
ANCIENT QUARAI RUINS 
TAKEN OVER BY MUSEUM 

With ceremonies simple and yet 
unique and Impressive, the mission 
and Pueblo ruins of Quarni were for­
mally transferred to the Regents of 
the Museum of New Mexico on Wed­
nesday, August 21. State Senator 
William M. McCoy, who with J. P. 
Dunlavy and J. W. Corbett deeded tbe 
ruins and -40 acres of land' to the 
school, made tho presentation and Ill-
rector Edgar H. Hewelt delivered tbe 
speech of acceptance. The old Span­
ish custom of throwing eurth, stones 
mid grass into the air by the parties 
to the transfer was observed. 

The Archaeological Institute of Am­
erica and the School of American 
Archaeology were represented by 
Prof. Mitchell Carroll, general secre­
tary of the Institute; Dr. Charles F. 
uummls of Eos Angeles; Dr. It. W. 
Corwin of Pueblo, Colo.; Prof. L. B. 

P.-ton of Hartford Theological Semin­
ary of tbe managing board, aDd Dr. 
I-.. L. Hewett, (Procter of the school. 

Quaral mission was founded among 
the Tlguas, at the base of tbe Man-
zaao mountains, not far troni the pres­
ent Mountalnalr, Torrance County, by 
tbe Franciscans In 1629- It was aban­
doned in les3 than 60 years because of 
Comanche and Apache raids. Tbe 
ruin is an especially fine one aDd Is 
150 years older than the oldest Cali­
fornia mission. 

Excavations were begun Immediate,; 
ly by the School of American Arch­
aeology and every step will be taken 
to preserve tbe splendid ruin. Out of 
the burial mound fine specimens of 
pottery and other utensils and relics 
have been taken, besides a number of 
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skeletons. The mill in one or a num­
ber in the M:-iiziuio region. Including 
Abo and Quivha. 

llandeller. who conducted his exten­
sive Investigations In the Southwest 
In the early eighties, says of Quaral: 

"1 saw Quaral several times, al-
war* hi whiter and under the most 
unfavorable circumstances, mid vet 
carried away with nic a vivid 
impression of its singular beauty. The 
red sandstone formation of the rocks 
Hint crop out In the neighborhood is 
in pleasant contrast, with the somber 
green of the trees and shrubbery cov­
ering tho hills. Above the low mounds 
of the former pueblo rises the slately 
ruin of tho old church, a massive edi­
fice of slonp, the walls of which are, 
at least fifteen feet high and four feet 
thick, ft measures 50x104 feet. The 
walls have the usual thickness of 
(en to twelve fnches. The puebfo 
formed at least three squares, sur­
rounded by the usunl large buildings. 

1 am not sure as to the existence of 
estufas, as deep snow filled every de­
pression and covered the mounds with 
a layer at least a foot deep. But on a 
second visit, when there was less 
snow on the ground, 1 think I noticed 
iraceB of a circular estnfa. 

"Posslhly, the apple grove at Man 
zano was the orchard of the former 
mission at Quaral. Gardens. I'vnit 
trees and vineyards In New Mexico hi 
tho seventeenth century were mostly 
connected with missions, except at 
Santa Fe and perhaps in I he Uio 
Grande Valley, where were the larg­
est haciendas of the Spanish colonists. 
There stands at Mnnzano a grove nf 
lal) apple trees surrounded In 1812 l>\ 
a wall of adobe. The trees are maul 
leslly very old and entirely nogh-. i-ii. 
It Is probable that they were planted 
by some of the missionaries during 
the seventeenth century. If (here was 
no mission at Manzano. then the old 
fruit trees must have belonged to the 
mission at Quaral." 


