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CONVENIENT TO THE .JATIO~ 

ASIDE from the historical siGni ficance of locat-

ing t he memo ria l in Tampa, th e vast army of seasonal 

visitor s to Florida will en j oy the opportunity of 

vi sit i ng a National Park so ini mitably associat ed with 

t he heroes of the Spanish War , to go back over the 

years and r ecall the a cts of service and the sacrifices 

made i n th e cause of freedom . Th is , indeed , would be 

a na tiona l shrine for t hEl Ameri,can peop l e , i n asmuch as 

t he Spa nish War not on ly d i d not invol ve sectionalism, 

~it acted as one of the strongest factors in tying 

t ogether a nation torn asunder b y sectional strife less 

t han t hi rty years befo re . The mere fact that hundreds 

of thousands of visitors come to Florida annual ly woul d 

i nsure its bei~g appr e ciated a nd en j oyed by a large 

proportion of the popul ation o f the country during the 

years to come . 

TAMPA i s conven i ent to t he nation . One hundred 
I ' 

miJ.li rm out of our total popul e ti on of one h undred a,nft 

twenty- two million are withi n thirty hours or less of 

t his city . 

THE fol lowine map shows the relative distance 

from Tampa to the large centers of the United States . 
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NATION-WIDE' INTEREST 

THE ·interest and approval manifes t ed throughout 

the nation in the establishment of a permanent War 

Memo rial in Tampa , commemorating the War with Spain, 

is demonstrated in letters received from t h e 

Governors of 29 of the States . There are i ncluded 

herein copies of a few of such letters received from 

Governors in various sections of the cou ntry . In 

addition to the endorsement of the American Legion, 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and practically all of 

the nationally known patriotic societies in the United 

States, the Government of Cuba has displayed unusual 

interest, and has indicated that as so on as a site has 

been designated by the National Government, the Cuban 

Government will erect a suitable memorial to those 

American citizens who gave their services in behalf of 

the freedom of Cuba . 
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DOYl..E e: . CARl..T?N 
covcqNOR 

,. 

• 
STATE O F Fl..OR I OA 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

TAl..l..A.HASSEE 

August 14. li>30 

To the Commander in Chief 
Members of Staff and 11el!lberi:; 
United Spanish Wat Veterans 

In convention Assembled 
Philadelp_hia 
Pennsylvania 

Sirs : 

I desire to express the gratitude 
of the people of our Sta.te to your Organization 
for selecting the City of Tampa, Florida, as the 
Spanish Wa~ Memorial Monument City of the United 
States. 

We, . of course, feel that you have ' 
made the appropriate selection but wish to assure 
you of our deep gratitude. Fuxthermore, we wish 
to give you a ssurance of complete cooperation on 
the part of the State Government and of the citizens ) 
throughout. the State in making this an outstanding 
achievement for your most deserving organization.,,.. 

DEC: ab 

.. ' 



FRANKLIN 0. ROOSEVELT 

GOVERNOR 

E. J. Weil, Esq., 

,. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
ALBANY 

J"ul.7 22, 1930. 

Past Department Commander, 
General Joe Wheeler Camp No. ~. 
United Spanish War Veterans, 
Tampa, Florida. 

My dear Commander: 

·I have your letter ot J\lly 16 and am in hearty 
accord with the suggestion that a National Monument 
be erected in recognition ot the service ot the 
United Spanish War Veterans. Of course, I am 
rather limited in ID1 authority to do anything at the 
moment, as I believe that suoh a movement on the 
part of the state o:f.' New York would have to be 
initiated 1n the Legislature, and that bodJ' will 
not convene until J'anuary 7, 1931. 111' suggestion 
at the moment would be to have )"our New York state 
Organization discuss the matter with the legislative ~ 
leaders with the end in view ot having the necessary 
legislation introduced. 

You may be sure that I am happy to cooperate . / 
with 7ou and the Governor ot our sister sta~es in 
bringing your proposal to a successful conclusion. 

VerJ" sincerely yours, 

.. 

~,/fi;.)6?~ 



I\. W. NORBLAD 
GOVERNOR 

,. 

STATE OF Ol;EGON 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

SALEM 

July 24,1930 

Mr. E. I Weil,Past Department Commander, 
United Spanish War Veterans, 
Tampa, Florida. 

Dear Afr. Weil.: 

I am in receipt of your letter of 
Ju~ 19th and note what you therein say. 

I personally shall be very glad to 
lend my cooperation toward the erection or a 
moDument at Tampa as you suggest. So rar as I 
know, no publicity has been given to this 
movement in this state, and I am taking up 
the matter with the State Department Commander 
asking him to g~t in touch with me so that we 
can po~sib~ start· some movement toward this 
state's becoming interested,as you suggest. 

Yours very truly~ . A / 

~· 
Governor. 

. ) 

.,,· 
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ARTHUR 1 .. .l.WEAVER 
GOV ERNOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

July 19, 1930 

Mr. E. I. Weil, Past Dept • . 
Com~~nder, Dept. of Florida, 

.United Spanish War Veterans, 
Tampa, Florida, 

Personal 

My dear Mr. Weil: 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter advising that Tampa 
Florid.a has been designated as the city in which th~ govern
ment will erect a memorial to the United Spanish War Veterans, 
and that it is desired that each state shall erect a monument 
in the National Park· to ~er favorite son of the days of 1898. 

I wish you ·and the Veterans organization success in this under
taking, and if I can be of assistance in any manner. I would be 
glad to give aey- help possible. ~· 

Thanking ;you for ~iting and with best wishes, I am 

Very truly yours, 

Governor 
b 
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JE~.e.c.utiiu :ilqaduu.td 

Atla::nta 

b&._ __ --

l!:nutnThiu t;. !laronum 
. OOVERN~R ' 

_,OHN 9. WILSON 
NtVAtC NCUfAll" 

MATTIE H, CAllU"NOTON 
'HC•fTAAY C•CCu••vc DC.._ ... , ... 

July 19, lllO. 

Hon. E. J. We11 1 Chairman, 
State Monument Oolhm1ttee 1 
408 Wallace s. Bldg., 
Tampa 1 Fla. 

!lv dear Mr. Weil: 

I am in reoeipt ot your letter 
ot JuJ.y 13th in which you present the matter 
ot every state ih the Union ereottng a monument 
to her tavori.te son ot the days ot 1898, in the 
city ot Tampa. 

I have referred rour let~er to 
Hon. Max Land, asking him to take this matter 
up with )u&.i. 

Wishing you all the auooess poasib~e 
in this noble undertaking, I am 

Sinoerel-y yours, 

Governor 

f'• 

I~ 
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MAS. LUL-A WiMBE~LY. 
PRIVATE SltCRCTAAY 

0 

(_) 

,, 

MIS~ 1s·s IPPI 
·. ~~ 

.: ··~1r~\ 
_EXECUTIVE/~~;;.~. DEPARTMENT 

. ~.z~-;; 

.~~ 

JACKSON 
THltO. O. lllLllO 

AOVl:RNOR 

July. 17th., 1950 

Mr.· B •• I. "eil, 
408 Wallace s. Building, 
_Tampa, Florida 

My dear Mr~ We~l: 

You have but to command me and I shall coop.!rate 
in every way possiple with the Spanish War Veterans 
in having a moaument to one of our soldiers of· t·he 
Spa-nish American liar placed in the Park in Tampa, 
Florida. While it was not my privilege to ·serve in 
th1R war, I feel that I am one of the boys. 

GOVERNOR. 
TGBaRM 
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STATE OF INDIANA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

INDIANAPOLIS 

HARRY G.La:sua: 
OOY&ltNOR 

Mr. E. X. Weil 
408 Wallace s. Building 
Tampa t norida 

Dear Sir:,.~ 

luq 25, 193> 

W1 th· further reference to J'Our letter ot the 
14th instant, Governor Leslie directs me to advise you that 
he Will be glad to cooperate with the Spanish War Veterans 
in every way possible, in OODDectlon. 111.th the monument to 
be erected in the Nation.al Memorial Park in your city. 

M:L 
OayloDl s. Morton 

Seonta17 to the Oowrnor I~ 

• ,I 

·I 

I 



MYata Y. Cf"OPIC1' 
OOVEANOA 

STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBU~ 

:Mr. E. J. ':"f eil • 
Past Dept. CoDIDailder, Dept. ot ?la., 
United Spanish War Veterans, 
Tempa, Fla. 

De~ Mr. \Yeil 1 

July 26, 19~P 

In reply to your letter or July 16 to the 
Governor with -regard to the J'rOpoS ed Da tional monument 
to Spanish War Veterans desired for Tampa, Florida: 

The Governor has been desirous of extend
ing every possible cooperation to veterans organizations 
and he will be pleased to.have· more def'inite infonnatio~ 
on.this subject, and to discuss it with the Spanish War 
Veterans or our state when opportunity is af'forded to do 
ao, 

Not very long ago the State erected a monument 
in memory or ·Spaid.sh \far Veterans on· the west side of' the 
State House in Columbus. 

Very tru~yours, _ 

~ 
Secretary o the Governor. 

~ . 

• J 
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HEADQUARTERS 

.DEPARTMENT OF U;rAH 

11lniteb &pantsti liar llitera1111 
ROBERT H. HARD!N. Deimtment Commander 

1006 South 14th But Street 
SaJtLakeC~ 

HENRY KLENKB. Adjutant 
l 088 Den•or Street 

Salt Lake Cltr 

CHAS. 0. FORSLUND, Quartermaster 
818 Cho.so A•enue 

Salt Lake CltY 

SALT LAD UTAH llon:mmR 21 1930 

HONORABI,J: G~ORGE H D~ 
GO'WmNOR STAD OF UT.All 
r:IALT LAD CITY UTAH 

Dear Sir. 

The United Spanish War Veterans in cqnvent1on assembled at 
Denver,ColoradoLSeptember I929,4esignated Tampa1 Florida,as the city 
to receive the Bational Monument, to be erected ~Y our Government to 
the United Spanish War Veterans: re-enactment ot same at Philadelphia 
Convention August 1930. 

In addition to the monument to be erected by our Governmen~, 
the Cuban Government will build a beaut'itul Kemorial Hall. 

The United Spanish War Veterans have acquired a space ot 
ground ot one hundred acres in the heart ot the City of Tampa, to be 
converted into a Natioual Memorial Park, in which they desire the 
erection, by every State in the Union,ot a monument to her tavorite 
son in tne daye ot 1898. 

All Camp15 of the Department of Utah United Spanish War Veterans 
have placed themselves on record as being ln favor ot this project as 
outlined above,and r•specttul~y solicit your co-operation in the reali
zation of same. 

No State in ~he Union can point with greater pr1tte to the deeds 
01 ner favorite sona in the Spanish War, than can the- State of Utah, the 
memory of which should never be rorgotten,and no greater tribute co1lld 
be paid to the memo.ry of Utah'• eons who made the Supreme._Sacr~.ice, 
than a fi tt.ing monument erected by the State of Utah, in the National 
Memorial Park at Tmnpa,Flort4a. · 

I·' 

UTAH SHOULD lmSl?OlJD tO !HIS APPJ:KL AS·DlD HE SONS IN'I898 
WDRJ: THERJ: IS l!BRIT.tDRK SHOULD S RJ:WARD. 

Trusting this to meet •1th your respectful considdoati·on and 
sincere co-operation 

Reepeotfully yours 

Atteet 

()( l(tq ... 4~- -

~i-/f;;!1<JV¥lV'-----
Department Commander 

. Department Ad.-1utant 



, .. 

8TATB OF NEVADA 

BXBCUTIV¥ CllAMllBll 
CA..,..Cft'T 

" . J'117 23; :lno. 

l!r. F.. J. we i1, Oor:mander, 
Department of 'Florida, u.s.w.v. 
408 ~allace s. »ldg. 
'!'ampa, Plorida 

l!y dear Cominander: 

~ direction of' His ~cellency, 
P. 3. 3alzar,. l'}overnor, recei,t is acknowledged of 
yours of.the 15th inst., ·callin:~ attention to the 
actJon of the lJati~l ~onvention of Spanish ~:~ar Vet
erans in :>enver Colorado, Septembv 1929, in de81gnating 
,-ou~ ·city io receive the National" ro~ent to be erected 
by tb,.e !"ederal· ~..OTernment in honor of the Ud ted S'Panish 
:.r/ar Veterans. 

A cop7 ot this letter has been re
ferred to· "the local 'Poat ~ommander, u.s. ·.::. Y •, for their 
lntorrnatt.on, mi4 I am directed to say that the. Governor 
\. .. 111 be very glad' to cooperate by every, means within his 
pt."9r in an endeavor to have Yevaaa rep~sented by a·mon
U.M ln your lfatl~nd )femorl·al l'ark. 

Shollld the ~overnor be re-elected to 
his preeent poet tion, he WS.11 be glad to recommend in ~is 
biennlaJ, sneHa~ to the Legislature, that provision~: be 
made ·for the erection of suoh a ·monumen't. 

Conve,-lnP" to you the 
sorial well wiahea, I- ain 

Governor. 

f.i 

.J 

,. . 

. 
~' 
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JOHN C. PHILLIPS 
. ' GOVERNOR 

1E~ttuh\tt @ffitt HARRY E. PEIRCE 

.§tatt Jiout 
lllto.ma, ~rfaona 

July 31st 1930 

1q dear Sirs 

Your favor of July i3th was received at this office 
some dqs ago, and I have been trying to get some 
information relative to the matter referred too 

I am informed that a resolutJ,on was pa88ed at the 
Thirty-first l'ational Encampment at Denver which 
favored the erection ot a suitable monument at Tampa, 
Florida, to the memo17 of the Spanish War veterans. 

It does not appear to me from the context of the 
resolution passed that this matter necessitates 
attention on the part of the atate. It seems to be 
an undertaking of the federal government. If there 
is 8.JlTthing I can do to help in the matter I shall 
be glad to render assistance, but I am informed that 
it was approved bJ' the Arizona Department at the 
time the resolution was paHede 

Veey sincerely 7ours, 

Governor 

11r. E. I. Weil, Paet Dept. Commander 
General Joe Wheeler Camp No. 2 

·:,United Spanish War ·veterans 
Tampa, Florida 
·.· ·1 

SECRETARY 
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TAMPA·, Fl-,ORIDA 

ON PROPOSED DEVELOP!<lENr ... 
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lt1Jl'O!Y or WA,.IOlfAL &PAIISK-.wtm1CA1J WA.I 1411!0iUAl. 

Deoeaer 10; 1-.te '11 a d.ate memorable in the hiatoq of 

bo'1l On.be ancl Uie 'Onitecl st~ies, tor tbo treat1 algned betwee.o \Ile 

lat1ier eountr'l am Spain oa that 4tq· pu:t aa. on4 to aative •artan 

between thoee two oou.ntries and 1.alnU'Od the 1n4epenclenoe of '1le 

people ot Cua. Frm that da, to the presen"t tiroo• then !aa8 

exietad AO B1.0Btorlal ot a riaUoml oharaoter \ o oownemorate ~ 

~emo eaoritioe of thoee American cit1s0Jle uho 41e4 ill ille 

8panisb-Amer1oM. War an4 to a7oibolbe tbe aocomplie 

eaAa ro~ which tbe7 strove. 

At the time or the War, there •·AA~,.,.~iJ.""'411.M!nu:.. 

email low-lJ"leg lslede• one of ~- ... -....-... eleaa, 

ealle4 b7 t;be local P8oPle "O~( I•lan4 

patobee of land were hl'El1¥ vial\_~ / t 111 tieheraien, an4 

llefQl'e tbe W.l' waH~ ~,\-uas plaoe u& ·- ot 

119SO\iatle11s lilet tll.a patr1r 8 Of ~II aD4 tJ!slr Alllerlc&lll 

fl1RP&th1~!· \ /F-war v waa d.oo1111'84t there 4eYolopeC llYV 

D!B~\ on the a«Jf1811t 111al.nlaJJI ea exte11~1Ye tea\ eU7, aa eaoaap-

111111~~~/•1¥ ot eal18'e4 me 111 U.lJdll& ptGp&rato17 to 

their~~ tor aotln aen1c• lJl cua. fhlul fampa Hoa.me•~. 
oenter of all war aoti 'f1 '1' and. the aoe21u of evente 1mponan" la' ' 

. I 

the hlator7 ot a people•e etruggle for 11ber\y. 

In tbo 7ear 1924, tariaa 'he »er1o4 ot Ploricla'a"'· 

aatlve reel estate clevelOJ1!191l'• mie far-algh'd ID&ll ooaeo19'e4 an 

enena 1 ve ocheme vhlch • 1&81q Qraaa7 Ielaad. aa a naolou. otll.184 

for the oonstruot1on of a larger area of enttroq new ma4a land 
'• 

to be bullt o'f aaate ot f8'DIA Ba.Y• J>Nttgee aa4 pumps oompletei 

/ 
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theit' •ori:, and \he ~el.and • rro.??1 1iha' tit?:IG en oalled Davie 

leland U:t bonor ot 1te o~1g1.nator, wo.s eoon dovoloped wtth 

e.ttracUve res14eDCea, elu~s, a~mente a® hotels. 'fhooe 

••re f'ollond b1 a :'lm1cipal Airpor' for 'he olty ot !nya 

~ a lbuie!pal 11oap1W. . 

WUb 'he S-HlDG ot the JOA?'•; ~be larse c 
Spenieh Var- Y.teraaa have b.CQlll8 lncmtd1JJB11 tn~·~ 

the 01't•t10ll "t an appro.Prlate Spanieh-AJau' 

to recall tbt bln«1cal dOltiea.nco or ~. neut. 

v9'enna ln Wa\icmal c:onw~1•• Goftl'Jloi' Jolm •• JtanlA ot tlle 

Sta~e of ~l<.>r14A ep;ointed 11r. O.orse· 1. 8onll or taapa u 

state Che.1l'UA ot tbe p_reposed Spanieh War bmorlal Comlltt .. \i 

Kl'. Jt-aftll .ha• '8N. nappo1ated bl Gonnora J>o7l• Carltoa, 

./ 

Dav14 Sholt& an4 h'-4 1. Cone. Jlr. B. t. W•11 ot ~M!Pa. CbAJ.Nan 

ot ~· fet•raia Wa'1cnal C41:D1\tree. hu "110 eeno4 on t.ba 

Jlomodal QQllllls'$ee tor t. DWll'bctt ot ,earo. and :bo-th ot 'hee& •..n 

ha•e woi'ked untJ.rlngl,J io bri~ to r"11t.7 the 4nelopent of 
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tldo ... ,.., Jia,1~ JIGatolAl. . 

he •JOOift• aite oaloOW oa the tlJ et Davie 

ISlaad. laaa laGG ,_.... 'b.r the o1 v of 1-.,a aat v111. at 

t1ae llOJSI' '*•be 4GOde4 to tile Fe4eftl.8ovoNtMtt. JroaonlJJe 

a. 11. i. ~ • ltfv• of ,._ baa 1teea lae1fnwoatca1 Sa We 

........ - tile olv. 

BDD1¥1 qr ms ro1 srAJllS!:f!!l!a1 ua·...w. 
, ............. -u.aa ......... u .... 

b .......... '" ot ,.,.. 181..0., •lllo1l ..... 

epJHdlattas eao aone. at i• allna la \118 llatAl''6aA£·1"°'108llUll 

CMIG &. 

_.... a &ttnetl•e 11d4p leal 

'119 ... , - ... ·~---

~. r 
....... • OM d4e '1' • at'aotl" Solt ooane, lido• S.t --

,._. *' ... of ,. lremtrtal. '° ............ , ... """ 
...... a«t la t!&8 »ftCUI Of..,... •• · 

fte dte, ....... tile ., et ed•'lal ... ,, .. ~· 

·oa taee a. 11 ......_~J.r lewel. ldtlM Ula ,...,. •IDG tlle 

l.eleaf hal lleea .,.tet. 1tnet1 ua tl&mlkt, u 8hollll ta the 

--~. ltavt 'Hen ooanru.otel, aa4 utlll" 1tu1 tel' ffHI' 

tBllRl• U4 ·itoa) w wator lan bee• tutaue1. no IUe9'I 
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haye '9en ,1anted with pabaa ~114 wtt'b olea=d.~rs 1 ••4 the 1lte 

l'beelt bas boon d.nelo:ped w1 tb aondd&nble planUnga or 

Euoal1ptua and A~ttraltan Ptne. 

fhlfl e1 te h ~lly proteotea 1Jf a ftbsunt 1al sea 

•all onct hAs 'been ratted to a level bqon4 &.JV altnormal Ute 

aon4 Uions. Ae sh own \17 the ke.J 1a&P on pase a, the area tao•• 

ttpcm ttampa Bq. toold.q to the uouthtfen aoross tbls Ja,, «JU 

11ees the new !ampa loulevn'd OP lbw• tront tnyo whtoh foll•• 

the Ba;r for mtlee. tn a IO'lltb.erl.7 41raoUon, the y 

openvater 19'1tlng t•art the hlf. 

t!ewlepneat ot this kln4. 

ebftltt. han etftltle epaoe toJ- \he Uaplq ~ tOOU1811te an4 other . / 

eutbl~• ooaearnect. with tbe oausea, the prosecrat1oa1 aa4 tho 
~· 

nn>.ta et the &panlllh-Amerloan war. !hero ehouJ.4 aln lte 

proytelon •ltldn \h9 Muse• for reamoh etud7 of tho important 

to.ta to be aeaeabled Sa this area. It f1n'ther aeema 4eelrallle 

that there .~heuld be P1'ovi4e4 epaoe a4Jaeat to \he lfltaftm, an4 

at ot 4oora, tor 'h• Heplq ~ noh t.raportan' nllor. fr• ti. 

~ ,·? 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR MEMORIAL AS SEEN FROM ABOVE HILLSBOROUGH BAY. 
THE AREAS TO EITHER SIDE OF THE PROPOSED MU SEUM ARE FOR DISPLAY OF ARMY AND NAVY RELI CS. 



Anw BD4 tile Uaq·aa '8DDOt 'e 4le,plar4J4 to ........ wt_.. ea 
. . 

' 
~4 _atn.otve. l!len cdletl.14 a1ao 1-e pftYlaton for aaeem1»Ji" 

ot·ga\!f.ert.qa ot Gonsldenltlc el~ 1te\tl wttlda aa4 ata14e ta 

nuuaa. 
Suab reueatloui taollltloe as are.e~lltle aith 

the nemortal ohdachl' ot Ude " &dt.ft14 \la pHV"S4e4. 'IJ&e 
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THE FIRST FLOOR PLAN uF THE PROPOSED NATIONAL 
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THE GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF THE PROPOSED NATIONAL SPANISH
AMERICAN WAR MEMORIAL SHOWING AUDITORTIJM , REFERENCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION FACILITIES. DI RECT ACCESS FROM: THE PARK 
HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR USE OF THE TOILET FACILITIES. 
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