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Prehistoric Features

Over a tunnel length of approximately one-fourth mile, a series

. of several hundred dinesaur tracks (protruding frem the tunnel roefs),

of varying sizes and frem several different species, present a really
interesting and significant spectacle. The larger tracks, supposedly
the largest on record, measure forty-two inches across.

Other Features

The related tramways, power cable, and sorting and loading plat-
forms, are interesting but of unimpressive scale., Much of the construct-
ion is in definite need of immediate repair. The use of small mule-
drawn dump cars is typical. In general, the operation of a shallow
mine of this type is quite typical of this section of the country.

Need for Conservation

There is no question concerning the need for protective measures
in relation to the preservation of the Dinosaur Tracks. Although the
owner fully appreciates the value of the tracks and is deing everything
possible to protect them, the operation of the mine will continue. The
resultant destruction of both exposed and unexposed tracks through
future operation is inevitable., Therefore protective measures should
be adopted. These measures would most certainly include further
strengthening of the timber supperts within the tunnels, particularly
in relation to the visiting public.

Land Ownership and Values

The mine is owned and operated by a Mr. States, with enly a small
group of employees. No estimate of the value of the remaining coal
deposits is available at present. However, the operation of the mine
was started in 1906 and apparently may continue under the present scale
of operation for many years.

Other Data
Local Sentiment

It is apparent that local sentiment is very much in favor of the
establishment of the area as a national monument.
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Possible Development of Tourist Facilities

At present, and perhaps due to much recent publicity, quite a
number of visitors inspect the area, particularly on Sundays. The
satisfactery control of these visitors is a problem to the operator.
No charge is made. '

The development of the area would be decidedly limited and should
include a shert appreach road, a checking station near the mine
entrance, a parking area, and an Operator's residence and garage.

Water supply is plentiful and easily obtained. Complete fencing of

the mined area would be essential. Repair of existing service struct-
ures would of course be included if the story of the mine operation is
to be told to the public. The inclusion of additional roads and trails

would be entirely unwarranted.
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fieure 1. View near the States Coanl 1ine showing an outerop
" of the Rewlins sandstone, at the base of the
lesa Verde.,
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T'igure 2., The lower, or Vlest entrance, to States Coal liine,
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Figure 5. The upper (east) entrance to States Coal line,
three guarters of a mile underground {rom en-—
trance shovn in figure 2.



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

2 o

Tigure 4, Nr. &. C. States, mine owner, outlining size of
dinosaur track on roof of mine

Photo by Valker Lrt Studios.
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Tigure 5. Cast of dinosawr track in comparison with lir,
States' hand,

Photo by Vialker sxrt Studios.
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Tigure 6. Casgt of dinosaur track on roof of States Coel iiine,

Photo by Valker Art Studios.
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PLATE I.

‘Showing the location of the mine in
Delta County, Colorado.
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REGION THREE :
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December 21, 1939.

N mer”  DEC27 1939 FL

>

Memorandum for the Director:

There are transmitted herewith two copies of this Office's report
covering its investigation of the Dinosaur Tracks, States -~ Red Moun-
tain Coel Mine, Delta County, Colorado. This report was requested in
your memorandum of September 1,

Regional Geologist Gould states that the dinosaur tracks are of
great paleontologic interest and believes that some method should be
devised for their preservation.

Senior Archaeologist Nusbaum reviews the contrasting objéctives
of VMr, States with respect to commercial operation of his going coal
mine, and Yhe National Park Service interest in permemently preserv-
ing these notable dinosaur track exhibits and making them properly
available to the public.

Regional Landscape Architect Cornell reports that the general
area includes no scenic features of unusual interest. He further

states that the existing structures and equipment are quite typical
of coal mining operations in the general locality.

Acting Regl Director.

Encl. 1834922,
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TOP COAL MINE

Cedaredge, Colorado.
February 2, 1940.

Paul R. Franke, Superintendent,
Mesa Verde National Park,
Mesa Verde, Colorado.

Dear Sir:

The situation regarding the finds at the Dinosaur Mine at
Cedaredge, continues to be of great interest. When the Ueputy Coal
Mine Inspector visited the States Red Mountain Mine the 13th of
December he declared the latest find, the Dinosaur track with the
long center toe and the two spurs, was a myster and advised that I
obtain a photograph of it andssend it to the American Museum of Natural
History and have it identified.

After the holidays had passed I was successful in obtaining the
services of Mr. Merridith, the Delta photographer. The picture was
very good and mailed it to Dr. Barnum Brown for identificatim.

A few days ago while loading nut coal, here came a broken piece
of fossil bone. This is not of interest in ifself. But it shows
the dinosaurs were here, for it came from a new room.

I was promised a copy of the Park Service magazine containing
the report of your visit last November, I have not yet received it.

Sentiment is now growing rapidly to have the tracks preserved.
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Chas. G. States.

COPY

e o e it e -
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February 16, gl ‘F /‘/Q,o,
Memorandum for the Director:

There is attached a copy of a letter from Charles G. States,
of the Top Coal Mine, Cedaredge, Colorado, dated February 2, which
has reference to the dinosaur tracks in this mine. It is felt that

this communication will be of interest to Messrs. Collins and Trager,

’ LS
W -
Encl, 1831951. ~ Toting BegronaT“MiFsctor,
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~“Cedaredge,Colorado
4 ' February, 1940 )
 To Mr.Paul R.Franke, Super'intendent i
Mesa Verde ‘National Park, :
Mesa Verde Colorado.

Dear M M%

' "“ eﬂ. lubs and representative orgahhzations of
Delt N

—4{,’..

. épeicifully petition you to use your best efforts
Lo ha mm b2 §7Bed Mountain Coal Mine set apart as a
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iTo Mr.Paul R. Fra-;w~huperintendeﬁ£f
‘Mesa Verde Na mgfﬁiﬂﬁ?? S

_Cedaredge,Colorado
February, 1940

"asza

abd>And represefntative organizations of
u%ﬁ’ petition you to use your best efforts

[ NS0
" to have the SPddzgRgdvflountain Coal Mine set apart as a

o mm. momosn 0
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;@” v , ‘%'-x*ﬂ”; ,"CedAredge, Colorado,
; ' T Febfuary, 1940.
- To Mr Paul R;Franke, Superintendent,*~4 {

)

. ; Clubs and repreéentative Organisa-
Lty, respectful%y petition you.to
e the" States-Red’Mountain Coal Mine
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: ~ ?’.Franke, Superint.endent,
esa Verdeg' ‘ational Park.
‘, ,Mesa Verde‘ "colorado.

':f.Dear Mr.Franke- -

e the unde:nsigned organ:lzed Clubs and representative Organiza-
“»;zt‘i'ons of the Cedaredge Communit.y ’ respectf Tl .z;-'lpetition you to

éEDAnEDGE LUMBER
LE Cedaredge, Colo. ‘
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION THREE
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Menmorandum for the Director:

There are enclosed, for your information and consideration, original
letters and their attachments from Charles G. States, Cedaredge, Colo-
rado, to Superintendent Franke and Senior Archaeologist Nusbaum, dated
February 14 and February 21, respectively, all relating to the remark-
able dinosaur track remaeins in the roof of the States-Red Mountain Coal
Mine, and unitedly urging "establishment of a national monument at the
mine under National Park Service jurisdiction".

We have not as yet received your comments and instructions with
respect to the report of the field investigation conducted by Messrs.
Gould, Cormell, Nusbaum, and Franke, sent to you on December 21, 1939,

Due to widespread interest in meking the above-mentioned area
available to the public through the Service, Mr. Nusbaum believes that
Congressman Edw. T. Taylor, in whose central district the remains are
gituated, will firmly support the proposal when it comes to his atten-
tion, as it will in due course.

-In his section of the report, Mr. Nusbauwm directed attention %o
the problem of continuing the commercial mining of coal by Mr. States
versus the proposged protective preservation and public use of these
exhibits by the National Park Service.

None of the Regional representatives or Mr. Franke, to our know-
ledge, ‘has approached Mr. States as to what coal lands, mined or in
process of mining, he may be willing to contribute toward establish-
ment of a national monument, and under what conditions. While these
factors were considered secondary to the purpose of the regional in-
vestigation and evaluation of the dinosaur track exhibits, they are
fundemental in defining an appropriate area for establishing a na-
tional  momment. |

' 0 dore—

Regional Director.

Encl. 1738114.
ce: Supt. Franke. !

[ VI



e

Cedaredge, Colorado,
March 5, 1940.

Dr. Charles M. Gould, Senior Geologist,
National Park Service,
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Dear Sir:

I have just called at the of fices of the Grand Junction
Chamber of Commerce with the object of securing their name on a
petition and their support in securing additional Grand Junction
petitioners with a view toward having the States Red MHountain Mine
set aside as a National Monument,

Mr.Wood, Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce informs me that
prior to the Chamber's approval, his Board of Directors would like
a recommendation from you to the effect that the project should
have the support of the people generally, andthat you feel the
movement is thoroughly Justified.

I would appreciate your writing directly to them, giving that
information.,

Yours very truly,
(Signed)
Charles G. States

P. S. Iswould appreciate your sending me a copy of your letter
to the Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce.

E0PY
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Do we have any information on
this? It looks like a matter of little
i importence for monument statug.
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Memorandum for the Director: .

There are attaéhed petitions from Colorado residents to Super-

.establiﬁhefd as a national monumeqb,- , }‘

Encl. 1848507.
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ca T edaredge Colorado
P St . 1940

; j,We'the undersigned Clubs and,Representatlve OrganizationS':
_elta;county,COIorado, respectfully petition you to use your
, efforts to have the States Red Mountain Coal Mine set apart

X National Monument .

oy of‘ gommerce ({ESA YERDE NATIONAL PABI‘ 1H8E PU}E FOOD bﬁﬂbk}«‘
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.- To Dr.Paul R.Franke,Superintendent,

: Mesa Verde National Park,

o ‘Mesa Verde,Colorado.

, = . Dear Dr.Franke:
S : We the undersigned Clubs and Representative Organigations

of Delta County,Colorado,respectfully petition you to use your
best efforts to have the States Red Mountain Coal Mine set apart

'~ as a National Monument.
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. . To Dr.Paul R.Franke,Superintendent,
". Mesa Verde National Park, ‘
Mesd Veérde,Colorado.
Dear Dr.Franke : :
‘We the under51gned Clubs and Representative Organiza-
; _ tions of the Cedaredge Community in Delta County,Colorado, re-
i

spectfully petition you to use your best efforts to. have the

ST States Red Mountain CoalC?%::aizzyapart as a National Monument.
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daredge Colorado.
: . 1940

Dean:Dr .,F;-anke : L |
o' the undersigned Clubs and Representative Organizations
ern Colorado, respectfully petition you to use your best
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Ced: dge, Colorado ‘
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il TonDr.Paul R.Franke,Superintendent,
oy SIS Méga, Verde Natlonal Park.
’“"qj Mesa,yerde, Colorado
\D@{ Jq

L Bgav Dr Franke:
-We the undersigned Clubs and Representative Organizations
W stern Colorado, respectfully petition you to use your best
effgits to have the States Red Mountain Coal Mine set apart as
a- National Monument.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (
WASHINGTON

MAR 12 1940 Meroh 11, 1940. LR

M““Ls AND F\‘f’%

Memorendum  for the Director:

In reply to your inquiry regerding Mr. Tolson's memorsndum of
Februery 27 in which he inquires about the proposed naetionel monu-
ment at Cedaredge, Colorado, I have not as yet visited the area
which is one of those included in my proposed itinerary for this
gpring. I have, however, discussed the area with Dr. Brown of the
American Museum of Natural History end he has explained that these
are some of the finest tracks that he has ever seen. The Americen
Museum spent a considerable smount of money in moving a large sladb
for display in New York City. Locel interest for the national monu-
ment apparently is gaining considerable momentum.

An eoxhibit of this type cennot be evaluated without a visit be-
cause we have no knowledge of the extensiveness of these tracks,
their accessibility, nor in what form they are presented to view
other than that they are in the roof of the mine. A recent letter
from the mine owner, Mr. Charles G. States, calls attention to the
fact that recently fossil bone material was discovered in a new room.
It is my understanding that mining has been stopped in the room in
which the fosgil dinossur tracks were discovered. Whether or not
the area is suitable for a nationel monument cen be determined only
by careful exemination.

Fnclosure 2113957 Chief, Naturalist Dﬁ;ﬁfj
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REGION THREE 4
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
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March u, 1940.

Mr. Charles Q. States,
Cedaredge, Colorado.

Dear kr. States:

Reference is made to your letter of March 5 requesting that
Regional Geologist Gould prepare a statsment recommending to the
Board of Directors of the Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce that
the States Red Mountain Mine be set aside as a national monument.

Regional Geologist Gould resigned from this Service on February
1. Your request is being submitted to our Washington Office for action.

Sincerely yours,

Milton J. McColm,
Acting Regional Director.

cc: The Director. wﬂm-w
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Memorandum for the Director: yn
Fre g o
There is attached a copy of Charles i, States letter to fommer @_Q,‘._._
Regional Geologist Gould requesting that a recommendation be prepared £
by him for the Grand Junction, Colorado, Chamber of Commerce Board of '
Directors, and that copy be sent to Mr. States at Cedaredge, Colorado. n.
His request is made as a result of the interested petitioners to have a

the States Hed Mountain Mine (Dinosaur Tracks) created as a national
monument ,

It will be appreciated if your Office would take the necessary
steps to comply with Mr. States' request,

Encl. 1831882. : "%

Acting Regipffl Director.



UNITED STATES ,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (#

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION THREE

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO g; Vt! g
March 15, 1940 F-; 4,

Memorandum for the Director:

Under date of March 9 there were forwarded to you certain
petitions to have the States Red Mountain Mine (Dinosaur Tracks)
established as a national monument. There are enclosed additional

petitions in this regard just received in this Offi

Encl. 1831886.



RO e UcaRsiTe g D SRt g otisiNaonarArchivesy, s |

CE B UNITED STATES ﬁf\/
o -a.' - " DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR )
L 7(,;.1 [ iz'-ﬂ' . Y s
‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE s Wi, TTeesE ) 4 M
- ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON '

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Hazol 13, 1940 @Mﬁ ST

RANEDH for $he Regiomal Diregtor, Regiom XIX:

This acknowledges your memorandu of Februaxy 27 cheunt the
Ginoaaur tracks in the Stetes.Rod Hountain Cosl Hine at Cedaredgs.
Colerados X am opnolosing o oopy of & memorandum fyrom the Chied
of $he Hsturalist Division, Barl A. Tregee, wnho cxpects %o viald
thet avea. this spring.

Bnvil we have Mr. Tregerts veport oo fuarther soticn will be

| 'R WHITE
Mw@gg}a{a Bivestora

Enclomure 1859702

JRW:med
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) UNITED STATES
- - DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS GNLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Maxeh 22, 1940,

for Bagional Dirsotor, Regiom XXX.

I have yesoived the Acting Begional Plrestor's memorandum of
Hareh 14, enolosing his letter of the asmo date %o My, Charles O,
S%aten concewning the States Red Hountain Mine in Celorade. X note
also the eopy of My, States' lattor of ¥arch § to Dr, Qouwld,

It Goes 0% eppear logical to me to undertake establishment of
the sugzested aationnl momment, at least on the basis of the infore
aation now at hand. Irreconoilableo fagtors appear in the proposition
as X see it. Theore are no funie avalladble to this Service for the out-
right puvchesa of the mime, 3Mr, States appoents %o be making a good
living theoro and to went to continue his operations. The suggestion
ap 1% 0w stunds appears to involve making o public sexvice enterprise
oat of an setive mine, I should think that, fram the stapdpoint of
safety alons, adeguate arvrangesonts for protestion of the public and.
the sining eporations would be an exseedingly difficult prodlem.

Er. Trogor, Chiof of the Waturalist Division, expests to visit
the mino goms $ime duving the forthocming cumper and at that ¢ime
will ke o further analysis of tho sitmation. In the mesntinme, ¥
prefer not 4o zeke any deoision for the Service in the matter unless,
of aourse, additional fuets are Lrought 4o my attention upon which
declsive comment gan bo based,

In the circunstances, I 4o not see how 1 can write o the
Saorotary of the Orand Janction Chapber of Qummerce, as you suggest,
Your office should make tho necsgsiry roply to Mr. States.

GD) Arn rira
* 0 Bn
GLC:nrs Mrector. Cam )
ee: Region III

BRLPSC-Room 5214°
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Yans anp PEs
March 25, 1940.

Memorandum for the Director:

In response to Mr, Trager's memorandum of March 19 concerning
Mr. Richey's proposed plans to vinspect the fossil bones at the States
Red Mountain Mine (Dinosaur Tracks) near Cedaredge, Colorado, Mr, Richey,
or some other Region III Headquarters representative, will be glad to
accompany Mr. Trager about the latter part of May for the aforementioned

purpose.

egional Director.
cc: Mr. Richey.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION THREE
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

March 26, 1940,

Memorandum for thé Director: /%0
In compliance with Mr. Trager's request of March 21, there is at-
tached a cqgg__gf Regional Geologist Gould's ;eport entitled "Investi-
gative' R(.e;ort on Dinosaur Tracks States-Red Mountain Coal Mine, Delta
i County, Colorado" of December, 1939, for your files. .
' Q. pboorr—u

Encl., 1898154. Regional Director,

o UNITED STATES Q%



‘Cedapedge, Colorado.
j 1940

Bl To D¥.Paul R.Franke,Superintendent,
5 Mesa Verde National Park,
Mesa Verde,Colorado.
Dear Dr.Franke:
We the undersigned Clubs and Representative Organizations
of Delta County,Colorado,respectfully petition you to use your best
efforts to have the States Red Mountain Coal Mine set apart as a

National Monument .

: ) D
o T
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m"‘- mrlﬁa Ge s’bﬂteﬁ, '
Cedaredge, Colorados

Dear Mr,. States:

Reference is made to your letter of March 5 to formsr Regional
Geologist Charles M. Gould of this Service, to Senmior Archasologist
Hushaum's letter of March 13, and Acting Regional Director MeColm's
letter of March 14, in regard to the proposal to establish the States
Red Hanntain mm as o aational monument.

As you wore gdvised onm Maroh 13 by Mr. Nnsbeum, this Service is
interested in theiremarkable dinesaur tracks located in your mine and
Mr. Barl Trager, Chief of the Hatwralist Division of our Washimgton Of-
fice, who is a geologlst, is planning t¢ visit you end your mine some-
time during the ocoming summer to ihspect the dinoseur tracks. Follow-
ing Mr. Trager's inspection and the submission of his report to the
Director of this Service, determined whether it will be possible to
consider recommsanding the establisbment of the dinossur track area of
youwr mine as a national monument.

From the information now at hand, certuin irrecamcilsble factors
appear in a proposition to establish e dinosaur traclk exhibit area of
a nine as a national monument. - Among them are the faot thet there ars
no funds avallable to this Service for its purchase; the fact thet you,
apparently, desire to oomtlauwe your operations either im, or in the
viocinity of, the exhibit area, whick would involve maeking a publie
gervico anterprise out of an active mine; and t¢he fact that, from the
standpoint of safety alome, it would be exceedingly di..fficult to make
adequate arrangements to protect the visiting public.

In view of the foregoing, and, pending the investigation of the
propesed monument area by lr. Trager sometime during the coming summer,
it is believed thaﬁ 1t would not be advisable to write to Ssoretary
Wood of the Grand Junuti.m Chamber of Commerce, as suggested by you,
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that the propossal should hawve the support of ths people gemerally and
that this Service feools that the movement to esbablish the ares as e
nationnl momgment is thoroughly Justified.

Your interest im the preservation of the remarkable dinosaur
tracke in yowr nine through the establishment of & maticnal monument
is sincerely eppreciated.

Sincorely yours,

o . Hillory A. Tolsen,
/ Rogionsl Director.
cc: The Directore.

. R
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April 5, 1940, é%

Memorandum for the Director: /Zlflzu/

For your information I enclose a copy of the letter of April 1,
from Mr. Charles G. States, owner of the Top Coal Mine, Cedaredge,
Colorado, relating to his engendering of petitions to establish the
dinosaur track exhibits of the mine as a national monument, and en-
closing a copy of the petition signed by the President of the Delta
County Medical Society.

Mr. Trager will be interested in the report and finding of another
bone, presumably dinosaur, in the nut coal of the mine.

:!
iéi;::::jL..Nhsbaum,
Senior Archaeologist.

Fnecl. 1738173.
ce: Mr. Trager.
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Juns 10, 1940,

Mr, Charles G. States,

Cedaredgs, Colorado.
Bear Mr. Stetes:

Upon my wéturn I received the smmple of orude oil referred to
ia your letter of May 37 and this ia deing eudmitted to the U, &.
Geologleal Survey for examimation. |

Aa' goon a3 timo pemmita, & report will Ve sutnitted o the
Diresator cutlining our findinge tﬁ relt;uon to the dmam tracks,
end I shall incorporate in this report the estimate which you heve
sabmitted for the necessery timbering, if 1t should he deoided to
open this mine o the public.

8 1
m@@’ﬁ }’?‘:;3 ‘A Araget
_ gaé%g‘}@a%a‘};] A. frager

, Chief, Maturalist Pivision,
' Branch of Regsecreh and Information.

. KAT} avo
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/
/
Xr. #agh D. Miger, /

e 8. Goologleal SBurvey,
mimﬂ, Be Co

Psar Hr. mm‘

I 'unmxy visited the Gtetes Red Mounteln Mine acar Cedaredge,
Colorado. This s the mine in whioh the large dimosgur tracks 39 by
43 inches in size with a stride of about 17 feet have baon discovered
iz the roof, The ownor hes offered to donats one ssption of the mine
to the Pedorul Govermmont, Af it io intorested in ostsblishing e na~
tionol momument to proserve the besutiful teacks,:

¥Mr. States, who owns eool mines at soveisl levels in Ned Moun-
tein, t0ld us of emcountering oil sespages neer otel in hie upper
mins, the Top Uosl Eins, which does not contain dimossur trasks., I
believe, howevey, that dinoseur lones ers reported to have been found -
in some of the goal mines fyrom this level., Mr. 8tetes was not pres-
out at the time of our visis, and the person wdo %ook us through the
"Dinoseur ¥ine® was not authorised to teko us to the oil lovel. Wo
later vistted Hr. States in Grend Jumotion, eohrada. ané he promised
to gend me & sampla of thoe prude oil. This I em forwsréing to you hore-
with, He telle me that in & few ploces enough 6f this oil &8 drlgyins
into the mine 2o fowm s wx pool.

I have nover soen ¢ 3.;1 this hesvy in such lerge gquentities, snd
thought that you would he Antorested to know of the ocourrence. Iou
may wish %0 have @ Low gimple tests made to determine %he naturs of
tho product end 1f go, I chell be plessed to learn the resulds oFf any
such teats, I have oﬂenumes seen small pookets in querries of fog-
silliforous rocks contein possidly a tablespooniul of heavy oll similer
%o this, but nover aw xmoh 82 hes been colleoted in this Jar.

Sincarely yowrs,

Earl &. Tragerw,
thief, Waturalist Pivision,
Brench of Research snd Informmation.
EAT: ove
OOPIES ONLY RECRIVED IN MAIL RONM

P
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MEHORANDUM for Mr, Bsn Thompson.

Ihnﬂrev&ewdtharammonthcdinoswtrwkanmm
Rose, Taxas, and those found in the States-Red Mountsin Coal Mine
mcoundamdbmwatmmz'omrammmbemm attrace
tive as 8 dinoseur exhibit. Bofors & reassonably scourate appradsal
of the Texas socurrence csn be made, hosever, more exploration is
necesssry and hus been recommended as & WP'A project to Dr. Sellavdsy
Mirector of tha ‘i’exas Bureasu of Beonomic Geology.

1 suggest that we hold tho consideration of tho States-Red
Hountain Cosl Mine ares in abeyance pending further investigetion
of tho Clen Rose, Texns, ares, as far as dinossur tracks are conw
etined, The suggestion that the Colorado area be established to
tell tho story of coal is still walid, but I would profer to see an
ares in Pemnsylvanias or West Virginia chosen for this purpose. Un-
11 the field has hpen more thoroughly convassed, I belleve no deci=
sicn on the Colorado area should be made.

r"/ -,
\-v/{%’ , f%ﬁwf‘wﬁ.w@‘m}{,ﬁ_w
Acting Chief, Natursiist Division,
Enclosure 2535597
HERscve
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m 24. ZWQ

- Be He m’
mam, Buveau of Bonoule Goalogy,
The tnoivaraity of Tomus,
Austin, Tensa

Yy doay Bootor Sellavdo:

zmummemmmwmwmm
mmmmmmm:mwwmm%
dinosany track localities yesently oxunvated in Texas.

In view of tho oxpange invelwed in protesting dhese tracks
Mmmwmummfemmmwmy
mmmzmmwammummmmuwmw
froen the %m:mmmemrmmmmm
thm WWMM&mmm&wwmm

o) £isld chooks Proservation of the tyacke dn the ceal
Texas doposite ia o pard e ﬁmm:tmﬁa%

upon
mmeMG

nummamm& abtain sufficiont akilled lo~
bovors through WPA to move @b ono of tho largess tracks for
axhdbitdon in mm%mmtiamwwwm

tlon, esp gdnce wonthéring end eronion during ro
uay ovemtuslly obliterate those i $he Seldy igh v
Bincorely yours,

sty Bt B hadgeR
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OBEDAREDGE, COLORADO,
Augugt 2 1940
Dr.Earl A. Trager,
5411 S.Interior Bldg.,
Washington,D.C.

Dear Dr. Trager;-
We recently had a visitor, Irving G. Reimann,
Curator Hall of Geology, Buffalo Mueeum of Service,Buffalo,N.Y.

He told me things that I thought would be of 1nterest to
you; hence this letter.

He was present at a lecture by a scientist 1n Buffalo,where
the speaker had paper that hed been cut exactly the size of the
dinosaur track exhibit at The American Museum of Natural History,
N.Y.,procured from the States Red-mountain Mine,Cedaredge,Colo.

Also he told me that they had secured plaster casts of the
tracks from The Americar Museum, and had placed them on the wall,
fifteen foot stride,in the Hall of Geology :in the Buffaly Museum.

I asked him if he could secure an illustration of the ige-
onodon. He answered that they had illustrations of the igeonodon
from restorations of those found in Belgium,and if I would write
and remind him of it he would send me the booklet. I told him we
were going to offer a prize for the best clay model so we could
have a life~"size model made that could be seen from Highway 65

- for advertising.

We feel that while the emergency for Defence is on,it is not
likely the Government will conslder our petition for a National
Monument till times are more normal. And yet we feel also that the
preservation of the natural wonders discovered by accident is a
gort of emergency,which if preserved,will make us feel that our
country is: worth fighting for.

We received a letter from the Chief Coal Mine Inspector that
we should not allow:.visitors in the mine. This,of course,was to re-
lieve the state from responsitility. And yet in spite of these
warnings,there was 190 visitors from April26 to June 3lst,not in-
cluding yourself and party May 25th. We have made no charge and
visitors must take their own risk.

' We feel that somehow we must obtain enough money to timber
the entry to pass inspection requirements so we can advertise and
make reasonable charge and keep the attraction open to the public
until the war emergency is passed and the Government can again
take up the matter of a National Monument.

Very sincerely yours,
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' NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

dugust 22, 1940.

Mr. Charles G. States,
Cedaredge, Colorado.
Daar MHr, Statess.
Wemghdtomtarrmmrlettarotﬁmatzthaf.m
are interested in making it poasidle for pesple to visit the -
unusaal exhibit of dinossur tracks in the States Hed Hountain
Hine,

Er.-‘rrager. to »hom you eddressed your letter, has loft the
Service but sdvised ue of the results of his wielt to your mine.

%o wish you suocess in your plan to display these bracks.
8incerely yours,

He E. Rﬂtw’
Acting Chief, NHeturallst Divlasion,
Brancli of Beszsarch and Information.

lw/



