When the stairs are open, you may walk down the 308 steep steps to the lighthouse. The stairs 
may be closed at times, due to weather or for restoration efforts. 

Hours: Visitor Center: Thursday through Monday, 10 am - 4:30 pm 
Stairs: Thursday through Monday, 10 am - 4:30 pm, Weather Permitting 
Lens Room: Thursday through Monday, 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm. Weather Permitting 

Illustrations/Photography 

Join us as w e experience the natural wor ld through workshops 
in natural history, photography, environmental education and 
the arts. Classes are taught by recognized professionals. 

For more information or to receive a brochure, call 415-663-1200, or visit 
Mfww.ptreyes.org 

Robert Campbell 
Bruce Farnsworth 
Lisa Halton 

Tom Parsons 
Susan Van Der Wal 
Ed Willy 

DRAWING NATURE UP-CLOSE 
Dr. Charles Stasek 
September 14-15, 9 am Sat - 4 pm Sun 
$150 ($140 members) 
During this full weekend class, you will learn 
to render pencil drawings of flowers, leaves, 
seashells, seedpods and other gifts of 
nature Accommodations included at the 
Clem Miller Environmental Education 
Center. 

HALLOWEEN HOWL—ANIMAL STORIES 
OF OLD 
Ane Carla Rovetta 
Friday, October 25, 7-9 pm 
$13 ($12 members) 
Children 11 and under $11 ($10 members) 
Join us on this hallowed night for the magi­
cal, ancient tradition of storytelling. 

[ laces to Learn 

The Point Reyes National Seashore Association, 
in cooperation with the National Park Service, 
publishes this guide three times a year. 

/Acknowledgements I ield Seminars 

BIRDING JOURNEY TO THE ESTEROS 
David Wimpfheimer 
Sunday, October 27 9 am - 4 pm 
$44 ($39 members) 
While enjoying an 8-mile hike and learning 
about bird identification and behavior, v. 
be on the lookout for 1 ulus 
wintering raptors, 
and landbirds. 

NATURAL HISTORY IN A NUTSHELL 
Joe Mueller 
September 28-29, 9 am Sal 4 pm Sun 
$115 ($107 members) 
Come spend an exciting weekend increasing 
your knowledge of the natural world of 
plants and animals of Point Reyes and your 
own backyard. Accommodations included at 
the Environmental Education Cent 
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Bear Valley and L imantour Beach 

In the Bear Valley area you can meander through towering Douglas firs along the Bear Valley Trail, learn 
about the San Andreas Fault on the Earthquake I rail, visit the Morgan Horse Ranch or walk up to Kulc 
Loklo, a replica early Coast Miwok village. Just 20 minutes from Bear Valley, Limantour Beach is ideal for 
beach combing, walking and relaxing along the shore of Drakes Bay. Dress in layers it may be foggy and 
windy on the coast. 

The Headlands of Point Reyes 

(California Indian flails 
Kule Loklo 
This Coast Miwok cultural 
exhibit provides a glimpse of 
California before European 
contact. The replica village is 
an easy half mile walk from the 
Bear Valley Visitor Center. 
Learn about the Coast Miwok 
culture as you walk along the 
trail. Open daily, sunrise to 
sunset. 

Earthquake Trail 
Starting from the Bear Valley 
Visitor (enter Picnic area, this 
short loop trail highlights the 
San Andreas Fault. It features 
exhibits about tin-1906 San 
Francisco earthquake and geol 
ogy. Ihi MUI is wheel­
chair-accessible. Open daily, 
sunrise to sunset. 

Morgan Horse Ranch 
This is a working ranch in Bear 
Valley for Morgan horses used 
at Point Reyes National 
Seashore for backcountry 
patrol. The Morgan horse is 
the first American breed of 
horse. Self-guided exhibits, 
corrals and demonstrations are 
a part of the ranch. Open daily, 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Pierce Ranch 
Established in 1858, the 

red Pierce Ranch was one 
of the oldest and must success­
ful dairy ranches ol its time on 
the Point Reyes Peninsula. A 
sell guided trail directs visitors 
through the historic complex. 
Open daily, sunrise to sunset. 

[ l aces \o 1 xplore 

Tomales Point 

Approximately 40 minutes from Bear Valley, wildlife, waves and Marin's rich farming and ranching history 
await you. Visit the Tule Elk Reserve, the Historic Pierce Point Ranch and McCIure's Beach. View Tomales 
Bay, the Pacific Ocean, and herds of tule elk as you hike the 5-mile (one way) Tomales Point Trail. The 
Pierce Point Ranch invites you to step back in time and imagine working on an early dairy ranch renowned 
in neighboring San Francisco for its quality milk, butter and cheese. McCIure's beach is a steep hut short 
one-mite round trip walk that will bring you to the rocky cliffs and sandy beaches along tin I' Icean. 

The Headlands are approximately a 45-minute drive from Bear Valley. The Point Reyes Lighthouse, 
(diimney Rock, and miles of beaches all offer experiences in nature and in human history. Climb down the 
308 stairs to the Lighthouse, walk along the Chimney Rock [rail on the eastern end ol the headlands or 
spend some time at Drakes Beach along the calm protected waters of Drakes Bay. If the thundering surf 
lures you to the ocean, head to North Beach or South Beach, but be watchful of the waves. 

To learn more about opportunities that await you, ask our visitor center staff to help you. 

Outdoor p xhibits 

The Miwok Archaeological Preserve of Marin (MAPOM) offers 
courses designed to give participants a concentrated look at 
aspects of California Indian culture. Courses are for adults. 

Classes are from 10 a,m, to 4 p.m. Prices range from $55 to Sno 
for one and two-day sessions. California Indians are encouraged 
to inquire about reduced rates. Park visitors are invited to 
observe classes. ^ O 
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MAPOM 
2255 Las Gallinas,:. 
San Rafael, CA 94903 JT\^^ 

2002 Fall Classes: 

Brain Tanned Buckskin 

TWined Porno Gathering 
Basket 

Util itarian Uses of the Deei 
Using Rawhide 
\ 

mapom@aol.com 
Sylvia Thalman, 415-479-3281 

Cordage: String and Rope 
f rom Plant Fibers 

Coiled luaneno (Mission) 
Medallion 

Miniature Coiled Tule Basket 

mailto:mapom@aol.com


[ganger-led firograms 
Take a closer look at Point Reyes National Seashore. There are opportunities for additional ranger talks 
and short hikes. Check information boards in Visitor Centers for times and locations. 

At Bear Valley 

ON SHAKY GROUND 

2 pm Saturdays 

Walk where the earth's crust separated 
and moved 16 feet in 1906! Meet a park 
ranger at the start of the Earthquake Trail 
for this easy 1/2 mile walk. One hour. 

KULE LOKLO WALK 

2 pm Sundays 

Discover the history and culture of Point 
Reyes first people. This leisurely one mile 
roundtrip walk to the recreated Coast 
Miwok village introduces the Coast 
Miwok Culture. Meet at Bear Valley 
Visitor Center. One hour. 

Stewardship Activities 

HABITAT RESTORAI ION 
WORKDAYS 

9 am - 2:30 pm. 
Two Sundays each month 

For current information, including work dates, 
what in bring and wear, and where to meet, or 
to schedule a group, call 415-464-5211. 

Help protect native ecosystems by remov­
ing invasive non-native plants. Work with 
other enthusiastic and energetic volun­
teers using simple tools to do physical 
work. Individual drop-in volunteers are 
welcome. Parties of five or more should 
make advance arrangements. Special 
group workdays are available. Five hours. 

KULE LOKLO WORKDAYS 

10 am Second Saturday of each month. 
6 Hours. 

Help maintain a recreated 
village that offers a glimpse 
of life in pre-European 
California. Meet at Kule 
Loklo. Wear work clothes 
and boots. Bring gloves, 
hag lunch and drinking 
water. Rain cancels workday. 
I or more information, call (415) 464-5131. 

A LOOK INTO THE 
LENS 

2:30-4 pm Thursday 
through Monday 

See inside the Point Reyes 
Lighthouse and discover its history with a 
park ranger. Access requires a strenuous 
walk down and then back up 308 steps. 
The stairs may be closed for repair in late 
September and early October. Please 
check at visitor centers. 

Programs are cancelled when weather 
and winds are hazardous. 

ILLUMINATING 
THE POINT REYES LIGHT 

First and third Saturday evMiy month 

Experience the Point Reyes Lighthouse 
as many keepers have over the years. 
Space is limited on this popular program. 
1 rroup size is limited to 8. One hour. 
Call (415) 669-1534 after 10 a.m. on the 
day of the tour for times and reservations. 

Wear very warm clothes. Bring a flash­
light. High winds cancel program. 

Special Events to Celebrate Point Reyes' 40 t h Anniversary 

BUTTER MAKING AT POINT REYES 

Saturday, September 7,11 am - 2 pm 
Bear Valley Visitor Center 
Join a ranger at the visitor center making 
butter the old fashioned way. 

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM 

Sunday, September 8,1 pm - 2 pm 
Bear Valley Visitor Center 
This ranger-guided program helps children 
ages 6-12 years earn a Junior Ranger Badge. 
Parents welcome. 

ANNIVERSARY ART SHOW RECEPTION 

Friday, September 13,4 pm - 6 pm 
Red Barn Conference Room 
Celebrate Point Reyes' 4o lh anniversary 
through art and photography. 

T H E BIRTH OF POINT REYES 

Saturday, September 14,1 pm - 2 pm 
Bear Valley Visitor Center 
Discover the facmating history of how this 
National Seashore came to be. 

OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, September 15,2 pm - 3 pm 
Historic Lifeboat Station 
Tour the historic lifeboat station and hear 
stories about the awe-inspiring history of 
the US Lifesaving Service. 

CULTURAL DEMONSTRATIONS 

Saturday, September 21,1 pm - 4 pm 
Kule Loklo Village 
Cultural demonstrators at Kule Loklo, a 
recreated Coast Miwok village. 

DISCOVER TULE ELK 

Sunday, September 22,12 noon - 3 pm 
Tomales Point, Tule Elk Reserve 
Learn about tule elk and the decisions 
made to protect this growing herd. 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 

Saturday, September 28, 2:30 pm - 4 pm 
Red Barn Conference Room 
foil) us for a community forum featuring 
a panel discussion among leaders instru­
mental in the establishment of the park. 

RETURN OF THE C O HO SALMON 

Sunday, September 29, / pm - 2 pm 
Bear Valley Visitor Center 
Discover the parks efforts in helping 
restore salmon to their native habitat. 

At The Lighthouse 

4 



Outdoor (Recreation 
Be Safe at the Beach 

Beaches can be fun but they can also be dangerous. 

• Be aware of changing tides. High and low tides are posted at vis­
itor centers. 

No lifeguards are stationed at any beaches. 

Severe rip currents along North and South beaches can sweep 
waders and swimmers away. Stay on dry sand. 

Watch the surf. Large sneaker/sleeper waves can surprise you 
and knock you down. 

The ocean is cold - only 55 degrees fahrenheit! Hypothermia can 
set in quickly. 

Wear shoes. Blown sand can hide hot coals if beach fires have 
not been put out properly. 

Your Dog at Point Reyes Beach Fire Permits 

To protect wildlife, dogs may only visit designated beaches at Point 
Reyes National Seashore. Dogs may chase and injure wild animals 
and transmit diseases. Scent left by dogs disrupts behavior of native 
animals. Marine mammals and snowy plovers are especially at risk 
from dogs. Protect wildlife; please follow regulations. 

• Keep your dog on a leash less than six feet long at all times. 

• Keep dogs off hiking trails. All park trails are ciosed to pets. 

• Dogs may walk on some trails in Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. 

• You may take your dog to Limantour Beach, Kehoe Beach , 
North Beach, and South Beach. Observe seasonal closures. 

• You may walk your dog in parking lots and you may take your 
dog to Bear Valley Picnic Area. 

• Stop by a visitor center for details about areas open to dogs. 

Hike Safely 

Point Reyes has over 140 miles of hiking trails. For your safety, 
please follow these guidelines: 

• Stay on trails. Help prevent erosion and minimize your contact 
with poison oak, stinging nettles and ticks. 

• Ticks may carry Lyme disease. Check your body after hiking. 
Wear light colored, long pants to help see ticks. Tuck your pant 
legs in your socks. 

• Poison oak's three smooth, shiny leaflets are bright green or red­
dish. Wash skin and clothing that may have come in contact wi th 
poison oak with cold water and a grease-cutting soap. 

• The tall stinging nettle's needle-like hairs create a burning sensa­
tion for up to 24 hours. Long sleeves and long pants help you 
avoid contact. 

• Stay away from cliffs. Loose soil and rock can collapse suddenly. 
Do not climb cliff walls. 

• Wear layered clothing. Be prepared for changing weather. 

• Carry water and food. Dehydration causes exhaustion, fatigue 
and headaches. 

• Do not drink from streams; the protozoan Giardia lamblia can 
cause severe intestinal illness. 

• When you meet a horse on the trail, step to the downhill side 
and greet the rider so the horse knows you are there. Never 
touch the horse. 

Reserving Backcountry Campsites 

There are four hike-in wilderness campgrounds and several boat-in 
camping areas. Permits are required for all overnight camping and 
a fee is charged. Phone reservations may be made up to three 
months in advance, 415-663-8054, between 9 a.m. and2 p.m. week­
days, or in person anytime at Bear Valley Visitor Center. Permits 
mmt be picked up at the Bear Valley Visitor Center before starting a 
trip. Camping outside designated campsites or without a permit is 
illegal. Stop by a visitor center for car camping suggestions outside 
the park. 

Campgrounds have pit toilets, water, picnic tables, charcoal 
grills and food storage lockers. 

Store food securely in storage lockers to protect from animals. 
Wash dishes away from water spigots. Do not feed wildlife. 

Wood fires are not permitted at the campsites. Use charcoal in 
the grills or a backpacking stove. 

Stay within your designated site. Quiet time is after sunset. 
Please respect your neighbors' wilderness experience. 

The west side of Hog Island is open to day use only. No 
overnight camping is permitted. 

Bike on Designated Trails 

Over 35 miles of trails with the Seashore and over to miles m the 
adjacent Golden Gate National Recreation Area are open to 
bicycles, 'stop by a visitor center to pick up a free map of these tma 
Remember safety, courtesy and respect for the park and for other 
people while on the trail. 

• Bicycles are not permitted off-trail or in designated wilderness 
areas, nor may they be walked or carried on pedestrian trails. 

• Ride no faster than 15 miles per hour and slow down on blind 
curves. 

• Yield to both hikers and horses, 

• The Earthquake Trail, the Woodpecker Trail and Kute Loklo are 
closed to bicycles. 

You may have beach fires with a permit at Point Reyes National 
Seashore. Free permits are available at visitor centers. You must fol­
low regulations described on the permit. On high fire days, all per­
mits are null and void. Call 415-464-3100 for current fire conditions. 

• Wood fires are allowed only on beaches, away from vegetation 
and on the sand. 

* Charcoal fires are permitted at Bear Valley and Drakes Beach 
picnic areas, at the campgrounds in the grills provided, and in 
your own grill on beaches well away from vegetation. Pack out 
used charcoal. 

* Extinguish fires wi th water. Never bury coals in the sand. 

• No fireworks are allowed within the boundaries of Point Reyes 
National Seashore. 
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W^at if... 
What if in 1962 the demand for development was greater than the demand for preservation? What if the 

legislation that established Point Reyes National Seashore was never signed? How different would 
Point Reyes be today? To understand the "what if," we have to step back in time. 

In 1889, landowner 
James McMillan 
Shafter envisioned a 
"Los Angeles-type 
paradise" and offered 

11,000 acres of what is today the Limantour 
Beach area. San Franciscans' interest was 
not piqued at the time, most likely due to a 
worldwide depression. However, 60 years 
later, fortunes and interests had changed. 
Developers purchased 1,000 acres at 
Limantour Beach in 1956, planning a large 
subdivision. Half-acre lots were offered for 
$4,250. On October 25, i960, Marin County 
supervisors approved Drakes Beach 
Estates, a subdivision on Limantour Spit. 
Roads were built, sewer lines were laid, and 
other utilities were brought into the area. 
Once the infrastructure was complete, 
work on the houses began. 

Meanwhile, a different kind of develop­
ment was occurring elsewhere on the 
peninsula. In an effort to raise revenues, 
Marin County had taxed standing timber 
in the 1950's. As a result, many landowners 
had sold their timber rights to the Sweet 
Lumber Company. By 1958, logging had 
begun on the east side of Inverness Ridge. 
Nine miles of logging roads were cleared 
and a sawmill was operating at Five Brooks. 

Such rapid development within the 1935 
proposed boundary of Point Reyes 
National Seashore led to the organization 
of the Point Reyes National Seashore 
Foundation in July 1959. Together with 
Representative Clem Miller, it rallied sup­
port in Congress for the establishment of 
the Seashore. On September 13,1962, 
President John F. Kennedy signed the legis­
lation creating Point Reyes National 
Seashore. 

The efforts of people involved in founding 
the park helped to avert the large-scale 
development plans. Even so, by the time 
the government could purchase Drakes 

Beach Estates property in September 1963, 
18 houses already stood in the subdivision. 

the Bolema Club area that would offer 500 
campsites. Approximately 25 miles of new 

road would be developed to 
access park areas. Out at the 
headlands, the fishing piers 
could be developed to offer 
deep-sea charter boat rentals, 
restaurant, boat landing, docks, 
and the lifeboat station. 

Originally, the National Park Service 
planned to develop visitor facilities 
throughout the park. The 1961 Land Use 
Survey proposed a national seashore 

"...capable of sustaining as a major objec­
tive a varied public recreation program less 
restrictive than would be suitable in a 
national park." It was believed that "...pub­
lic use opportunities could exert more 
recreation 'pulling' force than is usually 
expected at a national park where the 
recreation is generally of a more passive or 
contemplative nature" 

The plans suggested Drakes Bay and 
Tomales Bay for beach develop­
ments. These developments would 
be run by concessioners and would 
include food services, bath houses, 
shelters, comfort stations, picnic 
facilities, potable water, and parking 
lots. Overnight accommodations 
would consist of three camp­
grounds, one on Inverness Ridge, 
one at Drakes Estero, and another in 

Not until the 1970s was govern­
ment money allocated to buy 
most of the park land. By then, 
views of how we should use the 
land had 1 hanged dramatically, 

and our desire tor open space began to 
outweigh our desire to develop the land. 
The National Park Service focus shifted 
from less restrictive recreation to a greater 
emphasis on preservation. Today, we find 
Point Reyes National Seashore is an 
untrammeled place for activities that are 
indeed more passive and contemplative. 

Imagine Point Reyes as either the develop­
ers or the National Park Service had origi­

nally planned. Imagine housing tracts 
with narrow beaches, fishing piers, 

campgrounds, pavement, restau­
rants, stores, and maybe even a 

highway going through. 
Instead, we can enjoy an 

open space, where tule elk 
wander the hills among 

abundant wildflow-
£L» ers, where harbor 

seals and elephant 
seals pup on the beaches, and where a 
piece of our past is still wrapped up in the 
ranches. 

Hindsight often reveals how a different 
decision could have led to a better out­
come. In this case, hindsight reveals how 
proper decisions have left a wonderful 
legacy for future generations. 


