
























































































































THE CALDWELL PROGRESS, TUESDAY,. MARCH 18, 1913 3 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
OF "OLD MANSE" 

An Interesting Account of the 
Old House in Which Grover 

Cleveland Was Born 

WRITTEN FOR THE PROGRESS 
(By Rtv. Nel:;on H. C.:hester) 

• Yes, 1 am getting old. lt w,1 I oe 
eignty years 11exi: spring since 1 rirs, 
snelterf:CI tile Kev . .baker' Jonnson, as­
sociate pastor with dear olct Latner 
Grover. 1 au not remember mucn 
about Mr. Johnson's family, excepc 
that Mrs. Jonnson was a minister " 
daughter, and so knew how to nca·c 
a manse. Very pr.oud was she wnc1, 
she ·moved to her new home in tile 
spring of lo<S~, and indeed, it was a 
house to be proud of. 1t cost nean:,, 
tifteen hunured dollars, a good dea1 
of money .for tnose times. 'l'nere were 
few .houses Ill Caldwell at tnat time 
which coultl present l'S i;;ood an ap­
pearance as 1 did. And there is 1,0 

nouse • in Ca-1:<lwell th::it nas made a 
better return for the ·money invested, 
including repairs and improvements. 1 

do not want to boast, but 1 have done 
my duty in· tne past and am doing it 
still. . . • 

Hut I am modest. I do not like to 
talk about myself. 1 s110uld never 
have said a word if Tne J:'rogress had 
not incited me thereto, and the mm­
ister had not interviewtd me. u,ve 
all the crediL oI this tale, if there 1s 
any credit, to the 1!,ditor of our tine 
little paper. 1f there is any olamc 
for what is here related, lay that. w 
him also. l will stop ta1k aoou1, 
myself and tell a little abOut uie 
seven families who hnvo made theu 
home with me. Of course there· a, e 
many interesting contidential ·ctE:taus 
that l cannot tell. l never lil<ect go8-
sip, and there has been very little _01 
1t within my wails. 

Lt is a singular fact that in all 
these eighty year~ 1 have been un­
occupied only a little more than tnree 
ye~rs. This is a gooct recommenda­
tion for all concerned. It speaks well v, e present herewith a pictur(; of 
for the Church that it has Kept most ihe-··01d· Manse," ;the house in which 
.of its pastors a good while. ::iome of 
its pastorates have been long ones. was born the man, Grover Cleveland, 
Nobody has stayed as long as fathE:r wnose name and fame hILed Cahlwell -
Grover, but two of my occupants have up to t11e heights of national interest 
made exeeptionally good records o! and imponance. Washington visited 
service. Dr. Sprague lived here nine- ~aldwell once upon a time, and La­
teE:n years, and many people still re- fayette came through this way when 
member him with affection. Mr. Berry ne made his last visit to the United 
was here just a quarter of a century ;jlates, but Washing·con and Lei-, 
in which he endeared himself tu the 
hearts of two .or three i;;enerations. 1.ayette visited many places. Cleve-

I have been the home of little chil- land was born here, and a man can' 
dren and gay y.oung people as well as only be born in once place. 
staid old parsons and their wives. 1 , Caldwell has, in itself, certain con­
am very proud of my children. Every- ditions inore favorable than are en­
body knows that I had the honor 01 Juy.,LI by any bu·t a few chosen towns. 
introducing to the world the only lt is Leautiful for situation. It is 
New Jersey boy who ever became t·1 • , b b h b 
.President of the United States. -·'l'nat ven i aLec1 Y re-ezes t at can e 
is a title to distinction. But 1 do not • orea th u.1 clear down ·to the tips of 
forget· that I have other -children- a-n ,the lung., with health in every breath. 
foster -chi-ldren who have done their lt is neaL' enougn to t11e great city 
part in the w:orld's work with equal to make dhe trip easy, and !ar enough 
tidelity if not with as much publicity away to make perfect the escape 
as my greatest son. At least two from the fumes and fuss of metro-, 
other Cleveland children were born poli,an life. • 
here, an older brother of the future y C Id 11 h 
President, Richard Cecil by name, and ct a we- might ave all of 
a younger sister, Margaret Louisa these without coming into anything 
Folley. An older sister, Anna, is listed like national prominence. The great 
iwith the baptized children of the claim of our town upon the attention 
Church in January 1835, being four of the nation is that here, in that old­
years old at that time. A son of !Vir. fashioned house, for eighty years the 
Tuttle, lVir. Cleveland's successor, dwelling of men who were ambassa­
still llving in Madison, New Jersey, dors of the Gospel, was born the one 
was born here, as were the children Democratic President our country 
of Mr. Berry. I can refute th e old had since before • the Civil War 
slander about ministers' suns. There 
have. been 110 black sheep among the up.on until March 4th last, and a 
boys reared in the Caldwell manse. President whose title to greatness is 
A President, three ministers, and at being read more clearly with each 
least one respected man of business- passing year. As the mists of parti­
this is- my record. One of the girls san prejudice and strife are slowly 
born here is a minister's wife, and a dissipated in the clearer light oI, 
good one, too these later days, the figure of Grover 

. Of course I have had my sorrowful Cleveland stands out more and more 
experiences but they have been few • h 
in compari.son with the joys. Prob- distinctly agamst t e background of 
ably my livtliest period was during history as the figure of one who rose 
Mr. Berry's pastor:ite. The little to real statesmanship, and who con­
"Berries" were not slow, as many of tributecl Lo the life of the nation 
the older and middle-aged residents services of unselfish devotion and 
of Caldwell can tE;stify. Perhaps permanent value. 
there were a few tricks they did not That he was appreciated by the 
think of, but they were able to gather thoughtful of his own day is proved 
around them a group of assistants by the fact that he was twice hon­
who could supply the lack. I was 
the scene of many a merry party in ored with the highest gift the people 
those days, and I enjoyed it. Life can bestow. Like· all truly great• 
was stirring· and there was always leaders he had to pass through the ' 
"something doing." Ye city bred im- fire of ca:Iumny and detraction; but 
migrants who glory in the name of with the flight of yeai·s the true , 
"commuter," a name nevr,r heard and measure and calibre of the man is 
which would not have been under- being revealed, and there are few to- ' 
stood here in those earlier clays, turn clay who will not acknowledge his 
up your noses at the sleepy little 
country town and. call it dull. In breadth of vision, soundness of prac-
s,ome ways it was. We had no rail- tical judgme-nt, and sincere love for 
road to break the silence of the night the whole jpeople.e 
with its unearthly screeching and 1 its 'fhe speccial distinction confe!'red, 
r.oar of escaping steam; no long line upon Caldwell as the birthplace ,of 
pf freight cars disfigured the lands Mr. Clev.eland justifies the steps that 
scape and no clouds of black smoke ha:ve been and are tu Le taken to. 
made me think I had moved to Pitts- pi·eserve. as a permanent memorial of' 
burgh. No flat-wheeled trolleys went him the house in. which he was born. 
clattering by just as my occupants 
were dropping into peaceful sluinbe·r; In doing this, Caldwell adds nothing· 
no automobiles with open cut-outs to the honor of the man, but honors 
and soul-rending horns and squawk- herself. Men and communities are to 
ers made night and day hide-ous. The be judged by their ability to appre- • 
avenue, with its double line ·of 'fine ciate what is good and' great. 
elms whose tops almost met over its 
center, was not '-'navigated'! by any, 
thing more rapid than ·the minister's 
trotters, but many people can testify 
that they were not always slow. 
Means of communi,cation with . the 
outside world were few and not very 
rapid, but they were ·sufficient for our 
needs. Not many people went out 
of Caldwell,-they did not have to. 
And few came in, b~cause it was in­
convenient. Those who did come 
made themseives at hC'Jme and took 
their place in the community life as 
if they had always been· here: The 
community was homogeneous iand 
prosperous. The Church, situated in 
the center of the town, was the center 
of its life. The people's amusements 
were simple and wholesome and a con­
tentment reigned. Many a donation 
party and quilting bee have' I wit­
nessed and enjoyed, Many a.n 
anxious, burdened soul has pass~d 
over my threshold seeking counsel 
of my occupants, and many such have 
gone out again with the burden of sin 
and sorrow lifted, and in its place a 
sense of comfort or of pardon. Many 
a gay young couple has stood in the 
parlor and spoken the .. words.,, that 

made two pec;>ple one for life. This is 
my eightieth Christmas, and many a 
Christmas tree has stood in the old 
parlor, laden with its prec1ous fruit 
for the delight of the young and old. 
Many a fine Christmas dinner has 
been served in . the old dining room. 

But I must not be too garrulous. 
The Progress offered me a column 
and a half, and T could not tell all I 
know in a voh1rr.e and a half. Suffice 
it to say that I do not feel at home 
in the· Caldwell of today. I btlom 
to :a:n • i;tge • that is past, and of which 
too few monu·ments remain. • Modern 
improvements are not to my taste, 
but I endure them because I know 
they are necessary for the comfort 
of my occupants. I have always livi>-· 
for. ,others, not for myself, and will 
submit to any reasonable alteration, 
that will adapt me to the needs of a 
modern family. Indeed, I have al­
ways done so. without complaint. T 
have. been lighted with everything 
from the rushlight and the Lallow 
dip to gas. with W elsbach burn­
ers. I ,·,a:m equipped with water and 
bath and the telephone From the 

THE "OLD MANSE," WHERE GROVER CLEVELAND WAS BORN 
•· ..... ;,i·+'· 

MR. CLEVELAND'S 
MARKED MODESTY 

Dr. Richard Watson Gilder Tells 
Some Interesting Things 

About the Commoner 

THAT "CALDWELL INCIDENT" 
Grover Cleveland's extreme mod­

esty i. clearly shown in a letter 
written to Richard W1atson Gilder at 
the time when Dean Andrew F. West, 
Dr. John H. Finley and others took 
the first step to distinguish the old 
house by emphasizing its. claim to na­
tional fame. 

Mr. Gilder refers to the occas10n in 
his book, "A Record of Friendship," 
this way: 

"A small, self-constituted commit­
tee, some time before l\fr. Cleveland's 
~eventieth birthday, began making 
arrangeme11Ls fur a public celebra­
tion -of tha~ Pvent. His porti,ait w,as 
to be painted for the occasion. When 
th,e time came to obtain his consent, 

• • i h,2, firmly c!Pclared that he could not 
' "lend his countenance" to the af­

fair and the pLan had to be relin­
quished. However, ,on the birthday, 
Pr0fessor West (at his initiation), 
with Preo:i1bn~ John H. Finley and 
myself placed a bronze commem­
orative tablet ( which a small group 
had subscribed for) in the room in 
which Mr. Clevel1and wa·s born." 

Here is what Mr. Cleveland said 
about the incident: 

"It was a complete misfit-a trav­
esty on things as they should be­
tr,,at I should be disporting in balmy 
~l :' and all C!'(:ature CO.Jl1 'M;c!o:. whire 
you cold, hungry arid miserabiy foi\ 
lorn, were finding your way to Cald­
well; for the purpose of markfng the 
time ,and place of my birth. You did 
what you ought not to have done. 
Thei·e is no procoss of calculation by 
which it can be made to appear ,a 

The first att~_mpt to distinguish the profitable investment for you. And 
_old house by emphasizing frs claim yet when men reach the age of 
to distinction was whe·n Dean An- seventy I believe the,ir mental move­
'dr~w F. West, of Princeton ·universi- ments grow self-cente.red to such an 

THE OLD MANSE:. 
i l · • D J h H F. 1 • • d t extent, that, consciously or uncon-

-~ , Yi • r. 0• n • m ey, presi en sciously, they sort of believe their 
' , of the College of the City of New 

Dear ,ancient, humble, hallowed shrine, 
Let all thy heart uplified be, 

For lo! a cherished son of thine 
'l'his day returns to thee!, 

On childish feet he left thy door, 
To follow where his Star should guide; 

But never shall he leave thee more-
He cometh to abide! .. ,,, 

Beneath the shelter of thy roof, 
Within thy lowly walls and rud&, 

His Soul shall dwell who bore the proof 
Of noble rectitude; . 

A Soul that baseness could not buy, 
A Heart that bad no ;.;olje1"., key, 

A Breast that knew no goal 1'norn high 
Than daring to be free. 

When in yon room he came to earth, 
Fair angels, with celestial fire 

Endued the baby at his b_irth, 
And taught him to aspire; 

High aspiriation, that inclined 
To servis:e, not to empty fame; 

To living t1iat w,ould leave· behind 
An honored name. ' • • 

gratitude to b• in some measure com-
York, and Richard Watson Gilder, th e pensating to those who know them oi· 
poet, and for many years the editor suffer discomforts ,on their behalf. 
of the Cr,ntury, with the co-operation "I am so near to this memorable 
of certain other friends of Mr. Cleve- age of seventy, that I cannot tell 1at 
land, prepared a bronze memorial this moment how much I am under 
tablet, 19x22 1-2 inches in size, which, the influence of this idea. But my 
with the ·consent of the owners of dear fri&nd, one thing I know: Your 
the house, and with due ceremony, kindnesses have been so many, and 
was set into the wall of the room in have extended through so many 
which Mr. Cleveland was born. years, that the pages set apart for 

Grover Cleveland's birth in Cald- theiir record are full; and I long ago 
well gives our little town a place in abandoned all hope of redeeming the 
a very small group ·or class. Only one.:sidedness of the account. 
twenty-seven men have been· chosen ''Y,ou must, I think, see how impos­
to sit in the seat of Presidential au~ sible it is for me to do more than to 
thority ~ince the day when George say to you, that I am profoundly 

, Washington fathered his country. moved by the conception of the Oald­
Ten states furnished birthplaces .. for well incident and by the beauty of 
these twenty,seven Presidents .. Vir- its completed manifestation." 

He walked tne ways of common m&n, . 
Nor knew.he w;as not Common Man; 

He dreamed no'dreams of empire then, 
Marked no ahibitious plan; 

ginia cradle·d eight, Ohio six, New Mr. Gilder was ,a close companion 
York arid No.rth Carolina throo.,each, and adviser on many occasions. He 
Massachusetts two, Kentucky, 1 Penn- also siaw much of l\fr. Cleveland dur­
sylvania, New Hampshire; VJi-mont ing his vacation days when, seeking 
and New· jersey one ·each. ' ·,.. • freedom from cares of state, he would 

The Old Dominion got so used to make a serious· business ·of his fav­
supplying Presidents in the early orite- pastime of fishing ahd at such 

•• ' period of our history that the privi- • times the real character of the man 
• lege ·was • too, common to occasion would be revealed to those who were 

special° comment. Her Latest contribu- fortunate enough to be his close 
tion. is. Woodrow Wilson, • who was friends. From these trips he would 
bo-rn in Suaunton. • • return :refreshed and reinvigorated 

But, turning ever towards the ·1ight, 
Moved on where Honor led the· way; 

Stern Duty holding from his 'sight' • 
The waiting wreath of bay. • • • 

Then gathe,ed r~®d his '[fW'lifcl";fpith 
,Tnti clouds" that fo1d '"tl:i,;."mountain's 

The lightning§'bf men\s e\til w'ralh 
·Would bar him from the:·crest; 

The hosts of Envy, GrAed and Lust 
Across his pathway were arrayed; 

He fought the lighl, he kept his trnst, 

breast; 
In later ·y-ears;··ohio has become a tci take up his arduous labors. Mr. 

vei'itable • political forest, where ev- Gilder gives many delightful anoc­
ery· .. tree is presidential timber. Each dotes of these days as well as many 
boy in hei' "midst" regards the White letters which show the real heart of 
Hp}i'/;~ a.~ p'a'i·t of the Buckeye pi-'?:, a great .man·, but a lonely man; Cile 

U ndai.!}1ted, undismayed! 

But never for himself he fo_µg~t; 

': sehe:·•),Of course; New York......:some- who longed for the sympathy of real 
t~i_ne'i'lth<:>wn as the "Umpire'' state; and true-hearted men. Mr. Gilder's 

• ''·
1 ~h_ r,ecogni~ion of the fact that it pre- account of the way in which Mr. 

,,._, sW'es. over the political game- Cleveland entered upon his second 
. doesn't fuss herself about individual campaign for the Presidency, abso­
' i~~~,inben~s of. the chair as long as lut&ly refusing to be dominated by 

they are obedient to the rules-and Tammany, is most impressively 

And blow for blow ret~!'ried figain; 
. One trophy from the field he ·brought­

The sacred Rights of Men! 
Where'er Oppression sought its ··prey, • 

To crush beneath its iron rod, 
He smote, as one who could not stay 

The kindled wrath· of God," 
. .. . --:-·•v::f\l:: . 

And thus he mounted to the· hefght 
Beyond the''Elouds, abo'Ve the strife, 

Where Gloi·y'~ irfclescept light 

the. rulers. Even T. R., who is na~ stated. • 
ti<:>nally ll. ."favorite son," is an ex- "Once at Princeton, when ~alking 
ce'ii.tion to tµe rule of diminishing per- about reminiscences, he said he, hated 
spect\ve-:-the fu1:ther he gets from to· ·.vrite anything of that sort iri' th_e 
Ne\y'·Y,orl(the b\gg\), ~e b'e'comes. fii·st person. He thought that there 

l!'ew of the twenty-seven Presidents w.ere things in his life the telling of 
, ro,se above respectable mediocrity. which would be -of service to 

Ilreaks on the Victor 0 life! 
Transfigured, inwardly revealed-

Men looked on him vvith reverent- gaze·;.,. 

; Ho,w many made a permanent im- yo-µng men. He said: 'The more I 
. pi·e_~~ •. µpon th·e history of our coun- study my OW11 career, there seem:s to 
•. ti-y?' Mount Vernon will always be a me sornething that has had to do with 

shrine because of the enduring fame it:-call ·it Providence or' what you 
of Washington; little Hodgenville, in will. · This talk ,about the importance 
Kentucky, will be a focal center of of "playing politics"-look at the men 
pilgitip1age 1/ecause Lincoln was born ,who have played it. Have they got as 
there. Can you think of any more? far, after all, ias I have?' 

And.round him, multi-vocal, pealed 
The pa,an of his prai~~J 

Warm hearts shall raise col<l monuments, 
And hist~ry Clevellln,l's worth procfaini; •. • 

Across the mighty contments • • 
Shall move his growing._ fame; .. ::. 

But unto _thee, Old_ Manse, theni.JaU~,- .. 
By right of Bll'th, thehoJ1er pride-

Within thy consecrated walls· ... 
His Spirit shall abi)ie!'.':~,_;;;'.'.,.: • • • -H. S. Q. 

:, (,.O.:·· ~!'. 

< ~.J:~ 

-,~~ .·•~P.I 

ex;mi.naLion of my walls and ceiling a IaLe.. If I could have my way I 
you could write a .complete history should favor the' proposal that I be 
of artificial heating, including the use preser.ved as a memorial to my great­
of the fireplace, wood and co-al stoves, est soq, and: a monument of the simple 
hot air furnace, Baltimore heaters days_ of the past. Those who have 
and steam heaters of different pat- lived:.,.i!J.; ,we love me. I have given 
terns. Exterior and interior altera- Ca}xlwelJ;;/:fl1Y best service. I have 
tions have been made from time to furnished .a.. -President to the nation. 
time and I have submitted. The only 
time I ever rtsistecl was when they Is it as¼~ng. too much that you should 
tried to cut my old floor beams to in- be g,ood • to me in appreciation of 
stall gas pipes. The men who did the what· I . have done? Or you might 
work will testify that 1ny.. ho.nes · ar.e preserve me for the good I can 
solid and that I am- .n,ot )i.kely to .fa]l yet do. I. can teach a lesson to. the 
clown .very soon. I think l have .. sto.Dd rising· generation and to those yet 
about all tht improvements I: ~an. urib~rri. .I can witness to them that 
Some have suggested that I be re- mat~rial ·i;o_nsid.erations are riot first, 
modelled. Such talk is sacriligious. and that sentiment has a value. Soon 
When you have remodelled the Par- I shalf ·be' the sole· reminder of the 
thenon at Athens into a. modern de- Caldwell,~ that was.' T:.et me stand as 
partment store· and . turned West- a witness oT the faith--and loyalty. of 
minster Abbev into an institutional the men and women who. sacrificed to 
Church, it will be time to begin on build me that their minister might 
me. Others have proposed that T be be comfortably housed, and to the 
torn down or moved away to mah- character of the ministers who have 
iooom for ugly business buildings. h~re shown·· their love to Caldwell 
This would bring my owners :inoi-<' and.lheir loy;tlty to Christ. In hon­
money than anything else they·:'could oring me you will honor ~_your town 
do. But I shudder to, think of such j and reflect credit upon yourselves. 

, Perhaps· the time will come when MJr. Clevcl<and was careless about 
Oyster I}ay and Staunton will be the record of his life and work. He 

• s,o-µght out by ·a grateful poste1:i- was too busy making history to have 
ty, .. but that involves prophecy. •. • time to record his part in it. 

, It see;ins certain that with the com- In a letter to Dr. Gilder, he says: 
ing years Caldwell will become one of "There is a circle of friends like 
the few spots· of national· interest and you, who I hope will believe in. me. 
affection because here was born the I am happy in the conviction that 
Great ·Democrat. they will continue in the foith wheth­

., : ·,;CLEVELAND'S STAR 

·The planet· Venus, which is now 
such ·a' brifffant object high in the 
west ·at'·thc ·c~ose of day, will reach 
her greatest brilliancy this year as an 
evening star on .IY.la'.!'ch_ 18th, accord­
ing- to Professor .. A .• 'B. Turner, of 
Montclair, who has been making a 
study of the planet. 011 that date 
Veims wi]l be 304 tim~s. as bright as 
the Pole-star and twelve·. times as 
bright as Sirus, the, lik\i:;htest of the 
winter stars._ • • '. • -' ••• 

"WOODROW WILSOK,'' SJ);N 
OF. "GROVER CL;EVELAND." 

er • an autobiography is written 
or not. I want my wife and children 
to love me now, and hereafter ·to 
proudly honor my miemory. They will 
have my autobiography written on 
thefr hearts where every day they 
may turn the pages and read it. In 
these days what else is there that is 
worth while to a man nearly sixty-
eight y~ai:s Cll~?" ' • .·. 

The auth<:>r closes the 9polf . with 
thewi .words: - • 

"It_ has come to this, that his fellow 
cou,nt_rym.E'\n ii)-_. geii"epii-1,_. even those 
who .. disse))t from his political opin­
ions;' 'recognize. in . Grp;ver Cleveland 
a :m,an ·who; being mortal, was not 
without fault and limitation, yet who 
stands preeminent for unfeigned puri-

Washington, l\'Iarch Y:L,--President ty ,of intention, fpr singu~ar frank­
Wilson today received a letter from ness, f_or scrupulous and unusual 
Grover Cleve1and,4ientffo, living- in a honesty, for faithfulness to duty, for 
small Oklahi)ma··,tow11,·· who was born resolution, for courage, and above all, 
"in 1885, a11d named for the -Demo- • 
cratic Pr.esi,dent<'i'lf that tim,e. A baby for ,absorbing, dominating patrfotism. 
boy was -);;i~;r;n, in the young mall's. It is. not strange that almost the last 
iamily !\'Larch 4, he- informed the words that were heard to fall from 
President; and the child was chris- his lips were: 'I have tried so hard 
tened Woodrow Wilson Rentfro. 1 to do right.' " 
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HIS PASTOR'S TRIBUTE word, whatever the cost may be to intn the heavens-once more a true 
me." "It is ,a good, brave thing to son of nature and fact, for whom 

(Continued from page 1J do, anyway," Siaid his friend. "Well, these centuries and many that are to 

LETTERS FROM NOTED MEN 

It was expected that many ,of the 
prominent men invited to attend the 
Cleveland Memorial exercises to­
day could not attend because of 
the great volume of important mat­
ters demanding their attention. How­
ever, there have been acceptances 
from some noted personages, •and 
those who could not come have writ­
ten many kind letters of regret. 

very kind invitation to attend the 
ceremonies held by your associ<ation 
at the birthplace of Urover Cleveland 
on Tuesday, March 18th, at 3 P. M. 

The Governor regrets that the 
pressure of official duties precludes 
Lhe possibillty of his acceptance at 
this time, but desires me to convey 
w you a!J his best wishes. 

Very sincerely y-0urs, 
K J. SCHJ£RMJ£CHON, 

Military S£>cretary. 
-0-

PROGRAM OF EXERCISES 

(Continued from page 1) 

man, Stephen J. Speer, Ross W. Wier, 
J. C. Sprigg, Wallace A. Bush, Cald­
well Garage, B. A. Mathews, G. C. 
Warner, Frederick P. Collins, Louis 
Thorward, Wesley Hopper, George E. 
Best, Charles Black, Harry C. Havell, 
W. L. Towne, J. M. Harrison, A. E. 
Rine and H. F. Backus. 

These automobiles will be lined up 

it doesn't begin to be as hard as a come yet, will b~ thankful to heaven." 
istic ancestry. Oliver Wendell stand I had to take years ago in Yes, such lives are a noble asset of 
Holmes said "the training of a cliild Albany. You remember the elevated I our civilization. It means much to 
should begin 200 years before it was roods in New York charged a 10-cent the faith of our land to holl this pic­
born:' 'l'he training of Grover Cleve- fare all day, except an hour in the ture -0f a strong, courageous and in­
land began th.ere 1n the iiays of our early morning and evening when the creasingly religious life before their 
Pilgrim .l!'athers when his ancestors, laboring men were going to iand from eyes. Few men have so conscientious­
with the other pilgrims lived their their work. A bill had passed both ly faced public office as a public trust, 
simple, rugged,. honest lives- in the houses of the Legislature reducing and when the true and final verdict 
ai;mosphere of the Puritan fiaith and the fare at all times to 5 cents. It of history is written, this man of our 
conscience. had immense popular approval. ~v- day will take his place among the 

Mr. Cleveland came to Buffalo as ery newspaper clamored for its truly great of all time, for it is not 
a boy in 1864. He was a young law- passage. When I came to look into it, too much to say that, in some meas-
. yer in that city in the days that fol- I found there w,as an agreement, or ure, the high idealism of these• lines, 
)owed the Civil w,ar. It may be re- .what really seemed to me like a con- which shall fitly cloi;e our tribute, 
membered that these were days of tract between the city and the ele- have been fulfilled in the life of this, 

It must be gratifying to the people 
of Caldwell to know that our little 
borough is in the public eye, and that 
so many prominent people have seen 
fit to show a personal interest in 
Caldwell. 

Mr. McAdoo. May Corne 
lViy dear Mr. Van Wart: 

1 am in doubt, at this writing, as to 
my own aoil!ty to evade official duties 
ne1e on the day m question, but if 1 
can at all arrange it, l will be more 
ihan glad to be present to tesdfy 
m some small degree to the high 
estimation in which I hold the 
m£>mory of lVIr. Cleveland, with whom, 
•as you know, l was associated official­
ly Ill the second admmistration. 

• on the south side of Bloomfield avenue 
facing east. The head of the line 
'will be at the curb west of the Erie 
station . 

vast commercial prosperity, .of mar- vated roads, that they should be 1al-· our great President: 
vellous money-making, of deep-dyed lowed to charge a 10-cent fiare and 
,extrav,agance and corruption. .Never that it would be an act of injustice 
in the history of the world had bar- to allow this bill to pass. I vetoed 
ren black oommerciJalism and .materi- the bill and felt I had driven the last 
alism so seized upon the imagination nail into my political coffin. The next 
of men as then.. morning I hardly dared Look into the 

Everyone will be sorry to learn 
that President Wilson cannot be pres­
ent, but his letter indicates his inter­
est in the matter in a very emphatic 
way: 

'!'he question in the mind of the on- papers, and finally asked Lamont, 
. looker ins_tantly arises whether the 'What do the paper say?' He 
inherited int.egrity of the young man answered, 'Governor, they all praise 
will be swept away by the passion you, and say you have done a 
• .for money-getting, or whether he will. courageous and righteous thing.' I 
fight to the death ag,ainst the incireas- never was more surprised in my life.'' 
ing demoraliz~tion of his day. The Inner Life of Grover Clevcl,and 

One_ glimpse at his history shows During the exalting days of the 
'how grandly th~ Puritanism within political oampaign of 1892, ··one "who 
_him rose, to meet the debaucher.-y of stood very near to President Cleve­
conscience all around. As may<Jr of land wrote to a friend these words: 
Buffalo, as -• sheriff of_ the coun- "And my little Ruth lives on her 
ty, men began to feel his sweet little life in the midst of it all 
rugged downright honesty. No won- as unconsciously as though it weren't 

. der he rose to highest place and history.'' 
soon was governor in Albany. For There were many things that 
he is seen in the retrospect to have "weren't history" m the life of 
been God's own man chosen for this Grover Cleveland; qualities of heart 
self-same purpose, to rescue honor and conscience, possibly unsuspected 
and integrity m public life, now sad- by the great number of friends and 

_ ly 9verthrown. Jiis rise to highest adll},{T;ei:s, who knew only his official 
power is most remarkable. Never a and public life. The humanness of 
choice of politicians,. winning in ev- the man-possibly that phrase gath-
ery instance_ against their fiercest ers to itself the sterling virtues that 
hostility, the man seems a God- his closest· friends can never forget. 

. chosen vessel for bringing the peo- His strength of will; his inflexibility 
ple back from mad frenzy of specu- of purpose, no one questions, but 
lation, extrav,ag.ance and oftentimes only the smaller circle knew that be-

• of flagrant dishonesty, to the suprem- hind the rugged, towering strength 
• acy of • conscience and God-ordained of the man lay a tenderness of heart 
righteousness. • and soul and a real sweetness of life, 

• Hence in the first place as we look that endeared him to every friend 
• more carefully i_nto his character, "I who knew him. Many instances 
_Wiant first_to spe_ak of his incorrupti- might be given of his grer<1.t fund of 
ble honesty. People began to ·be)_ieve humor, a trait most conspicuous in 

: in him. He rang true, and he w~s the President, though utterly unsus­
immovabie when a question of pected by the world. His depth· of 
righteousness· was c.oncerned. The feeling, also often- manifosted itself. 
_hungry pack of office-seeking politi- His nearest friends have seen him 
cians hated him, bqt the peop!e loved deeply_ touched ,at the christening of 
him. He was honest, anq ",a.n _ho.nest. ,his_ children, in the services of the 
man is the noblest work -0f God.'' .church, and in many a home experi­
When he gave his word it held. ken _ence where-·the _growing gentleness of 
could build on it. It stood like the his character was ever leaping to 
granite hills. With him like his Lord new expi,-essions. Few men ripened 
it might reverently be said, "This more in spiritual apprehension and 
world may pass away, but my word in real beauty of character than did 
shall not pass away." If there were this man in the last unofficial years 
as many devils 1i.s tiles ori the house- of his life in Princeton. Surrounded 
tops, they oould not frighten him one by an intellectual circle of friends, 
inch away from a line of known duty. honored by the great university, 
This was the supreme glory of Grov- which had made him trustee and lee­
er Cleveland's character, his ,abso- turer, idolized by the students, there 
lutely incorruptible honesty: • in those ideal surroundings this man 

A week before Mr. Cleveland's sec- grew in grace and every virtue. He 
ond inauguration, ;a close friend went had been even in his officiial days, a 
down to Lakewood to bid him God- far more religious man than the 
speed in his new admini"stration. world. knew. • General Leonard Wood 
"Come into my den," said the Presi- is authority. for this statement, that 
dent, "I want to read you my in- on tho~~ ·hunting and fishing trips in 
augural seech.'' It was a speech of the lightouse tender, during his last 
real power and distinguished by a administration, when he and Admiral 
sincerity of utterance, which gave it Evans and "others were his compan­
almost a religious tone. At the end ions, the President would come out 
he appealed to the God of nations to from his s'tiaternom on Sundays, 
witness the purity and sincerity of dressed in black, and would. spend an 
his purpose. To his question, ·"How hour on deck reading, unabashed be­
do you like it?" the answer was, "I fore them iall, from· his open B"ible. 
like it immensely and its condusion There was no fishing on that day. 
best of all.'' The friend tells the Later on in his Princeton life, this 
story thus: "I will never forget the man endeared himself to his closer 
way this strong man then paced up friends by the growing winsomeness 
and down the floor several times, and of his life. His face became filled 
::-eturned ,and faced me with these with the lines of advancing years, 
wo,·rls, which, because of the fierce but the light increased behind the 
intensity and noble emphasis with lines until some of his friends, at 
which they were spoken, burned leiast began to feel that the words 
themselves deep down in my memory. Dante speaks of Beatrice, "God 
'I suppose at times you will not ap- seemed iri her countenance to re­
prove many things I do, but I want joice," were. not entirely untrue in 
you to know that I am trying to do the new revel,ation of inward peace 
what is right. I have a hungry party that -shone from the face of our great 
behind me, and they say I am not President. 
grateful. Sometimes the pressure is al- • ·on "his• sixty-ninth birthday, some 
most overwhelming, and a President of his friends wrote to him letters of 
cannot always get at the exact truth, congratulation. The answer, show­
but I want you to know, and all my ing the strong religious nature, may 
friends to know, that I am trying to well be quoted. It is the true revela­
do what is right-I am trying. to do tion of a heart, inflexible in its cour­
what is right.' : He manifested great age ·,and principle, not only, but 
feeling ,and the . tears stood in his strong, tender and true in its abiding 
eyes as_ he paced up and down the faith. 
room again and again to hide the Stuart, Florida, March 21st, 1906. 
tide: of noble impulse surging in his My dear Doctor: 
breast. No ,one could have heard You don't know how much good 
these Wl)rds without feeling that t:hey y,our generous letter of congratula-
were the true inner heart of a noble tion has done me. It has enlivened 
and high-principled man." my sense of gratitude for what I 

I notice in the second .place his un- have been able to do in the past; for 
flinching courage and inflexible ,will. the joys of the present, and for such 

He fearlessly wielded his veto friendship and confidence as yours. 
power, both .as Governor and Presi- I have quite ,often lately found my: 
dent .. In his first term as President self longing for the rest of idleness, 
h and the peace of inactivity, and I 

e vetoed o_ver 400 bills, many of have sometimes eyen given entrance 
them _ being vicious pension bills to the thought that _these were my 
opening the doors to enormous frauds due; but you have written words to 
in the government. He had the cour- me that will help me constantly to 
age in 1894 to send Uqited States appreciate the fact that God, who 
troops to put an end to a particular- has blessed me above all other men, 
ly vicious and disorderly strike in and directed all my ways, deserves 
Chicago. Perhaps his most cour- my service, and every good cause de­
ageous act was his message on the serves my best endeavor as long as 
tariff in his . first administration. my life and strength shall last. 

• I know, as no one else can know, 
There were big surpluses in the my limitations, and how fixed and 
revenues, and he felt the tariff must inexorable theY. are. I know that the 
be lowered. This message cost him a sixty-ninth mlle-stone of life marks 
bitter defeat at the polls _when he ran a long tnavel, but I shall trust God 
the second time. for the presidency. as I have in the past for strength 
The publication of his .strong letter and opportunity for future useful-
against the silver h!lresy, only a few ness. Yours faithfully, 
months before his third nomination GROVER CLEVELAND. 
for the presidency, was a true illus- Such was the faith, the strong re-
tration of his fearless principle. Men ligious principle, the sterling integri­
begged him to take no stand in this . ty, the unsurpassed -fearlessness of 
divisive question, on which the Sou.th this -truly great American. As Car­
and the West seemed to be so hope- lyle says of Luther: "A true great 
lessly radicnl. "It will cost you your man, great in intellect, in oourage, 
nomination, Mr. President." "What affection, integrity-great not ,as a 
if it does?" the true, straightforward hewn obelisk, but as an Alpine moun­
answer came. "I am supposed to be a tain; not setting up to be great at 
leader of my party. If iany word of all; there for ouite ,another purpose 
mine can check these dangerous tha,n being great. Ah, yes! insubdu­
fallacies,.- it is my duty to give that able granite, piercing far and wide 

"Bring me men to match my moun­
tains; 

Brin~ me men to match my plains; 
Men with empires in their purpose 

And new eras in their brains. 
Pioneers to clear thought's marshland 

And to cleanse old errors' pen. 
Bring me men to match my moun­

tains. 
Bring me men! Bring me men! 
In concluding the service, Dr. Fin­

ley said that it was not necessary to 
add anything to the eloquent tribute 
to which the audience had •1)st 
listened, but he, wished to give 1his 
own personal testimony in confirma­
tion of what Dr. Smith had said of 
Mr. Cleveland's personal habits and 
his reverent regard for religion. He 
had been with Mr. Cleveland on 
ciamping trips, and knew how core­
fully the man so often slandered had 
carried himself above reproach. 

Dr. Finley expressed the hope that 
the special memorial service might 
uecome a fixed institution in Cald­
well; that each year, on the Sunday 
evening nearest to Cleveland's birth­
day, the people should gather in that 
church, and unitedly revive the mem­
ory ,of Caldwell's greatest son. He 
believed that such a service would 
ultimately become a national institu­
tion, dnawing to Caldwell from all 
parts of our land those who should 
• learn more and more to. revere hitn 
whose greatness is only beginning to 
receive its due appreciation. Dr. 
.l!'inley hoped and expected to spend 
the rest of his life near enough to 
\)aldwell to permit him to· make at 
least· a yearly pilgrimage to the place 
and join in the service to the memory 
of his great friend. Rev. Enoch 
Meacham pronounced the benediction. 

"1 wish with all my heart that it 
were possible consistently with the 
performance of my new duties here 
to be present on the occasion of the 
dedication of Mr. Cleve1and's birth­
place to the public as a memorial, but 
masmuch as 1 am bound here by obli­
gations I cannot escape, I must con­
tent myself with requesting that you 
will read this brief message to those 
assembled: 

"From the first I have been deeply 
interested in the plan to acquire Mr. 
Cleveland's birthplace for the public, 
and this consummation of the plan 
seems to me of great significance and 
delightful omen. I think it must be 
evident to every one who has given 
attencion to the matter that the feel­
ing of the country, the feeling alike of 
admiration and atfection, toward Mr. 
Cleveland grows warmer and warmer 
,as the years pass by. As we see him 
in just perspective, he looms up as 
one of the most notable figures in our 
long line of Presidents. 1 send these 
lines, therefore, as a sincere tribute 
of respect and admiration. 

''May I not add also my hope thai. 
the administration of the property 
may IJe productive of pleasure and 
stimulati-on to those engaged in it 
and a real profit to the community at 
large. 

'·cordially and sincerely yours, 
"WOODROW WILSON." 

--<>-
From Ex-President Taft. 

William Howiard Taft, ex-President 
of the United States, writes a let­
ter from Georgia, in which he "re­
grets exceedingly" that it will nul be 
possible for him to attend. 

-o-
Ex-Pres:dent Roosevelt Writes. 

Ex-President Roosevelt writes a 
very enthusiastic letter, which fol­

(An Editorial from the Newark Sun- lows. He speaks very highly o.r Mr. 
' day Call.) Cleveland's fine character and refers 

MR. CLEVELAND • 

. to their pleasant reliations when they 
The dedication of the house where were associated in the country's ser­

Grover Cleveland was· born in Cald- vice. 
well is •arranged for Tuesday . next, r wish you all success in your ef­
and we are all very glad that the forts lo secure the birthplace of 
place is to be preserv:ed. One reason Grover Cleve1and, former Governor 
is that the decadence of such houses of New York, •and twice President of 
is injurious to patriotism, while their the United States. Mr. Clevela!ld 
preservation helps exalt Jr1erhm,e

01
.h_ad ~ great car;'.)er and rendered _d1s­

which should be preserved. 'l'he tmgui~hed serv:1ce to the American 
republic. He did more than any oth­

b~t that Mr. Cleveland was er one man in the fight for sound 
will be remembered )>y iall who and honest finance which was so 
see the house, and, there will be acute in the early 'nineties· and his 
access of patriotism· from the ideal -;~rvice to the cause of ord~r and of 
thus created. And, after all, that is civil service reform, were peculiarly 
the best use that can be made o:t a important at the very time that he 
statesman's c,areer. His influence on rendered them. It was 1!1Y good f_o~­
his time is always disappointingly tune. to serve. u1;1der him as C1v1l 

. . Service Commrnsioner ,and I ,always 
small, bu~ 1f the future generat10ns prize the memory of our relations 
can_ use_ his words, thoughUl; ~nd ,acts during· those two years. 
to 1nsp1re them_ to bett~r hvmg, the Wishing you all success, I am 
work that he did for hrs contempor- Sincerely yours, 
aries-fades into insignificance as com- THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
pared with his true influence upon the -o-
world. It is deepfy' interesting to From Secretary of State. 
study a man's personal career, to ob­
serve his heredity, his environment, 
his early failures and small successes, 
his luck, his misfortune, his • weak 0 

nesses, his way of meeting unexpect~ 
ed responsibilities, and his steady use 
of capacity as he ascends in position. 
These are instructive. to .the ambi-. 
tious, encouraging to· the doubting, 
valuable to all students of mankind. 
Yet we rather prefer the simpler 
oonceptions--W ashington, the great 
general and pure and wise states­
man; Jefferson, the ideal Democrat; 
Jackson, the masterful; Lincoln, the 
man of the plain people .and emanci­
pator; Cleveland, the reconstructor 
of national conscience; McKinley, the 
kind; Roosevelt, the conservator and 
reformer. It is a loose judgment in 
all cases, no doubt, with qualifioations 
due; but why qualify? We know 
there were great characteristics in 
Cleveland, greater than in most of 
our Presidents, and let these be kept 
in view, for the use of posterity, by 
honoring him and all . that was be.,t 
in him and his career. 

Mr. Cleveland was the son of a 
Presbyterian minister who was sta­
tioned at the Caldwell church in the 
'thirties of the last century, ,and who 
named the son after a prominent 
church member. The family re­
moved elsewhere, and Mr. Cleveland's 
interests in Caldwell were always of 
the slightest. He was, in fact, little 
ooncerned in places iat any time, lik­
ing men rather than localities. He 
came back to New Jersey because he 
loved Princeton folk, and his wife 
preferred the town. There was no 
desire for what a learned doctor used 
to call "cradle air.'' He was indif­
~erent to Cald~ll, and genealogy 
never att11acted him. Perhaps this 
was because his career was not fair­
ly begun until middle life; more 
probably because it was ari inborn 
characteristic. It is not because Mr. 
CleveLand's memory is ide)ltified with 
Caldwell that his birthplace is to • be 
preserved. Essex and Caldwell peo­
ple are using a house to keep a great 
man in mind, to exalt his achieve­
ment, to inspire posterity with _his ex­
ample, to keep ideals fresh and use­
ful, that we and our children may 
be better citizens. 

M:r. Cleveland does not nee4 such 
a memorial. We do. 

Because of ,another engagement on 
Tuesday, William Jennings Bryan 
writes that it will not be possible for 
him to be present. 

-o-
From Secret,ary of the Navy 

Dear Sir: 
Please accept my thanks for your 

invitation to be present on Tuesday, 
March 18th, at the ceremonies upon 
the occasion of taking title to the Old 
Manse, Mr. Cleveland's birthplace in 
Caldwell, N. J. It would give me 
genuine pleasure if my duties per­
mitted the acceptance of your courte­
ous invitation. 

The preservation of the birthplace 
of Mr. Cleveland is of interest to ev­
ery American citizen, and as one who 
held an official position in his last 
administiiation and who believes that 
he has made a place in history that 
will live, I would be glad to join with 
you in preserving the home made 
famous as his birthplace. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOSEPHUS DANIELS. 

-o-
Alton B. Parker Accepts 

Alton B. Parker, ciandidate for 
President on the Democratic ticket 
in 1904, writes that he will be pres­
ent on Tuesday. 

-o-
Governor Fielder's Letter. 

State of New Jersey, 
Executive Department, 

March 10,1913. 
My dear Mr. Van Wart: 

It is not lack o.f inclination that led 
me to write to Mr. Condict that I 
could not attend the Cleveland Birith­
place Memorial Association exercises 
on the 19th inst., because I am 
strongly in sympathy with the ob­
jects of your association, having been 
a strong admirer of President Cleve­
land. To reach Caldwell at three 
o'clock, I would have to leave Tren­
ton ab-Out one o'clock, and that I feel 
I could not do as the Legislature 
ought then to b& in session and 1 
conceive it to be my first duty to be 
at my office at Trenton at all times 
while the Legislature sits. We are 
drawin.R" near the time for adjourn­
ment; much is still to be accomplished 
and I feel I should be on hand to give 
what help I can. I hope you will un­
derstand how greatly I desire to b€: 
with you and how much I regret that 
it seems impossible. 

Very truly yours, 
JAMES FIELD:b;R. 
-0-

1 want to congratulate you and all 
the good citizens concerned in the con­
sei-vauon of this historic place, which 
is aestined to become 01 interest to 
multitudes of Americans as time pro­
gresses. 

Helieve me with thanks for the in­
vitation. 

Very sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM McADOO. 

-0-
A Kindly Sentirneu,L. 

Mr. -and Mrs. Francis T. Garrettson 
regret that th('y will not be able to at­
cend the celeoration in regard to the 
rnkmg title to the Old Manse birth­
place of that clean, good and great 
man, Urover Cleveland, on March 18th 
next. As time passes on the name of 
"Urover Cleveland'' looms highH and 
higher. Very truly, 

FRANCIS T. UARR~TTSON. 
--<>-

President William A. Day, presi­
dent of the .I!;qmtable Life Assurance 
Society, writes: 
Dear Sir: 

1 am in receipt of the in­
vitation to be present on the occasion 
of taking title to the Old Manse­
Cleveland's birthplace-in Caldwell, 
on the afternoon ,of Tuesday, March 
usth, and l hasten to assure you that 
l shall take great pleasure m b£>ing 
present unless something now entire­
ly unforeseen should occur to prevent. 

Very truly yours, 
W. A. DAY. 

St. Clair McKelway, editor of the 
B1·ooklyn Daily J£agle and chancellor 
of New York, accepts: 
Dear Sir: 

1t will give to Mrs. McKelway and 
myself pleasure to ,attend the occa­
sion at the birthplace o.r Grover 
Cleveland on Tu£>sday afternoon, the 
18th inst., and I thank you for the 
oppm tunii;y to do so. I shall observe 
tne directions in the invitation, and 
am, Very truly yours, 

ST. CLAIR McKELWAY. 
-o-

Herman A. Metz, former comptrol­
ler of New York City, writes: 

My DBar Sir: 
I shall be glad to accept lhe invi­

tation of the Grover Cle eland Birth­
place Memorial Association to attend 
ohe exercises on Tuesday, lVfarch 18th. 

Yours very truly, 
H. A. METZ. 

-0--

w. I. Lincoln Adams, who was -a 
~andidate for Congress from this dis­
i;ricc last fall, will be here: 
Dear Sir: 

Replying to your invitation to at­
~end the meeting of the Grover Cleve­
land Birthplace Memorial Association, 
next Tuesday afterno,on, I desire to 
5ay that I shall take gn,at pleasure 
in being present. 

Very cordially yours, 
W. I. LINCOLN ADAMS. 

-O-
J. M. Dickinson, a member ,of 

Cleve,land's cabinet, acc€:pts in the 
fellowing letter: 

I greatly appreciate the invitation 
of the Grover Cleveland Birthplace 
Memorial Association for March 18th 
and hope to be present. 

J. M. DICKINSON. 
-o­

My dear Sir: 
It will afford me g-reat pleasure to 

accept the Association's invitation to 
be present at the services to be held 
Tuesday afternoon next. 

Thanking you for the invitation. 
Very truly yours, 

FRANK M. GORDON. 
-o-

Dear Sir: 
Your invitation to attend the cere­

monies incidental to the taking title 
to Mr. Cleveland's birthplace •at 
Caldwell has just reached me here. It 
will give me great pleasure to be 
"resent on that occasion. 

Yours very truly, 
W. E. CURTIS. 

-0--
My dear Mr. Van Wart: 

I am in receipt of the inv,itation to 
attend the ceremonies on M:arch 18th. 
I shall, of course, be in :atendance 
and will plan to take the spedal train. 

Yours very truly, 
ROBERT LYNN COX, 

General Counsel Associatio111 of Life 
Insurance Presidents. 

--0-

Dear Sir: 
I am in receipt of your very kind 

invitation to attend the ceremonies 
at Mr. Cleveland's birthplace on 
Tuesday, March 18th, 1913, for which 
please accept my thanks. I expect 
to b£> present on that most interest­
ing occasion. 

Very truly yours, 
JACOB A. CANTOR. 

New York City. 
-0--

Mr. Raven will come, if possible: 
My dear Mr. Van Wart: 

I have this morning· received the 
invitation to the memorial service 
at Caldwell on the 18th of March, 
and, if it is possible, I will be pres­
ent, although I cannot promise to be 
there. The occasion, I know, will be 
a very interesting one. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. A. RAVEN. 

-0-

Additional copies of this issue 
be had - upon application to 
Progress office. 

Percy S. Strau&, of New York, 
sends his acceptance. The New York 
"Tribune" offers to S£>nd their repre-

Governor Sulzer Regrets sentative to attend the exercises. E. 
may My dear ~fr. Van Wart: C. Benedict, of New York, writes a 
The j I am directed by Governor Sulzer , very short message, but to the point. 

to acknowledge the receipt of your ! He says, "I acc£>pt.'' 

Reception Committee-Henry V. 
Condici;' chairman; Co.Jonel J. C. 
Sprigg, William N. Hasler, Joseph A. 
Brady, Edwin E. Bond, Cyrus B. 
Crane, J. M. Mead, Dr. S. C. ·G. Wat­
kins, Leon Cooper, Caleb A. Harri­
son, Frederick P. Collins, Harry :F. 
Backus, W. Moore Gould, Lynn G. 
Lockward, Leon A. Carley, B. A. 
Miathews, J. W. Gosman, Ottomar 
Block, Fillmore Condit, W. Foster 
Oakes, James A. Speer, Marion Spei­
den, Sidney Speer, Thomas L. CIIBp­
man, William Little, Charles Braun­
worth, and Louis V. Booream. 

Aides-William Little, Aldus Block, 
Harold Van Wart, Roy Hohwald. 

Aftei:- the exercises n-,ese auto~o-­
biles will turn around to the front of 
the Manse, receive guests as as­
signed, and the line will proceed west, 
making a short tour of the town, 
passing the High School, etc., the 
Inn, to Essex Fells, and return to th.:! 
Erie depot in time for the train at 
5 :30, or su,~h ,other arrnng·emeri~s for 
dismissal as may be most convenient 
for the guests occupying each car. 

~o other automobiles except those 
bearing the guests' flags w:11 be per-
1ritted ne'i. t l:e Manse during the ex­
ercises. Dri·,ers of other cars are re­
quested to rnn sl,oy,Jy whP.11 p1assin:,; 
the :Manse between 'l and 5 p m., aho 
to refrain from us:ng the cut-out of 
thtir engim-s or making any tmneces­
sar J noise. 

Public Comfort Station 
Through the courtesy of the own­

ers, the - second house west of the 
Manse, No. 227 Bloomfield avenue, will 
be open for the comfort of out-of­
town vi'sitors. The house will be in 
charge of the janitor. 

Important Note 
For the present and until plans for 

the new house are perfected, the Old 
M-anse will continue to be- occupied by 
Rev: and Mrs. Chester, and it is not, 
therefore, praetioable to admit the 
general public at present. 

Card of Thanks 
The Finance Committee wishes to 

thank the following gentlemen who 
have so generously contributed to the 
fund for the various, expenses in­
curred in hiring a ban,d, erecting 
platforms and taking care of other 
details: 

J. C. Sprigg, H. V. Condict, Dr. S. 
C. G. Watkins, W. H. Van Wart, 
Mayor John Espy, F. P. Collins, H. 
C. Havell, Kline &I Brown, Lynn 
Lockwiard, A. & S. J. Lindsley, Cald­
well National Bank, Carl E. Hoffman, 
Speer Electrical Construction Com­
pany, William N .. Hasler, James 0. 
Sloss, S. Messerer,. L. Ros_enba1,1m, 
Gosman Brothers, Willie • Sing, 
Charles W. Canfield, Crane & Hicks, 
Frank A. Fentzlaff, F. R. Ward, B. 
A. Mathews, Thorward & Van 
Duyne, Frederick R. Cook, A Friend, 
L. Cooper, Georg·e Darsley, John A. 
Brady, F. E. Rusling. 

THE BEGINNING 
Fn,m The Caldwell Progress, March 

17, 1911: 
Now that the fund for the Cleve­

land Monument has been completed, 
why should not Caldwell inaugurate a 
movement for the •acquiring of the 
Cleveland homestead as a permanei1t 
memorial? • 

There has been ,a generous response 
to the appeal for subscriptions •for 
thP monument; the interest is now 
general throughout the country. 
Many will be too late to uartidpate 
in the monument fund, but will be 
glad to contribute to the fund and 
maintain the birthplace ,as a memori­
al. Shall we not then take this op­
portunity to do honor to a great 
President? In doing so we shall hon­
or ourselves. Our community would 
,become bigger ,and better if we gave 
ourselves to a large undertaking of 
this sort. No time could be more 
fitting than this, the anniversary of 
his birth, 

MR CLEVELAND'S 
LIFE AND WORK 

( Continued from page 1) 

sion. It soon became evident, how­
ever that he would be prominently 
urged as a candidate for renomina­
tion in 1892. At the national Demo­
cratic convention, which met in Chi­
cago June 21, 1892, he received more 
than two 0 thirds ,of the votes on the 
first ballot. At the election in No­
vember he received 277 of the· elec­
toral votes, while Mr. Harrison re­
ceived 14? and Mr. J:ames B. Weaver, 
the candidate of the People's party, 
22. Of the populiar vote, Mr. Cleve­
land received 5,553,142, Mr. Harrison 
5,186,931, and Mr. Weaver 1,030,128. 
He retired from office March 4, 1897, 
and removed to Princeton, N. J., 
where he resided until his death. He 
is the first of our presidents who 
served a second term without being 
elected as his own successor. Presi­
dent Cleveland was married in the 
White House on June 2, 1886, to Miss 
Fraijces Folsom, daughter of his de­
ceased friend and partner, •• Oscar 
Foloom, of the Buffalo bar. Mrs. Cleve­
land was the youngest ( except the 
wife of Mr. Madison) of the many 
mistresses of the White House, hav­
ing been born in Buffalo, N. Y., in 
1864. She is the first wife of a 
Pl'esident married in the White 
Hou!ie, and the first to give birth to 
a child there, their second daughter, 
Esther, having been born in the 
ex.ecutive mansion in 1893. 

I 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

second Regional Oftioer-., 
National Park Service, 

72 West Pondt1eld Road., 
Bronxville, ?l. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to the proposed 0-X,over Cleveland 
National Monument, which ie on the iist of areas sent to you 
for investigation and submission of a form report. 

Our last records on this area show that, in 1916, 
this area was owned and administered by the Grover Cleveleud 
Birthplaoe Memorial Association ot Caldwell, Hew Jersey, 
and that it had been offered to the Oovermnent for estab­
lishment as a national monument. No further action was 
taken on the matter. 

At present it appears probable that, if the site is 
now adeqµately·administered, this Service will not wioh to 
interfere. Therefore, all that is necessary is to learn 
the cba~aoter of the pNsent administration. You mar tind 
it inadvisable to contact the officers of the Aaaociation. 
In en.y contacts it should be emphasized that your activity 
1e intended only to clear up our reoo~da. 

Sincerely yours, 

Conrad L. Wirth. 
Aesistant Director. c/1' 2nd R\1i3• otttoeJ' 

~imd. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

., 

The Direot(>r 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ECW REGION ONE 

801 G~AC~ S!;::CURITIES BUILDING 

RICHMOND.VIRGINIA 

July 12, 1937 

National Park Service 
Department qf the Interior 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear Sir: 

Attention: Mr. 

Subjeoti Site to Commemorate Grover 
Cleveland 

. In ref.erence ,to your letter of July 61 we a.re asking 
Assistant Historian Weig to investigate the old school 
building at Clinton, New York, which has been proposed 
as a National Historic Site to commemorate Grover Cleveland. 

-We are also asking Mr. Weig to get in touch with Mr. George 
Hoyt Allen of_Clinton, as you have suggested. 

We appreciate your enclosure of a ~opy of the letter 
from Mr. Allen to the President., regarding this site. 

Sincerely yours, 

/2_e_ ~ ffj,_~cx . 
Rob.Roy MacGregor 
Acting Regional Historian 

CC: 
Mr •. Evison. 



GEORGE HOYT ALLEN 

CLINTON,NE.W YORK 

U.S.A. 

RECEIVED 

UC T. 13 1937 ~-,;: 

Hon. A. E. Demaray, 
Acting Director,·· 
_National Park service, .. 
Department-of the Interior. 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr . Demaray: -

Your letter to me of ·the 22nd ·of last June telling me, that 
by referenoe·from·President Roosevelt, the ·01d·sohool·Building here 
in Clintonhad·been listed .. for inclusion in your survey of Historic 
si-tes· ·for· a Grover·· cleveland .. Memorial and that a survey would ~e 
made as so·on as your· :facilities would. permit: and furliher·, that 
you would advise::m-e as to ,men I· might expect a representative of 
your service in'Clinton: 

. 
I promptly-answered this letter ·as follows on·June 25th. 

"My.dear Mr. Demaray:- yours of 22nd received last 
evening·_. I· will greatly appreciate your giving me 
advanoeinotice of the arrival.of your representative 
in Clin~on, to consider the merits of our site for 
a Grovef ,Cleveland Memorial. 

••I will be on hand to . answer any questions to the 
beet of ·my ability." 

It would be :as easy for :nie to believe that our Government 
bonds would become worthless ae to believe that your representa­
tive will .not come to Clinton. 

But that I can more satisfactorily govern my movements would 
it be possible, at this time, to give me information as to about 
when I might e,xpeot a call from your representative? 

Sincerely yours, 

~. 

\ t,:t ',-,. 

I 
l 

:, 
... " .. .'...,~:.·:...:. 

:.~ __ .;_::_~lJ..0.j,.;,.,.:,,~{:Jy.......____...:...:....... _____ __:_ 
-·~···---'·-· .• i .•. ..l- •••..•• ·-·· ·- ··-·~·····~· 0'·•··•·•-··~-- .. ,, . ., ........... -



Reproduced at the National Archives 

STANDARD FORM No. 14A 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 • 

WESTEBN-. m1om 

T·ELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS--:GOVERNMENT RAT~ 

o--7184 

Gecu.-ge 11-. Allen 
Cllnt9n, Ney, York. 

FROM INTER1QR DEPARTMENT 

CHG. APPROPRIATION ___ Gep.~Ql~------1 

October 16, 1937. ~ -~ 
~~~===tj/ '-/ 

/ (\ .. t/ 

~

'-.. ,·~\ \ 1 (}.,N 
. . ....) \J./ 

I y.: 
0 ,v\r,l 

j'. 
Roulds • will .. ·_coil$ult 'With. you 11egarding Cleveland Memorial Monday• 

I. 

·A. E. DemaJ!'&Y• 

rms. 




