


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I 
In the meantime, Samuel Appleton, Jr., appears to have settled upon the land 

or was at least exercising his prerogatives of ownership when in the spring of 
1677 he was alleged to have taken out of the great furnace bellows at the works 
some eight large iron bolts weighing about a hundredweight. He also disposed of 
one bellows pipe, and upon his order, the court record continued, about thirty 
cords of wood had been cut from the land and disposed of.5 Testimony offered a 
year or two later on October 16, 1679, by Samuel Appleton, Jr., would indicate 

•1 

that he had been engaged in farming operations here, "clearing & breaking upp Some 
of ye Land," etc. ,6 and he tells us also in a statement dated August 28, 1678, 
that at about the same time he had gained possession of the ironworks property, 
Major Savage "placed a Tennant (Samuel Stocker] in ye ... Houses & land on his 
Right & without any lett & disturbance from me, and we haue severally Improved on 
or severall Interest without any trouble. . . . "7 

Trouble was just around the corner, however, for Thomas Savage was about to 
force the Appletons to contend with the final and most serious challenge to their 
ownership. In a writ dated June 19, 1678, Savage charged Samuel Appleton, Jr., of 
Lynn, with possessing and using his houses, lands, and ironworks, cutting his 
grass, wood, and timber "and ruining said Iron works ... . "8 The suit was bitter, 
and continued persistently from one court to another. In the course of litigation, 
Samuel Appleton, Jr., declared that Savage had often been urged to come to an 
equitable division in light of his one-fourth interest, a valid interest acknowl­
edged by both Appleton and the General Court,9 but he had refused. Not until 
July 2, 1681, did the exhausted parties agree that whereas there had been "much 
litigation" between Savage and the Appletons "relating to houses and land ... 
lying at Hamersmith at Linn," equal division would now be made, Samuel Appleton, 
Jr., making the division before the end of October, and Savage to have his choice 
as to what part he would take and paying £10 for the privilege, etc.10 

The division is not on file, and indeed, one wonders if it was ever made, for 
Major Thomas Savage died a short time after the final settlement, and there is no 
mention of a division when on May 26, 1682, his heirs, for £250 "current mony of 
New England," conveyed to Samuel Appleton of Lynn, Gentleman, as he is now de­
scribed, "All the right, title yntrest, use and possession ... which the sayd 
Maior Thomas Savage, had or might have had," to "certain p[ar]cells of Land" in 
Lynn "co:monly called and knowne by the name of Ha:mersmith or yron works Lands," 

5. Essex Quarterly Court Files, 7:28. 

6. Massachusetts Archives, Statehouse, Boston, 5/146. 

7. Ibid., 59/165. 

8. Essex Quarterl,y Court Files, 7:26. 

9. Massachusetts Bay Colony Records, in Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, ed., 
ords of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New Engl,a:nd, 5 
(Boston: Press of William White, 1853-54), 5:246. 

10. Essex Quarterly Court Files, 8:148. 
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.and "to all the houses Edifices, buildings fences," etc. , including watercourses 
and sluices.11 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Thus, by the spring of 1682 Samuel Appleton, Jr., was in full possession at 
last of the Lynn ironworks, though it is clear that we are now dealing with a farm 
rather than an industrial site. We shall shortly see, in fact, that throughout 
the balance of the 17th century and into the 18th century this extensive acreage 
was known locally as the "Ironworks Farm." 

There are several important facts to be noted at this point: 

(1) Aside from the gradual decay of the ironworks themselves, to which the 
comtemporary records continually refer, there seems to have been no major change 
in the physical picture throughout the long period of litigation extending from 
1653 to 1681. 

(2) There is nothing in the foregoing or ensuing documents to suggest that 
Samuel Appleton, Jr., had at any time a real interest in continuing and/or reviv­
ing the ironworks. 

(3) From 1647, when the Undertakers made their initial purchase from Dexter, 
until 1682, when Appleton acquired full possession of the property, there had been 
no consistent record kept of changes in the boundaries. Consequently, we must 
depend for the most part upon deeds executed later in the 1680s by Appleton for I our knowledge of the exact extent of his holdings. 

• With respect to the first point we have raised concerning the physical appear-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ance of the property, we can readily deduce when Samuel Appleton, Jr., made the 
major improvement of his occupancy, namely construction of the imposing two-and­
one-half-story house with the central chimney plan and projecting two-story porch, 
which has survived from the 17th century on its original foundation within a few 
rods of the site of the earlier ironworks operation. As early as 1879 popular 
tradition identifying this house with the ironworks had appeared in print.12 
Following its restoration by Wallace Nutting in 1915 it continued to be dated from 
the 1640s and has become familiarly known as the Ironmaster's House. 

The building is clearly later in date, however. This we infer for several 
reasons: because of its general proportions and the presence of a framed overhang 
and porch, the structure is characteristic of substantial houses built during the 
last quarter of the 17th century. (While the two-story porch, for example, is 
known from documentary sources to have appeared in Boston before 1650, its general 
acceptance, even in the more ambitious houses erected elsewhere at Massachusetts 
Bay, is not common until after the middle of the century.)13 More important yet, 

11. Essex County Deeds (Ipswich), 4:452. 

12. See, for example, Edwin Whitefield, The Homes of our Forefathers . .. 
in Massaahusetts (Boston, 1879), not paginated. 

I. 13. Abbott Lowell Cummings, "17th Century Architecture of the Massachusetts 
Bay," forthcoming. 
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the stairs, while a restoration feature, are located in a deep space within the 
entry, suggesting that the chimney, situated well behind the front plane of the 
house, was planned from the outset to accommodate a staircase of triple run (as 

I 
•1 

has been restored). The fully developed stairway of triple run appears no earlier 
at Massachusetts Bay (in terms of surviving houses) than the decade of the 1680s.14 
And in purely technical terms, the floor-jointing system is composed entirely of 
butt-coggs, no example of which is known at Massachusetts Bay earlier than about 
1665. Before that time (and afterwards in conservative situations) the universal 
joint in old and New England from the late 16th century onwards was the tusk-tenon 
joint (Fig. A). The adoption of the butt-cogg (Fig. B) did away with the tenon 
altogether, and housed the blunt, unshaped end of the floor joist in an open cogg. 
The Gedney House in Salem, ca. 1665, is the first example now known at Massachu­
setts Bay, and English scholars, at current levels of understanding, are inclined 
to believe that this is roughly the period of its acceptance there as well.15 

In size, scale, and elaboration the house is thoroughly commensurate with a 
builder of means and social status. None of the latter qualifications are to be 
met with here until Samuel Appleton, Jr., came onto the land to live, and we have 
consequently designated this as the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House (Str. #23). 
As noted earlier, a dendrochronological analysis of several timbers in the oak 
frame of this house is underway, which, it is hoped, will identify the exact year 
of its erection. Pending these results, we can cite generally the records that 
fix the period of the building. 

It will be recalled that the many documents filed in connection with the 
midcentury litigations refer only to "houses and lands" here. And such is still 
the description when Appleton acquired the Savage interest on May 26, 1682. A 
year and a half later, however, when on October 11, 1683, Samuel Appleton, Jr., 
took out a mortgage of £100 lawful money on this property, there is a significant 
change in the language. The instrument now specifies "my farme & mantion house, 
comonly knowne by the name of the Ironworkes farme," containing 600 acres more or 
less.16 Strictly speaking, it would seem logical, therefore, to assume a date for 
the erection of this house sometime between the spring of 1682 and the execution 
of the mortgage in October 1683. On the other hand, while it seems unlikely that 
Appleton would have undertaken a major improvement before the final outcome of his 
litigations in 1681, it is not impossible that he felt sufficiently sure of his 
three-fourths right to have proceeded with building a house any time after 1676. 
In this case one could argue that in conveying their still undivided interest in 
1682, the Savage heirs would have had no reason to mention a new structure on the 
land when that structure avowedly belonged to Appleton. We shall shortly see when 
we come to the subject of Mr. Habberfield's fulling mill that land and buildings 
thereon could easily be thought of as separate conveyable entities under 17th­
century law. 

14. Ibid. 

• 15. Cecil A. Hewett, "The Development of Carpentry 1200-1700." See also 
Figs. A and B, taken from this book, relating to the development of joinery . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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16. Essex County Deeds, 6:98. For the assignment and eventual discharge of 
this mortgage in 1689, see Essex County Deeds, 9:4-5. 
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FIGURE A 

From Cecil A. Hewi . 

Fig 105 Barc-facc·d soffit-tenon 
with diminished haunch, and peg. 

This is the joist-joint used in the 
oldest building on the Houchin's site, 
which is now a cottage adjoining 
I Jouchin's House. The date is uncer­
tain, but must be either c AD 1560. or 
sometime relating to earlier occupa .. 
tion of the site. Structurally, the 
frame could be reconciled with c 1412, 

the •1 Iowchonys' mentioned by Dr 
Reaney. st 

"The Development of •• ~--~­
Carpentry 1200- 1700". 

FIGURE B 

From Cecil A. Hewitt, 

Fig 110 Dutt-cogged flush with 
face. 

This·method has been recorded by 
l\foson, 37 and exists at the Red Lion, 
\\ 1itham, E!-lscx. It has nothing to 
recommend it and relics upon bridg­
ing-joists far stronger than are neces­
sary. It would date from c 1650 and 

/

fuight extend to c AD 1800. It was cer­
ta91ly widely sed in New England 

(ter C AD I 660. 

"the Development of Carpentry 1200-1700" 
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Before proceeding to an examination of the way in which Samuel Appleton, Jr., •• 

began shortly to dispose of his hardwon possessions here, mention should be made 
of one further cataclysmic event that must have created some topographical change, 
at least, in the immediate vicinity of the new house. We have seen that the I 
inhabitants of Reading had petitioned the rieneral Court in 1678 for permission to 
clear away the ironworks dam in the Saugus River. There is no record of formal 
action, but in May of 1682, under cover of darkness, three attempts at breaching 
were made, the second and third being successful. The actual culprits were never I 
identified beyond reasonable doubt, though neighboring farmers to the north of the 
Appletons were hauled into court and formally charged. 

The break was described as six and half rods in length, eighteen feet high, 
and seventy-six feet broad, which gives some impression at least of the size of 
the "grate dame at Lyn Ironworkes." Deponents in the case testified further that 
it_ had been "faced with stone one ye water side from the top of the dame to ye 
bottom .... " The Appletons, of course, were the chief sufferers, and reported 
that because of the breach "the water forsed through And Caried Awaye A Consider­
able parte of the sayd Dam" and undermined the rest. The rushing waters washed 
away soil and gravel, took out two bridges and a lot of fencing, and left much 
cornfield and pasture flooded. More serious yet, they declared, "the Riuer [was 
so] fild up with soyle that a Boate Cannot Com up as befor" except to a point 
about a mile further downstream.17 

I 
I 
I 
I 

This disheartening occurrence with a further inevitable round of litigation 
(by now Samuel Appleton, Jr. , must have been weary of lawsuits) may well have I 
broken Appleton's spirit, though he was still a young man. Perhaps in the process. 
he had lost his taste for "gentleman fanning," or perhaps he was not the astute 
businessman that his father was. A thorough biographical study of his life and I 
activities may yield the answer, and will surely reveal more of the personality of 
the man from whom we have inherited one of the most strikingly ambitious 17th-
century houses at Massachusetts Bay. 

For whatever reason (and despite the fact that the 1683 mortgage on his 
"farme & mantion house" was ultimately redeemed), Samuel Appleton, Jr., began to 
dispose of his holdings in a series of conveyances. The first of these trans­
actions occurred on November 1, 1685, when Samuel Appleton, Jr., "of the Ironworks 
in Lynne," and his wife Elizabeth conveyed to John Burrell, husbandman of Rumney 
Marsh (Chelsea), for £62 current money, some twenty-two acres of upland and meadow 
straddling the river, at the northwest corner of the Ironworks farm.18 

I 
I 
I 

Of greater significance was the conveyance a year later on August 10, 1686, 
from Samuel Appleton of Lynn, now called yeoman, to John Higgs of Boston, "cloath- I 
worker," for £40 current money, of a piece of land containing twenty-four acres 
"on the north side" of the river, "begining at ye great dam belonging to ye old 
ironw~rkes, of Lynn," and once again straddling the river, at least in part.19 I 

17. Essex Quarterly Court Piles, 39:57-1, 98-4, and deposition of John Jenks, I 
Apr. 9, 1683 (same case). 

18. Essex County Deeds, 8:172. 

19. Ibid., 7:95. 

374 

•• 
I 



I 
I

.This transaction marks the introduction of an altogether new industrial phase of 
activity for the site, one that would continue, moreover, into the 18th century 
and have important ramifications for later owners of the ironworks farm. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
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We first learn that the river had again been harnessed for business purposes 
when, a few months later, on January 6, 1687, Appleton and his wife sold John 
Higgs, for £15 current money, an additional acre of land on the river "on part of 
which Stands ye fulling mill & buildings thereto appertaining, lately erected&. 
built by & at ye sole cost & charge of William Haberfeifield [sia] of sd Boston 
clothier ... . "20 A careful examination of land transfers from this time on 
enables us to identify the site of Mr. Habberfield's mill (see Fig. 1), and al­
though the Lynn town records for this period are no longer extant, we learn more 
about the mill and its authorization by the town fathers from the Essex County 
deeds, which show that on January 11, 1687, William Habberfield and his wife Mary 
executed a deed of gift of the property to their "loving son in law," John Higgs 
of Boston. The preamble to the instrument informs us that 

whereas on ye sixteenth day of ye last month viz: 
February: 1684. att a general! towne meeting in 
Lyn ... it was voted & agreed yt ye sd William 
Habberfield should have liberty & power to erect 
& set up a fulling mill upon ye river yt ye old 
Ironworks was erected upon .... he undertaking 
to do the town's worke, at a reasonable rate, so 
it was granted to him & his hiers [sia], and the 
towne not to allow any other fulling mill in their 
bounds .... 

We are informed also in this deed that Habberfield had not only exercised his 
right in erecting the mill, but had also built "a tennament or dwelling house . . . 
of a considerable biggness, fitt for & used about ye fullers & dyer's trade. . . . " 
Both of these structures, which we have designated the Habberfield Fulling Mill 
(Str. #24) and Habberfield Dwellinghouse (Str. #25), were given "together with ye 
Soil whereon ye fulling mill stands and ground whereon sd tenement stands" by 
Habberfield to Higgs, who of course already owned the balance of the land. In­
cluded also in this deed of gift were the "water courses, fludd gates, [and] water 
ponds" pertaining to the mill.21 

Summarizing briefly the subsequent history of this property, we find that it 
passed at Higgs's death to a daughter, Hannah, who together with her husband, 
Daniel Epes of Boston, also a clothier, conveyed the entire estate, consisting of 
fulling mill and dwelling, the twenty-four acres, and an additional acre, on 
May 31, 1705, to Francis Thresher of Boston, clothier.22 Thresher and his wife 

20. Ibid., p. 96. 

21. Ibid., p. 119. 

22. Ibid., 19:44 . 
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Elizabeth, for £135 current money, conveyed the one acre with its buildings to 
Daniel Mansfield of Lynn, yeoman, on April 14, 1709, by which time, as the deed 
states, the improvements were described as "a Dwelling house £fulling Mill & 
~uildings ... heretofore Erected by MT William Hubberfield of Boston ... & by 
others." Privilege "of £flowing so much Land as has been used and is Necessary 
for ye Raising of a Sufficient head of Water for ye going of sd Mill" was in­
eluded.23 Earlier, in 1695, Thresher had leased the twenty-four acres to James 
Taylor for ten years,24 and the deeds locate this tract some little distance 
upstream where the ponds supplying waterpower seem to have been dammed tradition­
ally from the 17th to the 19th centuries. 

I 
•• 

I 
I 

At Daniel Mansfield's death in 1728, this property passed to Daniel Mansfield, I 
Jr., and the latter on January 3, 1753, conveyed to his son, Thomas Mansfield of 
Lynn, clothier, "a Piece of Land on which MT Habberfields Dwelling House & Fulling 
Mill formerly Stood upon the Westerly Side of Saugust River so called containing I 
One Acre ... . "25 Thus by the mid-18th century this site was once again vacant. 

There were one or two additional sales by Samuel Appleton, Jr., of land 
largely marshy on the east side of the river.26 Then, without further indication 
of purpose or intent, on February 15, 1688 (or 1689), Samuel Appleton, Sr., of 
Ipswich, for whom, it will be recalled, the original mortgage from John Paine had 
been executed during his son's minority, conveyed the entire Ironworks Farm to 
James Taylor, a well-to-do Boston merchant, for £500 current money. The property 
was then described as consisting of a 

Messuage or tenement orchards Gardens & lands as well 
arrable, pasture, fresh & Salt marshe, or Meadow, as 
woodland ... being his whole farme Conteining by 
estimation Six hundred acres bee itt more or lesse, 
sometime Called by ye name of Hamersmith Being that 
ffarme & tract of lands antiently purchased of 
Thomas Dexter & others by Richard Leader Geni Agent 
for y~ Comp¥ of undertakers of y~ Ironworks .... 
In the prsent tenure & Occupation of Sam!1 Apleton junr 
& his subtenant or tenants .... 

I 
I 

.. 
I 
I 
I 

There were sixty acres of salt marsh "lyinge Between the Dwelling house & the 
Bridge att Lyn, comonly called Lyn Bridge," "fourescore acres of arrable land 

1 broken up & fenced, lying also upon y~ Southwest side of y~ Great River, of lyn, 
Comonly called Sawgust River," forty acres of fresh marsh land, and "Ally~ 
Remainder ... being pasture and wood land. . " The boundaries are specified 
and there is mention also that the twenty-five acres sold to Higgs, the twelve I 

23. Ibid., 30:21. I 
24. Ibid., 11:57. 

25. Essex County, Registry of Probate, Salem, File no. 17589 (hereafter 
cited as Essex County Probate Records), and Essex County Deeds, 104:221 . 

26. See fn. 6, chap. 2. 
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acres sold to John Burrell, together with eight acres of salt marsh sold to Henry 
Rhodes, and three acres of salt marsh sold to Daniel Hutchins, were reserved from 
the sale.27 On December 26, 1689, Samuel Appleton, Jr., "now, or late of Lyn," 
yeoman, approved, ratified, and confirmed his father's conveyance in an instrument 
that virtually restates the senior Appleton's deed, with, however, the reservation 
from the sale of two further parcels, one consisting of two ten-acre lots sold by 
Appleton to Henry Newman "w~h lye without y~ GenP bounds withinmentioned," and 
the lot called Knowles lot, "lying without y~ s9 bounds," sold to Henry Rhodes, 
Sr.28 

27. Essex County Deeds, 9:5. 
see ibid., pp. 6-7 . 

28. Ibid., p. 6. 

For release of interests, dower rights, etc., 
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I • I CHAPTER 5: PERIOD OF TAYLOR OWNERSHIP 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

James Taylor must have taken possession of the Ironworks Farm almost at once, 
for the deed of confirmation of Samuel Appleton, Jr., on December 26, 1689, just 
cited, refers to the property as then "in the said TaylorY actuall possession .. 
He was a successful Boston merchant and longtime treasurer of the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay. Although he was still in possession of his Boston mansion 
house at the time of his death, it is clear that lately at least he had taken up 
residence in the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House. At the time of his death in the 
summer of 1716, he described himself as of Lynn, and foresaw, as expressed in his 
will executed on July 24 of that year, "an absolute Necessity" that following his 
decease the "ffarme & Lands" there should be disposed of. 

He consequently directed his wife and a daughter as executrixes to sell "all 
ye said ffarme & lands with ye Stock & Utensills of husbandry ... for ye best 
price they Can gett for ye Same ... the Rents Incomes & profitts of ye said 
ffarme & Lands in ye Interim before Sale to accrue" for the support of his family. 
The proceeds were to be held in trust for the same purpose during the widowhood of 
his wife. At her death (or remarriage) he directed that his entire estate be 
divided among seven of his children.1 An inventory of the estate was taken on 
August 28, 1716, within a watter of days following the death of James Taylor, in 

.. 

which the "Farm at LYfR w~ all y~ buildings Feneis & Corn Mill being all much out 
of repair to gather w. all Cqmmon Lotts belonging to said Farm" was appraised at 
£1650 (See Appendix A). The total estate, including his "Mansion House" in Boston, 
amounted to well over £3,000. The "Corn Mill" (Str. #26) is here mentioned for 
the first time. There is an item of "A man Serv!tn at £10, "a boy" also at £10, I 

I 
"a Maid" at £5, and an "Old Infirm negro man," together with 209 ounces of "Plate" 
(silver) at £83 12s. Od. and a handsome array of furnishings. Of these, only the 
bedding is located as to room: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I .. 
I 

"Bed and Furnature belonging to the bed in yt; Eastward 
Lower Room," £7 10s. Od. 

"Bed and Furnature belonging to the bed ... in y~ 
Eastward Chamber," £6 10s Od. 

"Bed and Furnature belonging to the bed in y~ Porch 
Chamber," £5 10s. Od. 

"Bed and Furnature belonging to the bed in yt; 
westward Chamber," £11 Os. Od. 

"Small bed and beding in the garrett," £4, and 

"2 Flock beds 1 feather bed in the Kitchen Chamber," £3.2 

I. Essex County Probate Records, 311:424. 

2. Ibid., File no. 27301. 
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These items, though not entirely descriptive, are important for what they 

I 

•• tell us about both the social and architectural history of the Appleton/Taylor/ 
Mansfield House. While there are beds in nearly every room (including the attic) 
in the continuing tradition of the 17th century, the best (or at least most expen­
sive) bed, presumably James Taylor's, is in the parlor chamber. Only very late in 
the 17th century had the parlor itself been deserted by the head of the household 
as principal lodging room in favor of an upper apartment, and the change even then 
was an upper socioeconomic phenomenon. Thus James Taylor was very much in step 
with current trends within his class. Architecturally the most important fact 
about the inventory is the reference to a kitchen chamber, which must have been 
elsewhere than in the main block of the house. Unused mortises uncovered recently 
in the frame of the main house along the rear wall would suggest the early if not 
original presence of an appendage here. 

Whatever the "Necessity" that led .James Taylor at the time he drew his will 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

to think the Ironworks Farm would have to be sold to support his family, it seems 
clear that his wife and daughter as executrixes felt differently about the matter 
and the farm was not sold. Mrs. Taylor, however, lived only another two years 
until the summer of 1718, at which time her son William was made executor, and the 
whole estate was then subject to the division specified in the will. 3 There was 
then a new "Apprizmt of ye Reall Estate" of the late James Taylor on October 22, 
1718, as follows: "a ffarme Lyeing In ye Townshipp of Lyn att ye Iron Works So 
Called, part whereof Is plow Land part Salt Marsh part ... moweing part pasture 
Land & part marsh Out Land The whole Containeing four hundred Eighty & Eight 
Acres"; 103 acres laid out on the "aedg Lynn Town Commons"; and one ten-acre lot 
lying in the cow pasture near the Widow Newman's dwelling house.4 .. 

The division that followed in July 1724 is detailed, and in conjunction with 
a search of the land and probate records with respect to subsequent history, can 
be quite exactly reconstructed, allowing us a much more concise impression of the 
dimensions of the Ironworks Farm in both its 17th-century and 18th-century phases. 
At the same time, it must be reiterated that this study attempts to identify and 
trace only those portions of the property that had consistently been built upon 
and improved throughout its long history, not the peripheral woodlands and marshes. 
We shall be largely concerned, therefore, with that portion of the Taylor farm 
described as the First Division of the homestead, a portion of Callamount Pasture,5 
and with some of the land that Appleton had conveyed separately before the sale to 
Taylor (Fig. 1). In the process we shall take note of any additional buildings 
that were erected probably during the period of Taylor occupancy. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Equally if not more important is the fact that our reconstruction of the 1724 
probate document, while schematic in some respects, reveals that the First and I 
Second divisions of the Homestead and the Neck, bounded on the south by Rhodes 

3. Ibid.; See also 312:401. 

4. Ibid., 312:547. 

5. Sometimes called Cattamount Pasture in 19th-century deeds, but consis­
tently spelled Callamount-throughout the 18th century. 
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I.Brook and on the east by the Saugus River, fontt a pattern of land disposition that 

was ultimately to predetermine the major configuration of the modern Saugus Center. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

As a comparison of Figs. 1 and 2 readily shows, the one-pole "way" between the 
First and Second divisions became the modern Main Street and the two-pole "way" 
along the eastern line of these two tracts, the modern Central Street. The junc­
tion of the two thoroughfares became the town center where, in 1736, the Taylor 
heirs donated a lot thirteen by twelve poles in extent as a site for the meeting­
house of what was to become the Third or West Parish of Lynn (now Saugus).6 At 
the north, the "way that leads to Abraham Burrill's," laid out between the First 
Division of the Homestead and Callamount Pasture, became the modern Appleton 
Street. 

In short, what at the time was merely the subdivision of a large farm among 
several heirs in reality predefined the plan of an 18th-century New·-England-town. 
One hears much of the "linear" and "nucleated" patterns of village settlement in 
the 17th century, and it might be interesting to know how many 18th-century 
communities in New England can trace their formal origins to a routine probate 
division. 

We should note here that the various mills mentioned throughout this report 
were disposed along the west bank of the river in that narrow corridor of land 
between the river and Central Street. There is a particularly interesting ref­
erence in the 1724 Division to the site of the ironworks themselves, which occupied 

I 
the land opposite the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House, still an unimproved open 
space as late as 1905 (Fig. 6). The connnittee appointed to make the division 

.stipulated that "all the Lands where the old Ironworks Stud betwixt the Cross 
fence Joyning to sd Gate [leading into a garden before the Appleton/Taylor/ 

I Mansfield House], and MansfieldS fence [was] to Lye open as a way and for the 
bennifi tt of Creaturs to go Down to the River as hath bin ushall. . . . "7 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Over and beyond the general outlines of the 1724 Division and the disposition 
of the several lots, our concern centers in the buildings mentioned and their 
precise location. The most important, of course, was the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield 
House. Its location in the Division is clearly specified, and while it stood upon 
land set off to the daughter Abigail Taylor at the very edge of the divisional 
line, the structure itself was nevertheless divided between Abigail and her sister 
Anna. Abigail was to have "the Northerly half part of the Dweling hous ... the 
Equall half part of the Brick Kitching ... [and] allso the one half of the Long 
Barn: viz. the westerly part .... " Anna, whose land lay just to the south, 
received "the Southerly half part of the Dweling hous & half of the Brick Kitching 
& half the well" together with the other half of the Long Barn, "viz. the Easterly 
end with Conveniant yardroom & passway to and from sd Barn ... . "B The Brick 
Kitchen (Str. #27) is mentioned now for the first time and is referred to in a 

6. Essex County Deeds, 77:251. 

I 

•• 
I 

7. Essex County Probate Records, File no. 27301. 

8. Ibid . 
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later document as standing "in ye yard" of the house. 9 We are further infomed 
that the son, William Taylor, had set off to him "the Small building Called the 
SmithS Shop Joyning to the Brick Kitching."10 

Also near the house, apparently, and standing on the lot of seventeen acres 
and thirty-four poles set off to Abigail in the First Division of the homestead 

I 

•• 
I 

was the "Long Barn" (Str. #28), which as we have seen was also divided between 
Abigail and Anna. There were other barns as well: "The Lowermost barn Standing 
in the Neck" (Str. #29) and "Sheep Barn" (Str. #30) set off to the son, William 
Taylor. The location of the first of these certainly and the second probably can 
be fixed generally in the "Neck" or "SouthEasterly part of the fam" as it was 
called, in that area bounded by the Saugus River, Rhodes Brook, and Central Street. 
The "Northemost barn" (Str. #31) on the Taylor Farm is described as "Standing on 
Kelseys Homstedd," that lot in the First Division laid out to Rebecca Kelsey's 
heirs in the area just below the modern Appleton Street.11 This lot was sold in 
1729, and the barn was then referred to as "old."12 

Sarah Taylor received "the Barn Called the waying hous or Thrashing barn" 
(Str. #32), which, if it stood on her allotment in the First Division, was located 
in the vicinity of modern Prospect Street, while her sister Mary, (whose lot in 
the First Division lay at the corner of Main and Central streets), was awarded the 
"Cornbarn'' (Str. #33) and "that Building Called the Stable" (Str. #34). There 
were additional unlocated "Small buildings" and a "Cidemill Hous" (Str. #35). 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The Corn Mill (Str. #26) mentioned in James Taylor's inventory in 1716 occupied a 
small tract of land next to the river, sixteen poles in extent, in the lot of 
thirteen acres and forty poles laid out to Abigail Taylor in Callamount Pasture, 
and in the Division the son William received a two-seventh interest and each of 
the other children a one-seventh interest in the structure with a "Conveniant Way 
from the Head of Kelseys uppermost Lott Down to the Mill & River ... wheare they 
have bin heartofore used."1° 

•• 
I 

It should be mentioned here that the Division of 1724 makes no formal mention 
of any extension of the two-pole "way" bounding the eastern line of the First and 
Second divisions of the homestead northward through Abigail Taylor's lot in 
Callamount Pasture (Fig. 1). We are told only that the Corn (or Grist) Mill (Str. 
#26) with its sixteen poles of land was located here and that all the heirs could 
use the "Conveniant Way . . . to the Mill & River. . . . " Abigail sold this lot 
in Callamount Pasture, thirteen and a quarter acres, to Daniel Mansfield on March 
1742,14 and on February 28, 1743, William Taylor, having bought out most of the 

9. Essex County Deeds, 66:212. 

10. Essex County Probate Records, File no. 27301. 

11. Ibid. 

12. Essex County Deeds, 53:33. 

13. Essex County Probate Records, File no. 27301. 

14. Essex County Deeds, 85:27. 
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other heirs, conveyed to Daniel Mansfield six-sevenths of the "Grist Mill ... on 
Saugust River ... at the Iron Works, said Mill formerly belonging to Mr. James 
Taylor," together with six-sevenths of the sixteen poles of land on which it 
stood.15 

It could be argued that the course of Central Street beyond Appleton, con­
tinuing into Elm Street (Fig. 2), may conceivably mark the course of the "Con­
veniant Way" of 1724, for it is clear that the gristmill was near the middle or 
upper end of Abigail's lot. This we can determine for the following reasons: 
having acquired the thirteen and a quarter acres in Callamount Pasture, Daniel 
Mansfield ·conveyed this tract, described now as containing "a Dwelling House & 
Barns" to his son Thomas Mansfield, clothier, ten years later on January 3, 
1753.16 The house, which we have designated the Thomas Mansfield I House (Str. 
#36), became Thomas's home and was built either by him or by Daniel for him. 

In May of the same §ear, in drawing his will, Daniel confirmed to Thomas "my 
Lott of Land I had of M~ Abigail [(Taylor) Pell] . with ye Grist Mill, that 
is near his Dwelling house ... Also my Fulling Mill, with the streams, Dams," 
etc.17 This fulling mill (Str. #37) seems also to have been erected on the Abigail 
Taylor lot in Callamount Pasture and thus by Daniel Mansfield sometime after he 
purchased the land from Abigail in 1742. In the inventory of his estate in 1758 
this establishment is described as consisting at large of "fulling Mill Damn & 
Streems" appraised at £14 Os. 0d. (Str. #37), "Cloathers Shop" at £15 Os. 0d. 
(Str. #38), and "Dye house and Copper" at £5 Os. 0d. (Str. #39) . In terms of 
equipment, the inventory mentions "Hott press, Screw plates Iron Barrs &c Cold 
press Screw &c Other utensels ... [and] Cloathers Shears" at £8 Os. Od.18 

While Daniel's will says only that the Grist (Corn) Mill (Str. #26) was 
"near" Thomas's dwelling house, the location of which can be fixed at the north­
west corner of Appleton and Central streets (where there are now only modern 
houses),19 later records locate both the fulling mill and gristmill further to 

15. Ibid., p. 81. 

16. Ibid., 104:221. 

17. Essex County Probate Records, 335:172. 

18. Ibid., File no. 17590. 

19. For a title that locates this dwelling belonging to Thomas Mansfield, 
Sr., (with Essex County Deeds abbreviated as ED and Essex County Probate Records 
as EP) see: 

Thomas Mansfield, inventory, 1758, 
Thomas Mansfield, division of est. 1759, 

(Continued) 
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and 337:167 



I 
the northeast where Elm Street now crosses the Saugus River (Fig. 2). Thomas 
Mansfield's inventory in 1758, taken the same year as that of his father's, •• mentions again the "Grist Mill" (Str. #26) appraised at £26 13s. 4d., together with 
"The Fulling Mill" (Str. #37) at £14 3s. 4d., "Dye house and Furnice" (Str. #39) 
at £6 13s. 4d., and "The Shop with the two presses" (Str. #38) at £20 13s. 4d. 20 I 
In the division of Thomas's estate in 1760, "The Clothiers Shop, tools, & Teinters," 
"The Fulling Mill with the Conveniency of the Streams . . . [and] The Grist Mill" 
were set off to his son, Thomas Mansfield, Jr., together with the upper half of 
the "Homestead" on which all but the shop (as we shall see) were located.21 

Thus of the thirteen and a quarter acres representing the Abigail Taylor 
allotment in Callamount Pasture, Thomas Mansfield, Jr., got the upper six and one 
half acres and his brother, Benjamin Mansfield, got the lower portion. When 
Thomas Mansfield, Jr., also a clothier, sold his upper half of the homestead in 
1777 to Joseph Hawkes of Lynn, yeoman, it is clearly bounded and described as six 
and one half acres "with the Grist Mill Dye House & Fulling Hill standing thereon· 
together with the Dams Flumes Stream Water courses Geers Utensels Shuttles & all 
appurtenances belonging to the said Mills & Dye House .... " The "work Shop" 
(Str. #38), on the other hand, with its "Tenters ... [and] all my Tools Utensels 
& Implements for Carrying on the business or trade of a Clothier" is described in 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

19. (Continued) 

Eastern half of house: 
Thomas Mansfield, Jr., to Joseph 

Hawkes, 1783, 
Hawkes to Moody Follansbee, 1784, 
Follansbee to Jeremiah Pearson, 1786, 
Pearson to Nathaniel Mansfield, 1792, 

ED, 141:197 
ED, 141:197 
ED, 146:168 
ED, 155:67 

•• 
I 

Western half of house: 
Thomas Mansfield, Sr., est. to 

Benjamin Mansfield, 1788, 
Benjamin Mansfield, inventory, 1817, 
Benjamin Mansfield, dower, 1817, 
Benjamin Mansfield est. to Francis 

Dizer, 1818, 
(see also ED, 326:173; 307:50; 338:188, 
211; 339:131; 352:211; 391:159) 

Dizer est. to John S. and Benjamin 
Mansfield and Eliza Stackpole, 1864, 

Amos Mansfield, II, to ditto, 1864, 
Mansfields/Stackpole to John 

Brierly, 1865, 
Brierly to E. Pranker, 1869, 

20. Essex County Probate Records, 335:497. 

21. Ibid., 337:167. 
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ED, 219:87+ 

ED, 677: 139 
ED, 677:140 

ED, 641:143 
ED, 987:263 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

•• 
I 



I 
I• the deed as "St anding on land of Benjamin Mansfield," i. e . , the adjacent southern 

half of the homestead, and liberty of access to the shop is guaranteed.22 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

From this time forward the deeds for this tract consistently repeat the 
late-18th-century boundary description well into the 19th century and confirm the 
fact that James Taylor's Corn Mill (Str. #26) and Daniel Mansfield's fulling 
establishment (Strs. #37-39) were located in the vicinity of the junction of the 
modern Central and Elm streets. The following successive changes in the industrial 
improvement of this site can be summarized briefly as follows: in 1784, seven 
years after Thomas Mansfield, Jr., conveyed his six and one half acres and mill 
bui !dings to Hawkes, a transaction in that year specifies a "Grist mi 11" with out 
any mention of the fulling establishment (which was presumably no longer extant), 
but adds now a "Saw mill" (Str. #40).23 From 1794 onward for the next quarter 
century this complex was known as Sweetzer's Mills. By May 31, 1815, in addition 
to the gristmill and sawmill there was a chocolate mill (Str. #41) and other 
buildings as well .24 By 1826 the deeds refer to "a certain Factory establishment" 
only. The gristmill, by now more than a century old (if not a replacement), and 
the chocolate mill were still standing, with a "new building" erected between 
them. There is no reference to the sawmill, which by now had presumably dis­
appeared.25 

While the exact nature of the "Factory establishment" is not specified, one 
of the principals at this time, John Haskins of Saugus, is described as a "Bleacher 
and Calico Printer,"26 and there is further reference during the same year (1826) 

I to "the dyeing & Calico printing establishment" here on this site, to which by 
• 1826 some two more acres had been added at the southern end,27 and a professional 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.. 
I 

survey had determined that the original six-and-a-half-acre lot was closer to 
nine acres in extent. By 1834 the deeds refer to "the large brick Factory & 
other factories & buildings" and the "Flannel Manufactory and the Bleaching, 
Dying & Printing works," and it is assumed that the gristmill and chocolate mill 
had by now given way to more modern buildings.28 These mills (or their successors) 
form part of the extensive complex identified as Prankers Manufacturing Co. in 
the Atlas of 1884 (Fig. 2). 

22. Essex County Deeds, 141:197. 

23. Ibid. 

24. Ibid., 206:290. There had been no reference to the chocolate mill in 
an earlier transfer of 1794. See Essex County Deeds, 162:129. 

25. Essex County Deeds, 240:223, 245:113. 

26. Ibid., 242:224. 

27. Ibid. 

28. Ibid., 271:225 . 
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As for the land and mills below Elm Street in the narrow corridor of land 
between the river and Central Street, including the site of the Habberfield Mill, 
we find that Benjamin Mansfield's son, Nathaniel, had acquired some nine poles of 
land here opposite and juJt above Appleton Street in two separate transactions 
dated 1792 and 1803.29 Following Benjamin's death in 1816, Nathaniel purchased an 
additional three acres from his father's estate fronting on the road "leading to 
Sweetzers Mill" and extending from his own property north to "Poochuck road," 
which one assumes to be an earlier name for Elm Street.30 The land on the river 
behind this frontage, as we have seen, had become by 1826 a part of the mill 
complex that would later be known as the Pranker Mills. 

Two or three years earlier, in 1823, Nathaniel conveyed the property along 
the road to his brother, Amos Mansfield.31 There is no mention of any buildings 
at this time, and the earliest reference we have found to the house of Amos 
Mansfield on this tract is not until 1847. There is now standing, however, more 
or less upon the site as identified by the 1884 Atlas (Fig. 2), a very modest 
story-and-a-half central chimney house, quite thoroughly modernized, but with some 
exterior suggestion that it might go back in time to ca. 1800. If upon closer 
inspection this turns out to be the case, one can assume that the house was built 
by Nathaniel Mansfield following his initial purchase of land in this precise 
locality in 1792. 

The land immediately south of the Amos Mansfield House included the Habber­
field Mill site and the land that, according to the division of James Taylor's 

I 

•• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

estate in 1724, was to be open in common to all the heirs (Fig. 1). The upper end I 
of this area soon became known as the Hog Pasture, and whenever any of the Taylor • 
heirs sold portions of their inherited estate, so many "rights" in the Hog Pasture 
were included in the deeds. These "rights" are mentioned continuously throughout 
the 18th century, and the assumption is that the Mansfield clan (having acquired 
the Habberfield Mill site in 1753) was also ultimately the winner in the scramble, 
intentional or not, to secure enough "rights" in the Hog Pasture to assure suf­
ficient claim to the title. 

By the end ·of the 18th century it is clear that the Mansfields considered 
themselves in possession, and on August 27, 1810, and April 6, 1811, in two sepa­
rate instruments, Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer, and Hannah, his wife, conveyed 
to Robert Emes of Malden, "Morroco Leather dresser," three acres here including 
land on both sides of the river, and in the spring of 1811, Benjamin Mansfield 
conveyed to Robert and Joseph Emes, the latter a morocco leather dresser as well, 
an additional acre and a half adjoining the first two pieces at the northeast 
corner.32 This land was bounded at the north with the land of Benjamin Mansfield 
that we have described as the site of the Amos Mansfield House, and on the south 
by land on which Thomas Mansfield's house was to be located. 

29. Ibid., 155:67, 184: 101. 

30. Ibid., 219:154, 229:248. 

31. Ibid., 232:103. 

32. Ibid., 194:131-32. 
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I 
I• Some months later, on February 4, 1812, when Robert Emes conveyed all in­

terest to Joseph Emes, there was now a "Morocco factory" (Str. #42) and "other 
buildings" standing on the first two of the three parcels. 33 By 1828 the property 
is described as containing, in addition to the Morocco factory and "other build­I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ings," a dwelling house and two barns.34 Nearly a decade later, in 1838, the 
deeds refer to the Brick Factory, Dye House, dwelling house, and barn here. 
Following purchase of the premises by Francis Scott of Salem, woolen manufacturer, 
the complex became known in 1847 as "Scotts Factory," and is so described in 1862 
when Francis Scott's widow conveyed the property to Andrew A. Scott of Saugus, 
also called "Woollen Manufacturer. 0 35 The A. A. Scott Woolen Mf'y is clearly 
identified in the 1884 Atlas (Fig. 2), though we are not informed of the fate of 
the Morocco Factory. 

Finally, we come to the T-shaped house with two outbuildings, which is sepa­
rated in the 1884 Atlas from the Scott Factory behind and above it, and which 
bears no name but can be clearly identified with the property willed by Thomas 
Mansfield, the cordwainer, in 1821 and described then as his home place (Str. 
#43). The land immediately to the south, it will be noted, site of the 17th­
century ironworks, remained open until its excavation following the Second World 
War. There is a reference in the deed of 1810 from Thomas Mansfield to Robert 
Emes of "Mansfields Garden" here and in the deed of 1811 to Emes of the "Corn 
Barn" (Str. #44), but the records do not otherwise reveal when Thomas Mansfield, 
the cordwainer, erected his house here. 

I He was still living in the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House in 1793, as will 
• later appear, but had surely constructed the house in question before his death on 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• 
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July 17, 1821, at which time he provides for his widow, Hannah, in a will executed 
on March 3 of that same year, the "use and improvement of the southerly half of my 
dwelling house from cellar to the garret and the bedroom chamber .... " His son 
Thomas, received the residue of the property and reversion of the widow's thirds.36 
An inventory taken on August 30, 1821, described "About one acre" here with the 
"dwelling house, corn barn and all other buildings thereon .... "37 The son, 
Thomas Mansfield, conveyed this property, described as part of "a certain Farm in 
Saugus where I now dwell"--one acre with dwelling house, barn, and outbuildings-_38 
to Joseph Emes in 1832, and ultimately it became the property of Andrew A. Scott 
on April 1, 1860, 39 which undoubtedly explains why no other name is attached to it 
in the Atlas of 1884 where it is separated from but contiguous to other Scott 
property (Fig. 2). 

33. Ibid., p. 160. 

34. Ibid., 251:65. 

35. Ibid., 387:132, 645:140. 

36. Essex County Probate Records, 398:181. 

37. Ibid., p. 220 . 

38. Essex County Deeds, 268:48. 

39. Ibid., 604:52. 
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As for the house that now occupies this site, diagonally opposite the Apple­
ton/Taylor/Mansfield House, the form, exterior trim, and granite foundations would 
suggest a date in the second quarter of the 19th century, afteP the death of 
Thomas Mansfield, cordwainer, in 1821. A careful examination of this house should 
be made to determine whether it might indeed be earlier, with an overlay of later 
trim, but it could scarcely, because of the form and character of the chimneys, be 
much earlier than 1820. 
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CHAPTER 6: LATER HISTORY OF THE APPLETON/TAYLOR/MANSFIELD HOUSE 

Returning now to the house built by Samuel Appleton, Jr., ca. 1680 (Str. 
#23), we have noted that the location is fixed precisely for the first time in the 
Division of 1724 (Fig. 1). One must account only for the somewhat puzzling but 
clearly stated language of the document, which awards "the Northerly half part of 
the Dweling hous" to Abigail and "the Southerly half part" to her sister Anna. 
The house faces south, and almost invariably in the early probate divisions, divid­
ing lines run in such a way as to part a house through the middle, i.e., the entry 
and chimney. We have already suggested that there was a lean-to across the rear 
of the house at this time. One can only suggest that here is an exception to the 
general rule, and one daughter was to get the well-appointed main body of the 
house to the south while her sister was to be content with the service appendages. 

The subsequent history of both the home and its surrounding land is one of 
further subdivision and attrition. We shall be concerned, also, with a long 
period of divided ownership for the house itself. For a short time at least, the 
lot laid out to Abigail Taylor on which the house stood, and the lot immediately 
to the south that was laid out to her sister Anna, remained in the Taylor family. 
Changes in ownership as these properties passed back and forth among the sisters 

.. 

and their husbands are clear, but it is not certain who occupied the house during 
this period. In 1736, in fact, it is referred to somewhat disparagingly as "the 
Old Farmhouse."1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Looking more closely at the pertinent transactions, however, we find that on 
July 5, 1734, ten years after the initial Taylor subdivision, Anna and her husband 
William Roby, a mariner of Boston, sold to Abigail's husband, Edward Pell, a 
painter-stainer of Boston, "ye front part of ye Dwellinghouse being ye Southerly 
halfe part of sd house with ye half of ye Welle and half part of ye brick house in 
ye yard" together with a few rods of land, being a portion of the garden in front 
of the house.2 Thus for a brief moment the Pells were in full possession of the 
house and the seventeen-acre lot upon which it stood. 

Within just a few years, however, in 1742, Abigail Pell, now a widow and 
still living in Boston, conveyed to her brother-in-law, William Roby, also still 
resident in Boston, her seventeen acres and thirty-four poles, as set off in the 
1724 Division, retaining, however, "One half of the House on said Land and half 
the Brick Kitchen," 3 and her husband's executors conveyed to their son-in-law, 
William Pratt of Lynn, on October 7, 1749, the other "full Moiety" or one half of 

1. Essex County Deeds, 77:251. 

2. Ibid., 66:212. 

.. by 

3. Ibid., 85:23. The instrument is undated, and bears a later deposition 
the witnesses that it was executed "on or about ye year 1742 ... " 
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the dwellinghouse and the few rods of garden before it, together with "one half 
part of a Brick Kitchen and Barn,"4 this being Edward Pell's interest acquired by 
the deed of July 5, 1734. 

There is no conveyance on file from Pratt to the Robys, but they were clearly 
(as other deeds confirm) soon in full possession of both the adjoining seventeen­
acre tracts (laid out to Abigail and Anna) and the dwellinghouse. Some years 
earlier, on January 13, 1730, William and Anna (Taylor) Roby had agreed in terms 
of a marriage settlement that her entire share of the Ironworks Farm received in 
the division of James Taylor's estate in 1724 would belong to "the longest Liver 
or Survivour of them and to ye heirs and Assigns of Such Longest Liver or Sur­
vivour ... . "5 They were still described as of Boston in 1743, but had appar­
ently taken up residence in the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House soon after and are 
described as of Lynn in land conveyances dated in 1746 and thereafter. 

Later, on April 10, 1750, the Robys conveyed to Thomas Mansfield of Lynn, 
clothier, who in 1751 would acquire the first lot set off to Rebecca Kelsey's 
heirs in the First Division of the Taylor Homestead lying above Abigail's seventeen 
acres (Fig. 1), the half of the Long Barn that had been allotted to Abigail, 
together with land on the north side to the divisional line between Abigail and 
her sister Kelsey's lot and extending to the road, containing 101 poles of land.8 
It is from this single transaction that one is led to suspect that the Long Barn 
(Str. #28) was located well to the north of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House 
and perhaps to the west as well as we have arbitrarily indicated (Fig. 1). The 
result of the Robys' conveyance was the taking away of a narrow slice of Abigail's 
original lot along a part of its north line. Otherwise there was no further 
change in the physical dimensions of the combined lots. 

The legal complications of their ownership on the other hand reached almost 
ludicrous proportions in the years immediately following. Anna (Taylor) Roby had 
died about this time, and her husband had remarried to Sarah, the daughter of 
Thomas Cheever, gentleman, of Lynn, and continued to live in the house. As a 
marriage portion, Roby settled on his new wife in 1752 "the one Equal & Just half 
part of my Dwelling House & Barn & of all my Goods & Household Furniture together 
with One Equal half part of all my Estate both Real & Personal" in Lynn.7 At his 
death a few years later in 1756, the title was by now curiously encumbered. 
According to the marriage settlement of 1730 with Anna Taylor (who, by the way, 
was Roby's second rather than first wife), the longest liver of them and their 
heirs took Anna's share of the James Taylor estate. This engagement was duly 
fulfilled, and the seventeen acres originally allotted to Anna immediately to the 
south of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House devolved upon William and Anna's only 
daughter and heir, Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Bartlet of Marblehead. Abigail Pell, 

4. Essex County Deeds, 95:28. 

5. Ibid., 54:241. 

6. Ibid., 101:288. 

7. Ibid., 97:221 (two deeds). 
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I• it will be recalled, had sold her seventeen acres adjoining directly to William 

Roby, so that this half of the homestead was his outright--or was until he settled 
half of it upon his third wife. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

All of this is essential to an understanding of the inventory of the estate 
of William Roby taken on May 29, 1756, which refers, in addition to the "Dwelling 
house and Barn," appraised at £43 6s. 8d., to only nine and one half acres of 
orchard, being no more than his remaining one half of the seventeen-acre tract 
originally laid out to Abigail Taylor in 1724. The inventory, incidentally, 
reveals that Captain Roby (as he is consistently called, though having long since 
apparently retired from the sea), like James Taylor before him, had his best bed 
in the "West Chamr," and there is reference as well to "things in the porch" and a 
"milk room."8 (See Appendix B.) 

It is of interest also to note that the older Long Barn (Str. #28) having 
been conveyed to Thomas Mansfield by the Robys, there is reference now to a barn 
in William Roby's inventory that relates to another structure altogether. This 
we have designated as the William Roby Barn (Str. #45). It is described in the next 
division of the property as having been "Built by the said Roby,"9 and was located, 
as we shall see, directly on the road a short distance in front of the 
Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House. 

Sarah (Cheever) Roby, Captain William's widow, was now in full possession of 
the lot laid out originally to Abigail Taylor (or most of it) as a result of her 

.. 

one-half interest growing out of the marriage settlement, and having inherited the 
other half interest from the captain, while Anna's daughter was in possession of 
the lot originally laid out to Anna. This inheritance Thomas and Elizabeth Bartlet 

I conveyed on September 3, 1756, to Daniel Mansfield of Lynn,10 and the stage was 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .. 
I 

now set for a division of the property among its new owners, Sarah (Cheever) Roby 
and Daniel Mansfield. However clear the two strands of the title as revealed from 
the written record, the fact remains that because the Robys united the two seven-
teen-acre tracts and created the semblance of a single homestead here, we are not 
surprised that the concerned parties in the preamble to their division declared 
that being "Seized in Equal Halves in Common & Undivided of and in the Dwelling 
House Homestead & other Lands" lately enjoyed by the Honorable James Taylor and 
"Known by the Name of Taylers Farm" they do wish to make "a Partition & Perpetual 
Division. " No other reason is given for what amounted in the end to a re­
alignment of the space within the boundaries established for Abigail and Anna in 
1724. 

The resulting division of the combined seventeen-acre lots is clearly defined 
in the document, and is represented graphically in Fig. 3. The two lots were 
bisected roughly in the middle, Sarah taking the combined western halves. The two 
eastern halves retained their approximately twenty-five-pole original width. In 

8. Essex County Probate Records, 333:545. 

9. Essex County Deeds, 103:263 . 

1 o . Ibid. , p . 181. 
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this Division of 1757 they are described as follows: "the Lott on ye South Side 
of the Orchard Eight acres & Sixty Five Poles ... [and] the East half Part or 
end of the said Dwelling House through the Middle of ye Porch Entry Chimney & 
Lentoe with ye Land said half Covers together with the Land ye whole Breadth of 
said East end of Said House from thence to the Road & the Half or Westerly Part 
or end of the Barn & the Land it Covers which Barn Stands on the abovesaid Lott 
on the South Side of said Orchard .... " This tract was set off to Daniel 
Mansfield. To Sarah (Cheever) Roby was set off "the Westerly Half Part or end of 
the said dwelling House ... with the Land said half Covers also the Easterly 
half Part or End of the Barn ... & the Land said East Half covers with the East 
half part of ye Cow Yard as it is now fenced Also a Lott being the Northerly Side 
of the Orchard Laid to Abigail Tayler," twenty-six poles at either end and contain­
ing nine acres and forty-two poles.11 

At about the same time, on April 27, 1757, Sarah (Cheever) Roby conveyed to 
Daniel Mansfield her dower right in her husband's property, which is defined as a 
three-acre strip to the south of and adjoining the tract just described.12 Hav-
ing thus been given a semblance of physical reality, the recurrent mention of 
Sarah Roby's "Thirds,'! which we will encounter from time to time, seems in actu­
ality to have been more in the nature of a lien upon the property. Within six 
months, moreover, Mrs. Roby had remarried and gone to live in Andover. Thus she 
gave up her residence here, and as the house remained divided in ownership for 
over a century, with a changing (and not always clear) pattern of occupancy, the 
history of the two halves is best taken up individually in sequence. Since much 
of this history will involve a complicated picture of Mansfield family relation­
ships, a genealogical chart is included for purposes of clarification (see Appendix 
D). 

A. Daniel Mansfield's Division (eastern half of the house) 

Daniel Mansfield's own dwelling house and homestead were located elsewhere in 
Lynn, and his acquisition through the Division of 1757 of the eight acres and 
sixty-five poles of orchard together with the east half of the Appleton/Taylor/ 
Mansfield House was apparently in the nature of an investment. If he had any 
other purpose in mind it was not destined to come to fruition, for within a matter 
of months, as we are informed by the vital records of Lynn, he "Fell off his 
Horse" on January 9, 1758, and died at the age of sixty-eight years. His will had 
been executed in 1753 before he acquired the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House and 
land, and in June of 1758 his daughters and their husbands declared by deed "that 
it was the Intention of our said Deceased Father Daniel Mansfield to have Given to 
our Brother Thomas Mansfield of said Lynn Clothier his whole & Intire Right and 
Interest" in the house and land that he and Sarah Roby had divided, "if by a 
Suddain Death he had not been prevented," and they therefore released to him all 
their rights therein.13 In the long and circumstantial inventory of Daniel 

11. Ibid., p. 263. 

12. Ibid., p. 262. 

13. Ibid., 105: 126. 
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.Mansfield's estate, taken in February 1758, this property is described as "the 
Eastward half of the house that was cpt Robes [£]13.6.8 the westerly half of the 
Barn that was Cpt Robes [£)13.6.8 [and] About Six Acres of Land adjoyning to said 
barn [£)60.0.0 and. about three acres adjoyning in Revarsion [£)10.13.4," the I latter being the Widow Roby's thirds to which we have referred.14 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .. 
I 

Thomas Mansfield, like his father, lived less than a year following the 
acquisition of the property. And like his father, he also "fell of [f] His Horse," 
according to the Lynn vital records, and "died immediately" on September 11, 1758. 
He was then aged forty-one years and had not written a will. The inventory of his 
estate taken October 27, 1758, lists "The East ~nd of ye dwelling house & the 
West end of ye barn yt was Capt Roby's" and "Ab: 5 Acrest& 3/4 of land in ye 
Orchard bot of Bartlet" appraised at £46, and again, "Ab: 3 Acres part of the 
Widows thirds in reversion" at £I2.15 

Two years later, on February 9, 1760, Thomas Mansfield's widow, Ann, by then 
remarried to Abijah Cheever of Lynn, in her capacity as administratrix of Thomas 
Mansfield's estate, conveyed to Ephraim Stocker of Lynn, cordwainer, for £99 6s. 8d. 
lawful money for payment of the deceased's debts "the Eastern half of all that 
dwelling house on the homestall of the farm in Lynn ... call'd Taylors farm & 
the land under the same half the divisional line between the same half and the 
western end or half runing thro' the Middle of the porch entry chimney and lentoe 
of said house with the Land there between the said eastern half and the road there 
being of the whole breadth of the same half the western half of the barn there 
belonging to said house and standing on the Lott on the Southern side of the 
Orchard there and the free use of the well belonging to said house ... also a 
piece of Land there containing eight acres & sixty poles more or Less ... . "16 
Thus we learn that Daniel Mansfield's original allotment in the Division of 1757 
was still undiminished, and that the projecting porch was still in existence by 
1760. This is, however, the last reference to it in the deeds, and as we shall 
see, it was clearly gone by 1793 when there is reference to the "entre way" only, 
without the porch.17 

At Ephraim Stocker's death, the inventory of his estate taken on January 1, 
1774, lists "1/2 a House and 1/2 a Barn with about six Acres of Land adjoining 
thereto" appraised at £100.18 We have no indication as to whether Stocker had 
been living in his half of the house, and there is no reference to the three acres 
in reversion. 

Moreover, it has not been possible to find in the registries any record of 
how Stocker's heirs disposed of the property, but it was clearly in the possession 

14. Essex County Probate Records, File no.· 17590. 

15. Ibid., 335:497. 

16. Essex County Deeds, 118:258. 

17. Ibid., 157:117 . 

18. Essex County Probate Records, 350:79. 
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of Thomas Mansfield's son, Samuel, a housewright, by September 21, 1789, as we 
learn from a deed for adjoining land,19 and he was living here by 1793. This fact 
emerges from a deed executed on June 5 of that year by Samuel Mansfield himself, 
in this case called "Jiner" (joiner), conveying to his nephew Thomas Mansfield, 
cordwainer, for £18 16s. 0d. lawful money, two acres that from the description 
would appear to have been a strip just in front of the house and below the barn 
extending from the road to the western boundary of Samuel's lot. This strip is 
described as bounded on the south by Samuel's land. 

Included in this conveyance was "the entre way in the frunt and Staer-way to 
the Chamber whare the said Samuel & Thomas Mansfield of the House whare they now 
lives [sia] ," five feet of Samuel's barn with the land under it, and "alJ.so the 
land under the said Thomas Mansfield shoemakers Shop," which apparently stood near 
the house.20 This shop belonging to Thomas Mansfield, cordwainer, is here men­
tioned for the first time and has been designated as Shoemaker's Shop (Str. #46). 
It had disappeared by April 24, 1811, when Thomas Mansfield conveyed to his own 
cousin, Joseph Mansfield, cordwainer, a "piece of land where the Shop of s9-
Thomas formerly stood," with specific reference to the 1793 deed.21 

Samuel Mansfield died on March 1, 1809, aged fifty-nine years, having executed 
a will on August 22, 1805, in which his wife Rachel was given "the use and improve­
ment of all my dwelling house" for the balance of her life. 22 This will was 
disallowed, the witnesses testifying that Samuel Mansfield had not been of sound 
mind at the time, and an administrator was appointed who brought in an inventory 
on June 13, 1809, listing "one half of a dwelling house & about thirty poles of 
land under & about y~ same" valued at $580.00, "about five & an half acres of 
tillage land, called the home field & half a barn thereon" valued at $550.00, and 
personal estate as well (see Appendix C). There is mention also of "the reversion 
in one acre of tillage land, adjoining the above," and while this description 
seems somewhat imprecise when compared with the 1793 deed that we have cited, it 
is clear nevertheless that at Samuel's death the eight plus acres of the 1757 
Division were still intact, minus only the two-acre strip sold to Thomas Mansfield, 
the cordwainer. We should note also that the inventory includes "one work shop" 
appraised at $20.00 and "carpenters tools" at $4.75.23 This "work shop" stood 
near the house, as we learn from later papers in the settlement of the estate, and 
we have designated it the Work Shop (Str. #47), together with a corn barn also 
near the house, designated Corn Barn No. 2 (Str. #48). While the value of the 
workshop is slight, the possibility remains that the workshop and corn barn may 
have been combined under one roof (see photographs of 1915 showing structure 
directly behind the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House). 

19. Essex County Deeds, 150:187. 

20. Ibid., 157:117. 

21. Ibid., 206:19. 

22. Essex County Probate Records, 378:87. 

23. Ibid., p. 215. 
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I 
I• Samuel Mansfield's widow, Rachel, died on May 21, 1809, at the age of fifty­

five years, and in the division of his homestall into two parts, which took place 
on August 18, 1809, "The easterly half of a dwelling house, a work shop, corn 

I 
barn, and about thirty poles of land under and adjoining" are now carefully bounded 
and measured out for the first time, though it is not explained how Samuel acquired 
the forty-eight feet of yard to the north of the house. This division can be 
reconstructed in Fig. 4. The second portion of the division included the six and 

I one half acres of tillage and one half of what is now described as the "old barn" 24 
(Str. #45). The first portion, including the buildings with their thirty poles of 
land, was set off to Samuel's son, Joseph Mansfield. The second portion, consist-

I ing of the six and one half acres of tillage and half the "old barn," was set off 
to Samuel's daughter Lucy, who had married one David Capen.25 

On May 2, 1821, Joseph Mansfield, cordwainer, of Lynn, for $285 conveyed to 

I his brother-in-law, David Capen, the thirty poles of land with "the [half] house 
and all other buildings thereon," bounded south by the "lane running [from the 
road] to Mr. Thomas Mansfields old house," seventy-five and a half feet on a 

I straight line and ninety-two feet on the Country Road, bounded north and west by 
Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer (Fig. 5).26 David Capen in turn conveyed the 
identical premises to Joseph Emes of Saugus for $550 on October 20, 1847,27 and 
Emes conveyed the same to Benjamin Hitchings of Saugus on May 3, 1862, for $475. 28 I The depreciation in value between 1847 and 1862 surely reflects the aging process 
at work on the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House, now nearly 200 years old, though 
six years later on July 1, 1868, when Andrew A. Scott of Saugus acquired the same 

I thirty-pole piece of land, roughly seventy-five by ninety-two feet in extent with 

•
the eastern half of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House upon it, from Hitchings's 
heirs, they managed to secure $1,000 for it, probably because Scott was assembling 

I land here for his extensive industrial activities and the grantors were thus in a 
favorable position to get a good price.29 In any event, it is Scott who reunited 
the long-separated halves of the old house under a single ownership, and proceeded 
to use the building, apparently, as a tenement for his mill workers. There is I nothing to indicate that it had been owner occupied since it left Mansfield family 
hands (if indeed then) until its purchase and restoration by Wallace Nutting in 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-
I 

the 20th century. 

Before turning to examine the history of the western half of the house, we 
should look briefly (and in part) at the subsequent history of the six and one 
half acres of tillage land to the south of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House, 

24. Ibid., p. 410. 

25. Ibid. 

26. Essex County Deeds, 227:89. 

27. Ibid., 398:287. 

28. Ibid., 637: 81. 

29. Ibid., 776:208. 
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which was part of the estate set off to Daniel Mansfield in the Division of 1757. 
Upon this land was built the early-19th-century two-and-one-half-story dwelling 
that survives immediately to the south of the older house, though damaged by fire 
in recent years. 

It will be recalled that by the close of the 18th century Thomas Mansfield 
the cordwainer not only owned the land immediately to the north of the Appleton/ 
Taylor/Mansfield House, purchased, as we shall see, from the Riddan estate, but 
two acres to the south of the house as well, purchased from his uncle, Samuel, in 
1793, and identified also with the not easily explained Widow Sarah (Roby) Fry's 
"Thirds." Here, more or less upon the site of the William Roby Barn (Str. #45), 
which was clearly no longer in existence by the time of which we write, Thomas 
Mansfield the cordwainer built the house that we have designated Structure #49 and 
that he describes as "my new house" in his wi 11 drawn on March 3, 1921. It is 
clear that he was no longer living in the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House. He 
provides for his widow the "use and improvement of the southerly half of my 
dwelling house" (Str. #43), and leaves this house to his son Thomas. His daugh­
ters Mary and Sarah Mansfield, however, were to receive the "new house," just 
south of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House, together with "my old house, the 
little barn, all the buildings about the old house, and the garden back of the new 
house ... and the yard front of the old house to the road ... . "30 

Sarah Mansfield married as her second husband one Timothy Davis, and Mary 
married her first cousin once removed, Amos Mansfield, son of Benjamin. While the 
two daughters of Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer thus inherited the property 
jointly, we are informed a few years later on October 29, 1825, that the "new 

_house" was then occupied by Amos and Mary. On this date Timothy and Sarah Davis 
conveyed to Amos Mansfield about one third of an acre with the dwelling called 
"the new House" on the Country Road leading from Saugus to Lynnfield, "together 
with the Garden back of the house ... . "31 The property is identified as Abbie 
Mansfield's in the 1905 Atlas (Fig. 6), and the title remained in the Mansfield 
family until October 7, 1949, when Roland E. Mansfield and his wife conveyed to 
the First Ironworks Association the land and buildings "on Central Street ad­
joining the Old Iron Works property," measuring 54.65 feet on Central Street, 
303.8 feet on the south, 65 feet on the west, and 301.45 feet on the north, being 
ironworks land already in the possession of the association.32 

B. Sarah Roby's Division (western half of the house) 

Returning now to the Division of 1757 and picking up the history of the 
western half of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House and its land, we learn that 
having remarried to one James Fry, Esq., of Andover very shortly after the divi­
sion of the house with Daniel Mansfield, Sarah (Roby) Fry, on October 11, 1757, 
conveyed to Moses Hawkes, Jr., yeoman, of Lynn "One half of a Dweling House and 

30. Essex County Probate Records, 398:181. 

31. Essex County Deeds, 270:131. 

32. Ibid., 874:258, 1243:377, 1301:362, 2208:62, 3171:394, 3695:389. 
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I 
I• half a Barn" together with the land "whareon y~ house Stands," being nine acres 

and 142 poles in extent. The deed specifies further that it is the west half of 
the house and east end of the barn and east half of the barnyard that are to be 

I 
conveyed, and it included as well the fifteen-acre Birch Plain to the west of the 
property (Fig. 3) --all described as "Part of Lands Called Talers farm latly in 
PoseslJ. of Cap! W1!1 Roby .... "33 Moses Hawkes, in turn, conveyed the same nine 
acres and 142 poles together with the west half of the house and east half of the 

I barn and barnyard for £146 13s. 8d. to Thomas Riddan, tanner, of Lynn on Decem­
ber 2, 1762.34 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Following Riddan•s death, his heirs, on September 21, 1789, conveyed the 
property for £107 to Thomas Mansfield, Jr., cordwainer, of Lynn described as "the 
real estate of Thomas Raddin late of said Lynn yeoman ... abought eight acres of 
upland and fresh meadow lying in Lynn" together with "the west end of a dwelling 
house standing thereon Also the east end of a barn near the said house with the 
land under the same & a few poles of Land adjoining. . " It is this deed, in 
fact, that, by describing this portion of the barnyard as bounded on the east by 
the road, and on the north, west, and south by land of Samuel Mansfield (Fig. 3), 
locates for the first time quite precisely the barn that Captain Roby had built 
(Str. #45). Further, the deed conveyed to Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer the 
three-acre dower interest of Sarah (Roby) Fry to the south of the house,35 a 
perplexing encumbrance from its very inception as we have suggested, and not 
rendered any clearer when in 1793 Samuel Mansfield apparently sold two of these 
three acres to Thomas Mansfield, as we saw earlier. 

.. We do not know whether Hawkes or Riddan occupied the house, but following 
Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer's acquisition of half of the house in 1789, as 

I noted earlier, we are informed in the deeds that by 1793 the uncle, Samuel, and 
nephew, Thomas, as joint owners, were both in residence here. By this period, 
also, Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer owned all the land around the house except 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .. 
I 

for the side yard stretching from the house to the road. It was probably during 
this period of owner occupancy by closely related Mansfields that the two-story 
lean-to was built at the rear of the house (portions of which survive). Physical 
investigation has revealed that in terms of structure and trim this addition at 
the rear is of largely late-18th-/early-19th-century vintage, and clearly replaces 
the earlier lean-to mentioned in the records. A portion of this later lean-to was 
removed by Wallace Nutting in the course of restoration in 1915. 

At Thomas Mansfield the cordwainer's death on July 17, 1821, at the age of 
sixty years, his will drawn on March 3 of that year, as we have seen, bequeathed 
to his daughters Mary and Sarah, Mrs. Amos Mansfield and Mrs. Sarah Davis, re­
spectively, "my new house, my old house, the little barn, all the buildings about 
the old house, and the garden back of the new house ... and the yard front of 

33. 

34. 

35 . 

Ibid. , 105 : 24 . 

Ibid., 110: 257. 

Ibid., 150: 187. 
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the old house to the road. 
here for the first time. 

"36 The "little barn" (Str. #50) is mentioned 

By now, though much of the surrounding land was still in the hands of an 
interrelated network of Mansfield cousins, owing to successive probate subdivi­
sions, the old Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House retained less than an acre of 
ground. On October 29, 1825, Mary Mansfield's husband, Amos, conveyed to Timothy 
Davis, her brother-in-law, the west half of "the old house formerly belonging to 
the late Thomas Mansfield of Saugus," together with the shed, "little barn," and 
the yard "in front of the house to the road," as well as about a half acre of land 
behind the house bounded entirely by Mansfield land.37 We learn from this instru­
ment that the westerly half of the old house was then occupied by one Thomas 
Floyd, and it is important to note that this deed from Amos to Timothy for the 
west half of the old house was executed on the same day that Timothy conveyed to 
Amos the "new house" (Str. #49).38 Thus the two sisters with their husbands 
exchanged their undivided half interests for the whole title to each of the two 
separate parcels of housing bequeathed to them by their father. The "shed" (Str. 
#51) is mentioned as such for the first time. 

Timothy artd Sarah (Mansfield) Davis's daughter, Sarah Elizabeth Davis, in­
herited the west half of the old house, and she and her husband, John B. Walton, 
conveyed it on February 23, 1889, to Andrew W. Scott, who, as we have seen, had 
acquired the eastern half in 1868.39 The shed (Str. #51) and yard in front of the 
house to the road and the one-half acre behind the house are included in the 
conveyance, but there is no reference to the little barn (Str. #50), which may 
well have disappeared by this time (but see below). 

The two halves of the house were at last reunited under a single ownership 
and we are now at a period when the buildings in question appear on detailed 
property atlases. Thus we discover from the Atlas of 1884 that there is a small 
outbuilding directly behind the east end of the house (Fig. 2) that photographs 
suggest might have been the workshop (Str. #47) and perhaps Corn Barn No. 2 (Str. 
#48) combined. This building disappeared at the time of the restoration. No 
other buildings are shown on the lot. The 1905 Atlas, however, shows not only the 
structure behind the house but an extension of the lean-to at the west, and a 
small rectangular outbuilding, about the right size for a "little barn," to the 
northwest of the house (Fig. 6). It is conceivable that the 1905 Atlas, more 
detailed in many respects, is the more accurate, and that the "Little Barn" (Str. 
#50) did indeed survive into the 20th century. To compound the question, the 1905 
Atlas shows nothing directly in front of the old house, while photographs of 1915, 

36. Essex County Probate Records, 398: 181. 

37. Essex County Deeds, 499:6. 

38. There is no record of probate for Timothy Davis. 

39. Essex County Deeds, 1244:17. 
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taken before restoration, show both an early-looking shed and a small building 
with the character of a woodshed and/or chaise house in this location. The shed 
is undoubtedly Structure #51. Neither of these buildings shown in the 1915 
photograph survived very long after the restoration. 

Although the two halves of the old house were reunited in ownership, they are 
still described as separate entities in the next recorded deed for the property 
when Walter Scott, as heir and/or assignee, mortgages much of the Scott holdings 
in Saugus to the Danvers Savings Bank on August 5, 1909. The two halves of the 
Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield House are listed as parcels 8 and 16 in this instrument.40 
The bank ultimately conveyed these identical premises to George and George R. 
Niven on February 23, 1915,4 1 and the Nivens a week or two later on March 2 con­
veyed both the land and buildings to Wallace Nutting of Framingham, Massachusetts, 
the property described as that "known as the Old Iron Works House." The plot of 
land on which the house stood, as revealed by a plan filed with the deed (Fig. 7), 
measured roughly 300 by 115 feet.42 One branch of the Mansfield clan, at least, 
still bordered the property on the south. 

The history of Wallace Nutting's restoration of the Appleton/Taylor/Mansfield 
House is well known, and the next to the final chapter in the history of this 
17th-century property is that of its conveyance by Wallace Nutting, Inc., on 
April 23, 1920, to Charles L. Cooney of Boston and his wife Alice A. The nature 
of this transaction is assumed to be entirely financia1.43 On June 13, 1925, 
Charles L. Cooney•s widow conveyed one half and his estate conveyed the other half 

.. 

of the identical premises to Philip Rosenberg of Boston,44 and Rosenberg in turn 
conveyed the property to the First Ironworks Association on December 30, 1944, the 
trustees of the Henry Ford Trade School Alumni Association (who had contemplated 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I .. 
I 

moving the structure to Greenfield Village) first having released an acquired 
interest therein on September 21 of the same year.45 

40. Ibid., 1983: 211. 

41. Ibid., 2287:363. 

42. Ibid., p. 364. 

43. Ibid., 2445:136. 

44 . Ibid., 2641: 465. 

45. Ibid., 3394:535, 3382:583. (See also 3719:475.) 
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SUMMARY SHEET 

Structures Erected on the Ironworks Farm 
From Before 1639 to the Early 19th Century 

Desig- Period of First Last Gone 
nation: Name: Construction: Mention: Mention: By: 

(Str. #1) Dexter Farmhouse bef. 1639 1639 1653 1676? 

(Str. #2) Dexter Barn bef. 1647 1653 1680 ? 

(Str. #3) New Cowhouse ca. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #4) Leader/Gifford House 1647-1650 1653 1676? ? 

(Str. #5) Leader/Gifford 
Washhouse bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

.i:::. 
0 

(Str. #6) 0 New Ox House ca. 1651 ca. 1651 ca. 1651 ? 

(Str. #7) New Barn ca. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #8) Long House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #9) Thomas Wiggin House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #10) Jno. Francis House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #11) Jno. Divan House 1647-1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #12) Thomas Look House 1651 1651 1651 ? 

(Str. #13) Nicholas Pinnion House 1651 1651 1651 ? 

(Str. #14) Richard Hood House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #15) Francis Perry House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

(Str. #16) William Tingle House bef. 1653 1653 1653 ? 

- .f - - - - - - _._ - - - - - - -·-



- o:l - - - - - --- - - - - - - .,_-
Period First Last Gone 

nation: Name: Construction: Mention: Mention: --- By: 

(Str. #17) Quinton House bef. 1651 1651 1651 ? 

(Str. #18) Daniel Salmon House bef. 1651 1651 1651 ? 

(Str. #19) Jno. Vinton House ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ? 

(Str. #20) Jno. Turner House ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ? 

(Str. #21) Roger Tyler House ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ? 

(Str. #22) Richard Greene House ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ca. 1650 ? 

(Str. #23) Appleton/Taylor/ 
Mansfield House 1676-1683 1683 Extant 

(Str. #24) Habberfield Fulling 
Mill 1684-1686 1687 1709 1753 

.i::,. 
0 

(Str. #25) Habberfield Dwelling-1--1 

house 1684-1686 1687 1709 1753 

(Str. #26) Corn Mill bef. 1716 1716 1826 1834? 

(Str. #27) Brick Kitchen 1688-1724 1724 1749 1756 

(Str. #28) Long Barn bef. 1724 1724 1750 not traced 

(Str. #29) Lowermost Barn bef. 1724 1724 not traced 

(Str. #30) Sheep Barn bef. 1724 1724 not traced 

(Str. #31) Northernmost Barn bef. 1724 1724 1729 1751? 

(Str. #32) Thrashing Barn bef. 1724 1724 not traced 

(Str. #33) Corn Barn No. 1 bef. 1724 1724 not traced 

(Str. #34) Stable bef. 1724 1724 not traced 



..i::,. 
0 
N 

-

Desig­
nation: 

(Str. #35) 

(Str. #36) 

(Str. #37) 

(Str. #38) 

(Str. #39) 

(Str. #40) 

(Str. #41) 

(Str. #42) 

(Str. #43) 

(Str. #44) 

(Str. #45) 

(Str. #46) 

(Str. #4 7) 

(Str. #48) 

(Str. #49) 

(Str. #50) 

#51) -

Name: 

Cider Mill 

Thomas Mansfield I 
House 

Mansfield Fulling 
Mill 

Mansfield Clothier 
Shop 

Mansfield Dye House 

Saw Mill 

Chocolate Mil 1 

Morocco Leather 
Factory 

Thomas Mansfield III 
House 

Thomas Mansfield III 
Cow Barn 

William Roby Barn 

Shoemaker's Shop 

Work Shop 

Corn Barn No. 2 

New House 

Little Barn 

Shed - - - -

Period of 
Construction: 

bef. 1724 

1742-1753 

1742-1753 

bef. 1758 

bef. 1758 

1783-1786 

1794-1815 

1811-1812 

bef. 1821 

bef. 1811 

ca. 1745-1756 

bef. 1793 

bef. 1809 

bef. 1809 

ca. 1820 

bef. 1821 

First 
Mention: 

1724 

1753 

1753 

1758 

1758 

1786 

1815 

1812 

1821 

1811 

1756 

1793 

1809 

1809 

1821 

1821 

1825 - - -

Last 
Mention: 

1777 

1777 

1777 

1815 

1826 

1828 

1821 

1809 

1811 

1915? 

1825? 
1905? 

1889 

-
Extant 

-

Gone 
~ 

not located 

not traced 
beyond 1869 

1784 

not traced 

1784 

1826? 

1834? 

1838? 

not traced 
beyond 1860 

not traced 
beyond 1860 

1821 

1811 

1916? 

? 

1889? 
1916? 

1916 

- ,,_ 
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D.ut1t:L"'-Hs,1u.u 

HUSUlfDMH 

(1669-1728) 

-

(1) ,HAHHAH ___ __ 

(2) 1715, P1u. lfitAtG.UET Bll'IIIILL 

- - - - - - -• 

I I 
DANIEL 1'1At1VIELD ...,.DflE•"-or1no BlntlAl\.t.NSrlU.D 

(OltDWAINU: 

<ll~HR2ll 
I\A111t1t0 
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"" 
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i I 
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( . ) 
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Illustration 1. 

James Taylor Estate Division, 1724. 
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JAMES TAYLOR ESTATE DIVISION 

1724 
C A L L A ~ 0 U N T P A S T U R E 

I I I I 
I 32 ACRES AND 40 POLES I I I I I ~2 ACRES ANO 40 POLES I 13\i ACRES I 

(To SARAH TAYLOR) I I I (TO R. KELSEY' s HEIRS) l (TO ~NNA I 
I I I TAYLOR) I 

I l I I 
THE WA y TO I I I I 

ABRAHAM BURR 1 L •_s ... ,~ .. ~=================='~======~5~H~PO~L~E;S=====J!~2~7~~~P~O~LE~s~J 
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---
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5 ACRES ANO 145 POLES I ; i I~~~ I ~ 5 , •-~:: 

I 4'i (TO r1ARY TAYLOR) I ~ ~ ,~ I ~ ~ I ·g 
u T H E N E C K u 

<- 0z ~ I ;; ~ ·I -· ,,,,., I - - 0 
_, I !:!_ ,.,, l:J <( ~ I <(~ I ~ :c 
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Note: RooK 
The exact locations of Long Barn 
and Brick Kitchen are conjectural. 
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Illustration 2. 

"Saugus Centre," from 1884 Atlas. 
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ATLAS OF ESSEX COUNTY MASSACHUSETTS, 
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Illustration 3. 

Roby-Mans Id Division, 1757 . 
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Illustration 4. 

Samuel Mansfield Estate Division, 1809. 
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Illustration 5. 

Mansfield to Capen Conveyance, 1821. 
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Illustration 6. 

City of Lynn, Mass., from 1905 Atlas. 
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Illustration 7. 

Mao of Ironrnaster's House Property, 1915. 
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department 
of the Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and con­
serve our land and water, energy and minerals, fish and wild­
life, parks and recreation areas, and to ensure the wise use 
of all these resources. The Department also has major respon­
sibility for American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who live in island territories under U. S. administration. 

United States Department of the Interior/ National Park Service NPS 1198 
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