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Governor Raymoncl E. Baldwin 
Executive Chambers 

Hartford, Connecticut 

My dear Governor Baldwin: 

\ 130 East 39 Street 
New York City -

19 March 140 

·.-"... Thank you ver'y much for your letter of March 
~ 5th~regarding the old Hempstead House in New London. I note from a let-

t~r _r,eceived from Mr. Edwards, State of Connecticut Development Commis--­
s19i;1., • to whom you referred the matter and copies of letters he has writ­
ten to prominent historicai societies that he is also genuinefy inter-
ested ~n this matter. . 

I have come to realize that I did not point 
out another reason for preserving this house, but since I wrote-you 
several prominent members of the national noets 1 societies have been . 
stressing the importance of preserving the- Hempstead House as the life-·· 
long home of AJ?.na Hempstead Bt-anch whom they consider a foremost_poet 
of this century - whose fame is likely to greatly increase. in ye·ars to 
come. 

· .... The Academy of Ame!"ican Poets in a sheet pub-
lished March 1st states as follows - 11BIRTHPLACE.- It has been brought 
to our attention that the birthplace of Anna Hempst?ad Branc);l, .poet 
and Founder of The Poet's G11i1d·at Chhristodora House, who died in 

• September, 1937, must be given up by her heirs. It would seem that t;h.is } 
house, which is one of the oldest frame houses in Connecticut, ·(it is 
the oldest) so noteworthy as to its antiquity, as the home of t~e Hemp­
stead fami+Y since 1643, and as the birthplace of the poet, should be 
established as a shrine to Anna Hempstead Branch. It is hoped that 
som~ pe1~son or persons will be found who can assist in this work. The 
house is in New London, Connecticut. 11 

The Academy also calls attention to a bill 
just introduced in Congress for an appropriation to preserve the • 
birthplace of Joyce Kilmer in New Brunswick, N.J. The Committee 
sponsoring this bill i·s composed of Governor lvloore, Senator Barbour, 

· A.M. Sullivan and other nationally p1~ominent men. One of this com.-. 
mittee called upon me recently to inquire whether the State of Con-

• necticut coulcl be interes.ted in establishing the Hempstead House as 
a shrfne in honor of Anna Hempstead Branch as a poet as vrell as to 
preserve i-t as an historic landmarlc.. 

In this connection it has also been brought 
to my attention that there is a Federal fund that can be made avail-, .. 
able fur such purposes when properly presented and sponsored by the: 
officials of a state and its representative in Congress. This fund is. 
spoken of as National Pa.rk Service, Washington. I am writing you a.bou·t 
it in the thought that an expression_ of your interest in the matter 
conveyed by you to, our senators and representatives would be the best 
approach for this purpose. • 

Again I 1~ish to express my great appreciat°f?t} 
of your-kind interest. 

Very sincerely you1~s 
Enclosure Henry W. Lyman, Administrator • 
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. •. Encloayre; ·post.~cri}Jt: These are copies of t;he type of letters re-

• ceiv~q. this da_ and recently - (14 of therh, 
From T?,e Colonial Dam~s of America:- 11At the last meeting 

of the Board of 1vianagers the matter of se.ving the oldest frame house 
in Conn. was brought to the members I atte1:1,tion. Tl.1.e members all thought 
the house sounded most interesting and regretted that inasmuch as they 
are now..working to help save the Hammond-Harwood House (built in 1771) 
in Maryland, it would be impossible to start another venture at this· 
time. Perhaps after the work of the Hammond- house is completed and 
the Old Hempstead House is still available, the Society would be in a. 
posi t_ion to undertake the Old Hempstead House as its next interest. 11. 

,From Cor:i,ri •. State Federation of Women I s Clubs, Mrs. Gorton, 
Pres. - 11The Connecticut State Federation is interested. in the.preser­
vation of· old house,s, but has no fund for the purchase of any such 
property as you outline. • I would suggest that you call the attention 
of the New London Hi_storical Society to your house. 11 

F~om a fri:encl, Ma.ry .Miller, the wife of the owner of the wire fence 
mi~ls in Geo,rgetovm, • Conn. - • 11As for the D.A.R. finances, theJr always 
have· thei~ money spent·several times over, before it is earned, so it 
seems to nie. But., _of. course, if they really want a thing enough they 
always manage to get it, bytputting the· right person at the head.of 
the project. 11 • 

From Judge Dorothy Kenyon, New York City - "Thank you for letting me 
know about Hempstead -House. I wish I knew of any way to assist in pre­
serving the property which is of such historic interest, However I 
don 1.t know of any groups that might be 'interested and am not in a posi­
tion myself . to do anything about it. Incidentally Anna Hemps.tead 
Branch __ wa.s one of ·the most distinguishec1 alumnae of my own college 
of Smitli; I. heard of.her name almost from the f-ir·st moment· of·my go­
ing to Smith.. I wish I. knew of some groups with whom I might put you 
in touch~ it is a great pity that the house must be sold. I sha~l 
bear what you say in mind ana_ if I hear of any groups I will tell them 
to get in touch with you. 11 

From Dr. Fox, President of Union College, Schenectady - 11I. wish I 
could be helpful in some suggestion as to an organJzation which YfOUld 
purchase the Hempstead. House for proper preservation. I have searc~ed 
my mind as fully as I could without any real result. It occurs to .me 
that the man who might know of a Conn1 organization whic4 would take 
an interest in such a project is Pro·f. Anc1rews of Yale. I have taken 
the :·liberty of sending your letter to him with a covering note. n (Prof. 
Andrews reply to Dr. Fox) 11There are two organizations, the object of 
which are the -oreserVJation of old houses. One, The Society for the 
Preservation of New Eng.· Antiquities, ·the other for Conn. only The 
Antiquarian & Landmarks Society. . I shoula. think the,.t the latter more 
likely to·be of hel-p. Mr. Lyman ought to get into touch with it -as 
soon as possible. I do not believe that it will a.o more than help 
to preserve old houses. I hope that these suggestions will be of 
service. 11 

From Eric M. North, American Bible Society - (Referring to old _oak 
. Bible Box) 11W'nile this is not the· sort· of t~i~g the_ smt;,11 Libra~y 
budget could be used on, it would make quite an effective exhibit! 
holding a Bible of the period, showing the place and use of the .. Bible 
in ·early American homes. It could be used in one of our Park Avenue 
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, w~ndow~ occasionally,- and. might -find.a permanent place among. the ex-.· 
hipits··,-on our first or second floors. A little plate .. could show the· 
connection:betwee.n Miss Branch-and her poem and· ·the Bible ·Box --'""!' ~ve 
shoul'd' be very glad _to giv.e it a proper and appropriate permanenthhnme·.tt. 

From Arthur Adams, Trinity College, Hartford - _III remember the home ~f • 
the· late Anna Hempstead Branch·, as -I remember her also. r' have not been'· 
irtsia.e·. the house, however. It should be by all means preserved, as_ it 
is a most remarkable and interesting relic of Colonial times .. I wish _. 
I could afford to purch~se it for a summer home. I don I t know ,vho 
cou_1·a· buy· it. None of the hereditary-patriotic societi-'e'S have the 
money. They are having a ha.rd time to keep going t,hese days ... It ought 
t_o be bought by the Soc .. for the Preservation of New Eng. Antiquities 
:(hr the somewhat similar soc. in Conn. 
I ik • 

I kp..ow the -latter society ·a.t least hasn't the ·money. If I should think 
of anything hopeful in the way of a suggestion ·as to e. purchaser, I will 
write .you again. It would b_e a calamity ·to have the house destroyed ·or 
fall into unappreciative hands. 11 

From Dr. Phillips, CuratoJ:?~ Gallery of Fine Arts, Yale Uni verity' - "I· 
wish to thank you for your kindnes.s in w-:t~ting me about the Old Hemp­
stead House, and regret -exceedingl·y that we have no funds here with 

·which to-~ke possible the perpetuation .of this important landmark. 
I should urge, however, that you write the Antiquarian & Landmarks 
Soc~~-ty, as I should think this would be very important ?~ them .. " 

From C. _$-•. 13righam, Director, American Antiquarian Society,· Worcester, 
.Mass. - 11We have received your communication regarding the sale of 
the Hempstead House at New London. This is. a national library of }x:1~s­

•ltorical reference solely, and we are interested only in the_ pu~chase of 
printed· material to increase our collections. I assume that you have· 
al.r~ady communicated with the Society for the Preservation of New Eng. 
Antiquities in Bos ion' 1• • 

From lviorgan M. Brainard, Presic1ent, Aetna Life Insur~nce Co.- 11 I hav·e 
read with interest your ,letter of February 15th. ·I hope :s:ome way can 
be fauna_ to preserve .the Hempstead House and its contents for futu~_e 
generations. Thank you fo_r bringing it to my attention. 11 -

From Harold M. Hine, Secretary, Conn. Society Sons of American Revolu..:. 
ti·on - 11I ·have received your letter of Feb. 21 respecting the Hemp- . · 
stead_ House in New Lona_on and have referred it to Mr. Elmer H. Spauld-. 
ing. In addition to being President of <hur Society, Mr. Spaulding is 
vitally interested.in things historical in New London. 11 

·{No reply. from Tuir. Spa~lding received) 

From Winslow Ames, Lyman Allyn Museum, New London - "Yesterday when 
I ·was tlaking with my friend Mr. Philip Hanlrny we fell on the subject 
of tht3Hempstead_House. The conversation has moved me to w~ite you 
to express the hope that the house and its contents will be preserved 
together.. Not only is the house in part an important legacy from the 
late· 17th century; it.is also an even more interesting record of the 
accretions of the lSth, ·19th, and 20th centuries upon the original 
building. The fe.ct that the house stayed in one f~ily and that -some 
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• O@ the furniture has ·not left the house since it came in ~-. and 
• IIlay •indeed haye been· made there -': cont.ributues enormously to the 

sense that one gets in the house of.' the influence of the past on the 
present.· • ·The building itself, with its ells and other additions, 
the furniture-whether old.or recant, the associations with the whole 
chain o:f -occupants from the first Hempstead to Anna Hempstead -Branch; 
theseare all inextricable parts of the total personality .. The fur­
niture for example, is extremely pleasant, standard furniture of sev­
eral periods, no:ae of it highly unusual, none of it belonging to the 
sort that .people are pleased to c_all 11museum pi.eces II none of large 
market value; but it is necessary to the house, and the house is 
necessary 

1
to the cont~nts. ·It would do awful violence to· the inter­

est· and vallue of the whole if they were separated. I think I may ex­
press quit:e ·unofficially the hope of many· New London people that a 
whole that is so much greater than the sum of its parts may. be spared 
to US• II 

~ ·~ --- -..... 

From Mr. Davis,--··naviei," Lee, - Walker & Wright' -Attorney.s, Hart,ford ~ 
"In reply to your letter of March 12th relative to the sale of the 
Hempstead Homestead in New London, I write to say that I feel quite 
certain that the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of 
Connec~rcu~ is.not interested in the purchase of this property." 

V 

· From Busin~s_s Manager, Association of the Junion Leagues of.America, 
• ·lnc.,. Wald_orf Hotel. 11 There is no Juniom' League in New London, Conn. 

and no one· in the organization who has any responsibili·ty for this 
territory. Therefore, I am unable to cooperate with you in the· man­
ner sugges.,t_~d by your letter of March 5th. 11 

... 

• - '"""":"."~ 
• ;I ~ 

.:, 
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, HENRY F'. ASHURST• ARIZ •• CHAIRMAN 
1, WILLIAM H, KING, UTAH 'GEORG&: W. NORRIS•. _,R. 

,. • M. M. NEELY, W. VA. WARREN Ro AUSTIN, VT. 
PATRICK MtCARRAN, NEV. JOHN A. DANAHER, CONN. -,,-,..,,,-p,,,__' ' LdA, ..... ~ ..... 

FREDER~ VAN NUYS, IND. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS.' 
CARL~• HATCH, N. MEX. ROBERT A. TAFT, CHIO 
EDWARD R. BURKE, NEBR. 
KEY PITl'MAN, NEV. • 
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. 
JOSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, WYO. 
JAMES H. HUGHES, DEL. 
JOHN E. MILLER, ARK. 
A, B. CHANDLER, KY. 

I. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Arno B. Cammerer, Director 
·National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
~ashington, n. c. 
My dear Mr. Cammerer: 

I·am enclosing a copy of a letter 
directed to Governor Raymond E. Baldwin by 
Mr. Henry w. Lyman together with excerpts of 
other correspondence relating to the establishment 
of the Hempstead House in New London, Connecticut 
as a shrine in honor of Miss ~a Hempstead Branch. 
Inasmuch as reference is made to your department I 
shall personally appreciate your advi~ing me with 
reference to -the matter. Thank you very much for 
you~ courtesy and-cooperation. 

JAD 
K.H. 

Faithfully yours, 

JOHN A. DANAHER 
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ADDRESS ONLY 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
THE DIREOTOR. NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 

April 11, 1940. 

~ dear Sena-tor, l'Janahera 

lteteNJJOe i.s made t.o your letter :et April l regarding a 
oommu.alcation reoeS:ved by you from Gownor liaymona 1. Daliwia 
wl th regard to. the possible eotablt shmnt ~of the Retgsbffd 
!!JD, Bew London. Conn.eotiout. ae a utional hhtoi'i.G site. 

Under the 1Uator1o Sites Acts or Auguat 21. 1955 (49 Jtat. 
686) the D~t o.f the lntorior we.a alrbhori&ed to. aaqui.re 
by doa&U~ or· purollaee PJ'ope.riy necessary to pl"ov14e for. the 
preservation 0£ uUOll&lq sigalftoant ·Matorio at tee.· •>ffo., · 
•0887• howevet• )las ever 1'eea appropnated under We aot for 
the pur~hasO· of' euoh a1 'toe. • 

We uo lia-ing the Bempatead Rouse. ror oonaideratiqain 
·oonneoi:lOll -.lth the !U.atorio Sites Survey being oon.duoted 'ader 
tu abon-meutiorwd act tor the putpt>se ot d•tw:-m11d.ag \J'ha.' 
•i tes &r-e eltgible under the law. ih:1.s structure will tihorefore 
be prteaeuwd to the Advtaory Board on latioaal Parka. Blatori.o 
St-tea. hildhga aD4 Yommenta when ~he hia'torl• theme wader 
wh1oh the Bempei:ead Bouae talle le raaohecl tn the oouse or 
-the 1-uney. 

Your interest ia this matte.r 1a appreoiated. 

apsLmh 

Sinoerel7 y0t1ra. 

lSG.D.,) RONAkll f:t_L~ 
Ronald r. Lee• 

Supervisor ot B1a'lor1o Sites. 




