
SPEED SCll!NTlflC SCHOOL 
JAMES BRECKINRIDGE SPEED FOUNDATION 
DEPARTMENT OP ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Natiomal Parks ana National Moauments 
Department of the Iaterior 
WashingtoR, D. C. 

Re: The California Zephyrs 

Gentlemen: 
We are Aerewith enclosi:mei; eopy of a letter •vhicR we sent 

to the Interstat~ Oommere8 Commissian, our Kentucky Senators, the Homorable 
John Sherman Cooper, a.Jtd tae Honorable Thruston Ballard Morto•, also to 
Mrs. Jolulson•s Beautification Commission (preservatioa of America's beauty) 
our aewspapers, Tb.e Louisvill~ Courier Jour•al anti Times, regarding the 
above topic. 

Also eaclosed is a type-written copy of an. article Which 
appeared. i:n TIME magazine, under "National Asset", February 24, 1967 (page 
84, Railroa•SJ";-on the same subjecjso 

We would. urge that immeeiiate steps be taken to cieclare the 
9alifornia Zeph\yr a 5ational asset, __!1lfational Monumemtn, .an.ti that mec
essary subsidies be gra.Rted to ila.sure contimuaace of tfiis line for all 
timeo 

Quoting from Booklet "Glimpses of our Nattonal. Parka" 
(Unitea States P~tbil)Offioe, WashiJaiton, D. C.) page l -

Secretary Work aefiD.ed th9 natiomal park sy-stem in tbe follo'Wia, woras: 

"Our existi.lilg national park system is unequaled for 
gra.1uieur. Ad.Giitional areas wh.en chosen should iia every re
spect meauure up jo i;ae dignity-, presti.le, aad studs.rd o:f 
those alreacQ- establishea. ProposeQ park projects should 
contain scenery of aistillctive quality or some matural 
features so extraorain.ary or ulli'lue as to be of mational 
interest in Ameriea. 

We feel that the Zephyr trip is llni.11eatly qualifiea to 
be ineluQ.ed in the category of "Natio:aa.l Parks and Monuments", anti 
·t;o be in some manner subsiEiized to guarptoe UR.in.terruptea service 
on this line. 

ilome Ad.dress: 
812 Peremnial Drive 
Louisvills, Kentucky 40 217 

- - - - .... : ._ 
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Monuments 

SAVE '!!trn: ZEPillYRS FOR ALL TIME! 
00111 T SELL OUR AMR.ltICAN II.ERITAGE SHORT 

Gentlemen: 
We were delighted.to l ear» £rom th~ LouisVille Courier- Journal. (AP 

Washington dispateh) Wedl\esday, February 15, 1967, that the Interstate Commerce 
Commission is orderi»g the Western Pacific RailroaQ to cronti~ue operatin~ the 
"California Zaphyr11 between. Salt Lake City anc.i. San Fra.n.eiseo. :However, we note 
that this may be onli 1a "reprieve" ·in tA~t ~ one ' year time limit is mentioneQ. 

Ameriealls ahoul« rise up ill armsspeaeefuliy to dstnaJld tha.t tme Zepnyrs 
be continue,d ill perpetuity. lif :aecA>ssary, this li•e from Denver tc1 Su Frueisco 
(and the Western Paeific from San Francisco to 1Los ~ll&eles) should ~e declared a 
11.!iational .Monument11 ~<Ii be subsidized by federal. 1 ri:rants. Our American see:aery is 
a herit~e ~~icn we have r.eeeivea from the paat, as.4 whieh imposes o~ us an obli
gation that future geaeratiom.a be able to ea.joy it als0. Railroafll.s were subsidize9. 
in tlileir •~velopmental stage; now som~ lines may need. to be uAasrwritte• for the 
benefit of future eenor.a:tions. 

Yearly tl'X>usan<l.s of Americus jouraey to Europe to sae the majestie 
fiords of Norway, the. \ll.'\broken ever&veen forests of Sweden, tbe D19.1rdfice~t scenery 
alo6' the Rai-,e, the .superb Alps ia tkeir snow-ela4 g~anQettr alo•g Lake Geaeva, t~e 
austere beaaty of. Auat:u.ia. Ameri0ans travel all that <iistaace to see seenery which 

is encompassed i n the for.ty ei~ht hour journey from Los· A~ieles (along the Pacific 
CQast on the Western Pacifie) to San Franeisco, contimuing on the Zephyrs from San 
.Fracieco to Sa,lt Lake Oity, and. on to Denver. See~ n'o~le elk silhouetted ~aiJlst, 
tke snow-elad Rookies at a distance of only t weAty feet from the train wiadow, 
traversing !feather River Camyo:n and the ,Colora.do fianyoB. Tfitb. its toweriJli walls 
ecliill' th~ railroad. on ei th,r ~ids, are Ull.f or~ertta?~• •Xl?erienee ~· 

I I • r 

Havi na been privileie~ to experience·' both th~ European trip aa<d w.um-
. I 

erous trips to California on the Zeptcy;rs, we' speak from experience. The composite 
sce•e:r?Y of Europe is capsuled irt the one incomparable forty-ei"ht hour journey f rom 
Los Angel es, via San Francisco, to Denvero 

Ameriea is attemptiJa& to solve the worl 41 s problems olsewnere, while •Ye 
are i n da~er of losip.g 01U' ... own eul:tfural horitace at home. Beauty is a a~eessity 
for a civilized existence. , Do:m.1 t sell our Ameriean aeritage short& 

. . \ 

Urge our Congr.ess, if n~ed. be, to broaden tns ·seopo o-f ".rfational Monu
me~t " i~terpretatio~ t o include subsiclies to the railroad to continue operation 
of the· Zephyrs for ~ ~' an« all future &eneratio:as. A trip om thl!t Zephyrs 
is a soul-renewing ex.pcariemce ltl. ich vre owe to all posterity. 

We feel very stron&).y about this ma.tt.er · an<i ·""WOulcl urge 7our support 
iia the eause. Oiae year is :not a J:oag time to aecomplisil 'the task on a aatiomal 
scale that pay be aeeded to make eo•t~uanoe of the Zephyrs a permaaeat aeeisibn. 

Silil~rely yours, 
/) ,;. ... -1·: ) ; ... ~-';f'- ·- ~z: \L_..., . ' (.. .. . (~ ....... ~.... I/ /-· 

Claudine Meyer Fife (Mrs. Samuel T., Fife) 
Samuel T. Fife . . 

Professor of Electrical E~~lll.eering 

Home addr~ss: 
Spee~ Scientific School 
University of Louisville, Louisvil le, Kro 

812 PArennial Drive 
Louisville, Kentucky 4021? 

the letter in Readers' Opi"Fri.oR Column 
The Couisville TL~~s published P . S. Fri day , February 24, 1967. 
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Ye 11~.J.~ ~ta.~ uo tlle o~~"Y ~ ~ t.t~ ~ 
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-( Sg{C) Raymond L. Freeman. 
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Congx' c~::s!~'.ai1 Jerry l?ettis 

I 
I 

I 
De Gr i.:i., ".~ e: t ·:·i c:· • 

~:. ·.·, 

Ap)la Valley , Californi a 92307 

Dccoi:tb c r 22 , J. 967 

. T . , "· 
I // h::.v e b een v.10I·ki nc on c~ ;:ro j se t to s ~:vc tho ::.o s t sceni c 

·02.s sm~n:c:r t1"8.i n i n _..\.m01"'ico. . The 1 ... )a::;s Em:!?:er tro.i n is t J.1-e Ca.1 i f -- ,_ _. 

II 
or:cri n '7c~)~1-n' r1l::icll n1n~; f r o:n Chic~. ·_ o to Oakle.nd c.1:c1 So.n i?ro.nc--- :/·' ·- --,\ - ' 
i sco . ·; '.i:lle z.c~~)llyr· 1"'11.J:.D o.c:cos:.~ ·i;hc ~Jl"'8.iri 0 s t o Denv-:.~r . 'l'hon o-\rG:C 

.• . i" ... -_")I ""' ,_.: r.C"' .J_ ., --·01.,,.··1 ('] " '" "\t ""OG ., ··t,"l .. 1-ro·1 ,.,.. r} '"'l Li rt 1 - ...., . Gr~c .J.'..q\J_. .!. -..:._. vil.L . ....,~- ; -'-"1 , .1 1Ct vv.1 .:, l ._;,TI~ '-" o::.~~ \.ilO vO Ol'C.C·.O _l l V ·) Y.' = 

Then ::;.il10 D::.:..::c s 2. cl.c.sh tllroush 32.lt I:2~·: e City and ov e r t!1c 

E,r cc.t sc.l t flats of' Uto..11 ar:d t!n"ouc:;}1 11 cv 8.do.. cl. cr~crc s . '.rhon on 

t ~e l ast l eg of t ho she l"'l.UlS 

Ca nyon j.n fiorthorn C ~:.lilornio. . 

r,1;10 Til1 ·rJ i ·r1.r:·" o'1 -:; ; 0 
J.. - ·-· -·-- 0 lJ L- ' •.t - aDd '!icst c~:;:n ~'o.ci;ic r 8.:.U.r-oa.ds 

Hhi ch 1'1.~1L t he C2.l i fornio. Ze)~1yr have asked the L:;OVGr1r:wnt t o 

dis00~i-~inuc t lle tr:~in . '.!.'he Ze::hyr i.·1 j_l 1 be cJ.:Lscontinv.cc1 so:::e 

t ine in 1963 . 

a !=". c.'1. -_:·-,'R,·t1_· o_n_:~l n,..., ;"\-l,.. OY'I , . ,}'I Q~l o - • - - -:~.-. 1).. ;i .. __ .:;._ .• ..;i . 

enger t rain in · ~~~ri ca . If someone does not c'lo so:~1et:1ing 2.'Jo.,_:t 
s av ins 2..t l ee.s t one l ong h9.'t/.l ~):J.Ssen:::;cr t r:..:.in , there rlill be no 

pas ssnccr t rains a t 211 ~o ridG . 

I need your hal~ l n t aki nz t his pr oject to con3rcs ~ . I 

t o 8.l l tllC' 

11 



L 

Lel y r:;;;,s a v c the Ca:Lii'ornia Zeph~~ 

:'.."' . S . On J:inue>.ry 12 1 1 963 I '.·iill bo tal l: in.~; 2-bout tho Cz:.J.ifo:-cnL:. 

Zc)hyr and Fiy ~)roj c. ct on K.\Vn .AYl.•! l G Valle~' , 2 J.oc <~l l~c.( io s·c:.:i.t:Lon . 
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APPLE VALLEY -- Are pas- road happenings due to his noc-
scnger trains on the way out? · turna l interest. 
They may be as far as s topping Preferring travel by passenger 
for passengers in Victorville is train above all other modes of 
concerned. transportation, he admits that 

Santa Fe Railroad has asked airplane tra.vcl is handy for those 
the interstate Commerce Com - who arc in a hurry. For real cn-
mission for permission to stop its joymcnt, he suggests the Califor-
Chicugo and Los Angeles Chief, _j}i.~~1a run from Chkago to· 
and the Grand Canyon Limited as San Francisco. This is the apex 
of Jan. If this road ' s plan to of scenic railway routes in the 
drop all ire.ins except the Super country. Its loops and horseshoe 
Chief El Capitan, Texas Chief and curves are unbelievable, and its 
San Francisco Chief succcccls scenic panorama is unmatched. 
where will we be passenger train This line was started in 1949 
wise in Victorville? Union Pacific and will be discontinued in 1968'. 
mail trains No. 5 and 6 will be _YQ!!ES~would like to s12c .. Lt 
discontinued in January. 1 ..J-~'!...2.YELQ.l'.J.!lcJ:.o».'.C.U)[JJCnt and~ 

,,..-;;T;;:h-:-;i::-s -,c""u:-:1:i-. ="'1 ""n""'1<.!"'•n"'t'"'o""1-=1::c)a::-:s:-:s:-:e:::n:::g:::e:::r~'- r_H!l_ as a National Park on Wheels 
trains is of concern to young (Qr_ ilie.l>~oni <i.:.0£.~l.c-Unitcd ·st;'tci. 
Chris Skow, a college s tudent Why not'? T !1c government has 
who has studied railroads i n depth done a great job of establishing 
for the past five years. ·He has Na ti on a I Parks th roughout the 
such love of trains he listens to country that are visited by thou· 
them in the night. When he fails sands of people every year who 
to hcanhe fami!Iar tra;n whistles pay for this privilege. Why not 
even if he i s in bed, he gets up. a National Par!< on Wheels? 
He has photos of' overturned box Why not preserve this rail
cars, wrecks, and other rail- way route with its loops and 

··--·· ..._,..____ .. 

.. 

0 

I : ' 1 Tl~m· .... .Ji ll 
horseshoe curves th~t are un
bcl ievable and its· unmatched 
scenic route that starts at Den
ver traverses the Glenwood Can
yon, the Colorado River country, 
the Utah country, the scei:iic Fea
ther Hivdi- canyon, the Nevada 
desert. <1nd so on into San Fran-

cisco. Why not'? 
The people of Africa have de

veloped parks to preset·ve tl;eir 
wonderful animal life. Why should 
not the pcopl e of the United States 
mal<e a great effort to save this 
most scenic of all railway routci 
for posterity? 

ll.10~([)Tn T] ~~-fi!_ lL \J../,_ \Lt u tJ., 

I APPLE VALLEY - - At the m . 
Apple Valley chamber b:roakfas t tJ c1 ~c and must be turned in at 
meeting today Mel Edward: of th J~e c81amber office not later than 
county e · e .. n. ~:i..m 

conom1c development ·CTii.. S -------- . 
commission rcques•ecl a . n 1s . lmw, a coll eee studc1~t st k • new rnterestcd in . ·1 . ' oc of photogr aphs from t i . . . . i a! roadrng, . told of 
a rea on scenic attractions l . ie ~1s .111te1 est m railroads and of /tis 
tori cal sites, traditional s;e~~~ taeb~~~~ ~o have ~he go.ve,rmnent es- . 
events and charucteristic s . .he f~1 for111a Z_g.J211.YUls..aj : 

'i events and act' .ti port ~~101!al Park. · 
< < w1 es to further The r.- y.·1,- . . 

promote Apple Valley ~ . ..!...0.:.!!11Ll!_c11hy.i:Js oncr-
It · atcd bv t'ire .. ·i . -- -·-was re1)orted the s B -;-- - "--:-.! - 0 .. .1_<!_~ !. '?a~ls and was 

na a· ,., an er- · started 111 J!l1J9 It . · ···- ·- -
r .1no -..ounty Coancil of Com- tob- ··.--.: . . : _ _,!~.schcdu !c:d 

mun1ty Services i·s s . ~--=-d1sco11trn11ed Ill Februa1·y ponsormg l!.168 --- -- .-· · - -· - , 
a counl;Ywide aivards program for ~ . -~ 2~a~ give~.-~ vqfo.o(con-
outstanding achievement in ti fidence by tJ10 chamber, anct Leo
hcaith and welfare field A ~e nard Guy , president suggested 
wm be presented in Ja~~~~/ that the secretary write a let- : 

Loo Chase, chairman of tl • tor ~o the pro1)er authority re
Nationa l Orang e Show Queen Co~~ gard1ng this , 
test, ~pplc Valley division, gave 
a dot.ailed report of tl1e . . van ous 
c o mmittee chairmen and an-
nounc ed the awards dinner would 

. be Pcb. 9 at floy Rogers Apple 
Valley Inn at 6:30 p.m. He said 
tab/ c :ea~ing would be arranged 
~.Y pnority to "first reserva - 1 
tions. n 

Entry blanl' s f 

---? . 

' 01· the Queen 
· contC"J.; t iJ1;i, I,, " ' ' '"L'""#'.l .... 1 ,, 
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DE PA RTM ENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 23, 1968 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

" Is there anything the Department of the Interfor can 

do to help save from extinction the most beautiful and re-

warding railroad journey in the United States? 

As you probably lmow, the famous streamline train, 

the California Zephyr, is threatened with being discontin-

ed because one of the three roads that runs it, the Western 

Pacific, wants out apparently to concentrate on freight 

revenues. 

This would rob the American people of a landscape treas-

ure that cOIDing generations would only lamento 

The right-of-way from Denver, through the central Rockies, 

the Utah and Nevada deserts, and the Feather River Canyon in 

California is one of the landscape treasures of the world. The 

California Zephyr is the only means of seeing itg as a whole 0 

Would it be too fantastic to entertain a new concept in 

National Parks to save this treasure for the American people? 

Could the right of way of the California Zephyr from Denver 

to the Feather River Canyon be declared a National Park in a 
----------------"·- ... -·--=---

sort of condominium with the railroads that run the route, 

the Denver & Rio Grande and the Western Pacifici 

This proposal, fantastic as it may seem, is born of a 

sense of desperation shared by thousands who have traveled 

the route that this unique experience, which should be a 



~ 'REP.RO~$EG/\H!'IE N/\TfONAL ARCHIVES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

national heritage, will soon be lost for good. 

I would appreciate hearing from you your reaction to 

this proposal for a new concept in National Parks, that is, 

a railroad right-of-way with the railroad running through 

it to provide a view in passing of one of the world's great 

landscapes. 

This proposal, of course, is made by me as a concerned 

citizen and has no connection whatsoever with the agency for 

which I work. 

Secretary Stewart Lo Udall 
Department · of the Interior 
Washington, D.Co 

Sincerely yours, 

t,~-)~JJL_ 
E st Kroll 
Pu lie Affairs Of icer 
Bt!au of Public ~ffairs 
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b~ -{ sta:·~rtn~~-~---·-~·eemaMt e t.. . 

a Z~h3'?-. ~-i 
1
,..:,... dieeor1 ih-

1\Ct: ng ~---$~~---

Ca.11.tmnu is cue. or. th.a lanJscape ti urea ot the worl.d. 'f 

Calitomia Ze~ i t.he c.mlJ' means t11 seeing it au a 

o\!J.d it be too fe.:i"\'l;SB\.ic to e tert.a:ln 

Could t.he right ot way of the Cal..'ttornia Zepb;yr f 

a Nation!il P in 
-

r.o.i.l.r'oads th&.t ~un the ue, 

t e & P..io G~and.e and the Western Pa.cJ .. t et 
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\'/ashin .. :to1: , ~; . G . 20515 

mis'..mc'l.orstood w!1.-::t I wsnt to do . Tlw naj_::L rc:J..son for r:io...i-:i:1r:; 

t~1is p:..1.ssenr:cj: ·t-. · ;:~·i.11 il1to a nat :i.on:il !.):::trk is not 01 1.~ J .Co::.~ t.i~c 

sc2!:or~;' , b~ ~t :::·or the train i t:Jelf . 

s::lva o:-ie ~}as::;enBer tr·:;.in that rnn~:; to the \'tC :": t co2.::..:t . 

to a ct now. 

'rhe cdi tor of Trains r.~agazine in an issue a fc \'1 monti:s a;;o 

S8.id , if ro..:Ll:-oads kocJ1 ··i~aking off pa::;::;onc;·:::r tr:d.ni!: :..tt t.he ·1n ·c; ::::cnt 
\ . . 

r:?~te , in a f.ew years there ·will n ot be one ! 1a:J~· :o;.1g c~c tn::.:Ln ~: ·L~11-

ning from Chicago to the .west co8.:::t . We must act now to ::::lvo one 

o:f tho:>c p;t:·_;:;c~nccr tr.Ti.nrJ :JO that p0.0!>lc o.f today o.n<l ~ornor1 ·ow ·:J'i.JJ. 

be al>le to ride a tro.nscontincntal pas::;cnger train to tl10 wc s ~ 

co2.st . I thi nk the California Zc::pl1yr woul d be the bc !::t tro.in .f.or 

thi s project . 

If a no:tional po.rk vvoul d be impossibl e , Jchcn haYe ti1e i:;overn

ment pay t he thr ee railroads to run t he Zeph yr on a b r eak ev en 

basis . 

If ~e do not act now , the passenger t rai n mo.y very wel l go 

into history. 

Sinc erely , 

~ <I "' C:.Ji ~\~)\-;..,) 
Chri n W. ~l:ow 

l' . :~ . I ju.st :..:.:J.W on the new::; th8.t the '.6crihyr was Given a :rc :...:.r 

cxtcnlon ·by the I . C. C. This c ivos us more ti1no to vvor-lc . 



·•1 , , r 

· t:' \Fiip~ ·t~e l}.1~\!l'F1io~s (1~Jifor$a Zep~y·F, ~0u 1• _ 1- . 

see Amem;;a s m0st magnificent scenery close-. ~ 
up. T~e ·Mississippi, the Color.ado · Rockie~, .. 
Feather River Canyon. · · ,~ · · . · " . '· · 

!\ " . 

Enjoy America's most magnificent ride 
wnile you can. Daily, b>etween Chicago and . 
San .Francisco. .. ' · .. : .. . 


