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·As you know the Ft. Greene Monument in Ft. Greene 
Park, Brooklyn, was erected at a cost of $174,144.00 to memorial­
ize the Prison Ship martyrs of 1?76. 

The monument was the second, the first was erected 
by The Tammany S.ociety·or Columbian Order. And as it is so 
quaintly put in the inscription; "The erection for which was be­
stowed by John Jacob Astor, Nassau Island (Long Island) Season of 
Blossoms .n The added flourish of "Season of Blossoms't no do-µ.bt 
arose from Tanmuiny•s predilection·for poesy. That marker was 
erected in 1808, on Hudson·Avenue. The Second.Monument was de­
dicated on November 14, 1908 by President Taft. That fact and 
others such as, fifteen of the boxes containing bones of unlmown 
martyrs exhibited labels that could be deciphered as·follows:-
8. Delaware, 10. Massachusetts, 11~ Pennsylvania; 12. Rhode Is­
land 13. Drummer Bay, 14 •• Virginia, 15. Maryland, 16. North 
Carolina~ 17. Connecticut, 18. New Jersey, 19. Georgia, 20. New 

\

York, 21. South Carolina, 22. New Hampshire, didn't cause the 
''Best Minds" of the Republican Par_ ty to ·_deduce that the Ft. Greene 
Monument was really a·national monument. The result was that it 
is now- just another piece of architecture in a city owned park. 
Nothing particular1y·was done aoout·1t until October 1938 when the 
New York State Society of the D.A.R. at there 43rd annual con­
ference at Jamestown. passed·a resolution asking Congress to ac­
quire adjoining land for a memorial road from the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard to the Ft. Greene Monument-"building a plaza commenorating 
the Navy in the War of 181211, and making the whole thing into a 
National Monument. 

I never heard what became of 11The·Daughters 11 res­
olution. Probably nothing because about November., 1938.when the 
Fleet Reserve Ass'n. or·Brooklyn, United Ex-Navy Men's Collllll. of 
Port of New York the V.F.W~ and.the American Legion were reported 
to have joined hands to have Ft. Greene Park and the Monument 
made into a National Monument. 

Again I haven't heard what has happened to that 
plan~ However from my past experience it has probably been 
shunted off into a blind alley. I know that though I have filled 
columns of.newspaper space in the past there seems to be an 
apathy abou·t the whole thing., for which I blame the past Re­
publican Administrations. As example when the Sesqui-centannials 
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Mr. President -2- May 26, 1939. 

of the Battles of the Revolution was being memorialized in 1926 
I wrote the Post O:f'fice Department demanding to lmow why no 
stamp was issued for the Battle of Long Island tho one was issued 
for the Battle of White Plains. I was told that Brooklyn showed 
no interest in the matter. White Plains·r presume being a 
Republican stronghold was m~~e patriotic. 

Of course it isn't really my particular business to •

1 
present the matter to you, other than that I have come to the 
rescue ·before. Yet I ·reel that· the neglect of the proper dis- \ 
position of the Ft. Greene Monument by the Republican Party can ) 
be·reotified by the Roosevelt Administration. May I ask, 
Mr. President, that you interest·yourself in the matter. I en­
close a New York City Park Department photograph of the monument. 

I have the honor to be 

HDB:MB 

23 Halsey Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. 
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National Park Service, 
Dept. of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

The area is a hill and during the War of t.lie Revolut,ion an earthwork 
known as Fort Putnam occupied the site and formed a part of ~2e ir..ner line of de­
fense during the Battle of Long Island - August 1776. 

The area later became a Park in the City but still retrin,:; ii: c. degree 
much of its original topography. 

During the early part of the Nineteenth Century, a tomb was built to 
receive the bonez of the men who died on the British Priecn Ships r:hi.ch 1tere an­
chored in the Wallabout, now the Navy Yard, from 1776 to 1782. The number of 
these men totaled some 12,000 or more. 

During the Administration of President Taft, a monun:ent was erected 
above the tomb. 

This rather lengthy preamble i.s given in order to give a pictu......-e of the 
case, if you are not acquainted with Brooklyn, the Park and Monument. 

There has been a ver.r con~iderable feelir..g ~.mong i::iu.r Citizr-:-i~s -U:d the 
Park and Monument should be a National one. I em,. therefore, writing to ask some 
questions. 

The Park contains some play areas as ,-:ell ac a much lr.rger a.rea land­
scape planting, such as trees, shrubs, etc., with the usual walks. In t.he event 
of it becoming a National Park, would this condition be maint!?inecl and uould the 
Ps.rk be properly Policed and cared £0:::-by the National GovEH•nr,~ent2 

J( . If it is decided to hav-e thiD a Natione.1 Park and Monument., hou sho~ud 
we proceed? 

In wri tine you on thit~ matter, I em Rcting in a somev.rhat d11:=·1 ce.pr.ci ty, 
as I am ChP..irman of tl:o Borough President' J Advisory Board as fiell s~-~ Chai.rmnn of 
the Committee of the Long Island Historical Society in charge of tl-.i.e mc.tter. 

/( I will be obliged if you can give me the dedred ir1.<:'o:,rr.2 tion. 

EHT:MA 
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EDWIN H. THATCHER 

172 DUFFIELD ST. 

BROOKLYN, N.V. 

_. . 
... ,l·~l/ .• .. ,;" :: ... -~, 

Nation~, Park Service, 
Dept. of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

/ 

i 

Under date of May 29th I wrote you in reference to Fort 
Greene Park and the Prison Ship Martyrs' .Monument. 

May I expect nn ans~er s1ortly? 

Very truly yours, 

6J»m ~L~ 
EHT:MA 
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ADDRESS ONLY 

UNITED ST ATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Ur. Hevlyn DiNk Benson., 
21 Halse,- Street,. 

Brook1111, New York. 

Dear JJr. Beuoa, 

Your letter o,f UaT 26, to President Roosevelt., eon­
CUJ.dlta the- Fortt Gre&DtJ Monument in Fort, Greene Park, 
Bro~~ lJa8 been re.fer.red to the. National Paft Se?'Viee 
tor reply. 

~ au.tblritJ' oE the Hietoric Sites- AC& of Augua~ 
21., 19SS, the lat1omll Pok Serrrice ill matd:q a smvey of 
hiatoric 8l1.tea ~ the. lataon. !he renlta of the 
survey are ~ time w time presented to an Aditlsory 3oflrd 
on l!lat-ioml Pa:dm• Rlator-1c Sites., Bnild:inp and J&mmneata. 
The Adri.sory Soard e.laseifiea the sites as to th$ir na~. 
state or loal ~e. !bu survey is ~ c.b:,om.o. 
~ &ad em tbe ~ or the American ftevolutioa is 
reached ycra mq be sure tbat the Site of Fort ONeD.e wll1 be 
presented to the Mv.taorr Board for its eonsidtmi.ti.on. 

Yov ~ in thie matter ia ~ appreciated. 

S~f'Cttrs, 

tSGO,) ,~Of\lAU) F« la 
Rm1ald F. Lee,. 

SUpenisor of ffistori.o Sites •. 

FSR:mm 



Battle ~oflong Jsland "" :-. 
•. Again Ce~(er_"·o( a fig~f 
Hevlyn ., Dirck • Benson : of . 23 

i .· Halsey ·street, ·Brookl;yn, ~n·;en:-· 
:. thusiast. on local'- ·history,( came 
• forward • .yesterday • "\Vi~h an ex-
• planation for: r~current de~ays _ in 
the • gaining ·of, ;national recogni-

: .-tion • of • the Battle, of :Long ;Island 
., or, a Federal ~itle for Forti: Greene' 
.P.arkr ,sitlf. of ·the : Prisa~. Ship 
• Martyr's Monument. • • • 

"I have written_ • to · President 
Rposevelt ' • aboµt this .• a~d ' he 
turned my letter over .to the only 
body that -now has. authority' to 

• make r~commendations tci ' Con­
gress for historic 'site claims: 
namely;th~t h~aded_by Ro~ald !1\ 

. Le~, .. M:r, B~n_s(!n_ said. ''I; q' ~ote ~ 
. from a. note 'signed by Mr. Lee: , I 

.'Under authority of _ the H,istoric, l 
Si~es_. A. c.t,_· A'1g": 2. i,.· ~9~5,. the_ Na_.-~.} 
tional Park Service 0is ma~ng a,: 
.. ~urv~y ~rougho~t: the na:,ion~ . _; 

" 'Res~lts -are. . from time to i 
• time present~d • to. _ an a4visory . 
• boara which . classifies • them -as to • : 
national, stat~-.-or local -·impOrt-' : 
a.nee. This suriY~Y. is: p_ro~eed!ng I 
.chrdnologically and. when the. • 
period of the American Revolu­
tion is reached you may. be su~e 
that the site of Fort· Gree,;ie will 
be presented fo.r consideration.' ". 



ADDRESS ONLY 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

llr. la.will. B. '!hate.Ile~. 
l'IS Dt.tttield Streett 

Brooklp. Kew York. 

July la, 1959 

'le have reee1vec1 your letter of reo.ent date, eoncera­
iDg Jori Gnexae Park, BNokl,a. 

'l'or your 1Dto,:mat1on, we an encloabg a eo.w of the 
His"or1c Sites Aot of Augut 21 •. 1935 (49 Stat. 666). 
Vader autliluity ot tide Aot, the Katioul Park Senice 1s 
conduti?Jg a lfa.tioll-w14e 8U'fe7 ot h1etor1e sites aD4 
buildinga. '1'he M:rtsory Board on lfat10llal. Parks• Htstono 
Sites, Builcltnp and llon\Vll8Jl1's mast first pass on the na­
tional hiatorie signit1ean.ce ot a eite before it could 
'become eligible foJ' eons1deration as a natio:aal llstoric 
site. 

If the Advisory Board. should f'ind that the site 1s oae 
t¥t. aatlonel hislorie sipWem.ioe, the &tcretai-7 of the 
Interior would next have to deelan the Fon a national 
historie site. aa4 funds woul4 have. to be male anilable by 
the ecmgreas tor its proper preservatiOD 8114 ma~ce 
before it o01lld come UD.der t~ adrdrdst;:ttation of tlae Ifatiomll. 
Pa.rk Sentce. 

Eaelonre 1914?55 
. cc-FSR/tvt 

SiDeerely yous, 

Jrranc1s s. Ronalda, 
Actillg Sapemsor of llistoric 

Sites. 

I 
I 
l . 
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EDWIN H.THATCHER 

17'2 DUF"F"IELD ST. 

BROOKLYN, N,Y. 

Mr. Ronald F. Lee, 
Supervisor 0£ Historical 
Dept. or Interior, 
National Parle Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Sites, 

I have reeeived from Mr. Helvyn Dirck Benson a cow of your 
letter 0£ J1me 22nd in reference to the Pr:ison Ship Martyrs I Monunent 
and Fort Green Park, Brooklyn., and have notE!d its contents. 

Regarding this matter, would stq that I am Chairman of a 
Committee of the Long Isl.and Historieal Society having this matter in 
hand. 

I enclose a copy ot one of the Sociev•s Quarterlies that 
contains an article on Fort Greene and the Martyrs• Monument. This 
will no doubt be of interest tQ you and may prove o:f value to your Ad­
visory Board. 

Yours very truly, 

~.#,7~ 
encl. 



. . -----~-- ·-~~---•-------

EDWIN H.THATCHER 

172 DUFFIELD ST. 

BROOKLYN, N,Y. 

.. 
,·:. --.. i•:.- • . .. .,_ 

Mr. Francis s. Ronalds, 
Acting Supervisor 0£ Historic Sites, 
U. s. Dept. of Interior, 
National. Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Jul:y 26, 1959 

I wish to thank you £or yours of July 12th. 

I am enclosing a cow or the Long Island Historical So­
ciety Quarterly which contains an article on Fort Greene Park and 
the Prison Ship Martyrs• Monument. This may be of interest both 
to you and the Advi.sor.y Board. 

Yours very tru.1.y, 

rt$m~~ 
encl. 
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· •. FdRlGREENF{URGED • 
• ·••·\F;9mN1T10,N~ilARK· 1 

·.•• L~~g.;lsi;~ci;Hist~riPS.l•:ClrOup I 
• , ··.-:Asks ;._Qovernme'nt :1:0 ;T,ake--•• I 
'. ._. :- • •: :c-:·. o,ier···si~ok1y.1,: .A~~a·· ·: 1 •.. •.·... ,• ... . ' , ; . ·; 

•\•: ,, • • ,,· •• , ·.~•' - .-;, .. ~ o\ , ' :.;i 

• .. \PRISO.NERS·:BURIEO-;THERE: I 
·, .'~·-,\\.\'.;'_:': -~-... ~·. ·"':·/) <· · .. ,} 

;·. •,. :, .-:·•:' :_•• ,•: ",.', r .1.:•., ; , •. • ,, • "·,~••' .. ' • • - ~i 
,

1SQciety S_tress~sr:rThat_Grou1id-·f 
• . . • ':- .. , . . :_ .· .. " ; . -~ • • . • : • ' 3 

··.: ·iJ~Sacred to.Sailors:,Who • I 
' : .• ; .,:.. ~ ; • : ~· ".' -~ -. .. ~ : ' .. ' ' ' • ' ~ _·: ; . • i 

·: ·;~:''<·-,.-.'Died :.for.'.1Am'erica • ! 
°; . . ,/:, ;__\. •.,I•_. ~•.\. •'• ,, : •, •• '•·; '' ( 

• ~ .. •• -~ ,. • t ' . • • . 

, ; \. --Tii°~·::ton:g:_:Isla~d:·Hist~ri·cal, $07 .i 
• ... clety -has- recommended /to,\Wash-· . 

'ingfori~ .Albany~,and·:.the.-city ,govern:., I 

.• Irient:·:. that. :Fort::'. Cfreehe·:· 'Park-: in: 
_do:wntown •. ~r~okiyn '. ·,: l)e·: >;·' pla~ed 

. un4,er.. '.the · jutisdictionl,.o_1\ .Federal 
•• ·' authorities :as a national monument. ' i 
••• ':-A_: resoluti9n.'•: ad6pted·.:_. by'.,;°~he : 
.• gro~p at. ~>~c~nt'· :rneeting 'i_s 

1
p~~~. ; 

.,. . lished • in. ·.the. .. current -issue , of . its· . . .. ~ . . . ' . . ' . . . . . . . 

. . . .·• quarterly ,. bulletin. • • The wording 
~~-:J;, '; ru'ps:; . .':•: .• ; .·.: ·,.· ::.· . -:· . 

. : ·_•!Whereas/ ··~ome>).thous~nds ., -of 
• .America:rfs/.:for: :.th'e_!':mo·sf. part, .. sa.il- . 
·ors • .-e~gag~d:_.·in/_:_cripp).ing': :~ritish 

; commerce.·a.nd.'·bi•inging.:.home much 
• needed. supp(i~s.·:.·•were ,:beid-'. prison"­
ers -in· .the. prisoii:-.shlp Jersey,·and t 
ot;her ·.-::prison·.: ·ships • ,stfLtio1~e·d.: in 
Wallabout ._ Bay, ... ·under.: conditions, • 
vile and cruel ·beyond words;::e.nd ••• • 

"Whereas, '.Jh~y. refus~·a,. to ·.recant· 
i their .. belief in: :Amerfoa.n-independ-

_··1· · ence ··and:·swea.r allegiance :to· the 
_ . · Br~tf~h :fl~g,<although .; by :so, doing_ 

they -would·-escape. from. the· pi-ison· 
1 :ships -:.to,. the :.rela.tive; comfoi:t ·_of: 

• ,...l . , service:· on· ;a: -:British ::'mari. .. of-war; • 

• t"i .• l _-.·:a~~wher~~;::'.-/~-~~y,-'.i.t;ci};~;J·~~-\:._~/: 
1 . .: }', ··_th_e~~r, succu:qibed\to ,the. t_or.t~;i'.¢sJin-:.: . 
. 
1 
•. · .. ··;·· fl~cte<!-.·-~po~, them,.·g~ve}~ei,r:·Ji~~s. J 

,
1 

.. ~· ; , , .. io -keep-, fai_th, •. _and, ·no~:: ll~;:J.~U:1·1e.c;l :: 
'.) . ·l • · ( at Fort '.Greene; Park" in:"'0Brooklyn •• • 

·: •. r\·l<~ili~~i.~:ili! 
J ••. _. • .. *~tegi~rp~t:.-0~r'Yashit1gtop_'s :line_-,' 

• •• . ; ·of• .. defe~se, ..-·;:which .;·extended;: 'from· : 
ii'.•·:. • ·:_,; > '\Yall~l;)out.;-: Bay·qo 'Go:wa.nu~. ,~Ba.y ;:-·; 
j-. ,. . . .. _.• J "rin_·,,t~e,:•130:ttle'-;,of: Long\Is~a.ij.d;,;. and.· • 
. --· 1 -··. • :'·'.Was-'thei:'scen:e,.:.of;:stout.;/resistance 

,. ;_::r:· ::·· ·to:"t~e·:'Briti~h: ;po~· .. tlie_refore:b.e'_it·,. 



.. · ..... •• Asks· F~deraf:Protectlon':-r T";T-:'1: 
: ·~(R~sol~~d( ·.t'.1:l~t~':th'J\t.o~·g ·rsi~~d ~ } • 
. . Historical • Soc~~ty·: !3a~nestly reco~-: . 
; . mends to ,the·<Congress • of. tlie 

• ,, United States, that. the•Tomb of the i 
·,' Prison 'Ship. Martyrs .b~'•desfgnated, I 
.-.as, a national/monument; ,under the. I 

-• ~ .... ,:protection.,~ of~ the .. "N8.tionalf1:Par.k .. 
, i - • . '. \ 1: ,Servic~,· and .thatIFort:.Greene:P.ark. , 
I ;.~--:: y: ~-' (~~ic;h '~nclu~:~s',,th~ _-mart:v,r.'s,.·:col-, 
; • ~ !,Umn) be·11kno:w:n :•as· :Fort.·.qreene , 
!. ·. :':: '! •:,Natio~al•:¥o_n~~ent,'.,' ·\: \ '. t~ ·•t-''. :f1.' :~ • \ 

: ' 
i . ' 'i: ; under th~ •titl~ H-•Tomb" of .. the .Un.:. 

. ·L Rear::•A~mitaI-.:~eg~llP.,ld:· 1,RU~~-1 
: ,knap, retired; ...... ;writes • of· ·this· ••area 

I r· l;n~~n. Soldiers;•~·., :~ij-~ _'park ,'~S 

: bo~n4ed by.De ~alb:~renue, W~~h:.. 
,'. • ington Park, __ Willoµghby . Street,. , 

•, ··:.'·.,.acres and was· approved•,in: '1&4~1 , •• 
f;l .. ·, "·· • .'.!Here· lie -t};le ·remains•.of ·12~000 

. .-·_st .. ':EdY{ard~, -Str.eet :·~«/· -Myr,tle: 

1

. t 
, 1 ·Avenue., .I~·: -~o.~tajns; ··t~e!}ty;s~x 

I 

!. 

· t ,.sail_ors, ·_of, •th~•.~i°'.R.evol,u~ion•/~~ -·~af~,., 
·. : 'Admiral 1 ,Belknap. '11 Such, men,.,de­
••• , serve' unfailing honor. and re~peg_t; 
• '., . Their•. nation•~ -recognition is; l~"llg r 
. :. overdue. and should:,,:i:i,o long~r. be i 

• postponed.- rFittipg:,.:also/is-.it· that' :a 
th.i~ shrine•s:existen'ci{shall no-more 

/.. be',known 'only wi~hin:·sma.U{,com-: 
. :::.· pass. Th43_se men,-:gave :9:U they·.had, • H ·and':(while 'their '~am~s 'Willremain 
'.;· ,unknown· .. ·their. patriotic service· 

.. .. , .':: ·•.:marked , by this :monument f3hould: 
: ::: ,be' ltnown ·throughout: the '.:iand1:r' .: : : ' 
.'::·\,', rq·e, qu·art~·rly\contai11s article.s··on· 
.: . th~··:mQnu,:n~nt· a.ri9-•,:.,JJarlt, tr.ea\ing 

'. \ 

t :the·.·· latt_er -~-' thro~gh:.:· • ·i:e:i>rints • .. of_: 
• ;, ·sketches, ~rigi~ally :w:i:itten. in 1869. 
I ·and' : 1878. ·'. Concerni~g the _burial 

'·;:,g.r.9und, .. it i.~~Aotedt,·.:· • ... ·:: <· ·.:' . 
• .f:-' t':',!:'he.\fir. s .. t ;p.r!l!o .. n;_ s;h ... ip: t·o.: ~r .. r,ive ~.I 

a~ :the Wallab9ptt:~nchored ! ·near _q 
, Remsen's niill -on the-:west, shore of p'U 

. - ·the .. bay a~ov.f,O~t-. :20, .1776. In :1777-r1sr 
:t. :.'it\:~as r~:,ioi:t~d_,; ·.that·. _each=. i;hiP: tJsr 
:'(;. bt1i:1e:d' :te~: or, :t'!el~e _ l PtiS(?ners _-a- sa1 

•. • 0 .day!;~ S.h~Io-vr grav-13~ .~e~e d~_ghi :,ta:i, 
• ~: the :sand:, .... : :°' ·'·· •. . . • •• • •. ~.111 

.. • : : .: .-~~m~~Y • Coll~~ted : ~oiu~s' . ' • ·r.:~ 
• ,, ':'JQhn Ja.c~on acquired;the .mill . ~ 

::,· .. prpperty about :1y91 ·and tlie follow-
• fog year citizens of .Brooklyn.-.de-· w 
• cided to inter. the; remains in the ~tX' 
, , graveyard. of, th: ReforJ!1ed D~tch \tllO 

Ohur.c;h, . but .t~IS . W~·· not doµe. 1-em 
,.Changes prepa;1:atpry to the estap... -'('BA\ 

. - Hsl'.lment of 'th..e' l'f P.VY.lY~rd• it1 1803 'u.Si: 
•. led to • tpe .. ~i!5'¢t:>y~ry -/of~; a'. fu;ther. -t1si 
• quantity ,of bonesr. · 'J;pe·,Tammany_ am: 

- ,SoQiety presented ·a p,etitlon ·to C~n- . .,,., : 
gress without.success. • _ 1~ 

"Major, Be~jamin.i Aycrigg, a l.I'B; 
·Sachem.· of lhe, ·so~Mty, _engaged, a· s1a:,: 

• ,man tQ. coll~ct the .bones two years ;~: 
/later, .. Jackson don.ated land. for a .•• 

vault:'·and·'.:"the •·'iremains.'·,werec4:de-· JO I 
,·, .'• .• posited in. thirteen coffins outsi~e ::· 
,., -the Navy ·Yard· wall at the corner 

::·· ·of'York and Hudson Streets. Ben- 1;:; 
_. . • \'jam in Romaine,' Grand Sachem of \ 8 •• \the Tamma~y, Society, laid the IA~~ 

. , cornerstone, • . . . 
• ").'Himself a. prisoner, during the ;=:: 

1 war, Romaine acquired . the . p:rop- i 
erty in 1839. ·He w;as buri~d. th:e·re. l 
Fort Greene was. d~signated by-the l 
Martyrs' Mon:ument. ~sociation in 1 
1855 when t_he earlier vault ha'd de.:.. .1 
teriorated. 'Finally, ··l>Y, 1873, con~ t 
tinued agitation • brought · action: j 
from the City'. of ".Brooklyn ,.and· a.. j·, 

;,_ brick vault was cons.tructed on the .. 
• _· .. ·siae of' a hill' known·. as Forf Ptit"". : 

• nam. -.· The bodies •w:ere-. ti:a~sfex:r.ed· . 
quietly by Par~ _Department .. em-
ployes." . . . • • . 

·:· -'.:::Monument ])edicated in 1908 . 
• : . 'The So~iety of ,Old -Broqkly~it~s 

, opened in 1887 a campaign .. for a. i 
· , . • proper monument~·· It: received fresh. '. 

impetus in . 1900; ·wb,en , additional ; 
. • .bodies were unearthed·'in'the· Navy : 
,··Yard. Private· .:sul:):sc#~ers 'contrib-. 1 

·,. ;uted $2~1000, the city. aP.propriated. 
• 1 • .. • . $50,000, the State 'granted :another.: · 

• ·$2?,000. and Washington ·matched· 
their total with.:$foo;ooo. • • • • : 
. Stanford White,';the famous arcihi- I 

tect, • created' the design of . the 
Prison's. Ship·. Martyrs' · Memorial,: ; 
Chief-~·-J'ustice, ._ ,Charles ':Evans .. 
Hughes, ··then Govern~r of New 

· Yprk, presi.ded:in 1908 at the dedica-·, 
• i. . fion- ceremonies. - . Pl'esident-elect 

.: ,··. 'WiUiam·~Howard Taff delivered the 
'oration: l . :. • .. . • . 

• ·, .'.'° ;The·,monume;nf•:is -approached by 
, ... ·.a.,broad.: flight, of: s.t~Rs .. from· Myrtle 

,Avenue. and st·. ,Edward's Street .. In 
:the· cent.er! of".t~e. st.eps is· the en-:­
itrance to:.the·.tomb.~· The .. towering • 
.shaft is• of granite.•· .Two· Civil War 
,cannon and bronze eagles·:embellish 

1 
•. ,Jhe plaza. ."• · ••.• . •. • .• 

1 
, . • • 



ADDRESS ONL.Y 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
THE ,l:,lRECTOR. NATIONAl. PARK SERVICE 

July 28, 1939~ 

Me. Edwin ll. Thatcher, 
1?2 Duffield st., 

Brooklyn, Mew York. 

Dear Sir: 

I have reeeived your letter ct July 26, trano­
mitting a copy of the Long Islend Historical ~.)(}ciety 
~uarterly containing. articles on E'ort Greene Pt1rk 
nnd tho I;.ri son ~"hip lGnrt;;r s' Monument. 

lt was moat kind of you to send us this. int:~rest­
ing material which I am sure ivill prove of grant value 
to us-. 

Francis s. Roxm.lds, 
Acting SUporviaor of' Historic Ditoa. 

fsr:ch 
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~ - . -·· -··" -, .......... _ -•··. 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D.c. 
Esteemed Sir:-

Feb. 27th, 1947. 

As a result of a resolution adopted by the 131 
posts of the Kings County American Legion, the Historical 
Momuments & Battle Sites Committee has been directed to make 
inquiry to determine what agency of the United States Government 
has the responsibility of the upkeep and maintenance of a memorial 
in the form of a tall granite shait now in the Fort Greene Park, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. This shaft was built over a tomb of some 
11000 soldiers of the American Revolution who died in the British 
prisons ships in Wallabout Basin, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

The late President Howard Taft uedicated th~ monument 
either in 1907 Or 1908. Information at hand discloses that an 
eternal light is suppose to burn at the top of the shaft. The 

•·. 

shaft itself houses an elevator which does not operate. An inspection 
of the grounds and monument discloses no caretaker and nobody seems 
to be in charge. 

Our connnittee has been informed that it is a national 
shrine. 

We shall be pleased to be~ vised if the monument in 
question is a government project and if so what provisions have 
been made to keep it in good repair an/condition. 

Yours ery truly 

A.Jc/so 

~, . 
A Cincotta 

rman Historical Monuments 
attle Sites Committee, 
gs County Ameeican Legion. 



UNITED STATES . ;_. 

-- .' : .. - .:~· -~ ·. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ADDRESS ONLY 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Mr •. A. J. Cincotta* 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
54 

March s._ 1947 o 

Kings County American Legion~ 
Poat Office Box 102. 

Brooklyn 2, New York. 

Dear Mr. Cincotta.:· 

Your letter of" February 27, addressed to the Secretary of' 
the Interior# in Waahington~ D~ c., regarding the Prison Ship 
Martyrs• Monument in fort Gre,ne Park 1 Brooklyn~ Bew York, has 
be-en referred to this Office for reply. 

We regret that we are una~~• ~ogive you any information 
x:egarding the responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of 
this memorial which is no~ under the jurlidiotio.n of the Nation­
al Park Service. In the latter pan ··of the -nineteenim, century 
and in the first quarter of the twentieth century,. _mon.umeuts of 
this type were frequently erected by tne ~'ederal Government with 
the understanding that they should b~ preserved and maintained by 
the comm.unities or oi'tiea in which they W$re located.-

It is possible that information concerning the monument in 
Fort Greene Park might be obtained from the Seeretary of the U. So 
War Department, Washington~ D. c., :inasmuch as many .of these 
older war memorials were constructed under the direction of' the 
War Department. Another possibility would be to address your in­
quiry to the Mayor of the .City or New York, who could have a 
land title study made of the property on which the monument stands. 

Vie regret that we.are unable to give you further information, 
but -'appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing to us about this 
mrattero 

CWP:lt \ 
cc: Mr. Demaray. 

Sincerely yours,, 

ti®~)~ kT~-O°BY & ~'¢)LSO}Er 

llillory A. Tolson, 
Acting Di.rector. 

,I 




