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FERRYBOAT EUREKA

"... the exultation I always expe
rienced wheh, returning from a
trip, I would stand on the for
ward upper deck of the ferry
boat and see the city rising out
of the Bay, gilded with the gold

of the setting sun, or silvered
with the phantom fog. Today I
know that much of my love of
San Francisco was born of

those upper-deck views of the
city." Samuel Dickson

The Vessel EUREKA is a side-wheel

paddle steamboat. From the
passenger deck up, she is
nearly identical fore and aft.
Her "double-end" design made

disembarking quicker and
easier. EUREKAs large, "walk
ing beam" steam engine
remains-mtact; it Is maintained-

in working order.

EUREKAs History EUREKA was built in 1890, at
Tiburon, for the San Francisco

and North Pacific Railway (and
named UKIAH to commemorate

SF & NPR's recent rail exten

sion into that California city). A
freight-car ferry, UKIAH was
SF & NPR's "tracks across the

Bay," ferrying trains from
Sausalito to San Francisco.

After WWI, UKIAH needed ex-
leiisive repair, and shipwitghts
at the Southern Pacific yard

labored for two years —
eventually replacing all of her
structure above the waterline.

This kind of reconstruction was

called "jacking up the whistle
and sliding a new boat under
neath."

Re-christened EUREKA, she
slid from the Southern Pacific

yard as a passenger and auto
mobile ferry (her present form)
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