
¿Rütü * oaMl p-jlS'nu Of CflTURAL 
jRtSOURCES, NARO 
¿„Mil . *»2. 

CP-fi'i&V -1tîA.cV c

-  . ( > - ; r  r*. *' i J 4<Jt ‘ yL '. '
W<//l3S5V7

Saugus Iron Works 

A Social & Cultural History

Saugus Iron Works
Prepared for: National Park Service 

Saugus, Massachusetts

By: William M. DeMarco, “h.D.
September, 1983



property of ubrary_
D'.'/IR̂ ON of cultural 

- 1 - resources, naro___

The original design specifications for this project called 

for a detailed social/cultural history of the working community 

of the Saugus Iron Works from its founding in 1643 to its 

metamorphosis into the "Iron Works Farm" in 1682. It was also 

hoped that the social/cultural history of the surrounding 

community, as it related to the iron works, would be included.

These specifications seemed reasonable. Massachusetts has 

fine resource libraries; legal records are generally well 

preserved? geneological histories are available in several forms; 

the "Iron Works Collection" has been preserved; and much ancil­

lary research has already been done.

Given this scenario, it seemed plausable that a detailed 

social/cultural history could be prepared within a reasonable 

period of time.

SOURCES

Massachusetts Historical Society

While the Massachusetts Historical Society holdings contains 

a significant amount of material about the Saugus Iron Works, 

virtually no citations are listed under "Saugus Iron Works,"

"Lynn Iron Works" or "Hammersmith." The methods employed to 

discover cross referenced material had to be somewhat creative.

Using the list of Scotchmen employed at the Iron Works (see 

Massachusetts Historical Society Bulletin", October, 1927), I 

studied the geneology lists at the New England Historic 

Geneological Society for additional family names. Then all names
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were checked against the Historical Society catalogue. Some of 

the citations in the card catalogue led to further cross- 

re ferences.

Another method employed was to cross-reference the extensive 

index found in Hartley's Iron Works on the Saugus against the 

historical society catalogue. This, in turn, led to further 

citations.

Using both of these methods led to the discovery of the 

citations listed in the appendix to this paper. They appear here 

as they can be found in the card catalogue of the Massachusetts 

Historical Society. A careful examination of each citation 

yielded an extensive amount of information about Savage-Paine and 

Savage-Appleton litigation (1652 - 1682), as well as some gene- 

ological information, but virtually nothing about the social/ 

cultural history of Hammersmith/Saugus Iron Works.

The litigation in question has been carefully analyzed in 

several other well known sources. For information on the topic, 

see Hartley's Iron Works on the Saugus. The 1975 Cummings 

(SPNEA) report on The Iron Works Farm in Saugus, Essex County 

Massachusetts, contains a brief summary of this litigation.

New England Historic Geneological Society
The society is basically a geneological research center. It 

does maintain a collection of books and documents which are 

related to the geneologies housed in the collection. As was the 

case in the Massachusetts Historical Society catalogue, no
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references to Hammersmith, Saugus Iron Works, or Lynn Iron Works 

were found in the catalogue. Much of the original material 

uncovered in the Massachusetts Historical Society records can be 

found as duplicates here.

The major advantage of this library is its geneological 

collection. A complete list of geneologies related to the Saugus 

Iron Works has been provided in the appendix of this paper. Most 

of these geneologies were checked. They generally are more than 

a set of lists. It is from this information that I was able to 

find out, for example, that Emmanuel Downing was a shareholder of 

the iron works and uncle of John Winthrop. This is important 

information to a geneologist, but to a social historian, it is 

but a single piece of information in a thousand piece puzzle. 

Weeks of research at the "ew England Historic Geneological 

Society library failed to provide any greater degree of infor­

mation about hundreds of individuals, than the example given.

The Iron Works Collection
The Baker Library at the Harvard Business School contains 

what is described as the Iron Works Collection. This collection 

was probably the single greatest disappointment of the entire 

project. It contains two boxes of approximately 200 catalogued 

items —  items are not in sequence, and some numbers are not 

present at all. The most surprising aspect of the "collection" 

is that every item was a duplicate copy, mostly handwritten 

rather than photocopies; in most cases, the original documents
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were available at the Massachusetts Historical Society Library 

rather than at Baker.
The collection's contents are mostly land titles, copies of 

deeds, and copies of some of the legal documents from the 

Savage-Appleton litigation. There was no material that can be 

placed in the social/cultural history category except plot plans 

which do shed some light on housing patterns -- an area already 

well documented.

Other Sources

The Boston Atheneum is usually a good source of information 

for projects of this sort. A study of its catalogue, however, 

only revealed occasional duplicates with documents at the 

Massachusetts Historical Society Library.

The catalogues at the libraries in Saugus and Lynn were 

likewise checked. They revealed no new substantive data.

A project that had initially began as an attainable task 

developed into an endless progression of blind leads after a year 

of research. It was most unfortunate, but an almost endless 

series of research tasks failed to reveal any acceptable level of 

detail concerning the social/cultural history of the Saugus Iron 

Works. No where has this been more apparent and frustrating than 

in the search for the Lynn gentleman farmer Obediah Turner.
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OBEDIAH TURNER

''ames Newhall, the respected author of The History of Lynn 

(1890) [Saugus '-’as part of Lynn in the 17th Century] wrote nearly 

a century ago about the existence of a diary written by the 

politically active Lynn citizen Obediah Turner, between approxi­

mately 1640 and 1670. Newhall's book devotes one chapter to the 

Turner diary. Turner is described as living near to the Iron 

Works. He was married to an attractive woman who was well known 

in the local community. They frequently entertained the iron­

master, and other important persons. The Newhall/Turner descrip­

tions are intriguing because they provide a level of detail 

generally not available elsewhere.

There seemed to be three tasks at hand:

(1) The discovery of the actual Turner Diary

(2) The discovery of corroborating evidence concerning the 
existence of the Turner Diary

(3) The discovery of corroborating evidence concerning the 
existence of Obediah Turner.

While the discovery of the actual diary would provide an 

opportunity to personally evaluate the primary document, short of 

that, corroborating evidence of its existence would also be 

acceptable, so thorough was the Newhall analysis of the Turner 

Diary. For this very reason, even just the verification of the 

existence of an Obediah Turner of Saugus/Lynn in 1640-1670 would 

be a level of verification we could live with.

All three of these tasks seemed attainable. Historians are 

trained to be detectives of a sort, and Massachusetts is rich in 

historical documentation.
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Legal Records

Newhall identified Turner as politically active within the 

Lynn community. Since politically active in 17th century 

Massachusetts meant the person was a land owner, a visit to the 

Essex County Registry of Deeds was called for. The registry 

would have a listing of all parcels of land, and their owners. 

Careful analysis of the Lynn records for the entire 17th century 

failed to reveal the existence of an Obediah Turner. This, of 

itself, did not necessarily mean an Obediah Turner did not exist. 

Seventeenth century records were not always assiduously main­

tained. The existence of a John Turner in another section of 

Lynn late in the 17th century brought about the question that 

this may have been a son or relative of Obediah Turner. The 

Probate Court Records would list any probated property, such as 

that possibly left by Obediah Turner to his widow. While the 

Probate Records for Essex County do extend back to the period 

under study, no mention of an Obediah Turner was made in these 

records either.

Town Meeting Records

Trying to think this through, I realized that the absence of 

an Obediah Turner in both the Registry of Deeds and the Probate 

records may have simply meant that Turner's property never went 

to probate, and that the property he owned is not properly 

recorded. What Newhall did definitely say anyway was that Turner 

was active in the political life of the Town of Lynn. A careful 

scruitiny of the minutes of the Town Meetings should reveal the
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names of those in attendance; short of that, they should identify 

the names of people that held official town titles, and those 

that made public pronouncements/proposals. An analysis of the 

town meeting minutes (which have probably been unread for several 

centuries) fail to identify an Obediah Turner.

Geneology

The New England Historic Geneological Society research 

library is a veritable treasure chest of early New England gene- 

ologies. The fact that Obediah Turner was described by Newhall 

as a politically active gentleman farmer meant that there was a 

strong possibility that he would be listed in the society files.

A careful analysis of their records, and a discussion with 

several veteran staff members, failed to uncover the existence of 

the increasingly enigmatic Obediah Turner. One septogenarian 

geneologist at the society library suggested that since Turner is 

a rather common Mormon name, that a study of the Mormon files in 

Salt Lake City might be called for.

At this point, I recalled I had a friend and colleague in 

Salt Lake. A phone call to Dr Philip "otariani, director at the 

Utah Historical Society, gained a commitment from him to help 

with the project. About 10 days later, I received a letter 

stating that the Mormon Geneological Records contain no reference 

to an Obediah Turner of Lynn, Massachusetts, from 1643 to 1682. 

Their files did contain information about John Turner later in 

the 17th century —  the same John Turner whose name appeared in 

the Essex County Registry of Deeds.
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Local Historical Societies/Libraries

Some of the most obvious resources had not yet been checked: 

local historical societies and libraries. Telephone conversa­

tions and personal discussions with the research librarians and 

library directors of both Saugus and Lynn failed to shed any 

light on the location of the diary, or the existance of Obediah 

Turner. Discussions with members of the Saugus and Lynn Historic 

Commissions also proved uneventful, though people were genuinely 

intrigued by the task and eager to help.

Massachusetts Historical Society

The Massachusetts Historical Society staff members '-’ere very 

helpful. We checked through virtually every cross-referenced 

citation (see appendix) on the Iron Works and Lynn over a two 

week period, and still failed to identify an Obediah Turner, a 

cross-reference to his diary, or the diary itself.

"Iron Works Collection"

Newhall says that Turner spoke Hebrew and Greek. Such an 

educated man must certainly have at least associated regularly 

with the clergy, and, probably was educated at a college such as 

Harvard. The Harvard Libraries did not have any references to 

the Turner Diary, except as a cross-reference in Newhall's book. 

Baker Library at the Harvard Business School did, however, 

contain the "Iron Works Collection." A study of the collection 

likewise did not shed any light on the whereabouts of the diary, 

or the existence of Obediah Turner.
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CONCLUSION

While the task of finding out about the social/cultural 

history of the Saugus Iron Works had remained the same, the 

project had begun to take on a different thrust. The question of 

the whereabouts of the Turner Diary and the very existence of 

Obediah Turner were surfacing as the preeminent issues -- both 

related to the task, but far afield of the goal.

While the evidence seems to suggest that Turner and his diary 

more than likely did not exist, there is always the possibility 

that the right stone had not been overturned. This has become 

symbolic of the entire task, in a way. There may very well be a 

wealth of data available somewhere on the social and cultural 

history of the Saugus Iron Works. All I can state for certain at 

this point is that more than 1,000 hours of research has failed 

to reveal its whereabouts.

While the historian in me finds this difficult to accept, I 

harken back to the comments of a sage in a similar situation:

"You are now that must closer to making a definitive statement."



APPENDIX A: Sources



List of Saugus Iron Works References,
As Found in the Massachusetts Historical Society Catalog



Joseph Armitage
1643 (June) Photostat Armitage, Jane (wife of Joseph) 

Petition to General Court for 
Custody of the Anchor Tavern, 
Lynn

1643/4 (March 12) Photostat Joseph Armitage - Petition to 
Mass. General Court

1646 (May 6) Photostat Armitage, Joseph - Petition to 
General Court for license to draw 
wine at Lynn

1648 (October 27 ) Photostat "In Petition of Lynn"

1652 (June 2) Photostat Joseph Armitage - Deposition 
concerning Captain Wayne

1654 Photostat Joseph Armitage - Petition of 
Mass. General Court for payment 
of laborers at the Iron Works

1657 Photostat "Purchase of Iron Lands"

1679 Photostat Mary Armitage - Petition to Mass. 
General Court for leave to 
sell. . .

1679 (October 15) Photostat Godfrey Armitage - In Mary 
Armitage's Petition

1679/80 (March 15) Photostat "In Deed of Margaret Bourd"

Edward Baker
1663 (May 19) Photostat Signature on Northampton Petition

Samuel Bennett (worker)
1657 (May 5) Photostat In John Hawthorne's Deposition
1657 (July 9) Photostat In order of York Court
1660 (October 26) Photostat Petition
1661 (May 24) Photostat Testimony of M. Chamberlain



Ill .197 Deed to Thomas Marshall1673 (September 13)

1676 (December 8) Mise. Bound

1676 (December 13) IV .8

In John Newell's Testimony 

M. Chamberlain - Deposition

Nicholas Bond
1645 (June 2) Photostat Signature

Works
to letter about Iron

Dr. Robert Child

1645 ( June 2) Ph. Mass Signature
Works

to letter about Iron

1646 ( May 19) Mise. Bound Remonstrance and petition of ,
the governor, deputy governor, 
general court, etc. of Mass Bay

1646 (October 3) Ph. Mass. Arch. Remonstrance on Petition

1646 (November 9) Photostat In a declaration of the General
Court Louldin at Boston... 
concerning a remonstrance and 
petition

Thomas Clark (auditor) 

1655 (November 19)
Boston Photostat General Court on Petition

71.9.45

1656 (October 8) Mise. Bound Articles of agreement with 
Valentine Hill, concerning a 
trade in Piscataqua River

1661 ( June 9) Photostat Signature on Petition concerning 
relations with England

1661 (June 24) 71.9.61 Deed to him from Richard Potts 
and wife

1673 ( Nov. 19-25) Photostat In Council Proceedings on Dutch



1674 (April 14) Photostat Election of Magistrates

1675 (April 2) Photostat Order for imprisoning pirates

1677 Photostat Executor of Thomas Lake on Iron 
Works

1677 (April 16) Mise. Bound Deed to, from Messrs. Dillingham 
and Wing, as associates in 
purchase of Indian Land

1682 (October 10) Mise. Bound Deed to him from John Q u a s o n ,  
Sachem

1695/6 (February 20) Mise, Bound Deed to trustees of Thomas 
Smith's estate

Lionel Copley
1645 (June 2) Photostat Signature to letter about Iron 

Works

Nicholas Davison
1648 (October 27) Photostat Petition to Mass. General Court 

about Mystic Bridge

Thomas Dexter
1643/44 (March 14) Photostat Petition

1657 (August 24) Reasons as plaintiff against the 
inhabitants of Nahant

1677 18 (February 5) Photostat In petition of Richard Way

Henry Dispaw (worker/1isted as "of Lynn")
1676 (March 19) Photostat Petition to General Court

1676 (March 23) Photostat Action of Council on Petition
1676 (September 11) Photostat In petition of John Eiffard



Emmanuel Downing (shareholder and uncle of John Winthrop)
1645 (October 18) Photostat Accounts of

1647/48 Photostat In petition of Rebecca Cradock

Nathaniel Duncan (auditor)
1646 (May 20) Photostat

John Floyd
1651 (December 20) Mise. Bound

1680 (June 15) M. Chamberlain

Ezechial Fogge
1676 (May 23)

1676 (September 11)

Committee on Laws

"Certificate of Sale to Thomas 
Clap"

John Floyd: In suit between San. 
Dutch and Roger Derby

"In action of Council on petition 
of Henry Dispaw"

"In petition of John Gifford"

Thomas Foley (shareholder)
1645 (June 2) Photostat "Signature to letter about Iron

Works"

Joshua Foote (shareholder... Helped Winthrop recruit in England for 
Hammersmith... Scotsmen assigned to him)
1645 (June 2) Photostat "Signature to letter about Iron

Works"

c. 1650 Photostat "Petition of creditors of Iron
Works"

1653 (August 30) Photostat In Savage account of Iron Works



John Francis (worker)
1653 (July 12) Photostat

1653 (November 4) Misc. Bound

John Gifford
1655/56 (February 27) Photostat

John Gifford, Sr.
1654 Photostat

1654 (November 8) Photostat

1656 (May 22) Photostat

1678 (September 10) Photostat

Stephen Goodyear
1653 (October 17) Misc. Bound

"Deposition about John Gifford"

"In appraisal of iron works at 
Lynn and Braintree"

"... iron works in letter of Br. 
undertakers"

Petition to General Court 
concerning Iron Works

Vote of deputies concerning case 
of and undertakers of Iron Works

Order of Mass. General Court for 
release of from prison

Deposition concerning Iron Works

Agreement with Susanna Evance 
about payment of husband's debts

Captain William Hawthorne (has mortgage on Hammersmith)
1661 (June 8) Photostat Commission for Lynn

William Hawthorne
1652 Photostat In order of General Court for

payment

Richard Hood
1653 (November 4) Misc. Bound In appraisal of Iron Works at

Lynn and Braintree



Jeremy Houchin (Boston tanner)

1662 (May 13) Photostat Signature on petition about corn 
exports

Robert Houghton (shareholder)

1645 (June 2) Photostat Signature to letter about Iron
Works

Edward Hutchinson

c. 1650 Photostat Petition of creditors of Iron
Works

1653 (July) Photostat Petition to General Court about
Iron Works

Eliaki Hutchinson (attorney - signed "stranger's bonds" for indentured 
staff)

Richard Hutchinson (paid for share in Iron Works)

c. 1650 Photostat

1653 (August 30) Photostat

Robert Ingalls (iron craftsman) 

1648 (October 14) Photostat

Petition of creditors of Iron 
Works

In Savage account of Iron Works 

Petition

Joseph Jenks (blacksmith)

1646 (May 10) Photostat Petition to General Court for
patent on water wheel and engine 
(In 1661, his name appears on 7 
testimonies in MHS records.)

1661 (May 10) Photostat Released from prison



Edward Johnson

Many legal (land) references over 
entire state (MHS)

Thomas Kemble
(All MHS references are after 
1675 - has several stranger's 
bonds assigned: See

1675 (April 2) Photostat Bond

1681 (June 29) (p. 49) Boston strangers - Strangers Bond 
for John Fisher

Thomas Lake (auditor)
1653 (October 11) Photostat Deed of India land to

Richard Leader (America's first engineer)
1645 (June 2) Photostat In undertaker's letter to 

General Court) about Iron
(the 
Work s

1651 (December 2) Photostat Attachment against

Thomas Cook (Coaler)
1653 (November 4) Misc. Bound In appraisal of iron works at

Lynn/Braintree

Senior Lynde (auditor)
MHS has 2 dozen references 
scattered throughout eastern MA

Captain John Martin ("Master of Battery Works" )
1664 (May 20) Photostat Survey of his land grant



Richard Middlecott

1679 (November 3)

1680 (December 25) 

1682 (October 30)

p. 24 Boston Stranger - Strangers Bond for William
Habbersf ield

p. 44 Strangers Bond - Bond for John Blake 

p. 65 Strangers Bond - Bond for the cook

William Osborne (Iron Works employee) [saddler]
1682 (February 6) P. 56 Boston Stranger - In Boston Strangers Bond

William Paine
1650 (January 16) Photostat Indentures between, and John

Cogswell

John Paine (son of William above)
1663 (January 20) Jane Otis Sr. Mortgage to Sam Appleton of his

interest in the Lynn Iron Works

Robert Parsons (freeman of Lynn)
1643 (June) Photostat Signature on petition of Jane

Armitage

Francis Perry (works carpenter)
1653 (November 4) Mise. Bound In appraisal of iron works

Lynn/Braintree

John Pocock (shareholder)
1645 (June 2) Photostat Signature to letter about Iron

Works

George Pordage (son in law of Simon Lynde)
1685 (Spetember 28) p. 35 Boston Strangers - Strangers bond for

Bartholomew Sprint



Oliver Purchase (clerk)

1658 (November 2)

1678 (June 24) Photostat

1679 (October 17)

John Ramsdell (Lynn Resident)
1643 (June)

1673 (May 7)

Letter from Thomas Savage on Iron 
Works

Lynn Iron Works 

Testimony on Iron Works

Signature on pétition of Jane 
Armitage

Pétition to Massachusetts General 
Court

Thaddeus Riddan (Leader's Clerk) 
1653 (May 27) Photostat

1653 (November 4) Misc. Bound

1659 (October 21)

1663 (April 10) Photostat

1775 (January 19)

Petition to Massachusetts General 
Court

Appraisal of the Iron Works at 
Lynn

Signature - Document unclear 

Testimony on suit over Iron Works 

Inventory of Estate

Joseph Rock (Merchant
c. 1650

1653 (August 30) 

1653/4 (January 27)

1659 (October 21)

Photostat

Photostat

Photostat

Photostat

Petition creditors of Iron Works

In Savage account of Iron Works

Signature on petition of Clement 
Gross

Signature

Tobias Saunders (Ironworker)
1662 (May 9) Photostat Fine imposed on, by Massachusetts

General Court



1662 (May 10) Photostat In proposed letter from
Massachusetts General Court to 
government of Connecticut

1662 (May 13) Photostat Commitment of

Ephraim Savage (Son of Thomas)
1677 (September 20) Autograph signature

Thomas Savage (Boston Merchant)
c. 1650 Photostat Petition of creditors of Iron 

Works

1652 (May 27) Photostat In report on trade

1653 (July) Photostat Petition to General Court about 
Iron Works

1653 (August 30) Photostat Iron Works Account

1658 (November 12) Photostat To Oliver - Purchase on 
deliveries of iron to Mr. Payne

c. 1662 Signature on letter to 
Massachusetts Council urging 
sending of agents to answer 
charges of Royal Commissioners

c. 1662 Photostat Inquiries and answers of Edward 
Hutchinson about Iron Works

1663 (April 10) Photostat Testimony of Thaddeus Riddan

1664 (August 4) Photostat On petition of William Colton

1667/8 (February 13) Photostat Signature on instructions to Mr 
Purchase

1671 (December 28) Photostat Deposition

1678 (September 5) Photostat Dispute with Samuel Appleton, J 
on Iron Works

1678 (September 10) Photostat In deposition of John Gifford

1678 (September 30) Photostat In testimony of Richard Waite



1678 (October) Photostat Vote of magistrates in case of

1679 (June 4) Photostat Petition on Iron Works at Lynn

1679 (October 17) Photostat In testimony of Oliver Purchase, 
Samuel Stocker, John Floyd on 
Iron Works

1679 (October 28) Photostat Dispute with Samuel Appleton, Jr. 
on Iron Works

David Selleck (Importer of Indentured Laborers)
c. 1645 Photostat Petition to Massachusetts General 

Court

c. 1649 Photostat On Petition on Appeals

Jacob Sheafe (Attorney)
c. 1650 Photostat Petition of Creditors or Iron 

Work s

1653 (August 30) Photostat In Savage account of Iron Works

1653/4 (January 27) Photostat Signature on petition of Clement 
Gross

1657/8 Photostat Transfer of Oliver Purchase's 
interests to in Iron Works to 
William Payne

1658 (May 20) Photostat In answer to John Gifford's 
petition

1661 (May 20) Photostat In deed of Margaret Sheafe

Margaret Sheafe (Daughter of Henry Webb/wife of Jacob Sheafe)
c. 1650 Photostat Name on petition in behalf of

Mrs. Tilley

Photostat Deed1661 (May 20)

1662 (May 10) Photostat Petition to Massachusetts General 
Court



John Smith (Worker)
1678 (April 16) Photostat Signature on report of committee 

on Boston/Lynn Boundary

Cornelius Stenwick (Worker)
1674 (April 4) Photostat In information of Isaac Milyen

Samuel Stocker (Savage's tenant)
1679 (October 17) Photostat Testimony on Iron Works

Anthony Stoddard (Attorney)
c. 1650 Photstat Petition of Creditors of Iron 

Works

1653 (July) Photostat Petition to General Court about 
Iron Works

1653 (August 30) Photostat In Savage account of Iron Works

1658 (May 20) Photostat In answer to John Eifford's 
petition

1661 (May 21) Photostat In deed of John Everel

c. 1662 Photostat Inquiries and answers of Edward 
Hutchinson

1672/3 Narration of the occasion of what 
Richard Bellingham's executors 
have done in reference to Mrs. 
Bellingham

1676 (October 20) Photostat On account of dispersements on 
ship
"Antonio"

George Taylor (investor)
c. 1643 Photostat Signature on petition

1654 (June 18) Mise. Bound Deposition



Thomas Tower (clerk

1653 (November 4) Mise. Bound

1661 (April 30) Photostat

John

1665

Henry

Turner (Finer) 

(August 17)

Webb (Shareholder)

1641 (December 10) Misc. Bound

1646 (December 9) Misc. Bound

1653 (August 30) Photostat

1654 (October) Photostat

1657/8 (February 4) Photostat

1658 (May 20) Photostat

1660 (April 5) Misc. Bound

1660 (September 25) Misc. Bound

1663 (April 10) Photostat

1678 (August 18) Photostat

1678 (September 30) Photostat

1679 (October 17) Photostat

William White (Ironmaker)

Photostat

In appraisal of the Iron Works at 
Lynn

Testimony of

In deed of James Leonard

Bill of sale to from Edward Tyng

Deed to from Edward Tyng

In Savage account of Iron Works

Petition to Massachusetts General 
Court

Transfer of interest in Iron 
Works to William Payne

In answer to John Eifford's 
petition

Extract from the will of Henry 
Webb

An inventory of the estate of 
Henry Webb

In testimony of Thaddeus Riddan

In Samuel Appleton, Jr.'s reasons 
for appeal

In testimony of Richard Waite 

In testimony of Oliver Purchase

Petition to General Court for 
removal of fine for selling beer 
without license

c. 1645



1664 (October 5) Photostat Signature

John Winthrop, Jr.
1645 (May 14) Photostat On Iron Works

1645 (May 14) Photostat Resolution on Iron Works

John Wright (Superintendent of Gifford Iron Works)
1676 (September 11) Photostat In petition of John Gifford



List of Persons Related to the Saugus Iron Works 
Whose Genealogical History is Recorded in the 

New England Historical and Genealogical Register



William Abree (or Aubrey)

Joseph Armitage (iron works worker)

Mary Armitage (wife of Joseph)

Edward Baker (Lynn resident)

Richard Bayley (worker)

Theophilus Bayley (boatman)

Thomas Beale (worker)

John Beck (a.k.a. Beecx or Beeck) - London shareholder 

William Becke (shareholder)

Samuel Bennett (worker)

Thomas Billington (forge helper)

John Blano [a.k.a. Blaney] (Gifford's clerk)

Nicholas Bond (investor)

Joseph Boueye [a.k.a. Bovie] (worker)

Thomas Chadwell (shipright)

Dr. Robert Child (shareholder)

Thomas Clark (auditor)

George Coales [a.k.a. Cole] (boatman)

Clement Coldam [a.k.a. Coldham] (miller)

Lionel Copby (shareholder)

Nicholas Davison (auditor)

James Dewey (shareholder)

Thomas Dexter (owner of land on Saugus River)

John Dimond [a.k.a. Diamond] (worker)

Henry Dispaw [a.k.a. Dispau] (worker)



John Diven (potter)

Emmanuel Downing (shareholder and uncle of John Winthrop)

Nathaniel Duncun [a.k.a. Duncan] (auditor)

James Fairbanks (forge helper)

John Flood (forge hand)

John Floyd (attorney) [see other sheet... already done]

Peres Forbes (great grandson of James Leonard)

Ezekiel Fogg(e)

Thomas Foley (shareholder)

Joshua Foote (shareholder... helped Winthrop recruit in England for

Hammersmith...Scottsman assigned to him)

John Francis (worker)

John Gifford, Sr.

Stephen Goodyear

John Gorum [a.k.a. Gorham] (Iron Works employee)

Mark Graves (boatman)

Thomas Graves (boatman)

Captain John Greene (of ship "John and Sara")

Samuel Harte [a.k.a. Hart] (coaler)

Captain William Hathorne (has mortgage on Hammersmith)

Adam Hawkes (Mass, farmer)

William Hawthorne 

Daniel Hemingway

Joshua Hewes [a.k.a. Hughs] (shareholder)

William Hiccocks [a.k.a. Hickock] (shareholder)



Cornelius Holland (administrator)

Richard Hood (sawyer)

Jeremy Houchin [a.k.a. Howkin] (Boston tanner)

Robert Houghton (shareholder)

Ephraim Howe (boatman)

John Hubbard (set up iron works in Massachusetts)

Edward Hutchinson (assistant in Iron Works)

Eliakim Hutchinson (attorney)

Richard Hutchinson (paid for share in Iron Works)

Ann Ingalls

Robert Ingalls (iron craftsman)

Joseph Jenks (blacksmith)

Edward Johnson (Wonder - working Providence) (Charlestown

merchant... Scots, servants assigned to h 

Thomas Lake (auditor)

John Lambert (boatman)

Ralph Lane

David Leader (father of Richard)

Richard Leader (America's first engineer)

James Leonard (finer)

Thomas Leonard 

James Leonard II 

Zepheniah Leonard 

Elkanah Leonard

Eliphalet Leonard



Eliphalet Leonard II 

Eliphalet Leonard III 

Jonathan Leonard 

Henry Leonard (worker)

Nathaniel Leonard 

Samuel Leonard 

Thomas Leonard

Marc Lescarbot [a.k.a. Les Escarbot]

Christopher Levett [a.k.a. Levitt]

Thomas Look (coaler)

Dimon Lynde (auditor)

John March (set up fulling mill)

Captain John Martin ("master of Battery Works") 

Richard Middlecott 

John Moddy

Samuel Moody (shareholder)

James Moore (Scot)

Thomas Morton

Richard Mower (Lynn resident)

Lodowick Muggleton

Thomas Newall [a.k.a. Newell]

William Osborne (Iron Works employee)

William Paine (Boston merchant)

John Paine (son of William)

John Parker (sawyer)



Anthony Parkhurst

Robert Parsons (freeman of Lynn)

Francis Perry (works carpenter)

Robert Petley (partner of David Leader)

Nicholas Pinnion (forge carpenter)

Thomas Pinnion

John Pocock (shareholder)

George Pordage (son in law of Lynde)

Richard Post (furnace specialist)

Henry Culs Powle [a.k.a. Powell]

Richard Pray (coaler)

Oliver Purchas [a.k.a. Purchase] (clerk)

Thomas Pury [a.k.a. Purrey] (shareholder)

Nathaniel Putnam

John Ramsdell (Lynn resident)

John Reeve

Thaddeus Riddan (Leader's clerk)

Joseph Rock (Salem merchant)

Ralph Russell (forge helper)

Daniel Salmon (farm operator)

Tobias Saunders (worker)

Ephraim Savage (son of Thomas)

Thomas Savage (Boston merchant)

Rowland Searchfield (shareholder)

David Selleck (importer of indentured laborers)



Jacob Sheafe

Margaret Sheafe (Webb's daughter)

George Sitwell (offered to build forge)

John Smedley (clerk)

John Smith (worker)

Richard Smith (collier)

Cornelius Steenwyck [a.k.a. Van Steenwyck]

Henry Stiche [a.k.a. Stich] (worker)

Samuel Stocker (Savage's tenant)

Anthony Stoddard 

George Taylor 

Thomas Tower 

Henry Tucker (coaler)

John Turner (finer)

Roger Tyler (furnace specialist)

William Tyng [a.k.a. Tynge] (shareholder)

William Vaughan 

Blaise Vinton (worker)

Henry Webb (shareholder)

Thomas Wenman (worker)

William White (ironmaker)

Josias Winslow (attorney)

John Winthrop

John Winthrop the Younger

John Wright (superintendent of Gifford Iron Works)



APPENDIX B: Related Documents



Boston Stranger's Collection, MHS, Voi. V 1670-1700, p.24.



Boston Strangers Collection, MHS, Voi. V, 1670-1700, p.49



Boston Strangers Collection, MHS, Voi. V, 1670-1700, p.56.

Boston Strangers Collection, MHS, Vol.V, 1670-1700, p.65.



Photostat of Thomas Savage Account 
of the Iron Works, August 30, 1653 
(Massachusetts Historical Society)
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Appraisal of the Saugus Iron Works, 
November 4, 1653 (MHS, Miscellaneous 
Bound)
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SCOTCH DEPORTED TO NEW ENGLAND, 1651-52
(From: Massachusetts Historical Society 

Bulletin, October, 1927: 4-27.)



Scotch Prisoners deported to N ew E ngland b y  
C romwell, 1651-52

P r is o n e r s  fr o m  th e  B a t t l e  o f  D u n b a r .

A s  a n  a f t e r m a t h  o f  th e  C iv i l  W a r  in  E n g la n d  w e  a r e  in ­

d e b te d  to  C r o m w e ll  fo r  b e tw e e n  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  

S c o t t is h  p r is o n e r s  o f  w a r ,  c a p t u r e d  a t  t h e  b a t t le s  o f  D u n b a r  

a n d  W o r c e s t e r ,  w h o m  h e  tr a n s p o r t e d  to  N e w ' E n g la n d  t o  b e  

s o ld  a s  s la v e s .  T h i s  f a c t  h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a l ly  k n o w n , b u t  t h e r e  

h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a n  a c c o u n t  in  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  t r a n s a c t io n ,  a s  

f a r  a s  I  a m  a w a r e ,  a n d  th is  s h o r t  r e la t io n  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s  

w h ic h  b r o u g h t  i t  a b o u t  is  in t e n d e d  to  p l a c e  in  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  

o r d e r  th e  s a l ie n t  f a c t s  in  th e  c a s e ,  b o t h  f r o m  t h e  E n g l i s h  

b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  th e  lo c a l  s t a g e  w h e r e  t h e  f in a l  s c e n e s  w e r e  

e n a c te d .

H a v in g  d e f e a t e d  t h e  R o y a l i s t s  in  E n g la n d  a n d  b e h e a d e d  

t h e  K i n g  in  1 6 4 9 , C r o m w e ll  p r o c e e d e d  to  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  

I r e la n d ,  w h e r e  h is  f a n a t ic a l  “  c r o p p ie s  ”  s p e n t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

s u m m e r  in  t u r n in g  t h a t  c o u n t r y  in to  a  b lo o d y  s h a m b le s .  D e ­

fe n d e d  o r  d e fe n c e le s s  to w n s  w e r e  la id  lo w  a n d  h is  b u t c h e r ie s  

s p a r e d  n e ith e r  th e  a r m e d  n o r  u n a r m e d . T h e  p io u s  P u r i t a n  

le a d e r ,  f e e l in g  t h a t  h e  h a d  w ip e d  o u t  t h e  h a t e d  C a t h o l i c s ,  fo r  

a  g e n e r a t io n  a t  le a s t ,  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  a  n e w  c h a l le n g e  in  h is



r u t h le s s  p r o g r e s s .  T h e  S c o t t i s h  P a r l ia m e n t  h a d  p r o c la im e d  

th e  y o u t h f u l  P r in c e  C h a r l e s ,  th e n  a  f u g it iv e  a t  th e  H a g u e ,  a s  

t h e ir  K i n g .  T h e  p r o c la m a t io n  w a s  p r o v is io n a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e ­

q u ir in g  h im  t o  s u b s c r ib e  t o  t h e i r  C o v e n a n t ,  a n d  a c c e p t  P a r l i a ­

m e n t a r y  d i r e c t io n  in  c iv i l  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  lo o k  to  th e  P r e s b y t e r ia n  

A s s e m b l y  f o r  a d v ic e  in  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  m a t t e r s .  E m b a r r a s s in g  

a s  w e r e  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  t h e  P r i n c e  d e c id e d  to  c o m p ly  w i t h  th e m , 

a n d  t h is  s i t u a t io n  c r e a t e d  a  n e w  m e n a c e  to  th e  C o m m o n ­

w e a l t h  a n d  t o  C r o m w e l l .  W i t h  h is  v e t e r a n s  fr o m  I r e la n d  a s  

a  n u c le u s  t h e  e a g e r  a n d  in s a t ia b le  “  N o l l  ”  g a t h e r e d  a n  a r m y  

o f  a b o u t  s ix t e e n  t h o u s a n d , o f  w h ic h  a  t h ir d  w e r e  m o u n te d  

tr o o p s .  W i t h  t h e s e  h e  in v a d e d  th e  l a s t  k in g d o m  r e m a in in g  

lo y a l  t o  t h e  S t u a r t s ,  a n d  r e a c h in g  E d in b u r g h ,  a f t e r  s o m e  s k i r ­

m is h in g , h e  m a r c h e d  h is  a r m y  to  D u n b a r ,  a  to w n  o n  th e  e a s t  

c o a s t  o f  S c o t la n d ,  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  th e  F i r t h  o f  F o r t h .  B y  th is  

t im e  h is  n e w  l e v ie s  w e r e  r a p id l y  d e c r e a s in g  in  n u m b e r s  

t h r o u g h  d is e a s e  a n d  t h e  f a t ig u e s  o f  c a m p a ig n in g  in  fo r c e d  

m a r c h e s .  S u p p lie s  c o u ld  o n l y  r e a c h  h im  a t  D u n b a r  b y  s e a , 

a s  G e n e r a l  D a v i d  L e s l ie ,  in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t e r s ,  h a d  

s e iz e d  t h e  p a s s e s  w h ic h  f u r n is h e d  t h e  o n ly  r e t r e a t  fr o m  

S c o t la n d  t o  D u r h a m  a n d  B e r w ic k - o n - T w e e d .  L e s l i e ’s t r o o p s  

o u t n u m b e r e d  C r o m w e l l ’s a r m y ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  u n d is c ip l in e d  

c la n s m e n  o f  t h e  H ig h la n d  c h ie f t a in s ,  u n u s e d  to  w a r  in  its  

s c ie n t i f ic  a s p e c t ,  a n d  th e  S c o t t is h  G e n e r a l  d e c id e d  a g a in s t  

g iv in g  b a t t l e  in  t h e  o p e n , h o p in g  to  s t a r v e  o u t  C r o m w e ll ,  w h o  

w a s  t h e n  h e m m e d  in  o n  t h e  n a r r o w  p e n in s u la  o f  D u n b a r .

M e a n w h i l e  t h e  y o u n g  C h a r l e s  h a d  a r r iv e d  fr o m  H o lla n d , 

a n d  j o in e d  t h is  m o t le y  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  to  th e  g r e a t  j o y  

o f  th e  c la n s m e n , a n d  m a d e  h im s e lf  p o p u la r  b y  s h a r in g  th e ir  

r o u g h  c a m p  l i f e  a n d  e n g a g in g  in  s o m e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  s k ir m is h e s  

o f  th e  o u t p o s t s .  T h e s e  “  b r a w  la d d ie s  ”  s h o w e d  t h e ir  p r e f e r ­

e n c e  f o r  h is  le a d e r s h ip  o v e r  th e  c a p p e d  a n d  g o w n e d  c o m ­

m it t e e  o f  a r g u m e n t a t iv e  C o v e n a n t e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  b u s y  p u r g in g  

th e  f o r c e  o f  “  u n b e lie v e r s  ”  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  e l im in a te d  a ll ,  o r  

m o s t , o f  t h e  t r a in e d  s o ld ie r s .  T h e n ,  s a t is f ie d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

a n  a r m y  o f  a p p r o v e d  s a in t s ,  t h e y  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  th e  K i n g  

r e t ir e  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  a n d  l e a v e  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  th e  c a m p a ig n  

to  t h e m . L e s l ie ,  w is h in g  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a  f a v o r a b le  

o p p o r t u n i t y ,  p r o p o s e d  t o  a t t a c k  C r o m w e ll  o n  S u n d a y ,  S e p t ,  

i ,  1 6 5 0 , b u t  t h e  D o m in ie s  w o u ld  n o t  p e r m it  h im  to  b r e a k  th e



S a b b a t h  e v e n  fo r  th is  d e s ir a b le  p u r p o s e .  N i g h t  a n d  d a y  

th e s e  th e o lo g ic a l  c r u s a d e r s  h a d  b e e n  w r e s t l in g  w it h  t h e  L o r d  

a n d  f in a l ly  h a d  a  “  r e v e la t io n  ”  in  p r a y e r  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  o f  

H o s t s  w o u ld  d e l iv e r  A g a g  ( C r o m w e l l )  in t o  t h e ir  h a n d s .  

T h e y  o r d e r e d  L e s l ie  t o  a t t a c k  o n  th e  m o r r o w  ( T u e s d a y ) .  

D e s c e n d in g  fr o m  t h e  h e ig h t s  o f  L a m m e r m o o r ,  w h ic h  o v e r ­

lo o k e d  th e  c a m p  o f  C r o m w e ll ,  h e  r e a c h e d  th e  P la in  o f  D u n ­

b a r .  C r o m w e ll ,  o b s e r v in g  th e  m o v e m e n t , d id  n o t  n e e d  a n y  

“  r e v e la t io n  ”  to  te ll  h im  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  o f  H o s ts  w a s  a b o u t  to  

d e l iv e r  th e m  in t o  h is  h a n d s . H e  h a d  b e e n  w a it in g  fo r  t h a t  

h o u r  a s  h is  o n ly  s a lv a t io n .  H e  g a v e  th e  c o m m a n d  f o r  a n  

im m e d ia t e  a t t a c k  in  f o r c e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  g r e a t l y  in f e r io r  in  

n u m b e r s  h is  d is c ip l in e d  t r o o p s  s o o n  s h o w e d  th e ir  s u p e r i o r i t y  

o v e r  t h e  u n t r a in e d ,  b u t  b r a v e  c la n s m e n . L e s l i e ’s  a r m y  w a s  

r o u te d , a n d  th e  c a v a l r y  o f  C r o m w e ll  p u r s u e d  th e  d i s o r g a n ­

iz e d  C o v e n a n t e r s  fo r  e ig h t  m ile s  w i t h  g r e a t  s la u g h t e r  T h e  

c h ie f ,  i f  n o t  th e  o n ly ,  r e s is ta n c e  to  h is  o n s la u g h t  w a s  m a d e  b y  

a  r e g im e n t  o f  H ig h la n d e r s ,  w h o  f o u g h t  w it h  g r e a t  d e s p e r a ­

t io n , a s  t h e y  h a d  le a r n e d  fr o m  h is  c o n q u e s t  o f  I r e la n d  t h a t  

C r o m w e ll  w o u ld  p u t  p r is o n e r s  t o  t h e  s w o r d  a n d  t h r u s t  h o t  

ir o n s  t h r o u g h  w o m e n ’s  b r e a s t s .  T h r e e  t h o u s a n d  S c o t s  fe l l  

in  th is  d is a s t e r ,  f ig h t in g  h o p e le s s ly  to  t h e  l a s t .  T e n  t h o u s a n d  

w e r e  t a k e n  p r is o n e r s .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  la t t e r  w e r e  s o  e x ­

h a u s te d  b y  t h e ir  f l ig h t  a n d  d is a b le d  b y  w o u n d s  t h a t t h e y  w e r e  

r e le a s e d . C r o m w e ll  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  h a d  lo s t  o n ly  t w e n t y  m e n  

in  th is  b a t t le ,  a n d  h e  h a d  e v e r y  r e a s o n  to  b e l ie v e ,  a s  J o s h u a  

h a d  b e l ie v e d  in  h is  b a t t le s  w it h  th e  C a n a a n i t e s ,  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  

o f  H o s t s  h a d  g iv e n  h im  th e  v ic t o r y .  T h e  b a t t le  c r y  o f  L e s l i e ’s 

t r o o p s  w a s  “  T h e  C o v e n a n t ,”  w h i le  C r o m w e l l ’s  “  c r o p p ie s  ”  

s h o u te d  “  T h e  L o r d  o f  H o s t s .”  T h e  p e o p le  o f  S c o t la n d  lo n g  

r e m e m b e r e d  th is  d e b a c le  a s  “  T h e  R a c e  o f  D u n b a r .”

T h e  f o l lo w in g  le t t e r ,  w r it t e n  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  to  

t h e  H o n . W i l l ia m  L e n t h a l l ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  P a r l ia m e n t  o f  

E n g la n d ,  p r e s e n t s  a  v i v i d  s k e t c h  o f  it  in  a  f e w  w o r d s .1

D unbar, Sep. 3, 1630.

S i r , —  I  in tim a ted  u n to  y o u  b efo re , th a t o u r d ra w in g  o ff from  
M u sselb u rg h  m igh t tem p t th e  E n e m y  to d ra w  o u t, w h ich  a c c o r d in g ly  
th e y  d id ; an d  th e  rath er, fo r th a t th e y  w ere  in fo rm ed , as  so m e o f 

1 Parliamentary History of England, x ix . 341-2.



th e ir  P riso n ers  co n fe ss , w e  h a d  ship p ed  ou r T ra in  o f  A rtille ry , 
w h ich  w a s  a  m ista k e  o f  th e m , fo r  i t  w as th e  600 s ick  S o ld iers o f  
th e  F lu x  th a t I  h a d  s h ip p ’d  th a t  M o rn in g ; So th e y  m a rch ’d a fte r  
u s, w ith  H o rse , F o o t, a n d  T r a in , w ith in  a  M ile  o f  D u n b a r , w h ere 
b o th  A rm ie s  s to o d  in  B a t t a l ia  a ll  N ig h t;  o n ly  in  th e  M o rn in g , 
a b o u t T w o  o ’C lo c k , w e  g a v e  th em  a  h o t A la rm , an d  so g o t the 
W in d  o f  th e m ; a n d  th is  M o rn in g  a b o u t tw ilig h t th e  G en era l 
a d v a n c e d  w ith  th e  A r m y , a n d  ch arg e d  th em  b o th  in  the V a lle y  
a n d  o n  th e  H ill. T h e  B a t t le  w a s  v e r y  fierce fo r the T im e , one 
P a r t  o f  th e ir  B a tta lia  s to o d  v e r y  s t illy  to it , b u t th e  rest w as 
p r e s e n tly  ro u ted .

I  n e v e r  b eh eld  a  m o re  te rr ib le  C h a rg e  o f F o o t th an  w a s g iven  
b y  o u r A r m y , o u r F o o t  a lo n e  m a k in g  th e  S co ts  F o o t g iv e  G ro u n d  
fo r  th re e  Q u a rte rs  o f  a  M ile  to g eth er. W e  h a v e  a ll th e ir  G u n s, 
T r a in , B a g  a n d  B a g g a g e , a n d  b e a te n  them  c le a r  o u t o f  th e  F ie ld , 
H ills  a n d  V a lle y s ;  an d  o u r  A r m y  is now  a t th e  lea st e ig h t M ile s  
in  P u r s u it  o f  th e ir  H o rse , th e ir  F o o t  b ein g  ta k en  w h o lly . I t  w as 
a  h a p p y  an d  sea so n a b le  V ic t o r y ,  and  G od  a p p eared  in  M a n ’s 
g re a te s t  W e a k n e ss, th e y  c a m e  w ith  C o n fid en ce  th a t a ll w a s  th e ir  
ow n . T h e y  h ad  p o ssest th e  P a s s  a t  C o p p ersp a lh  to  h in der our 
M a r c h  to  B e r w ick , th in k in g  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  run a w a y .

I  s h a ll  n ot d escen d  to P a r tic u la r s , t ill  w e  h a ve  a  p a rticu la r  
'A c c o u n t o f  th e  P riso n ers  a n d  S la in . In d eed , w hen  our H e a rts  
began  to  fa il, th en  d id  th e  L o rd  begin  to  a p p e ar. F o u rtee n  h u n ­
dred  s ic k  M e n  h a v e  I  in  a l l  sen t to  B erw ick  an d  N ew ca stle , an d  
m a n y  h u n d red s a re  w o n d e rfu l s ic k  in th e  A rm y . C o n sid e rin g  those 
•who h a v e  d ied  a n d  o th e rw is e  le ft  th e  A rm y , and  th e  S cots  
d o u b lin g  th e  N u m b e r, th e  m o re  th e  L o rd  w a s seen in the V ic to r y . 
T h e y  cam e fu ll o f  R e v e n g e  in  th e ir  H e a rts  to  c u t us off w ith o u t 
M e r c y ;  th e y  h a v in g  in  th e  E v e n in g  b efo re  ta k en  40 o f C o lo n el 
P rid e 's  M e n , th a t  w e n t to  possess a  H o u se, th e y  cu t th em  a n d  
m a n g le d  them  in  a  m o st b a r b a r o u s  M a n n er a fte r  th e y  h ad  g iv e n  
th em  Q u a rte r. Y o u  sh a ll h e a r  su d d en ly  fu rth e r  from  Y o u r  m ost 
h u m b le  S e rv a n t,

Jo. Rushworth.

T h e  a b le - b o d ie d  p r is o n e r s ,  f iv e  t h o u s a n d  in  n u m b e r , w e r e  

m a r c h e d  d o w n  to  D u r h a m  a n d  N e w c a s t le - o n - T y n e .  T h e  

C a t h e d r a l  a t  D u r h a m  w a s  c o n v e r t ed  in t o  a  p r is o n  a n d  t h e r e  

t h e s e  u n t o r t u n a t e  H i g h l a n d e r s  w e r e " d e s t in e d  to  s p e n d  a n  in -  

d e f in it e  p e r io d  a s  c a p t i v e s  o f  w a r .  T h e i r  d is p o s it io n  w a s  a  

p r o b le m  b o t h  fr o m  a  s a n i t a r y  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  s t a n d p o in t .  T h i s  

" n o b le  e d if ic e  w a s  n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  to  h o u s e  th o u s a n d s  o f  m e n



d a y  a n d  n ig h t  a n d  a  d e c is io n  h a d  t o  b e  r e a c h e d  r a p id ly .  T h e  

C o u n c i l  o f  W a r  in  L o n d o n  w a s  d is c u s s in g  w h a t  d is p o s it io n  

c o u ld  b e  m a d e  o f  s u c h  p r is o n e r s  a s  c o u ld  b e  r e le a s e d  w i t h o u t  

m i l i t a r y  d is a d v a n t a g e  to  t h e  C o m m o n w e a lt h .  T r a n s p o r t a -  

t io n  o f  c o n v ic t s  b e y o n d  th e  s e a  w a s  a n  a c c e p t e d  p o l i c y  o f  l o n g  

s t a n d in g  a n d  th e  C o lo n ie s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  V ir g in ia  a n d  th e  W e s t  

I n d ia  is la n d s  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  t h is  p u r p o s e  in  t h e  p a s t .  

R e p r e s e n t a t io n s  w e r e  m a d e  th a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  C o lo n ie s  w e r C  

in  n e e d  o f  la b o r e r s ,  a n d  th is  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a n  e x c e l le n t  w a y  

o f  d is p o s in g  o f  a s  m a n y  a s  t h e s e  n e w  p la n t a t io n s  c o u ld  a s ­

s im ila t e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  s e iz e d  o n  w it h o u t  m u c h  h e s it a t io n .  O n  

S e p te m b e r  1 9 , 1 6 5 0 , t h e  C o u n c i l  s e n t  a n  o r d e r  to  S ir  A r t h u r  

H a s e lr ig g e ,  in  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p r is o n e r s ,  t o  d e l iv e r  to  S a m u e l  

C l a r k e ,  fo r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  to  V ir g in ia ,  n in e  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e  

S c o tc h m e n  a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  m o r e  fo r  N e w  E n g l a n d , 

t h e  l a t t e r  u n d e r  th e  c h a r g e  o f  J o s h u a  F o o t e  a n d  J o h n  R e c x  o f  

L o n d o n , w h o  w e r e  in t e r e s te d  a s  m a n a g e r s  o f  t h e  ir o n  w o r k s 

a t  L v n n . A  m o n th  la t e r  H a s e lr ig g e  w a s  o r d e r e d  to  s e n d  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  h u n d r e d  o f  th e s e  m e n , H ig h la n d e r s  e x c e p t e d ,  to  

th e  s o u t h e r n  a n d  w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  I r e la n d  fo r  lik .e  d is p o s i t io n .2

A c k n o w le d g in g  th e s e  o r d e r s ;  S ir  A r t h u r  c o m m u n ic a t e d  t o  

th e  P a r l ia m e n t  a  lo n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o n d it io n  o f  t h e  u n ­

f o r t u n a t e s :  3
N ewcastle, Oct. 31, 1650.

G en tlem en , —  I received  y o u r  L e tte r , d a ted  the 26th o f O cto b e r .  
In  th a t y o u  desire m e th a t 2300 o f th e  S co ts  P riso n ers, n o w  a t  
D u rh a m  or e lsew h ere, a b le  an d  fit  fo r  F o o t S e rv ic e , b e  s e le cte d  
an d  m arch ed  th en ce to C h ester  a n d  L iv e rp o o l, to  b e  s h ip p ’d fo r  
th e  S o u th  a n d  W e s t o f  Ire la n d ;  a n d  th a t I  sh o u ld  ta k e  s p e c ia l 
C a re  n o t to  send a n y  H ig h la n d ers: I  am  n ecessita ted , u p o n  th e  
R e ce ip t o f  th is , to g iv e  y o u  a  fu ll A c c o u n t c o n cern in g  th e  P riso n ers .

A ft e r  th e  B a tt le  a t  D u n b a r, in S co tla n d , m y  L o rd -G e n e ra l w r o te  
to  m e, th a t  th ere w ere a b o u t 9000 P riso n ers , a n d  th a t o f  th e m  
he h a d  set a t  L ib e r ty  a ll tho se th a t w ere w o u n d ed , a n d , as  h e  
th o u g h t, d isab led  fo r fu tu re  S e rv ice ; a n d  th e ir  N u m b e r  w a s, a s  
M r . D o w n in g  w ro te , 5100 . T h e  rest th e  G en era l sent to  N e w ca stle ,

2 Cal. State Papers, Domestic, 1650; Orders in Council, 346. It was 
thought that the Highlanders, being ethnologically Gaelic, would not fight 
against their kin in Ireland.

8 Parliamentary History, x ix . 417-21. The Dictionary of National 
Biography, x x v x  292, gives Hesilrige or Haselrig as proper forms of the 
name, but Haselrigge was the usual manner of spelling at the time.



co n d u cted  to  B erw ick  b y  M a jo r  H o p so n , an d  from  B erw ick  to  
N ew ca stle  b y  som e F o o t o u t o f  th a t  G arriso n , an d  a  T r o o p  o f 
H o rse .

W h e n  th e y  cam e to  M o r p e th ,  the P rison ers b ein g  p u t  in to  a  
la rg e  w a ll ’d  G a rd en , th e y  e a t  u p  raw  C a b b a g e s, L e a v e s  a n d  R o o ts , 
so m a n y , a s  th e  v e r y  S eed  a n d  L a b o u r, a t  4 d  a  d a y , w a s  v a lu e d  
a t 9 l ,  w h ich  C a b b a g e  ( th e y  h a v in g  fa sted , as th e y  th em selves said , 
n ear e ig h t D a y s )  p o iso n ’d  th e ir  B o d ie s; fo r as th e y  w ere  co m in g 
from  th e n ce  to  N ew ca stle , som e d ied  b y  th e  W a y -S id e ; w h en  th e y  
cam e to  N ew ca stle , I  p u t  th em  in to  the g re a te st C h u rch  in th e  
T o w n ; a n d  th e  n e x t M o rn in g  w h en  I  sen t them  to  D u rh a m , a b o u t 
140 w ere  s ic k , a n d  n o t a b le  to  m a rch ; th ree  d ied  th a t N ig h t , an d  
som e f e l l  d o w n  in  th e ir  M a r c h  from  N ew ca stle  to  D u rh a m , a n d  
d ied . I  h a v in g  sen t m y  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l an d  m y  M a jo r  w ith  
a  s tro n g  G u a rd  b o th  o f  H o rs e  a n d  F o o t, th e y  b e in g  th ere  to ld  in to  
th e  g re a t C a th e d ra l C h u rc h , w ere  co u n ted  to  no m ore th a n  3000; 
a lth o u g h  C o l. F e n w ick  w ro te  m e, th a t th ere w ere  a b o u t 3500: 
B u t I  b e lie v e  th e y  w ere n o t  to ld  a t  B erw ick , a n d  as to  m o st o f  
tho se th a t w ere  lost, it  w a s  in  S co tla n d ;  fo r I  h eard  th a t th e  O fficers 
w ho m a rc h ’d w ith  th em  to  B e r w ic k ,  w ere n ecessita ted  to  k ill  a b o u t 
30, fe a r in g  th e  L o ss  o f  th e m  a ll, fo r th e y  fe ll dowm in  g re a t N u m ­
bers, a n d  sa id  th e y  w ere n o t a b le  to m arch , and  th e y  b ro u g h t th em  
fa r  in  th e  N ig h t , so th a t d o u b tle ss  m a n y  ran  a w a y .

W h e n  I  sen t th em  first to  D u rh a m , I  w ro te  to the M a y o r , an d  
d esired  h im  to  ta k e  C a r e  th a t  th e y  w a n ted  fo r  n o th in g  th a t  w as 
fit fo r  P riso n ers; a n d  w h a t  h e  should  d isb u rse for them  I w o u ld  
re p a y  it .  I  a lso  sen t them  a  d a ily  S u p p ly  o f  B re a d  from  N ew ca stle , 
an d  an  A llo w a n c e  e q u a l to  w h a t h ad  been g iv en  to  form er P riso n ­
ers; b u t  th e ir  B o d ie s  b e in g  in fe cted , the F lu x  in creased  a m o n g 
th em . I  sen t m a n y  O fficers  to  lo o k  to th em , an d  ord ered  th o se 
w h o w ere  s ic k  to  b e  re m o v e d  o u t o f  th e  C a th e d ra l C h u rch  in to  
th e  B is h o p ’s C a s tle , w h ic h  b elo n gs to  M rs . B la ck is to n . C o o k s  
w ere p ro v id e d , an d  th e y  h a d  P o tta g e  m ade w ith  O a tm ea l, B e e f 
an d  C a b b a g e , a  fu ll Q u a r t  a t  a  M e a l fo r  e v e r y  P riso n er: T h e y  
h a d  a lso  C o a ls  d a ily  b ro u g h t them , as m a n y  as m ade a b o u t 100 
F ire s  b o th  N ig h t  a n d  D a y ,  an d  S tra w  to lie  upo n. I  a p p o in ted  
th e  M a r s h a ll to  see a ll th e se  T h in g s  o rd e rly  don e, a n d  he w as 
a llo w e d  e ig h t M e n  to  h elp  h im  to  d iv id e  th e  C o a ls , M e a t , B re a d , 
an d  P o tta g e  e q u a lly : T h e y  w ere  so u n ru ly , s lu ttish , and  n a s ty , 
th a t i t  is n ot to  b e  b e lie v e d ; th e y  a cted  ra th e r  lik e  b easts th an  
M e n ; so th a t th e  M a r s h a ll  w a s a llow ed  40 M e n  o f th e  lu stiest 
P riso n ers to  c lean se  an d  sw ee p  them  e v e ry  D a y , w ho had som e sm all 
T h in g  g iv e n  th em  e x tr a o rd in a r y . T h e  a b o v e  P ro v isio n s w ere  for



those w ho w ere in H e a lth ; as to  tho se th a t  w ere s ick , and  in  th e  
C a stle , th e y  h a d  v e r y  good M u tto n  B ro th , an d  som etim es V e a l 
B ro th , an d  B e e f  an d  M u tto n  boiled  to g e th e r ; and  o ld  W o m e n  
a p p o in ted  to look  to  them  in  the sev era l R o o m s: T h e re  w ere a lso  a  
P h y s ic ia n  to let them  B lo o d , and  dress su ch  a s  w ere w ou n d ed , a n d  
g iv e  th e  S ic k  P h y s ic ;  an d  I  dare co n fid e n tly  sa y , th ere w a s n eve r 
th e  lik e  C a re  ta k en  fo r a n y  such N u m b e r  o f  P rison ers in E n g la n d .

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a ll th is m a n y  o f  th em  d ied , and few  o f  a n y  
o th er D isea se  th a n  th e  F lu x ; som e w ere  k i l l ’d b y  th em selves, for 
th e y  w ere ex ceed in g ly  cru el one to w ard s an o th er. I f  a n y  M a n  
w a s p erceived  to  h a v e  a n y  M o n e y , it  w a s tw o  to one b u t h e  w as 
k i l l ’d b efo re M o rn in g , an d  ro b b ’d ; a n d  i f  a n y  had good C lo a th s , 
he th a t w a n te d , i f  h e  w a s ab le, w o u ld  s tra n g le  the o th er a n d  p u t 
on his C lo ath s.

T h e  D ise a se  o f  th e  F lu x  still in crea sin g  a m o n g  them , I  w'as th en  
fo rced , fo r  th e ir  P reserva tio n , if  p o ssib le  it  m igh t be, to  sen d  to 
a ll the n ex t T o w n s  in  D u rh a m , w ith in  fo u r o r  five  M ile s , to  c o m ­
m and them  to  b rin g  in th e ir  M ilk , fo r th a t w as co n ceiv ed  to  b e  
th e  best R e m e d y  fo r sto p p in g  o f  th e ir  F lu x ;  an d  I  prom ised  them  
w h a t R a te s  th e y  u s u a lly  sold  it fo r a t  th e  M a rk e ts , w h ich  w as 
a cc o rd in g ly  p erfo rm ed  b y  abou t 60 T o w n s  a n d  P la ces . T w e n t y  
o f  the n ext tow n s to  D u rh am  co n tin u e to  se n d  d a ily  in th e ir  M ilk  
w h ich  is b o iled , som e w ith  W a te r , som e w ith  B ean  F lo w e r , th e  
P h y s ic ia n s  h o ld in g  it  exceed in g good fo r th e  R e co v e ry  o f  th e ir  
H e alth .

G en tlem en , y o u  can n o t b u t th in k  s tra n g e  o f  th is  lo n g  P r e ­
a m b le ; an d  w on d er w h a t th e  M a tte r  w ill  b e . In  sh o rt it  is th is ; 
o u t o f  th e  3000 P rison ers th a t m y  O fficers to ld  into the C a th e d ra l 
C h u rch  a t D u rh a m , 300 o f them , an d  50 fro m  N ew ca stle  o f  th e  140 
le ft  b eh in d , w ere d elive re d  to M a jo r  C la r k e ,  b y  O rd er o f  th e  
C o u n c il; th ere are  a b o u t 500 S ick  in  th e  C a s tle , and  a b o u t 600 y e t  
in  H e a lth  in  th e  C a th e d ra l, the m ost o f  w h ic h  are , in  a ll  p r o b a ­
b ility , H ig h la n d ers , th e y  b ein g  h a rd ier  th a n  th e  rest; a n d  w e h a v e  
no o th er M e a n s  to  d istin gu ish  th em . A b o u t  1600 are d ead  an d  
b u ried , an d  a b o u t 60 O fficers are a t  th e  M a r s h a l ’s in  N ew ca stle .

M y  L o rd -G e n e ra l h a v in g  released  th e  re st o f th e  O fficers, an d  
the C o u n cil h a v in g  g iv en  m e P o w er to  ta k e  w h a t M e n  I  th o u g h t 
fit, I  h a v e  gra n ted  to  sev era l w ell-affected  P erso n s th a t h a v e  S a lt-  
W o rk s  a t  S h ie ld s, an d  w a n t serva n ts , 4 0 ; th e y  h a v e  e n g a g e d  to  
k eep  th em  a t W o r k  a t th e ir  S a lt-P an s, a n d  I  h a v e  ta k en  o u t a b o u t 
12 m ore, W e a v e rs , to  begin  a  trad e o f  L in e n  C lo th , lik e  th e  S co ts  
C lo th , an d  a b o u t 40 L ab o u rers.

I  can  n o t g iv e  y o u , on a  sudden , a  m ore ex a ct A c c o u n t o f  th e



P riso n ers, n eith er ca n  a n y  A c c o u n t h o ld  tru e lon g, b ecau se  th e y  
still  d ie  d a ily , a n d  d o u b tle ss  so  th e y  w ill, so long as a n y  rem ain  
in  P riso n . A n d  fo r  th o se  th a t a re  w e ll, if  M a jo r  C la rk e  co u ld  
h a v e  b e lie v e d  th a t t h e y  h a d  been  a b le  to  h a v e  m arched  on F o o t, 
he w o u ld  h a v e  m a rch e d  th em  b y  L a n d ; b u t w e p e rce iv e  th a t 
d iv e rs  th a t a re  s e e m in g ly  h e a lth y , an d  h a v e  not a t  a ll been  sick , 
su d d e n ly  d ie ; a n d  w e  ca n n o t g iv e  a n y  R easo n  fo r  it ,  o n ly  w e 
a p p reh e n d  th e y  a re  a ll  in fe c te d ; an d  th a t th e  stren gth  o f  som e 
h olds o u t t i l l  it  rea ch e s  th e ir  v e r y  H e a rts .

N o w  y o u  fu lly  u n d e rsta n d  th e  C o n d itio n  an d  N u m b e r  o f the 
P riso n ers. W h a t y o u  p le a se  to  d ire ct I  sh a ll o b serve, an d  inten d 
n ot to  p roceed  fu r th e r  u pon  th is  L e tte r , u n til I  h a v e  y o u r  
A n sw e r  u p o n  w h a t I h a v e  now  w ritte n . I  am , Y o u r  m o st A ffe c­
tio n a te  S erva n t,

A r. H aselrigge.

C o m m e n t  o n  t h is  l e t t e r  s e e m s  s u p e r f lu o u s , e x c e p t  to  n o te  

th e  d e a t h  o f  s ix t e e n  h u n d r e d  m e n , t a k e n  p r is o n e r s  in  a  f a n a t ­

ic a l  r e l ig io u s  w a r ,  w i t h in  a  p e r io d  o f  f i f t y - e ig h t  d a y s ,  n e a r ly  

t h i r t y  a  d a y .  T h e s e  w e r e  m e n  p ic k e d  b y  C r o m w e ll  a s  s o u n d  

a n d  a b le  to  t r a v e l .  I n  o r d e r  to  r e l ie v e  th is  t e r r ib le  s i t u a t io n  

i t  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  o u t  o n  p a r o le  a s  m a n y  a s  w e r e  

a b le  a n d  u s e f u l  t o  w o r k  in  t h e  lo c a l  in d u s t r ie s  a n d  o n  th e  

f a r m s .  I t  is  a  r e v o lt in g  p ic t u r e  o f  s a v a g e  c r u e lt y ,  s u p p le ­

m e n te d  b y  ig n o r a n c e  o f  e le m e n t a r y  h y g ie n e .  F o r  th e  la t t e r  

th e  a u t h o r i t ie s  o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a lt h  c a n  p le a d  a n  e x c u s e , a s  

s a n i t a r y  r u le s  w e r e  u n k n o w n  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  o r  i f  k n o w n  w e r e  

n o t  a p p l ie d .

T h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  r e c e ip t  o f  t h is  le t t e r  th e  C o u n c i l  

o r d e r e d  S ir  A r t h u r  H a s e lr i g g e  “ to  d e l iv e r  1 5 0  S c o t c h  p r i s ­

o n e r s  to  A u g u s t in e  W a l k e r ,  m a s t e r  o f  th e  U n it y  to  b e  t r a n s ­

p o r t e d  to  N e w  E n g l a n d . ”  T h is  v e s s e l  w a s  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  

in  B o s t o n  b y  B e n j a m in  G i l la m  th e  s h ip w r ig h t ,  a s  in  1 6 4 6  h e  

s o ld  a  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  s h ip  o f  t h a t  n a m e  to  J o h n ~ L e v e r e t t . 

H e r  m a s t e r  a t  t h a t  t im e  w a s  r e s id e n t  o f  C h a r le s t o w n ,  M a s s . ,  

h a v in g  s e t t le d  t h e r e  a b o u t  1 6 4 0 , c o m in g  to  N e w  E n g la n d  

fr o m  B e r w ic k - o n - T w e e d .  H e  w a s  a d m it t e d  to  th e  c h u r c h  

in  C h a r le s t o w n  in  O c t o b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r .4 H is  a p p e a r a n c e  in  

th e  T h a m e s  w h e n  t h e s e  e v e n t s  w e r e  o c c u r r in g  w a s  m e r e ly  

a c c id e n t a l ,  a s  h e  m a d e  f r e q u e n t  v o y a g e s  to  E n g la n d .

i Wyman, Genealogies and Estates o]  Charlestown, n. 990.



T h e  p r is o n e r s  d e s t in e d  fo r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  t o  t h e  o v e r s e a s  

p o s s e s s io n s  w e r e  s e n t  b y  w a t e r  to  L o n d o n , a n d  B e c x  in  b e h a l f  

o f  th e  ir o n  w o r k s  s p e c if ie d  th a t  th o s e  a s s ig n e d  to  h im  s h o u ld  

b e  “  w e ll  a n d  s o u n d  a n d  fr e e  fr o m  w o u n d s .”  A f t e r  th e  d e ­

c is io n  t o  t r a n s p o r t  th e s e  p r is o n e r s ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  b e g a n  to  

d o u b t  t h e  a d v is a b i l i t y  o f  it  fr o m  a  m i l i t a r y  s t a n d p o in t ,  f e a r ­

in g  t h e ir  in f lu e n c e  m ig h t  r e a c t  in  a  h o s t i le  m a n n e r  u p o n  t h e  

r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  C o lo n ie s ,  a n d  p a s s e d  a n  o r d e r  in  C o u n c i l ,  

O c t o b e r  2 3 , 1 6 5 0 :  “ T h e  A d m ir a l t y  C o m m it t e e  t o  e x a m in e  

w h e t h e r  t h e  S c o tc h  p r is o n e r s  n o w  c o m e  a n d  c o m in g  in to  t h e  

r iv e r  a r e  c a r r ie d  to  p la c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  m a y  b e  m a d e  u s e  o f  

a g a in s t  th e  c o m m o n w e a lt h , a n d  s t a y  to  b e  m a d e  o f  a l l ,  u n t i l  

a s s u r a n c e  b e  g iv e n  o f  th e ir  n o t  b e in g  c a r r ie d  w h e r e  t h e y  m a y  

b e  d a n g e r o u s ;  th e  p r o p o r t io n  fo r  N e w  E n g la n d  to  b e  s h ip p e d  

a w a y  f o r t h w it h  a s  t h e ir  s h ip  is  r e a d y  a n d  t h e  p la c e  is  w i t h ­

o u t  d a n g e r .5 H a s e lr ig g e  h a d  b e e n  c a u t io n e d  in  h is  o r d e r s  

fo r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  to  a r r a n g e  w ith  “  a n y  w h o  w i l l  c a r r y  th e m  

to  p la n t a t io n s  n o t  in  e n m it y  w it h  th e  c o m m o n w e a lt h .”  T h e r e  

w a s  n o  r e a s o n  to  d o u b t  t h a t  N e w  E n g la n d  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  

f r ie n d ly  t o  it .

E v e n  th e n  th e  m is fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  p r is o n e r s  fo l lo w e d  t h e m  

r e le n t le s s ly .  O n  N o v e m b e r  7 C o u n c i l  o r d e r e d  M a j o r  C l a r k e  

to  “  H a v e  a  c o p y  o f  th e  in fo r m a t io n  g iv e n  in  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

i l l- u s a g e  o f  th e  S c o tc h  p r is o n e r s  n o w  o n  b o a r d  a  s h ip ,  o n  h is  

o w n  a n d  o th e r s  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  to  g iv e  in  t h e ir  a n s w e r s  t o ­

m o r r o w .” 6 T h i s  u n d o u b t e d ly  r e la t e d  t o  th o s e  e m b a r k e d  

o n  th e  U n ity  w a it in g  s a i l in g  o r d e r s  w h ic h  c a m e  in  a  f e w  

d a y s ,  p r o b a b l y  p r e c ip it a t e d  b y  t h is  in v e s t ig a t io n .  H i s  o r d e r  

to  s a i l  w a s  d a te d  N o v e m b e r  n ,  a n d  i t  is  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  h e  

w e ig h e d  a n c h o r  im m e d ia t e ly .7 W it h  t h is  h u m a n  c a r g o  n u m ­

b e r in g  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  s o u ls , s ix t y  o f  w h o m  w e r e  d e s ­

t in e d  f o r  th e  S a u g u s  ir o n  b o g s , th e  U n it y  b u f f e t e d  t h e  t e m p e s -

6 Cal. State Papers, Domestic, 1650, 397.
6 lb ., 421.
7 The chronology of these orders raises an interesting question. On 

September 19, Haselrigge was ordered to deliver one hundred and fifty prison­
ers to Samuel Clarke for New England; on October 23, a month later, a 
contingent “ for New England ”  was in the Thames waiting orders for 
sailing thither; on November n ,  Captain Walker received his orders to sail 
with his lot. The question is whether those to be delivered to Clarke were 
to be sent in the Unity with Walker? If the latter took a second lot it is 
possible to place other Scotchmen in New England not otherwise identified.



tu o u s ,  w in t r y  s e a s  o f  t h e  A t la n t i c ,  a n d  a s  i t  u s u a l ly  t o o k  

s ix  w e e k s  to  c r o s s  in  f a v o r a b l e  s e a s o n s  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  

m a d e  B o s t o n  h a r b o r  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  D e c e m b e r .  N o  l is t  

o f  t h e s e  p r is o n e r s  e x is t s ,  b u t  it  is  p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  th e m  a  

t e n t a t iv e  id e n t i f ic a t io n ,  f r o m  th e  e a r lie r  te r m in a t io n  o f  t h e ir  

t e r m s  o f  s e r v it u d e "  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e ir  n a m e s  f r o m  th e  

k n o w n  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c a m e  th e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r ,  to  w h ic h  

r e f e r e n c e  w i l l b e  m a d e  s h o r t l y .  T h e y  s u ffe r e d  f r o m 's c u n . 'y  

o n  t h e  v o y a g e ,  b u t  h o w  m a n y  d ie d  is  n o t  k n o w n . T h e  p r is ­

o n e r s  r e m a in in g , a f t e r  t h e  s i x t y  s e n t  to  L y n n ,  w e r e  s o ld  to  

p u r c h a s e r s ,  w i l l in g  t o  p a y  t h e  p r ic e ,  a n d  w e r e  th e n  d is t r ib u t e d  

to  n u m e r o u s  to w n s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N e w  H a m p s h ir e  a n d  

M a i n e .  T h e  p r e v a i l in g  q u o t a t io n  w a s b e t w e e n  t w e n t y  a n d  

t h i r t y  p o u n d s  fo r  e a c h  m a n , w h ic h  w a s  r e c e iv e d  a s  p a y m e n t  

f o r  t h e ir  t r a n s p o r fa tT o n . A s  t h e  c o s t  o f  a n  A t la n t i c  p a s s a g e  

a t  t h a t  t im e  w a s  a b o u t  f iv e  p o u n d s  it  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  th e  

U n it y  c le a r e d  a b o u t  £ 1 5 0 0  o n  t h is  t r a n s a c t io n  fo r  h e r  o w n e r s . 

A n  e x a m p le  o f  t h is  b a r g a in  a n d  s a le  o f  t h e s e  p r is o n e r s  is  

f u r n is h e d  in  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  D u n b a r  c a p t iv e s .  

I n  a  p e t i t io n  t o  G o v e r n o r  A n d r o s ,  d a te d  S e p t e m b e r  r g ,  1 6 8 8 , 

J o h n  S t e w a r t  m a k e s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t :  8

. . . y o u r  po or p e titio n e r  w a s  in serv ice  in five b a tt le s  un der the 
n o b le  M a rq u is  o f  M o n tro se , in  S co tlan d , fo r H is  M a je s ty , K in g  
C h a r le s  th e  F irst, a n d  th e r e b y  suffered  a n d  received  m a n y  d a n ­
gero u s w o u n d s, h a v in g  esca p e d  w ith  his life  th ro u gh  m e rcy  . . . 
W a s  a fte rw a rd s  ta k e n  b y  L o r d  C ro m w ell in the figh t a t  D u n b a r, 
a n d  a fte r  sen t in to  th is  la n d  w h ere I  w as sold for e ig h t y e a rs  ser­
v ice  to  p u rch ase  m y  fu tu re  freed o m . . . .

H e  w o r k e d  fo r  a  w h i le  in  th e  L y n n  iro n  w o r k s  a n d  th e r e  

h e  w7a s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  J o h n  P y n c h o n ,  le a d e r  in  t h e  s e t t le m e n t  

o f  S p r in g f ie ld .  P y n c h o n  m a d e  th e  f o l lo w in g  a g r e e m e n t  w uth 

h im :

I  a g re e  w ith  Joh n  S te w a rt to  a llo w  m e y e a r ly  12 sh illin gs in 
S m ith e ry  w o rk  fo r  3 y e a rs , w h ich  is for m y  s ta y in g  so lon g for 
th a t 30 p o u n d s w h ich  is d u e to  m e from  him  fo r  re leasin g  him  
from  m y  service . A n d  he th e  sa id  John S te w a rt con sen ted  and 
p ro m ised  to a llo w  m e fo r  th ree  y e a rs  tw elv e  sh illin g s p er y e a r  in 
m en d in g  o r  m a k in g  o f  Iro n  w o rk .

8 Burt, First Century oj Springfield, I, 64.



T h i s  J o h n  S t e w a r t  d ie d  A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 6 9 1 ,  le a v in g  n o  f a m i l y ,  

so  f a r  a s  is  k n o w n .

L e g a l  e v id e n c e  o f  a  l ik e  c h a r a c t e r  is  a v a i la b le  to  s h o w  t h a t  

o n e  T h o m a s  H o lm e  o r  H u m e  w a s  s o ld  t o  H e n r y  S a y w a r d  o f  

Y o r k  fo r  t h i r t y  P o u n d s .9 T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h o s e  c o n s ig n e d  to  

t h e  L y n n  ir o n  w o r k s  m a y  b e  r e a d  in  t h e  E s s e x  C o u r t  R e c o r d s  

in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  lo n g  l i t ig a t io n  a t t e n d a n t  u p o n  th e  

f in a n c ia l  t r o u b le s  o f  th e  c o m p a n y .  I t s  m a n a g e r s  a n d  p r i n c i ­

p a l  o w n e r s  w e r e  L o n d o n  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  J o s h u a  F o o t e ,  a n  

ir o n m o n g e r  o f  th a t  c i t y ,  w a s  p r o m in e n t  in  i t s  m a n a g e m e n t  

h e r e , a s  h e  c a m e  to  B o s t o n  in  t h a t  c a p a c i t y .  I t  is  q u it e  p o s ­

s ib le  th a t  b e in g  in  L o n d o n  a t  th e  t im e  h e  w a s  in s t r u m e n t a l  in  

g e t t in g  th e s e  p r is o n e r s  fo r  h is  w o r k s .

A s  f a r  a s  k n o w n  th is  w a s  th e  f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  N e w  

E n g la n d  p e o p le  in  th is  k in d  o f  h u m a n  tr a f f ic ,  a n d  i t  i s  a p ­

p a r e n t  th a t  R e v .  J o h n  C o t t o n  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  o f  m a k in g  s o m e  

e x p la n a t io n ,  a  s o r t  o f  p le a  in  a b e y a n c e ,  f o r  t h e  s h a r e  in  t h e  

a f f a ir  w h ic h  s o m e  o f  h is  fr ie n d s  p r o m o t e d .  I n  a  l e t t e r  to  

C r o m w e ll  d a t e d  J u l y  2 8 , 1 6 5 1 ,  h e  d e s c r ib e s  t h is  c a m o u ­

f la g e d  p e o n a g e , th o u g h  w h y  h e  s h o u ld  s u p p o s e  t h a t  O l i v e r  

h a d  a n y  q u a lm s  a b o u t  i t  is  a  p u z z le .  H e  w r o t e :  10

T h e  S co ts, w hom  G od  d elivered  in to  y o u r  h a n d  a t D u n b a r r e , 
a n d  w h ereo f su n d ry  w ere sent h ith er, w e  h a v e  been d esiro u s  (a s 
w e co u ld ) to  m a k e th e ir  y o k e  ea sy . S u c h  as w ere  s ic k  o f  th e  
s c u rv y  or o th er diseases h a v e  not w a n te d  p h y s ic k  an d  c h y ru r g e r y . 
T h e y  h a ve  n ot been sold  fo r s laves to  p e rp e tu a ll s e rv itu d e , b u t 
fo r 6 or 7 or 8 y ea re s , as w e do o u r o w n e; a n d  he th a t b o u g h t th e  
m o st o f th em  ( I  h ea re) b u ild e th  h ouses fo r  th em , fo r e v e r y  4 an  
hou se, la y e th  som e acres o f  groun d th e re to , w h ich  he g iv e th  th e m  
as th e ir  ow n e, req u irin g  3 d a ye s  in  th e  w e e k e  to  w o rk e  fo r  h im  
( b y  tu m e s)  an d  4 d a ye s  fo r th em selves, a n d  p ro m ise th , a sso o n e  as 
th e y  can  re p a y  h im  th e  m o n ey  he la y e d  o u t fo r  them , he w ill  set 
th em  a t lib e rty .

J o h n  G if fo r d  s u c c e e d e d  F o o t e  in  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e  

ir o n  w o r k s ,  a n d  in  1 6 5 3  h e  w a s  r e q u ir e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  r e c e iv e d  b y  h im , a n d  a m o n g  t h e  ite m s  is  t h is  r e f e r ­

e n c e  to  th e s e  p r is o n e r s :  11

8 York County Court Records, July 2, 1672.
10 Hutchinson, Collection of Original Papers, Boston, 1769, 235.
11 Suffolk Court Files, No. 225.



F o r  62 S co tts  dd  an d  35  o n ly  le f t  on th e  w o rks, 17  to A w b re y , 
3 to  co m m issio n ers; 2 so ld  a n d  rest w e desire to  w hom  disposed o f, 
w h ic h  is 5 a t  20 p o u n d s £ 10 0 :0 :0 .

F u r t h e r  d o c u m e n ts  in  t h e  l i t ig a t io n  s h o w  t h a t  “  a  h o u s e  

h a d  b e e n  b u i lt  fo r  t h e  S c o t s  ”  a t  L y n n  a n d  t h a t  “  o ld  T in g l e  ”  

( p e r h a p s  W il l ia m  T i n g l e y ) ,  t h e  c o l l ie r ,  h a d  h ir e d  fo u r  o f  th e  

p r is o n e r s  fo r  t h r e e  y e a r s ’ s e r v ic e ,  w h i le  T h o m a s  L o o k ,  

T h o m a s  W ig g in s  a n d  R i c h a r d  H o o d  h a d  e a c h  b o u g h t  th e  t im e  

o f  a  S c o t c h m a n  fo r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  J o h n  S t e w a r t ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  

s o ld  t o  P y n c h o n  w a s  in  G i f f o r d ’s  o w n  p e r s o n a l  s e r v ic e  in  h is  

h o u s e .  E v id e n c e  in  t h e  l i t ig a t io n  s h o w s  t h a t  th e s e  s e r v a n t s  

d id  f a r m  w o r k  a n d  l iv e d  a t  th e  “  S c o t c h m e n ’s  H o u s e ,”  w h ile  

o t h e r s  d id  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g e n e r a l  la b o r .  T h e  s e v e n te e n  p r is ­

o n e r s  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  W i l l ia m  A u b r e y  w e r e  fo r  s e r v ic e  in  th e  

B o s t o n  w a r e h o u s e  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  o f  w h ic h  h e  h a d  c h a r g e . 

I n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  v a r i o u s  s u i t s  f iv e  o f  th e  p r is o n e r s  te s t i f ie d  

c o n c e r n in g  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e  C o m p a n y ’s b u s in e s s ,  v i z :  

J o h n  C l a r k e ,  J o h n  T o i s h ,  J a m e s  D a n ie ls o n ,  G e o r g e  T h o m p ­

s o n  a n d  R o b e r t  M a c l n t i r e . 12

N a m e s  o f  th e  S c o t c h m e n  r e m a in in g  a t  th e  w o r k s  in  L y n n  

h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  a r e  h e r e  l is t e d  a lp h a b e t ic a l ly  fo r  

c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  r e f e r e n c e :  13

Adams, James 
A rchbell, John 
Banke, John 
Braband, A lexander 
B urgess, A lexander 
Clarke, John 
D a n ielso n , James 
D arling, George 
D owning, Micam 
D ucle, A lexander 
D unsmore, James 
E aton, A lexander 
E nnis, A lexander

Gourdan, James 
Grant, Peter 
Gualter, T homas 
Grim es, A lexander 
Jempson, A ndrew 
Jourdan, W illiam 
Kelton, T homas 
L uddle, James 
M ason, John 
M ackall, James 
M acM allen, John 
M ackshane, John 
M ackwater, Will lam

M acCallum, M icam 
M eeme, R ichard 
M oody, Encram 
Pardee, John 
R upton, John 
Steward, John 
T homson, George 
T homson, James 
T aylor, James 
T oish, John 
T ower, T homas

I t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a u t io n  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  to  t h e  s p e l lin g  o f  th e s e  

n a m e s  f o r  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  e x p la in e d  la t e r .

32 Essex Antiquarian, xn. 69, 70.
33 Suffolk Court Files, No. 1226. Mass. Archives, lxix. 49, has thirty- 

five names, without Eaton and MacMallen.



A n  in t e r e s t in g  f a c t  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  d e p o r t a t io n  o f  

th e s e  S c o ts  is  f o u n d  in  B e r w ic k ,  f o r m e r ly  a  p a r t  o f  K i t t e r y ,  

M a in e ,  w h e r e  a  p a r is h  w a s  c a l le d  U n i t y  P a r is h ,  d o u b t le s s  

fr o m  th e  p r is o n e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  s e n t  t h e r e  t o  w o r k  in  t h e  s a w ­

m ills  a t  t h a t  p la c e ,  h a v in g  c o m e  t o  N e w  E n g la n d  in  t h e  s h ip  

o f  t h a t  n a m e . T h e s e  m ills  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

R ic h a r d  L e a d e r ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  in  a  s im ila r  c a p a c i t y  

a t  th e  L y n n  ir o n  w o r k s .  H e  l e f t  t h e r e  in  1 6 5 2  to  t a k e  c h a r g e  

o f  th e  m il ls  o n  t h e  A s b e n b e d ic k ,  n o w  G r e a t  W o r k s ,  R i v e r  in  

w h ic h  B e c x  a n d  C o .  o f  L o n d o n  h a d  a n  in t e r e s t .  A s  a  c o n s e ­

q u e n c e  i t  is  n o w  p o s s ib le  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  a b o u t  f i f te e n  S c o t c h ­

m e n  w h o  a p p e a r e d  th e r e  a b o u t  t h a t  t im e .  L e a d e r  l e f t  t h e r e  in  

1 6 5 6  fo r  B a r b a d o e s ,  h a v in g  b e c o m e  in v o l v e d  in  t h e  p o l i t ic a l  

w a r f a r e  o f  t h a t  e r a  b e t w e e n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  M a i n e  a u ­

t h o r it ie s  r e la t in g  to  t h e  u s u r p a t io n  o f  t h e  G o r g e s  g o v e r n m e n t  

b y  th e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  o ff ic ia ls . W h e t h e r  h is  d e p a r t u r e  r e ­

le a s e d  th e s e  m e n  is  n o t  c le a r ,  b u t  i t  is  o f  r e c o r d  t h a t  g r a n t s  o f  

la n d  w e r e  m a d e  to  s o m e  o f  th e m  in  1 6 5 6 ,  in d ic a t in g  t h a t  t h e y  

h a d  b e e n  r e le a s e d . A m o n g  th o s e  b e l ie v e d  to  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

D u n b a r  p r is o n e r s ,  s e t t l in g  in  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  K i t t e r y ,  n o w  

B e r w ic k ,  a r e  th e  f o l lo w in g :  — ‘

Agnew, N iven 
Barry, James 
Cooper, A lexander 
Furbush, William 
Ferguson, D aniel 
Grant, Peter

Gray, George 
Gowen, W illiam 
H amilton, D avid 
Holme, T homas 
K ey, John
M axwexl, A lexander

N eal, John 
R oss, John 
T aylor, John 
T homson, W illlam 
W arren, James

T h u s  f a r  i t  is  r e a s o n a b ly  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e  f r o m  th e  

B a t t l e  o f  D u n b a r .  A  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  a n o t h e r  lo t  a p p e a r e d  in  

th e  a d jo in in g  to w n  o f  Y o r k ,  th e  f ir s t  o f  w h o m  w a s  A l e x a n d e r  

M a x w e l l ,  a b o v e  n a m e d , w h o  h a d  b e e n  in  s e r v ic e  t o  G e o r g e  

L e a d e r ,  b r o t h e r  o f  R ic h a r d .  T h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  s e t t le d  

a n d  w e r e  g iv e n  h o u s e - lo ts  w a s  c a l le d  “  S c o t l a n d ,”  a  n a m e  it  

r e ta in s  t o  t h is  d a y .  I n  th is  n u m b e r  w e r e ,  J o h n  C a r m ic h a e l ,  

J a m e s  G r a n t  c a l le d  “  th e  S c o t , ”  a n d  p e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  s a m e  

n a m e  c a l le d  “  t h e  D r u m m e r ,”  J a m e s  J a c k s o n ,  R o b e r t  J u n -  

k in s ,  M ic u m  M a c l n t i r e ,  A le x a n d e r  M a c N a i r  a n d  A n d r e w  

R a n k in .  M o s t  o f  th e s e  h a d  b e e n  b o u g h t  b y  t h e ir  m a s t e r s  in  

D o v e r  a n d  E x e t e r ,  N e w  H a m p s h ir e ,  a n d  c a m e  to  Y o r k  w h e n  

th e ir  t im e  h a d  e x p ir e d .



A f t e r  th e  B a t t l e  o f  D u n b a r  th e r e  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  m i l i t a r y  

j o c k e y i n g  fo r  p o s it io n ,  w i t h  C h a r le s  I I  a v o id in g  a  b a t t le ,  a n d  

g r a d u a l l y  m a r c h in g  s o u t h w a r d  t o w a r d s  L o n d o n , h o p in g  to  

f in d  s y m p a t h iz e r s  a n d  to  r e in f o r c e  h is  a r m y . T h e  E a r l  o f  

D e r b y  r a is e d  a  r e g im e n t  in  L a n c a s h ir e  w h ic h  tr ie d  to  s te m  th e  

t id e , b u t  i t  m e t  d e f e a t  a t  W ig a n  in  t h a t  C o u n t y ,  a n d  w it h  a  

h a n d f u l  l e f t  h e  jo in e d  h is  S o v e r e ig n ’s  fo r c e s  ju s t  b e f o r e  th e  

n e x t  d is a s t e r .

A  y e a r  to  a  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  “  R a c e  o f  D u n b a r ,”  th e  y o u n g  

K i n g  a n d  h is  p a r t is a n s  d e c id e d  to  t r y  c o n c lu s io n s  o n c e  m o r e  

w it h  t h e ir  N e m e s is  a n d  e le c t e d  to  c r o s s  s w o r d s  w it h  C r o m w e ll  

a t  W o r c e s t e r .  T h e  s a m e  r e s u lt  e n s u e d . C r o m w e ll  d e s c r ib e d  

i t  a s  “  t h e  c r o w n in g  m e r c y  o f  th e  L o r d ,”  a s  n ig h t f a l l  fo u n d  

th e  e n e m y  in  f l ig h t  a n d  C h a r l e s  a  f u g i t iv e ,  in  d is g u is e , a n d  

la t e r  f o r c e d  to  h id e  in  a n  o a k  t r e e  to  e s c a p e  c a p t u r e .  I n  h is  

r e t r e a t  t h r o u g h  G lo u c e s t e r s h ir e ,  in  t h e  d is g u is e  o f  a  c o o k ,  in  

p e a s a n t ’s c lo t h in g ,  h e  w a s  a f fo r d e d  s h e lt e r  b y  J o h n  T o m e s ,  

a  b r o t h e r - in - la w  o f  G o v e r n o r  T h o m a s  W e lle s  o f  H a r t f o r d ,  

C o n n e c t ic u t .

M o r e  p r is o n e r s  w e r e  a t  h a n d  fo r  C r o m w e ll  to  t r a n s p o r t  to  

th e  C o lo n ie s .  W it h in  t w o  d a y s  o f  t h e  b a t t le  th e  C o u n c i l  a t  

L o n d o n  o r d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  th e  o ffic e r s  t a k e n  w it h  t h e  E a r l  o f  

D e r b y  a n d  e v e r y  t e n t h  p r i v a t e  s o ld ie r  s h o u ld  b e  p u t  o n  t r ia l  

fo r  r e b e l l io n .  T h i s  n a t u r a l l y  m e a n t  t h a t  e v e r y  o ffic e r  a n d  

e v e r y  t e n t h  s o ld ie r  w o u ld  p a y  th e  s u p r e m e  p e n a l t y .  T h e r e  is 

a  t r a d i t io n  a m o n g  th e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  o n e  o f  th e s e  p r is o n e r s  

t h a t  w h e n  d r a w n  in  l in e  f o r  p ic k in g  o u t  e v e r y  t e n t h  s o ld ie r  

h e  c o u n t e d  d o w n  th e  r o w s  a n d  fo u n d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  

b e  o n e  o f  th o s e  s e le c t e d  fo r  th e  s a c r i f ic e .  B r e a k in g  r a n k  h e  

t o o k  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  c h a n c e  o f  e s c a p e  o r  b e in g  s h o t .  A  

m o u n te d  o ffic e r  p u r s u e d  a n d  w o u n d e d  h im  a n d  h is  l i f e  w a s  

th u s  s p a r e d .  F u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  w a s  g iv e n  to  t h e  d is p o s i­

t io n  o f  th e s e  c a p t iv e s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  f in a l ly  b r o u g h t  to  L o n d o n  

u n d e r  c o n v o y  a n d  h e r d e d  a t  th e  A r t i l l e r y  G r o u n d s ,  T o t h i l l  

F ie ld ,  a b o u t  h a l f  a  m ile  w e s t  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  H o u s e . O n  S e p ­

t e m b e r  1 6 i t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a  t h o u s a n d  o f  th e s e  p r is o n e r s  

b e  s e n t  t o  B r is t o l  fo r  s h ip m e n t  to  N e w  E n g la n d , b u t  th e r e  is

Prisoners from the Battle of Worcester.



n o  r e c o r d  th a t  th is  w a s  d o n e . S u c h  S c o t c h  m in is t e r s  a s  w e r e  

p r is o n e r s  w e r e  to  b e  e x p o r t e d , o n e  to  e v e r y  tw o  h u n d r e d  m e n , 

b u t  th e s e  c le r g y m e n  w e r e  to  b e  fr e e  f r o m  c o m p u ls o r y  s e r v ic e .  

A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  v a r io u s  p r o p o s a ls ,  a n  u n k n o w n  n u m b e r , p e r ­

h a p s  th r e e  h u n d r e d  o f  th e  S c o t c h  p r is o n e r s  c a p t u r e d  a t  th e  

B a t t l e  o f  W o r c e s t e r  th e n  e n c a m p e d  a t  T o t h i l l  F i e l d ,  w e r e  

s e le c t e d  fo r  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  to  N e w  E n g la n d .  B e c x  o f  t h e  ir o n  

w o r k s  w a s  a g a in  in t e r e s te d  in  th is  t r a n s a c t io n  a n d  t h e  s h ip  

J o h n  a n d  S a r a h  w a s  c h a r te r e d  to  b r in g  th e m  to  B o s t o n . ’ 4 

T h e  m a s t e r  o f  th is  s h ip  w a s  J o h n  G r e e n  o f  C h a r le s t o w n  a n d  

t h e y  w e r e  c o n s ig n e d  to  T h o m a s  K e m b l e ,  a ls o  o f  C h a r le s t o w n ,  

a  m e r c h a n t  w h o  o w n e d  la n d s  in  M a in e ,  w a s  a  d e a le r  in  lu m b e r  

a n d  in t e r e s te d  in  s a w m ills  a t  D u r h a m  a n d  N e w m a r k e t ,  N e w  

H a m p s h ir e .  T h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th is  s h ip ,  p r o b a b ly  a  N e w  E n g ­

la n d  v e s s e l ,  is  n o t  c e r t a in .  A  s h ip  o f  t h is  n a m e , o f  th e  b u r t h e n  

o f  t h ir t y - n in e  to n s , w a s  s o ld  h e r e  in  1 6 4 8  to  R o b e r t  A l l e n  o f  

N o r w ic h ,  c o . N o r f o l k ,  a n d  N ic h o la s  D a v is o n  o f  L o n d o n ,  b u t  

i t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  t h in k  o f  th is  s m a ll  c r a f t  a s  th e  o n e  w h ic h  

b r o u g h t  t h e  p r is o n e r s  o v e r ,  a lt h o u g h  D a v is o n  w a s  a  r e s id e n t  

o f  C h a r le s t o w n  a t  o n e  t im e  a n d  h a d  in t im a te  b u s in e s s  c o n ­

n e c t io n s  writh  N e w  E n g la n d .15

A l l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v in g  b e e n  m a d e ,  t h e  c o n s ig n o r s ,  B e c x ,  

R ic h  a n d  G r e e n e  g a v e  th e  fo l lo w in g  in s t r u c t io n s  to  t h e  m a s t e r  

o f  th e  t r a n s p o r t .

L o n d o n , th is n t h :  o f  N o u e m b e r 16 5 1

C a p t. J n o . G r e e n e  —  W e e  w h ose n am es are v n d e r  w r it te n  
fre igh ters  o f  y o u r  sh ip e th e  John &  S ara  d oe O rder y o u  fo r th w ith  as 
w in d e &  w ea th e r sh a ll p e rm it to se tt s a jle  for B o sto n  in  N e w : E n g ­
lan d  &  th e re  d e live r  o u r O rders an d  S e rv a n ts  to  T h o :  K e m b le  o f  
Charles T o w n e  to  b e  d isposed  o f b y  h im  a cco rd in g  to  o rd e rs  w e e  
h a v e  sent h im  in  th a t  b eh a lfe  &  w ee d esire  y o w  to  a d v is e  w ith  th e  
s a jd  K e m b le  a b o u t a ll  th a t m a y  co n sern e th a t w h o le  In te n d e d  
v o ja g e  u sin g  y o u r  In d e a v o rs  w ith  th e  s a jd  K e m b le  fo r  th e  sp eed iest 
la d in g  y o u r  sh ip p  from  N e w : E n g : to th e  b arb a d o es w ith  p ro v is io n s  
an d  su ch  o th er th in gs as are  in N . E . f i t t  fo r th e  w e s t In d ie s  
w h ere y o w  are to d e live r  them  to m r. C h a r le s  R ic h  to  b e  d isp o sed  
o f b y  him  fo r th e  J o in c t a cco n t o f  th e  fre igh ters  &  so  to  b e  
R e to u rn e d  hom e in  a  s to ck e  u n d iv id ed  th u s  d esirin g  y o u r  c a re  &

14 Cal. State Papers, Domestic, 410, 417, 41S, 421, 431, 447.
15 Boston Records, x x x n . Aspinviall Notarial Record, 142.



in d u str je  in  d isp a tc h  an d  sp eed  o f the v o ja g e  w ish in g  y o w  a  h a p p y  
&  sa fe  R e to u rn e  w ee  R e m a jn e  y o u r  lo v in g  frien d s.

John Becx
S ig n a tu m  e t  R e co g n itu m  Robt Rich

in  p n c ia :  J o :  N ottock n o ta r  P u b l:  Will Greene.
13 M a y ,  1652

C a p t a i n  G r e e n e  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  t h e  D o w n e s  D e c e m b e r  8 a n d  

w it h  t h e  u s u a l  la p s e  o f  t im e  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  t h e  v o y a g e  in  

t h e  m o n t h s  o f  N o v e m b e r  a n d  D e c e m b e r  a r r iv e d  in  B o s t o n , 

c e r t a i n l y  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  2 4  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  H e  la n d e d  tw o  

h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y - t w o  o f  th o s e  t a k e n  o n  b o a r d  a t  L o n d o n , 

a n d  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  d e a t h s  o n  th e  

v o y a g e .  T h e  u s u a l  to l l  o f  s c u r v y  m u s t  h a v e  t a k e n  a t  le a s t  

te n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r .

F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  n o t  a p p a r e n t  a l l  t h e  d o c u m e n ts  in  th is  

t r a n s a c t io n ,  t o g e t h e r  w it h  a  l is t  o f  n a m e s  o f  th e s e  p r is o n e r s ,  

w e r e  r e c o r d e d  in  th e  S u f f o lk  D e e d s ,  p o s s ib ly  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  

r e c o r d  in  c a s e  o f  l i t ig a t io n .  W h i le  th is  is  f o r t u n a t e  fo r  h is t o r i ­

c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  y e t  t h is  l i s t  is  n o t  to  b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  a  t r u e  r e c o r d  

o f  t h e ir  c o r r e c t  n a m e s . I t  o ffe r s  to  t h e  s t u d e n t  in  p h ilo lo g y  

m a n y  p u z z l e s  l e f t  b y  t h e  s c r ib e  in  h is  a t t e m p t s  to  s p e l l  o u t  

c la n  n a m e s  o f  G a e l i c  o r ig in ,  s p o k e n  in  a  d ia le c t  t h a t  d e fie d  

r e p r o d u c t io n  in  E n g l is h .  M o s t  o f  th e s e  S c o tc h m e n  w e r e  u n ­

a b le  t o  w r it e ,  k n e w  l i t t l e  E n g lis h  a n d  a s  a  r e s u lt  t h e ir  n a m e s  

h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  c u r io u s  t r a n s f o r m a t io n s .  T h e  p r e f ix  “  M a c  ”  

w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  d r o p p e d  a n d  th e  r e m a in in g  p a r t  o f  a  n a m e  w a s  

A n g l ic i z e d  in  a  c o n v e n ie n t  p h o n e t ic  s u b s t i t u t e .  M a c L o t h la n  

b e c a m e  C l a f l i n ;  M a g g a f a s s e t  is  F a s s e t t ;  M a c G o w e n  is  M a -  

g o o n ;  S a in t  C l a i r  is  S in k l e r ;  F a r r a b a s  is  F o r b e s ;  G r a h a m  is  

G r im e s ;  M o n t r o s e  is  M u n r o e ,  a n d  o t h e r  l i k e  d e c a p it a t io n s  

a n d  a l t e r a t io n s  i l lu s t r a t e  th e  m a n h a n d lin g  w h ic h  th e s e  

h is t o r ic  n a m e s  o f  H ig h la n d  c la n s m e n  s u ffe r e d  in  t h e  o ffic e s  

o f  to w n  c le r k s .  F e w  w o u ld  s u s p e c t  t h a t  a  f a m i l y  b e a r in g  th e  

c o g n o m e n  o f  T o s h  l iv in g  o n  B lo c k  I s la n d  w e r e  o n c e  p o s s e s ­

s o r s  o f  t h e  f in e  o ld  H ig h la n d  n a m e  o f  M a c i n t o s h .  T h e  t y p i ­

c a l  H ig h la n d  p r e n o m e n —  A n g u s —  w a s  w r it t e n  A n g u is h ,  

w h ic h  m ig h t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  t r u e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  m e n ta l  

s t a t e  o f  t h e  c le r k  a f t e r  s t r u g g l in g  w it h  t h e  r o l l in g  b -r - r - r  o f



th e s e  c la n s m e n . H e r e  fo l lo w s  th e  o ff ic ia l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  

n a m e s  o f  th e s e  S c o tc h m e n .16

A list of the passengers aboard the John and Sarah of London John 
Greene 7n[aste]r bound for new England.

A nderson, A lester 
A nderson, D avid 
A nderson, John 
A nderson, W illiam

Banes [Bayne'], William
Beames, Willlam
Benne [Bene or Benny], James
Benne, John
Bereere, T homas
B lacke, Daniel
Boye, John
Boye, John
Boye, R obert
Broun, John
Brounell, Henry
Buckanon, D avid
B uckanon [Buchanan], John

Camell [Campbell], James 
Camell, John 
Camell, Neile 
Carmuckhell [Carmichael], 
John

CuRMUCKHELL, WILLIAM
Carter, Neile 
Clewston, W illiam 
Coehon [Colquhoon], John 
Cowe, A lester 
C rag [Craig], John 
Cragon [Craigen], John 
C rockford, James 
Croome, John 
Crosshone, Patrick

D eugle [Dongall], Edward 
Deugell, William

D ell, W illiam 
D ulen, Edward

Edminsheire, John 
English, James 
Enclish , Patrick

Farfarson, James 
Fossem, M ichael 
Fressell, Edward 
Fressell, William

Gorden, Daniel 
Gorden, James 
G urden, John 
Gordon, L aughleth 
Graunt, A lester 
Graunt, A lexander 
Graunt, D aniel 
Graunt, James 
Graunt, James 
Graunt, James 
Graunt, John 
Graunt, John 
Graunt, John 
Graunt, Patrick 
Graunt, T homas 
Graunt, W illiam 
Gu nn , D aniel 
Gurner, James

Hagoman, John 
Hamilton, David 
Hamilton, James 
Hamilton, R ory 
Hedricke, James 
Hidrecke, W illiam 
H erron, Patrick

16 N. E. Hist. Gen. Reg., I. 378; Suffolk Deeds, 1. 5-6. The names are 
here arranged in alphabetical order for greater convenience, as near as can 
be accomplished with the crude attempts of the clerk to spell the Scotch 
surnames.



Highen, R obert 
Hogg, John 
Hogg, John 
Hogg, John 
Hogc, D aniel 
Hogg, N eile 
How, D aniel 
Hudson, D aniel 
Hudson, John 
Hume [Home], Axester 
Hu m e , D avid 
Hu m e , David

Jackson, James 
Jackson, Patrick 
Jackson, R ichard 
Jackson, Walter 
Jameson, D avid 
Jameson, N eile 
Jimson, Patrick 
Johnson, N eile 
Jones, Patrick

K allexdra [Callender], A lester 
Hallender, David 
K allender, James 
K emper, D aniel

Lesten, C harles

Mack , Henry
Mackurnell [MacConnell), 

Cana
Mackannell, D aniel 
Mackennell, Daniel 
Mackunnell, Sander 
Mackannell, W illiam 
Mackunnell, (torn) 
Mackalinsten (M ac Allis ter), 

Alinster
M akalester, Daniel 
Mackalester, John 
Mackaine [MacKcan], D aniel 
Mackhan , D aniel 
M ackaine, D aniel 
Mackhene, Alester 
Mackane, John 
Mackane, John

M ackaine, Neile 
Mackane, Neile 
Mackane, Patrick 
Machame, R obert 
Mackaine, R obert 
Mackaine, Samuel 
Mackaine, William 
Mackaine, W illiam 
Mackandra [MacAndrew], Wil­

liam
M ackally \MacCullar], James 
Mackcreth, Patrick 
M ackreith, James 
M ackdoell [MacDowell], San­

der
Mackey [MacKay) ,  Hugh 
M ackey, Hill (Neile)
Mackey, John 
Machy, R ory 
Mackey, Sander 
Macken, W illiam 
Mackenthow, John 
M ackendocke [Macintosh], 

Daniel
Mackontoss, W illiam 
Macketh, D avid 
M acketh, N elle 
M ackforson [MacPherson], 

John

M ackfarson, Origlais (?) 
Mackfarson, (tom) 
Mackfarson, R obert 
M ackhatherne, Patrick 
Mackhellin, Daniel 
Mackhellin, John 
Mackhele, A lester 
M ackhell, James 
Mickell, James 
Mackhoe [MacKee?], Daniel 
Mackhome, David 
Mackholme, John 
Mackone, N eile 
Macklude, [MacLeod), John 
Mackilude, M urtle 
Macklyne, ( torn)

M acknester, Allester 
Macknith, Daniel 
M acknith, D aniel



M acknith , Patrick 
M ackrore [MacCrcary?], 

A lester
Macktentha, Cana
M acktenneth, Sen nel
M acktomas, Glester [ A lester ]

M ackwilliam, Gellust
Man, D aniel
M ann, John
M ann, Patrick
M artin, D aniel
M ichell, James
M icknab [MacNabb], James
M iller, Sander
M illeson, Sander
M elward, D avid
M ilward, James
M onlow [Monroe?], Daniel
M onrow, H ugh
M onrow, ( to m )

M unrow, John 
M ontrose, L aughlell 
M onwilliam, D aniel 
M onwilliam, D avid 
Morcot, Sannder 
M ore, (torn)
M oore, James 
M orre, John 
M orre, John 
M orton, Patrick 
M unckrell, W illiam 
M urrow, James 
M urrow, John 
M urrow, John 
M urrow, Jonas 
Murrow, Neile 
M uckstore, N eile

Oneale, Daniel

Patterson, D avid 
Pattison, James 
Perry, George 
P u n n , Edward, (?)

R obinson, Alester 
R obinson, C harles 
R obinson, Daniel 
R obinson, James 
R obinson, John 
R obinson, John 
R obertson, Patrick 
R oss, A lester 
R oss, D aniel 
R oss, D avid 
Ross, James 
R oss, James 
R osse, John 
Rosse, John 
R osse, John 
Ross, Jonas 
R ow', James 
R oye, D onald 
R ussell, Simon

Scott, John 
Sessor, Daniel 
Sheron, A nsell 
Shurron, D aniel 
Shiva (to m ), Samuel 
Shone, James 
Shum e [Hume?], John 
Simson, A lester 
Simson, D aniel 
Simson, Daniel 

• Simson, D avid 
Simson, Patrick 
Simson, Sander
S lN C L A R E , S A L A M A N

Sm ith , Henry
S o T H E R L A N D , A n SE L L

Sotherland, Patrick 
Sterling, D avid 
Sterling, John 
Stewart, A ustin 
Stewart, Charles 
Stewart, N eile 
Stewart, R obert 
Stewart, W illlam

Querne [Queen, MacQueen], 
A mos

Quenne, George

T anniell, John 
T eller, David 
T eller, William



T enler, D avid 
T enler, John 
T enler, R obert 
T erris, A ndrew 
T iler, E van 
T hompson, A lexander 
T ooth [Touch?], A lester 
T ower, Patrick

W ilson, John 
Wilson, John 
Woodall, John 
Woodell, John 
[torn) D aniel 
(torn) Patrick 
(torn) Patrick 
(tom ) . . . 
(tom ) . . . 
(tom ) Alester 
(tom ) . . .

Wallis, N icholas 
W ilson, A ndrew 
W ilson, C hristopher

T h e persons a fo re  named past from  hence in the ship afore mentioned 
and are according to  order R egistered heare. dat. Search office, Gravesend 
8th N ovem ber 1651.

T h i s  l i s t  c o n t a in s  2 6 1  n a m e s ,  b u t  B e c x  in  a  s u b s e q u e n t  

l e t t e r  s a id  t h a t  C a p t .  G r e e n e  “  h a d  w it h  h im  2 4 0  S c o t t s .”  T h e  

a d d i t io n a l  n u m b e r  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  e m b a r k e d  a t  th e  la s t  m o ­

m e n t  b e f o r e  s a i l i n g .17

E v i d e n t l y  t h e  p r is o n e r s  w e r e  m a r c h e d  f r o m  B o s t o n  to  L y n n  

a n d  t h e  t r ip  t o o k  t w o  d a y s .  W i l l ia m  E d m o n d s  w a s  p a id  fo r  

“  d y e t t  f o r  t h e  S c o t t s  b y  t h e  w a y e  f r o m  B o s t o n  to  th e  

w o r k e s . ”  A p p a r e n t l y  a  p h y s i c i a n  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e  c a r a v a n  

w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s ic k .  T h a t  h is  m in is t r a t io n s  w e r e  u n s u c ­

c e s s f u l  in  o n e  c a s e  is  s h o w n  b y  a  c h a r g e  fo r  “  a  w in d e in g  s h e e t  

f o r  D a v i s o n  t h e  S c o t t ,”  w h o  d r o p p e d  b y  t h e  w a y s id e .

I t e m s  o f  h u m a n  in t e r e s t  in  t h e ir  d is p o s a l  a f t e r  a r r iv a l  in ­

c lu d e  a  c h a r g e  o f  £ 3 5  f o r  “  F r a m in g  th e  S c o t t s  h o u s e ,”  th e  

p u r c h a s e  o f  6 5  p a i r  o f  s h o e s  @  5 1  a  p a ir ,  92 p a ir s  o f  s t o c k ­

in g s , 72  s h ir t s ,  92 “  s k in e s  f o r  m a k e in g  t h e  c lo a t h e s , H a t t s  

a n d  B a n d s ,”  w h i le  W i l l ia m  E m m o r y  a n d  J a m e s  M a c k a l l  g o t  

“  t w o  S t u f f e  S u i t e s .”  G o o d y  B u r t  o f  L y n n  w a s  p a id  fo r  

“  p h is ic k e  ”  f o r  t h e s e  w h o  w e r e  i l l .  T w o  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  o f  

t o b a c c o  w e r e  b o u g h t  fo r  t h e m , c o s t in g  £ 1 3 :  1 7 :  0 4 , a n d  wTe 

m a y  c r e d i t  t h is  “  g o o d  d e e d  in  a  n a u g h t y  w o r ld  ”  to  th e  

m a n a g e r s  o f  t h e  w o r k s .

17 Accounts of Lynn Iron Works, fol. 39. Baker Library, Harvard 
University.



V a r io u s  ite m s  u n d e r  th e  h e a d  o f  d ie t  s h o w  t h a t  in  c h a n g in g  

n u m b e r s , fr o m  s ix t y - o n e  m e n  to  t w e n t y - e ig h t ,  t h e  c h a r g e  fo r  

th e  la r g e r  q u o t a  p e r  w e e k  w a s  £ 1 8 :  0 6 :  o o . T h e  d ie t  o f  

t w e n t y - e ig h t  m e n  fr o m  D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 6 5 1 ,  t o  A u g u s t  3 , 

1 6 5 2 , b e in g  t h ir t y - t w o  w e e k s , w a s  £ 2 6 8 : 1 6 :  00. I n  th e  in ­

v e n t o r y  o f  1 6 5 3  th e  m a n a g e r  r e p o r t e d  t h i r t y - s e v e n  “  S c o t t s  

a t  20  p o u n d  p e r  m a n  ”  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  s le p t  t h r e e  in  

a  b e d , a s  t h e y  h a d  o n ly  “  1 1  b e d s  a n d  b o ls t e r s  w i t h  22 C o v e r -  

le t t s  a n d  b la n c k e t s  a m o n g  th e  S c o t t s .”

T h e  L o n d o n  p r o p r ie t o r s  w e r e  w a t c h f u l  o f  th e  c o s ts  o f  t h e  

c o m m is s a r y  f o r  th e s e  p r is o n e r s .  I n  a  le t t e r  o f  B e c x  to  th e  

m a n a g e r  h e  s a id  o n  t h is  p o in t :

W e  w ro tt y o u  th a t w e desired th e  S co tts  sh o u ld  b e  d ietted  b y  
som e ther in  th e  C o u n try  b y  those th a t w o u ld  h a v e  (su p p lied  th e )  
best and ch ea p e st an d  n o t to h a ve  it d on e b y  y o u  a t  such  a h igh  
R a te  the C o m p a n y  n ot b ein g  w illin g  to  a llo w  a b o v e  3 s  6 d  p er w ee k  
and  y o u  b ein g  5 j . 18

A n d  a g a in  B e c x  s h o w e d  h is  a n x ie t y  fo r  th e  s a le  o f  t h e s e  

“  S c o t t s  ”  s o  t h a t  th e  C o m p a n y  m ig h t  r e a l iz e  o n  t h e  v e n t u r e :

m oreover w e sen t y o u  a fte r  y o r  4 M o n e th e s  A r iv a ll  th e s  82 S co tts  
w h ich  i f  th e y  h ad  beene sold  for the C o m p a n y s  use on e h a lfe  o f th em  
w ou ld  h a ve  p ro cu red  y o u  a b o v e [£ ]6 o o  fo r  30 o f  th em  an d  th en  
y o u  sho uld  h a v e  as y e t t  30 m ore R e m a in e in g  a t th e  W o rk s  to  h a v e  
don y o u r  bu sin ess co m p lea t th a t y o u  w o u ld  n ot h a v e  w a n ts co m en  
[co m in g ], h an d s nor s to c k e d 9

T h i s  s e c o n d  c o n s ig n m e n t  o f  h u m a n  f r e i g h t  f o u n d  a  w id e r  d i s ­

tr ib u t io n  a m o n g  th e  to w n s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  th e  a d ja c e n t  

p r o v in c e s ,  a s  th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  f ir s t  c o n s ig n m e n t  h a d  w h e t t e d  

th e  e n v y  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a d  f a i le d  to  p r o c u r e  c h e a p  la b o r  f r o m  

th is  n e w  k in d  o f  a u c t io n  b lo c k .  I t  h a d  t h e  s a n c t io n  o f  J o h n  

C o t t o n  a n d  t h a t  w a s  e n o u g h  to  d e a d e n  t h e  N e w  E n g la n d  c o n ­

s c ie n c e . T h e y  w e r e  s o ld , a s  b e f o r e ,  to  p l a n t e r s  a n d  m il l-  

o w n e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o lo n ie s  in  t h is  s e c t io n .  T h e  u s u a l  

te r m s  p r e v a i le d  a s  t o  p r ic e  a n d  l e n g t h  o f  s e r v ic e .  B a s e d  o n  

t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  U n ity ,  th e s e  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y -  

t w o  p r is o n e r s  m u s t  h a v e  n e tte d  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  J o h n  a n d  

S a r a h  a b o u t  £ 4 ,0 0 0 , a  t i d y  s u m  in  t h o s e  d a y s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t in g  

a b o u t  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  in  p r e s e n t  v a lu e s .  M o r e  o f  th e s e  p r is -  

18 lb., fol. 42. 19 ib., foi. 43.



o n e r s  w e r e  s e n t  to  th e  s o u t h e r n  C o lo n ie s  a n d  to  th e  W e s t  I n d ia  

I s la n d s  th a n  to  N e w  E n g la n d ,  b u t  th e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  t r a n s ­

a c t io n  is  n o t  c h a n g e d  b y  a  d is p a r i t y  in  n u m b e r s .

I t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  th o s e  w h o  e n g a g e d  in  t h is  

t r a f f ic ,  e u p h e m is t ic a l ly  h id d e n  w it h  t h e  la b e l  o f  “  a p p r e n t ic e ­

s h ip s ,”  s h o u ld  h e s i t a t e  t o  d r iv e  t h e ir  h e lp le s s  s e r v a n t s  to  th e  

p o in t  o f  i l l  t r e a t m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  is  n o t  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th is  w a s  

a  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t io n .  H o w e v e r ,  o n  M a y  2 3 , 1 6 5 5 ,  a  n u m b e r  

o f  t h e m  c o m p la in e d  o f  t h is  in e v it a b le  o u t g r o w t h  o f  b o n d a g e  

a n d  p e t i t io n e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  fo r  f r e e ­

d o m , b u t  t h e ir  r e q u e s t  w a s  r e f u s e d  in  th e  f o l lo w in g  t e r m s :  20

In  a n sw e r  to  th e  p e tit io n  o f  seu era ll Sco tshm en  [w h o d esire to be 
freed  fro m  th e ir  m a ste rs , th e  C o u rt, seein g] no p ro o fe  n or p roba- 
b ility e  a p p e a r in g  o f w h a t  th e  p etitio n ers affirm e, th e  C o u r t sees no 
cau se to  g ra u n t th eire  re q u e s t.

S a m u e l  S t r a t t o n  o f  W a t e r t o w n  b o u g h t  o n e  o f  th e s e  S c o t c h ­

m e n  a n d  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  in  th e  c a s e  a r e  h e r e  s h o tv n . I t  is , o f  

c o u r s e ,  a n  o p e n  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  th e s e  m e n , u n a b le  to  s ig n  

t h e ir  n a m e s ,  c o u ld  r e a d  t h e  in d e n tu r e s  b y  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  

b o u n d  a n d  in  t h is  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  i t  is  c le a r  t h a t  A le x a n d e r  

G o r d o n , th e  p a r t y  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t ,  w a s  a  v ic t im  o f  i l l  t r e a t ­

m e n t. H is  o r ig in a l  in d e n t u r e  w a s  a s  f o l lo w s :  21

T h is  in d en tu re  w itn e sse th  th a t I , A llex a n d er G o rth in g  S co tch m an , 
L a te ly  b e in g  a rr iv e d  th e  co a s ts  o f  N e w  E n g la n d , do  co ve n a n t agree 
and  p ro m ise  to  S erv e  G o o d m a n  S tra tto n , P la n te r  o f  W a te rto w n e  
the fu ll  sp ace  o f  s ix  y e a r s , w h erein  I  do prom ise to  do h im  tru e and  
fa ith fu ll  serv ice  n ot to  a b s e n t m y se lfe  d a y  or n ig h t o u t o f  h is fa m ily  
d u re in g  th e  tim e o f  A p p re n tis h ip  a fo re sa id  w ith o u t h is L ice n ce  or 
co n sen t, th a t  I  w ill n o t e n ta n g le  or en gage m y se lfe  in  a n y  w a y  o f 
C o n tra c ts  o r  m a ria g e  d u re in g  the a fo re sa id  tim e, a ll h is L a w fu ll 
d em an d s a n d  in ju n ctio n s  I  do prom ise to  fu lfill to  m y  u tterm o st 
p o w er a n d  a b ilitie s , a ll th is  I  the a fo resa id  A lle x a n d e r  do likew ise  
p ro m ise , b y n d  an d  in g a g e  m y s e lf  to  serve m y  fu ll tim e to  som e o f 
his so n n es u n till it  b e  fu l ly  ex p ired  i f  p ro v id en ce  sh o u ld  ta k e  a w a y  
m y p re se n t m a ster b y  d e a th , w itn es m y  h an d

A llex an der  Gorthing  
his marke &  a scale.

20 Mass. Col. Fee., iv. P t. i , 232. The same entry, differently worded, is 
in lb., m . Pt. 11, 381, from which the words in brackets are taken.

21 Middlesex Deeds, l  61.



O ct. i s ,  1652 
W itn ess, Goodman B lots 

R ichard B lots 
R ichard N orcras.

D e liv e re d  b y  A lex a n d e r as his a ct and  deed in  the p resen ce  o f  us 
u n d erw ritten  to  his m aster G oodm an  S tra tto n .

R ichard N orcross, Jo h n  C l o y s .

W ee con sen t to the tu rn in g over o f th is S e r v a n t to  S am u e l S tra tto n  
th e  19 th  o f  th e  8 m o: 1652

I ncrease N ow ell  
W illia m  H ibbin s

R eco rd ed  2 5 :4 :1 6 5 3  B y  m e T h o : D an fo r th  R e co rd e r.

This may-be regarded as a typical case of the less fortunate 
bondservants. It would seem that after he had finished his 
service with his first master, or possibly before he was re­
deemed through the benevolence of a resident of Cambridge, 
even in his freedom Stratton became the victim of mistreat­
ment at the hands of a subsequent employer. The following 
is a statement of his subsequent difficulties addressed to the 
County Court at Charlestown, as well as a confirmation of 
the story of his travels after the Battle of Worcester: 23

T o  th e  hon ored  the D e p u ty  G overn or w ith  th e  rest o f  th e  m a g is­
trates assem b led  in th e  C o u n ty  C o u rt n o w  h eld  a t  C h a r le sto w n e  
th is  3 d  o f the n t h  m o. 16 6 3 . T h e  P e titio n  o f A le x a n d e r  G ord en  
Sco tch m an .

H u m b ly  S h ow eth  W h e rea s  b y  the w ise  p ro v id e n ce  o f  th e  A l ­
m ig h ty  G o d  y o u r  p o are  p e titio n er (w ith  m a n y  oth ers o f  h is c o u n ­
try m e n ) w a s ta k en  a  p rison er in  the la te  E n g lish  w a rs  w ith  S c o t­
lan d , an d  w ith  m a n y  m ore prison ers b ro u g h t in to  T o t t e l l  fie ld s, 
w h ere a n d  from  w h en ce y o u r  p o are  p e titio n e r  w a s red eem ed  b y  
m onies p a y d  b y  M r . D a n ie l S ton e o f  C a m b rid g e , w h o  h a th , as ap - 
p eares b y  h is  b ill g iv en  u n d er h is h a n d , fr e e ly  g iv e n  y o u r  p o a re  
p e titio n er th e  sam e, an d  a lso  w hereas J n o . C lo ise  o f  W a te rto w n e  
a t  the sam e tim e m oved  y o u r  p etitio n er to  go  a lo n g  w ith  h im  b y  sea  
to  th is  p la ce  w ith o u t a n y  agreem ent fo r  tim e o r  w a g e s , o n ly  h is 
prom ise to b e  as  a  fa th e r  in a ll lo ve  an d  k in d n ess to  y o u r  p o a re  
p e titio n er, a n d  also  w h ereas y o u r  po are p e titio n e r  o b te in e d  h is p a s-

22 Middlesex Court Files. Gordon became the ancestor of a well-known 
family in Exeter.



sage  b y  h is lab o u r w ith o u t a n y  ch arge  to  the said  C lo ise  as  M r. Jn o 
A lle n  th e  m [ a s t e ] r  o f th e  sa id  S h ip  h ath  un der his han d g iv en , 
m a n ife s tin g  a lso  h is w illin g n ess  y o u r  p o are  p etitio n er sh o u ld  h a ve  
th e  b e n e fit o f  th e  sam e, a lso  w h ereas the sa id  Jno. C lo ise  h a th  (a fte r  
fa y t h fu l l  sen d ee for a b o u t a  y e a rs  sp ace p erfo rm ed  b y  y o u r  p e ti­
tio n e r  an d  h ard  usage b y  th e  w ife  o f the said  C lo ise )  now  sould  y o u r 
p o a re  p e titio n e r  fo r  sev en tee n  p o u n d es w ith o u t a n y  recom pen se or 
co n s id e ra tio n  o f  h is p ro m ise  m ade to y o u r  p etitio n er, o r  the p e ti­
tio n e rs  la b o r  in  the sh ip  o r  on  shoare w h e re b y  y o u r  p o are  p e ti­
tio n e r  ap p reh e n d e th  h im se lf to  b e  m uch w ro n ged , y e t  b ein g  a  p o are  
e x ile  a n d  frien d less h a th  b een  w illin g  to  suffer, y o u r p e titio n er do 
th e re fo re  n o w  h u m b ly  C o m e n d  th e  C o n sid eratio n  o f  th e  prem ises 
to th is  H o n o red  C o u r t h a v e in g  no o th er reffu ge; a n d  y o u r  p etitio n er 
sh a l b e  r e a d y  to p ro v e  th e  p e rtic u la rs  a b o v e n am ed, and doe H u m b ly  
in tr e a te  th is  H o n o red  C o u r t  to  vo u sa fe  th e  C o n sid eratio n  th e re o f 
th a t  so  fa r  a s  ju s tic e  a n d  e q u ity , a cco rd in g  to  th e  law s o f  G o d  an d  
th is  C o m in w e a lth , w ill  te n d  to  th e  releiff o f  y o u r  p e titio n er, y o u r  
p o a re  p e titio n e r  m a y  re c e iv e  som e help  th erefro m e, A n d  y o u r  p e ti­
tio n e r  sh a ll se t d ow n  w e ll p a y d  w ith  th e  d eterm in atio n  o f  th is 
H o n o re d  C o u rt an d  sh a ll c o n tin u e  h u m b ly  to  p r a y  etc.

A llexander  Gorden.

Valentine Hill of Dover, formerly of Boston, where he had 
been a Deacon of the First Church, was one of the large 
dealers in these contract prisoners. He was interested with 
Kemble, to whom the prisoners had been consigned, in the 
mills at Dover, and thus came his connection wTith these 
Worcester captives. But he had also bought some of the pre­
vious lot of Dunbar men, as appears from the town records: 23

5 : io m o : i 6 s 2 :  G iv e n  a n d  g ra n te d  u n to  M r . V alen tin e  H ill, his 
h e ire s , E x e cu to rs , a d m in istra to rs  o r  assign s fou re acres o f  lan d  a d ­
jo in in g  to  G o o d m an  H u d so n s L o tt  fo r  h is S co ts.

Also the following confirms his extensive dealings in this kind 
of labor: 24

L a y d  o u t a n d  B o u n d e d  to  h e n re y  B ro w n  an d  Jam es O re  fo w er 
a c k e r s  w h ich  w ere g iv e n  a n d  gra n ted  u n to  M r . V a llen tin e  H ills  
sev en  S co tes in  the y e ir  16 5 2 : S a id  land ly e th  on the n orth ern  side 
o f  th e  la n d  th a t  w a s g ra n te d  to H u d so n  an d  now  in  th e  h an d s o f 
E d w a r d  P a tte rso n .

23 Dover Town Records, 1. 59. 24 lb.


