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Resources in the Proposed Boundary Addition
and Adjacent Areas

« Twenty-three special-status plants, including two federally-listed, six state-listed, and 14
federally-proposed species are found in the study area.

% Over 60 special-status animal species, including birds, mammals, reptiles, amphib-
ians, invertebrates, and fish are known to occur or have the potential to occur in
the study area.

+ Forty-five species of fish, including many commercial species, inhabit Esteros Americano
and de San Antonio.

+ Over 70 species of marsh and water birds, plus more than 60 species of terrestrial birds,
have been observed in Esteros Americano and de San Antonio.

% Nearly 50,000 shorebirds and waterfowl winter in the rich habitat within the Tomales
Bay/Bodega Bay watersheds. Little other suitable habitat is available to them between
San Francisco Bay and Humboldt Bay.

« Over 30 Native American (Coast Miwok) archeological sites exist in the 3,000 acres
which have thus far been surveyed in a total study area of 38,000 acres.

+ Historically significant dairy and beef operations have been in continuous operation
in the area since the mid-1800s.

 In 1993, growers harvested 18% of California’s commercial oyster crop in Tomales Bay.

% In 1994, fishermen landed 98% of the California Pacific herring run in the Department
of Fish and Game’s San Francisco district, which includes Tomales Bay.

The Estero Americano forms the Marin and Sonoma county borders




This proposal is a
model for preservation
of open space, resource

protection, cultural

landscape protection,
recreational use, and
sustainability of an
economic way-of-life.

Scenic Highway 1 north of Marshall

The potential for urbanization of west Marin County prompted county government and
locally concerned citizens to ask the National Park Service (NPS) and Congresswoman Lynn
Woolsey, Sixth District, to study an expansion of Point Reyes National Seashore. The proposed
expansion area is located in Marin and Sonoma counties, California. It includes a large compo-
nent of the Tomales Bay/Bodega Bay watershed and is adjacent to Point Reyes National
Seashore (PRNS) and Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA).

Expansion legislation was introduced during the103rd Congress in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives (H.R. 3079) and the U.S. Senate (S. 1455). Both bills propose to

®,

% preserve productive long-term agriculture and mariculture in the region

*,

o

» furnish watershed and environmental protection of Tomales Bay and Bodega Bay

o

» maintain the relatively undeveloped nature of the land surrounding Tomales Bay and
Bodega Bay by providing guarantees for non-development

o

» protect the pastoral nature of the land adjacent to Point Reyes National Seashore
and Golden Gate National Recreation Area

The National Park Service has authorization from Congress [16USC 1a-7(b)(4)] to review mod-
ifications of external boundaries to adjacent lands which might be related to park purposes
Thus, at a House subcommittee hearing on the proposed expansion legislation on July 14,1994,
NPS Deputy Director John J. Reynolds announced a comprehensive boundary study of 38,000
acres along the eastern side of Tomales and Bodega bays.

Using NPS criteria, the overall evaluation found the proposed boundary addition can be rec-
ommended for addition to Point Reyes National Seashore and protection of Golden Gate
National Recreation Area.

Recognizing the federal governments financial limitations, the study determined that purchase
of conservation easements for most of the proposed boundary addition lands is the protection
method which will best preserve an economic lifestyle and conserve an exceptional diversity of
ecological resources. The purchase price of conservation easements is estimated to be 40% of
the full-fee purchase price. Both the NPS and a public trust organization in a public/private

partnership would acquire easements and conduct monitoring activities.

Operating and management costs for the proposed boundary addition are considered mini-
mal with staffing required for law enforcement, trail maintenance, and easement monitoring.

The proposed boundary addition would have a positive impact on natural, scenic, and cultural
resource protection. Recreational opportunities would also be impacted positively. The regional
economy would be both positively and negatively impacted.

This proposal is a model for sustainability of an economic way-of-life, open space preserva-
tion, natural resource and cultural landscape protection, and recreational use. It has broad-
based support from a diverse group of constituents, including ranchers, residents, local mer-
chants, conservationists, and willing land owners who would be most directly affected.
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Background

The potential for urbanization of west Marin County
prompted county government and locally concerned citizens
to ask the National Park Service (NPS) and Congresswoman
Lynn Woolsey, Sixth District, to study an expansion of Point
Reyes National Seashore. The proposed boundary addition
area is located in Marin and Sonoma counties. It includes a
large component of the Tomales/Bodega Bay watersheds and
is adjacent to Point Reyes National Seashore (PRNS), Gold-
en Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA), and the Gulf
of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary (GFNMS).

Legislation was introduced during the103rd Congress in the
U.S. House of Representatives (H.R. 3079) (Appendix B)
and the U.S. Senate (S. 1455) to expand the boundaries of
PRNS. Both bills propose to

% preserve productive long-term agriculture and maricul-
ture in the region

% furnish watershed and environmental protection of
Tomales Bay and Bodega Bay

% maintain the relatively undeveloped nature of the land
surrounding Tomales Bay and Bodega Bay by providing
guarantees for nondevelopment

% protect the pastoral nature of the land adjacent to Point
Reyes National Seashore and Golden Gate National
Recreation Area

The General Management Plan (NPS 1980) for Point Reyes
National Seashore did not discuss or analyze boundary adjust-
ments. Since then, however, NPS management has recognized
the need for a comprehensive inventory. In 1994, Deputy
Director John J. Reynolds authorized a study of 38,000 acres
along the eastern side of Tomales and Bodega bays.

Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) is a nonprofit, mem-
ber-supported organization created by a coalition of local
ranchers to preserve Marin County agricultural land. Within
the study area, MALT has already acquired conservation
easements on 10,800 acres, about 30% of the total acreage.

A conservation easement is a legal agreement made by prop-
erty owners to restrict the type and amount of development
that can take place on their property. When conservation
easements are used in conjunction with preserving agricul-
ture, they are referred to as agricultural conservation ease-
ments (See Appendix D for sample conservation easement).
MALT’s previous acquisition of some development rights in
the proposed boundary adjustment area provides a partner-
ship opportunity for the National Park Service.

Although Tomales and Bodega bays, as well as Esteros Amer-
icano and de San Antonio are protected by the Gulf of the
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, the sanctuary only
has jurisdiction over the water column and not the sur-
rounding lands. Degradation of lands along the east side of
Tomales and Bodega bays would have significant impacts on
natural resources within the sanctuary.

Looking west fowards Tomales Point and the
mouth of Tomales Bay




Boundary Study Guidelines

Sections 1216 and 1217 of Public Law 101-628 outline the statutory content of NPS boundary studies. Guidelines for
meeting these requirements are outlined in the NPS Ciriteria For Boundary Adjustments, Supplement to Planning Process

Guideline, NPS-2, (NPS 1991).

In addition to evaluating an area's potential value to the existing park unit, discussed here under Issues, the NPS is also
required to

+ assess the impact of potential boundary adjustments on local communities and surrounding areas

+ consult with affected agencies of state and local governments, surrounding communities, landowners, and private, national,
regional, and local organizations

+ provide a cost estimate for acquiring each tract

+ indicate the priority for each tract's acquisition relative to other lands in the adjacent established unit and the NPS







