
'. ',- ;- - WheriProvidence was founded by Roger Williams in 1636; the plot of land which is now the
:. .. Rog"iwilii"-r Na tional Memorial'wai? to*-tying, marshy area bounded on the e$t Fy 1!. In-

- - ffi ;Jf.ia" of Towne Stieet-now called North Main-and on the west -sirt, wh,ere-the
: U"*oa"t is ,"* i*.1"4, *ri tt" ir*t *rt"r spring-used_by the original colonists. ihe first

ii"*f *"t buitt on Memorial la;d-il iiri Uv Galriel Birnon, Hrlguenot founder of the

:. . ixblic, and in l?21 the spring was deeded to the townspeople forever..
'- ' B, tir;;ia-rsttr centufoi, sfores, crlrt snops, a schooll a jiil,-and residences had sprung up on

containea neriritwo dor"n t,ors"s, i""eral garderi and sto-res,-and four wharves extendi-ng.t1t-'

io n" .ou" on which tradesmen-h;d dilt"their shops-distilleries and cooperies-probably

;Ag.d i, tri"ngl" traae witf, tf,e West Indies and AJrica. Access to the waterfront was

ur."o.ftt narrow lines, or "gangw;yr,t' off of Towne Streel Despitelhis prmperity,. thg-tory3's
: , 

"-"nl"ioriiauitv*riLrr""iyilori'rusouth*ard, 
firsttothear6a of theFirstBaptistMeeting'

' - 
.. 

H;*", ,n"d tt 
"ti "cioss 

to "iv"yuot ""i sia"." IJ.g". bridges and_ the drawing of.1!y.l1t$,t
" -. " no eicluded shipping traffic fi'om the Cove, and the urban maritime commerce that had lu'
' . ed the Memorial [and Ehoreline relocated southward.

.....'..Inthe1ate1Bthandearly19thcenturies,however,investmentcapitaIdiversifiedfromthe
-., : high risk enterprise of sea trade to the labor-intensir" ouU"ts-of-*"ntacturing and transPolh:'.. 

ii;;-;;fi;;kr:'iil nu"t<stonu canal io worgestgl, Y"*.was uirdertaken in lB4' ryd 4&foot
" .-' wiae Canal Street-wa;builtatopa i"tairine *rii'"fong the eas-tern shore.ot-ttq -Cove'The
.'. ,- Memorial ceased to be waterfront p.op"iii- fhe r-ipid delmise of the canal quickly followed the
.' i comDletion of the Providencei and Woic'ester Railroad in 1&4?. I .

'..,':Til?;lil&andcanalswereIargelybuiltwithimmigrantIabor,andthechangingcomposi..,,-ti*;ffi"'i;,pop,r,ti"nintheti,ttrirhaIfofthergt}r"centuryw.asmirroredinthe.residen.cy
':'.. - oatterns of the Memorial land- The area becam" i *iitu.6 of commercial-and mutllnle-

.: , i.i.t,, C?.*in, It li"r,, Ruisian "lewiJh]and ermeniin .eiiaents and tinterprises are recorded

for this area.
,- ' :. in fafO a frouse had been built on the spring property, and inl875 the. house was moved back : -

-- ., di;;ur;; iip or the spring ,r p".i oi *,ri wiaining of li6rth Main Street. on both occasions, the i
spring water was channeled to pumps on nearby itreets, buf i-n 1900, alr€A Y.ea! history of access

#ilg.;;nl uyr.ouidence citizenr! was ended when th'e spring was diveited underground into
.. ' , G" ;;";il"y;i"r"";-;lrq-u-" ;.r initatled on the house inisoo to commemorate the spring- :; 

.

.-:. The neigtiborhood dettlriorated 1l thu ensuing yezrs, yi+ qq-d""enhalizing effeit of the

i: automobile and the constructio, ,r r".g"i&i. Eo-*meicial building-s-on and near $9 pt9!. ln
. . -;$0,juigI-iu.omeJ.Hahnboughttr,efiouseontlresprinesite,razedit,anddonatedthesiteto

the city ,, 
" 

*"*o.i"i to his father, til-fi..t J"*ish citiien of Rt ode l.land to hold public of- '

fice. A *"ff, iiips;;;a; *"fi 
"uiU'a*i69d 

br-th" esteemed Providence architect Norman

. . . 
'. Isharn were completed in rsos, ,nd p*;i8J 1.qi,i3t t.ttLilto* what was then a crowded and

: heavilv mrriJieS';;;#ffiie;"i I; $46, *ie npi.coo"l Diocese donated the r/5 of an a*e

-.adjacent to fi;:;#;';ilih;i[d b.d 1;; home'plot bt cau.iet Bernon in ut,'
ThefirstproposaliorthepresentMemorial*",_-"o"aquar[erbfacentrrryago,in1959.

Theodore Franiis Green, in tnu rait-uili-Liuir sun"ifi".".i, p.op9s4 that a National Park '

honoring noe;i wilriams be estautistrea as an integrr'G;ioiti,E t.itot-'tion of the historic col-'

; lege Hin di.t;;i. iliffi, ;irh r;;ili;tt;;;;G;dr;fi^uv's"iit"' cl'ibo'n' Pell' congress J '

. designated rh;;;; Na-tionat p;Fk ;it", ;1*i#u,irir"a-S?fu,000 for its development' It was not '

untit December of 194, howev"i,'i4"iGg F.*io"n"i-dJlueropment Authority' having con- -'

. demned stnrctures on the ptot ani;8."d ttre land, t;ldE;E9ne5tV1o the National Park Ser- '

; . 
.. .r980.S. 

but the time spent awaitinglcii[n *ir 
"ot "nii.-"rv 

r*i- Gt"y't watch shop' located 100 '

feet further up North Main Stree-t, was-moved-to t n"ni io"na'tit5n on- the Memorial plot at ' 
'-

- ,.. 53-th street.Las widened- Bi"lir, .tr," .*rr]a" ,;d'ii*t noor of the building had been , -'
, - .. renovated and the structure, catte-d-irri ent i-cray House after its major owners, was servrng

i:,:-r . In 1g7g, a Brown university tJm under governmeni contract dug Dfeet below surface on a

-. . secrion of the Memoriat g.ounai"oi;;i;r?"dj;c";;;;:;ka;t"""d historical signifieance '

, ' I of the area. The Antrim-Gr"V- ffnut".fto underwenGisio.icit investigation' dating the nor-'
, ._.,- ,. thern end of the building to at leasiiirJiio{, rna th;;;thil section to tne 1?90's' The House

-..., 
[T;x,H#,pi1;S:il,iglfi f##i?ff5]H;k'S;i:: e**:i:*',nfi,T?e 3 I,

'' ";, pggl hr!! ,iis'appidi;ed by Con-
-. . In 1980, the $1.3 million now needed for the develooment of the park'r

gress tt roult it 
" "Jiorts 

of Senat"i-i"lf , 

-"rqU" I;iii;;;i eiUeit Veri Assoclat'es was hired

;. _ to design th'e landscaping o1-trrg i\,6;irl. Phase I ;ij;;d;;jing, incluang plant beds and a

' :,,. . Effip, w,, i*tailua ii r6o-sr. Pi;; fi, i;itding-*ith;ott , ri.tli and some of the walks and 
'

trees, toor. f"Tu i"'ii[r. Fr,il ii*;lrli"l "taitionar 
briifl warkwavs, rrees, and benches, -

- ;;d;;idtea in rss- :

.sincelgSl,theMemorial'ssuperintendenthasbeell'arryri3th'In1982'thesecondfloorOf'":

,*##.t*iit;H"xtr*:"d;!f-e"f ry$tf lermtri:#]iilft'!ffii}fr 
'r?.F

fac,itare ,p"ti"i-6i"nts- progra;;:;;"d further interpretive exhibits in the visitor cente

rr," u"riili"T";;;;ti.y P';;i;;"ilI ;i'd iour glouP. prosrams which explain the
. 

significance _of Roger ryilyT;r;;gipi;. ,nd of the r"or"aing of Providence' The visitor

center also functions as an -irrirtmaiuril;.pp t"i tourists- The-grounds have been used for

,. . soecial ur"'niJ, !-,i""r,;r rh; kill;;ii;;ilb.rtioi for urt3s0urn*iiqt*ry of the sLate of Rlrode

: ritand, heli'Ais";;t ift. qG;;ir*g" of thepark is estimated at 15'000 annuallv'

: . on o"to*iiitr,iiaa-, G. ry";;'rl d;orrcialiy d;di;1ed. The kevnote address was given

bv S"r,"torEia"itr:#i"fi, *.f,p nolfitf,rt iB 1*,-, i ef *pl,tgt exlorting the heilthlulness of an
: -. .. 

uiun park "Jfi;"i; Fffiid";;;"rld ;€rI be it"s"huing ure 
foeer 

williams *"1:* ,,

" ' t*"motial todaY: '

.. . . . ,n" llilili good effect by fine parks r[acea in or towards tha ouBkirts of a city is -' ] ' '''

I i,, I,i'. ili:#fttT$i:i;$fl:fltrHffis,:iil:r'xl:'i5 :,r$ $ffiilfl:i "
'' 

. ',. : . ,,: 
' 
iiiii}tnif iv ;'il,* -inrtu. watk when thE labors of the day are over, is of more'

, 
:-: -. ,r. value than an area of ldi;;;;i "u.t, dis[ance as it can on]y be visited on an ..' . '- 

., - .. -' '.' 'i. '' #irliIir"i iloriarv- " . i""
.:--.,-'-........--...-......,.:....:-..,..'MichelIeJacques.,.i...'.',.
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