


























Figure 14: Building 924, constructed in 1959, represents buildings constructed in the 
Post-War Era; Crissy Field. NPS, 1998. 

POST-WAR ERA/MODERN (1945 to the present) 
The modern buildings constructed at the Presidio, including the 
Main Post Gym, Letterman Army Medical Center, and the Crissy 
Field warehouses, were designed as simple, functional buildings. 
These buildings often incorporated new advances in building tech­
nology. Letterman Army Medical Center was constructed of pre-cast 
concrete components, and Building 924, a Crissy Field warehouse 
shown here, exhibited innovative engineering design with its open 
floor plan and glass curtain walls. 

UTILITARIAN (1860 to the present) 
Simple utilitarian buildings were usually constructed with inexpen­
sive materials and limited applied detail. The function of the build­
ing usually dictated its design. Wood-frame warehouses were long 
and rectangular with open plans to accommodate storage. Crissy 
Field hangars were tall and wide to accommodate airplane mainte­
nance. Despite their simple functions, some Presidio utilitarian 
structures, like Building 225, contained special architectural details, 
such as arched window frames or brick water tables. These details 
demonstrated the builder's interest in incorporating decorative ele­
ments, often reflective of the period style. 

Figure 15: Building 225 was constructed in 1910 in the utilitarian style; Main Post. 
GGNRA Park Archives and Records Center, NPS; 1924-1938. 
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Figure 16: Building 1299, constructed in 1937, exemplifies an eclectic style at the Presidio; Fort Winfield Scott. GGNRA Park Archives and Records Center, NPS; 1942. 

ECLECTIC ANOMALIES 
Some unique buildings stand alone as the only representatives of their type at the Presidio. The United States Coast Guard Life Saving Station, 
built and managed by the Coast Guard, was designed in the Coast Guard's traditional Dutch Colonial style and is the only example of its kind at 
the Presidio. The Protestant Main Post Chapel is the orily building designed in the thickly decorated Spanish-Colonial Revival style. There are 
also buildings that defy definition, like Fort Winfield Scott's log cabin, with its playful use of building materials, or the small Funston Avenue 
cottage topped with a large mansard roof. These buildings were probably a result of the whimsical mixing and matching of standard building 
plans with local styles. 
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Figure 17: Partial floor plan of Building 100 for two company barracks. GGNRA Park Archives and Records Center, NPS; 1905. 
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The Presidio Today 

Due to the tremendous range of building types and styles at the Presidio, a visitor can easily trace the post's many layers of the area's history, 
with Colonial Revival barracks adjacent to Mission Revival administration offices, beside modern utilitarian structures. Many of the buildings 
have experienced physical changes over time as buildings designed for specific military activities are converted into peacetime new uses. For 
example, several of the Main Post and Fort Winfield Scott barracks, designed to house soldiers, have been rehabilitated into offices, and the Main 
Post guard house was converted into a post office. 

The goal of building rehabilitation projects at the Presidio is to preserve this rich collection of buildings types and broad range of styles. 
According to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), all buildings contributing to a National Historic Landmark must be preserved and 
rehabilitated in accordance with National Park Service policy and The Secretary of Interior's Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties. 
These standards ensure that any modification proposed to either the interior or the exterior of the building must present the least possible loss of 
historic building material and must preserve the historic character of the building. 

Exciting new rehabilitation projects are presently under­
way. The historic Letterman Hospital, built in 1900, has 
been rehabilitated into offices for the Thoreau Center for 
Sustainability, a consortium of organizations which fos­
ter science, research, and education. The original fea­
tures of the historic clinic buildings were preserved and 
the floor plans only slightly modified to accommodate 
new office use. Recreational facilities such as a swim­
ming pool and post gyms have been rehabilitated, 
upgraded and made accessible for new use by the 
YMCA. Other successful rehabilitation projects carried 
out at the Presidio illustrate how historic and non-his­
toric buildings, in an urban National Park setting, can be 
re-used for new and innovative purposes. 
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Figure 18: The Thoreau Center for Sustainability is located at the historic Letterman Hospital complex. 
NPS; 1998. 



Additional Information 

For more in-depth information on the Presidio buildings, please consult: 

Defender of the Gate: The Presidio of San Francisco, A History from 1846 to 1995; (NPS, July 1997); 

Guidelines for Rehabilitating Buildings at the Presidio of San Francisco (NPS, March 1995); 

The National Historic Landmark Update/Presidio National Register of Historic Places Registration Forms (NPS, October 1993). 

These documents are available for research at the William Penn Mott, Jr. Visitor Center library;. located at Building 102, Montgomery Street (415-
561-4323) and are available for copying at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area Park Archives and Records Center, located at Building 667, 
Cowles Street (415-561-4807). 
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Figure 19: The Funston Avenue cottages, built as officers' quarters in 1862, originally faced the west parade ground. In 1880, the buildings were re-oriented toward the east and 
remodeled with bay windows as they became part of the Presidio' s formal front entrance. Photograph courtesy of National Archives; c. 1885. 
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