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1. STATE

Washington
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. *g&eiiB!9 XXXI & XXI

and miitsry 4ff®irs,
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

_ &m£l£8BL t^A gffi^^tth Geuagm {PfL^
mty, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find,  

4, APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION sketch on Supplements

Ban .Tnan Talaod
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Mrs. Mary q» Davis and Statft of
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

The colorful "Affair of the Pig/' arising directly from the protracted and 
quarrel between Great Britain and the United States as to the covareignty of the 
territory, fcremght the tiio great poner* fcriefa^ t© the teLafc of nar ia 1059* Jfc? 
thirteen years the two nations maintained armed forces ia the disputed §321 Juan archi­ 

, and tie question of sovereignty vas resolved only by the Treaty of
1871 and the final arbitration of the question by the German JSDSperor la 10ft* 

for the first time ia the history of tie United States, the republic had no boundary 
dispute with Great Britain 0

In assessing the Treaty of Washington Thomas &» Bailey has written: "We may conclude 
that It was the greatest triumph for arbitral methods that the vorld had yet -witnessed. 
It provided for four significant arbitrations, three of them of major importance. 
^Jailey includes the Juan question among the important ones^ It was one of those 
periodic purgations that dispelled every serious cloud in Anglo-American relations. 
It ms not only ^Hamilton/ Fish* a greatest diplomatic success, but it was also the most 
substantial occompliBhiaent of eight long years of Grantieia - an oasis of achievement 
in the desert of scandal."1 Allan Savins has called the Treaty of Washington "an event 
of cardinal importance ia tbe history of the relations of the tvo English-speaking

The splendid physical remains <f tbe American eat English cans; pi* on Ban Juan Island thus 
appear to'be the one site from vfaich tbe larger stories of n *>4-^0 or fight/1 the incident
of the Fig War, and the important Treaty of Washington earn toe told.

1 ^oass A. Bailey, ABfelomatic History of the Anericaa People (leir Torfe, 19^7),

A*|jjLfffi Kevinsj HsuxiltQii B*i&ht xh3 Xiuier Hifffcos^ ©f tits Grctnt A^rHf^-iyl stro/t JOB \j^ev York^
8, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location cif manuscripts and rare works)

luater HtHer, ed., treaties fgid Other mternatlaa^l Acts of ttoe Waited State*
, vol. 8, aSl*-^* This Is a detalMand definitive nisiory of the Fig ,

includes an i860 map showing locations of Aiaerican and English CanQ?s; Hubert Boner Bancroft, 
atgtory of Brittsli gol^ia^ 173@»3g^r. (i^ ggaBeisea P 1887) f-gsi. ygmnt 9f ^fcg)j __

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HAB8, etc.) ' ' - - CO43lt *3.

P« 6

* vtsltet "hy l«f.311iBi-C ft lfe^3ataa?t
10. PHOTOGRAPHS' 

ATTACHED: NOD

11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT

Atusuct=
llTNAME OF RECORDER^Siffna/tMre) 15. and Park 16.rmr

*DRY W _ 
LOCATION OF NfTGATl

HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND 
IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

* DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND 
ATTA'CJHECT"

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-3170, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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?  Importance and Description (cont'd):

Arfclel© One of tit treaty of Juae 15* 33W, provt<l®d that "Froa the point om 
the forfc^-aJ&t^ iwr«ll«l north latitude tl« fcomdery laid torn la eadsttag 
treaties and conventions between the United States and Gr*at Britain teraLnates, the 
Ha® «f fewaata^ t3i  terrtt@rf.ts of ttie Halted States aad thos« of ler Brttasaie 
Majesty shall be continued westward along the said forty-ninth parallel of north latitude 
to ti» salable of the Ghaoa&l vbieli @@^ax-at«s t&® continent f«sa YaaeonwMs Islaafti and 
thence scBifclwwrly through the oiafll« of said Channel;, and of Fuca f e Straits to the Pacific 
Ocean; prortded> however^ that the navigation of the vhole of th« said channel and 
Straits south oftte forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, remain free an^open to l^oth 
Pmrfcttsu . ."

The difficulties that developed at Situ Juan arose directly from the faet that the treaty 
phraseology relating to the water boundary mm not precise or certain. Due to inade­ 
quate maps, the ^etmal geography of the waters between the continent and Vancouver 
Island was very imperfectly known in and Washington In 1846. When actually 
laying out the water boundary in 1856, it was discovered to the Commissioners' surprise, 
that south of the fldddle of the Strait of Georgia lay a swarm ©f small but strategically 
I@@«te4 islands in the tot Juan archipelago, and not onej, but three channels. Each 
nation pushed lt« intei-pretation of the treaty boundary clause to the limit, and the 
Commissioners were therefore unable to resolve the question.

The islands had been uninhabited 1m 18^6, but in 1850 the Hudson ! s Bay Company estab­ 
lished a fishing station on San Juan, the largest island IB the group. The 
followed up this in B$$«afe«?; !Sf3* % establishing a sheep with 1300 sheep, 
under its agent Charles Griffin, on San Juan. In Januaiy of 1853 an gat of the 
territorial legislature of Oregon included the San Juan archipelago in ita Island 
County* a'he legislature of the newly organised Territory of Washington f@110ved up 
this initial aetloa by including the islands in its nevly formed County in 
Jteab* 3B53* to 3tS5k «»d 3B55* irtt& wa^ying degrees of success, the 0.S. Collector of 
Customs for the District of Puget Sound and the Sheriff of Whatcom County endeavored 
to sdae@» the property of the Hudson's Bay Company on San Juan Island; the Company, 
claiming British sovereignty over the islands, r$»ist«4 these American efforts. la 
1.8^5 the t¥o nations reached an understanding whsreby It was agreed that conflict 
should be avoided on San Juan until boundary difficulties could be solved by diplomatic 
means.

Minor indidjente, however, continued to occur, and by 1859 at least 25 American citizens 
had settled on Sail Juan* The Hudson's Bay establishment there had also prospered, and 
the Company had some 5,000 sheep end, 20 eioployees living on the ialand when matters came
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Pis War Site

7. Importance and Description (eon^d): 

to a head,

On June 15* lS§9j an Aaieriean named Lymoa A. Cutler,, a settler on San Juan Island, 
shot a pig (a felacfc hoar, to he precise) "belonging to the Hudson's Bay Coapany that 
had "been rooting in his vegetable garden. Cutler at once told the agent of the Cospany 
on the island, Charles J. Griffin, of the S&cidjent and offered to pay for the pig. 
Heated vords, howrer, passed between the tw men, and they differed 'widely on the 
value of the pig.

Alexander Grant Davis, director of the Hudson* s Bay CoBgsany its chief representative 
in the lorthwest, and son-in-law of Governor Douglas of British Columbia, arrived 
at San Juan ©n the Company ship, Beaver. On the 16th Bavis, Oriffin end several other 
men visited Cutler, and another heated discussion followed, during -which Bavis threatened 
to tatoe legal proceedings against Cutler and to forcihly remove the American to Victoria 
for trial*

Aroused hy this threat, the American settlers on San Juan Island petitioned Brigadier ~ 
Oeneral William S. Barney, U.S.A., in of the Department of Oregon, tiith head­ 
quarters at Fort Vancouver on the Columbia liver, for protection against the northern 
Indians and the oppressive interference of the authority of the Hudson's Bay Company. 
!£fae "Affair of the HgM thus rapidly elevated int© an international incident. Harney 
visited the island on a routine tour of inspection on July 9* Here he received the 
settlers* petition and, on July 19> ordered Captain George F* Piefcett's Company of the

Infantry, to the island.^ Pickett f s troops arrived at San on July 26 and
the next day at Griffin*® Bay, at the southern end.

On July 23, 1B59, Governor Douglas appointed John fitsroy de Courey a "Ju&tiee of 
the Peaot aad a Stipendiary Magistrate in and for the District of San Juan. M Ihde 
latter gentleiaaa ms sent to the island on the British ship of wr, Satellite, a 
corvette, ^aere he arrived on the evening of July 27, the day that "Pickett had 
landed on the island, The plot now thickened.

Satellite left at once for Victoria uith new of the American landing. British 
naval forces, hased at IscjuiBialt, on Vancouver Inland, near Victoria, consisted of 
five vessels, the Ganges, grjhune3 Iladee, Satellite, and Pluiqperi -with 16? guns and

This is the satne Pickett who later attained fame as a Confederate General at 
Oettyshurg.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10 /4029-1
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1,90 men,, coiamanded by Ite&r Adiairal Lambert Baynes. On the evening of July 29
apuslwi, by Governor Douglas to San 

8ev&t«tgttty, into the Jairbor. a» July irtfftn
quested Pickett to wltndrav his troops 1'rom the island, and when the American officer 
refused, Pickett was then ordered by Griffin to appear before the British magistrate. 
On 2j the Plumper, a surveying vessel, of light armament, arrived at Juan 

k6 l^arines arid 15 Royal Engineers, to oe followd by the Satellite on the

Pickett f s company of 30 mm aad two hovitsers vere nov faced by overwhelming British 
fore@g, mA it Is yr©awfl»ly tJiet 0^tada S©33tbyfs <r@f«g«tl to torejuor 

Douglas's 0?t£f$ to land marinas and eject the Americans prevented the shedding of blood, 
for in spite of the odds, Pickett appears to have been to fight. Instead of ap­ 
plying force, the three British captains offered Pickett a joist occupation of the island 
until the tomss^M'y fp®*W-£a e<m3A ke RettlM fcy M^ber aixtbexity. PieJsett a?ef e«*ed the 

to General Hamey. Cin August 6 Lieutenant Colonel Caeey, at Fort Steilacoon, was 
to reenf orca San Jiian Island, and by August 13 the Americans had five couipanies 

of infantry, four of artillery, and a of engineers, totalling 46l, with eight 
32~pounders and also some howitzers in the entrenched camp that Is now knovn as 
the "American Can$>. n An informal truce prevailed until ^ord could be received from 
London and Washington.

In President Buchanaa of the incident with dismay. Lieutenant -General 
Wlnfield Scott, general of the U. 3. Anay and then Jk years old, was sent 
post-haste to investigate the situation on the spot. Scott left York on September 
20, 1859, and arrived near Fort Vancouver on October 30* In accordance -with the President* 
orders, Scott offered Douglas a joint lifted military-navel occupation of the 
island 'until discussion could decide the question of title to the island. After 
considerable negotiation, this proposal, was accepted, and It was agreed that one coiapany 
(100 men) of each would occupy the island. On November 7 vork on the fortified 
la@n<saa was and all but one company vithdra^n. Scott left for the east 
on 11,

On £1, i860, tie terms of the agreement, one detachment of British Royal 
Marines vas f roa the Satellite at the north end of San Juan Island and took up 
the position that is now known as the "English Camp*" Scott f s agreeiaent vas confirmed 
by the British and American governments on August 17 and 18, i860.

to 1872 the two 9tf,3J,t&X7 forces, with m, good degree of mutual harmony, main­ 
tained law and ox^tex* on the island. The troubles of the United States office^ in coaaaand 
during this period stemmed chiefly the profitable business, conducted by American 
settlers, of selling liQuor to the Indians and soldiers.
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^ TYSffwitf**

PiRBfcr &£ts
4*lent'ii);

as a, po?fc ©f tlm fit&ty ©f
and mM referred "by that agreement to the &2peror for arbitraHon* On October 
21, 1872, Eurpcror Wilhe3m X of Germany the contention of the United States re­ 
garding the Ban Islands, Th© joiat occupation of the islands ended on 25, 

ti» British nitMr*ir ti»tr f^re«» f IFOSI t&« "Sag^isli C«i^» w ffc« last 
tvtm thfc HJtea£e±oiBi *» San O^ss Island ia

Condition of the Site

The English is located oft the end of San Juan Island, immediately ad^aceat 
to d®m«ea ana sfeeiat tea intl^s ©f the Awirtoaa €^, ®ie eM^ p^gleal 
^^atas ®f t&« ^® ttos B3®@i*©tt»®, a small 10g atrwstttre, iKltb

story set diagonally across the lover room, and the tvo one-story 
^umiek ^t ^13Ji»^* f^ blockiiowe 1» still ta eoaetttiim fea 

the other two structures are la poor condition. These tfatee buildings ere situated on 
the 160 acre farm owned by Mrs. C« Da vis. O^e State of Vaehingfcon 22 acres

The Merican is ldo«fc«4 10 miles to the south of the English Ceanp, near the 
southern end and w«st ©f the island, and about three miles inland from Bey,

witliin the five acres owned by the of Washington.

4@«©rlfe^» tl»s« ^a?tlrt»^, nhiek WP^ ttill ia ce»tltl©B, as

m t^ w»t n«*tr»»er<wrt 350 fewfe, «a t^ s®at^-ewt 100, oa 
the east 100, and on the north-east 150 feet, the north side being left open, with the 
garrison in its real*. The embankment had a base of 25 feet, vith a width at 
«f ^iglit f$@t. of tha i^e^t -wtr« «L^@ ^»f3AtfoCTSi of tarth> z^a^i^ t© 

f««t «f t^ l^vtl @f t^i ptr^et^ It by aB fe«t^ tim of th^i bdag at 
tb« y^mstot* K» was 8#r$a feet tM int^jler, and tim «3^pt ©f

15 ^^^j tto$ «xfe«ridr S5 to iiO feet, ^Ltfe a «iteh *t 
3 t©

this fortification a number of as quarters. One ©f these 
"buildings, b&Leved to be an original, still steads and is now utilized as a farm­ 

house. The site ©f the English Camp and the b3?€@4@r historicel scene at both locations 
are not being threatened by proposed subdivisions.

Bai«m>£t, History of British Columbia (Ssa ITa^si««©^ aB&f) ^g^M-Ggf , foot­
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8, BlbHograpliieal Btfwrnaees (coat 1 a)

605*6391 Allmi levins, japiltm fink; Bae Jtoey gistory of tto
1937 )> 3&5-3S®*~~k&fcMf ^71-^93 1 t'« J?/'fcb3j^> ''''p«B^ 

(Bwr Ba-vwa, 1939)j fito-fitej Golden Smith, ahe T*5BEy 'of 'WMhingtqq,
Study ' in'^a^^TimS^ Hjetory (Ithaem, B@w "fork, 19to)| I-Mein fsiaag, The ^a.@stioa of 
^atri.ation ia''__j|Bij^c^"^riLpr to 1907 (Baltijwre, 19^2) | F. W, Hevg^-, w. K. Sage, and 
H. g« Mgue^Ba^itisK OeJto^ia «Qjft ^te'yoltea States (Otoromto, 19^2), 207| ffimb@r Miller,
Saa <J .•gi' ^uoa' ^

Gl«rk, "®ie BtLplraatie ssioa of Sir
Sose, 3B71, w Paaifie »3>rthyest jmgterly, XXVIX (1936), ^7*t^f2j J« P, Baxter, 3rd, 

British Ht^ lC©®aissioiMkr afc ^tsiiinSton in 1871" Maeaaehusetts Historical Society 
IT? (19^)1 33^-3?f; !ltaaa0 A* Bailey, A I^patio History of •

Peogle (w Yorkj 197/> l6-4l7, 2| Brue* Hutchisonj gto Strung for^ 
(ftoroato, 1955)* 39^-397^ 399^ wl| Warr^t 0. Magauson, "Qae Shot War -with 

Heritage ?ol* XI, No, 3 (April, 1960), 63-6^, 105*107.
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Ruin* of Military Structure 
Aaerican Camp, San Juan Island, Washington

August 27, 1959 William C. Ererhart 
Keg. 1364 - Region Four
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