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The·~ttached communication 
i' ,_-., ,. 

i . is .. s~nt··tQr· Y<?Ur. _consideration. 

Pl~~s~ i~~esUgate the statements 

·contained -·therein and ·.·forward me 
' . . . ~-··.,. . . 

the necessary information for re

ply, r·~turni~g th~ enclosed corre

spondenc·e ·with··y·our answer. 
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Kauffmann 4/ 12 
Swem (K) 4/12 
Bowen 4/12 

Ron. WiUUt.m H. -Ayrea 
lfoutle or .Bc;presG.ta.-t1ve& 
·1'MJU'Q8ton :ct,, .,~ c. 
~a.r 'Mt. Mes1 

We write to acknQWledge- yoUr communiQation or April a bll.1.nging 
to our ~un.ti9n. a let.t~r to you. tx'Oln Mr. R. S. 'Wagner Qt Akron, 
Obie, who ;le in-te~eate~ 1n th,~ reerea.tion ~tent:ial. of the 
Uleg®ey Beaen"eir in Pennayj.vania and New 1e>-.t1.k. 

We '~Ql~•f! tor ,ou a ¢Pl'i1 ot ~ ••i.~n.:t on ~ ,fJt\.l~ie-s 4t . 
ll.1.eShe~ li~••n.ctr 1llt1¢h lhlt •~l\ to Mr. Wagnezt. W'e are sorry 
not to ~ve b'4 th:La availabl.• in time tor his visit t0 the site. 

~ study ot tb.e. i'~CJ:eat1on ,X'Q-tentml. at the Allegheny Raservoir 
site wu done tor the Col'.'98 ot ingineers at the1~ request. 1iO 
;r:ec.pnitAen4a-tton1 11.-e .JDa4e conc~l'n'intt s.dministl"ation of recrf;lation 
tller•.. We •~•• ~t tbe ~'1• 1.- t.l01f ¥aJ.~i~ tll~ Cle. ta $8 prp .. 
vided ~ tpat 'it is not yet taaily tot pu'bl~-0~titm• 

~a Waaner' s letter $a. te~ned .,a-- 'tequeate4, with Q\.U' ~e tor 
b,avi-xig the 01>wrtun:1ty to revi-ew 1 t. 

} 

SincePely yotll'.s, 

Ben H. Tnompson 
AJ:l1Jj.atant D!J;ector 

I 

Copy to: Reiional Director, Region Fiv:e (2) wjc inc. 

Pa k Planning w/c inc. 

JMKa.uffmann: et 4-16-62 
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HAROLD G.WILM "'-.-'TATE OF NEW YORK L. _ ,4RT ..J. MI DDL.EBROOKS 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR COMMISSIONER f(f ff f Vf: u 
LEoNARD L.Hur-rt.Es:ti:O•H ?ARI( SfRvU't 

DIRECTOR °"&~i.h-lffiN OHICF. 

'-i •• 

MAY z 9 54 AH '6? 

Re: L58-RNP 

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 

DIVISION OF PARKS 

ALBANY 1 

April 30~ 1962 

~. Ben H. Thompson 
Assistant Director 
National Park $ervice 
Wash:ington 25~ D. C. 

Dear Ben.: 

Thanks for your letter of April 19th regarding 
the Al1e~heny Reservoir. It should be no·ted that the State 
of NeW'2Yor1t~ on its own 

4

initiative~ is proceeding with plans 
aimed at about the same objective contained in your state
ment.. We are~ for example~ negotiating with the Army Engineers 
for a permanent impoundment at a stable level on Quaker Run, 
one of the principal tributary arms of the Reservoir. We 
are also acquiring adjacent land at this point, and at three 
other tributary branches of the Reservoir in order to tie 
the maximum flow line required for flood control purposes 
into existing park lands .. 

We are reconciled to the fact that these are 
betterments as far as the· flood contrs-1 design is concerned 
and that New York State llUl.St foot the bi11. However,. there 
are a number of s:ituations~ especially the land under the 
permanent lake!~ where Federal participation could logically 
and properly help with the cost if recreation were made a 
supplementary purpose of the project .. · 

In our opinion~ any move .;in this. nature must be re
lated to specific improvements planned for recreation.. It 
does no good and may do considerable harm to promote this 
matter in genera1 terms. This has a tendency to merely com
plicate features of the project1hat are already controversial 
such as the taldng of additional Indian~-... ~ 

LIJI:PM 
cc: Mr. Batterson 
5/14 

of State Parks 
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f'l'ff!o~r- vtrrt:tg'W,ogram ··"AiCJs Game · · 
~ "-Anc:i the ~v~9d '!lroiiucfs-, ~ ~ore;;t ~f P,'. used by; mo. r~ 

'tliati> 30 aw 11 n v :tu ll'ffipwooct{g going- • 
to l11ree paper manufacturing. plants. · · ' 

Presently, tl1e operational plan for the· ;\llegheny Forest 
calls for multiple-use management 'for timber, water, wild-
life and \c~rt~in, );pecial '- recreational facilities. . 

, ' 
· 'rhe plan ·cali'l for clea.r-cutti.ng 8100 acres o! forest- a 
ye:u· to· benefit deer, grouse, r abbits and-sn.owshocs and to 
Improve the qliality 1 of the tlmbe1· stands. About 16,400 
n<:res are expected to be thinned annually, again with ma-
terial benefits· to ·ga.rne and timber. · 

•. j' - • ; # 

When this program gets into full swing, about 25 ·million 
board Ieet of sawtimber and 14.7,000 cords o! pulpwood will 
be cut each year. This annual cut is ;ibout 2* times as 
great as that authorized durJng the 1938-1958 period. 

Such intensive forest management is bound to be ·re
flected in better hunting .and more recreation for the sports
men of Western P_ennsylvania and surrounding regions .. 

Forest Service Has , Proven Suczcessfu/ 
The ~60 . miles of trout streams are stocked and man

aged for these' cold water fish and anglers are making· about \ 
200,000 yjsits each-· year. Some small lakes and. ponds have 

. also ·been devel9ped for fishing. · . , 
.Any,one whof·has ,..visited · the Allegheny knows .. that 

many ·recreatiq,na1 sites, 'have been set asJde. for camping, 
J?icnicking, ·swimming, liiking . 
and other ' ,forins of outdoor I 
recrf'ation. And iliese hav~ . 
been equipped witli facilities 
for the comfort· and safety of ... 
those using them. 

- ~~ T hus, a careful analysis ./'...; 
ot the managemen.t plan ~~\ 
_nnd the worlc, aJ.tg~i,~~a~·ni, ,, 
complished oh the.· Aile-, 
gi1eny Natio n a I °Forest 

· shows that ,n, highl;y ~tis,-
f acfQry job Is being done and that right' .noiv the Forest 
Is Providlnglmuch recreation~ 

And Jt seems· p~ob~b)e that , Forest Service personnei 
are just as .capable o! increasing tl1e recreational facilities 
of t_he area when ryeeded as Park Service personnel. 

In a:laition, the Forest Service is already e,stablished, 
knows the problems and the people and has pro\~ed its ability 
to keep pace With . recreational needs. Replacement would 
mean the scrappihg pf marty i lne mai1agement and research 

.t?JQjects, ,stutji!,!;> an'd plans. Certainly the cost o! changing 
froi\1 , a National Fprest . to a National Park would be/ no 
small item. 

The Pennsylvnrij!J. Federl).tion o! Sportsmen's Clubs 
11f1d the Penn~ylvanil!-. Chapter. o! Pie Izaak Walton League 
have · passed r esolutions fayorlng the retention of t1'e 

, . Forest Servl~f Irr it~ pr~e~t position. 

Unrepresenteq sportsmen's clubs and individuals who 
!eel the same way could indicate tl1eir convictlon!j by ·writing 
their "senators and · z:epresentatives in Congress. ' 
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JN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDiAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

MAY 

Memorandum 

To: D.irector, National Park Service 
Attention: B:en Ho "Thomps _, s.sislant Director 

From: Commissioner, B.ureau of Indian Affairs 

Subject: Propoaed form of response to inquiries relative to 
~legheny (Kinzua) Res.ervoir 

W·e are in receipt~£ a communication from Mro John M. Kauffman. 
of your offic.e, ·dated April 2, 1962, requesting our review of a pro
posed form of respons:e to inquiries received by your office relative 
to Park .Service involvement in Allegh.eny (Kinzua) Res:ervoir recre
ation planning. We see-nothing objectionable in. the form reply from 
the standpoint of this Bure.au or the Seneca Nation. 

We regret our delay in responding to 

Commis.sioner 

Attachment-==> //i 

. ) 

l 
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June 26, 1962 Pittsburgl1 30, u. 

lVIr . Ben H. Thompson 
As s istant Director 
U. s. Dept. of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr . Thompson: 

L !;;-g 

I was del ayed in answering your recent letter 
because of a l engthy trip . However, I was very 
pleased to receive your comments about my column 
concerning the Al legheny Reservoir area. 

Apparently this was another case of my not hav
ing quite all the facts. Although from several 
sources including some officials, we were con
vinced that the i ntent was to make a natioral 
park of this area. 

I was sincerely in opposition to this move for 
this particular area simply because we need open 
hunting territory more than we need a national 
park in this region. At tha t time there was 
no discussion at all about a national recreational 
area which would have changed the picture greatly . 

At any rate, I think that this whole situation 
has now resolved itself, and I hope that there 
was no harm done to the Park Service or its 
personnel, for whom I h ave the highest regard. 

RML: ss 
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WARREN COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

• WARREN COUNTY COURT HOU SE 
WARREN, P ICNNSYLVANIA 

TELE~HON£9 140B, 47B 

September 1 4, 1962 

lf.r,, Allen T., Edmunds 
Burae'.l of Outdoor Recreation 
l 3 Sour.~ 3rd Streat 
Phlla el pt 1.a 6 ~ Pennsylvania 

')ear M- ... Edmunds: 

/ 

..Ve art> ple ~.,ed th.at thf:' Bureau has es ta bl ished a field 
office in ?h1 lad el ufl. :1 a. to deal wl th ou tdoo:· rec:rea t i on prob.lams 
in th~- region~ Slnce the Wa~ren County Planning Commission 
wa~ formed lln 19t18 l} the.y ha.vtd a t tempted to keep abreast oi.' 
recreational development in t his areao 

Yo art'l no :doubt av.are tbs.t the Army Engineers have under 
constru~tion a lar~e dam on t he Allegheny River which will form 
a "'oservio1r wi~h vast recreational pctentialo The Warren County 
Plan~Jng Cornm1ss1on is deeply concerned with this development 9 

IUld the impact it will have upon the future of Warren CoWltJ. 

With this in mind, we would like to take this oppo!'tun i t;y 
to ~~tono to you an inv tation to visit wit h us and revia / the 
situa~ion from our standpointo I bel1eva that I can say 1& is 
the L'1 t<..n ti on o!"' he commission t r a t they wish to see an orderly 
c~velopment of recreational plans which will meet the future needs 
of the people of this regiona I would appreciate hearing from you 
on this ma tteJ"' flt your earliest conventence, and look for ard to a 
meetir1g :1n the nea~ future o 

cc: Dave Swa...ison - Chairman 
Bill King - Dlrector 

Very s i n ce r e l _y, 

WARREN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

n. Ho McCarthy 
Vice Chai rman 
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IN REPL. V REFER TO: 

L58•RNPP 

~. __ 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Northeast Region 

143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106 

September 18, 1963 

Memorandum 

To: Director 

From: Regional.. Director 

Subject: Bureau ot outdoor Recreation report on Allegheny 
Reservoir 

We have given brief review to the subject report in accordance 
with Assistant Director Thompson's request of September 16 and 
our canments are noted be1ow. 

The report appears to be factual and anaJ.yticaJ. in nature. It 
proposes aJ.terna.te courses of action but stops short of recom
mendations. The data presented bas been Im.own for some time 
but the course to pursue has not been presented. Perhaps this 
is the function of the President's Recreation Advisory Council 
and, if so, then the report, in our opinion, presents the facts 
in a well formulated manner. 

We have no substantive changes to suggest and appreciate the 
opportunity to review the report. 

~t~ 
RegionaJ. Director 



.. :-

··1 ' 

l': .: . . e (-- ·----- . - -·---:- - ----;:·......-;::::-. --

! 

t 
I 

I . 

.. 0 .. ~- Oij .~M ~f;' 

L.5? 

' ... 

Northeast aeg!oa 
14' South Tldrd Straet 

Pbilade1phia·6~ ft.-

Sept•• 191 1962 

.~ 

' '\ 
- ... .,,.._.., ,.. .. , l will ... ..,, .. .,,. ...... wt• ~ 
row paup. Ja -. -~-we '411 ~• 1101& .-. d· ,._ • ..._. J. ,. - -Al-. .. poJ•'""': .. -.1• ........... - ,...., .t;Jdrtltlog t 
0ti t1* ma•• • -11 4f ·the result•· of the .abd¥· 1-te ,,_. 11t.e · i 
a...._.,,_bJl._.aadl._..• ·' · 

we --~- ,.. ......, .....-. dae ..-llMalm# td a .f'814 
1 

dftc• .......... ot ............... "'111U·-ana. ''i . . . ; . ... ' . . 

Copy tot Dtnctor, BOil. 
Dkec~ar, m. 

(SIGNED) 

AllaT, ....... 
ftal4-

. .,,· 

With cop7 of iucomiug. / 
With cepy of incoming. 
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UNITED STATES 2!1 / r 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR l I 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ~.,~(;=-~ 

S&P27 m~. 
' 
~ .t.e 1n ~ to ~ .l.atter of 9 ~ties our · eatD 
on o.ppU.ca.ti~ ttR: Uc®" tar ~e<l ~~l~otrtc Pl"OJeot Be • . 
aaBo; to - l.OCato<l t the ~ ol ~a cm the · . 
S:VOJ'..!8 tbo ~ty ot ~<:», • ~ Caunt)t-;. ~~-:._.~ • . 

~ &s'~ Gtcl'taa on pnac u CJt 'tbQ appli¢et1oo tar uccns:e 
that the ~ ot ~ Gl20 tbe Campen)' ~VO d~ft.~ tbot 
the ~iaral pant.on et the l)l'oJOO'O output. alt\ not Jum;tty 
the Q.Qn~on cost (>f sepan.rt. acu1tJ~. ~ b:lo 
Gllok'D m itn ap;pU.cat:l.ou tbat it ~ ~ote proJoct, 1ne:l~ 
tile ~ ot~~ is const~a. theN vlll bo 315,oco i:JJ. :t.ts 
f# th1D ~fXI01V· r&io~ it bllU.t lq ~- <Joft.tQmCnt, et#Ad Odd 
Oubatt'.mt~ to ~ prete~nee OUGt~1· ~ G~ in tb!.e • 
n ~ m JlQOJdb.1.e tek tt ao~ to bw arr C'AOrgy 
frW1 the ~ e~ at o fair prottt or ~G at the 
~t.ty foi: ~ that ldU t tk: cu.~ty 
uoablo on t »--""etenm~ ~tr=r 1@ c~. 

~ ~ 'bOUe-.J® tbat ~ l dwt trQm tbD ~ 
~cct cotWS bOJ;t be ~ en to tho 51 prciCNl\eQ o.~omot'Ci Lil 
the ~,ylvucia ~ 1t too Pata' ~Utica are ecact-~ "3' 
en4 ~tcd - 'the Gove~. ~o ~ be vr:r~ until the 
~tit~ hJ.W !li.ieVJ.GCd its~ tc ilicludc ~at~. 
We, ~, . tJ:ll)t tho ~cs.ts.a fer Uea be clen.\od 
a'r at least. 4ef'C ~ Gu.ch time ® tl1o ~ Cf UC!fJl'G 
~ tbe ~;:Uea ~ ~ill o. ... l'ublie · Cc.cmd.ttee 
~~~ ~S,Q& a4t'Jptod • l~ 1$61. 

~ VJ.Gh l.Uld WM a SQmc ~ml ;t. the lU"QJ«!H::t voul4 not 
o1smfteaat~ altar ti~ cor:&~ 1n o~tber 
cl~~. U'~ ~ ~ vill .. 
tlv: cmm, vtt.b or v:t.tllalt ptOJect. I!ttl an 
en-4 ~ \10\3l.O ba $1.isbt• 

A ~ ~~ ban unt:ler Caool.dcl'atil 
'VJ.th All~ RG~r ~cc:t. "11la ~ 'WULoi;.l.iM{ 

o f3bQrt 4oVllo~ fl'Cm AU . ' . . . • K1n 
FQJeet ~ b1iJVC no csti~ er~ lJ.P(ln the hat~ or :&.w 'f.Yl*'a'Uon. 

f COPY FOR ~TIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN REPLY REF~O: 
Nortiheast Region 

143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. t1.58-Allegheny 

September 2a·, 1962 

Memorandum 

Toi Director 

From: Regional Director 

Subject: Draft of l3ill to Authorize the Establishment of the 
Allegheny.National Recreation Area 

The draft of subject Bill enclosed with Mr. Bowen's memorandum of 
August 27, 1962 has been reviewed in this Office. 

With the exception o:r the J.ast sentence in p~ph 5 (a} which 
seems in conflict with the last sentence of the first paragraph 
in Section 3, the draft is well written as a genera.l BLll. 

It is the ce?,ncensus of this Office, however, that it woul.d be ill
advised to inject the National Park Service into the AlJ.egheny 
situation, especial.ly at this time. Recent information avail.abl.e 
here indicates there has been no change in the State of Pennsyl
vania' a position in regard to the recreational aspects of this 
reservoir as a result of the joint inspection some time ago. 

It could very easily jeopardize our endeavors at Tocks Island. 
The .Al.legheny situation is higbl.y controversial. and since the 
cooperation of two of the key agencies invelved here, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Forests and Waters and the Cor.:ps of 
Engineers, are so essential. to· a smooth working relationship at 
TbckS Island,- it woUld seem µnwise to let ourselves get "in the 
~ddJ.e ~·, so to speak, of an aJ.reaey difficult problem. 

ilthough the lands and interests of the Seneca Nation are covered 
in the draft. bill, we feel the Indian pr9blem is far from resolved. 
The Seneca Nation we.n:ts to· bave sole responsibility 'Within their 
lands and hopES; of course, to b8.ve additional lands added to their 
reservation as replacement for lands submerged. This· then al.most 
eliminates the New York portiion o:f' the reservoir ~s part of a 
unified planned and administered area of the National Recreation 
Area. 
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The U.S. Forest Service has worked hard in support of their plan 
and would not relinquish their interests easily. 

The Corps of Engineers do not feel that administration oi' the area 
by one agency is feasible; there:f'G>re, we could not count on their 
support f'or a National.Recreation Area administered by the National 
Park Service. They h8.ve also indicated they will construct the 
required facilities on lands not previous~ in public ownership. 
As you know, they have never rel.eased our preJ imiJl.SJ.7 report on 
the recreation potential of' the area. 

The Secretary of Pennsylvania's Department of Forests a.nd Waters has 
stated he is not in favor of the recreation aspects being adminjstered 
by the Corps. He has imtimated, as pointed out in our meinorandmn of 
Januery 30, 1962 that the Forest Service would be a logical adminis
tering agency for the Pennsylvania portion. 

While we have no direct recent statement from Dr. Goddard, we da 
have recent expressi~ns fran officials of'the State PJannimg Board • 
.Mr. Ba.l.ph Widener, its Assistant Director, during a recent visit 
to the Regional Office volunteered again the view of the State that 
the Allegheny Reservoir should be handled by the Forest ·Service.· 
While visiting Cape Cod with me recent]¥, Mr. John R<:>bin, Chairman 
of the State Planning.Board, and a clGse advisor of Governor La'Wrence, 
indicated. the State is still looking to the Forest Service to ba.nd1e 
the recreation in this area. In light of these views:, I. believe we 
run seriQUS risks of jeopardizing our other good relations.by 
pressing for a. position that woul.d pUt us· right in the middle of all 
the contending forces·. We could lose a lot, but I don 1t believe we 
ca.n gain a single thing. 

If a Bill to authorize an AllegheDY National Recreation Area were 
introduced, we would, I am sure, in our attempt te support· the 
proposal,. be pressured :llmnediately to produce a fairly detailed 
master plan. This would be requested. by the Warren County Planning 
Camnission, and the Seneca· Nation, ·including costs, projected income, 
etc. Such a pl.an would also be required since the Corps is alrea.<ly 
making road relocations and any necessary- underwater construction 
should be accomplished prior to dam closure. We would be hard put 
to produce such a plan in the time required. 

2 
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We sti11 feel that the planning and administration of the reservoir 
site should be a unified and coordinated effort, desirable in any 
case and necessary in this instance, if the Seneca Nation is to take 
part on a competitive income basis. We feel this could best be 
accomplished by a commission along the lines recommended in our 
memorandum of January 30. 

We also wish to restate our recommendation that recreation be-ma.de 
a project purpose to insure the full realization of the recreation 
potential of the project. 

I note that a proposed Allegheny National Recreation Area is listed 
in the Service Legislative Program. I strongly and urgently recom
mend that this item be deleted. If this project is ever to be 
undertaken by us, it will only be at the request of other government 
agencies. We cannot force ourselves in. 

~!/}-;~ 
Regional. Director 

In duplicate 
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KINZUA PROJECT of the INDIAN COMMITTEE 
PHILADELPHIA. YEAR.Lr NEETING OF FRIENDS. 
1515 Cherry Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

"WALTER TAYLOR, Coordinator, Box 231, Salamanca, N.Y. 
Telephone: Salamanca 2333 

October 18, 1962 

Cattaraugus County Planning Board 
Little Vallay, New York 

Attention: Mr. Clyde Robbins, Planning Director 

Dear Mr. Robbins: 

On behalf of the· Friends whom. I represent and the Seneca Indians 
with whom I work, I w.i.sh to thank you for the straightforward 
presentation of a point of view on recreation development in the 
county, as it appeared in the Salamanca Republican-Press October 17, 
1962. . 

The full truth in the Kinzua Dam controversy is too complex for arry 
one of us to grasp c oip.pletely. Your statement contributes important 
information and I 'ta.l<e' this opportunity to connnent upon it in the 
hope of adding some facts and some widely supported opinions of 
which the citizens of the County may not be fully aware. Fortunately 
there is still time for cooperative consultation since neither the 
Planning Board nor the Seneca Nation Council has taken final action 
on a recreation development proposal. 

As you may lmow, the same Indian Committee, of the Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting of Friends, which I represent in Salamanca, sent four 
observers in 1794 to the treaty negotiations at Canandaigua at the 
request of the Seneca Nation and of the young u.s. government. The 
Pickering Treaty, which solemnly promised 11never to disturb the 
Seneka Nationn in the use and enjoyment of the small portion of its 
land reserved to it, was signed in recognition of the desperate need 
for cooperative relationships for the very survival of the United 
States. The Allegany Reservation was no gift from the United States. 
The permanent reservation of this small area to the sole use of its 
occupants was pa.rt of a mutual promise which the Seneca Nation has 
honored to this day; a promise which the United States is now 
violating -- unilaterally, without negotiation, and without necessity, 
sjnce an admittedly feasible alternative is known to exist. 

The final destruction of Seneca confidence that their treaty, 
personalJ.:y reaffirmed by Presidents Washington and Jefferson, would 
still be honored came to the President of the Seneca Nation on 
August 9, 1961 in a letter from the President of the United States. 

.. 
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In that letter, however, the President stated that he had directed 
the agencies of the federal government 11to take every action 
"Within their authority to assist the Seneca Nation and its members 
who must be relocated in adjusting to the new situation. Included 
in the items I have directed. the Executive departments and agencies 
to consider are (1) the possibility of the Federal government 
securing a tract of land suitable for tribal purposes and uses 
contiguous to the remaining Seneca lClllds in exchange for the area 
to be flooded; (2) a careful review of the recreation potential 
resulting from construction of the reservoir, and the marmer in 
which the Seneca Nation could share in the benefits from developing 
this potential; ••• n 

Note that they were the first two possibilities in the President's 
list of considerations. ttI fulJ.y appreciate,n he wrote, nthe 
reasons llllderlying the opposition of the Seneca Mation of Indians 
to the construction of the Kinzua Dam on the Allegheny River. 
Involved are very deep sentiments over the loss of a portion of the 
lands which have been owned by the Seneca Nation for centuries.11 

The Seneca Nation would joyfully settle this very day for the 
retention of the treaty protected land, but that is no longer 
possible. 

You state that the Seneca Nation "already· has some of the best New 
York State sites for recreational development ••• n IT you examine 
a map of the land left between the reservo~ and the Reservation 
boundary, you will note that it will be cut into disconnected 
islands. For opt:i.mum. recreation development the reservoir area 
should be integrated in accordance with effective recreational use. 
The arbitrary present boundaries of the Reservation were not 
established with this in mind. Furthermore, it is not Cattaraugus 
County, but the Seneca Nation which is losing to the Kinzua Dam 
more than 10,000 acres of its best U:ulde 

Non-Indians have already occupied considerable portions of the 
Reservation in six Congressional villages. When you consider what 
is left to the Seneca· Nation between these villages, the mountains· 
and the new reservoir, it is clear that the Nation, not the County, 
is being damaged. 

You suggest that na giftn of land to the Seneca Nation would be 
discriminatory against 70,000 Cattaraugus County residents. If 
the Seneca Nation Council requests and·Congress approves the 
acquisition of contiguous land, it will not be a gift but only a 
partial compensation for three times as :malzy" acres of far more 
valuable land being taken from the Nation. 

It is difficuJ. t to apply the term Hdiscriminatory11 in this way if 
one exammes the history of non-Indian occupancy of this country -
the efforts to destroy the American Indian, the continued herding 
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of Indians into smaller and less desirable areas, the efforts to 
gra~ their" land through bribery .• thren.t, deceit, alcohol or; as 
in this case, by overwhelming pork-barrel politics. The 70 ,ooo 
non-Indian r.owity residents who -vti.sh protection against Indian 
discrim:i.I'..ation may not realize that, for one example of inequality 
in the other direction, the med:ian Seneca household income per 
year is approximatezy ~~2,000 less than non-Seneca income :in 
Cattaraugus County. 

For another example, the United States has already paid the Penns;rl-
11-.rolia Railroad a whopping ~?20,500,000 for its 225 acre right of wa:y 
through the Reservation, but the government has not yet furnished 
a nickel toward the relocation of nearly 150 Seneca families who 
have only ~To building seasons left before their homes will be 
flooded out. 

Nowhere in the press release could I find a single phrase expressing 
ll.f'fectionate concern for the Seneca Indimis. In my office there 
are over 2_,000 unsolicited letters of concern over the moral issues 
and the engineering arrogance in the Kinzua Dam controversy. The 
letters come from nearly every state, from California to Maine and 
from Florida to Washington. 

So far as I know Cattaraugus County never offered a word of protest 
in beha.l.f of its Seneca population when Kinzua Dam threatened their 
solemn treaty and their land. 

The type of "integrationu which would most benefit the County will 
require of non-Indian residents some gesture, at least, of genuine 
concern for the well-bell'lg of the Seneca Nation of Indians. If the 
County does not yet understund and fu]Jy appreciate its invaluable 
Indian minority_, then this is an excellent t:i.me to demonstrate at 
least a desire and a willingness to try to understand more deeply 
and appreciate. more fulJy our Seneca neighbors. I am confident that 
such effort will be rewarded by a constructive response from the 
Nation. 

The news release suggests the..t the "lieu land.11 for the Nation will 
result in a loss of recre~tional potential for hundreds of thousands 
in Western New York. This potential would jn no We¥ be lost simply 
because the Seneca Nation rather than some other group undertook 
the development of that recreation potential. 

On the c ontra.r-.r, the Plmming Board might well consider the very 
real Jikelihood that recreation development by the Seneca N~tion 
will be far more profitable for the 70_,000 residents of the County 
than development ·by aey other group. Why is it that the first 
question asked by State Pnrk visitors is 11Where are the Indicns? 11 

Why has the Salamanca Board of Trade established weekly Seneca 
dances in the City during the sunliller? 
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Whether the Seneca Nation likes it or not, the inescapable fact is 
that the very existence of Seneca Indians in Cattaraugus County 
means cold hard cash in County cash registers. Vfu.ether or not the 
Indians are comfortable about being exploited as an nssot may bo a 
question; c.lso whether or not Indians arc fairly compensated· for 
their contribution to business activity and tourist enjoyment. 

There are many places where tourists can spend their money in 
recreation developmants, but how lJlaizy" recreation areas East of the 
Mississippi· can tourists find where they can vacation on an Indian 
reservation, experience Indian services, malce Indian friends and -
though this may not yet bo widely understood in the County - refresh 
and renew their spirits by absorbing some of tho fine attitudes,, 
philosophy and outlook still persistent and still wonderful among 
your Seneca Indian neighbors. Your neighbors are much better under
stood, valued, and appreci~tcd by New York Times reporters who spend 
a few hours on the Reservation than they are by many non-L"ldians who 
have lived 011 the Reservation in Sala.mancc:i. all their lives. · -
It is up to the Seneca Nation to decide whether or not they 'Wish to 
open a part of their. homeland to a vast influx of tourists, but if · 
they are willing to ~loit their own Indianness, the:ir good nature,, 
their crafts and dancing and singing, their food and their other 
great spirit~tl qualities for the enlightenment and satisfaction of 
tourists -- then it would seem to me that the least the County might 
do is to encourage and assist them in every wey. If for no higher 
motive., then let it be for the profit motive. 

The added business from tourists through an all-Indian recreation 
development should quiet forever all complaints thnt the County and 
towns cannot Uaff ordll the loss from assessment rolls or a few 
sparsely populated mountains. If it means added jobs for Indians 
whose need for enq:>loyment exceeds even the recognized need of non.
Indians _.,. this too will increase the flow of money and employment 
opportunities into local businesses. 

In regard to the nequal treatment for whites nnd American Ind..i.anstt 
"Which you indicate the National Park Service favors: In 1794 equal 
treatment meant reserving forever £or Seneca use a small piece of 
the vast Seneca territory• The white man hns long sinco profitably 
e.Jq>loited his huge share of that division. In the 183ots, equal 
treatment meant insiduous efforts to persuade the Seneca chiefs to 
give up all their land. Bribes, threats, liquor and even forgery 
failed to move th~ Seneca, who again sought help from Pe1msylvanfa. 
and New York Friends in resisting these improper and illegal actions. 

Equal treatment now seems to ;i.mp:l;y" that the reservoir lnnd comes from 
the Seneca Nation, but the reservoir profits belong to the County. 

Would it be any wonder if' Seneca Indians should sometilTles hour the 
ttforked tongue it of the White Man offering the!i1 tho ancient deal: 
11Heads I win - tails you losen? 
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Finally, the news release supports as an axiomatic objective "the 
eventual c9:rr.q:>lete integration of Indians in the American social 
picture, rather than segregation on reservations.n 

This objective.; which seems on the surface to represent the great 
American Dream~ deserves scrutiny. American Indians have learned 
by bitter experience that too often "intogrationn means (1) Stop 
being Indicinsl (2) Give up your land o.nd your treaty rightsJ 
(3) Vanishi 

Integration, if it is to be constructive and mcaningfuJ. in relation 
to American Inc.ti.ans, must have a new definition. We cannot shove 
American Indians into the American melting pot to become homogenized 
duplicates of non...Indians. 

The non-Indian American will tolerate no one telling him to give up 
his culture1 his land, his religion and his wey- of life. Neither 
will Indians give up their identity and their :integrity• They have· 
often demonstrated their extraordinary loyaJ.ty to the United State$· · 
but they proudly and properly remain Seneca Indians at the same tim~ 

The type of ttintegrationtt which seems to be needed, not only here, 
but throughout the world_, is a two-w;y: cultural, social and economic.; 
exchange -- cooperative, but not exploitive ...... mutuo.lly beneficial, 
but respectful of the integrity and heritage in which each group 
takes pride. 

If Cattaraugus County or the Unitod States ever succeeds in the 
"conplete integrationn of Seneca Indians to the extent of losing 
the finest qualities of Indianness 'Which still persist .... we shcl.l 
all be diminished by so tragic a destruction. 'Wnen D. sked by 
tourists, UWhare are the ·Indians? n the County businessmen would 
have to reply, 11Vanished.u 

We need only to recall that our· Space Age ttprogress11 has brought 
us not only scientific miracles, but also an unrelieved burden of 
delinquency, mental illness, unemployment, an incredible combi
nation of surplus food and persistent hunger, and oven the ultimate 
threat of human extinction in our time. The .American· I..l'ldian may 
yet contribute, as he so of·t,en did in earlier history, to our very 
survivul. His quiet strengths are not typicall.y broadcast i..~ the · 
press nor displayed on the streets of Salrutk~ca. To discover them, 
the more aggressive, high...pressure non-Indian must reach out with 
an open mind and all the en:g;:>athy (not mere sympathy) at his 
disposal. -

I cozmnend to all members· of the CattarD.ugus County·PJ.arming Board 
an article by Oliver La.Farge, "The Enduring Indian,11 Scientific 
American,, February, 1960, pages 37 to 44. I hope it will not 
reduce your interest in reading the full article if I quote here 

-- --·---------------, 
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the final paragraphs: 

11The Indians have been pushed around for anywhere from one 
to two centuries; they are despised D.nd discr:i.minll.ted 
against; they are baffled, angry, frustra.ted. Tha lo.st 
time they had something like an even brec:ik was in King 
Philip rs war. 

11Yet the Indians have not given up. They strive for the 
right to be themselves. Unlike any other American 
minority, they did not come here seeking freedom and a 
good ljf'e; they were here and had both until white men 
arrived and took these from them. They are our 
ultimate aristocrats, c:md as a whole have no more 
intention of losing their identity t~'1.Il have the members 
of the Daughters of the .American Revolution. They 
remain surprisingly good.-1i.atured and have 0A'tre.ordinarily 
little of the monolithic prejudice toward white men that 
white .Americans commonly feel toward the dark races. They 
want tolerance, tirne and reasonable opportunity, e.nd they 
absolutely refuse to vanish. n 

Sincerely yours~ 

ffitd ~ &-t___ 
Walter TD.ylor 
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TAKEM FROM SALAMANCA REPUBLICAN-PRESS, October 17, 1962 

Board Expected to Seek Reservoir Area Planning 

LITTLE VALLEY -- '.!'he Cattaraugus County Planning Board, at a 
meeting scheduled for Thursday night, is expected to consider 
preparation of a resolution asking Congress to appropriate more 
funds for development of the K:i.nzua Dam recreation potential in 
New York State. 

Clyde D. Robbins, county planning director., said today 
he has been asked to formulate a proposal for development of 
lands adjoining the Allegheny Reservoir north of the Pennsyl
vania state line. 

lfta. Robbins said he believes this area presents the best 
possibilities for recreational development that will benefit 
Cattaraugus County. He said he has noted a proposal by the 
lieu lands committee of the Seneca Nation of Indians that 
4,ooo acres of land be requested from the federal government 
to provide land for future growth of the Seneca Nation and to 
enhance its recreational development opportunities. 

The Seneca Nation, he connnented, already has some of the 
best New York State sites for recreational developments, and 
it would seem that Cattaraugus County, vthich. is sharing in the 
$ll9 mi.llion cost of the Kinzua project, should take any 
possible steps to obtain benefits from the reservoir. The 
number of recreational. site possibilities in Nevi York State, 
he pointed out, is virtually limited to the general area 
under discussion. 

Further reason for the county to act without delay, 
Mt-. Robbins declared, is the ob'v"ious progress of the State 
of Pennsylvania in garnering the bulk of benefits from the 
dam's recreation potential. He said it seems important to 
him that this county develop a plan without delay. 

A gift of·the proposed acreage to the Seneca Nation 
might, he said_, would be discriminatory against more than 
70,000 residents of Cattaraugus County and could result in a 
loss in recreational. potential for hundreds of thousands in 
Western New York. 

On the credit side of the ledger sheet,, as far as the 
Indians are concerned, he pointed out,, is an increase in the 
potential value of the portion of the reservation which nill 
remain after construction of the dam. 



--· 
- .-.:··-· ~~ 

~ ' .. 

··---. -- ... ·------· -·---------- ---~----- ---------

2 

Neither towns in the area involved nor the colmty can 
afford the additiona1 loss from assessment rolls of land 
included in the lieu lands proposal., Mr. Robbins said. 
Concession structures on federally owned lands, at least, 
would be taxable, he said. 

Ref erring to the suggested need for lieu lands to 
provide more room for Seneca Nation population, he com
mented that the 1,059 population on the reservation provides 
a population of less than one person per acre. The popula
tion of the reservation, he said, has .declined about 100 in 
the last twenty years• 

The National Parks Service, he said, has favored equal 
treatment for whites and American Indians, and the eventual 
oomple te integration of Indians in the American social 
picture, rather than segregation on reservations • 

. ·. , .. 
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To: - Begtoul. Direetor, Ifortheaet BegS.on 

bom: Af'lttSll Aeaie.tant Director, Resource PJ.annins 

SubJeet: Dtatt ot bill toauth.onae the estab11sbmen1i ot the 
AU~ lfattotlal. Be°"9it!on A;tea 

.We asr- With 1ov ~um ot SeJtember •81 wbJ.ca 1a in itself 
a 'Veq in01stve aml. lielJtu.l anal¥B14 of the tao.tors :I.Db.ere.mt in 
the All•Sh91' Rea~ir p:roblem. W. a»»reeiat.e yOUf! -Ola:lning 
your ~nld.Ils on tile $Ub.3ect aa you have. 

The bi11 c1.r$ft waa ~ aole-}r tor 4'.acuaaion pl11'Josea nth BOB. 
Mon~, the ineluaion ot ~ aubJeot in Serviee 1qislatf.ve. ~ 
wa onl.J' ~or conai&ma.t!on. we ue ~ 1n a .»ol!11tfmln 'be> push this 

l.q1tlation in &DT. 11!1¥• ·~ ~ ~-;--

t:' ' . 
1 k Planning w. c inc • 

Harrison w~ inc. 
. uffma.nn:mab 10/12./62 
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~r A&sietant ~Olr:- ~.,.. Platti-

aubJoctt ~- or oatiOor ~-at.ion ~ on All.Gpen.v Beservoir 

lulo.sed t'Ot .,.. n~v ia a Cf1J18' tit ~ ~ on ~ lese.rvoir 
_. ~ct 'tO' tbe ~-of ~ -~= tm4 4aoueeci at • 
~'1..-C1" meeUJJg i1en on S.,tentl.n&~ 12.. ~- ie the aaae r~ that 
!ed. ·ewm. cell.et\ .Al EtbmmAe o.OOB pril.f t.o the .-.."f;iq* · 

We 'W'lll ~ ~ eommeata by ~ 2t> ii" the)' ~ t4 be com&1&tred 
f!n\'le -tu-~ Wde: vo ~ ite ~ais ~· u .~ u p0$aible,. 
lt 1» tlGQbtfl.ll tlu\t th7 V1ll :matm ..,- &\lb~:t:we etwlses in tbe npO!!t .. 
U ~ eh-14 11ee.~114 :revision; ;.1e-ase -.a.t a. dsttm:te ~diQ 
f'Of' the Jle.ce• ~l-ved.. 

'(~d) B:'lJN H. TBO:Ml>SON' 
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•.DEC 241963 ~· ··· 

Mr. "vV. Robert Walsh 
Publisher 
,The Warren Countz Observer 
P. o. Box 88 · 
Warren, PeruisyJ. va.nia 16365 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

.. . Al< . 

Thank you for your lette~ of November 18 concerninq the Allegheny 
.... . Reservoir. 

In June 1962, Secretary of the Interior Udall d\rected the Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation to study ti1e suttabUtty of the Allegheny Reservoir 
and associated lands for national. recroa.tton area statu.43. The Bureau 
~ 1·cquested to coordinate this study wtth the Nation.8..L Park Service 
a11d the Bureau ·of Sport Fisheries a.:qd Witdltle within the Depa1~tiuent 
of the Interiar and to consutt wlth the Corps of Engineers and the 
Department of AqricULture. The Bureau o:f India11 Affairs and the 
Seneca Indta.n Nation have also been consu.Lted on this matte1". As a 
part of the study., the Bureau is ava..Lua.ti.ng aJ.terna.,te proposaJ.s for 
administration and development of the area. 

The study is neaiinq completion. Recornmendattons will be made soon , 
to Secretary Uda.11 for his consideration. We anticipate that the Secretary 
will also seek the views of the Preside1")t ~s Recreation Adv1sory Council 
composed of the Secretaries of the Interior, Defense., Agricut ture, 
Commerce,. Health, Education and VJeJ.fare, and the Administrator of. 
the Houstnq anq Home Ii"inance Agency .. 

Your interest and concern in this matter & .. e appreciated, and ~tou may. 
be assured that this Bureau is fully S.\\'3.l."e of the urgency of a.nearly 
decision. 

Sincerely yours, 
l Sgd) Ln:wrence· N • ~ tevons 

'iC: Northeast Region w/c of inc. 
Acting titrec tor 

I ,If\ 
Jk~f Planning & Surveys w/c o:f inc 

\J LOR files, chron, reading 
RRWagner; hb.r: 12-17-63 LOR 11-22·8 
R2·i.v:r-!.ttr-:n L:t-s:;~c:--i:l"(:::·1:~:im:f: 12-24-63 

.~· 
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246 South Pugh Street 
State College, Pennsylvania 
February 3, 1964 

Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir 

·-, .. ·-·. 

I am a member of a three man team working on rrry 
undergraduate thesis in architecture at the Pennsylvania 
State University. Our problem is concerned with the 
planning of land use functions in conjunction with water 
uses along the Ohio River and its tributaries in the 
vicinity of Pittsburgh. 

Our problem will include recreation facilities and I 
am therefore concerned with regional recreation programs 
in Western Pennsylvania and in the adjoining states. 
I am particularly interested in the ootential use of 
the Alleghe!!l._River ReservQj.X as a national recreation 
parlf;---wrrI youn'Tease'serid me any figures available 
on this park and other national parks in the region? 
I will need information concerning ~he size, facilities 
available, total annual visitors, and business 
created in the immediate area. 

Thank you for your assistance on this matter. 

Respectfully yours 

.'.~- 12,7~ 
I 

/ 
;Jacob R. Fruth 
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IHrERIOR. HASKELL PRESS•S•64·177•5M <Z 5/t'(..__ 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE I ... ~ ERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER Dec. 23, 1964 

Attached is a DCCO referral, please 

send hie office • c~of your reply. 

KLMi~orn 

IHTIRIORo KAHILL PRESS, ll•GI •ZG4·10N 
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J&o.Toa~ 
~JJilh~l 
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Decr-lfr • ...._, 

'P.• Whit"• ~ Ma ~.,,.. to M .t'O>" ~ y,.e;\U" letter ot 
~ 22,. l41;t4, ~th• ftn~ J)mn and t.lr• illeabtQ\Y 
Jl~h-:. 

th• ~ ·~- (If tb• ~~ o:l ~~Utur-t ~ "8j)ODSiblG 
l'qr ~ p ... lrtg ot ~ ~~ -4. ~th~ ~01* 480 
wet• to i;. U ,_~ h•• ~ct ~a~ ird1 th(f. Joreit SVViee., 
- "11 ..... ~ ,,u:t ~. 

JSGDJ Harold R. J~n~-:;3 




