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Welcome to San Juan National Historic Site

San Juan National Historic Site includes forts

San Cristobal, San Felipe del Morro and San
Juan de la Cruz (also known as El Canuelo),

plus bastions, powder houses, and most of the
wall that surrounds the city of Old San Juan.
This system of defense is a reminder of Spain's
power and the significance of Puerto Rico, the
guardian of and the front door to the wealth of

the Caribbean, centuries ago.

Getting around
Perhaps the easiest way to get around the old
city is on foot, since parking is very limited
within the historic city. El Morro is located at
the end of Norzagaray Street at the entrance to
the Bay of San Juan. There is a quarter mile
walk from the street to the entrance of the fort.

San Cristobal is located at the intersection of

Munoz Rivera and Norzagaray Streets, just
across from the Plaza Colon. You can walk the

one-mile distance between the two big forts in
about 25 minutes. San Juan de la Cruz is on

the Isia de Cabras at the western end of the

entrance to the San Juan Bay.

Hours of Operation
Both Forts San Felipe del Morro and San
Cristobal are open every day of the year,
except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Year's Day. Summer (June-November) hours:

9am-5pm, Winter (December-May) hours:
9am-6pm.

Fees

• Adults (18-61) $3.00

• Seniors (62+)^5:06-
• Seniors with Golden Age Passport $5^50—ge Pas!
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Young Adults (13-17)

Children (12 and under) Free

Combination pass for both forts, (valid 7
days) $5.00

• Combination pass with the Caribbean
National Rainforest (El Yunque) (valid 2

days) $5.00

Safety
• Please watch your step as you explore the

forts. The ancient, weathered surfaces of

the fort are rugged, uneven, and very often

slippery. Ramps and stairs are steep and
require extra caution.

•Children, 17 years old an under, must be
accompanied by an adult at all limes.

• To help prevent injuries, please do not climb
on the walls or venture to close to edges.

• The tropical sun is strong. Use sunscreen,

wear a hat and drink plenty of water during
your visit.

• Smoking, food and drinks are not allowed in
the forts.

• Pels are not allowed inside the historic forts

and must be leashed at all times while on

park land.

Other Points of Interest

1. Alcaldia San Juan's city hall, built in
1602

2. The Institute of Puerto Rican Culture

Preserves the history and culture of Puerto
Rico. !

3. Casa Blanca Ancestral home of the Ponce

de Leon family, now a museum of 16'^ and
17"" century art and furnishings.

4. La Fortaleza Oldest governor's mansion

in continuous use in the New World, a part
of the World Heritage Site.

5. San Jos6 Church Built 1532-39, second

oldest church in continuous use in the

New World.

6. San Juan Cathedral Built in 1540, burial

site of Ponce de Leon.

7. San Juan Gate The traditional entrance

to Old San Juan.

8. BallajS Barracks Museum of the
Americas highlights colorful folk art.

9. La Casa del LIbro Museum of the art and

history of books through five centuries.

Activities

Short, informational talks (about 20 minutes

in length) are available throughout the day,
seven days a week in the main plaza of Forts
El Morro and San Cristobal. Interpretive
Programs are offered throughout the week.
Check the activity schedule.

AccessibilityA/isitor Services
The main plaza of each fort is fully accessible.
An elevator is available from the visitor center

up one level to an easy tunnel that provides

access to the main plaza of Fort San Cristobal.
Visitors requiring assistance up the 'A mile
gravel path to Fort El Morro may contact park
headquarters. Restrooms and an audio visual

program are available in each fort.

More information

Park headquarters: 787-729-6777

Park website: www.nps.gov/saiu

Help protect your national park!
This World Heritage Site is for everyone.
Graffiti is unsightly and illegal, please do not
write on any historic structures. Trash cans

are available throughout the park, please use
them.




