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19 March'lLo

" Governor Raymond E. Baldwin
Executive Chambers
Hartford, Connecticut

My dear Governor Baldwin:

v Thank you very much for your letter of March

bth regarding the old Hempstead House in New London. I note from s let-
ter received from Mr. Edwards, State of Connecticut Development Commig—
sion,  to whom you referred the matter and copies of letters he has writ-
ten to prominent historical societies that he is also genuinely inter-
ested 1n this matter. ' :

- I have come to realize that I did not point
out another reason for preserving this house, but since I wrote you
several prominent members of the national noets' societies have been v
stressing the importance of preserving the Hempstead House ag the 1life~
long home of Anna Hempstead Branch whom they consider a foremost poet
of this century - whose fame is likely to greatly increase.in yeéars to
come , :

el , The Academy of American Poets in a sheet pub~
lished March 1lst states as follows - "BIRTHPLACE ~ It has been brought
to our attention that the birthplace of Anna Hempstead Branch, poet
and Founder of The Poet's Guild at Chhristodora House, who died in
- September, 1937, must be given up by her heirs. It would seem that this j
house, which 1s one of the oldest frame houses in Connecticut, (it is
the oldest) so noteworthy as to its antiquity, as the home of the Hemp-
stead family since 1643, and as the birthplace of the poet, should be
established as a shrine to Anna Hempstead Branch. It is hoped that
some perscn or persons will be found who can assist in this work. The
house is in New London, Connecticut.! :

The Academy algo calls attention fto a bill

Juat introduced in Congress for an appropriation to preserve the
birthplace of Joyce Kilmer in New Brunswick, N.J. The Committee
sponsoring this bill is composed of Governor Moore, Senator Barbour,
‘AJM. Sullivan and other nationally prominent men. One of this com-
mittee called upon me recently to inquire whether the State of Con-

"necticut could be interested in establishing the Hempstead House as
a shrine in honor of Anna Hempstead Branch as a poet as well as to
preserve it as an historic landmark.

In this connection it has also been brought
to my attention that there is a Federal fund that can be made avail-~
able for such purposes when properly presented and sponsored by the . - .
officials of g state and 1ts representative in Congress. This fund is.
spoken of as Natlonal Park Service, Washington. I am writing you about
it in the thought that an expression of your interest in the matter
conveyed by you to, our senators and representastives would be the best
approach for this purpose. ’
Again I wish to express my great appreciatibn

of e .
your -kind. interest. Very sincerely yours

Ehclosure : : Henry W. Lyman, Administrator
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. Enclosure; postscriot: These are copies of +*he type of letters re-

‘to get in tduch with you.!

‘ceived this da and recently - (14 of then,

; From The Colonial Dames of America:-"At the last meeting

Oof the Board of Managers the matter of saving the oldest frame house

in Conn. was brought to the members! attention. The members all thought
the house sounded most interesting and regretted that inasmuch as they
are now working to help save the Hemmond-Harwood House (built in 1771)
in Maryland, it would be impossible to start another venture at this’
time. Perhaps after the work of the Hammond- house is completed and
the 01d Hempstead House is still available, the Society would be in a
position to undertake the 0l1d Hempstead House as its next interest."

‘ ‘From Conn. Htate Federation of Women's Clubs, Mrs. Gorton,
Pres. - '"The Connecticut State Federation is interested in the preser-~
vation of 0ld houses, but has no fund for the purchase of any such
property as you outline. - I would suggest that you call the attention
of the New London Historical Society to your house."

From a friend, Mary Miller, the wife of the owner of the wire fence
mills in Georgetown, Conn. - "As for the D.A.R. finances, they always
have thelr money spent several times over, before it is earned, so it
seems to me. But, of course, if they really want a thing encugh they
always manage to get it, byiputting the right person at the head of
the project.! ‘ '

From Judge Dorothy Kenyon, New York City - "Thank you for letting me
know about Hempstead House. I wish I knew of any way to assist in pre-
serving the property which 1s of such historic interest, However I
don't know of any groups that might be interested and am not in a posi-
tion myself to do anything about if. Incidentzlly Anna Hempstead
Branch was one of ‘the most distinguished alumnae of my own college

of 8mith:; I heard of her name almost from the first moment of my go-
ing to Smith. I wish I knew of some groups with whom I might put you
in touch -~ it 1is a great pity that the house must be sold. I shall
bear what you say in mind and if I hear of any groups I will tell them

From Dr., Fox, President of Union College, Schenectady - "I wish I
could be helpful in some suggestion as to an organization which would
purchase the Hempstead House for proper preservation. I have searched
my mind as fully as I could without any real result. It occurs to me
that the man who might know of a Conni organization which would take
an interest in such a project is Prof. Andrews of Yale. I have taken
the ‘liberty of sending your letter to him with a covering note." (Prof.
Andrews reply to Dr. Fox) "There are two organizations, the object of
which are the preserwvation of old houses. One, The Society for the
Preservation of New Eng. Antiquities, the other for Conn. only The
Antiquarian & Landmarks Society. I should think that the latter more
likely to be of help. Mr. Lyman ought to get into touch with it -as
soon as possible. I do not believe that it will do more than help

to preserve old houses. I hope that these suggestions will be of

gservice. !

From Eric M. North, American Bible Society - (Referring to old osk

Bible Box) "While this 1is not the sort of thing the small Library

budget could be used on, it would make quite an effective exhibit{
holding a Bible of the period, showing the place and use of the .Bible
in early American homes. It could be used in one of our Park Avenue

)
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; windows ocoasionally and might find a permanent place among the eX— -
hibits on our first or second floors. A little plate could show the

v connection between Miss Branch.-and her poem and the Bible ‘BOX ——- we

- should be very glad to give it a proper and apprOerate permanent: home“

From Arthur Adams, Trlnity College Hartford - W4I remember the home of
the late Anna Hemustead Branch, as I remember heralso. I have not been’
inside. the house, however. It should be by all means preserved as it
is a most remarkable and interesting relic of Colonlal times. : I wish

I could afford to purchase it for a summer home. I don't know who
could buy it. None of the hereditary-patriotic societies have the
money, They are having a hard time to keep going these days. It ought
to be bought by the Soc. for the Preservatlon of New Eng. Antiquities
@ar the somewhat similar soc. in Conn.

I ik

I kpow the - latter society at least hasn't the money. If I should think
of anything hopeful in the way of a suggestion as to a purchaser, I will
write .you again., It would be a calamity to have the house destroyed or
fall into unappreciative hands."

From Dr. Phillips, Curator; Gallery of Fine Arts, Yale Univerity R
wigh to thank you for your kindness in wkiting me about the 01d Hemp-
stead House, and regret exceedingly that we have no funds here with
‘which to- make possible the perpetuation of this important landmark.

I should urge, however, that you write the Antiquarian & Landmarks
Society, as I should think this would be very important fo them."

From C. 8. Brigham, Director, American Antiquarian SBociety, Worcester,

‘Mass. - "We have received your communication regarding the sale of

/%he Hempstead House at New London. This is a national library of hlg~
orical reference soléy, and we are interested only in the puwrchase of

printed materisl to increase our collections. I assume that you have -
already communicated with the Boclety for the Preservation of New Eng.

Antiquities in Bosbpn'.

,From Morgan M. Brainard, President, Aetna Life Insurgnce Co.-'" T have
read with interest your letter of February 15th. I hope =mome way can
be found to preserve the Hempstead House and its contents for future
generatlons. Thank you for brlnging it to my attention.!

From Harold M. Hine, Secretary, Conn. Soolety Sons of American Revolu-
tion - "I have received your letter of Feb. 21 respecting the Hemp~ :
stead House in New London and have referred it to Mr. Elmer H. Spauld—;
ing. In addition to being President of dur Boclety, HMr. Spaulding is
vitally interested 'in things historicel in New London."

{(No reply from Mr. Spaulding received)

From Winslow Ames, Lyman Allyn Museum, New London - "Yesterday when
I was tlaking with my friend Mr. Philip Hankey we fell on the subject
of the Hempstead House. The conversation has moved me to write you
to exprese the hope that the house and its contents will be preserved
. ‘together. Not only is the house in part an important legacy from the
late 17th century; it is also an even more interesting record of the
aceretions of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries upon the original
building. The fact that the house stayed in one famlily and that some

R s e
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0f the furniture has not left the house since it ceme in -~ and
'may indeed have been made there -~ contributues enormously to the

sense that one gets in the house of the influence of the past on the

 present, -The building itself, with its ells and other additions,

the furniture- whether o0ld or recent, the associations with the whole
chain of occupants from the first Hempstead to Anna Hempstead Branch;
these are all inextricable parts of the total personality. The fur-
niture for example, 1is extremely pleasant, standard furniture of sev-
eral periods, nome of it highly unusual, none of it belonging to the
sort that people are pleased to call "museum pieces!" none of large
market velue; but it is necessary to the house, and the house is

necessary to the conténts. -It would do awful violence to the inter-
- est and value of the whole 1f they were separated. I think I may ex-

press dquite unofficially the hope of many New London people that a

whole that 1s so much greater than the sum of its parts may be spared

to us.! :

]

From Mr. Davis, Davis, Lee, Walker & Wright, Attorneys, Hartford =

"Tn reply to your letter of March 12th relative to the sale of the .
Hempstead Homestead in New London, I write to say that I feel quite
certain that the Soclety of Mayflower Descendants in the Btate of
Connecticut is not interested in the purchase of this property.”

. . - . " W . .
- FProm Business Manager, Association of the Junion Leagues of America,

‘Inc.,. Waldorf Hotel. "There ig no Junior League in New London, Conn,
and no one in the organization who has any responsibility for this
territory. Therefore, I am unable to cooperate with you in the man-
ner suggested by your letter of March S5th."
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{, WILLIAM H: KING, UTAH
M. M, REELY, W. VA,
PATRICK MECARRAN, NEV.
mmmxldt VAN NUYS, IND.
CARL A.JHATCH, N. MEX.
EDWARD R. BURKE, NEBR,
KEY PITTMAN, NEV.
TOM CONNALLY, TEX.
JOSEPH C. 0°'MAHONEY, WYO,
JAMES H, HUGHMES, DEL.
JOHN E. MILLER, ARK.
A, B. CHANDLER, KY.

T, ARIZ.,

' GEORGE W. NORRIS, . JR.
WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT.
30HN A. DANAKER, CONN.
ALEXANDER WILEY, W18,

e Alnited Bates . Henate

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

AL PARK g7y
g\\\ RECEIVED /Qc

- 1940

DIRECTOR

%

Arno B. Cammerer, Director .
‘National Park Service .
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr.'Cammerer:

I am encloging a copy of a letter
directed to Governor Raymond E. Baldwin by
Mr. Henry W. Lymen together with excerpts of
other correspondence relating to the establishment
of the Hempstead House in New London, Connecticut
as a shrine in honor of Miss Anna Hempstead Branch.
Inasmuch as reference is made to your department I
shall personally appreciate your advigsing me with
reference to the matter. Thank you very much for
your courtesy and cooperation.

Feithfully yours, |
JAD ‘ JSOUN A, DANAHER
K [ ) H * »
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

TNE DIREGTOR, NATIGNAL PARK SERVICE

April 18, 1940.

Bon. John A, Danaker,
United States Sonate.
By dear Seumator Damahers

Heforonoe 3o made to your letier of April 1 regarding a
communication received by you from Govoruor HRaymoud B« Baldwin
with regard to tho possible ostnblishment of the Hempstead
Hounp, Yew London, Connecticul, &s a national historie site.

Under the Bistorioc Siteas Aot of August 21, 1985 (49 Stat.
886) the Dupartment of the Intorior was auwthorigzed to asquire
by domatisn or purohezee property necessary to provide for the
presorvation of natiomally significant historie sites. fip.
zonoy, however, has over beom appropristed under this aet for
the purehass of guch sites.

¥o ars listing the Bampstead Bouse for consideration in
‘commestion with the Hi{storie Sites Burvey being condusted wnder
the above-mentionsd act for the purpose of debermining what
sites aro eligible under the law. This structere will thorefore
bs presented o the Advisory Board or National Farks, Historic
84ten, Bulldinge and Honuments when the higtori¢ theme under
whieh the Hompstead House falle ig reached in the eourse of

~ the Burvey.

Your intercat in this watter is appresiated.

Sineerely yours, J

(SGD.) RONALD i LER 0 35
Eonald P« Lue,
Suporvisor of Historie Sitese.

apsimh





