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Background:{1]

After the War of 1812,
territorial jurisdiction of western
lands including the Pacific
Northwest became the subject of
negotiations between Great Britain
and the United States. In 1818,
the two countries agreed that
territories west of the Rocky
Mountains would remain "free and
open," allowing joint access and
use of the resources by both
countries. Over several years,
American settlers, traders and
missionaries increased their
presence in the region while the
British continued to establish
trading posts and agricultural
stations throughout the northwest.
The vast area known as the Oregon

Territory, generally fell under the
-domain of the British-owned

Hudson's Bay Company.

Negotiations between Great
Britain and the United States over
sovereignty of the western
territory continued until 1846,
when both countries settled on the
49th North Parallel as the boundary
between British possessions and the
United States. All of Vancouver
Island would remain British and
through the San Juan Islands, the
boundary between the two countries
followed the "middle of the
channel" between Vancouver Island
and the mainland.[2]

Language in the treaty, however,
made it unclear as to which of two
major channels -- Canal de Haro or
Rosario -- was "the" channel,
demarcating the boundary. Between
these two straits were the San Juan
[slands. Both the British colonial
government, through the Hudson's Bay

:Company, and the newly-established
U.S. Territory of Washington laid
claim to the islands. The British
believed the boundary followed the
channel through Rosario Strait, east
of San Juan Island. The Americans
believed the correct boundary was
along Haro Strait on the west side of
the island. The previous year, in
1845, two years after establishing
Fort Victoria on Vancouver Island,
Hudson's Bay officials had formally
made claim to the San Juan Islands.
Five years later the company began
operation of a seasonal fishing
station on San Juan Island, and in
1853, officials sent Charles Griffin
to establish an agricultural station
on the island's south end. Griffin
named the station Bellevue Farm.

The discovery of gold on
Canada's Fraser River in 1857
brought an influx of adventurers to
the area. By 1859, about 25
American citizens were living on San
Juan Island. The issue of which
country actually owned the islands
became a major dispute when an
American settler living on the south
end of San Juan shot and killed a
pig belonging to the Hudson's Bay
Company. Disagreement between
British and American authorities
over replacement costs and
exaggerated accounts of the incident
led American settlers on the island
to petition the government for
protection. Two months after the
incident, American troops landed on
San Juan Island near Bellevue Farm
and established a camp. In
response, the British Government
sent three naval ships to Griffin
Bay, and formal protests were
exchanged. An uneasy peace was
maintained while negotiations
between the two countries
continued. Finally, in October
1859, Great Britain and the United
States agreed to joint occupation of
San Juan Island until the boundary
dispute could be settled, thus



concluding what has become known as
"the Pig War." [3] In March 1860
the Royal Marines were sent to the
north end of the island with
supplies and provisions for
construction of a British camp.

Over the next 12 years, both the
British Camp site and the American
Camp site on San Juan Island
developed into substantial
structural complexes with officers'
quarters and barracks, parade
grounds, hospitals and service
buildings, fortifications, gardens,
extensive roads, and communication
systems linking both posts and the
community at large.

San Juan Town on Griffin Bay
also flourished during this period,
providing goods and services to the
American soldiers and settlers.
Arbitration over the boundary and
joint occupation of the island
lasted until 1872 when the San Juan
Islands were awarded to the United
States.

After the British and American
troops withdrew, buildings and
structures at both camp sites were
auctioned or moved, and the land
subdivided. Homesteaders, taking
claim to the former camp sites,
settled into a rural,
self-sustaining existence. Over
several years, farming and
cultivation of the land around
American Camp, establishment of
orchards at British Camp, and
grazing at both sites had a
significant impact on the historic
landscape. In an effort to preserve
both historic sites, the State of
Washington purchased over one
hundred acres at British Camp, and
just under five acres at American
Camp. As tourism increased on the
jsland, development pressures and
construction of vacation homes
continued to impact the historic
landscape at both sites. By 1964,

in order to assure long-term
preservation of the sites, the State
was favoring federal ownership and
administration of American Camp and
British Camp. Two years later, in
1966, Congress established San Juan
Island National Historical Park "for
the purpose of interpreting and
preserving the sites of American and
English Camps on the island and
commemorating the historic events
that occurred from 1853 to 1871 on
the island."[4] The following year
the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission transferred
jurisdiction of its holdings to the
National Park Service.

The National Park Service has
restored and currently maintains
four historic buildings at British
Camp and two at American Camp.
Archeological investigations have
been conducted at both sites and
several remnant features and
structures have been stabilized.
Interpretive exhibits and trails
route visitors to the primary
resources at both sites.




Although several significant
features and historic patterns of
land use are still discernable at
both sites, they remain i11-defined
and unarticulated. Further, much
original fabric at British Camp and
American Camp is missing or has been
jmpacted by use of the land
subsequent to the historic period,
hampering visitor understanding of
the historic scene and primary
resources.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to
jidentify significant historic
features and landscape patterns at
American Camp and British Camp and
incorporate those components into
design proposals for both sites.
The goal of the study is to develop
a range of appropriate designs that
protect significant historic
landscape resources and enhance
visitor understanding and access to
those resources.

Process and Seope

In this study, American Camp and
British Camp were regarded as two
individual sites with a common
historic 1ink and fixed period of
historic significance. A
comprehensive review of all National
Park Service (NPS) planning reports,
administrative materials and
historic documents on file in the
park and the regional office was
undertaken prior to intensive work
at both sites. Collectively, these
documents helped clarify the
existing data base, programmatic
needs and d1rect1ons for additional
research. The historic landscape
study for San Juan Island was
divided into three phases: research,
analysis and evaluation, and design
development,

In addition to park and regional

office files, historical research
was conducted at the Northwest
Collection, University of
Washington; the Department of
Natural Resources in Qlympia,
Washington; and the Provincial
Archives in Victoria, British
Columbia. Correspondence with the
National Archives in Wash1ngton,
D.C. alsc yielded important

‘documents and information.

Concurrent with historical research,
fieldwork was conducted at each site
and documentation of the existing
conditions was completed. The third
task during the research phase of
the project involved a review and
assessment of archeological work
done at both sites in the 1970s.
With the assistance of the Regional
Archeologist, a large amount of data
was synthesized and significant new
investigations were incorporated
into this landscape report.

Analysis and evaluation of the
historic landscape of American Camp
and British Camp involved
organization and synthesis of
historic documentation,
archeological data and contemporary
site features and conditions. Two
types of analysis were used. The
first technique involved an
evaluation of individual artifacts
and remnant features at each site.
Historic base maps, archeological
base maps, and maps depicting the
location of existing individual
structures and landscape components
were combined in a series of map
overlays. From this process it was
possible to assess the physical

integrity of the remaining
individual features. The second
technique incorporated this
information and documented five
significant landscape systems at
each site. Because British Camp and
American Camp have a fixed period of
significance (1859-1872), this
analysis included relevant data from



the historic period for each system
evaluated. This technique greatly
enhanced understanding of complex
land uses and existing landscape
systems within a historic context.
From this analysis, significant
landscape features and patterns were
identified and their historic
significance and integrity assessed
according to National Register
criteria. Design recommendations
were then developed that address
preservation and enhancement of each
historic site.

The findings from all three
phases of the study are included in
this report, which has four
sections: I. INTRODUCTION; II
AMERICAN CAMP; III. BRITISH CAMP;
and IV. APPENDICES AND
BIBLIOGRAPHY. Endnotes are included
at the end of each section. Written
portions of the report are repeated
in sections II and III because both
American Camp and British Camp,
while considered individual sites,
share common base information.

The intent of this study is to
develop a range of appropriate
design alternatives for American
Camp and British Camp, based on the
historic record and on programmatic
needs of the park. It is not within
the scope of this study to develop
construction drawings or cost
estimates for proposed work. A list
of future planning options for
implementation of proposals made in
this report are included in the
appendix of this report. A
comprehensive collection of design
details for the park can be found
in the Visual Compatibility
Guidelines for San Juan IsTand
National Historical Park.

Geographical and Physiographic
Setting [5]

The San Juan Isiands are located
in Puget Sound between Victoria,
British Columbia and Seattle,
Washington. The archipelago
includes 172 individual islands that
vary in size and terrain from small
barren rock outcrops to large
forested land masses over fifty
square miles in size. San Juan
Island is the second largest island
in the group, measuring fourteen
miles in length and approximately
six and one half miles at its widest
point.

The island terrain is gently
rolling between three prominent land
features: Mount Dallas, rising 1,036
feet; Mount Young at 650 feet on the
north end of the island; and Mount
Finlayson, a gravel morraine, rising
290 feet above the open prairies on
the south end of the island. The
shorelines are irregular and rugged
with many protected bays and coves.
Sandy, gravelly beaches are common.
The northern two-thirds of San Juan
Island is heavily forested with
douglas fir, cedar, alder and
maple. The southern portion of the
island is generally open and
windswept, primarily composed of
annual and perennial grasses.

San Juan Island National
Historical Park is comprised of two
physically separate and individual
sites: British Camp, on Garrison
Bay at the north end of the island,
and American Camp on the south end.
These two historic sites are the
focus of this study.

Site Boundaries

American Camp

During the American military
occupation of San Juan Island, the

government reservation included the

k
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structural complex of the camp and
the entire southeast end of the
island. As required by
Congressional mandate, in 1875 the
military boundary was reducea to 64C
acres. Most of tne land originally
held under military jurisdiction
during the occupation is within the
current National Park Service
boundary. This area --
approximately 1,223 acres -- is
considered the historic zone for the
American Camp site, providing an
envelope of land uses and landscape
patterns that relate to the historic
setting, Within this historic zone
are several additional core areas
including Bellevue Farm, San Juan
Town and the Spring Camp Site.

These areas have historic
significance independent of American
Camp yet contribute directly to the
historic context and development of
the site. The specific area
addressed in part I of this study
encompasses the fifty acres that
supported the structural complex of
the American Camp. This area
includes the Redoubt, remaining
structures, and acreage directly
adjacent to the camp, and is
considered the historic site for the
study.

British Camp

In 1860, the British Camp site
at the north end of San Juan Island
extended inland from the shore of
Garrison Bay to Bell Point on the
north and Young Hill to the east.
Most of this land falls within the
current National Park Service
boundary (529 acres) and is
considered the historic zone for
part II of this study. Young Hill,
the site of the British Camp
cemetery, is a core area within this
zone. The specific site addressed
in part II of this study focuses on
the 20 acres that supported the
structural complex of the British
Camp. This area is considered the
historic site for the study.
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ENDNOTES: PART ONE - INTRODUCTION

1. Comprehensive histories of the events associated with the joint
occupation of San Juan Island are documented in numerous other places
(see Bibliography). Specific information used in this section of the
report is taken from Patricia Erigero and Barry Schnoll, Historic
Structures Report, Crook House (National Park Service, Seattle
Washington, 1984), pgs 18-21.

2. Erwin Thompson, Historic Resource Study, San Juan Island National
Historical Park, Washington (Denver Service Center: National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1972), page 1.

3. A good account of the Pig War can be found in Keith Murray's, The Pig
War
[Pacific Northwest Historical Pamphlet No. 6. Tacoma, Washington:
Washington State Historical Society, 1968).

4, Public Law number 80 Statute 737

5. Wessen, Gary, An Overview and Assessment of the Prehistoric Archeology

of the San Juan Islands (Draft report prepared for the National Park
Service, Pacific Northwest Region, [1987]). See Chapter two in
Wesson's report for an indepth discussion of the geological and
physiographic context of the island.
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Current Conditions

Access and Circulation

Primary access to American Camp
is along Cattle Point Road, six
miles south of Friday Haroor.
Approximately 1/8 mile from the
American Camp visitor center, the
paved road changes to a gravel
surface and continues through the
historic site, providing vehicular
access to the redoubt and National
Park Service (NPS) facilities,
including exhibits, parking, visitor
services and picnic areas. Other
roads within the historic zone,
including American Camp Road north
of the site and Pickett Lane east of
the site provide vehicular access to
4th of July Beach, Jakle's Lagoon,
South Beach , the Jackson Overlook
and Cattle Point.

A trailhead located at the
visitor center parking lot directs
visitors to an interpretive walk--a
mown trail--leading to the camp
site, the redoubt and the site of
Bellevue Farm before circling back
to the visitor center.

Structures

0f the original twenty-eight
primary buildings constructed by the
American military, two have been
restored and remain on site: an
officer's quarters and a
laundresses' quarters. The earthen
redoubt also remains, although paths
on top of the mound and erosion have
had an impact on the structural
integrity of this feature.

As documented by Agee and
others, damage to the historic

landscape by European rabbits since
their introduction in the late 19th
century has been considerable.[1]
Archeological investigation at the
cite, however, indicates some
material from the historic camp
remains, particularly along
Officers' Row. In an effort to help
visitors better understand the
historic scene at American Camp, the
foundation of one of these
buildings has been outlined and the
fence corners around the parade
ground have been reestablished.
Based on archeological data, the
camp flag pole has also been
reconstructed. In addition, remnant
structures remain in some form
(above and/or below ground) at
Bellevue Farm and San Juan Town. No
structural remains have been
docuiented at the Spring Camp site
or the cemetery. Large piles of

fiela stones are scattered
throughout the historic zone. Two
of these rock piles are located near
the American Camp site; one just
west of the parade ground and one
northeast of the redoubt.

ld stones in the
m the NW. (Photo
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Historical Overview

Site Selection

On July 18, 1859, Captain George
Pickett, in command at Fort
Bellingham in the newly established
Washington Territory, received
orders from U.S. Army District of
Columbia headquarters to assemble
provisions and building materials,
and to move his company to San Juan
Island where he was to establish a
new post "...in some suitable
position near the harbor on the
southeastern extremity [of the
island]... ."[2] Less than two
weeks after receiving his orders,
Pickett and his men were on board
the Massachusetts, anchored in
Griffin Bay near the Hudson's Bay
Company wharf on the south end of
San Juan Island. The next morning,
July 28, 1859, the Americans
disembarked and established their
camp on the slope of an open prairie
approximately 200 feet from the
veach. By nightfalli,several tents
were pitched, two mounted guns were
placed nearby, and an American flag
was erected. Although the American
encampment displayed a settied
presence, Captain Pickett was uneasy
about the site and bothered by the
open exposure and proximity of his
new camp to the British guns on
board the Tribune, anchored in the
harbor.[3]

Within the week, Captain Pickett
informed his commanding officer of
his intention to move the camp to
another, more strategic location.

By August 9, 1859, the troops hac
dismantled their tents, and move:
south over a ridge crossing the
narrow neck of the island to the new

25

camp site. Located near a natural
spring and oriented with a view over
the south harbor, this site was, in
Pickett's mind, a more suitable
location for a permanent camp.
Shortly after the move, construction
of two wooden structures - a
barracks and a hospital - was
undertaken using salvaged material
from Fort Bellingham. The day
after construction began, Colonel
Silas Casey arrived with three
companies of infantry from Fort
Steilacoom to assume command of the
American forces on San Juan Island.

Landing on the south side of the
Island, not far from Pickett's camp,
Casey also brought additional
provisions, supplies and equipment,
including as much as three-hundred
thousand board feet of lumber.[4]
The week after Colonel Casey
arrived, a detachment of engineers
and four additional companies of the
third artillery landed and joined
the camp. By the end of August the
American garrison on San Juan Island
had grown to include fifteen
officers, 424 enlisted men and a
number of civilian laborers. This
dramatic influx in the number of
soldiers stationed at the small
camp, in addition to the generally
exposed location and relentless
winds on the hill, prompted Colonel
Casey to request permission to move
to yet another site before erecting
a permanent camp.

The prairie behind the Spring
Camp site stretched east to west
several miles. The land sloped
gently to the southern shoreline of
the island and was broken by narrow
embankments, forested areas and
large isolated boulders on the open
prairie. Composed primarily of low
grasses, portions of the prairie had
been used for several years as
pasture Tand for livestock owned by
the Hudson's Bay Company at Bellevue
Farm. North of Bellevue Farm, the



vegetation cover changed to forest
and, along an embankment on the
northwest edge of the prairie, a
thin belt of conifers created a
protected pocket of land.[5] After
an inspection of the area, Colonel
Casey decided this site was the
ideal location for a military camp.
Sheltered from the wind, with a
commanding view to both harbors,
this new site became the permanent
location for the American military
forces on San Juan Island. Captain
Provost, commander of the boundary
survey for Great Britain, reported
that the new American camp site was
"...very strongly placed in the most
commanding position in this end of
the island, well sheltered in the

rear and on one side by the forest
and on the other by a commanding
emminence." [6]

Shortly after the site was
chosen, the move from the Spring
Camp began. For the second time in
less than one month, tents were
taken down, supplies repacked, and
equipment assembled by the American
troops for a move that would
relocate them Tess than two miles
away.

The new camp site initially
developed with two "zones" or
company areas. Captain L. Hunt (who
had joined the Americans earlier
that month) and the 4th Infantry.
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Superimposed on an 1858 navigational map of Griffin Bay are tihe three early
American Camp sites: No.l--Pickett's first camp--near the Hudson's Bay
Company wharf on Griffin Bay; No.2--known as the Spring Camp site-- on the
south coast, near a natural spring; and No.3--the permanent camp site--

located on a ridge above Bellevue Farm.
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occupied one zone directly north of
the Hudson's Bay Company. Captain
Pickett's company was a short
distance north of Hunt's company, at
the edge of the forest on a shallow
depression of land. The size of the
combined garrison and the early
development of the camp created a
significant impact on the
surrounding lands. Governor Gholson
visited the site in August 1859 and
a newspaper account describing the
camp appeared in the August 24, 1859

Gazette:

"It's hard to conceive a
more romantic spot; the
white tents peeping up and
out from among green
foliage...the glittering
arms of the sentinels...and
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line of artiliery which
faces upon a small, clear,
sward-covered square." [7]

On September 2, 1859, Colonel
Casey was informed that the
American troops were to remain on
San Juan Island at least another
six months while arbitration of the
houndary issue continued. To
accommodate this longer occupation,
Casey was ordered to erect a
suitable encampment as soon as
pogsible. Structural development
at American Camp took place, on and
off, over the next twelve years.

In general, construction of the
camp can be divided into two major
periods; the years between 1859 and
1865 when the primary structural
framework of the site evolved; and
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a second period, between 1866 and
1872, when improvements and
additions established the camp as a
major island settlement. '

Structural Development 1859-1865

Through the summer months and
early fall of 1859, most of the
soldiers at American Camp on San
Juan Island lived in tents as
construction of permanent buildings
began in earnest. Soldiers were put
to work clearing the surrounding
forests and harvesting trees to
provide supplementary timber for
construction. Fortification of the
camp was considered essential and,
concurrent with construction of
permanent buildings, the Americans
undertook the rigorous task of
building a large earthen redoubt.
The engineers who had arrived on the
island two weeks earlier with
Colon-1 Casey, under the leadership
of Lt. Henrv Roberts, surveyed the
area around the camp and selected a
site less than a half-mile east of
the new camp site. Building on a
small natural mound, hundreds of
soldiers and many civilian laborers
worked for over a month, trenching
around the base of the mound,
reshaping and fortifying its
embankments.

The length of the entire earthen
structure measured approximately 700
feet. The longest side along the
south measured 300 feet; the east
and northeast sides, 100 feet each;
and the northwest side, 150 feet.
The west side of the redoubt, facing
the camp site, was open and level,
providing access. A massive
structure, the fortified embankment
was twenty-five feet wide at the
base and eight feet wide at the
top. The interior slope measured
approximately fifteen feet and the
exterior slope dropped twenty-five
feet in places until it met the
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natural grade. Five earthen gun
platforms were built across the
south side, each measuring 12 x 18
feet. This impressive landscape
structure, although not physically
connected to the developing American
Camp to the west, formed the
easternmost edge of the overall camp
site.

While the redoubt was under
construction, and into the winter of
1859, several permanent buildings
were erected at the main camp site.
One of the first structures built at
the camp was a barracks for the
enlisted men.[8] Like several early
structures at American Camp,
portions of the barracks were
constructed of materials salvaged
from Fort Bellingham.[9] A large
single-story building, the barracks
faced south and had a narrow porch
extending across the front facade.
When initially constructed, this
building also contained a kitchen
and messroom for the enlisted men.
Two smaller quarters were built to
supplement housing in the main
barracks. Located northwest and
northeast of the main barracks
building, both of the new quarters
were single story structures,
constructed of logs harvested from
the nearby forests.[10]

Approximately 300 feet south of
the barracks, two houses were built
for officers at the camp. The
smaller of the two was constructed
of logs and measured 30' x 25', with
a porch on the front (north side)
and a kitchen in the rear (south).
The other house, approximately 100
feet east, was built by Captain
Pickett and was one of the more
"finished" of the early buildings
at American Camp. A rather
substantial building, the entire
house was weatherboarded
with a porch in front (north)
wrapping around both sides of the
structure. A kitchen and dining



room were located in the back of the
building. Two outbuildings were set
hack on the south side of each house
forming an edge and back yard.

Two quarters for the company
laundresses were also built before
the end of the year. Portions of
these structures were constructed
using lumber from Fort Bellingham
and lumber purchased by the
laundresses themselves.[11] Most
of the women who worked at the post
as laundresses were the wives of
noncommissioned officers stationed
at the camp.[12] Both of the
quarters for the company laundresses
were sturdy, frame and
weatherboarded structures with two
to four rooms, including a kitchen.
One of these structures (26' x 12')
was sited southwest of the officers'
quarters, the other building
(approximately 30' x 20') was some
distance west and north of the
officers' quarters. Near this
second laundress quarters the camp
hospital was erected. Portions of
this structure were also comprised
of materials from Fort
Bellingham.[13] The hospital
measured approximately 35' X 27',
contained four rooms and had a porch
across the north facade. East of
the hospital, a small two-room
building served as the "orderly
room." Built by Pickett's company,
the structure measured 25' x 14'.

The camp guardhouse was erected
during this early phase of
development, across the compound and
west of the orderly room. At least
portions of this structure came from
Fort Bellingham and evidence
suggests the entire building may
have been moved when Pickett was
transferred.[14] A two-story
blockhouse made of logs was located
next to the main gate (see below).

The Tower floor of this building
measured approximately seventeen
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feet square and the upper "cap,"
which was turned 45° to the base,
measured fifteen feet square.[15]

This building, along with the
officers' quarters, barracks,
orderly room and other quarters,
created the built edges of the
structural encampment. With the
exception of the hospital and
laundress quarters outside of the
compound, all of the structures were
oriented inward, toward a central,
open area that served as the parade
ground.

In the midst of this new
construction at American Camp, Great
Britain and the United States
successfully negotiated an agreement
in 1859 calling for the joint
occupation of San Juan Island.
Because of this agreement, General
Scott ordered a reduction in the
number of American troops stationed
on San Juan Island. This action
greatly consolidated the structural
development of American Camp.
Captain Hunt, who had initially
established his company south of
Pickett's company, was ordered to
move his men north into the site
developed by Pickett, and
concentrate any new development in
this area where, as General Scott
suggested, his men would have better
shelter during the winter and be
further away from the Hudson's Bay
Company farm.[16] By the spring of
1860, Captain Hunt reported:

"My men are all comfortably
housed and I am established in
as neat and snug a cottage as
you would wish to see. It is
built of hewn logs, closely
fitting and lined within a
piazza in front, the columns of
which are decidely rustic, being
cut from the forest, peeled and
the knots left some inches

Tong." [17]

|



Although most new construction
stopped when Hunt took command of
American Camp, two other buildings
were added to the camp in the early
1860s. A new, much-needed kitchen
and messroom replaced the existing
facilities in the barracks
building. Sited north of the
barracks, this log structure was
large enough to accommodate
sixty-four soldiers. The other new
building -- a bakehouse -- was sited
close to the kitchen and measured
20" X 12'.

Prior to 1865, the primary
buildings at the camp were linked by
an extensive wood fence which
circled and enclosed the parade

qround. Along the southeast
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section of the fence, near the
blockhouse, an arched gateway servea
as the main entry for foot traffic.
Access to the complex for supply
wagons was limited to unloading
areas behind the kitchen and along
the northwest edge of the parade
ground fence, near the company
storeroom. A boundary demarcating
the greater military reservation was
also laid-out in the early 1860s and
initially included most of the land
on the southeast end of the
island.[18] Evidence also suggests
that, as was typical of other
military posts, American Camp had
rather large vegetable garden
located "near the barracks and
contained enough esculents [sic] to
keep them until this time next
vear." [19]

By the mid-1860s, these twelve
buildings, the parade ground, the
fences, outbuildings and the redoubt
were the primary structures
comprising American Camp. A
flagstaff was erected near the
quardhouse, towering high above the
complex. With the outbreak of the
Civil War, construction at American
Camp came to a virtual stop.

Because the American troops on San
Juan Island were "regulars", the
garrison remained on the Island
throughout the war years.[20] With
little military activity other than
the camp routine of batallion drill,
target practice, daily duties and
parade, the insular and quiet nature
of the post began to take its toll
on the soldiers.[21] Boredom,
drinking, desertion and suicide
increased among the troops.
Lawlessness and "whiskey-sellers" in
San Juan Town proved a vexing
problem for American commanders
trying to maintain discipline and
morale. There were other, more
desirable diversions. Travelling
theater companies gave performances
for the soldiers periodically and



every holiday became an occasion for

great celebration. The Fourth of
July was a particularly festive time
with the Royal Marines from British
Camp invited for sporting games and
festivities lasting well into the
evening.

While arbitration of the
bpundary question dragged-on and the
War Department was still consumed
with the Civil War, little attention
was given to the small American
military camp on San Juan Island.
The Army had not planned on a
long-term occupation of the site and
the structures at American Camp
reflected the reluctance to invest
in anv permanent structural
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complex. As a result, over the
years, many of the buildings at the
camp fell into a severe state of
disrepair. Inspection reports from
visiting officers indicated that
many of the buildings were
unsuitable for housing the troops or
providing a healthy environment. In
1865, the commanding officer of the
American Camp requested new building
materials and paint for general
repair and improvement of the camp
structures including a new gate for
the post cemetery, a new flagstaff,

and a new mess and kitchen. Finally
in 1866, the War Department

indicated it was prepared to make
the necessary investment and

approved the expenditure.
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Early map illustrating the American encampment, Bellevue Farm, San Juan Town

and significant landscape features in the early 1860s.
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Structural Development 1866-1872

Repairs and new construction at
American Camp accelerated
dramatically between 1866 and 1868.
Seven of the original buildings were
repaired and converted to new uses;
two received major additions and the
remaining buildings received various
types of repairs. In addition, the
Americans doubled the number of
permanent structures at the camp by
erecting over a dozen new buildings,
both within and adjacent to the
main complex. More fencing was
built, and roads and circulation
systems were improved and expanded,
linking the camp with the greater
island community (see below).

Although soldiers were sent to
Fort Bellingham to salvage any
remaining building materials, a
large quantity of raw materials for
the repair and construction of new
structures came from the island
itself. A number of civilians were
hired to help the soldiers harvest
the nearby forests and some
civilians were employed as
carpenters, masons and blacksmiths
to supplement the labor force during
the construction "boom." [22]
Remarkably, well over one-half of
the new structures built at the
American Camp between the years 1866
and 1874 were erected during 1867
alone.

Among the first structures added
to the camp were new quarters for
the officers. Sited adjacent to and
between the existing structures,
both buildings were weatherboarded,
with a porch on the front and a
kitchen in back of each residence.
Although all four officers' quarters
were different in size, shape and

spacing, they were all materially
very similar. The front facade of
each structure created an even row
facing the parade ground and, with a
boardwalk extending across the front
porches, there was not only a
cohesiveness to Officers' Row, but a
relative degree of formality. As
with other officers' quarters,
outbuildings were sited behind the
new houses and whitewashed fences
enclosed the backyards of each
individual structure, providing a
more private, residential character
for the officers' families.

Directly west of Officers' Row
and set back approximately fifty
feet from the boardwalk, a small,
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two-room structure was built to
provide an administrative center for
the camp and offices for the camp
commander and adjutant officer.
Historical documents indicate this
building had a porch on all four
sides.[23]

Outside of the fence surrounding
the main encampment, a new hospital
was built just thirty feet from the
first hospital. A simple
rectangular structure, it had six
rooms and a front porch on the north
side. The old hospital was repaired
and adapted to provide office space,
a dispensary, surgery room and a
kitchen area. These two medical
buildings were linked with a plank
walkway and, along with a small
outbuilding, comprised a discrete
complex enclosed by a low wood
fence. [24]

Although the American military
on San Juan Island did not have a
cavalry, they did construct a
sizable barn and stable some
distance west of the main compound.

The two-story barn was large enough
to accommodate fifteen animals on
the ground level, while the upper
area was used to store hay and
commissary goods. Additional hay
and feed was kept in the granary
building which was attached to the
barn. On the west side of this
structure, a small area was enclosed
by a wood fence creating a corral
for pasturing livestock.[25]

A cluster of three
service-related structures was built
near the barn on the south side of
the road, paralleling the property
line of the Hudson's Bay Company
farm. The westernmost building was
a small, one-room structure used as
a blacksmith shop. Directly east,
another structure provided storage
room for a year's supply of clothing
and equipment for the garrison. The
third building in this row was the
commissary storehouse. Largest of
the three structures, it could hold
six months subsistence supplies for
the entire camp.[26]

Photograph of American Camp ca. 1867 showing fenced encampment, Officers’
Row to the left, the new hospital and the barn/stable in the background.
View from the NE. (Provincial Archives, Vietoria, B.C.: SAJH-photo file)
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A second storeroom was built in
the main compound along the
northwest edge of the parade
ground. From this location, goods
were supplied to the bakery and

kitchen across the parade ground.

The former orderly room next to this
building was converted to offices
for the quartermaster and commissary
officers.

Also during 1867 a much needed
mess for non-commissioned officers
was built next to the existing mess
and kitchen facility behind the
barracks. The barracks building
itself was enlarged and repairs
made, upgrading and stabilizing this
large structure.

Other structures built during
this second period of development at
American Camp included an orderly
room, reading room, a third
laundress quarters, storerooms,
washhouse, shoemaker shop and post
traders' building. A telegraph
office was located west of Officers
Row but it is unclear when this
building was erected.[27] In many
cases, older buildings were
converted and put to new uses. The
old bakehouse became a barracks in
1871, one of the early quarters in
the northeast corner of the complex
became the carpenter shop, and
another building in the northwest
corner of the complex was fitted
with an oven and became the camp
bakehouse.

Roads and Other Structures

Access and Circulation

Because of early settlement and
development on the southern end of
San Juan Island, the road system in
the vicinity of American Camp was
relatively extensive. The primary
road from the north end of the
island passed Eagle's Cove on the
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south shore and turned east toward
the encampment. Near the American
Camp barn and granary the road
jogged north again and followed the
southwest edge of the main compound,
abutting the backyards of the
officers' quarters. Just past the
compound, this same road branched in
two directions; one route led north
of the Redoubt toward San Juan Town,
and the other continued east to the
very tip of the island.[28] This
second road also branched south,
leading to the Spring Camp site near
the shoreline. Although the camp
did have some on-site water,
historical evidence suggests that
carts were used to bring water from
"at least a mile distant" to supply
fresh water.[29] Secondary roads
led from the northern edge of the
compound: one led travellers through
the forest to Griffin Bay; the other
road led north, connecting with the
main road to British Camp. Other
roads and trails around the camp
evolved within this larger
framework, dictated by need, use and
changing settlement patterns over
the years.

Within the fenced compound,
circulation paths were minimal. A
diagonal footpath ran between the
barracks area and the orderly room
along the northwest edge of the
fence. Along that edge of the
fence, an opening permitted access
to the hospital and other structures
southwest of the compound. The
formal entry to the compound was
along the northeast edge of the
fence, near the flag and guardhouse.

Camp Cemetery

~ The American Camp cemetery was
located approximately 500 yards
southeast of the encampment below
the redoubt. The small area (34' x
34') was enclosed by a picket fence
with a wooden arch over the gate.
In 1873, it was reported that the



cemetery had fourteen graves,
including some civilians.[30]

Gardens

Like other military posts,
soldiers at American Camp kept a
vegetable garden with crops
supplementing their diet virtually
year-round. The location of the
garden remains unclear. One early
report suggests the garden was near
the barracks building, and a later
report indicates it was southwest of
the compound near the Hudson's Bay
Company fields.[31] It appears
guite possible that both locations,
at one time, were garden sites. The
earlier garden, by the barracks,
would have been close to the camp,
but certainly out of the way, with
the camp itself undeveloped. Then,
as construction accelerated in the
mid-1860s, the garden site could
have been moved outside of the main
compound, closer to the
service-related camp areas.

Functional gardens were not the
only gardens at the camp.

Historical evidence suggests that at

least one ornamental garden was
planted by an officer's family.

Mrs. Allen, wife of Major H. Allen,
wrote her <sister in 1870: "...our
place is looking lovely just now.
The flowers are all in bloom and the
vegetables, about ripe... ."[32]

Although no complete description
of the garden exists, it is not
surprising to find an ornamental
garden on the military camp site.
Especially associated with officers’
quarters, yards were frequently
embellished with roses, heliotrope,
verbenia, and climbing vines,
providing a home-1ike environment
for the officers' families.
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Archeological Summary
Introduction

Archeological investigations
conducted at San Juan Island between
1970 and 1977 by the University of
Idaho Field School were reviewed
during the research phase of this
study. The purpose of the review was
to clarify the location and integrity
of historical resources identified on
base maps with special attention
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directed to building sites, fences,
roads and other structures associaten
with the encampment. Using field
notes from the school in conjunction
with the base maps, a synopsis of the
findings was prepared for this report
in November 1986 by archeologist Karl
Gurcke. The structural references in
the summary are keyed to the
numbering system in the Historic
Resource Study for San Juan Island
National Historical Park. Additional
notations in the text, such as "(op
21)" refer to the operation number
given during the archeological
investigation.




Archeological Findings -
Historic Structures

HS 1 BARRACKS (Op 24) Area was
heavily damaged by rabbits and only
partially excavated in 1976. No
building corners were located and
only a slight hint of some
structural elements could be found.
These included an earthen mound, two
wooden posts (possible building
supports), traces of wood in one of
the north-south trenches (possible
sill), and a scattering of brick
(from a west end chimney ?).

HS 2 NCO MESS - unexcavated.
HS 3 BAKE HOUSE - unexcavated.

HS 4 MESSROOM and KITCHEN -
unexcavated.

HS 5 LAUNDRESS' QUARTERS -
unexcavated.

HS 6 LAUNDRESS' QUARTERS (Op 11)
Almost fully excavated in 1974.
Structural evidence includes a rough
rectangular pattern of posts, post
holes, and rocks that are believed
to be the building's foundation. A
scattering of brick, mortar,
charcoal, and ash may indicate a
chimney base. Note: Operation 18
was an architectural survey of an
existing structure, thought to be
the original Laundress' Quarters,
which had been moved to American
Camp after it was acquired by the
Park Service.

HS 7 LAUNDRESS' QUARTERS -
unexcavated.

HS 8 OFFICER'S QUARTERS (Op 10)
Almost fully excavated in 1974 and
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1975, surface collected in 1976
after the area had been disturbed.
Structural evidence includes an
almost complete foundation with

wooden sills, posts, and postholes.
A stone, brick, mortar, and plaster
cellar was found at the southern end
of this building. Of all the
excavated structures at American
Camp, we probably know most about
this one. It was called the
Commandant's House in 1974 and 1975.

HS 8 OFFICER'S QUARTERS (Op 4)
Northern half partially excavated,
southern half mostly unexcavated.
Structural evidence vague but
includes a rough alignment of posts
and post holes running both
east-west and north-south. Where
these alignments "join" may indicate
the northwest corner of the
building. Other corners can not yet
be determined. Also found, a small
rectangular wooden feature with
plaster and ash that may have once
been the base of a chimney. Note:
Operations 3, 5, and 6 were earlier
attempts to find this structure.

HS 10 OFFICER'S QUARTERS (Op 7)
Northern half partially excavated,
southern half unexcavated.
Structural evidence vague but
includes a rough alignment of posts
and post holes running both
east-west and north-south. Where
these alignments "join" may indicate
the northeast corner of the
building. Other corners can not yet
be determined. In addition, there
was a rectangular surface scatter of
stones near the northeast that may
have been the remains of a chimney
or small structure. There was also
a small scattering of other posts
that do not seem to have any
particular pattern to them.

HS 11 OFFICER'S QUARTERS (Op 15)

The area around the McRae house, a
standing structure (HS 11), was
partially excavated in 1975 in order
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to locate any add on structures
since removed. Structural evidence
for these building(s) include a
stone, brick, and mortar foundation
wall fragment south of the present
building. This may indicate that HS

11 was either larger than present
(had add on structures) or has been
moved north of its original location.

HS 12 ADJUTANT'S OFFICE (Op 14) An
attempt was made to locate this
building in 1975. Structural
evidence includes wooden boards,
possible post holes, and rocks.
However, there does not appear to be
any pattern to these features and,
therefore, the building does not
appear to have been Tlocated. Area
only partly excavated.

HS 13 HOSPITAL (Op 22) The area was
surveyed, and the structural
features mapped in 1973 and almost

fully excavated in 1976. Extensive
structural remains include standing
posts, wooden timbers, rock
alignments, and brick and mortar
scatters. Area was heavily damaged
by rabbits. In addition, a barn was
located on this spot up until the
early 1960's. It is believed that
the Hospital buildings (HS 13 and HS
14) were incorporated into this barn
but to what extent is unknown.
However, the site assistant in
charge of this operation (Jones
1976: personal communication) felt
this the first Hospital (HS 13) had
been fully excavated while the
second Hospital (HS 14) was only
partly dug.

HS 14 HOSPITAL (Op 22) See HS 13.

HS 15 GUARDHOUSE - unexcavated.

omr = OF 5 BOMY WALK (1974)
vois PRIMARY FIELO prruM
& 58" BEASS TUBING F
_ 200 FT i 100 F W sl
fpue mrind flg 00N wre o000 edBET] o | [T )
o] [1] cousee e AR L T T o ey dovse sl [
u s 19 ~ u‘?i’rf:g"é_b_,f_) AF) ;’a? i AME IR : ¥
! 94,0 IEnalIBENERERRYIER AR 2‘7?. GaL] l'; A % ceioenes It Aisroncar § | ﬂk}:
77 1 #14TH el b w'} i fz i,’;n T senol vihecd [ HoUsE (zoors Ll e
. Iti LT Fire PLME /V:% EHIE 4 o ] 27 i - S R I Lt
: 3 SR )
A2 i;l;]l;];]’,(u FOUNpATIDN im m7,‘.§_" s g E;*,‘U’Y“" =PI e
819] 3 % .
. SECOUPPEY Fibd oMU ' 2oz s8]z Jisfac]z]
5 (e84 :; :45%141[5!]‘1;0 ig;”:f?wm 5 ¥t ot Z 5] ﬂ{i.z il rlie Al )
| B [l Oy e O 3 OFFILEES pow 4974) slgzfudd iz b2l ilso
| T > NI g g QT OfFICERS ROW (1974) M '
B f o' Alw 2] 10 CE Qpost
kTl A (9 Df4_prricers ares/  OEZ M(ﬂcez" )Q?‘? ; Of IS OFFICEES Q
Gl & LL #S -0l (1974 THs-1]
‘ L rif s e (s ’7)6774) Loy 20 - BASKFIL
of 10 AL »Jo%sf (1974-75)
Hs.
LOT 10 EACKDICT ¢ RE-EXCAVATEY e (1475)
Lof 1l QISTURSER MEEA - SPckFut NG (1976) , &°? —
NT% sitay - 77
W sYeren freLme ar Py Dm“"-“" ""°!;7e-; f?f-rj-'fmnfr ) | MED
L ' CE
{z] ;a i ﬁsg;:;;' SEORTRRY Eﬁ Rictr fop é;’m:‘iﬁ ——————
NN P I 5 ) 1 e G - 11 2 s i
£ (#s-29) (179) ——— (A 20T —
—-—/ /
(R o @ . —T

l?etaiZ‘fPOm the archeclugical base map of American Camp depicting the
investigations along a portion of Officers' Row. (On file-PNRO, Seattle,

Washington)

41



HS 16 COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE -
unexcavated.

HS 17 QUARTERMASTER STOREHOUSE -
unexcavated.

HS 18 BLACKSMITH SHOP - unexcavated.

'HS 19 BARN (Op 23) Exploratory

excavations in 1976 were prompted by

the Park Service's plan to improve
the interpretive center parking
lot. Structural evidence recovered
was vague and it appears that the
building was not found and probably

did not belong in the area tested.
HS 20 GRANARY - unexcavated.

HS 21 CARPENTER SHOP (Op 26)
Exploratory excavations conducted
here in 1976 in order to retrieve
surface artifacts and test for
subsurface remains. The structural
evidence found was inconclusive
although a stone foundation may have
been partly exposed. However, no
corners were discovered and the area
was only minimally tested.

HS 22 BAKEHOUSE ~ unexcavated.

HS 23 QM and COMMISSARY OFFICE -
unexcavated.

HS 24 READING ROOM and ORDERLY ROOM
- unexcavated.

HS 25 COMPANY STORERQOOM -
unexcavated.

HS 26 BATH HOUSE - unexcavated.

HS 27 TELEGRAPH OFFICE (Op 14) See
HS 12.

HS 28 WASH HOUSE and SHOEMAKER SHOP
- unexcavated.

HS 29 WOODSHEDS AND OUTHOUSES.
Operations were conducted in four
separate areas in order to locate
the privies for the following

buildings: Op 8 (1974) located the
privy for the Officers' Quarters (HS
9). Structural evidence includes
two shallow privy pits and a line of
posts running east-west that may
belong to the southern camp fence
line or be part of the outhouse
structure. Privy fully excavated
while surrounding area only partly
axcavated. Op 9 (1974) located the
privy for the Commandant's House (HS
8). Structural evidence includes a
deep privy pit. Also found was one
post that may belong to the southern
camp fence line or outhouse
structure. Privy fully excavated

while surrounding area only partly
excavated. Op 13 (1974) is a
collection of artifacts found on the
surface near the probable location
of the Officers' Quarters (HS 10)
privy. Area was not excavated and
no structural evidence was found.
Op 14 (1975) was an attempt to
locate the privy for the Adjutant's
Office (HS 12) and the Telegraph
Office (HS 27). Area only partly
excavated and no privy discovered.

HS 30 MILITARY CEMETERY -
unexcavated.

HS 31 POST TRADER and BILLIARD ROOM
(Op 25) Exploratory excavations
were conducted here in 1976 in an
attempt to locate this building.
Structural evidence vague; only a
possible rock alignment, so the
building was not firmly located.
Area was only minimally tested.

HS 32 ROOT HOUSE - unexcavated.

Hs 33 FLAGSTAFF (Op 1) Exploratory
excavations in 1972 resulted in the
discovery of the flagpole. Very
little information on this operation
can be found in the student's
notebooks.

.HS 34 REDOUBT - unexcavated.
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In addition, several exploratory
excavations and general surface
collections were undertaken but wer:
not associated with any particular
building. These include:

Op 2 GENERAL SURFACE COLLECTION
(1974-1975) Artifacts collected
from all undesignated or unassigned
areas of the site. Much of what was
collected came from the area around
the McRae (HS 11) house. No
structural evidence uncovered.

Op 3 EAST-WEST TRENCH, OFFICERS' ROW
(1974) Early attempt to find
foundations for structures along
Officers' Row (See HS 9).

Op 5 NORTH-SIDE TRENCH, OFFICERS'
ROW (1974) Early attempt to find
foundations for structures and
boardwalk along Officers' Row (See
HS 9).

Op 6 SOUTH TRENCH, OFFICERS' ROW
(1974) Early attempt to find
southern edge of foundations. for
stru;tures along Officers' Row (See
HS 9).

Op 12 CAMP FENCE LINE - SE CORNER
(1975) Attempt to locate southeast
corner of camp fence. Several post
holes were discovered that may
belong to an army or later period
fence line.

Op 16 CAMP FENCE LINE - NE CORNER
(1975) Attempt to locate northeast
corner of camp fence. No posts or
post holes were discovered.

Op 17 CAMP FENCE LINE - NW CORNER
(1975) Attempt to locate northwest
corner of camp fence. No posts or
post holes were discovered. .

Op 17 WEST TRENCHES - OFFICERS' ROW
(1975) Attempt to locate southwest
corner of camp fence. One possible
post hole discovered.
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Op 20 STOLL HOUSE FOUNDATIUWS

(1974) Project involving the
surface collection and study of an
existing foundation located over the
Commandant's House (HS 8).
Structural evidence includes a
rectangular alignment of rocks and
bricks, wooden sills, and a possible
chimney base. These surface features
were removed prior to the excavation
of Operation 10.

Op 21 SURFACE COLLECTION - EAST-WEST
PATH (1975) Artifacts were
collected to prevent visitor
removal. Collection was along the
path leading from the interpretive
center to American Camp and
specifically that segment that
passes through the trees. No
structural evidence was found.
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Introduction
Evaluation Summary

The earthen Redoubt at American
Camp, perhaps the primary symbolic
and structural resource at the site,
remains intact and retains

integrity. Of the twenty-six
original buildings at American Camp,
only two now stand on site.

Although archeological evidence
indicates additional building sites
and landscape structures can be
verified, a number of sites appear
to have been disturbed and adversely
impacted by rabbit populations and
land use activity over several
years. Vegetation at the site,
particulary the forest cover and
grassland communities, has changed
considerably since the historic
period. Also impacted by rabbit
activity, "natural" regrowth of the
forest has been slow.[33]

While a significant number of
individual historic features no
longer remain at American Camp,
several of the landscape components

and historic land use patterns that
comprise the fundamental historic
scene and historic context of the
site do remain and retain

integrity. For example, historic
roads from the redoubt to San Juan
Town and north from the camp site
can still be read as depressions in
the landscape. Further, the spatial
relationships among core sites
within the historic zone-- Bellevue
Farm, San Juan Town, the Spring Camp
site, the cemetery and the American
Camp site itself -- remain intact
from the significant historic
period. From an archeological stand
point, both Bellevue Farm and San
Juan Town retain a high degree of
integrity.

Overall, however, because few
individual historic structures
remain at American Camp, landscape
patterns and relationships that do
remain contribute to and define the
historic scene were determined to
have the greatest significance as
historic landscape resources.
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View of Mt. Finlayson from the
Redoubt, looking east.

View of Griffin Bay from the
Jakle's Lagoon pull-off.

San Juan Town was located east
of the lapoon.

American Camp looking west
from the Redoubt. Bellevue
Farm was located south of the
Laundress quarters pictured
here.

Historically, American Camp was located on the edge of a ridge above
Bellevue Farm with coniferous forests north and west of the complex and
grassland prairies extending east toward San Juan Town. Although much of
the forest cover has changed, Existing landscape organization echoes
these historic patterns. Access is from the west, off of Cattle Point
Road. This road continues east through the site to the Redoubt and
Pickett Lane with access to South Beach and Jakle's Lagoon. The land
surrounding the camp site is open and gently sloping north to Griffin Bay
and south to Haro Strait. Mt. Finlayson is the eastern edge of the site
and the highest point on the south end of the island at 295'.

LEGEND/NOTES/SOURCES

Aerial photograph, Flight no. 26C, 5/78. On file, NPS, Pacific Northwest
Repional Office, Seattle, Washington.

Map of the Southeast End of San Juan Island, traced in 1872 from a map drawn
by Lt. James Forsyth ca.1860. (National Archives, Cartographic Branch,
Washington, D.C.: SAJH map file)

Photo file - San Juan Island National Historical Park.
Photo file - NPS, Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Washington.
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Interpretive trail head at Cattle Point Road in front of

the visitor center parking the laundress quarters as it

lot. cuts through the historic
site. View from the east.

Existing circulation patterns in the vicinity of American Camp.

ity LAME.

Historic roads in the vicinity of American Camp were relatively
extensive,linking the north end of the island with the camp,San Juan
Town and points east.These routes,established early by the Hudson's Bay
Company and the American military,remained until 1900,when major

land uses in the area changed.

Current access to the site is off of Cattle Point Road,six miles south
of Friday Harbor.The road leads to a small parking area next to the
visitor center,and slices east through the site to the Redoubt.An
interpretive trail from the visitor center leads to the camp site,the
Redoubt and Bellevue Farm before circling back to the visitor center.

LEGEND/NOTES/SOURCES

Aerial photograph, Flight no. 25C,5/13/78. On file, NPS, Pacific
Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Washington.

Photo file - San Juan Island National Historical Park
Photo file — NPS, Pacific Northwest Regioral Office, Seattle, Washington.

Washington State Department of Natural Resources. Governrent Land
Office Map, Township 34 North, Range 3 West, Willamette Meridian,
Washington Territory, 1874.
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Current land uses at the

3 ) F 2 o American Camp site focus on
Agricultural land uses at American Camp ca. 1900. View looking west interpretation of the historic
from the Redoubt. scene.

—_—

Trails create the physical link NPS offices and visitor
among different sites and land facilities are located
use activities. directly west of the

historic camp site.

Historic land use patterns.

Land uses at American Camp during the historic period focussed on the area
around the fenced complex. Officers and enlisted men lived within the
enclosure and the majority of service facilities for the camp were close
by. Off-site activities included target practice near the Spring Camp site,
horseback riding and horse racing on the open prairie southeast of the
eamp, and various recreational activities in San Juan Town. Existing land
uses at American Camp revolve around interpretation of the historic scene.
Visitor services, are located west of the site and an interpretive trail
links the camp site, the Redoubt, Bellevue Farm and the visitor center.

LEGEND/NOTES/SOURCES

Photo file - San Juan Island National Historical Park.
Photo file - NPS, Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Washington.
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The officer's quarters and The American encampment ca. 1868.
the laundresses quarters are

the only buildings remaining

from the historic period.

View looking W from the Redoubt.

Cluster arrangement, ca.

Historically the officers' quarters at American Camp were sited in a
single row facing the parade ground with barracks for the enlisted men
across the parade, facing officers' row.The messroom and the bakery were
clustered behind the barracks with administrative offices for the camp
located on the edges of the parade ground. All of these structures were
enclosed by an extensive fence that defined the primary encampment. Other
service related buildings were oriented along roads or as discrete
complexes. Because only two buildings and the Redoubt remain at the site
today, these structural relationships are not evident.

LEGEND/NOTES/SOURCES

Photo file — San Juan Island National Historical Park.
Photo file - NPS, Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Washington.
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Existing vegetation in the northwest section of American Camp large forest originally

surrounding American Camp.

This stand of conifers near the

visitor center is one of only
two areas remaining from the

Area north of the camp site has
undergone the most significant
change from forest to grassland.

Non-native grasses and noxious
weeds have invaded the praines
east and south of the site.

Dry Grass

Moist Woodland

M Open Douglasir type {3
[ Mixed Pine-fir type
Western hemlock

Hit

Vegetation in the vicinity of American Camp,ca. 1859

historically American Camp was located on a ridgeline and vegetative
lecotone, with grassland south of the ridge and forest to the north and west.
Douglas fir, grand fir and lodgepole pine dominate the ridge, with hardwoods
jand grasses filling out depressions and lower areas north of the site.
[Between 1859 and 1870 portions of the forest immediatdy around the camp

jiere harvested and used in the construction of the camp buildings. Subsequent|
to the American military occupation, agricultural land uses on the south end
Jof the island favored an increase in the grassland cover at the site which
{semains today. Two remnant groves of fir trees next to the camp site and the
Redoubt date from the historic period.

LEGEND/NOTES/SOURCES

Historic Landscapes of San Juan Island National Historical Park,
by James Agee. Seattle: National Park Service Cooperative Park Studies
Unit, University of Washington, 1984.

Photo file - San Juan Island National Historical Park.
Photo file - NPS, Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Washington.
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Introduction -
Design Recommendations

Design recommendations for
American Camp are based on an
analysis and evaluation of
significant historic landscape
features and components discussed in
this report. The purpose of the
recommendations is to provide an
appropriate design framework and
programatic basis for the
development of design alternatives
for American Camp. The
recommendations serve as guidelines
and are organized into five program
areas: Buildings and Foundations;
Access and Circulation; Plant
Materials; Special Features, Site
Details and Materials; and
Maintenance and Management
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Concepts.
recommendations address the
following:

For each program area the

1. stabilization and
preservation of existing
significant historic

resources;

2. removal of nonhistoric
components that compromise
the historic scene;

3. and enhancement or

reestablishment of
significant historic
features that are
ill-defined or can be
verified archeologically.



Buildings and Foundations

1. Both historic buildings on site
-- the officers' quarters and the
laundress quarters -- should be
maintained and included in a cyclic
maintenance preservation program.

2. A stabilization program should be
developed for the earthen redoubt
that will minimize potential impact
from human use and erosion.

3. Consideration should be given to
rehabilitation of the interior
finishes of these structures and the
potential adaptive reuse of one or
both.

4. Some way of visually "calling to
mind" the amalgamation of buildings
and their function should be part of
the design.

5. The locations of building sites
should be clearly identified and
archeologically verified prior to

any design treatment.

6. New structures and buildings
that do not directly relate to the
historic site should not be sited on
the historic grounds or in view
corridors surrounding the core area.

7. A building for NPS offices,
exhibits, and visitor contact should
be retained at the sita.

Access and Circulation

Vehicular Systems

1. The access road from Cattle
Point Road to the visitor center
should be retained as the primary
vehicular access to the site (see
below). '

2. Reduce the visual and structural
impacts of the access road (as it
cuts through the historic site) by
changing it from a “through" road to
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a "limited access" road.

3. The layout and design of the
existing parking lot at the visitor
center should be reviewed and
redeveloped, if necessary, and in
conjunction with a review of the
visitor center site in general.

4. New roads on the historic site,
other than service roads around the
visitor center or historic roads
reestablished in association with
interpretive walks, are discouraged
(see 5 below).

5. Consideration should be given to
selective reestablishment of

historic roads and paths for
interpretive use or in conjunction
with the comprehensive design
development for the historic
landscape.

6. Parking for bicycles at the site
should be provided.

Pedestrian Systems

7. Review and redevelopment of the
existing interpretive route
including the form of the path
itself, materials, alignment,
staging areas and visitor
orientation, is strongly encouraged.

8. Consideration should be given to
expansion of the existing
interpretive trail to San Juan town
and or/nearby picnic areas as a way
to expand site use and create a
stronger physical connection to
adjacent park areas.

9. Consideration should be given to
replacement or partial
reestablishment of the historic
boardwalk in front of officers row,
both as part of the interpretive
trail and as a historic feature
associated with the site.

10. Random or haphazard footpaths



should be kept to a minimum in order
to reduce impact on the historic
scene and unnecessary stress on
vegetation.

11. Handicap access to the primary
exhibits should be provided in any
new design treatment.

Plant Materials

1. Recommendations made in
"Considerations for Management of
Grassland Vegetation at San Juan
Island National Historical Park"
(Romo, 1985) should be incorporated

_into design proposals for American

Camp, as part of natural resource
planning for the park (see Appendix).

2. Comprehensive revegetation
programs for American Camp should be
considered and evaluated as

appropriate to the historic scene
and context of the site, and in
regard to the overall resource
management objectives of the park.

3. Consideration should be given to
reestablishment of the camp
vegetable garden or portions of it
for interpretive purposes or as part
of a management option (see below).

4. Use of non-native plant
materials for screening, for
creating visual boundaries or for
ornamental purposes within the
historic zone is strongly
discouraged.

Special Features, Site Details
and Materials

1. Some type of treatment such as
replacement of the fence surrounding
the historic encampment should be
used as a way to define the site and
give the visitor a better sense of
scale and enclosure.

2. It is appropriate to selectively
replace other historic fences
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including the fence around the
hospital complex, the corral and the
fences that enclosed the HBC fields.

3. The historic gate (by the flag
pole) could be reestablished as a
transition point between the
encampment and other related

“historic features.

4, A list of appropriate plant
materials and structural elements,
including site furniture and detail
features for the historic site,
should be developed in conjunction
with the Visual Compatability

Guidelines for the park.

Maintenance and
Management Concepts

1. 1t is important to maintain what
remains of the spatial integrity of
the historic site by protecting both
existing ground patterns, such as
the open parade ground, and the
broader spatial relationships among
primary historic features and sites
within the historic zone as defined
in this study. These areas and
features create and embody the
historic context and historic scene
of the landscape as a whole.

2. Consideration should be given to
anhancement of Bellevue Farm and San
Juan Town as historic sites that
contribute to the interpretive story
of American Camp.

3. Maintain all view sheds in a
manner that does not disrupt the
historic scene. Using vegetation to
“frame" views is appropriate but no
plant materials or structures should
obstruct views to the site or
inhibit views out from the site.

4, Keep all modern intrusions, such
as above ground utility lines,
maintenance structures, parking
areas, and other elements, that



conflict with the historic scene,
well screened or preferably off of
the historic site altogether.

5. Further site work and
archeological investigations are
recommended for verifying the
location of several buildings and
the cemetery. Marking these sites
in some way should be considered in
development of a large-scale plan.

6. Consideration should be given in
the design proposal for
establishment of grazing (sheep) on
a portion of the land, south of
American Camp. This area was
historically used by the Hudson's
Bay Company for grazing livestock at
Bellevue Farm. Historic property
leasing is a viable option for this
area.

62




P

DESIGN
ALTERNATIVES




Introduction -
Design Alternatives

To facilitate development of
design alternatives, the Park has
defined a series of operational and
management goals for American Camp.
In general, these goals focus on
enhancement of the historic scene
through identification and treatment
of historic features. The primary
goal expressed by the park is to
create a better "interpretive
environment." The role of the
Cultural Resource Division in this
study is to develop a range of
appropriate design alternatives that
respond to these goals, while
preserving the integrity of historic
resources. In this context, every
alternative must fit within the
parameters of historic landscape
integrity (as discussed in this
report), reflecting acceptable types
of development and appropriate
degrees of development, as outlined
in NPS-28 and current NPS policies
for management of historic and
cultural landscapes. Guidelines for
development of these alternatives
are included in the design
recommendations for American Camp,
pages 59-62.

There are four individual
alternatives for American Camp
presented in this report, ranging
from "no action" to highly designed
proposals, with new structures and
facilities. Although the
alternatives have several design
features in common and can be
considered seque<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>