"IHE CLIFFS" -- KENTUCKY
Proposed New Park Area
Recommended for Purchase under

Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act
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#THE OLIFPS® -—- EKENTUCKY
Proposed New Paric Area

LA B B B O B B N R IR N A

Leocation of the Area:

The avea known as "Fhe Cliffs" is located in southwestern
Kentugky in the cormers of Tedd,

Counties, the majority lying in Todd County. This is a
distance of 56 wiles north of Neshville, Tennessee, 85
niles south of Fvansville, Indians, and 1885 niles south-
wost of Louisville, Nentueky. The area can be easily reached
»mmmmmlwu hard surfeced. at-
tached map indicates loeation in State, No date iz at hand
to prepare a proposed boundery map. This meterial will be
forwarded as soon as it ¢an be obtained. WHowever, the area
is estimated to contain hetween S5000 snd 7500 agres of
subnarginal lands.

Deseription of the Present Land Use and of the Land-Use

This area is cut uwp by spproximately 25 to 25 miles of ra-
vines ranging from 30 to 300 feet deep, and bounded by
perpendicular bluffs., The lani on the flats above the
ravines is very poor, most of it wnfit for farming. PFingers
from the larger ravines gut back into the fields anéd the
eultivation of the land only encoursges erosion.

The gountry is thinly populated and very 1ittle farming ie
undertaken. Wheat, corn and some tobecco is reised. A few
acres are cultivated in the floor of the canyons, but what
1ittle is raised is dAifficult to teake out, The erosion of
the strean in the canyon often cuts wp the flalde and des-

troys the erops,

Thile there is a large quantity of fine timber in the can-
yons, there is only a fringe of good %timber remaining around
the rim. JMost of this has been cut for commereial purposes,
There remains, however, a nice growth of small timber,




7.

The chiaf reasons for purchese of the ares are:

A. To set aside and preserve this splendid and
interesting area which is belng rapidly
vandalized

B. o retire and reforest the barren amd wne
fertile lands and %o overcome erosion

0. The purchase of the land (which ¢ould herdly
be sold for other purposes) will give the
inhabitants an opportunity to relocate on
nore sultable farming lande

D. Stop the waste and devastation of man-made
fires in the area

E, See attached letter from Park Diredtor

The area is thinly populated. As an estimate ten percent
(10€) of the land is nsed for farming; thirty percent (301)
used for grazing and pasture. The remainder is good land
but is used for little elss other than hunting and trepping.
However, @uring susmer seasons many pienlcers and nature
lovers visit the Cliffe.

Poeition of the
oF LOFaan 3
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Avea with Respect

to Areas How Under Some Form

RN Py

Fifty niles from Resettlement Project in Chrietian County
Eentucky, Nome other known to be near the 01Liffs.

¥e believe this area should be set sside for a State Park and
maintained by the State Divielon of #tate Parks. (See atiamched
letteors by the State Parkt Director and Sgate Supervisor,
Recreation Study, and Technicians)

Estinated soresge of "Submarginal" Land that Should be
Eetired by Parchase;

There are perhaps 2000 seres of land now being used for gras-
ing and farming that should be retired. There are approximately
3000 additional ascres of land that are idle due to thelr

ruggedness.

-



Thie land should be purchased at an average of $25.00 per
acre, or less.

9 - 10, QOther Lands Fropoged for Purchese

Aoproximately 3000 acres of e¢liffs and canydns, including
timber, should not expeed $15,00 per acre.

Estimated 2000 azgres "Submarginal®
Land @ $25,00 per scre $50, 000, 00

fstimated 300C secres Other Land
® $15.00 per scre
TOTAL for BOO0 seres

The recrsation survey hes not been completed in Kentueky, dut
an sxoerpt from a letter by Mr. Fred M. Mutchler, State
Supervisor, is attached, wherein he recommende "The Cliffs"

for a much needed area %o take care of the recreational require-
mente of northwestern Tenneseee snd southwestern Kentueky,

There follows letters end gomments from various techanicians
enfl others, who for yeare have worked to have "The Cliffe®

get sside as & scenic and recrestion aren that can be pre-

served to posterity.

If this proposal merits consideration, every offort will h
made to furnish any data requested.

- Walta 6.
¥alter 3.
Adninistrative Inspector - Kentueky




PHE FOLLOVWING IS5 AN EXCERPT FROM COMMENTS ON NEW AREAS MADE
BY FRED ¥, MUTCHLER, STAVE SUPERVISOR, RECREATION SPUDY:

¥1t is believed that this is a most excellent opportunity to
again encourage the asquisition of the area inown as The
mm.unmnmmm The Recreation Study in
Tennessee has reached the stage whers it is possidble to mske
detailed analysis of needs. ¥%e have definitely shown that
there is an immedinte need for an area of large size located
80 as to serve holiday end week-send needs, in a scernic setting,
somewhere north of Nashwville. OSuch an area is uneeded not
only as sn outlet for Nashville, but to swply the needs of
several rather important towns, such as Clarksville and
Springfield, Tenneesee, and Hopkinsville and Bowling Green,
Kentugky. ¥We have shown & tentative loscation for sush an
area northwest of Springfield, Tennsssee, Ve have also
ghown that an area is needed some seveniy-five miles southe
wost of Hashwille,

It is not believed that lands in the vieinily of Springfie
will qualify under the conditions of the Bankhead-Jones
Tenant Act. We are not therefore submitting at this time
any proposals noréh of Nachwille,

It is felt that The ClLiffs area, whioh would qualify as
submaerginal lend and whieh we all know to have excellent
park qualifications, would therefore meet this need. We
would suggest, in view of these facts, that the Todd County
mfw given initisl rating in your recommendation for
new .




March 16, 1958,

Hrs Wolter Bs Binge, Inspee
 ¢  ,v'W"W
Frankfort, Rentucky
M!r-m

o our recent conversstion with referemce to the fessibili
taking over the ares known ag the Cliffs in nerthern T

¢ m'mumuuumrmaummmm
ment retires this aren from cultivation, will say thet the area is
MMMMQMMMMMuuHum‘
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USITED STATES
DEPAATVEBET OF R INTERIQR
WATIOHAL PARX SERVICOR -
Oreat Smokey Lountains Hational Park
Gatlinburg, Yennessee

Elkmont, Tenneasee
June 7, 1937

Mr. ¥alter B, Ringo, Inspector
Hatlonal Park Service
Hariemont Inn

Cinginnati, Ohie

Dear Mr. Ringo:

Dy, B, Luch Breaun of the Botany Department of the University
of Cinelnnati has expressed interost in the Cliffs Apea near Mlkion
and plans to visit the area with me June 15 and 16, as indicated on
copy of enclosed letter. Dr, Braum, as you know, has been sgtive
in the "Save Xentucky's Priwmeval Porest League”, aud has Lesn a
valusble supporter of the National Park Service. Her assistsnce in
aequiring the (JLiffe Area should be of considersble importence. 1
fesl that especially eince she loat her fight for the Leatherwood
Forest in Perry Jounty we ghould help her however possible, and
encourage her afforts on other worthwhile projnh.

I would be glad if you eould come down and go with us. I!ng:i

would you give me the names of the farmer who acted as our guide
of two or three of the Ulkton business wen whom we might talk with?

Sincersly vours,

/8] Milis King
Assistant ¥Wildlife Technician

WK g P

es: Wildlife Division, Washington
Region I
Mr, Howard

King, files
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Q14rrs Area, near Plkdon, Yentueky,

It was my privilege to maks a second trip to the Cliffs Aves,
nsar Plkton, Kentuecky, July 15 and IQ. At this time I was showing the
srea to Dr, E. Luey Brman sad liss Annette Dramn of Cincinnati, Ohio,
Dr. Braun has servel as Chalrman of the Sgve xuw;i Primeval
Forosts League, and was interested in the asquisition of the Leatherwood
Pract in Perry County. Gince the latter is being exploited by a lume
ber company, and plso has eenmlicating mineral rights, ! fesl that D,
Brmn showld be shows seme eonsideraties, and her attention dirested |
to the C1iffs Area which has some virgin forest and offers exsentional
epportunities for preservation of nstural features, as well as for
vegorsational development. Ve spent one dey down in the gorge, and s
second day driving arcund the aves on very peoor country roads, checking
boundaries. Several tributary gorges snd forest areas in the head-
waters were exanined, and we discoversd that the steteecounty geologleal
meps are greatly in error, inm that the main fork of the stream is
onitted, while Clifty Creeit iteelf empties into another wiver from
that shown or the map,

This area, vhioh is roughly qm-m. sppesrs to inelude about
7800 acres of desirable forest and sandstone gorge in Tedd County. I%
i3 of good State Park caliber, snd I understand has been selected for
investigation as %o Natiomal Park status, I believe 1 have geen enough
of the area to report that it is not of national importance or che-
racter, In my Juigment, additicnal filed inspections by National
Park Service representatives would draw too wush local attention, and

would meke the acquisition of the land by local parties more difficult.

Js] Willis King
Assistant Wildlife Technieian
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