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National Parks and National Monuments
Department of the Imterior
Washingtor, D, C.

Re: The Californis Zephyrs

Gentlemen:

‘ We are herewith enclosing eopy of a letter which we sent
to the Interstats Commerce Commission, our Kentucky Semators, the Honorable
John Sherman Cooper, awmd the Homorable Thrustom Ballard Mortom, also to
Mrs, Johmson's Beautiffication Commission (preservation of America's beauty)
our mewspapers, The Louisville Courier Journal and Times, regarding the
above topie,

Also enclosed is a type-written copy of an article which
appeared in TIME magazine, under "Natiomal Asset", February 24, 1967 (page
84, Railroads), on the same subjeck.

We would urge that immediate steps be taken to declare the

California Zephyr a patiomal asset, "National Morument", amd that nmec-
essary subsidies be gramted to imsure cortimuance of thHis lime for all
time,

Quoting from Booklet "Glimpses of our National Parks"
(United States Pri?§g§i)0ffice, Washingtom, D, C.) page 1 -

Secretary Work defired the natiomal park system in the followlng words:

"Our existing national park system is umequaled for
grandeur, Additional areas when chosen should in every re-
spect measure up yo ¥he digrity, prestige, and standard of
those already established, Proposed park projects should
contain scemery of distimetive quality or some matural
features so extraordimary or umique as to be of national
interest in Amerieca.

We feel that the Zephyr trip is emirently qualified to
be inreluded in the category of "National Parks and Monuments", and
to be in some manner subsidized to guarantee uninterrupted service

on this line,
v trul; ours, /- ) L .
R ) v Ry
‘ ) C ery gv y s i g
< ,//&L&.f«%’ﬂ’;’oc’//cé VI '-/.I '\‘]' (j{;,?y Ll / /. . /‘//\

Claudine Heyer Figz (Mr&~ Samuel T, Fife)
Samuel T, Fife
Professor of Electrical Enginsering
Home Address:
812 Peremnial Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40217
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» | SAVE THE ZEPWYRS ¥OR ALL TIiMs!
DOW'T SELL OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE SHORT

Gentlemen: —

We were délighted to learm from the Louisville Gourier-Jourmal (AP
Washington dispateh) Wednesday, February 15, 1967, that the Imterstate Commerce
Commission is ordering the VWiestern Pacific Railroad to contimue operating the
“"California Zephyr" between Salt Lake City and San Franeiseo. However, we note

- that this may be only a “reprieve' inm tﬁit'a one year time limit is mentioned,

~ Asmericans should rise up im armsipeacefully 1o demand that the Zephyrs
be comtinued in perpetuity, If naeassary;“%ﬁzs'lfle from Denver to San Framciseo
(and the Western Paeifie from San Franeisco to Los Amgeles) should be declared a
"Hational Honmument" and be subsidiged by federal grants, Our American seerery is

a heritage which we have received from the past, and which imposes om us an obli-
gation that future gemerations be able to eajoy it also, Railroads were subsidized
in thelr developmental stage; now some lines may meed to be umderwritten for the
benefit of future generations, .

- Yearly thousands of Amerieans jourmey to Europe to see the majestiec
fiords of Horway, the umbroken evergreen forssts of Sweden, the magnificent seenery
along the Rhine, the superb Alps im their snow-elad grandeur alomg Lake Geneva, the
austere beauty of Austria, Americams travel all that distance to see secemery which
is encompassed in the forty eight hour journey from Los Angeles (alomg the Paeifie
Caast om the Western Pacifie) to San Franeisco, comtinuing on the Zephyrs from San
Frameigeo to Salt Lake City, and on to Denver, Seeing moble elk silhouetted agaimst
the snow-clad Rookies at a distance of only tweaty feet from the train window
traversing Feather Hiver Camyon and the:.Colorado Ganyom with its towering wails
edging the railroad om either side, are unforgettable experiences,

Having been privileged to experience both the Buropean trip and num-
erous trips to Califormia om the Zephyrs, we speak from experience, The composite
scemery of Europe is capsuled in the ome incomparable forty-eight hour jourmey from
Los Angeles, via San Franeisco, to Denver,

dmeriea is attempting to solve tharworld*s problems olsewhere, while we
are in dangér of losimg our .own eultural heritage at home, Beauty is a necessity
for a eivilized existence, , Don't sell our American heritage shorty

Urge our Gongress, if need be, to broadem the ‘seope of "Hatiomal Monu-
ment " imterpretation to ineclude subsidies to the railroad to eomtinue operation
of the Zephyrs for all time, amnd all fubure gemeratioms, A irip om the Zephyrs
is a soul-remewing experience waich we owe to all posterity,

We feel very strongly about this matter and would urge your support
in the cause, Onme year is not a lomg time to accomplish the task om a matiomal
scale that pay be needed to make eomtinuance of the Zephyrs a permanent deeision,

Sincerely yours,
7 : - W A
'f\{/ i ST R ] /,-"“—‘.,}'g'“- - A 2
Claudine Meyer Fife (Mrs. Samuel T. Fife)
Samuel T. Fife . ™ .
Professor of Electrieal imgineerlng
Speed Scientific School i,
Home address: University of Louisville, Louisville, Ky.
212 Perennial Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40217 | s
p. S. The Douisville Times published the letter in Readgrs Op
Ry Friday, February 24, 1967.
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L 14259 Plathead Rd,
Apple Valley, Liforn
December 22, 1967
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? have been working on & »roject to save the rmost scenic
gcr trein in America. The passenger train is the Calif-

‘ ! 1 i &
i ornia ;*ewnvv, wirieh runs from Chicazo to Oaklend and Sen Franc—
ﬁ{ isco, || The Zephyr runs scross the prairies to Denver., Thon over
?ﬁ the RJckics throuzh Glenvood Canyon and along the Coloradoe Rivar
i% Then ghe makes a desh through 3alt Lelke City and over the

g? grect ' selt flats of Utah and throush Hevada deszerts., Then on

n% the last leg of the trip she runs into the awesonie Featbher Riwver
4 Canyon in ITo fornia.

destern Pacific railroads
wyr have asked the governuent to
discontinue the train, The Zephyr will be discontinucd soire

I want the governnent to tale over the California Zenhyr

as a Hationcl nark on whezls,

T di) 4.9 o i £ 2 31k = ¥ o R ) = T
7ith the passengor traing disapnesring like they are, T

it
e last long haul »ass-
es not o something avout

enger vrain in Amorica, If someone do
saving at least one long haul nassenger train,. there will be no

aking this project to congreez, I

-~
tallks o locel chamber of comierccs and have




leln ;:—@save the California Zeph;Q

Sincerely

Chris . Skow

. P.8, On January 12, 1963 I will be tallking about the California

Zeshyr and nmy project on KAVR Annle Valley, a local radio astat

atation,
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APPLE VALLEY -- Are pas-
senger trains on the way out?
They may be as far as stopping
{or passengers in Victorville is
concerned.

Santa Fe Railroad has asked
the interstate Commerce Com-
mission for permission to stop its
Chicago and Los Angeles Chief,
and the Grand Canyon Limited as
of Jan. If this road’s plan to
drop all trzins except the Super
Chief E1 Capitan, Texas Chiefand
San Francisco Chiefl succeeds
where will we be passenger train
wise inVictorville? Union Pacific
mail trains No. 5 and 6 will be
discentinued in Januavy.

road happenings due to his noc-
turnal interest.
Preferring travel by passenger
train above all other modes of
ransportation, he admits that
airplane travel is handy for those
who are in a hurry. For real en-
Jjoyment, he suggests the Califor-
nia_7Zepha run from Chicago to
TSan Francisco. This is the apex
of scenic railway routes in the
country, Its loops and horseshoe
curves are unbelievable, and its
scenic panorama is unmatched,
This line was started in 1549,
and will be discontinued in 1968,

Young_Skow would like | to see it

taken over hy the government angd
N0 over b !

This curtailmicnt ol passenger
trains is of concern to young
Chris Skow, a college sludent
who has studied railroads in depth
for the past five years. He has
such love of {rains he listens to
them in the night, When he fails
to hear the familiar train whistles
even if he is in bed, he gets up.
He has photos of overturned hox
cars, wrecks, and other rail-

T T Tmu—

run as a National Parkon Wheels
for_the peopieof the United States,
Why nol? The govermment has
done a great jobh of establishing
National Parks throughout the

country that are visited by thou-

sands of people every year who
pay for this privilege. Why not
a National Park on Wheels?

Why not preserve this rail-
way route with its loops and
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horseshoe curves that are un-
believable and its unmatched
scenic route that starts at Den-
ver traverses the GlenwoodCan-
yon, the Colorado River c?untry,
the Utah country, the scenic Fea-
ther Rivel canyon, the Nevada
desert. and so on into San Fran-

#

bromote Apple Valley,

It was reported the San Ber-
nardino County Council of Com-
munity Services js Sponsoring
a countywide awards brogram for
outstanding achievement in the
health and wellare field, Awards
will be bresented in January,

Leo Chase, chairman of the
National Orange Show Queen Con-
test, Apple Valley division, gave
a detailed report of the various
committee chairmen and an-
nounced the awards dinner would

be Feb, 9 at Roy Rogers Apple
Valley Inn at 6:30 p.m. He said
table secating would be arranged
by priority to =first reserva- !
tions,”

Entry blanks for the Queen
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cisco. Why not?

The people of Africa have de-
veloped parks to preserve their
wonderful animal life. Why should
not the people of the United States
make a great effort to save this
most scenic of all railway routes

for posterity?

Al 7 T
Laamber hears

Y EY & 4 ‘IFL T
material

< APPLE VALLEY -. At the
Apple Valley chamber brealfast
meeting today Mel Edwards of the
county economic development
commission requested a new
stock of photographs Mfrom the
area on scenic attractions, his-
torical sites, traditional specijal
. evenls and characteristic sport
events and activities to further

merce and must be turned in at
the chamber ollice not later than
Jan, 3_-3_t_.’i_p,m~_.___*-__
B i 1 poter T

i Chris Skow, a coll ege siudent,
ll:thf'GSlCd in railroading, -told of
his .mtercst inrailroads ang of his}-
dc:s:lre tohavethe Eovernment eg-{
tablish tl:ef&lil’orniaZcpjmr asaj’

National pari;

The California Zeohyr i oper-
ted by three railroads ang ‘was
Starled in 1949, Tt is schoduleq
_to be diseopti_rf_:g’éd"i'n—-i"cbruary,
19681 e was gi ‘-'e;j:;’:{‘\"[‘)“té‘éf con-
fidence by the chamber, and I, co-
nard Guy , bresident suggesteq
that the secretary write a Jet- -
ter to the proper authority re- -
garding this,

vy
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ‘

Washington, D.C. 20520

M January 23, 1968

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Is there anything the Department of the Interior can
do to help save from extinction the most beautiful and re-
warding railroad journey in the United States?

As you probably know, the famous streamline train,
the California Zephyr, is threatened with being discontin-
ed because one of the three roads that runs it, the Western
Pacific, wants out apparently to concentrate on freight
revenues,

This would rob the American people of a landscape treas-
ure that coming generations would only lament.

The right-of-way from Denver, through the central Rockies,
the Utah and Nevada deserts, and the Feather River Canyon in
California is one of the landscape treasures of the world. The
California Zephyr is the only means of seeing ity as a whole,

Would it be too fantastic to entertain a new concept in
National Parks to gEIE;EE}§’§gg§§gge for the American people?
———— e

Could the right of way of the California Zephyr from Denver

to the Feather River Canyon be declared a National Park in a

sort of condoninieen with the railrosds bhet vom the voube,
the Denver & Rio Grande and the Western Pacific?

This proposal, fantastic as it may seem, is born of a
sense of desperation shared by thousands who have traveled

the route that this unique experience, which should be a




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

national heritage; will soon be lost for good,

I would appreciate hearing from you your reaction to
this proposal for a new concept in National Parks, that is;
a railroad right-of-way with the railrocad running through
it to provide a view in passing of one of the world's great
landscapes,

This proposal, of course, is made by me as a concerned
citizen and bas no connection whatsoever with the agency for

which I work,

Sincerely yours,

s Wj"

E st Kroll
Puplic Affairs Officer
Bureau of PublicfAffairs

L

Secretary Stewart L. Udall
Department  of the Interior

Washington, D.C.







-y

b

e

nan ke

'Mﬂﬁambthemwmeorammtm-
mMMmmtmmmm

The right-of-way frem Denver, threugh ‘Ehe.edatm}. Recicios,
the mm Ham&a Ma, and the Feather m.m Ganyen 10
canrm is one of t.ha 1amdscape treasures of t.ha world, The
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‘|cal passenger trains; taday pro-
- |posed the California Zephyr' be{,

From the Sacraménto

fEB ¢ 13\*3 ]nj

IC(, will _probe’ est
. Story on page AL~

the-eommmitree trying {0'save lo:ic

our preéentatlons it suil will
‘either ‘operated di- mean the ICC cannot force the

rectly or financed by the federal railroad to run the train for

government. ool mufe than a year,” said Woods.

made into a .moving. national
monument,

He made the suggestion as. the #THat would mean we would
Interstate Commerce Commxs— hive; ,-fu.- continue forward
sion announced ' it will Once th;q\}; Congress to get some
again hold hearings on the WP’s| r&ngé ~plans made to save
request to discontinue the west- tham’ 4
ern leg of the Cahforma-to-Chl-“"'Maybe it would be possible
1 cago streamliner, Py for Congress to incorporate the
b Woods  was “vu’y happy" Zephyr in part of the National

| 5

ks hke Yosenme where. peo-
pIe go to look at the scener_v
But the Zephyr goes™ through

% some of the. must f&hulous ter-

n|ritory our country ‘has to offer
—the Feather River Canyon and
the Colorado. Rockies—including| =
more than 200 miles along the
Colorado River..

“The only way to really see
it is from the train.

“If the railroad can't afford
to run the train, maybe the gov-
ernment can.”

" Unlike many passenger trains,
total patronage on the Zephyr
has not declined appreciably
over the years. But the WP has

is pupular it is mamiy a “vaca-{ is having a tough time compel—

dunng' ‘the summer and the
Chnsmtas hohday season. WP
c]aims the $1 'mI{mn 1[’ is’ losmg

the railroad giants.

e st T

tion train with high usage Jnlvlmg for.freight business amongii '
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MORE TO EAT AT THE CAR
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© Roast Beef @ Broosted Chicken
@ Short Ribs ® Swecet & Sour Pork
@ Swiss Sieak Hom Baked Turkey
OVER 40 YARIETIES

Wings ©  Stuffed  Bell -
Chicken Fricassee @ Chicken Cht
acciatere @ Chicken Chow Mein y
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Thank you for your help in The matdor of the Caliiornic
Zerhyr passenger wrain. I think the Depvavtment of The Iinderior

misunderstood wnat I want
teaan Ainto

this passengor

scenery, but for the

o ~F )
In a metter of yezys the

will ve 2 thing of
save one
o act now.

- .

Trains Ha

said, if railroads kccp“%aking oifll passenger trains ot the px

7
i
rate, in a few years

ning from Chicago to the west coast.

of these passenger trains so

to do.
a national

passenger train that runs to

The main reason for maliing

park is not only foxr the

srain itself.,

transcontinental mailenger TUBRLL
T thinic the movernaneiil shouild
kb vl vie ;_10 JeTrnanell’s Sn0WLc

the we=st coact., 'Te have

gazine in an issue a few months azo

‘noent

there ‘will not be one passeuger train run-

We must act now to save oine

that peoule of todoy and Gomoriow will

be able to ride a transcontinental passenger train to thie west
coast. I think the €alifornia Zephyr would be the best train for
this project. '

If a national park would be impossible, then have tile govern—

ment pay the three railroads to run the Zephyr on & break even

pasis

ITf we do not act now,

into history.

r.o. L Just sow on the news

xtcnion;by thoe 1I.€,.C,. This

the pas

senger train may very well go

oincerely, i ™
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Chris W,

that the Zephyr was

Slow
given a yeor

gives us more timc to work.
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'you won't overlook
._f’memevas beauty.

From the luxurlous California Zephyr you
“see America’s most magnlﬁcent scenery close-
‘up. The Mississippi, the Colorado Rockles
‘Feather River Canyon.
. Enjoy America’s most magmﬁcent nde_
while you can. Dally, between Chicago and
San Francisco. =




