Community

VIGTORY

The Red Oak is available for dinners, private parties, and . ‘ ALIFOF NIA
tours. During your visit you will see: :
= Galley—See the only intact original Victory ship oil-

fired range. Visit the officers' and crew's mess to see

where they dined.

Captain’s Cabin

Radio Room—fully restored, original equipment

Wheel House

Engine Room

Museum and Gift Shop

of the San Francisco skyline. After your visit to the Red
Oak, be sure to enjoy nearby historic Point Richmond!

“Problems are only opportunities in work clothes.”

—HENRY J. KAISER (1882-1967)




was one of 747 ships
built at the Kaiser Shipyards in Richmond, California
between 1941 and 1945. Named for an Iowa town that
lost the highest number of GI’s per capita during World War
II, she was launched from Shipyard One on November 9, 1944.
With a new hull design and steam turbine engine, the Victory
class was faster than its predecessor, the Liberty ship.

Designed as a merchant ship, the Red Oak Victory uniquely
served for one and one-half years as a commissioned U.S.
Navy ammunition ship. Following World War I1, she was

released from the Navy and served as a cargo vessel during a
time spanning the Korean and Vietnam Wars. In 1968, the Red
Oak was retired to reserve status in the “mothball” fleet in
Suisun Bay, California.

Recognizing the extraordinary opportunity to restore a
vital symbol of Richmond's home front achievements, the
Richmond Museum Association sought to rescue the Red Qak
Victory from being scrapped. Their efforts were rewarded in
1996 when Congress passed legislation authorizing the
conveyance of the ship to the Association.

Circa 1939-40: Germany invades Polond: Great Britain
declares war on Germany, thus starting Wor

agrees to initiate a shipbuilding

Britain.

Dece Commission
ia Company,
dly construct

chmond, Californio.

influx of thousunds of men und women seekmg work.

December 31, 1941: Yard Two launches the first Richmond-
built Liberty Sh)p (5. 5. Jomes Otis) fo
(ommlssmn

Deéémber 5, 1944: The
as a Navy ommunition ship
Pacific Theater.

Septemher 11, 1944: T}‘e keel of the Red Oak Victory
is Imd in Yard One.

'r'9;1944: The Red Oak Victory is launched.

ed Qak Victory is commissioned
dd paﬂs for poris in the Wil

Circa 1945: Following Ihe;surrender 0 Jupun the Red
Oak Victory returns froops apd supplies fo the U.S.

May 21, 1946: The Red bak Victory is decommissioned
af the Maritime Reserve Fleéi in Seattle, Washington.

July 1947: The Red Ock Vrﬂory is deactivated and stricken
from the Navy list in July 1447 then leased os.a.general

- cargo vessel fo the Americo Muii Lines who prepare
L ship for merchant service operation by the Aluska Steams

Company. b

Girca 1951-65: The Red iak Victory is reactivated to
serve in the Korean War as o Merchant Marine vessel, carrying
cargo between the West Coost and Korea-Japan. In 1958, it
carries emergency grain cargo fo India and Pakistan.

Circa 1966-68: The Red Oak Victory serves in the Vietnam
War making 13 trips from the West Coast to the Pacific Theater.

December 1968: The Red Oak Viciory is deactivated and
preserved in the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet in Benicia, California
administered hy the Maritime Administration, U.S. Department
of Transportation.

October 2, 1996: Congressional legislation possed
authorizing the conveyance of the Red Oak Vicfory to the
Richmond Museum Association.

aircroft, sail bocts und hnmir

1999 & Beyond Restoration efforts are un
1o a large and enthusiastic body of experienced vo

who are contributing hours of labor towurd mukmg the vessel
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Top of Aft House
Main Deck

l Second Deck \
| First Platform

| Fuel Tanks

he S.S. Red Oak
Victory is docked a
_short distance from the
51te of her proud launch
~ during World War I1. Here,
she tells a story to future
generations of how our nation's men and women in the
armed forces and on the home front responded to the
forces threatemng democracy and made sacrlﬁces that
__must never be forgotten.
Destmed to become a fully operatlonal ship, the
~ Red Oak is now servmg as a ﬂoatmg historical | museum
< and a site for special events, conferences, and ¢ ceremomes.
. Her restoration has captured the hearts and energies of
- adiverse community of volunteers, including historians,

and students.
The S.S. Red

engineers, shipyard workers,
veterans, merchant mariners,

Oak Victory needs many hands to

‘bring back the glory of her earlier days. A ship's
_restoration, mainten
‘and on going. Your help is needed. The job is big, but no
_contribution —be it ‘

ance, and operation are demanding

labor or monetary— is too small.

Join us! We welcome you aboard.

Photos (from left to right): 1. Journal of Red Oak Victory Scilor, James A, Smith, 1944-47, Richmond Museum of History 2.-3. Red Oak Victory Crew Member and View From Bridge 4.-7. Red Oak Victory details &



LEGEND

A 3-inch Forward Gun D Wheelhouse G Engine Room

B S5-inch Aft Gun E Galley “ Banquet/Meeting Room
€ 20 mm Gun (ea. side) F Armed Guard Quarters i Museum/Gift Shop
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Forward Gun

" & Forecastle Deck

Main Deck

Second Deck

First Platform

T |

HOLD 2 L HOLD 1 ]

Is on dec

ir IT’S A FACT...The S.S. Red Oak Victory is the only preserved World War II

vessel of the 747 ships produced by Henry J. Kaiser in the Richmond Shipyards.

r----------------------

\/YES ' Sign me up.

O I WANT TO VOLUNTEER; please contact me.

O I would like to receive information regarding
planned giving or endowment gifts.

O Enclosed is my contribution of $

Name (as you would like to be acknowledged)

City Zip

;I S SR Address

L Telephone
- 9

Acct. No.:

E-Mail

For Credit Card Phyment O,nly':y Please charge my: O Visa O Mastercard

Expiration Date:

All contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent provided by law. Please make checks
o ® o payable to Red Oak Victory Project. Mail to: P.O. Box 1267, Richmond, CA 94802.

Thank you.

P.0. Box 1267, Richmond, CA 94802 « www.ssredoakvictory.org e ship tel: 510-237-2933

3. 9. RED OAKVIGTORY

----------------------.
Jef Poskunzer Ship cross sedlun is Imsed upon the 1943 Inboard Profile of the Victory Ship, from the CP Bedford Collection, Richmond Museum of History. This brochure is produced by the Richmond Museum Association. First Prinfing 2002/Revised 2008; Design by Spokewise ®



