Rosie the Riveter
World War Il Home Front

—The Home Front

Industrial Production—the

In a fireside chat, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt chal-
lenged America to become the
“Arsenal of Democracy”—by
creating the military might
needed to defeat the Axis
powers. Americans responded
to this challenge by mobiliz-
ing industrial production on a
scale unimaginable before the
war, and outproducingall other
nations during World War II.
Not only was the American mili-
tary the best equipped, Home
Frontworkers produced enough
to supply allies as well. Science
and industry on the Home Front
led to a host of technological
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While more than 16 million
American men and women served
inthe military during World War
I, many millions more waged
war on the Home Front—in fac-
tories, hospitals, and schools in
every community in the country.
These Americans did not think
of themselves as heroic, but the
victory in World War II could not
have occurred without them.

“Arsenal of Democracy”

advances that seem common-
place to us today, including
atomic power, jet propulsion,
computers, and antibiotics.

Above: Red Oak Victory, built in
Richmond, California, in 1944.
Right: “Rosies” preparing a tank
for shipment.

National Historical Park

Richmond, California

National Park Service

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

U.S. Department of the Interior =

Fully engaged in winning the
war, American womenand men
of every race worked together
toward a common goal in a
manner that has not been
equaled since. Women affec-
tionately known as “Rosies”
(after apopular song of the day,
“Rosie the Riveter”) entered the
workforce in unprecedented
numbers and exploded myths
about what women could and
couldn’t do.

A Riveler

Located in Richmond,
California, and including
examples of industrial produc-
tion facilities and social insti-
tutions thatarose as a result of
the total war effort, Rosie the
Riveter World War IT Home
Front National Historical Park
is charged with preserving the
stories and physical evidence
from this significant chapter
in our country’s history.
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Richmond

Inner Harbor

Caring for the children of

workers helped make childcare
a national institution.

San Francisco Bay
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Sweeping and lasting social and
cultural impacts of the World
War II Home Front continue
to the present day. Massive
migration of workers trans-
formed America from a rural
to an urban nation in a very
short time, and largely shaped
the nation’s demographic pat-
terns that have existed since
the war. America’s promise
and problems were exposed as
steps were taken on the long
road toward racial integration
and the fair treatment of women
and minoritiesin the labor force.
Childcare and pre-paid medical
care,almost non-existent before
World War I1, are institutions of
American life today.

The Park

For information on how to visit
the park, get more in-depth
information, or view and/or
download park studies and
newsletters, go to:

WWW.NpS.gov/rori

Top: Welders on the job (circa 1944). Bottom: A reunion of
"Rosies” (2003).

For general park information, call (510) 232-5050.
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If you have a story of life on the World War Il Home Front or any memorabilia to share—

or know someone who does—please call us at 1-510-307-8702.
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