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INTRODUCTION 

i\.cquisition o.f the Old Stone House by the Nat.ional Park SerJlce 

because of its architectural merit was approved by the Congress or 

the United States on September 25, 1950 (Public Law 8J6, 81st Con~.). 

Title was vested to the United States on March 17, 195J• 

Although there may still remain a few possible sources of infor-

mation concerning the Old Stone Holl.'le, it was daa!llEld advisable to 

prepare U:tis pre11lllinacy account based on the original reoorrls searched 

up to the time of writing. It see111s very likely that .further resea.-.:h, 

which llllght be oarr1ed on over a long period of till1'l, will fail to 

uncover any significant £acts about the house. The following account, 

based primarily upon original source mterial, including recantly 

discovered District of Columbia .... cords never be.fore used, is an attempt 

to determine and e\laluate the hi.~torical significance or this early 

structure. 

By virtue 0£ the fact that the Old Stone House was built in 1766 

ard was for m.o.ny years a witness to important events 1n th" history-

of Georgetown and of the National Capital, it possesses a certain 

inescapable historical value. 1 However, tradition has in-

--------·---------------
1. HearinKs before the SuUcomlllittee on Public Land•, House of Represen­

ta•,i.ves, 8lst Cong. 2d Sess. on H.R. 7722, Aprl.l 27, 1950. Durin;~ 
these he'l.rings the following statement concerninf the Old Stone House 
1'as =de by Mr. William W. Wurster, Chair111;J.n of the National Ca1>ital 
Park and l'Janninf Com...,.,ission1 . ,, it seems to me that the technical 
fact as to whether the ll.ttle Old Stone ttouse be prO\len to be a hou~e 
occupied by Gen. \.l:1shin~ton or not is not too important. At least, 
it ha5 been proven that it looked out on events that happened in those 
years, which added such color to that period. 
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tiTTt'.itely connected the structure with George :;ashington and l1ajor Charles 

Pierre L'Cnfant, the planner of the Nation's Caoita.l, l1ore recently, 

the house has been associated with that fal!!O\lS and elusi'\00 structure of 

Old Oeorgetown - Suter's Tavern, 

In pursul.ni: the study of the Old Stone House, it seemed imperative 

that an effort should be made to resolve by meana of original historical 

sources the follow;_ng four questions: 

1, '1!as the Old Stone House ".·lashington's lleadquarters? 

2, ~·,'as the Old Stone House L'l!'nfant's Headqu:i.rters? 

3, ',}M the Old St=e House Suter's Tavern? 

!1. 1'lnJJ.t was the actua.J. use of the Old Stone House? 

A study of all available oricinal source material bear:ing on the 

period when l':ashini:;ton could have been associated with the Old Stone 

!louse has f'ailAd to unco•rer any doCll!llentary evidence ;rhich would prove 

that the house was used as his headquarters. It should be noted, how­

ever, that a vast atlount of' ortcinal records, which !ll.idlt have revealed 

a definitive answer to this most perplexing question, is no lont;er 

extant, The available records ior this early period o.f history, which 

are incomplete and widely scattered, are th= tJ1e only records upon 

which this dOCUl'l"'11.tll.ICf stucty can l>e basod, A close e1raluatjcn oI' 

facts ~urroundinc the tradi"lional story, howevei·, t<"n<ls to stron:;Jy 

eubstMtiate Lhe lack of evidence from ori,;inal eources tUiich 11ould 

r>rove that the hous., \1as us<-d for '.iilohincton's h«adquarters, 
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In the case of the L'llifant story, there is proof that /f.ajor 

L'Enfant did not use the Old Stone House as a surveyine headquarters, 

Research has also proved Uiat the Old Stone House i1a:; not Sute:r's 

Tavern. This statement is based on ~CU.'11entary evidence from ori;rinnl 

recorda of the actual period durinE \lhich Suter's Tavern existed, 

;/ith respect to the fourth question on the uen of the house, the 

e:iuurdnation of ori&inal records haB revoa1ed that aertain prominent 

personages of early Georgetown were associated with the Old Stone 

House, The records .further port.ray the house as a residence and as a 

place of business, which in later years seemed to be primarily used 

as a painter's and gla:..er's shop, Althou[lh the information derived 

from orii:;inal sources failed to connect the structure in any way with 

George l'iashington, it should be rellle!llbered thllt the total amount of' 

original docUlllentary material bearing on the structure and ita asso­

ciations is very much lllnited. 

-It ~lmlld seem that further 1·esearch at such depositories as the 

r.ibrary of :.'ongress, the National flrchives, l'.!aryland Hall of !l.ecords, 

}!onti;:omery County Office 3uiltl:in(l, 'fitle Insurance Companies, and 

other miscellaneous sources might bear little fruit over a long period 

of time. The full story of the use of' the Old Stone llouse seems doomod 

to remain clouded by the passage of tii•e• However, one ~mull fact 

from original records added to the inforlll'1tion th12s fur uncovered 

mir;ht rn1lock the door to this mystery. Such information 10f.ly well 

exist in certain unknown private collections oJ' docum(·nts. Up to 



now• however, it has not been discovered. 

Although this study based on original sources hes been 1JJ1able to 

follow the c:ontinuous chain of use of the Old Stone !louse, it has ac­

complished several important things. It has uncovered evidence ~lhich 

strongly indicates the structure was not used by \fashington. It has 

proved th~t the Old Stone Houae was not L'Ehfant's surveying head­

quarters, nor Suter' a Tavern. Last, but far from least, it has de­

tenn:ined throua:Ji original eVidence the original location of Suter's 

historic "Fountain Inn," the mystery which hes baffled looal !Ustorians 

for the lest centUI'}'o In addition, locations of other original George­

tmm stT"JCtures haw be<111 determined during the search. The indication 

that ',iashington did not use the house should not obscure the inherent 

value of t.he structure. For the Old Stone House rema:ins a building of 

greet architectural merit and one which otood witness to important 

events in t.he early history of our Capital City and our Nation. 
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CHAPTER I. 

o:r.1U.SHIP 01' Tl'.E OID STO?,'J:: r:ousr,; P.~OPinTY 

Prior to its purchase by the !'ederal GoveI'TU1ent in 1953, original 

lot J, the Georeeto'Wl'l propert7 on which the Old Stone House st;o.nd9, 

was oomed by a long succession of private individuals. In the ori(>inaJ. 

surwy of Georgetown, which was colllj)l.eted on }'ebruary 27, 1752, lot J 

was desaribed as beginning at the end of one hundred thirty-four feet 

nine inches fror.i post No. l. Fronting on Bridge street, the lot 

measured 67 feet Ii~ inches westerly and 399 feet to the north.l On 

March 211, 1752, less than one 1norith after the original survey o:f the 

trnm had been completed, lot 3 was sold by the Col!ll1lissioners o:f 

Georgetown to John Clagett i'or 1 pound 10 shillings. 2 

Mr. Clagett, the first o;iner of the property, event11ally had to 

forfeit lot 3 for fro.lure to illlp:rove the ground with a substantial 

buildin{; in accordance with the require'.:lcnts of the l<!a.ryland Colonial. 

Assembly. On Jllne ll, 1762, lot 3 was resold to John Boone for the 

eum of 1 pound 10 shillini;s.3 Boone also failed t.o fulfill the build-

ing requirements of im,?rovlng tlte lot, atld the Georeeto..n CoJrl!llissioners 

reallotted it to Christopher Layhman on June ll, 1764, for the sa.ira 

prica.4 Layhll1an, likewise, did not ilr.prove the property. Upon his 

1. ).Cinutes of the Georgetown Comrrds~ioners, 1751-1789, Vol. 1, P• 3 
(U:). 

2. Ibid., p. 15. 
3. Ibid., p~ 38. 
4. ~., P• 41. 
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death, ho>rover, the 1ot cnne into the poss-ossion of hi.s t:ido_w, 

At the !'leeting of to1m '.;o~!~issioners on June lJ, 1766, 

lot 3 ,,as listed as boini:; Unp:ro,·ed 1.:!.th a substantial stone structure 

6 by nachael La;:thman. "~hus, the date of constI"':.Ction of the Old Stone 

House rna.y be definitely pl"-ced in the year 1766, Heretofore, architects 

of the Historic American Buildings SurV<:Y in 19JL had estimated the 

d;:i.te of construction as being between 1764~1767, The actual year of 

construction revealed by the 't'ecords of the Georgetown CopJnis,;io:'.lors 

fits perfectly into the arehitectural estimates of the 19)!1 SUI"V":fo 

Arter iinprovi.ng lot J l:ith the Stone House, the 1rld01; Layhman 

married Jacob Furvay. In 1767, the 1;oma..i1 who was to become one of 

the longest olrners of the Old Stone !!ouse acquired the property, 

'"hen on June 9th of that year, Rachael md Jacob ~'urvey sold lot J to 

Casso.ndra Chew in exchani;e for 1ot 62 in GeorGeto'm and the sum of 

7 100 pounds. Ca3sMdra Che'", the ne;; o-..:1er, provided that upon her 

death lot } 5h~1ild become the property of her two daughters l·Jary t1r,d 

Harriet l->ith the further pro,'1.~ion that shollld both dau[:hter~ die 

\fithout ho.vini; heirs, the property would be con'reyed to ;{obert Peter, 

mer~hant of Georcetown.8 

In l'.obert I'crter's ,,u1, Si..J!ed I·lay 10, 1802, provision w:is made 

that Cassnndra Che;:'~ dr,uchtcr 'l:irriet >i.o 11us th~.n Harrie~ .:lruce 

wonld convey all her int":'3St in lot J to her sister l•lary Brlli1lln;r. 

):"';_'itl e 3c:J.rch of orit:inal lot 3 in GcOreOCOwn bi h.tt"orney Alfr~d J • 
.;,,.\~er, ,':.l!G• 1S, 19)0. C;;r.sQ 1:0. 16?168 :!;<:;_cords of ll~:y.l c.~t:i.te ·.'i.t__le 
Ins,,r-mce i.:o., 'll1d Col1i.>:i'.>i"- 1'it?,<:_ I~-~__co., ':.'"-3hin:_:ton, D. c. 
p. 1. 

6. '·;inutcs of G~or13el.Olm :_.ol'b"Tlissioners, £2.• £l_l., P• ii2. 
7. Liher K, folio 1322, ~'r<:.<!nrick__'~:=nmt•r LJ•n'!._,,ecorcts, 17118-1778 ll!!l) 

.'cnn:i.~olis, !ld. 
'.'·· L;b~~ f., folio 1324, .. -,.~s_g;c,c C£'1'".!t~~'!o0.'!_;:.<::£~, ( 1 ~1) ;,,1n·,polis, .. J. 
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In retum, Harriot was to receive lot 29 on High street, upon the death 

of her mother, CassaJldra Che11. 9 Thus, />lary BrlJJTlJ..ey became the sole 

legal owner of the Old Stana House property upon the death of her moth­

er in 1808, and continued possessj_on o.f the property untU her own 

10 
death in 1826. 

In the 'llill of l·!ary Brumley dated April 5, 1826, the Old Stone 

House and lot J was divided between her heirs as follows: 

i to dauftlter Harriot Smith 
f to dat>ehter Cassandra Chew McKenzie 
"lt to GI"and-children Sarah J.laria and Ann Suter, 

Children of Barbara and John Suter.11 

In 1835, Cass=dra l·lcKenzie conveyed her interest in the properly to 

Sarah !.\aria Suter.12 Harriot Smith and Sarah />!aria (Suter) Bo'.oe 

continued ownership of the oiroperty until 187/i. On September 7, 1875, 

lot. 3 was sold to Richard I\. l,larcey and Calvin Payne as tenants 1n 

common.13 

On l~ay 11:, 1890, the heirs of ltichard R. lfilcey and Calvin Payne 

sold the lot 3 proporty to }:orl.lan R. nnd James D. Goddard, brothers, 

as tenants in comrrron.ll1 The Goddard brothers paid the eum of ;)10,752.Go 

9. Libe;r' B', folio 329, ;l:i.11 Book, l'.ontr;ome1'.1_~".unty Rec~, 1·,ockville, 

t·!d. 
10. Case llo. 169168 !teal ..::state '.i'itle Insurance Co. and •.:OlUl'ltbia 'i'itle 

]:nsurance Co., ££• ci.t, iclthou:}l t:ary-S.ni.th IJrumJ.,)y did riot Gain 
sole lor;al possession o.f the property until 1808, the property 1-1as 

listed under her name m.:my years earlier in the GeorGetcnm ·,·ax as­

sesso1ont .,ccorcts, 
11. Il>:\d, 
12. Ibid. 
13. l("(_:CQrd G,,_se 110. 169168 .l<,,>l .:.state 'l'itle Insurnnce Go, ~nd Columbia 

'L'itl e Insu1·ancc Co,, £!?.• ill• 
1!1. _J_. 
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for the property at that tim.e,15 trom thence, the properly descended 

to Prederick J, Goddard and his sister, Alice D. Goddard, It was dur-

ing the oll't1ership of Frederick Goddard and his sister Alice that WI 

historical ma.rker referrini:; to the Old Stone House as "George Washing-

ton's Jleadquartera while Survey:lng ~-lashing-ton in 17~" was placitd on 

the st:ruct11re, The o'llners, Frederick Goddard and his sister lived in 

their old !arnily residence at 3077 Dumbarton Avenue, For many year11 

Mr, and Mrs, Jal'\es n. Davie lived as t""ants in the Stone House, 

where they often graciously received the "1.ll'ious and interested 

visitors, 

On April 2, 1940, five years after the death 0£ his sister Alice, 

,;·rederick J, Goddard sold the Old Stone P.ouse property to Harris Levy 

mid W'ife fiosa,16 l·'rom !-l:trris Levy and his wife the property passed 

'Into the hands of Su.muel Levy and other heirs. It was purchased from 

Srunuel Levy and o•mers for the :ru111 of ;190 ,ooo by the United States 

Oovem111mit on !!arch 11, 195.3 •
1

7 

15. Drief History of r,ot J by !.rtemas Earmoo., Ceorp;e \-iashington 
Bicent('Ilnial :tecords (!.J.1\). 

16. ll.ccord Case !lo.-·174"179, Records of fteal !:.state ·ritle Insurance 
~o_._ and ':"_lumbia 1'itlc Insuranc(' Co., '.-.'ashiP.jj'ton, D. c. 

17. TitlG transfer and acquisition verified by 
legal files of National Capital Parks, 



COl-ISTilUC'rJOll k~"tC!JIT.c;CTURA.L l''EA1URE.S Qli' 

T'.-il> OLD S'!Ol_CE HO!!S~ 

On \fednesda:y, June 1-1-, 1766, the <ni.nutes of the Georgetmm 

Coonnissioners revealed that orl.gi.n.-tl lot llo. 3 had been improved 

with a substanti;il bllil<linP, by Rachael Layrr.an.1 Tllis substantial 

stone stI"UCture was the saroe Old Stone House l'lhich stands todzy at 

J0.51 M Street, i~. w., surr<Ywlded by the co!lmercial stores and shops 

of a later and vastly ciifferent age. 

Belia.red to be the oldest structure in the District of Columbia, 

the Old St-One House is a fine ei<ample of pre-Rwolutionacy architec-

tura. In 19)4-, an architectur;tl study of the building was l!IB.de by 

the noted architectural. historian, Thorns T. WateI'Il\al'l. l1r. Watennan 

observed thnt the house was T-shaped in pl.an, with a small wing in 

the rear projectinr, into the hill. T!Je style was considered to be 

Fennsylvanian. In his architectural descri9tion of the house, Mr. 

1fate:rnian noted that most of the exterior tnm was orlgi.nal and that 

the east gable was of brick, laid in cQJltnon bond and dating fro1n about 

1800. Various c\-unze~ in the house seem to have been made about that 

time. ~rr. 1Jaterman fOWl<\ the old sash and fraines to be excellent 

examples of their type and period. "To my knoerledce," he said., "the 

Old Stone House is the only building :in the Distrtct that the archi­

teciure identifies as one of the Pre-<<evolutionacy oeriod.."2 

- ------ ----------
1. l·iinutcs of "he Georgetmm Conrnd.ssioners, 17.51-1789, \'ol. 1, P• 42. 

(L-C) 
2. 1\,e Nei-1 York 'l'iru>s, r1oriciay, A!'ril 21:-, 1950, P· 16C. 



Architect ~aterman was especially interested in the mantel in 

the room on the second floor at the back and tne fine old paneling, 

featu"'1ng large square panels divided by narrow and small square 

panes.J The only similar paneling in A.~erica, he declared, is in 

the American wine of the Metropolitan ~useU!I\ of Art in New York. 4 

T"nis sl.llrl.lar paneling l"l.S that found in a roO'm from Long Island taken 

from a house built about 1739.5 

'nie second floor room in the Old Stone House is paneled on two 

sides to the ceiling with two closets with arched door heads which 

balance the fireplace on the north side. 6 It is believed by 

architects that the interior paneling and trim were transplanted to 

tne Old Stone House from an earlier location.7 

lhid. 
Ibid. 
R. ~1 • Taylor • ·\'!_~shi.)l[ton ' s _!ieadq_u_a_rters l,_1!_,_t;l_~«_Qf._etow..'l, D. C. 
Public Llbrary, p. 2. 
Ibicl. 
Davis, Doraoy, and H~ll, 
Cor11;,all, N. Y.; p. 118. 

Geor~eto-"n Hou.~"~ of tho Federal Period. 
---'-'-'--------~----------·-------
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Old Stone Houee - ea.at elevation 1n 1934. 



Old Stone Houee - northeast view fro111 the rear :\Ji 1931i. 
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GH.\l"l'l:ll. 3 

GWTIGE ·.L~SHINGTON'S 1.1GTI:iilll.ING llM.r.QUAR"£..::H.S 

The Old Stone H0use has orten been referred to ~s George 

',·.'qshington's Headquarters. Although numerous attempt5 to prove 

this statement by documentary research have failed, the tradition 

has lingered on. However, a very co=n misconception of this 

traditional story has developed ill recent years, In speaking to 

many persons concerning this tradition, it was disco,,ered that the 

va:it 1113jority of thein were thinking in terms of' a military head­

quarters ~en the phriwe t1','1ashington 1 s lleadquarters" tias mentioned 

1n connection with the Old Stone House, This, of course, is a 

direct contradiction or the older traditional tale, llor years, 

certain residents consid~i·ed the house to have been l{ashington's 

En&ineering Headquarters while surveying the ne~ Capital 1n 1791. 

The traditional story gave no mention of a military headquarters, 

nor has there ever been any indications that <·lashingtan had any 

connections with the structure during the Revolutionary '.lar, 

As early as 18711, ho;rever, there was a plaque on the Old Stone 

House, stating that it l·ra5 "George \lashinaton's lheineering llead­

quarters.1tl /!. later historical marker placed there 1n 1899 re­

i'erred to the structure as bHinC "George \JashinE;ton's :leadquarters 

while sr.r-veyinr; './ashjngton 1n 1791." 'fhus it is plain to see that 

l. Personal interview with !•Ir's, Alice Gibson, December 6, 195~Cc.--
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the orie;inal tradition referred to the structure as a Headquarters 

for \"!ashington only >1hile the ne;r Capital was beine planned in 1791. 

Such a trnditian in itself limits t.he time i.'>ich ';lashington could 

have spent in the Old Stone :louse to a 111atter of a fO".f days, 

1.Jhen did this traditional story begin, Mrs, .\lice Gibsan, a 

gracious lady no•.1 liv:ing in Arlin[ton, viv:idJ.y remembers the Old 

.Jcone House, In 1874, Mra. Gibson, then a six year old child, 

lived in Georgetown across fi'om the Old Stone House, She recalled 

that there was a plaqua on Uie house atating that it wasllOeorge 

\ia..shington's ili.gineerine Headquarters."2 At that time the structure 

\13.S being used as a business establishment of some kind, Mrs, Gibson 

further stated that people OOl!IIl!Only referred to the structure as 

t<ashington's Headqur.rtersi and, moreover, that the local residents 

were very proud of the old house.J Over the years this traditiona.l 

story bec11111e finnly entrenched in the minds of Georget0"'1 residents. 

As a result of this lingering tradition, there were intenrd.ttent 

efforts on the part of local citizens to have the structure preserved 

as a historic shrine. Over a lone period of time, however, a veri-

table arniy of professional and nonprofession.nl histori'1Ils searched 

for evidence which would prove that the Old Stone House was h'ashini:-

ton's ineineering HeadQuarters. 

On December 22, 192)1, a bill {ll. H. 739)) 11as introduced in the 

House of i(epresentatives by Repres.,ntative Fred f,. 2ritten.4 Tl1is 

2. Ibid, 
J. Ibtd. 
4. M<'imra'ldurn ~'rom l1rs. v. 1·1. \l~O(lS to s~1 iJ1oom, 

the c~orge \/,~snin~ton iJicentcnni:<l ~ocru1i.soicrn 

1-13-J~ .t8Cord:i of 
(11.\), 
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bill proposed to nake the structure knoi.m as ·.-,'ashin(;t:.on's E.ngineering 

Headquarters, a national monument and a unit of a national engineer-

Ing 111useum. 5 ?he swn of $200,000 11as requested .t'or this project, 

In t.he li:jtt of this ilrlpending le[;islation, an investieation 

was launched by local groups to determine authenticity of the tradi-

tional clallns, Dr, George I!, Richardson, a local histDrian, waa as-

signed by the Citizens Advisory Council to investigate the history of 

the structure,6 Dr. ltiohardson later reported to this (>l'OUp that he 

had consulted with "all the present experts on ',·/ashington history" 

and had failed to find any con.fi:rmation whatso..ver for the story, 7 

Buttressed with report, the Citizens Advlsory Council on 

February 25, 1930 recommended stroncJ_y against the project to re­

stare the "Headquarters of Gearce '.·l=hini:tan."8 \·Jith this strong 

recommendatian aaainst restoration at that time based an a near 

unanllnous aareement of local historians that the Old Stone !louse 

was not 111'Jashington 1s lleadquarters," the proposed lei;:islation failed 

to become law, Among the historical authorities consulted at that 

time was .~llen C, Clark, long time ?re~irtent o! the Colll!T\bia Histor-

ical Society, ¥.r. Clark stated categorically that there was no 

evidence to prove that the Old Stone House was \·lashin;;-ton' a Head-

quarters, and that he was finnly convinced that it was not, He 

said, "The face of tlie Old Stone House has be"en a haven of histori-

cal markers, 1'hose have b8en false in their message,"9 

• Ibid. 
6, 'lashi.n,;ton J;'veninG Star, Feb, 26, 19)0, 
7, Ibid, 
8. Thi.cl. 
9, ~n C, C:lark, "Suter's J'avern." ;.i-<..Jl'ds o:' ~h·' Vlllunbia llis-

toi·ical Soc;ety, 'l<Jl, 42-43, p. llY:-__ _ 
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views were expressed by other local historians. ~Veryone seemed to 

ai;ree t.hat •~hile the traditiona1 story concernint; the use of the 

house had acq_ui_red an increasing impetus, the critical evaluation 

of historical evidence failed completely to corraborate or to justify 

the traditional claflns.10 

A few years later researchers were employed by the George 

l'/ashington Bicentennial Commission to attempt to find evidence 

which would prove t.he traditional story, 'fhese investir;ators also 

failed to wicover any pertinent evidence, In !!>Ore recent years 

other persons interested in local history, including some well­

qualified historians have carried on research on the Old Stone 

House Md they too have joiJled the growing army of persons \/ho 

failed to locate any doc=entary evidence to prove this strange 

ta.le of the past. 

Although the 11trong tradition s11rrounding the Old Stcme Hou11e 

ll>'lY not be lii;htly discarded, a careful evaluation of events sur­

round1ng the old struct11re falls to sup]X>rt or strengthen the tra­

dit1-on in this instance. 

The most serious deterent, of course, is the inescapable fact 

that neither before nor in the recent research fo1· t.l1is report, has 

any documentary evidence been uneartl1ed to substantiate the claim 

that th" structure was "';Jashingtan's Lngincering :Ic>adquarters." 

10. Ibid. 
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Histor:r is dependent upon facts based upon written records. \Jithout 

such records, even in vi"" of a lincerin~ tradition, history cannot 

be written, In this aspect of the Old Stone ~011se :;tory, it would 

be impossible in view of the cow.plete lack of 1·1ritten evidence to 

refer to the stn:ct.ure as the "1*l13;neering HP.adquarters of George 

'.~ashington," 

In addition to the lack of documentnry evidence to prove that 

the structure was '.-.1ashineton's Headquarters, there a.re other facts 

which strongly tend to bear out this stranee lack of evidence. The 

strictest interpretation of the traditional story tells us that 

\Jashincton is said to have used the Old Stone i!ouse as an llncineer­

ine Headquarters \lhile the new city of \'/ashinaton was being surveyed 

and planned in 1791. Not only does such an interpretation li.rn:tt the 

time in which l'Jasltin~tnn n1;1:1 h"v" beGll associated with the house to 

a sinV-e yelil', or month, but it confines the period to some .fe1~ 

days, 'fhe question arises; ':.'ould Georee '.lashin;:ton establish a 

personal headquarters for such a short period of time? 

\-/ashin[;ton ·was vitally interested in the establishment of the 

ne>< city, l!owever, in 1791, he waLl the President of the United 

States and was located in Philadelphia, the Federal Gapita.l, llot­

•rith~tandine his interest in the nG\I capital on the Potomac, which 

had heen authorized by the act of Jt:l7 16, 1790, \'resident \{ashincton 



1, 

11a.s fully ene:ieed in the new and exact1.ng task of directing the new 

Gover!llllent of the United States. Durini:; the time in wnich the city 

of 1/aehini;ton was planned and surv"yed by l·lajor L'<.n.fant, and as-

sistants, it is a Matter of record that the President was only able 

to be in the new federa.l district for£ days, These days were full 

~d active ones with numeroU9 meetings and official acts, It \lOuld 

seem strange indeed that the President ~Tould have found tiJTle alone 

to set up an fugi1leer1.ng Headquarters. The actual work of effecting 

the orii;IJial plan we.s after all assigned to l{ajor L':Snfmt, and much 

of the supervision of other public affairs was [;iven to the three 

Federal CO!llJTlissioners appointed by the President on January 22, 2791,11 

Major Charles Pierre L' ;:nfant, who had been selected by Presi-

dent ',iashin~on to plan the ne11 Capital, arrived in Georgetown on 

March 9, 1791.12 I,'-"flfant lodged at Suter's ·ravern and J.Jnryediately 

began preparati(}!)S to plan and 5'.lrvey the federal district. 1'he 

MB,yor of Georgetown secured three or four men to assist the able 

planner. 13 
hi• 

To<m.rd the end of the month Pre~ident 'o,'ashington paid/first 

recorded visit of 1791 to Georgetown for t.he purpose of selecting 

sites for the public buildine;s and reach\ng an a(:l'eement ~lith the 

original proprietors of the area. On the r.K>rning of J-!arch 28 1 

1791, the chief executive, trawling from Bladensburg, was met a 

11. \lritinr;s of Georee ·,Ja3h_inrton from the Orig~ :1an':';~~ript 

So<1rces, 174)-1799, edited by John C, l•'it11patrick; .lashington: 

U, S, Oovornmcnt Printing Office, Vol, Jl, p. 200, 

12, T,ettor from L':mfant to the Secretary oi: State l·!o.rch 11, 1791. 

Dii;ices-L'~nfmit-l1organ Pa;iers, }i:lS Jiv, 1LC) 

lJ, Ibid. 
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~e>r miles out of town by the principal citizens and escorted to 

Suter's ·Tavern 1.n Geor>:eto~:n, where a publ-tc di11ner was t;iven in 

his honor, lb The \>resid<mt also lodi;ed at Sut1;r' s 'l'avem in ac-

cordancc with his long established custom. Prior to the dinnl!l.', 

President '.lashington exa.fllined the surveys of Mr. :!:J.licot and the 

works of l·!ajor L1fufant, and ,,a.de arrangements to examine the 

grounds the next day.15 'i'here was no rnention of a visit to his 

Headquarters. In fact, Washington e)Gl!llined tl:te survey and plans 

at Suter' a Tavern, where he had conducted so much official business 

during his days as President of the Potomack Canal Company. 

On the forenoon of the 2'.)th, the President inspected the 

grounds of the new city and received L'Ul.fant's suggestions on the 

location of the public buildin;:;s, 'rhat afternoon he met with the 

1-'ederal Collllllissioners to expedite th" arrancements with the or:ici-

nal. proprietors of the seleoted territocy-, 16 In the eveninE the 

busy President spoke to the proprietors, wliose procrastination was 

already cau.sine him Greatest concern, 

On the th:lrd day March )0th, President 1'/ashint>ton met with the 

original proprietors of tho lnn<l on 1<hich the •''ederal City was to 

be establ"ished and reached a satisfactory aereement for the convey-

111. 
is. 
l(>, 

''· 

'.Chat a lternoon the 



;,ell-satisfied !'resident left Oeor;;etol:n for /,lexandria and !-!o'Jllt 

Vernon. L\Jrine this stay 1.n CeoreetC11m, Pr.,sident '.l<tsh;.n;:ton re-

sided at Suter 1 s Ta"'"rn and conducted his iJ'lportant affairs there. 

There is evr;ry indication that his instructions to 1 11!.nfnnt and 

fil.licott were given in Suter's '£avern, 11hich had been the President.ls 

"headq_usrters" during his entire stay in the ~'ederal District. 1'here 

was never any mention of an Engineering er Surveyin& Headquarters 

during President ';lashinc;ton's brief but busy visit to the site of 

the new Capital. 

The Presiderrt's next visit to Ocorf;etoi.m dw-ing the crucial 

planning of the new CttpitaJ. came t.hree months later, On June 27, 

1791, he arrived at Suter•s Tavern in Oeorgetol<I\ to put the finish-

ing touches to the location of the Federal City,18 Since the 

President's agreement with the original proprietors had been signed, 

certain misconceptions and rnisunderstandinge had arisen in the minds 

of the proprietors. Ho,1ever, upon l{ashinf;ton's reappearance in 

June, all difficulties seemingly vanished. The proprietors of ''"st-

ern and eastern sections of the 1'edei·a1 area cheerfully initiated 

the arr=eements to carry out the requirem<">nts of their acreement 

of t!ai·ch )Oth. l9 On TuesCay June 2flth, ;1hile the ComJ,1is:;ioners 

were preparing the deeds to be signed !Jy tl1e proprietors, ":ashing-.on 

inspected the new ,-'ederal district ~rith i!ajor L'...n£ant and J!r. illicott. 20 

lB. Geor;jeto1·mj·:eckly l.edccr, July 2, 1791. 
19. Ibid. 
20. ;1ashinrton' s Diary, June 28, 11'-}l. 
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The next day tha President 1"1"S Ereatly relieve<.\ when the deeds con-

veyi.ne the 11111ds for the Capital were si[J'led. On this day al.so 

while the proprietors and Co11111issioners 11ere eathercd at Suter•s 

Tavern the President show-ed the111 the approved Plan of the Federal. 

~ity, which had been 
21 

coinpleted by !1ajor L'~fant. The plan, which 

met with an enthusiastic response fr!ll!l all, sho>1ed clearly that the 

Capit.ol buildl..ng was to be placed on Jenkins 11111 on the land of 

Danial Carroll of' "uddin[{ton and that the President 1 s House and 

other Departments \;ere to be situated on the rising ground adjoining 

HamburelJ,, one Pd.le fi'o111 Georgetown. 22 

'fhus by June 29, 1791 tlie basic planning of the Federal City 

had already been .finished, During the ti.Jrle 11h"'1 the new Capital 

'lffiB being planned by L'i.nfant, ·,\'ashi.ngton spe>nt exactly six da:,'B 

in Georgeto'>l!l. He resided at Suter's Tawrn durini; all of that 

tilne as did L'i:nfant who oias working on the plan. 23 Thus, if any 

structure ever existed which could lay claill\ to being \IashinGton's 

place of of.ficial business, it was Suter 1 a 'ravern, Froll\ extant 

documentary sources, it appears that \·.'ash;np;ton•a so-called "Head~ 

21. 
22. 
2]. 

Georgetown '.icekly Ledger, July 2, 1791, p, ). 
Ibid. 
JOfUl Suter's account acainst l'.ajor L'lliifant l-'rooecdinga of the 
Co~s_s_i_'?J1'1rs, Georgetown, Jan. 9, 1792 {NA). Suter's ori,:;inal 
account ac;ainst !·!ajor L 1 Enfant is quoted by Allan C. :.;1ark in 
his article "Suter's 'l'av.,rn" in the Records of the Columbia His­
torical Society, Vol. 42-!1J, p. 9J, and lllso by iles-sie Tiilrnart.h 
Gahn in the book "George '.iaslllllL>i:on's Jleadqltarters in Georeeto1-m," 
P• J6. 
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quarter:i" and Suter's Tavern were one and the saim stn:cture.24 

Subsequently we shill see that the Old Stone Hous" ;1as not Suter's 

Tavern. Consequently, in addition to a lack of evidence to support 

an "Ehc;ineering :Jeadquarters for '.,'ashinL-ton," t.>ierti is the added 

fact of :·las11ini;ton's steady use of Sutf'r's !'avem - an entirely 

different structure .from the Old Stone !louse. All that remains of 

the Old Stone Holtse 1 s cla:lll! as '.;ashin~on 1 s Headquarters is a 

strange lingering tradition of the past. 

24. In the book "Gooree '.iashin~ton's lleadquarters i.J1 Ceoreetown" 
l·!rs. Bessie '..'ilnurth Cahn attempts to prove that the Old Stone 
House was Suter's 'favem. Since it was Suter' a Tavern l-tlere 
L' -'llfant st"-:red while he drB',f up the plan for the Federal '~ity 
and where Washi.ngton resided wl1ile conducting official business 
in the .>'ederal District, it was ill1p~rative that the Old Stone 
lloUBe and Suter' s 'l'ave:m be connected as the same struct,ire 1n 
orrier ~ ~ive ad<led WAight to r,he theory tnat the Old Stone House 
was the headqullrters of ,.ashin1;ton and L 1J;nf<mt in connection 
erith the plan and survey of tl1e net/ Capital in 1791. Mrs. Orum 
fails to prove by documentary evidence t.hat the Old Stone House 
was Suter' s Tavern. This failure to prove that the Old Stone 
House and Suter's Tavern wore the same structure greatly weakP.nS 
the clafln of tho former structure to be that of 11 0eorge \lashing­
ton's 1on1;:tneering Headquarters" or 111 1 ,,nfant~'s Headquarters." 



CHAPI'ER 4 

l~JOil L1;:;!FAllT 1S H<ALQU.'J':TE.RS 'dlilLB 
PLAl!llI!lG 'fH£ CITY OF ~·lilSi'DlGTON 

L'Enfant 1s Headquarters not loc!lted in Old Stone House 

A sec:ond aapeot of the traditional. story involvinrr the Old 

Stone House c:oncerns its use by ¥.ajor L' Di.rant. A study of avail.-

able doCUlllentary 11\B.terial shO'JS that this story rests only upon the 

erroneous theory that the Old Stone House and Suter•s Tavern were 

one and the same structure. Since it 'liill be proven in a eubse-

quant chapter on Suter's Taveni that the Old Stons House was not 

Suter•s TaV"lni, the case fo1' the Old Stone Jiouee as L',fhfant'a 

Surveying Headquarters becomes precarious kl say the least. 

The attempt to connect L'Bnfant with the Old Stone House 

seems rnoreovar kl be of recent origin. 'fhe first kno1111 marker 

placed an the structure about 1874, eave no mention of L'J:hfant.l 

A later marker placed on the structure in 1699 by the Pirrun Ripley 

Sooiaty, children of the American Ilevolution called the building 

"George lfashington's l!eadquar1..ers Wile surveying ;i·ashington in 

1791. 112 There was still no mention of L'l'.:nfant, llhen J.lra. 

Bessie liilniarth Gahn's book George ':~ashington's l!eadquarters in 

Georr;etO\·m appeared in 1940, it supported the vie1; that in addi-

tion to beint: ·,1ashington's headquarters, the Old Stone House 

1 0 Personal "interview with l·irs. Alice Gibson, D~c. b, 19S4. 
2. El<'ssie '.lilmartl1 Gahn, Geor1'.e ',1.>shi.nfton's l1e1a~,.~rters in 

Gcorr;etowr1, Silver Sp1·in•'., :.;d.: 19 ~ 1'r~ss of '.·lestl:ind, p, 9, 

24 



Md also been Suter's '.L'avern and L'i'.nfant•s sUI"Jey1ng headquarters. 

'£he evidence gathered by l'.rs. Gahn adequately supporte~ the 

known fact that L'i'llfant made both his headquarters and residence 

et Suter's Tavern.J At the time, however, lire. Gahn was lJ.Ilable 

to prove by the use of substantial. documentary evidence that the 

Old Stone House wae Suter'e Tavern. 11oreover, recent evidence 

proves that S12ter'e 'Lavern could not have been the Old Stone House. 

In the light of tr.is situation, it would be impossible to riaintalli 

that L' Enfant used the Old Stone House as a surveying office. 

\~en L'Enfant an1.Ved in Georgeto1111 on ~larch 9, 1791, he went 

directly to the Mayor as he had been instructed. 11 Then the vision­

ary ~;ajor took up hie abode at the 1rc.ll-kno'Wl1 Tavern of John Suter, 

and imrrlersed hill!self in t.he task of planning the new o1-ty.5 He was 

later jo:lned at Suter•s by Andrew Ellicott and Baron De Grarr.6 

L'Enfant continued to reside at the faJ11ous hostelry a.~d it was the:Nl 

that he executed the oricinal plan of the new Capital. By March 26, 

1791, the 1-ndomitable Frenchman had completed a full report on the 

J. Oliver~;. llolm~s. "'l'he (;olonial 1'averns of Georgetown." Heo­
ords of the Columbia Historical Society, \'ol. 51-52, p. 1.-rii 
this article Dr. !loi111cs stated that Suter's Tavem wa.s ">1hcre 
L'&li'ant, the city !)lanner, and .Qlicott, the city surveyor, had 
their headquarters and did their significant work. This fact is 
f"rther supported by the ort[,'inal account of John Suter against 
Major L1 tnfant and Mr. Ulicott thru Dec. 20th, of 1791, which 
may be found in the Proceedincs of the '·'ederal Con1missioners1 (NA). 

L.. Letter from L1 "-Ilfant to the Sec1'c·t1ry of State, )Ur. 11, 17'.ll. 
Digt<>s-L'.unfant-l-!or1;an Pape.rs, l·'SS. Liv. (LC). 

5. John Suter's account against .~nd~ew Jlllioott, llaJor L•infant, and 
Barer, De Craff 0 Proceed-tnr;s of the So1nmissioners, G. 1·. Jan. 9, 
1792. (Iii\) 

6. .Tu!!:!· 



locaticn of the Houses of Congress, Presidsnt'a house and othEll' 

aapecta of the new Federal Diatrict.7 

Wilen the President came to Cieorgeto..ri an He.rch 26 to confer 

With the original proprietors he wae eager to examine L'&ifant's 

report on the new city. At S\ll:.er'e Tavern where both men lodged, 

the President and hie chosen planner diacuased the proposed da­

velopment ot the nw dietrtct.8 Three ll!Olltb.B later WS.Shl.ngt.on 

exhibited L'Uitent'a original plan to the proprietors with groot 

satiefaation, 

It seems Yfil'T clear that L'lhf'ant's so-called headquart!II's or 

o!t'ioe we.a a roo111 in 3uter'a Tavern. Furthw evidence support-

ing this Tiew is given. in the wrde ot L'Enfant himEelt. In 

December of 1791, he had gone to Philadelphia to confer with the 

President on the new Capits.1 0 In hie absence, the Federal Cammia-

sionera disrnieaed hia aesiatant and vorklllflll, adding fuel to the 

ai1t111ering differences that were brewing between L•J.:n:rlU\t and the 

COltllliaaionera.9 

In a aworn uteter~ent made by L'Enfant in lBOJ, the t0J11Per-

11111ental planner aaid that while he was in Philadelphia in Deoem-

bar of 1791, a tr1lllk and several boxes ccntaining hia c1·ricial 

platu:1, enc;ravinge, and drawinge as well as all his surveying 

equir.ment, his J11Bthematics.l. instruments and vouch ere were 

ttcarried away frcm the place of his abode" by the t;o11L'T1lltsioners. 10 

1. Report of l1ajor L1 lhfant to President \iashington, Mar. 26, 1791, 
C.T. L'Enfant Papers 1791-lBoS, !-!SS. Div, lLC}. 

8, Washineton's Diary, Kar. 28, 1791. 
9. Major L'Utfant 1 s sworn affidavit before l'i"illiarn Thornton, t'eb. 8, 

lBOJ. Digees-Morean-L'F-'lfant Papers, MSS. Div. (LC}. 
10. !ill· 
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This statement and other collaborating information provided by 

L•Enfi..nt shcr,1s that his of.rice and his place of abode 11ere one and 

the same.11 Since we kno1·1 thnt his place of abode while planning 

the city through December 20, 17911 was John Suter's Tavern, the 

inevitable conclusion is that ~'Ellfant's office Wll.3 also located 

in Suter's Tavern. This information coupled ;rith the kno>1lcdge 

that the Old Stone House was not Suter's Tave:ni, enables one to 

finnly state that L'b:ilfant did not use the Old Stone House 1n con­

nection with the planning of the National Cilpital. 

L':ilifant and his Difficulties 

\,hen Pierre Charles L11lnfant >138 chosen by President '1leshini;ton 

to plan the Federal City, he looked upon his assi!7l!!1ent as a great 

ohaJ.lsnge. This brilliant artist who ha~ fou(;ht upon the battle-

field for American independence would not plan for but a sinele 

century, but for a thous3fld years, 

lhjor L1 En.Cant was described as '':i man marked by a stem 

independence of character in all cirCillMtances and conditions ••• 

one whom no motive of interest or te!'Jpt.atian of convenience could 

swlljy from his purpose or induce to alter his plan to ~uit the taste 

or the purpose of his S111ployers. 1112 Decanse he had been personal-

ly selected for his task by .lashjncton, L'=''ant considered hl.lnsf'lf 

accountable to no other authority than the Prcsidcnt,13 .~pparently 

11, ;3eca\l.'le of this fact, it ~as iroporative for l·'.rs, ();ihn to attempt 
to prove that J•;ter's '£avorn 1ms located in the Old Stone llo\_SA. 

12, Typed 11.'iS en Georgetown and r:ajor L1 Lllftint, '£ap;gert Papers, 
~!SS. Di\•, {LC). 

13. ~· 
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others 1n the n=-J t'ederal District considered his pol-le:t' to be an 

par Yith that of the three l"ederal Commissioners, On P.pril 12, 

1792 • SaJ:tuel Davidson told the GoMmissioners that L' l:lifant' s au~ 

thority ~1as generally considered to be of equal fll;).enitude to their 

own, 14 

In spite of President 1,/ashi.ngton's great respect for J'iljor 

L'ilifant's ability, he had entrusted full authority for all matters 

pertai.'ling to the Capital City to the l'ederal Col'!l!lissioners and he 

expected 1 11!.nfant to cooperate >Tith them, It was not long before 

difficulties arose between the planner and the CoNnissioners, 

Both the Commissioners and the President desperately tried to 

soothe the anger of Daniel Carroll of J}.iddington, when l'.ajor 

L1&ifant had his house tom do1m because it obstructed the pla.na, 

President h'ashinQ;on advised Daniel Carroll that L'infant 1s "zeal 

in the public cause has carried him too fast,"15 The President 

personally reprimanded L'fufant for his action, as follows1 

•• , Havini; the be'1uty, and h'1nnony of your 
plan only in view, you (l\lrsuo it as ii' <Nery 
person and thing >::ls oblieed to yield to it; 
whereas the Co~~issioncrs have many cirCUJI!-. 
stances to attend to, some of 1;hich, perhaps, 
may be unkno\ill to you; >rhich avinces in a 
strong point of viei,, the propriety, the nec­
essity and even the ~afety oi' your actine by 
their direction ••• l 

Approximately three months later, the brilltant plmner was 

reli<NJd oi' his o:'ficial duties, Thomas Jefferson wrote Major 

14. Letter i'ror:i ::i'lll!uel Davidso"n to the c'-OJlll'liSsioners, 0, 'f, 
April 12, 1792 - i.la'tidson i'apers, !·BS, Div. (LC). 

15. Letter from Geor(_'e . ."ashiu;;ton to JJaniel Gai·roll ol' Dudti'l..r'.e,ton. 
Phil a.: Dec, 2, 1771, f,r~hj v&s o~· Georr;etO".m U11ivcrsi ty. 

16, Letter l'ro;J\ G80!"/e .iJ.sn' ,~ton to l•bjoi' L'.:z1.fant, Philu,, Dec. 2
1 

1791. ~i,;~<·s-L'ilnl"ur1t-i·Jot•go.n l'npGl'S, l'/'/5-J_792, }L'.lS,iliv. lLC). 
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L' l!lt!1111t an February 27, 1792 that he had bellfl instructed by the 

President to inform him that his services must be at an end.17 The 

Presidmt also wrote a perscmal letter to L'Enfant on the follow-

ing day 1n which he assured the l·!ajor that his retention would have 

been most pleasing to hiJll. But the Chief Executive also said: 

••• ever;' mode has been tried to accommodate 
your wishes on this principle, e~cept changing 
the Commissioners (for Commissioners there must 
be1 & under their dir<Jction the pUbliCbiiildings 
ll[llst be carried on •• ,) to change the Gonu:dssion­
ers cannot be done on ground of propriety, justice, 
or policy , 7:"J.O-

Thll.il the £ifted and individualistic city planner was relieved 

of his official duties, However, for the better part of a year 

L' frlfant h.B.d been vitally concerned wit.h the planning and de-

velopment of the B'ederal City, In e few short months after his 

arrival in Georgetown he completed the oric:inaJ. plan of the ne.< 

Federe.l City, which was approved by the President and the Congress, 

Although certain chaneea and deviations WEre later made from this 

plan, the creat l<ationtl Capital even to this day follows tha 

basic design of this man whose tomb no\{ silently overlooks the 

city of ''magnificent distances" which he pl"-nned over 160 years lljJO, 

l?, Copy of letter i'rom Sec1·etary of State to 1·1ajor L 1 .l!:n1'ar1t, 
l'ob, 27, 1792. I;ir;ces-I,'&!£ant-~1oJ"can Papers, l·IS:3. Liiv. (LG) 

18, Letter fi·oro Ceorce \/ashint;ton to >iajor 1 1 .illfant, 1'eb, 26, 
1792, Dtec~s-L 1 J.:.nfant-:1orr:an !'aper~, l-r.:iS, Uiv, (LC) 



CHAPTER .5 • 

OSE OF 'n!E OLD STONE HOOSE 

It seelll.!I fairly evident thst the Old Stone House was original.~ 

erected in 1766 by Rachael Layman as a private residence. 1 In the 

next year the etru.ct\U'e was acquired again apparently for use as a 

private residence by Cassandra Chew. 

Cassandra Chew and the Old Stone House 

After long searching of geneolog:l.cal accounts, court records, 

and other sources, there still reroaina en aura of lllYStery about 

Cassandra Chew of Georgetown. John Ch....,, the recorded progenitor 

of the Chew fami~ in Virginia and Maryland, came to Virginia in 

the ship "Chari tie" in 1622. 2 He and bis wife Sarah were living 

in Virginia in 1648, but nimovild to Maryland before 1659.3 

We later find Joseph Chew. 1st and 2nd respectively, living in 

Anne Arundel and Prince Georges Counties, in Marylsnd.
4 

In 1767 

Bennet Chew of Annapolis was prospering as a merchant and Samuel 

Chew of Herring Bay was engaged in shipping.5 

However, nowhere in the geneologicsl records of the Chew family 

is there a mention of a Cassandra Chew. Tnis is odd, indeed, for 

there appears to have been as many as three women by that name; 

l. l·\1.nutes of the Georgetown Com:r,issioners, 1751~1789, Vol. l, p. 42 
MSS. Div. (LC) 

2. The Chew FamiU· Records of Frank Cne"' Osburn, 1745, P• 3, Hall 
of ~ecords, Annapolis, Md. 

J• Ibid, P• 11. 
4. ill'!· P• 15. 
5. !1!!..!::l.land Gazette, Jan. 27, 1767, p. IJ, 

JO 
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unless, the Cassandra Chew Oi Georgetown moved about with amazing 

speed. 

In 1764, Cassandra Chw aoquired lot No, 6Z in Georgetown. 6 

From a.11 indications she was a resident of the tOllII at that tilllll. 

A few years later, in 1?76, she was officially listed in the aeorge­

tovn census as residing there at the age of 47 years,? Less than 

one year earlier, however, a Cassandra Chaw of Cecil County, Maryland, 

was sh°"11 as adodnistratrix of the estate of her deceased husband, 

Phineas Chew.8 Fro~ all indications this Was not the Cassandra Chaw 

of Georgetown. A few years later this widow or Ph1neas Chew married 

Samuel Durbin.9 In addition to the Cassandra Chews of Georgetown and 

Cecil County, records show that in 1790, Cassandra Chew was marritld 

to Nathaniel Calder in Frederlok County.lo At this very time in 

Georgetown, Cassandra ChBI{ was listed as being resident of B!iid tO>ITI 

and there .,,.,re no iMi<::ations of a change in marital status. Thus, 

it appears that there 111ay have been as !ll!lny as three individuals b"arlng 

th" nrune Ca.,11&ndra Chew. Yet, etrange as it may seem, this name was 

never mentioned in the geneolog1cal Chart of the Chew family. 

6. Mlnvtea of the Georgetown Com.1liss1oners, ~· cit., p. 4{). 

7, Censvs of 1776 for Frederick County, Box 2, Folder 8, P• 17. 
R.e.ll of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

8, !;counts, 17?5. Liber 12, folio 71, Hall of Records, 
Annapolis, Md. 

9, Chancery Records 178?. Liber 15, P• 271, Hall of Records, 
Annapolis, M1. 

10. Frederick County Xarriage rtecords, 1779-1798, p. J5· Hall of 
Records, Annapolis, Md. 
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On Ju.ne 9, 1767, Cassandra ChEN" p11r.::hased origil'lll.l lot·J 

in OeOi-getQWn from Rachael and Jacob FUrvey "for and 1n consideration 

of lot No. 62 and 100 lbs. eurrent 111.oney."ll Tll\ls, she cams into 

possession of the Old Stone Houae property. On JUl18 10, 1767, one 

day later, Caasand.ra provided that upon her death or 111&rriage lot J 

ahould become the property of her two daughters, Harriet and Macy 

Ch""• In the event her daughters shO\lld both die witho11t heirs, lot J 

vae to becO!lle the prcp11rty of Robert Peter, the picne11r merchant of 

Ceorgetown.12 Tn.e relationship between Cassandra Chew and GeorgetO'ill'l 1 S 

wealtey merchant and first mayor 1.s f\lrthar indiaated by a Deed or gift, 

also dated June 10, 1767, In the words of this deed Hobert Peter gave 

to Cassandra Chew and her daughters lot 29 "for and in consideration of 

the love ar:rl affection which I have and do bear unto Cassandra and her 

daughters, Mary and Harriet Chew and for divers other good causes and 

consi.deration,"13 In the event that Ma:ry 11r:rl Harriet should die without 

heirs, the lot ~as to go to Hr, Peter's brother, Alexander in Glasgow. 

Cassandra Chew m&y have resided in the Old Stone House for 

a time arter she acquired it in 1767, for at that time most of 

11. Frederick Countz Land it..cords, iz48-1zzs. lloo< '· folio 1322, 
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md. 

12. Fr-:clerick County Land Rec~.....l1_48-!ZZ§_. Liber '· folio 1)24-, 
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md, 

1). ill!!· 
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the struetures 1.n the block: ware bein!! used as private homes. It 

was only after J.800 that th:ta section of Bridge Street began to 

hou.se numerous commercial ahops.14 

By 1790, however, it appears t.hat 11he '1183 res:l.d1ng in 

the structure at lot 29, 1111:1.oh bad been given to bar by Robert 

Peter. Mrs, Chev and one other vhite feniale, apparentJ.;y her 

d.augjiter Harriet, were listed as occupying the sania ah ode in tb.e 

1790 Cenou.a.15 HOllever, the older daugj:lter Mary who had married 

Richard Sl!dth, w ... a listed eeplll'ately in the sa.me Census. Fro111. aJ.1 

indications Mi1l'Y llvi:u1 in the Old Stone Houae on lot ), wh:l.c.h 

ll"!'entually beca.Jl>e her sole property, 16 

The tu assessment record.a .r~ Oeorgetcnm in 179), ah~ 

tha1. Caesandrs Chev's property at lot 29 was valued at 250 pound.a,17 

In th:1s 1111111.e year the p:roperty listed under the name o! her daughter 

Mary Smith, which was 1n all probability the Old Stone Hou.ea, Y&S 

14. 

15. 

''· 

17. 

Direct Tax Record.a for Georgetown 1798, Maryland Historical 
Sooiety, Ba.ltl.Jnore, Md, 
Firet Census of the U, S, Maryland, Montgomery County (NA.). 
Robert Peter'11 Will. McntgQIQery County Will Book, Liber F, 
folio 329, Rockville, Md, (Robert Peter provided in h:is wilJ. 
of May 10, 1Bo2 that within three month1;1 after the death of 
Cassandra Chew-, dauUJter Harriet would convey aJ.l her interast 
in the Old Stone House property or lot J to sister Mary BI"llltll.ey, 
In ret~ Harriet was to receive lot 29 attar the death of her 
Mother,) 
.l.ccount of l.<lts and !louses in Oeorget01'!l assessment l\ook, 
1793~1797. ~!ontgomery County !tecords, 



,, 
vall.led at 400 

18 
pounds. Two years later, the tax records also show 

that the structure at lot 29 in which Y.rs. Chew lived, was a sl.lb­

stantial 2-story Brick Dwelling, 19 At this time two household 

se!".'ants, one male the other female, were listed among the personal 

property of Cassandra Chew.20 

In 1800, Mrs. Chew was listed as owning 6 '1 Negroes, It would 

appear that he<" fi.nancial circumstances were adequate for a rather 

gracious mode of living in Old Georgetowri. 

In 1802, Cassandra was still living at lot 29.22 It had be"1! 

provided in Robert Peter's will that she wo1>ld remain there for the 

rest of her natural life. It is belisved that she died in 1806, or 

shortly thereafter. 23 

Although relatively little is known about Cassandra Chew, much 

is kno11n of the man who showed such kirxlness to her and her daughters. 

Robert Peter, Georgetown's pioneer merchant, opened his Rock Creek store 

1n 1752. He soon because a prosperous and highly respected citizen of 

the coltJil'.unity and early engaged in vast real estate speculation. His land 

holdings became fabulous and they included m!lny tracts in Maryland as well 

18. 

''· 
" . 
''· 
''· 

Accounts of Lots and Houses in Geo.:g~!£1.i!!.• 
179)-1797. Mont~mery County Records. 

Assessment Book, 

Direct Tsx Records for Georgetown, 1798, Mar;tland Historical 
Society, Baltimore, Hd. 
Ta~_Asscssmc~t Book, 1798-1812, 
Rockville, Hd. 

Montgomery County Records, 

GeorEeto1om Assessmnnt Book 180~, District of Colllmbia Records. 
Robert Peter's Will. Montgomery County Will Eook, Liber F, 
folio 329. 

Title Search ------- of orlg~nal lot 

§'''''ee'~-''"~'c··~'o5ec' ~lQ.. P• J; 
Real Estate Title Insurance 

3 in Georgeto>m by Attorney Alfred B. 
Gase No. 169168. Records of the 
Co. and Columbia Title Insurance Co, 
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as lota i.n Georgetown Md 'll'ashington. It was not 'Wlllllual at all 

to see newspaper ade that Robert Peter was selling 12 or lli lots 

at a tillle. 24 His house stood on Hi~ Street just south of the 

later Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. He also mm.ad the whole block 

between Coni;ress (Jlst) Street and Hi~ Street (Wisconaill Ave.) 

up to Brid~e (M) Street, It w.s kncwn llB "Peter's Sque.re.u25 

However, 1n addition to his local. busilleas and real estate holdings, 

he vas the agent of Jolm Cflasaford and Company, of North Britain, 

which m<nopolized 111uch of the Poto!llElO River tobacco trade.26 He 

also had the distinction of being Geor11et~'s first l·!ayor, A.t 

about the age of tio ltobert Peter inarried Elizabeth Scott of PrilU:e 

George's County, Md,27 E.:1.ght cil.ildren were born to this unicn. 

!l.obert Peter's soliaitoua concern for the welfa.ra of 

Gase!llldrB Ch...., is shown by his gift of lot 29 to her in 1761. 28 

Hr. Peter f\lrther provided for the welfare of her two daughters. 

In the case of the eldest dau['hter, Mary, his interest reaclied 

beyond his own death. ior'he appointed his relative John Peter 

to act as trustee for Hrs. !'.s.ry (Smith) Brumley (in 18o2 after 

24. 

28. 

V~ia JcurnuJ. and Alexanpria Advertiser, J"'1y 2~ 1 1785, P• l. 
Qrace Dunlop &:ker Portrait of Old Georgetown, p, oo. 
P.ugh Taggert 11 0ld Georgetown," Records of the Colwobia Histori~ 
cal Society, Vol. XI, pp. 167-6 , 
John Clag~ett Proctor "Early Georgeto;m liistory," J,:..-eni.Jlg Star, 
J.tay rs, 19J8, 
t'rederiok County Land !leoords, 1748-1778, Lib er K, folio JJ24 {HR). 



after death of her first h118band Mary vas married to Joseph .Brumley) 

29 about .1802. Upon the death of the first trustee, Hobert Peter 

appointed his own son, Thomas Peter, to be Mary's trustee.JO 

In 18011 a f.w yearll before bis ovn death Hobert Peter 

purchased the five Negro slaves of Mary Chew Sm.1th for the price 

31 of 82,000. A year later he placed the same Nee;ro slaves "and 

their future increase unto John Pete.r , •• in trul!'t for thll sole 

and exr::l\lllive 118e of thll said l'.ary Brlllllley.~ Mr 0 Peter also ab-

solved Mary fram all debts llhich 11he O'oled to him. In his will. 

eietied Ma;y 10, 18o2 he also made certain that Mary vae to re-

ceive .full title to the Old Stone House propert7 upon the deat.h 

cf h~r l!IDther,32 Thomas Peter, son of Robert, carried cut hi11 

fathtll''S wishes in assisting ~lacy in her legaJ. trans~tiorw, In 

1812 he and Macy llru!llley sold a 7-)llllnth old Nef70 bo7 1;o Matilda 

Hawkins for $1.00, They also jointly gave the Negro sel"VBl\t 

Matilda her freedom in consideration or ~200.00. 

Cassandra. Chev18 ycunger daugtiter Harriet. va.t1 also 

aesurOO by the vilJ. or Robert Peter of. evsntuail.7 gaining full. 

possession or lot 29, where her mother resided during most of 

her days in Oeorgetown, Harriet later married and Vatt kno\III NI 

Harriet Bruce, WhEll. she vas but twelve years of age, however, 

29. Dessle \·/Umarth Gahn 11 Gecrgetoll!l 1 S Historic Taverns," 1.Jashing-
tan Post, Dec:B111ber 1$, 19~0, 

JO, Robert Peter's vill signed May 10, 1602, Montgomery County 
1i'ill Record~, Liber F, folio )29. 

)l, ~lontgomery Land Records, Liber I, .rolio )81. 
)2, Hobert Petllr'a \'/ill. Montgo111ery County Will Records, Liber F, 

folio )2;1, 
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lot L.k in the i\eatty-Ha\/kinB Addition to Georgetow. was aequi.rod 

for bar. This lot was purchased 011 &r.:b 15, 17n for l pound 

and was recorded under the ownership of' 12 year old Ila.riot Petel"ll 

Chew 33 -· In 1800 it appears that Hariot was at.ill living 

nth her mother Cassandra ChtJ11, at lot 29 in Georgetown, f'or in 

addition to Ila.riot, one frea fe!Mle ovar 45 years and one free llllile 

undar 10 years 109re listed in the lSOO Cen.aus aa living at the 

e!ll!le residence 0 34 It is strongly be.liewd that these indirtdual.s 

""re the 111Jther IUld son respectivW.;r of Ha.riot Bruce. The v19lf 

that Cassandra Chaw vas living ldth daughter Harlot is further 

eubetantiated by the fact that both the 1790 Md 1600 Cen1SU11 111~ 

diea~ed that two worn.an corresponding 1.n age to mot.bar and daughter 

were liv1ng at the same residenoe,3~ 

Ch<JW was listed as head of the houeehe>ld; lihile, in lSOO Hariot 

Jlruce .,.,..s listed a.a such. 

Upon the death of Cassandra Chaw, daughtar Har1ot re­

ceived lot 29 on High Streat. In 181.5 she was still. rsaid:ing at 

this location and her 2-etary brick house was assessed !or ~l,8oo.J6 

It is l!Det interesting to nate that Harriot WaB also assessed for 

lot .ljli in Georgetown wnich had been given to her \!hen she lf8.B but 

a child of twelve. 

33. 

3'· 35. 

36. 

Original list show.Ing purchase of lots in Bestty-Iis.\lkins 
Addi-..ion, July 1, 1770. Paabody Room, Georgato1m Branch of 
the D. C, Public Library. 
Census of lBo::l for District of Colwnbia (Nil.). 
l'iret Census of the U. S. for ~hryland0 (~iontgornery County) 
and the 1800 Census for the District of f:olumbia (liA). 
Georgeto\lll Assessment Book D. c. Records. 



Ma:q Smith 

,, 

Drwnlex and Use of the 
1790 - 2800. 

Old Stone Holl9e 

In 1790, while Cassandra. Chew and daughter Ha.riot were 

living at lot :?], the eldest daughter Ma:ey was residing at lot ) 

in the Old Stone House, Appar(l[Jtl;r a vidov by this time she va.a 

listed as head of the faml.l;r wider the name Mary Sndtn,37 Al­

though 1n later rears Mary rented or leeeed the Old Stone Houaa 

to varioue persons for a pl.3.ce of bu.ainees, the first svidenoe 

of such a practice does not appear until t.h8 yeer lllo0,38 Tboo, 

it /OJJ.y very well be that during the decade from 1790 to 1800, 

Mary Smit.ti l:llRy have used the Old stone House uclusi veJ.:y a.a a 

private reeidanae. Such a l.USB would coincide vith the histor:l.eaJ. 

facrl; that prior to lSOO the block of Bridge Streat bounded by 

Congress and Washington Streets was prl.Jllarily of a residential. 

character. In 1793, Mary was !l.!lsessed for the Old Stone House 

and lot), the property being valued at $h00,39 The axta.nt 

tax a.ssessment reco1'dS follow th1.s same p:l"operty in the no.ms of 

Macy S!llith without intt1rl"uption through to 1796.
110 

It would havt1 been during the period of 1790 to lSOO, 

when the Old Stone Houst1 was owned end occupied by l.facy Smith, 

the daui;htar of Cassandra. Chew, that th.a structure could have 

J?. 

''· "· 
40. 

l'irst CensU8 ot' the u. 5 0 for uary:1end (Montgomt1cy County)(HA), 
Georgetown Assessmeut Book 1600-1807. D, C, Records, 
.~ccount of Lots and Houses in Georgetown. Assessment Book 
179)-17~7. ~kmtgomecy County ll.ecorda. 
Account of Lots and Houses in Ceorget01m, A1:1sessment Book 
1796-lBl.2, Montgomocy County llecords. 
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been uued by George Washington and Major L'Enfan:t. To date there 

bas not been ar.y doaumenta.ry evidenee uncovered to show tha.1' 

Waahington either visited the ho119e or 115ed it a.s a headquarters 

in 1791• 'lb.ere is doc11D1ent!l.l'y ev:l.de:nce, however, 11h:tch provs.11 

that the structure could not have been used by L' Want and was 

certainly not Suter' s Tavern. Thus, on the 'Dasie of available 

histol'ieal records, we are confronted Yit.h the following pieture. 

In the significant yeer 1791 1 around >lhich the traditional 11to17 

of the old strueture has developed, the Old Stone HoU111e was 

listed under the neme or Kary Slllith, who it appears used the 

Btruoture for her priva.te residence. A.lthough the vflrj' strong 

indication is that the Old Stone H0use wa.e never used by Guorge 

Waah1ngton during this ti!lle, it is quite possible to &1111JW11e that 

many Vllll-known Gaorgeto11n residante mo.y have visited in the 

house. It is certainly very probable that Robert. Pete:-, the r1T1t 

mayor or the town wi..y have visited Mary Slllith at her reeiden.oe 

by virtue of their close ftiendehip. It we.a b,- means of his will 

that fl.he received tulJ. ovnerehip of the property. Perh.eps other 

nearby neighbors such as Thomas Corcoran, the gras.t financier, 

also may have spent time in the Old Stone House. 



Use of Old StCl!le Hou8e after 1800. 

In lSOO the widov M8.ry Sruit.h rented a house and lot on 

Brldge Street to John Suter, Jr.41 This appears to have been 

the Old StOllS House itself rather then the structure 1.mm.ediately 

east of the Old Stone House on lot J. Thia brings up the 11\tareat:.-

ing fact that prlor to 1800 and for s11111e year11 later there were 

two structures on lot 3. 1~2 The Old Stone House wa11 located on 

the veatern portion of the lot fronting appr-o:z:ime.tely 17-20 feet 

on Bridge Street. The 11ooond structure just east of the Old 

Stana HOUlle fronted Bridge Street for 16 feet. 43 Jahn Suter, 

Jr. did not ren.t the 11truct~ Cl!\ lot 3 for a reaidence, but 

rather for a watch-maker's shop, a business in which he engaged 

Elf'ter leav1ng the Union Tawrn.4li He also awned a structure on 

lot 53 1n Georgetown w1iich he had been using aa a residence.45 

At this point it ahould be oJ.eari, underll'tood that 

John Suter, Jr. vas the son of Suter, Sr., lolho had operated the 

fllll¥>US Oeorgetawn tavern lcnawn u Suter•11 ravarn or the "Fountain 

41. Georgetown Asse11a111Bnt BOok 1800-1807, D, C, Record8. 
i.2. Early Map of Georgetown prior to 19oo,..CoP7 of orlg1na.l (nov 

misei.ne) from the Archives of the Society or Oldest Inhabitants, 
This excellent but little known m.ap 8howa early structures lGo 
cated on the lots and gives nan.es o.f the residents, 

!13. Title Search o! ori[>tnal lot 3 in Georgetown by Attomey Alfred 
Baker, Aug, 15, 19)0, Case No, 169168. J(ecorde of Real Estate 
Title Insurance Co, and CoJ.UJllhia Title Insurance Co,, Washing.. 
toti, n.c. 

L.li. h'asl1ington Federalist Nov, 10, 18oU, p. U. (Copy in the Boston 
AtheneW!!). 

/i5, Direct Tax ll.ecords for Ceor etawn 1798, i·!arylend Jlistorical 
Dociety, Baltllnore, Md. twas also verified by the Censua o.r 
lBoo that John Suter, J.,, was residing 1n QeorgetlJliil at th.at tllle,} 
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Inn" froin 1783-1794. Upon the death of the elder Suter, his 

widc:>w operated the tavern for one year and it then passed into 

the handa of other 1ndivichlals, In 1796, the eldest son John Suter, 

Jr, operated the Union Tawm at Washington and Bridge Streets in 

Georgetown. Holl"var, this .,,-as a separate and distinct structure 

from~ orifji!Jal Suter•s Tavern which had been operated earlier 

by Suter•e father, It is important et this point to grasp the 

sUl.ple distinction between father and son. r'or this very dis­

tinction is completely con.fused and ll!llddled in the aaoount of 

tha 'tavern ill thew. P, A, Writer's Ouida to Washington and othe:r" 

published J11B.terlal. L.6 

ThUB, the renting of the Old Stone House in lBoo by 

John Suter, Jr, for use as a watclll!lll.ker's shop, ha.tJ no bearing 

whatsoever on the supposed use of the Old Stone House as a 

tawrn, John Suter, Jr,, of courett, did have a clo1111 relation-

ship ld.th the family of Mary Sl!lith, sinae he married Barbara 

Smith, the daughter of llichard and Kary Slllith, Th:111 rel11tion-

ship is aarefully pointed out by Mrs, Be11sie Oahn in her booll: 

on tha Old Stone House, Mrs, Gahn el.so states John. Sut11l', Sr. 

46. Vlashington City & Capital, l'ederal Writer's PrOject (w.P,A,) 
Washington 1937 U,S, Government Printing Office, P• 724, 
Herein ie given a confused account stating that Jahn Suter 
who operated the "Fountain Irm" 'oought the Union Tavern in 
lBoo. !•'acts cf course show that John Sil.tar \lho operated the 
11 Fountt<in Inn" died in 1794 ai1d hill son John Suter, Jr, ac­
quired the Union Tavern in partnership in 1796, Such glar­
ing discrepancies 1n the accounts of history do not 1rake the 
task of historians working in Georgetuwn history an easy one,. 



had known Cassandra Chew, the grandmother of his son's wife, 

However, in attempting to prove that the Old Stone House was Suter' a 

Tavern (1'?8}-1794), Krs. Galm' s entire case was based on the .follo"1!ig 

asswnption: 

.,. It could hardly be sul'l'lised, in 
fact, that Suter would have opened his 
tavern elsewhere, His neighbor in 
l·lontromery Co11nty, Mrs. l!acy Smith, and 
her Mother (Mrs. Cas~andra Chew of 
Georgetown), had an interest in the 
tavern property on lot J ,,,47 

The above assUI11ption is not supported by docwnentacy evidence 

in Mrs. Gahn's book. However, from this aeswnption, f'irs. Gahn goes 

on to care!'ully record the general history of Suter'e Tavern as if 

it had already been provttn that the tav"rn was located in the Old 

Stone House, It will be clearly sho1<n in tne followins: chapter tl".at 

the Old Stone House was not Suter's Tavern. 

RBturning to John Suter, Jr., it seems that he diacontinuOO his 

watchmaking business in the Old Stone House for a titr.e after 1800, 

but that he had resW11ed business in 1804. The Washinrton Fsderal'l.st 

of November lO, 1804, states the Jolin Suter, Jr. has "resumed business 

on Bridge Street, a few doors west of Union Tavern. 11 

4?. Gai1n, !22· cit_. P• JO. II.rs. Gaitn offers no documentary evidence 
to warrant tho reference to th& lot J propert~· as th., "Tavern 
property." 
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By 180L., Mary Smith had married for the second tiJTle to 

Joseph Brwnley, In this sBl!!e year whUe John Suter, Jr. "as rsnt­

in~ the Old stone House for his watchmaker's shop from her, ~ 

Slllith Brwnley, along with her l!!Other lllld younger sister, who still 

shared an interest in the property-, leased the structure just ea.at 

of the Old St.one House to Joel Brown,48 The lease, lolhich was ex­

twided to run 5 years frO!ll the date and the death of Cassandra 

Chew, called for an annual rente.J. of $12. In this structure lihich 

stood just eaat of the Old Stone House JQel Srown operated a 

Hatter's shop,L9 

Thus, in 1804, the Old Stone House waa being used as a 

watchmaker's shop and th., builOing adjoining '.13.S a hatter's shop, 

It is not definitely known whirt.hex- or not Mary Smith llrwnley and 

her husband continued to live in the Old St.one House while John 

Suter, Jr, operated his watch shop, It is not known exactly hov 

long Suter, Jr. continued his Du.siness in the Old Stone House, 

He vas still on Bridge Street in 1805, On August 28, l8o6, how­

ever, Mary Smith and her P10ther leased the irt.ructure to William 

Clark for ten years.SO In this lease the Old Stone House vaa 

de~-'ribed as "beginning at the south11est comer o.r Joel Brown's 

Hattex-'s shop, thence west for 17' 611 •••" TJ1is corresponds 

WJ, Case No, 169168. rleoords of Real .E.'state 'title InSurance Co, 
and Colwnbia '.fitle lnsurance Co!llflany, £!:!• cit, 
The above title case shows oonolusiv..:ty that he occupied a 
structure east of the Old Stone House, 

49, Ibid, 
So, Ibid, 
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to the axe.ct locat:lon of the Old Stone Housa, WUliam Clark 11sed 

the hoUlle for a tailor's iii.op. Here it !llll.y be of interest to poillt 

out that hardly wuld a 11ateluna.ker and a tailor have rented a 

structure of such cammodiOUli aize as Suter's Tawm, However, in 

the Old Stone Houee th.ey found a ame.ll structure idell.l for theil' 

require:nerrt11, Apparently lfilliBlll Cle.rk 11as still using the house 

in 1811&,for the Hatiana.J. Intelligencer notes th.at "William Cl.ark, 

nie:tehant, tailor 1111 Bridge Street has a hende0111e assortment of 

fina clothes and eashineree. n5l It is quite probable that Cl.ark cran-

tin1>ed bi.>sin6SS at this stand for the full term of the lease, 

which voul.d have been J.818, In that year the lot J property was_ 

assessed under the !16llle of Joseph Brunil.ay and valued at 88,ooo.52 

Records do not disclose llho !.Mmediatel:y followed WUliWll 

Cl.ark in the Old Stone House art.er 1818, Descendants of Ph.ll1berl 

Rodier, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Coinpany engineer and desio:;rier ot 

the Wisconsin Avenue Bridge, mairrtain that Rodier and his f'llmUy 

resided in the Old Stone House in 1830.53 Although. there are no 

extant records to verify this, it seel!IB quite probable for the 

Oeorget.ITT111 Directory of 1830 lists Rod.ier as residing on Bridi;:e 

Street near \Yashington Street,5L This is about as close a lo-

cation tothe Old Stone House other than the !l.CtuaJ. address that 

51. Cahn,£!!.•.£.!!•• p. 24. 
52, Oeorgetotm J\saessme11t Hook 1B18, D. C. 11.acords. 
53. C. & O. Cmal Hecorde (N.A.) and persona]. intervi°"' with 

descendants of Philibert itod.ier. 
54. Oeorgeto\m Director,y, 18)0, D. C, Public Library, p, 1), 



45 

ean be found. Diverting for B mament !tom straight historlcaJ. 

fact, could it be that the strange tradition of the little strue­
uould. 

tu.re being kn0'1!1 a.a HAn Engineering Headci.uarter11n/somehow have 

been connected with c. & O, Canal engineer, Rodier. This Frenob 

6!1gineeT might >1ell have done some of hie engineering work at 

his res:l.dence, Of coUl'se this would. have been )1 yeara afier Uie 

death of George Wash:!ngton, Ho\IE!Var, it is not out o.f the real.Jn 

of po11sib1.l:l.ty that 'Washington' a n!ll!le may so!!lehow have been a.a­

soc:l.ated with Rodier's later activities in the 11t:n>.oture, Wa.u 

not 'Washington promoter of Potolllll.C Canal Company, Dlld the Potonac 

route to the west. Ev'en today, lllllllY people are <:0nf-uaed in be-

liev:Uig he aJ.ao ....s the lllltive founder of the late?' c. & O, 

Canal Company, which began some 29 years after his death, It 

:ts, of cow-ea, very possible that book in the 18JQ 1a, Wa:;hington's 

naina (perhaps because ot his early cane.J. !lCtivities) might. 

have been associated vit.h the activities of the C, & O, Ce.nal 

engineer, Philibert. Rod:!.er. The above atate""'nt13, o.r course, 

are only auppositionsJ however, they ~.ay well offer a clue to 

the ariginat:l.on of Washington 1 s vague connection with the Old 

St.one House, How aucb a diet.ant connectian ma;y have been altered 

to beOONe ~Washington's Engineering Headquarters while Planning 

the City in 1791" it is d:l.fficult to say, To repeat, there 

llXiat.s no evidence to substantiate this latter claim. 
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'.·o'e have seen from originaJ. records that during the 

criticaJ. period of 1791, whfill the Old Stone Hou5e would have beezi 

used by ttash:!ngton according to tradition, the 8truoture v1111 o\111.ed 

b;y- Mary Srnith. It is quite prtib,.bl.e that t.he owner resided there 

for a number of years. In ieoo, the Old Stone House was rented 

to John Suter,!£• for a vatcluiiaker's shop 0 In l&l8, it was again 

leased for 10 years to W:Uliain Clerk for his ta.1.lor 1 s shop. The 

use subsequent to 1791, of course, does not help the old tra.dit:l.o:i. 0 

It does, however, sho.,.- that the structure was used by 5lll4ll bwli· 

neaam(ll'j or merch£1llta ~ a use which ocmt1nual. 1n later years. 

To illustrate this latter oonforndty 1n UBB 1 earJ:T 

Georgetown resident Mrs. Alice Gibson who 11 ved across frOlll the 

Old :Stone House as a child with her parents Mr. and Mi-a. Wll1i11111 

CoU:!ns, rem111P1hers that thtt atI"l.lcture was 1.1aed a.s a sll\BJ.l comer­

cial shop of eome kind in 1874.55 She r0111eJ11bere el.so pliqing :1n 

front of the structure with other small children. It is ...ry-

sign1f1cant thst Mrs. Gibson keenly r<!IT1ernb..rs that no one 1Ner 

thought of the structure as Suter's Tavern, which was located :1n 

so111e other 56 part of the city. This is very illlportant becauae 

recent efforts to prove the tradition that i•lashington and L'lillfant 

used the houss have all rssted on ultims.tely proving the structure 

to be Suter's Tavern. 

55, Personal 1nterv1w with ~!rs. Alice Gibson, Dec, 6, 1954. 
56. Th.i!l· 
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An early photof;raph of the structl!re jl.ldged to be ap­

proxi.nataly 1879-1~90, shovs the following sign on the Old Stone 

House, ''!louse Paintl.Jlg - Graining and Glazing." The secorid build­

ing a one-story .frame to the east c:ontains a 11 .'.ligar Store.''57 

This photoi;l'aph confonnB precisely t.o in~or~etion Bl.lpplied in the 

J:!!shington ~i_reotory which show that a John 11. Stallinc:s, painter, 

58 
was using the Old Stone House from 1879 to 1890, 

Returning to It.rs. Gibson, this gracious la.Cy recalled 

that while no one called the Old .. St.one House Sute.r's 'ravem, 

t.here -s mention of the houso aa \,/ashingt:.on's Headquartere,59 

Could this have developed from the ts.ct that Phil1.bert Ilodier, 

the eng1neer who 11orKed on the great Chesapeake and Ohio C!Lrul.l., 

once lived in the house and there he may have worKed on Uie plans 

which brouf;llt about tl1e realization of Washington's early dream 

of effecting a continuous water route up the Potomac Valley. 

Traditional stories have developed and expanded on such alii;bt 

.!llld dietant connections in the past. 

57. 

58. 
59. 

Phctoi;;raph 
Gecrgeto'.m 
~ington 

!ill· 

of the Old Stone House - with hi~torica.1 not~s. 
Dranch of D. C. Public Library. 
Directories, 1860-1890, D. C. Public Library. 
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SUTIB'S TAVEllN 

In 1783, Jobn Suter opened the doors of the "Fountain 

Inn" 1n Georgetown. Here the best 1n :rood, dr1nlc, lodging, IUld 

errt;e.rt&ilunent waa enjoy-ad WJder the direct:l.on of this genial host 

.i'rCllll Scotland. H:l.s Tawm soon bec:a.ut1 the favorite rendezvout1 of 

local c:l.tizens and personalities of na.tionlll. import.ance for both 

plea11u.re and bu111De1111. 

The Tavern beaeme mire than a mere house er entel"tain­

m.ant. It eerved regu.larl:y as the cfficilll. meeting place for tht1 

Potomo.ek Canal Company, The Georgetown Bridge Company-, the Conm:l.11-

sionan1 of Georgetown, and other bustness and mun:l.o:l.paJ. orgalllla­

tions. 

George ~rashington, 1n the ;rears prior to and du.ring his 

Pres:l.d6ll.cy, often Jll'l.de the l.lln of John Suter his "offio:l.111 he>1.d· 

querterell when stopping in Georgeto"'11. Thomas Jefferson, likewise, 

we a regula.r patron of Suter 1 s. While l1inister to France, he de-o 

clered, l!no man on the Atlantic coast oan bring out a bt1tter bottle 

o:r Madeira or Sherry than old Suter." 

Of fa.r greater significance, Suter' a •ravern ~y well be 

called the birthplace of the Nat:l.nn 1s Capital., for it was there 

that tl•" agreement betoreen President George 1'/ashington antl the 

original. proprietors of the lands selected for the National. 

Capital. was signed. 'l'here J·lajor Pierre Charles L'llifant pains-

,, 
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t.akll.gl.:y t.oUed over and COJllPleted his origiiial pl.an of the Federal 

City. There also, the three Federal Conmissioners, appointed b;r 

President \\'ashington 1n 1791, estahl:tshed their office, fNm vhenoe 

they directed the public blliJ.ding program and the general develop­

ment of the n9'1 Capital.. In Ult1 days vhen the tavem of Jotm Suter 

boasted a distinguished liet of regular pa.tl"Ons, including such 

personages a.15 Georgti 1'Ja.Bhiugton, Thomas Jefferson, Pi6l't'e L'frlfant, 

llll.d Benjamin Stoddart, it wae oft.en the scene of events of pro­

found national significance. 

W&ahingtonla Most Unu~al. Jf~t8I'J' 

Aftar the death of John Suter in 1791.i, his vidov Sarah 

continued to operate the illustrious nFounta.in InnH :for one year. 

Beginning in 1796, however, the historic Btructure passed int.a 

the hands of others, thereby initiatini; a period of successive 

operet1':>n by severe.1 clifferent 1ndividue.1s. 'With the passage of 

the original t.avero bull.ding from the possession 0£ tbe Suter 

fandl,-, there was laid the germ for a seeml.n&J.y il\soluable 

JnySteI'J' - one lihich has 1ntrigued and batfied local histori9ns 

to this vary time. ''\ihere was Suter•s TaVEm located?R Th1.IS 

was tbe ~atery, which 1l\ apite 0£ the repeated e££orts directed 

toward.a ite solution, somehow defied and exasperated Uloi;e \lho 

laboriously sought the answer. 

How, it may be asked, coul.d the locetil:>n ot· such a fa­

mous etructuI'e become lost in the passage 0£ time'.i: 'I'he ans•ler is 

relatively si111Ple. In Gi;orgeto\m durinr; the days wi<en John Suter 



op.,rated his tavern, it was t.hs custom to never mention apscifi.o 

street addresses, In the ieyriad of references to Suter 1
11 Tavern 

amid the orig:lnel coXTespondencs of George Washington, the off:l.oiaJ. 

records of the Federal. C.Ommissioners, the Potomaok Canal Co!!lpa.ny, 

OsorgBtollll Bo!IZ'd of Aldermen, lilld newspapers the simple phrase 

HSuter's Tavsm" appe!IZ'ed aga1.n and aga.in, This iras all that was 

needed, for everyone knew where Suter' a 11as. In fact, it 1ill.S so 

vell-knovn that an address would have been 11\lj)&riJ.uous. Hairevar1 

as time passed, the uniform abaenoe of this llDlllll itmll added to 

t.he d1sappear811Ce of mBlly original reoorda of Georgetown provided 

the great challenge to local histori11n11. The rs.ct that Suter 

rented his tavern property rather than 0110ed it made the task 

even more difficrol.t, 

The location of Suter' s Tavern gradually hOOW!16 the 

most controversial subjeet of local. b.istoey, A veritable &riv 

or persons delved into the records in varying dei;rees, detem:ined 

to settle the lll,Y8tery for 011Ce and all. Eminent historians were 

ineluded among those who bee.a.me intrigued by- this challenge, 

Some spent Jlil.ey hours goin3 over the voluminous recorda of the 

Federal Co!DJl!issioners and other recorda for clues to this JDlSt 

unusual m;\'&tery. In the process, of course, numerous locations 

resulted and earui of these soon found its supportees,Holl'3ver1 

non11 or the suggei>ted locationo:i coul.d be 1111pported by original. 

documentary evidcnee rrom the period in which Suter operated bis 
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his tavern. Ttte ir,ystery continued, 

~!ore recently, one author introduced the thesis t.hat 

Sl.lter's Tavern and the Old Stone HO\l.96 at 3051MStreet11ere one 

and the S!ll!le structure. Such a iitatement bea:red careful. lllveeti­

gation, It was eoon discov..red that the tlb.ole tradition of the 

Old Stone House ae "Washinfff;on's Hea.dqllllrlara" <Uld nL'Fnfant•s 

Surveying Office" depended upon proving that the Old Stone House 

YSS also the origl.nal Suter' a Tavern bk11.lding, 

A stranuous effort we.ti made to d<;rl;armlne the actlllll. l.o­

cation of Suter's Tavern, On such a disputad point. there could he 

no Pl.J.ovanoe f'or error, It was !Ull.¥ realized that the ortglna]. 

location had to be supported by origiilal. documentary erldence 1n 

order to be accepted, Up until this time none of the previoWI 

locations offered had been B..CC0111Panied by such evidanoe, In undl!Z'o' 

taking sucb a search, a histortan is often required to 'WIS wery 

possible approach, 

Title records of' numer01,1s original. Georgetown lots were 

thoroughJ:T eearched0 The complete records of real estate trans­

actions of certain Georgetown citUBilS irere studied .l'rom the 

original Montgllln.llry County Land Records. Varloull depos:ttorie::i 

or GeorgetO'llr\ reconia in Vlashington, Annspalia, Md., and 11.'i far 

distant S6 Boston were searched for !llSterial beSl'ing on the Old 

Stone House and Suter'11 Taveni. 
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Il\J.l"ing this time, oon111derehl.e infoI'lllatioD on the history 

of Suter'e Tavern was compiled. Circururta.nt19.l evidence strongly 

indicated that the Old Stone Rouse could never have been Suter'e 

Tavern. A partial inventory of Jobn Suter1B Taveni. equ1-pment 

a.lone conUlined lll!UV mare itcma than c<JUJ.d haw been adeq.uatel;y 

accommodated. 1n the Old Stone House.l However, tbe sear<::b •ent 

on for that written evidence from orii>inll record.B of the period 

in which Suter operated ltl.e taveni, vhl.cb. vould prove the correct 

location. 

Jlelatival7 ee.rly in the search, the biography of Jolm 

Sute-r, llI'itten by his descendent Ma.y D, Suter, was located 1n the 

Washingtoniana sootion a1' the D, C, Public Library, Concerning 

tha location of her ancestor's tavern, Mary Suter 11tated1 

It wa:J this lone, low buildine (Suter's 
Tavern) at what is now the Northwest corner of 
\'later and Congress St, (31st) Street, that -
Washington purchased the site for the Capital. 
In later year11 it became an oyster bouse and a 
reate.urant, b\l.t in early daya it 'olas the la.st 
proud 'Word 1n "Tavern keeping." i'hia 1IR8 "Suter'e 
Tavern," the fal!IOUS hostelry 0£ George Washincton, 
Jefferson, and all the other statesmen 'WhO journed 
over the miserabl.s road tha.~ led fi'om their homes 
to Philadelphia, then the tEroporary Capital .,,2 

1. 11ontgomery County \•/ill Reco1..::ls. Liber C i'ol:!.o 152, the 
Inventory of John Suter, dated DecB111ber 23, 1794. 

2. Mary D, Suter, "Bior;raphy of John Suter," \'lashingtoniana SecM 

tier, District of Colurnb:La Public Library, 
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The location for Suter•s Tavern as gtven by }lacy D. Sutm" 

coITeeponda identical.l.y to the present-day northwest comer of K and 

31st Streets 1n Georgetown and was once e. part of o"dgin.Pl lot 68 

of Peter's Square in old Georgetown.) Although Mary Suter's state­

ment was not accompanied by dOC1J,Jllentaxy evidence, it will be oho\l!l 

ho'f this author ultimately tmearthed the original docum.entary evi~ 

dance to prove that the ori(;inal Suter' B Tavern wa.s located at 

this B1ll!IB ,iorthwest earner of" present-day K and 31st Streets in 

For some ti.me after the above sits for Suter' s Tavem 

was noted, sufficient doOUll\entary evidence Wlch \IOuld prove 

J. Case No. 8873, H.ecorda of the District Title Company, ·Nashington, 
D. C0 1 the original plat of Georgetown; Baiste ~al Es~<:.1!!'._Surveys 
of liashin@on, D. c. A careful study of ea.rl1 Georgetmm maps in~ 
dicates that the present northwest corner of K and 31st Streets w.e 
once part of original lot 68, and that the street names had been 
changed several tllnes. The l·iinutes of the GeorgctO'..m Comrtlssioners 
sho1< that lot 68 waa ii.rat purchased by John Cooke on !'13.iCh 2!i, 1752, 
It was acquired by Robert Peter in 1760 and apparently improved a 
short time later with a substJ.ntiaJ. dwalling. In the original plat 
of Georgeto>m, this huge lot was bounded on the northwest comer by 
Wapp;ing Street on the south and Fishing Lane on the east, By 1799 
Ca11aew-ay Street had been cut tlirou{;h ju.st south of the above corner 
and Fishing Lane l1ad been changed to Coni:ress Street. Still later, 
the Bussard ~lap of 1830 show Cause\;-ay Streat had been changed to 
!i .... ter Strec>t 1 '.Illich ran all along the Georgetown uaterfront to Rocle 
Creek. Water Street later became K Street in 111odern Georgetown, and 
Conr;reas Streat became 31st Street, The 'o1ater Street mentioned 
herein ran in an east-west direction and is entii"ely different from 
that part o:f '.'/isconain Avenue wnich ran south fro1n ii Street to K 
Street s.nd Hhich was knowo also as Water Street in the early daY"' 
of (,eorgetown - prior to 1830. The !1111.p study of this location is 
!l1ll;;r substantiated by the legal title to lot 72 which was that 
part of orizini:i.1_ lot 68 bounded by K and 31st Streets in Georgetown 
or liat~.· and Congress stro:;ets aa the location was reme.'!lbered by 
i·!ary Suter, 
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the location failed to appear. However, jll.flt as another hi.stori!lll 

was about to join the army or eearchera 1dw had given up hope of 

finding the location, new :1nfonnation was uncovered. 

In a search for early photographa of Georgeto-.m etruc~ 

tures at the Prints and Photographic Section o:f the Libra:y of 

Congress, a cerlain unuuu.aJ. photograph -.;a.s discovered am:ing an 

old ndscellaneous collection. It 'W!l.S & photograph of a very old 

building bearing the sif?:le "Oysters" Cir\ both the south and ea.at 

sides of the etnctura. Immediatel.7, a responsive chord was 

struck, as it was remembered. that original recorOO showed that 

Suter's Tavern had become an Oyi:iter House 1n later years. On 

July B, l&l), the \iashington Fad.erali.Bt announced tbe reopening 

of the building "late the Fountain lnn'" by George Pitt, fomerly 

proprietor oi the Eagle Tavem, wno no1; hangs out the sicn of' the 

"il!lchor Tavern and Oyster House. 114 ~'ive :y..ars later, Pitt announced 

that he wae still oooupyilli: the 11EUne Anchor Tavern where Oyster 

suppere could be had for 62} cents e:ich.5 Geo;rge Pitt operated hi11 

Oyster !louse in the original Suter's Tavem building WJtil his 

death in 1816.
6 

1'.'h.en Mary Suter spoke oi the Tavern in her 

reniinisaencee she also e.,oke or its later use as an oysts. house 

and restaur;ll!t, 

4, \'lashi.1C'.ton i''ederalist, July ll, 180), '£he "}"ountain Inn" men-
tionid in this llll!lO\Uloemont was the origin:ll Suter's Tavern 
buil,..!ini;. 

'.l, Alexa.1drin llazclte, October 12, 1808, p, J, 
6, Oliver .iendoll Hol.olos "The Fountain Inn a1'ter tlie Suter1 e lett,,n 

Ill-, liol.J.;os, •1ell-lrno1m authority on Gsorgeto1m history, has !lli!.de 
a careful sLudy 01• the individuals wloo operated tho 11 }"owitain Inn" 
aiter the Suters had lef't and confi;rms that Geo1·ge Pitt's Oy;;ter 
llouse <ras located in the orieinoJ. Suter's 1'avern building from 
180J-1816. 
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\'Tith the above thoughts ill mind the photograph of the 

structure was carefully elllldned. It noW" more and m0re began to 

look 11.ko the kind o:i'. a bu1.lding yo11 would expect "Suter' a Tavern" 

to be. It w.s a rather lov 2-story building, and it va.s evident 

there were an ample nU111bar of roo111:>. It appeared to be e.ppro:d.­

mately twice the siza of the Old Stone House, h'h~ the photograph 

1188 turned over, there on the back, in old but bold PIIDJll'lllship 

were the words "Suter•s Tavem, 11 Could this photograph, uncovered. 

by ohunoe, be the real Suter'e Tavern? \·las it the long-lo3t clue 

to the location? 

It was evident th.at the structure :In the photograph 

1o1as stanclinil on a north-weat comer, Did not Macy Suter state th.at 

her ilJ.ustrious ancestor's tavern had been on the north-west cor• 

nar of Coni;resa and \Jater Street::i, ;i.n examination of this site, 

now the comer o.f K and )let Streets in Georgetown, waa lllllli<:, '..Jith 

photograph in hand, this 1>uthor walked sooth a.cross K Street and 

then looked back to tha north-west corner, •rhich we.s vacant W1d 

enclosed by the fencin~ aroUJ1d the grounds of the Diotriot of 

Columbia Lleorgetmin Incinerator Plant, which was constructed 

there in 1932. 'fhere apt:1eared the i.'ll!llediate and unmist<<k~ble 

physical reseinblanca between tbis present-day comer and the 

phctoc:raph. U?cn a closer examination, the ah.solute identification 

bec:avio apparent, for in the photograph the roof of a large structure 

could be ~""" tv the rear of the tavern building. Standing on 
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the e.ppro::d.!llllte pos:l.t:l.on from which the photogrB.ph had been taken 

one cotll.d see the rear upper roof of tW.s sa!IE structure - Grace 

Ep:l.scopal. Church just as it appeared to the rear of the tavern 

building 1n the photogr-aph. 

He.re w3.fl unmi.Btalc:abl.e proof that the structura depiated. 

1n the photograph as Sutar's Tavern had at an earlier date ectual­

ly stood on the exact site given for the tavern by John Suter•s 

descendent Mary D. Suter. 'L'his location 'o'as the north-wet 

comer of 31st and K Streets in Georgetown. 

furthSl' eJUUQinat:l.on of t.he photograph revealed that the 

"for sale~ sign on the buJ.lding bore the nam George w. Linkins. 

In seal'Ohing t.he title of this property (Case Noo 8873 - Records 

of the District 1':1.tle Company} 1 it yas learned that George R. 

L!nkins, son of the above, acquired the p:r<Jperty 1n 1904 and sold 

it in 19070 George W, Link1Ils' re:i.1 estate ofi:l.ce Wll.3 located at 

BOO 19th Street, N. W., fi'Olll 1B86-19ll. 'l'hie same s.ddress appeBl'S 

on t.he nror saJ.e" sign in the pl1otocra.ph1 indica.ting tha.t the 

picture was takan some tilo.e betwean 1886 and 19ll. If the build­

ing in the photograph proved to be Suter'e Ta.vern, thi.8 'o'Ould 

mean that this hiatorlc struature may yet have been trt.anding 

in 19ll, Wlknown to t.ne growing a:no;y or searchers who were then 

trying to "rind" Suter's Tavorn. 

There ... as now the statement of Mary D. Sute:r and a 

photo(lTaph of u structure cal.led Suter' a 'favern. Both focused 



upon tho same location. The fact that the structure was ca].J_ed 

an Oyster House further fitted into the story that was be[;inn1ng 

to unfold, It was quickly remeinbered that in 16o8 George Pitt, ldio 

was then using the original. Suter•s Tavern building as an Oyster 

House under the nllllle of the Anohor Tavern, advertised that .from hill 

Tavern , , • an extensive view of that beautiful island belonging 

to General Jahn Mason oouJ.d be had. 7 This statement correspondad 

to the site on the north-west corner of K and )lat Streets, as it 

is aJ.oost directly 11Croe::i :from that eami:t island which is todey 

know as the TheoOOre RoosenUt Island, The above facts seemed 

to logically point to tJ1ii: 11ite aa the orietroal. location, However, 

could this be al.i:;o supported by evidence from orig:1nal. racords? 

During an exhaust.iv!'.' search thro11gh land records of 

Frederick and Montgomery Counties and the ta.:c aaaessrnent rscords, 

of GeorgetOlfil, th.at precious piece of original. evidence, in the 

form of a direct written reference to Suter' a Tavern 1n the year 

179J was fina].J_y discovered, 'l'he earliest Tax Book of Georgoto'llrl. 

now extant at the 1-bntgmnery Gounty 01'1lce building revroJ.ed an 

asaes=cnt againat Peter Caasanave, imjlortant Ueorgeto>ill. citizen 

and one-time J·layor. In describing the location of 11 houso for 

'l<hich hll wan beine; asBessc-d, there 'lll!B written "opposite Suter's 

'favcrn," 8 

7 • .'le,:anJrin Gci:;ett(l, October 12, lBoB, P• 3. 
8 •. tccowit i;f Lot-;;--:m,1 )!o(lscs in Ueorgeto'm t.ssessoiant J:look 

179J-l'IY7, ;,;ontgoraory County Oi'i1.ce !l\lilding, Rockville, rid. 
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The remaining task was to determine !)Ncisely 1'1hich lots 

in Georeet0001 were owned by Peter Cassanave durinr, the t:!Jne in 'llhich 

John Suter operated his tavern. This involved a thorough search or 

Cassan.ave•s real estate transactions as found in the Land Records of 

Montgomery County and the early records of the District of Columbia, 

including complete title searchas on numerous properties. The comple-

tion of this detailed study reveal.ad that in 1793 Peter Cassanave owned 

original lots 1), 41, 11, end lots B and l on the south side of CaaseYf!!Y 

street.9 A careful inspection of the first four lots with res.,.,ot to 

chllln of a.mership and history of the structures located thereon, and a 

silnilar study of the properties located opposite to thP,1J1 revealed no 

i~formation concerning John Suter or Suter's Tavern. 

Lot l on the southwest corner of Cause°"ay and Fishinp, Lane 

(later K and Jlst Streets) proved, however, to be a far diffenent story. 

Cassa.nave's ownershin of lot l cont inned for some time, and hie heirs 

lmre still assessed for it in 1Bo7 and 1815 es proven by the recently 

discovered Gaorgeto-.m assessment books for those years. 10 This lot 

and housP was located directly across from the exact location on which 

Mary D. Suter had stated that her ancestor's tavern stood and 

10 •. Geor!','ei,"'"1 .l.sses~ent Books, 1800 - 1807; 1Rl5; District of Columbia 
Records. The volumes "ll'ere among the small numbers of recently 
discovered Geor~etollltl records located for many years !llllong the early 
District of Coli:mhia flecords in the basement of the District Buildiiljl. 
These records w~re inSpllCted in 1955 by Mr, Daniel Noll of the District 
Government, Mr. Oliver Wendell Hol.J!lea of the National Archives, and 
this author repreeentinr: the National Park Service. 
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cu. which the structwe noted as Suter's Tavern 1n the recently 

discovered photograph was located.lJ. This was the nort.hvest 

corner of K and 31st Streets or Causeway and Conf>I'ess Streets es 

it V&ll know 1n 1793. At la.st, original documentary eV1denoe 

desc:ribing Cassansve's property as being "opposite to Suter•5ft 

coincided with the facts aa given by l-Larr D, Suter and the 

physical and historical evidence eUITounding the ce.ptioned 

photograph of "Suter 1s Tavem 11 t.o prove beyond any doubt that 

the original 3utar 1s Tavern -..a.11 located on the northweirt. corner 

of the present-day intersection of K and )lift Streets, 1n 

Georgetown. 

Such a location, of course, fitted perfectly into 

the story of 3uter's Tavern, for it was but a short diBt!llJCe 

froM the ferry a.:ross the Potomack over \lhich the many travelers 

passed to and fro:ii Virg1n1.a. It also placed Jahn Suter's 

"Fountain Inn" on the ~liest eaat.-"5st buai.ness !U'tery of 

Georgetown leading to the bridge oYBr 4ock Creek loco.tee! at 

the ea.st end o.r Cau.se>ray (K) Straet.12 This so conveniently 

coincided with the descriptions of the early travelers 11ho 

passed Suter'e Tavern aiter col!dng over the CaU9E11i3,y Streot 

bridge. It is quite evident nCnf that these travelers 11ould 

not ordina.rily have passed the Old Stone llous6 on Bridge Stre<rt 

since crxtant record:! of the Qeorgetm;n Cor;inUssioners show that 

11, Geor:~itO">lll i\ss!tssnent Book, District of Golwnbia Record.9. 
12. :-finutcs -07-tl'ie()",,orgetO\incominissioners, 1751-1801, MS:J. 

lJiv,, Library of Congress. 
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as late aa lBoo no bridge over Rock Creek had been constl'l.lcted at 

the east end of Bridge Stre~.13 The repeated newspaper announce­

ments of George Pitt, later proprietor of t!UI tavern, ...Oich de~ 

S¢ribed the tavern building 111 lfhieh he had 111.a oyster house aa 

belllg across from Me.son's I!<land !Uso similarly pointed to tb.e 

location of Suter's Tavern llhicil has aJ.readt been proven beyond 

doubt cy- origln!<l documentwy ev:l.denoe. 

The a.rt-repeat.ad question 11 ilneru vas Suter•s Tavern 

located?n need no longer be asked.. At last, original. outant 

docu1tumtacy evidence has bean found - evidWlCe -..hioh, a.fi.er 

cr:l:ti.caJ. analysis, prov&11 that the hiatori.c Suter's Tavern waa 

located at "the present northwest corner of K and 31Bt Streets, 

in Georgetown.lh 

13· Ibid. 
J..4 0 'fii8evidence by" which the solution to the mystery of the location 

of Suter•e Tavern was determined was based prtmarily on the criti­

cal historic!<l evaluation of th,; .l'ollowi.ng orie;inal documenta.ry 

sources, peX'SOnaJ. X'erniniscenres, ;:ihotoei-aphio and physicaJ. evidence 

of the site1 and OX'iginaJ. hio:itoX'icaJ. X'acorde concern:ing the W:te 

and later proprletore of the " Fountalll Inn." These import.ant 

sources are liatad bel"" in this order. 
(a) Account of Lots and Houses in Georgato..n, Assess~ent Book, 

l793-l7Jl7, the 'rax Assessor's Office, County Office Building, 

RockVille, Md.; Georgetown Assessment Book, 1815, EaX'ly recorda of 

the District of Columbia. 
(b) J.lary D. Suter, "Biography of John Suter," Washingtoniana Section 

of the District of ColWllbia Library, Washington, D. c. 

(,,) Orlginal photogra[>h of the structure named "Suter's 'ravernn un­

Ooversd by this author. '£his photograph corresponds to the exaat. 

site llhich is given by and supported by the !lbove documentary sources 

and personal. rendnisoenoes, In addition, the photograph oarrespO:Dd.9 

to the evidence perlaining to the later use of the Suter• s Taveni. 

building by George Pitt and the location as ncted by Pitt in the 

~el.on_FadsraJ.i.st o:f July 8, lBoJ. Laat.ly, examination cf the 

photograph and ~he present site of the north west corner of 3lat. 

and l{ Streets in Ooorgetoim prove both to be identical, 
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The eorrect location of Suter'e Tavern nov completely 

proves the !Blsity of' the thesis which maintained that t.he Old 

Stone House on K Street. was Suter' a Tavern. H<11111ver, the actual 

eolut1on 1111d finding of the orlgina.J. location poe11esses far more 

Bif!!lificanoe than merely prov1ng the negatiVity of tbe claim or 

the Old Stone House and other apurtoQ.19 locations to the fwne of 

Suter' s Tavnrn. This historical investigation hll.8 salved the 

mystacy which has challenged loeal historians and scholar11 in 

allied fields for almoirt. a century. By means of critical hie­

torlcal anal~is and evaluation of evidence, the answer to t.hat 

mystery ha!I been aucceeetully deterruined. 

It is lll.th a deep personal satisfaction that this 

histaria!l offers the 1111ali91' to that 111.a::rt controversial 5ubject 

of Washington local history - the location of Suter' a Tavain • 

• Ul that we lcnw about the f811le 1111d national. 111.~fieance of 

Suter•s Tavern can nov be told lll.th a more fervent !llld 1ntin1Bt.e 

meaning. For ve nov knov axa.ctly where th.is historic structure 

once irt.ood 1n old Oeorgetoll!l.. 



CHAPJ'ER 7 

OLD GOORGErmlN 

At a tiJ!le vhie.h may never be known, Indi.ans eBtablished 

the 'Village of 'l'ohoga. near the Site of present-day Georgetown. 

Inereas:lng evidence seems to indicate t.hllt the first &ropeans to 

axplere the Potomac river 11.s tu as t.hi11 11ite 11ere the Spanish. 

For l!l!llly years prior to Englillh. e:xploratian of the area, SponiardB 

had sailed \IP the PotoJllll.C or the Eepirit.u ~as the;r cal.led it, 

l'eaching at la.a.at SB fu as the pre11Mt site of the District of 

Columbia.1 

However, the firBt known white m;ti to a.!lcend the river 

pa.et the vUlage of Tohoga to Little Falls was Captidn Henry 

Fleet. 2 Capt"in naet W8.ll 11. msmber of e. party which Bailed from 

Jamestmrn in the fall of l.621 in search of corn for the sufferers 

of the J11111estown famine. 'When the anxious group under the coromnd 

of SpilJDal\ reached the Vicinity of Tohoga in their pinna.ca, the 

Tii:er, a landing party was sent ashore. The gro1,1p lls.s suddenly 

surrounded and savagely attacked by the Aaa.coetan Indians and aU 

vere Jdlled except FJ.eet,3 H1B life spared, ~'l.eet waa held capt.in 

by the Aaacostane for many yearB 0 lie learned their language and 

custOl!ll!', alm.oat forgetting his OWL. He was !!'Vllntual.ly ransomed 

1. Hugh Taggert, "Old Georgetown•, RecordB of Col1unbia Htstorical. 
Society, Vol. XI, pp, 122-23. 

2 • .!!?.!!!·• pp. 34-3S. 
3. !!&!!· 

65 
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and returned to hill native England, whare his lllnderful tales or 

life among the American red inen enthra.l.led the :English people. In 

1632, be l"eturned to Tohoga and set up trade with the Indians. Tw 

yee.re later il'1 l.634, the first Lord Baltil!Dre discovered him liV1.ng 

com.fort.a~ among the Indians ill the village of Pisoe.ttaway.li 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century, the Britieh 

Crown ma.de land grants to certain 1ndiv1duaJ.s and o. small number of 

these settled near the future site of Oeo..-getown. As early a11 170), 

there was a tr&ding poet on the vest side of Rock Greek at its 

jWJotion with the Potomac rive.r, which was called 11 Sa.w Pit Landini;:. nS 

ln that BQJlle year, Nin1."11 Bsa).l. obtai.Ded his patent of the''Rock of 

Dumbarton," 11 tract of s0111S 705 a.ores. A short ti.me later, George 

Gordon took up bis land grant. In 18li7, Gordon b11Ut a t.oba.cco 

inspection boUBe upon hie llllld on the vest bank of Rook Creek. 

This inspeotion house or "Rolling House" as it ""s aaJ.led became 

the seed fro111 11hicb the future town was to grov. 6 From far il'1 

the baok country the fµ"oat casks of tobacco lwnbered over the 

Rolling Roads to GordDn •-s inspection bouse. The co.eke served 

as both containers and wheels since they had !Ill axle throueji the 

center and aha.rte for 111Ell1, horses, or oxen. 

There vas al.so a fe1·l'1 which crossed the Potoinac river 

at Oeore;etown. There are references to this 1net:l.tution a.s ee.rl.y 

ll. Jclm L. Boz,,<Ul, 1'he Hietory of Maryland during llirst 'l'hree 

Years after Its Settlemont, Balt.1 1811, PP• 270-271. 

5, 'i1aggart, £E• ill•• P• 155. 
6. lb.JS·· p. I51.. 
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ae the l.?)O•s.7 According to Hr. Oliver w. Ho]JQes, the existence 

ot a rei:rry and e. tob&ceo inspection house 111 the Ch11sa.paake Tide­

water civilllation ot that tillle we.s sufficient :Lnoentive for a 

Third institution, a house for public entertainlnent. 8 In November 

or 1747, the Court for Pr:!Jlce George's County recordfl a 11.canse 

issued for Ute operation of a tave:rn at the mouth of Rock Creek.9 

The requisites were :C\11.fill.ed and an increasing settlement devel­

oped near t;he broad moutb of Rock Creek. 

New distW"banees in Scotland 1ll 1745 brouf:ht mBllY new 

immigran"lli to the Maryland colony, and same of them found theiz 

way to the growing little settlement around George Gordon's 

"Rolling Hollse," Thie predominantly Scottish co=nit.7 vae 

growing 1nto a busy little village. On Ma.y 15, 1751, the Mary-

land Provincial Aesambl.7 looked with fawr upon Uie petition of 

the local residents and authorized the establishment of George 

Town on the Potomack river above Rock Creek.10 The newly ap­

pointed COllll!li8sioners o.f George TOlifl were l.Japowred by Ula act o.f 

Ula Maryland Assembl7 to pur<Jhase eirl7 ll;Cres of land belonging 

to George Gordon B11d George Beall. The Co1!\111.issioners chose 

AlexandeJ" Beall to 9urvey !ll'ld lay out the new to""- into eighty 

11 
lots. Both Gordon and Beall at first ref'used to sel.l their 

7. Oliv~ W. Holmes Ii The Colonial Taverns of Georgetown" Jlecords 
of the Collll!lbia Historical Society, Vol. 51-52 \{ashington, D. C, 
l9SS, P• 2. 

8 0 Ibid., p. J. 
9. Yiiid. 

10. m:nutes of tha Georgetown Conmissioners, District of Columbia 
llecords, l-!SS. Div., Library of Coneress, P• 1, 

11. ~-
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land; however, they vere farced to comply vith the act of the 

Maryland A.eeel!lbly, It 1-s not definitely known ...nether the town 111 

name was choe..n. ill honor of King George or to pacify the nllfied 

feelings of the two men upon 11hose lend the town was fowided, 

A.t the time of the original platting of tho tuwn in 

1751, the little vUlagv was elrea<;!y a thriving cottrnunity on the 

fringe of the yestern settlel!!Bnt. While George Toll!l was yet 1n 

it11 fonnative years, the lucrative puniuits of trade vere uppe:r­

rooat in the minds of its citizene. One such enterprising mercllant 

wa.a Robert Peter, who opened h:is "Rock Creek Store" in 1752, Hr, 

Peter, who later booame the first mayor of George Town, was also 

the agent of the famous .firm of John Gl!IBsford and Company-, of 

North Britain, which JD:)nopoli.zed most of the Potomac river tobacco 

trade, 12 

In 1762, the Comniseicmera authorized the construction 

of a wart at the end or \o,'ater Street,13 Trade contin11ed to dti-

velop. Ocean going ships fro111 distant shores made George TCllin a 

port of call, locally owned ships left George Town hee.Vily laden 

'olith tobacco, that preciolW cargo vhioh ins the "meat, drink, 

clothing, and money of the colonists.n 

12. 'rae;:eart, ~· cit. pp, 167--0tl, 
13. ~linut<>s of the Geocgetown Collllllissioners, ££•.£!!?..,Vol, 1, P• J9, 
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By 1765 1 aJ.l of the origl.Jllll eit:hty lots of George TO\llJl 

wel"e purchased and arrangements W'i're mil.de for further IU!ditiona to 

the towb,14 Purcha.eors of lots in the new a.dditioni1 were urged 

to acquire their deed!! before the St!Llllp Act booame effective, The 

reatrictive acts of the British Parliament were "1.read;y the ca.use 

of mu.oh Mnceru in George Town and through the St.ate of Maryland, 

The Maryland Gazette stopped publication because af the St!lIIQl Act. 

and gave the following notice: "The tillles a'l"e dreadful, dismal, doleful, 

dolorous, and Dollar-Less. 1115 

At the outbreak of the American Revolution, the p'.'pulation 

of George l'o\IJl oonsl.sted of li33 persons, of which 82 were elaves,16 

Du.ring the war years, the trade of George To"WIJ suffered gr'eatly, 

Howev<>r, regardless of personal loss, the vast majority of citizens, 

inoludine its leading merchants stood for independence, The 

Brltieh Colonial Office at Doi.ming Street ill London rooeivad the 

followine report. from a confident1 

"The temper of the leadin[l" men in }laryland still 
continues to be guided by a spirit o! rancour and 
-violence. They appear confident of succeeding in 
the favorite scheme of independence, and of establish~ 
ing their own i111Porlance on the ruins o:f t.ha Brltieh 
Constitution." 17 

l4.'1'he }\al"yland Gazetta, Oct. lOl 1765, P• ). 
15, ~filland Gazetta, .oc:t. 31, 17 5, p. lo 
16. 177~ CCnsll8 for Frederick County, Georg.rt.own hundred Box 2, Folder 8, 

He_·,; oi Records, Annapolis, Md, 
17. ·:;,;1..-~ct of a letter from Mr, Bddis to }'ormor Go'lemor Eden o! 

N. v,, JU::.v 23, 1777. Public ltecord Office; London Colonial 
Office 5 V01, 722 M'lS. Div, \fi;_)_ 
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However, the British soldiers found the Maryland shopkeepers, 

tradesmen, and farmers equally as llilling to fight for their 

tr6edam. Many George Town citizens fought valiantly on the field 

of battle. The folloring interesting account of George To\lll. dur-

:Ing the Revolutionary War 11as ma.de by l·/illi<llll \ti.rt in his Recol-

lecrtions • 1779-Bol 

••• I passOO. a vinter in George TOllll and 
remember seeini:; a lcmg line of wagons cross the 
river on the ice, I conjecture that it was the 
winter 1779-80 and that these wagons were attac.hed 
to the Troops which wre going south. I remembe-r 
also to have seen a gentleman Mr. Peter, going out 
gunning for canvru1back3 • , • which I have seen in 
those days whitening the Potomac and which whan 
they arose, es they sometl.Jlles did, for a he.J.f 

8 mile tog..ther, produced a sound like thunder,! 

When independence was """ ohe men of George Town returned 

home vi th new hopes for happiness and prosperity• unha.lrlpered by the 

many RDyal restrictions ltlioh had helped to bring about the Amer!-

i:an Revolution. There were also new faces ""'ong the local reei-

dentsmen such as Benjamin Stoddart "'ho ... as to become a great ship­

ping merchant. For Major Stoddert and others had decided that 

George Toll!l of.fared more opportwiity th1111 even Baltillore. 

Until George Town's later inclusion 'Within the District 

of Columhia, Stoddart' e expectations seemed to be Yell founded. 

For after the revolution, George Town's co!MleroiaJ. interests 

antere~ a period of great e;i:pansion. The to1o111 wa.'l incorporated 

in 1789 as the city of George Town. Real estate speculation was 

stinlulated with such citizens as Robert Peter aoquirini:; innlllllerable 

i8. John C. Proctor "Uld Geor~e To!ITl etnd its Early Settlurs11 

·~·ashington Star, Dec, 7, 19JO, 
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tOJll!I lots and ne<ll'by country tr=ts. fly 1785 all of the original 

George Town lots had bean iJ!lproved and other addit1-orui had been 

started. Along Yit.h prosperity came a bit of 1:nfi&tion0 In 1779 

Judah Boone p~hased fo\ll' George To\11'1 lota for 800 pounds. One 

~r later on Jwie 6, 17801 he sold the same four lots to Peter 

Aston for 7000 pounds, realizing 6200 pounds on the initial invert.• 

ment 0 In 1791, President George 'rla.shingt.cm cal.led the tow the 

greatest tobacco market of the State, if not of the Union 0 

In addition to the nourishing tobacco trade, flour 

from the George To\11'1 mills round :I.ts way to foreign ports. Imper-

tant roads conv..rged on George Town from Eladensburg, Frederick 

to,m, and Fairfax county. Shortl;r after 17~, a road \la.a eon­

stNoted to Little Fal.111 vhere the firnt Chain bridge ws com­

pleted01,9 Over th5"11 roads and into George To..n rumbled to.a 

and six horse Conestoga wagons, heaviJ.y laden ~ith fann prodiica 

for the local market.. .Both foreign and loca.l ships crowded the 

harbor and their activity vas often watched by s silent ri(;U.re in 

t.he upatairs room of his George Town ma.nsicn. As he placed his 

telescope upcn a table, Benjamin Stcddert £alt that he had 111'-ie the 

right decision in settling in this bustling town on the bani s of 

the Potomack. 

In 1785, t.he Potoinack Canal Coinp=y was org:mLzed 1o1ith 

fleorta ~·iashini;ton as its first Pre~ident and George 'l'0>1,1 looked 

to a great expansion of trade llith the w~stern sectiun~. l'he 

1~. l ~\!ra,-,ce O'Brien, "An Old Cit;r• s Histor;r," \/asblnieiton Star, 
July 24, 1878. 
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heights of the tow vere already dotted with the homes or proeper­

ou.a '"erchants. On Decelllber 2B, 1793 1 the first Bank 1n the e.rea 

vas chartered llith an initial capital stoak of one million dollars, 

reflecting the gt'O\l'ing ve"1th of the Ool1ll!!ll!lit;r. 

fur.l.ng the days of the old Potoma.clc Company, fiat bottomed 

"gcndolas" brought in l!l8IIY shipments of furs, lmWer, a.nd flour, and 

fanri produce to the George Town wharves. 20 This western trade ex-

tended. as fe.r as Fort; Osage on the Missouri river, to Lake Erie, 

and to Mobile. 21 Reflecting the 1Jnportanc1:1 of the fur trade alone, 

the United States Gove:rnmBnt established an Indian Trade Office in 

Georgetown. In 1B09, the Washington Federalist reported that UP-' 

'ltBl'da of IJOC:O racaoon slcins would be sold in a single day. 

Alt.houi;h George Town's col!llaercilll ilnllortance continl.l&d to 

eJCPMd after the turn of the nineteenth century, the town'I! eventual 

commercial decline was already assured ;ihen it was irlcluded in the 

originllil. e.rea selected for the new l>'ederal Distric:t. As ee.r1y a9 

1800 lllll!lY of the !Tlllrchante who had long operated stores in George 

Town ...,re rwving to new loc:ationa in \·lashington city, nearer to 

the public buildings. 

Life in old George Town waa not all business. B'or al-

thousJi the taverns were the Cm1.ters of private and municipal buai-

ness tranoactiona, they W<Jre also the gathe1·ing places for the 

George Town citizBns and the centers of a :robust and lusty life. 

The l'l<lst fa.'JOUS i,avern of all was Suter' s 11l.'ount11in Inn,'' be gain in 

20. !io[_'ers \J. Young '1"he Ghesapeake and Ohio ~""al and the Antebellum 
Co1.1ffierce._of Old Gcorgotown, tlational i'ark :;erv:ice :;tudy, January 
l'.fl~o, p, 2. 

21. 1"accart. .!!.fl_· cit,, pp. 161-2, 
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178J by John Suter. A favorite rendezvous of aJ..l the well-known 

local citizens and such national figuroo as Thomas Jefferson, 

George Wa<:1hl.ngton, Slid Pierre 1 1 En.rarit, Suter 1 s Tavam might 

well be called t.he birtbpl,.ce of the Nation's Capita.lo A closer 

loolc into the history of this colorful tavmn has been covered 

previously. 

Before tbe Revolutionary Wer, tbe !a.shionable residential 

section of Georgeto\111 had centered about the street known as 

Cherry- Alley. This section, whore beauty lllld art reigned, was 

the Court end of the to'llJlo Its quaint two-story houses WBre 

built of brick Unported .from b"Jgllll\d,. After 1790, the grOlling 

interest in the development of the ~'ederal City ehi.fted emphasis 

to Bridge Stroot, which became the principal avonue of approach 

to the National Capital from the surrounding States of the y.:oung 

republia,22 In addition to business establishments of all kinds, 

there were nW11erous fine residences and a church an Bridge Street 

by 1782. The Old Stone House, built in 1766, on orteinal lot J 

wa.a one of the earliest houses cons~ructed on this street, 

The original act of 1751 which author:IBed the laying out 

of George Town, also provided that the Col!i1lissiO<Jers of the town set 

aside time for two annual 11 fairs" to be held in the spring lllld in 

the fall. 2J These color fu.l. "fairs" lasted for three days lllld 

22. nobP.rt Nelson, "Hi.3orica.l Sketch of H Street" March 21, 1950. 
2J, Tagesrt, .£12• cit,, P• 16), 



brought visitors into the t""11. Inns and boarding houses overnowed 

with peopls and the spir1.t of ga.iety and merrilnent pervaded the whole 

town. There were special sales, games of chance, races, theatr1.oal 

perfonnsnoes, and d!U'loUlg assemblies. The coffers of George Tow 

merchants wre usually Jllllch richar folla\ling one of the a'!nual 

fairs. During the "fair" aJ.l personi:s within the bo\IIlda of the town 

had the pr1.vllege of being fre9 from arrest, e1cept for a ser1.o1111 

_felony or breach of the peace. 2li For the benefit of those cQnUlg 

from afar, thia freedo111. from arl'est was to continue in force one day 

befol'e and one day a!tel' the "fair." 

In genel'al, however, the law of George l'ovn wel'e rathel' 

strict, So str1.ot, 1I1 fact, that once the town olel'k beoame in-

volved in his financial oblii;:ations and vas hastily thro111'1. in t.he 

debtol'' s !)I'ison. This important public official lruiguished lliltil 

his succeasol' vas chosen and hia friends 11\!lde good his shol'tage 

and debts. 

In the early yeai-s, the people of George Tololfl derived 

groat !ll!IUBB111ent fl'Oltl horse Tacing, cock-fi@lting, hunting, C!1.1"da 0 

25 and dancing, '£here vas an undeoiable fondness of the people 

for l"\JJll and su~, the ordUlary tipple, By 1769, the George To\111 

Dace track 'iiaS a nourishing llistitution :tn the tovn, 26 

Dancing asseinbliee, vhich were held :1n the local taverns, 

were very popular with George Town rasidmts, Shortly after the 

revolution, tlie "George Town baJ.ls" became the notable social 

2 • Ibid. 
25. Taccart, E!E• cit,, P• 16!i. 
26. 1£i2. 
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events attended by a more exclt1sive social circle. These balls ac-

quired such popularity that rich land proprietors Of Maryland and 

Virginia and their fruni.lies came regularly to take part 1n the 

highlights of George Town hospitality. 27 During Presidant Jeffer­

son' II til!l.B Sir August~ Foster, the British Minister 11Bserted that 

there WMI no lack oi handsome ladies forthe balls in George Town 

and that he never saw prettier girla anywhere. 28 

With the arrival of the Fe::leral Government in \iaahington 

in ll3001 !TlMY hieh officials .. ho .. ere used to the courtly society 

and camfortable living of Philadelphia cane to the new capital in 

search of housing. W'ashtngton offered littleJ however, they found 

Georgetown lllllch to their liking. 1'hlll5 Georgetown of 1800 became 

the court end of official as wall BB social life of the erea.0 29 

By the c:lose of the eighteenth century, Georgetown lolll.8 

more than juat a business and social center. It was the center of 

a distinctive cult11re based upon an intelleotual and moral awaken-

illg or its citizens. Churches dotted the landscape, vartoua 

courses of instruction wero offered, newspapers were published, 

and a Ccllee;e hed been founded. By 1795, the con[;regatianB of 

the i''irst Presbyterian Ch11rch and the Holy Trinity Gatholic 

Ch~h W<lre Browing fast, and the Episcopal l.1Jurch \ias under con-

structiono The first marriai;e recorded at the Hcly Trinity Church 

took place on April 6, 1795.30 

21. 

28, 

''· JO, 

Sa.mi.:ef c. Busey Pictures of the City oi' '..rashinQton in the Pa.at 
l{ashington, D. c. 1898, P• 331. 
1-!acka.ll S. Somervnll Farly Days of \o/a.shington, Waeh. 1899, pp.'16-'17. 
B.iscy, ~· £J.:!:., P• J)O.----------------

ll. P. Jackson, Chronicles of George To11n, p. 11.iO. 
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Although Oeorgetain College 1111.s founded in 1789, the 

classes were not co111nanced lllltil 1791. In Nove<Der of that year, 

W:Uli&lll Gaston, the firet student to enter the ne.i oollege arrtved 

in Georgetown only to find that the acadm.v vas stUl not roo.dy.Jl 

The young lad 1"ho had jO\lrneyed !ram Philadelphia stayed at the 

Tavern of Joseph Serruues 11at the sign of the Oreen Tree in th8 main 

street of th8 Tolft\" fbr almost thr88 11001c11.J2 On Novembl!l' 22, 

1791, he clilllbed the hill to the ne'll college, Were he 'WB.S soon 

joined by other student.a including Oeorge and David Peter, SOllll 

of Robert Peter and Benjllnt!.n Stoddart, Jr., son of the first 

Soor~1117 of the Navy,J) By the bec:lnn1ng of 1792, a regular 

progrlllll. of atudies was being ea.rried on in the colleg8 follllded by 

Bishop John Carroll. From the ee.rlieet tiJ!!es, the college re­

ceived the respect end admiration cf local citi11ens. In 1795 a 

local. paper reported "That from every ascent, and in every" vale, 

George Town will e.f:fect the ilnaginetion in presenting nBll' 

beauties. Its to...ering College adorning a hill only wanting 

such Ill\ edifice to justify al.l the celebration in tl1e power of 

language to bestov."JL. As the yea.I'S wore on, the venerable 

Jl. Rav. John M. Daley, s.J. "Georgetoi.m. C<lllege" 1'he Fir~ Fifty 
Years" a Dissertation suWtted to the Faculty of Georg~own 
University for de&ree oi' Doctor of Philosoply 195J, Vol, 1, p. 8). 

)2, Ibiol. 
)J. Ibid., P• 97, 
JL., Impartial (}bserver and \\lashington /,dvertiser, July )1, 1795, P• 87. 



educational institution spread the fa.me of' Goorge To'Wl'l rar and 

llide, long after the CODll!lercial glory of the town had langui11hed, 

The theater also played a vital part in the cultural 

life of George Town from the early till!es, Numerous traveling 

compMies performed in the local taverns, Their offerings ran 

the gamut of l.Jnsgination bllt there vas strong evidence that 

ShakespearelllJ drmna vaa milch appreciated by Goorge Towners, Mr, 

McGrath's Company of CoMmediane were long-tillle favorites of the 

town, On the evening or June 6th, 1795, the nSlf George Town 

theater opened, featlll"ing a favorite cOllledy farce under the 

chat"ge of' Mr, McGre.th,35 Local audiences were quick: to applaud 

the clever feats of the a.ctors; however, it seems that they were 

just ea vocal !ll'ld active in expressing their displeasure at in-

aulting or deerading perfo:mances. In 1790, the Man.ager of the 

Alexandria theater was warned that if his actors did not elevate their 

performances, "they shall find there are such things as oranges, 

eggs, hard apples, and other missile instruments of vange!ll1Ce,n36 

In addition to theatrical performances, musical con• 

certs were quite popular. In 1796, nearly all of the lmlSicaJ.a 

and concerts were presented at Mrs, Doyle's Long !loom, Mr-, 

Jun~uth, the oalebrated basaoon and clari11et artist parformed 

there t; a large attencbnce on J1 J,\ay 14. 17~· 

~:JOiu:mhian~CJ,·,--oo-i'o-1-,-,~,-®-,-"2-,-,c7c9c5-,-,-.--J-.--------­

J6. X"leXal-idi:ia G::-izefte;' .\ugust 5, 1790, p, 2. 
37. ColiiiribiC.ii Chranicle, Jill.y 12, 1795, p. 1. 
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A constant source of danger to the welfare of the coll!-

munity was the threat of fire. Si.nee t.hare were no !ire oom?anies 

in the tOllll prtor to 1803 1 protection depended solely upon the 

mutual 8.llsi.atance of neighbors. A raging fire broke out on High 

Street in Georgl?tollll on Sunday 111orlling. September 25, 1796,38 The 

blaze, which completely destroyed eight houses, would have been 

even l!Dre disastrous h!l.CI it not been for the united a.otion of the 

citizens lllld the mild weather of that da.y, 39 The very next month 

a destructive fire conSlllll.ed the dwell.inc house of 11r, J. Laird. 40 

The ne:ict. year on Nov8111ber lS, 1797, fire broke out. on the second 

neior of Old South building or Oeol'ge Town College, The epeed with 

which the local oiti1:S!l!il ruahed to the aid of the college demon-

strated well. their attachment to that institution. The college 

faculty and 5tudents publicly" aclcnO\lledged their debt to the local 

citiZllllS tor the 11 kind and ai::tive aasiirt.ance they reeeived i'rol!I 

therii in the t.re111endous disaster which threatened their home with 

total d"lltruction, ,,lil 

Official tire protection ea.me to the COmrr11lilit7 in the 

;year 1803, when a fire c0!1!p8l17 was formed and a fire en&ine pur­

chased b7 public eubacription.Ji2 1'here was a sigh of relief 

!llllong the local citi11ens Wen the town possessed a fire engine 

all its o'll!l, As a furthsr precaution a.Bainat fire, a night watch 

Jtr.-~iBhington G!illette, Septelllher 28, 1796, p. ). 
39. Ibid. 
40, ~n&ton Gazette, October 12, 1796, P• ), 
41, :lal.ey, l\ev. Jahn M, "Georgeto'll!l College1 ·rhe L•'irst ~'i.Ct7 Iesrs•t 

£2· ill·' p. 12). 
42. R, P. Jackson, £1:!• ~·• P• 104. 
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brigade vas fomed in lBll. liJ 'fhE>se watchmen, with staves !llld 

lsnternB, patrolled the atreets at nigllt, c&l.linB out tlw hour and 

t.he state of the weather. The original. VigUant Fireholliie, vhich 

is yet standing at lo66 W:lsconsin Avenue, was built in 1817 1 and 

housed a vo1unteer firorfighttng brigade. 

Although official police protection was rather slcrw 1n 

coming to Georgetown, the town boasted the only ja.U in lover Mantw 

gomary county for many years. The George Town jail, or Debtor's 

prieOI\ as it ws earnotillles c&lled, vas built ahortly art.er the la;r-

1.ng out of the town. The first known prieon!Jl"a of the aeorgetO\lll 

jail were Michael and Matthew Dulaney vho were charged with setting 

fire to a Tobacco llB.l"ehouae, a heinoua cri.l!le 1n such a tobs.cco 

center as Georgetown. 44 They were placed in ir<JI19 and special 

guardu watched them for the prison was i»t considered to be the 

safest ;olaoe of confine111eat .for d.angarous crind.neJ.s. Although 

the Qoorget.own jail 111":1' have been a dot.arrant to certain potantia.l. 

law breakers, in 1791 such "notorious o.r.renders as John Duffy and 

his gang of robbers were terrorizing citizens on the road from 

Qeorgetown to Alaxandria."li5 In 1795, the Georgetown Col!lldssionars 

authorized that the eu:rn of ~2 be paid to a constable for his back 

pay covering 1792 and 179). In 1799, the toi;n boasted t'olO con~ 

stables and each received $)0 annual seJ.ary. In 1805, s bill 

author:'.~ing the appointment of town constables was passed by the 

Clecrf';clC".m [bard ot Alder!ll.Blloli6 

4J. Henry R. Evens, Old Georeetown on the Poto""1c, llash: Ceorgetcwn 
News, 19)), p, 19. 

L.J.i, Ori~ina.l. Document com:1itting a prisoner to jaU and a newspaper 
clipping, The Peabody CclJ.ection: Geor~etown Public Library, 

li5. Qeorge 1'01'11. \leekly Ledger, Ausust 6, 17;11, P• ). 
/i6. Georgetolffi Joun1al, Board of Aldermen, Vol. 2, 1805, p. )6 !'.SS Div,\LC) 
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In 1800, the poplll.ation or George Town was 2,99)j; 

holfever, the population of central Wai1hington had alreadyn>a.ched 

J,no •. 1•7 Although it was evident to 111aJ17 that Georgetown wo\ll.d 

eventually be overshadoYed by the newly toundsd city .of \~ashington, 

the old to11n ot Oeorge 'i'own men fought a gallant battle. Well into 

the 18J0'11, nQ.l!leroua Govemm"llt officials and Diploma.ts preferred 

to live in George TO>l!I rather than 1n Wa.shington Oit:y. Such 

notables as Hen:ry Cl~ and John Ran1oJ.ph a.rt auccunibed to the jolly 

at1110aphere of the Union Tavern on Bridge Street. Other dipitariee 

enjoyed the imposing mansiOf\8 and quiet streets of the heif;hts. 

A..rtar ite glory as an 1aportant international trade 

cent.EU" dlm:in15hed, George Town Clll1lg to its atmosphere or cordiality 

!llld social prominence, which yet r0111B.1ne with this particular part 

ot the Nation's Ce.pit.al. Its taverns and 1nna had betm the eoene 

of avent11 which affected tho planning and building of the Federal 

C::ipital on the banks of the Fotolll!lc. Its citizens were foremost 

in working for the greater develop111ent of the oom1m1nity and Nation. 

Thar incl.11ded picneera in religion and ed11eation, in tra.de and eo111-

msrce, in<hlstry and science. Cmmnon to all of theJll 1198 e devotion 

to ooUl'ltry. It wee m<>st appropriate that it was e resident of 

George Town, Francis Scott Key who -wrote our insp:Lring National. 

AnthBlll. the i!Star Spangled Banner.n 

47. CensllB of 1800 for the District of CQ1Ulllbia. (NA) 
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As a struggling village prior to l71LB, the area which 

vaB to become GeOl'ge Tovn had been parl ot Prince Deorge:i Count;r, 

Mdo ln 1748, it was included in Frederick Co\lI\ty, and in 17;(> 

George Town became pa.rl of Montgomery Count:r when that county w.B 

established. A few yea.re l.ater this historic city was includad 

within the area selected by George Wa.ahington for the federal 

Capital. George 'l'ovn had bean \lI\der the suacasa:tva juriBdiction 

of the King of Great Britain, the State of ~iuy-l;md, and the United 

States. As a tawn and city, :tt rodsted undar an independent obartar 

ror 120 years.li8 This charter va.a repealed 1n 1871, by an act of 

Coneress ltiich provided flX' a municipal Govemrnent with jurladiction 

over the mtire District of ColUJ!lhia.49 In 1895, further lagl.ala.-­

t:ton proVided that Georgetawn should no longer be lmOlftl in law a.a 

the City of George 'rown, but should rather constitute a part of 

50 
the city or Washington, the Federal Capital. l'!ode:rn Oeorgo 

Town ia,0£ course, offiaia.l.ly a parl of the District of' Columbia. 

However, many of' us think 111<1re upClll the past achievements of the 

little tow which Ceorge WaahinKton once called "the greatei:it 

Tobacco centi:ir in the State of }la.ryland, if not the Nation." 

Many of tho home6 and haunts 0£ these great Al!lericans who lived 

in this town remain today and pl"Ovide ua with ph;ysicaJ. remindara 

of a pro'1d and glortous pai:it of American history. 

48. 'fagi:;art, .e_e •. '3:1.•> P• 120. 
U.9. Ibid, 
5<) 0 Ibid, 
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Discovery of two original. buildings in Old George Toli!l 



,, 

While pursuing research work 1n connection with the Old 

Stone HCJ1Jse 1n Georgetown, it was discovered that two origillal 

Georgetollll\ buildings of great historical significance a.re standing 

today unknD11n and uzmoticed by the thouaands of citizens who pass 

them e!lOh day. These stNatures s.re the original City Tavern and 

Bank of' Columbia buildings of Old Georgetown, 

Thia discovery was made during a title se~h of original 

lot 47 1n Georgat.own. Thia original lot, measuring 150 by 75 feat 

was first purchased by George (Jordon on March 24, 1752. In 17B3 

\fllliam Bayley acquired this lot, which waa located on the southwest 

corner of Falls and \·later Streots in Georgetown (today M Street and 

1'1isconsin Avenue, N. ;;,),and proceeded to subrlivide the lot into 

several eectiona,l A later purchaser of several sections vas 

ThO!l'.l.S J, Beatty of Georgetawn, On }"ebruary 29, 1796 the ~ o.f 

Columbia purchased a part of lot 47 from Beatty. 2 This part of 

lot 47 was the exact location on which the original. structur" of 

that venerabl8 financial institution is located to this very day. 

On April 20, 1799, Tho. J. Beatty deeded a part of lot 47 

1n Georgetown "'.·/hereon is the Tavern lately occupied by Clement 

Sewell and adjoining the Bank of Colwnbia, 11 to Mr. Overt.Oii Carr 0 3 

The tavern re.ferred to here is the oril>inal City Tavern building 

" Pln.t of~~7 showing all subdivisions imd uh:mges 1n Cl<fl.ership 
from 1752-1Bo6 prepared according to and based on the orif>inal 
d~eds. 

2. I.iber B, folio 415: Records of tho District Title "" '· Liber D, .MJe )90: Records of the District Title ""· 
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of Georgetor.in, wherein Clement Savell had been keepinE his tavern 

since the latter part of 1796. 

A.rtar collecting sufficient historical infonnation on the 

sites of the two above structures from the origin"1 land Record!:! or 

Montgomery Cowity, the District of Collllllbia, ;u,d t.he Rei;:ord9 of the 

District Title Insurance Company, there was no doubt that the sites 

of both the City- Tavern and the Bank of Columbia were located on 

oridJlal lot '17. A preliminary visit to the site revealed that both 

the second and third buildings west of the southwest corner of 

Wisconsin Avenue and M Street, N. W0 looked very unusual., the third 

building, especially, appoarin~ to be quite old. 

Subsequently, 11r. Haussrnann, Chief of the Architectural 

Branch, offered to acco111Pany me to the site of the tw buildings in 

question for an examination of their architect>ll"Bo This inspection 

was made an October 22, 195'1. With respect to the third b111lding, 

Mr. Ha11esmann stated that it was a very old b111lding dating approXi­

mately frlllll 1790-1800, He observed that the e:tlerior of the original 

first floor had been rep.laced, but that the exterior second an<l third 

Uoors were original. Construction was of a Flemish Bond and closures 

were rwea.led at the \11ndows, There was also an ornamented top dat­

ing .from about 1815 on 0 Mr0 ~auesmann was interested 1n the unu.sual 

height of the first floor, indJ_cating that it must have been built 

for a special uae, It seelll3 logical now that this special use was 

for the main noor of the Dank of GolWllbia, This old and architec­

turally signil'icant building ia no\I vacant ·,dth the exception o.r the 



first floor wl11ch is used to house Sanitation vehicles of the 

District of Columbia Government. An inspection of the intoo:"ior waa 

also mada, reveali.llg that the interior ha.d been radica.J.ly changed. 

On the third Urior a. large hole in the ceiling allowing the sunlight, 

rain and snow to enter unobstructed indicated that unless 111easuree 

a.re taken to preserve this building, its deterioration will prooe11d 

rapidly. On the outside Mr. !laussrnann paced off the distance from 

the comer boundary to the east corner of th.1.e buildint:o These 

measurements, as I later substantiated from the original deed f.'.l.ving 

this property to the Bank of ColU111bi9. in 1796, fitted exaatl;r those 

described in the deed. 

The second building from the oorner proved to be even 

more interesting. To the casual observer, the front of the building 

might appear to be in the late 1B80 1e or 90's. However, 11r. Haussinann 

keenly observed that the building had been refaced and that actually 

it was a much older building. A walk around to the rear of the build­

ing substantiated this opinion, for there was revealed a oor.ipletely 

dit"ferent type of construction. The structure is a. three story brick 

building with a common bond being used. Mr. Haussmann believed that 

it was not quite as old as the Bank of Columbia. building adjoinin& 

it to the wost. It was aleo noticed frO!ll this re~ vi6ll that the 

original +,hree floors and tho orieinal wooden dormers appeared to 

be in ta.ct, although in vsry poor condition. The architectural 
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1nspection of this building, llhich is now u::ied by a printing firm, 

proved th.at the building was constructed about l&xl or earlier. Since 

then a careful study of the description of the tavem building (three 

story brick, etc.), aJld the !!ISa.Burements of the site according to the 

original. deeds, hss proved beyond question that the original. city 

tavern and second strucrture '!lest of the south"West corner of Wisconsin 

Avenue and H StreITT:. today are one and the same building, 

The wd8tenoe of these tw original. buildinga is apparently 

unkno;m to residents and local historians of Georgort.own, '!'hare is 

no'ol 11J11ple evid.mce to prove th.a:t both structures have a most impJrtant 

historical. significance not only to Georg,eto'llTI locally but of National 

inlportance, In addition, if cerla:ln measures are not takEill to pro­

tect and to preserve these structures, they will go the "Way of lllany 

important h:l9torical and a:rchitectu:raJ. 111onunent9 of our past. 

Brief Hi9torioal Sketch 

The City Tave:rn 

The City Tavern, a three 9tor,r brick building, wa9 built 

sometime in 1796. It was located on part o.f original lot li7 in 

Georo;eto1'11l adjoining the !lank of Collllllbia. In addition to the 

Tavern building, there were large stables, a cranary, kitchen and meat 

hoUBeo Fro111 its very beginning the City Tavern was one of the nPst 

ilnport.a..'lt meeting places of cit:t .. ens of Georgetown l!lld :tm:porlant 

figures on the National scene for both pleasure and business. The 

first proprietor 'W£lS Clement Sewell who operated the tavern until 



the earl)' pa.rt of 1799. He was followed at the Cit)' ·ravem by' 

Charles HcLa.ughltn who held forth until 1801, to be succeeded b;y 

Joseph Se1M1es. Se111111es operated the City Tavern fro11 1801-1805 

under the sign of the "lnd11lll Ktng." 

In these early years of its td~ocy, the Cit)' Tavern w..a 

a eethering place which reflected the life !llld tinws of' the youna 

Capital. on the Pot.omae. Its roolll!I were oft.en crowded with import.ILllt 

citizens end men:hants of Georcat.01o111 end 10.shingt.on, statesmen and 

even Presidents. Tholll!lS Jefferson, >1ho once flaid "Th.at no lllBn on 

the Atlantic coast could brtng out a better bottle or Madeira or 

Sherry wine thllll old John Sut~ of Georgetown," later transferred 

hia allegiance to the City Tavern and instructed import.3llt visitors 

to the young Capital to find accoJlllll)dations there. Numerous cele-­

brations wars held at the City Tavern, one of which was a grand 

banquet a:id reception !or President John Adams, held on June 6, 

1800, several months be!cre he >1as to becllPIEI the first President 

to take up residence in the \mite House. The City Tavern building 

was used for tavern purposes until 18)6. 

The Bank or Colwnbi§ 

'rhe Bank of Colmnbia was chartered b;f the LeiP-slature of 

l·laryland, December 2B, 1793, under the name or 11 The President, 

Directors md Company of the !lank of Columbia 0
11 'l'he initiAl etock: 

consisted of 10,000 shares of one hundred dollars each. Thia 

financial institution had ths distinction of being the l'iret D1mk 1n 

the District of Columbia. In 17,)6 the instituti[Jfl purch~sed part 



95 

of originBl lot 47 • wh.sre s spaoioua three story brick building was 

soon eonetructed, The Bank remained on t.his site until 18o6. In 

that y~ a nev hOI!lfl was built for the Oank on original lot 26 on 

thu north side of Bridge (M) Street. Moat secondary acco1U1ts gi.va 
Latter 

this/site as the original location of the Bank of Columbia, total17 

unaware that the ortginBl location was on lot 47 and Blso that the 

first Bank building dating from 1796 is still standing today at 

3214 M Street, N, w. During the first qua.rter of t.he nineteenth 

aentury thiB Bank wa.e a pioneer financial institution of the young 

Cap:l.tBl, helping to finance many illlportant private and municipal. 

projects, Its patrons were those prominent in llational affa1rs !Uil 

well aa locBl affairs of the District ol: ~lumbi.a. In 1826, its 

failure created r:reat BXl'item=t in the COl!lllunity. The United 

States l'.bvernment had on deposit with the Ilank ~469,0CO, which was 

lost in the wreckage, The FederBl Goverrvnent established its Indian 

Trade Office in the Bank of ColU111bia building, This interesting 

institution, which carried on trade rBJ.ation.s between the Govenment 

and Indiana, retained its office in this building as late as 1822. 
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1791-18o2. 

Manuscripts D.tvieion 
Library of Congress 

Blodgett, Samuel, Papers, 1758-181). 

British Lords of Plantations Publio flecorde of thll Colon1.al Period. 

Bryan, Wilhelm Bogart., Newspaper extracts and m:Uio..Uaneoue papers. 

By La'W'll and 0rdin'111Ce9 of the Georgetown CollE'liesioners, 1791-1816, 

Davidson, S'1l!luel, Papers. 
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Digges-1' l!:nfant-l1organ Papers, l 7?8-1792. 

District of CollJl!lbia Papers, 2$ vols. 

District of ColW11bi11 Papers, 1791-18)2. (Kiscel.l.aneou.s ColJ.eetion 
J boxes) 

E:;v;tracts !l'om the Diary of Charles w. Peal.a. 

Jefferson, Tho!ll!Ls, Papers. 

L'l21fant Papers, 1791-180$. 

Mason, George, Papers (Rue Book Hoom, Library of Congre11s), 

l11nutes of Geo?"getovn Collllllissioners, 1751-1815. 

'faggart, Hugh, Papers rela.ting to L'lni'ant. 

Washington, George. Papers. 

Pea.body Room 
Georeetown Public Librlll"Y 

Manuscript Collections, rare books, clippings, and photographs on 
Georgetown history, 

GeorgITT.oliI! University Archives 

l!anuscript (;oJ..lections, rare books, clippin!',9, and memrbilia of 
Georgetown history, 

Tho National. Archives 
(XiscillanGous CoUect:l.ons), 

Co;i.tiJ:,rtal. Congress Papers, Foreign Affairs Section. 

P.eco;·do. of the Qeoree WE!Shington Dicent..nn:l.al Qomm:l.es:l.on 
co.lJectec~ \:nr Verda fl. '..:ood9, LeDslat.:l.ve Records Branch. 

Census i(ecords of the United Stat.es. 
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Washingtonian& Sect.1011 
D. C. 

Public Library, Miscelllllleou11 folderB containing l'fl.teriaJ. on 
Suter's Tavern, Jolin Suter, Georgetololll. historic homes, and 
Georg«tCMl history. 

;/ashington wid Georgetown City Directories. 

Newspapere 

Boston AtheD&ewn, Boston, 1".aesaohuaetts. 

The 11a.shinr;ton Fed.ere.list, 1609. (laat two months 1asuea tor 
th.is paper are found only 111 Boston Atheiaeu111) 

Harvard University, Cailbrldge, Maasechusetts, 

The vrashington b'edere.list, 18oo- M1scelle.neous issues of 
Georgetown and \'iashington newspapers. 

Library of Congress - Newspaper Reeding Room and Rare Booi: Divi11ion. 

Aleirandria Gazette, 178li-1802 
(on microfilm) 

Columbian Chronicle, 1793-1796 

Columbian Mirror "1ld Alaxandr:l.a. Gazette, 1792-1793· 

Georgetown Cabinet, 18co-1eo1. 

Georgetown Centinel of Liberty, 1796-1800, 

Georgetow ~lusewn, l600-ll:l02. 

Georgetown Olio, 1802-180). 
-i J issues only) 

Georget01lll TinL<•s Bnd Potomack Ps.cket, 1789-1791. 

Georgetown 11J0ekl1 Ledger, 1790-1793· 

Independent American, 1809. 
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Maryland Gazette, 1765-1797. 

National Intelligencer, l'/a.ahingt:.on, D. c., 18oo-1Bol. 

Universal. Gazette, Waahington, D, c 0 , !BOO. 

Virginia Gazette and Agricultural Repository, Dwn!r:l.es, Va., 1791-1793. 

Virginia Gazette and Al~dria Advertiser, 1789-

Virginia Journal&. AlllJ<BJldria Advartieer, 17B4. 

Washington Advertiser and Impartial Observer, 1795. 

1'/ashington Federalist, Georget0llll 0 D, Co llloo-1!!09. 

•lashinf(ton Gazette, 1796-97. 

17 -99· Edited by John C, h'itzpatriclc, 
U, S, Goverrunent Print.in<: Office, 1939, 

Manueor:I. 
Wa.shington, 

Sources, 
D, c. 
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Ol.d and Rare HELndbooks of Washington, D. c. 

Bohn's Handbook of Washington, 1852 

IJ.J.iot's Guide to llfashin on, lBJo. (Original in Peabody Roo111, 
Georgetown Public Library 

Hines, Christian. Early Hecoll.ectiona of Chrlsti!lll Hines, i&So. 

M:irrison's Stran er's Guide for Washin on Cit , WBBhlllgton, D. c. 
w. H. and o. H. Morrison, l 72. contains excellent wood engrav~ 
ings of early Washington scenes). 

Tindall, t/illiam. Origin and Government of t.he District of Col\Ullbia. 

Watterson, Georl'.l"• llew Guide to \Yashington. lia.shington, D, c. 
Published by Hobert Farnham, 1847, 

A Picture of lia.shiN>ton, l'laahinf>l,on, 
D. c,, published by William 11. l'brrison, i8llo, 
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Secondary Sources 

Bart.on, E. E. Historlcal and Co1m1ercial Sketches of Washin on and 
Environs. l•/ashington, D, , 1 , E, E, Barton, publisher. 

Bozman, John Leeds. History of l:\aryland during the 1'hree B'irst 
Yeo.ra after its Settlement, Baltimore: 18ll published by Edward 
J, Coale (Georgetown University Arehives). 

Busey, Samuel c, Pictures on in the Peat, 
Washlngton, D, C,: 1'1illialll Ballantyne & Sons, l 9 , This work 
is exceptionally good for iilfoniiation on the early development 
of the Capital city and its social life.) 

Caemmerer, H. Paul, The Life or Pierre Ch;:i.rles L'Enfant, Planner 
of the Cit Beautiful - The Cit o:f \/ashin n, Waehin(:ton, D, c,1 
National Republic Publishing C0111pany, 19 O, 

Davis, rkirsey, & HaJJ_, Geer etown Houses of the Federal Period 
178o-18Jo. Architectural Book Publishing CQ,, 19 , Com11all 
Preas, Cornwall, N. Y, 

Ecker, Grace Dunlop, A Portrait of Old Georgetown, Richinand1 
Printed by the Dietz Press, 1951. 

Evans, Henry Hidgely, Old Oeoreeto1m on the Potornao, (Historical 
Sketch) nare Book Room, Library of Congress, 

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Historic Mont ome Count 
Homes and History, Balti111ore; 19 2, l1onument:.al rinting Company, 

Gahn, Bessie \·/ilillarth. George h'ashini;ton's 0eadquarters in George­
town and Colonial Days, Hock '~eek to the Falls. \Jashin1,'1.on, D. C0 1 

Printed by ',Jestland Printing Company, Silver Spring, Md0 , 191.iO. 

Historic Corner 1n a Historic City, A. 
Printing Company, l1e1< York, U, Y. 1891 

New York fui;raving a.nd 
T. E, Raessle. 

Jackson, Hi.chard P. The Qironieles of Oeori:;eto1m, D. c,, 175°1-1B7B. 
\'1ashini;ton, D. c. 

Locknc~d, l1ary s, cH'''"""""c'~"~"-"-~H~o~m~o,o_i±o'-'W'~"'""'"'"'"',""'·· 
Tribune, Washin~ton, D. C, 1899. 

Hackall,S, Sornervell. Early Daye 01' Washington. 
(very adeqnate co11erage 01' llevrge 'rown) 

i'he llationaJ. 

\-lashinbton• 1B99 

Osburn, r·r;mk Chew, Chew family Jtecords, 17!.i,?. Ho.11 of llecords, 
Annapolis, Maryland, 



Scharf, J. Thomas. 
LDuis H. Everte, 

10> 

History of Western Maryland, 
1882. 

2 Vols, Philedelphia1 

VarnU111, Joseph B, '£he Seat of Government of the United States 185'1, 

1ilarden, D. B. A Chronolo cal 
District of ColllJllhia, Parisi 
l1ason's Isla.nd). 

Statistical Desori tion of the 
contains excoJ.lent accowtt ot 

A Statistical, Political, and Historical 
·-..rccount o! t.ne Un:tted States or America, Vol, III, Edinburgh1 

1819, A..:hibald Constable & a:i, (Vol. III conta:ins an eict.remely 
vnJ.uable desCJ"iption of the District of ColW1Jbia.). 

\-/ashinf;!.on City and Capital. Federal llriter'a Project, l·iorlcs Progress 
Adminiatration, Washington, D, C,1 U, S, Government Printing Office, 

1937. 

Wilson, Rufus Jlockwell, «ashington, The Capital City, 2 Vols, 
Philadelphiai J, B, Lippinc:ott & Company, 1902, 

Bozlll1l.11 John Leeds. History of Karyland from Its Firl!t Settlement 
in 1633 snd 'fhe Restoration in 1660. Balti[ll0re1 1837, published 
by J!l.ll1es Lucas (Lrilorgetown University Archive.a). 

Ibotoral Dissertations 

Daley, Rev. John M. S.J. Georgetown College; 'l'he First Fifty Years, 
) Vols. Doctoral Dissertu.tlon st\bmitted to the Faculty of the 
Georgetown University, 1953. 
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Unpublished Secondary Sources 

Heine, Cornelius ii. 11 Georget.awn llist.ory and t.he Records of 
lf.ontgon1ery Caunty.•1 Paper read before the :1ontgomecy County 
Society, 1955. 

Hal.Jiles, Oliver ',f. "The Fountain Inn aft.er the Suter's Left.." 

Historical 

'.!elson, liobert 
National Park 

"An Historical Sir.etch of M Street, Georgetown," 
Service report. 

Suter, Mary. "Bingraphy of Jolm Sutar." COIIlpiled by Mazy Virginia 
of the D, C, Public Library) Bro;in. (copy in \fashingtoniana Section 

'raylor, R. M. 
D. C. 1929 

"Washington's Headquarters in Georgetown" 'Jashington, 
{Copy in lfashingtordana Section, D. C, Public Library) 

Personal Raminisconccs 

Personal Interview with M:U<s Alice 
1874 at the age of six years, 

Gibson, a Georgetown 
December 6, 1954. 

resident in 
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Articles 

Clark, AJ.len c. "Suter's ·.ravern,n 
42-43, PP• 83-117. 

s..ec:ords of the Col\lll\bi<t. Historical 
Society, Vols. 

Gordon, l~illi"111 A, "Old Ho!!Ul~ on George Town Heights,n llecorda of 
the Colwnbia Hi'3torloal SOeiety, Vol, 18, PP• 70-91. 

Holmes, Oliver\'/, "The Colonial Ta.varna of Georgetown." Record.ti of 
t:he ColUJnbia Historical Society, Vols, 51-52, PP• 1-18, 

Jankson, Cordelia, "People and Places in Old Geargetown," Records 
of the ColWllbia Histol"ical Society, Volo JJ-J4, pp, lJJ-162. 

O'Briwn, Laurance, 
July 24, 1878. 

Poore, Ben Perle;r 
April 188), 

"An Old City's History." 

11C~ital at 'r/ashin~.•I 
• 

'rlashington Evening Star, 

Cerrtury ~1asazine XXV, 

Proctor, John c. "Old Landmark of History - GeoT&etown," Waahine;ton 
1!.Vening Ster, Jul.y 24, 1878. 

-~~~·John C, "Old Georgetown and lts Early Settlers." \k!Bhine;ton 
Evening Star, December 7 1 19)0. 

Scisco's "Golonial I!.ecords of llrOOerick County." Maryland Historical 
Society l.\ar;azine D:'J, p. 2o6-208. 

Tagi;art, Hugh T. "Old Georgetown." Records of the ColU111b1.a l!istorioal 
Society, Vol. 11 1 PP• 120-22), 

Later New:ipapers 

\1asl1ington llveninr; Star 

Nw York Times 

National Archives. Complete Ma.oi collection on ·.1ashi11cton & G€orgetCJ'o'll. 

J,ibr.i.cy of ConV'ess. Complete Map Colleoti0!'1 on \iashinf;ton & Georgetown. 
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Photographs 

Library of CongNSB 
Collection of the Print~ and Phot.ograph:tc Section 

Oeori;etown, D. C. Public Library 
Collection of early Georgetown phDtographs, 
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