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CHAPTERE FROM THE EARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY

by
{;hwlw W, ®nell, Historian
: 1 E«éismz‘iml Park

Chapter XI = The Wounding of Gemml Fraser

Throughout the Burgoyne Cempaign of 1777 the Apmericens wede 8 practice
of plecing markemen in ftrees and of picking off the British officers. Of this General
Burgoyne wrote: "It will be observeble from the sccounbs of the killed and wounded,
that the lose of officers in all the sctions of the cempeign wae proportionsbly much
greater thap thet of the privete men....The enemy had with their srmy g rest numbers
of marksmen, armed with riflebarrel pieces; these, during an engegement, hovered upon
the flenks in swall detachments, and were very expert in securing themselves, and in
shifting their ground. In this sction many pleaced themselves in high trees in the
rear of their own line, and there wes seldom & minute's interval of smoke in any part
of our line without officers being teken off by single shot."

The most dremstic instence of this American marksmenship cecurred in the
Second Battle of Saretogs, Oct. 7, 1777. As the British flanking column wes being
driven back on their entrenchments on Freemen Farm, Genersl Simon Fraser, Burgoyne's
second in command and close friend, began to rally the retresting British troops end
to form & second line. Colonel Daniel Morgan, leader of the famouf regiment of Virginia
riflemen, noticed the British genersl who was conspleucus in his brillisnt wiform and
riding & srest charger, rellying the troops and Morgan geve the order Lo have him shot,
Timothy Murphy, one of Morgean's riflemen and a femous Indian fighter, placed himself in
& tree sand ired the shot that mortslly wounded Fraser. Jhen the general fell the
second Britieh line broke and fled. (Genersl Fraser was the only one of the wounded
thet the British were sble to curry back into their cemp.

A British officer present wrote "nor can you conceive the sorrow visible
on Genersl Freser's beirg brought in wounded, your old friends Cempbell and Johngton on
each sgide of his horse, supporting him, I cannot describe to you the scene; it was
such that the imagination must padmt. *he officers, all anxious and esgerly enguiring
as to hies wound = the down cast look and meleancholy that was visible toevery one, ss
to his situation, end all the angwer he could make to the many enquires, was & shake of
his head, expressive thet it wes 8ll over with him. = So much was he beloved, that not
only offiocesrs and soldiers, but all the woren flocked round, sclieitous for his fate,

™fhen he had reached his tent, snd yeecovevec a little from the faintness
wcasﬁ@nm by loss of blood, he told those around him, thet he saw the man who shot him,
he was & riflemen, and up in a tree; the bell entersd & 1ittle below his bresst, and
penetrated just bel ow the back bone, After the Burpeon had dressed his wound, he said
to him very composedly, 'Tell me, BSon, to the best of your skill and judgment, if you
think my wound is mortal's When he replied, 'l am sorry, Sir, to inform you, that it
is, and thet you cannot possibly live four and twenty hours.' He then called for pen
and ink, end after meking his will, end distributing a few little tokens of regard to
the officers of his suite, desired that he might be removed to the general Hospital,”
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CHAPTERS FROM THE EARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY Y

by
CharlesW. Smell, Historisn
Sarstogs Netional Historieal Park

(’:hagmr % = Retrest mnd Surrender.

On the night of October 8, after burying General Fraser in a great
redoubt along the benks of the Hudson, Burgoyne attempted to retrest with his badly
defeated ermy to Cenada. Heavy rains fell all that evening; the rosds became a sea

_of mud., Parties of Amerioans bad destroyed all the bridees ss far north as Fort
Edward. Starving horses dropped by the weay side as they labored to move forward
the great guna. In the weke of Burgoyne's retreasting army ley mired and broken
wagons and equipment thrown a side by the exhausted soldiers. Over 400 sick and

_wounded soldiers in the British hospital along the Hudsonwere esbandoned by Burgoyne

and teken prisoners by the Americans as they began the pursuit of the royal army.

On the evening of Ootober 9 the main portion of the drenched and weary
British army forded Fish Creek sud bivouscked on the heights of Saratoga. General
Burgoyne passed the night in the country house of General Schuyler. On the 10th the
 Awerican army began to surround and besiege the British, end the English burned the
sscond Schuyler house to prevent its use by the Americans. By the 11th of October
the British amy wes almost completely surrounded and the Americens opened a heavy
cannonade upon the British position thet continued until October 14 when the British
begen to nepotiste for terms of surrender.

hfter 3 days of diseussion, the tomms were fimlly sgreed upon, and on
the m&rning; of October 17th the British army marched towhat is now called the Field
of Grounded Arms by the ruins of Fort Herdy, and laid down their arms. They then
proceeded south end orossed Fish Creek where the American sarmy of now more than 17,000
men bad been drawn up. A British officer present wrote, "We marched out sccording to
the treaty, with the drums beating and the honors of war, But the drums seemed to
have lost their former inspiriting sounds and though we beat the Gremadiers Narch,
which not long before was so animating, m then it seemed by its last feeble effort,
8s if slmost ashemed to be heard on such occa: As to my own feelings, I cannot
express them. Tears, though ummanly, foreced t way, and if wlone, I cowkd hove
burst to give myself vent. I shall never forget the #ppearance of their troops on
our marching past them; the dead sgilence universally reigned through their numerous
columns and even then they seemed struck with our situetion...I must sey their decent
behaviouR during the time (to us so greatly fallen) merited the utmost approbation I
and preise.” As the British ammy filed by, the Americans saluted them with the tune,
Yankee Doodle, On the south side of Fish Creek along the River Road wes enacted the
famous scene in which General Burgoyne offered his sword to Major-General Horatio
Gates, thus ending the Burgoyne campaign of 1777. Approzime tely 5,700 men, 5,000
muskets and 35 bronge cammon, the entire remnants of Burgoyne's g;mai: aTmY WhE
surrendered by the Convention of Saratoga.

&

The importence of this surrender has been s ummed up in the following
words: "Sarstogs was the most important military engagement between Lexington and
Yorktown, UNot only was it the decisive battle of the Revolution, but it has gone
down in history as one of the 15 decisive battles in world history. 1t callsd forth
the forces that created u nation. It gave the Ameriocsns a new confiddnce that enabled



them to prolong the war until victory came in 1783. It brought more rectuits with
& finer morale into Washington's army. It knit the colonies together in closer
union. It raised up new friends in Great Britain. It gave American prestige and
eredit abroad on which badly needed loans of money were secured. And finslly it
brought into the struggle on the American side, first France and then other nations
and thus practieally insured victory for the American cause,”
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CHAPTERS FROM THE BARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY

BY
Cherles W, Bunell, Historian
Seretoga National Historicel Park

Chapter IX - The Battles of Saratoge

On Beptember 19 the British army moved forwerd in & eolumns toward the
dmericen lines. While advencing through the great foreets thet covered the region,
the center column of Burgoyme's army was attacked by picked Americen regiments unden
Colonel Daniel lorgene A fierce and bloody bettle developed on the small eleering
of Freeman's Farm. %he first battle was fought under the "fog of war" for neither
Burgoyne nor Goates was sure of the disposition or intentions of the other. 45 &
result both Generals held back the larger portions of their armies until lmte in
the day, sending in only piecemeal reinforcements to the battling colums. the
contestants were evenly matoched till dusk when Burgoyne finelly ordered in repiments
from his flenking columns and drove the Americans from the field of battle. The
heayy forests and darkness, however, prevented sny sffective pursuit. Although the
British held the field of battle, they had been stopped 1 mile north of the Ameriocen
lipes; moreover the royasl army had lost more then 8500 men as against 300 for the
americeng: thus the Britien hed won 1ittle bub honor.

Barly in the morning of the Zlst a messenger reached Burgoyne from the
south. Bir Henry Clinton, left in commend of the small British foroe holding
New York City when the main army hed ssailed south, had finelly decided to move up
the Hudson River in an effort to assist Burgoyne. This was the news that Burgoyne
now heard, The geneml therefore decided to wait until Clinton approached close
enough to threaten Albany and thus force Gates to weaken his army by sending troops
south to check Clinton's edvance. While Burgoyne waited, the royel srmy threw up
8 series of strong entrenchments ebout their camp.

The strong showing made by the Americen troops in the irst battle greatly

4, elated Gates' army and*Heinforcements poured in from sll sides. The army rose %o 8 o,
v strength of more then 11,000 men and 22 cannon. Burgoyne's supplies, however, iiji il
J @ continued to diminish. On October 3 his army was put on short rations. After 18 .

ey days of waiting, with no further news from the south, Burpgoyne was faced with the
choice of risking all in & second battle or attempting to reteeat to Cenada. On
October 7, he offered battle a second time. Accompanied by 1500 picked men, his
#blest gonerals and 10 cannon the British general moved out in an ettempt to out-
flank the Americen lines on Bemis Heights. The British movement was detected by
Americen scouts snd General Gates hurled 4,000 men under Morgan, Learnsed snd Poor
agninst the British column., Simultaneously the lmericans struck the British right,
left and %n’ter and poured in s withering fire. The British second in command,
General i‘c‘*rmr, and meny other picked soldiers fell in the first phase of this
@ng&gamanm The “mericans also took 8 British cannon, Burgoyne's flanking column
was swept baok bn its entrenchments on Freeman's farm. At this point General
Benddlcot Arnold, slthough removed from commend becsuse of a gquarrel with General
Getes, led the Americans up against the British lines and succesded in cubt=flanking
the British camp., 1t was in lesding this esssult which took the Breymam redoubt,
& key British position, thet Arnold wes wounded in the left lep. OUnly darkness saved
the Britieh from compléte disagter,



The heavy loss in men and srtillery that day, the shortage of supplies,
and the full of the Breymann Redoubt rendered Burgoyne's sntire position most
precarious snd made necessary s radical change of front if Burgoyne was to save
hig army from being cut in two. Accordingly, on the night of October 7, the British
geperal left his cemp fires burning and moved secretly to & new position along the
banks of the Hudson in the desperste hope mf being sble to retreat to Censde with
his defeated and exhausted army.
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CHAPTERS FRON THE EARLY HISTORY COF SARATEGA COUNIY
P ‘ P
by

Y Charles W. Snell, Historian Y
Sarstogs National Historiecsl Park ,

Chapter VIIl. The Advance of the Armiess

On Aupust 19, 3 deys after the battle of Bennington, General ?hilip
Schuyler was replaced by Major-General Horatic Getes as commander of the American
Northern Department = & change thet origineted in the Continental Gongrem and was
due to the feeling thet existed between New Yorkers and New mgmndﬁrs at that time.
The American army had retreated down the Hudson as fer as Half Moon, but es it inp-
cressed in strength and confidence, growing now from & low point of sbout 3,000 men
to over 7,000, it began moving back toward the Britishat Fort Edward, On Sﬁptsmbw 9
the Americern army under Genernl Getes cocupied Stillweter; on September 12 it advenced
to the much stronger positiop at Bemis Heights and under the direction of the Palwh
Engineer, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, began fortifying this position.

At Fort Edward, Burgoyne learned of the Britishdefeats at Oriskany and
Bennington. Of still greater concern to the Britisgh penersl, however, wag the fact
that no word had been received from Gemsral Howe relative to his cooperstion from
the south., As & matter of fact, Howe, in the sbsence of any direct order to the

~ contrary from Germein, the British colonisl secretary, had chosen to move southwerd
and attack Philedelphia, even though he knew Burgoyne expected to receive his
cooperation. Despite these setbacks to the British, which had greatly boosted
American morale, Burgoyne, pambling on the belated cooperstion of Howe and on his
ability to smesh the American force in his front, decided to cross the Hudson, sever
his communications with Cenade, and rigk all on & push to Albany. By September 12
the British e my eccumulated enough provisions to last them for 30 days and Burgoyne,
concentrating his foroes, orossed the Hudson River on ﬁapmmber 13 sbout 2 miles sbove
Seratoge (Schuylerville). That evening and the next dey, Sunday, the British amy
lay ceamped on the heights of Sarstoge. On Mondey at 12 o'clock the tents were struck
and loanded and the army marched in 3 columns after pessing Schuyler's house. The roysl
army moved glowly and eautiously down along the Hudson using batteaux to carry their
supplies. Before them they found the road blocked with fslled trees and the Bridges
destroyed. Along their flanks hung Benediet Arnold with a forece of several thousand
picked American soldiers, ever watchful for an opportunity to ceteh the British off
guerd. DBurgoyne, however, handled his army skillfully enough so that Arncld never
made an stteck. The night of the 15th and sll day of the 16th the royal army camped
st Dovegat (Now Coveville), OUn September 17 and 18 thes rmy lay at Wer&*s house,
sbout 4 miles from "the American lires et Bemis Heights.

It was M: ﬁmis point in the campeign that &xrgayne telt severely the
desertion of his Indian allies. As & result of the murder of Jane leCresn, when
Burgoyne sttempted toc discipline his Indiens, end of the 2 British defests at Oriskany
and Bermmington, the Indien nations rapidly began to abandon the royal army. Hisherto
the front and flenks of Burpgoyne's army had been covered with an inpenetrable cloask of
_savage werriors, Who slso closely harsssed the retreating American srmy, attecking
smell detachments of Americen s ldiers and bringivg Burgoyne valusble informetion on
hmericen movements. Without his szc}i&n,é warriors, Burgoyne's positionwas now exactly
reversed. JAbout Burgoyne's srmy hovered hundreds of American scouts who picked off emell
British detachments and who counted in detsil the tents, wegons and bosts of the British
army. Burgoyne, on the other hand, now knew nothing of the strength of disposition of

the Americen army thet bloocked the road to Albeny. On the morning of September 19 &



heavy fog covered both the Americen end British camps. The Royal army prepered
itself to advence in three parasllel columns, as it had previcusly done, &s soon as
the heavy mists rose. The day proved to be one of the most memorsble in the history
of our mation, as it marked the first battle of Saratoga or of Freeman's Farms

FROM: The SCHUYLERVILLE STANDARD, Schuylerville, N. Y., Thursday, April 21, 1949.
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Y CHAPTERS FROM THE EARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY
by

Charles W. Snell, Historian
Saratoge Netiormal Historieal Park

Chapter VII = Jane licCres, Oriskeny and Bennington

On July 27 occurred the murder of Jene McCrea, the first of three
events that turned the course of events in the favor of the Americen cause.
Jane MeCrea was a beautiful young gzirl in her twenties, who remained behind the
retreating American army at Fort Edward, awaiting the srrivel of the British.
According to the most romentie version of the legend, she was engaged to & young
Tory officer serving in Burpoyne's army. <Jhe young officer sent several Indisns
ahesd to bring the pirl to the British camp, where the loverswere to bs married.
While conveying Jane McCres to the royal army, two of the Indiens beceme involved
in an ergument over the division of the reward for bringing the girl to the Tory
officer. The warriors settled the dispute by tomahewking the girl. The news of
this murder sped like wildfire through the colonies, and the atrocity was at once
seized upon by the Americens for propegende purposes. "Look", they argued, "If
Burgoyne camot protect his own friends from his Indiens, what will become of the
_ women and children of his enemies." The murder had the effect of arousing a large
part of the populetion that had hitherto been neutrsl or wven friendly to Burgoyne
and rellying them to the Americen cause for the purpose of protecting their families
from Burgoyne's Indians,

On August 2 Colonal 5t. Leger and his western army began the sieze of
Fort Sterwix on the Mohawk River. The fort was defended by 500 Americans under
Colonal FPeter Gansevoort. The Germen settlers of the llohawk Valley at once
agsembled under the lewdership of General Herkimer and advanced to the relief of
the fort. On August 6 the Tories and Indiens prepered sn embuscade in a revine
near Uriskeny 6 miles below Fort Stanwix where Herkimer end his farmer militia
were elmost entirely surrounded. In & desperate strugele with knife, hatchet,
bayonet end clubbed rifle, Herkimer snd M s men finelly put the Indiens and Tories
to flight from e field that has few, if eny, equals in savage horror on the American
continent. Herkimer, himself, died from the effects of & wound received on the
field of carnage, and his followers were so reduced end exhausted by the ordeal
that they were compelled to return to their homes. Sixteen deys later St. Leger's
force was dispersed by the defection and desertion of his Indian a?ll&ea on receipt
of the news that a large force under Benedict Armold had been dispsfed by
Genersl Philip Schuyler for the relief of Fort Stanwix. Thusthe Bmericans
completely repedled the western spesrhesnd of the British three-pronged drive.

While the British ermy still lay at Ft. Edward awaiting supplies from
Canada, Burgoyne ls arned of the concentration of large supplies of food and many
horses for the American ermy at Bennington. This led him to send out sn expedition
of about 800 men, under Colonel Baum, to cepture these provisions. Genersl John
Bterk aroused the countryside, and the Vermont farmers turned out and administered
a crushing defeat on August 16 to Beum's treops. XEZX Another contingent under
Colenel Breymenn, came up ot this time and threatened to undo Stark's victory, but
_ the timely srrivel of Beth Warner and his men NEETENELE overwhelmed Breymenn, and
he wes forced %o retreat. By this blow Burpgoyne lost spproximately 800 men, mostly
Germans, and 4 canvon, which seriously weakened the British ermy. These two
American successes after a long series of defeats greatly stimulated the hopes
and efforts of the "mericans, end men and supplies began toppur into Schuyler's
tiny Americen army which was now cemped at Halfmoon.

FROM: THE SCHUYLERVILLE STANDARD, Schuylerville, Y. Y., April 14, 1949.
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1 0 ‘ CHAPTERS FROW THE EARLY HBISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY

by
" Charles W. Snell, Historian
Saratoge Netional Historical Park

_ Chepter VI = The Battle of Supplies

On Burgoyne's arrival at Skenesborough (Whitehall) on July 6, he was
confronted with an immediate decision of how to proceed further southward. Should
he withdraw his army to Fort Ticonderogs and travel down Leke George by boat, then
marching to Fort Edwaerd, or should he march directly from Bkenesborough overland
throurh the wildnerness to Fort Edward? Burgoyne chose the land route, using lLake
George only to move forward his heavy artillery end some of his supplies. The
reasons for this choice are not definitely known, but it is believed that his
decision was influenced by Colonel Philip Skene, & Tory sand great landowner. A
road from Skenesborough to Edward would have grestly increased the welue of the
real estete that Skene held in thet region.

lesnwhnile, fnr to the south the roeds were Jjamned with long lines of
wagons, horses and men of the retreating Americen armies, and with the femilies
of frightened settlers as they fled before the savage Indians, who burned and
killed all within their reach. Philip Bchuyler, the American General of the
Northern Department, however, had not given up the fight. He concentrated mmk
whet was left of fleeing American forces at Fort Edward. From there he sent out
hundreds of axmen to fell the giant forest trees, blocking the roads to the north.
Bridges were burned, creeks demmed, crops destroyed snd the cattle and horses
driven off in front of the invading ermy sc that Burgoyne should have mo use of
them. Thus, while it wes only 8 23 mile march overland from Whitehall to the
Hudson, Burgoyne found his way blocked before him. 1In order to move his men,
supplies and train of 39 bronze cannon through this tangled wilderness, he found

it nscessary to build a completely new road and to construct 40 bridges. On

July 30 Burgoyne finally reached the Hudson River at Fort Edward, just 23 days
after the commencement of his merch from Whitehall. The further Burgoyne advanced,
as Napoleon wes to lesrn in his invesion of “ussia, the more diffiecult became
his problems of supply. Food had to be found for his army of some 8,000 men, 1700
artillery snd beggsge horses and 200 head of oxen. His Indiens had driven off
friend and foe, and in territory where the British generasl hed expected to receive

_ support snd supplies he found only sbandored homes and fields. Burgoyne, thersfore,

found it necessary to bring prectically all of his supplies from Cenada, which
required the utmost efforts of his army. Un July 27, several days before the
British army reeched Fort Edward, eand during the next weeks of August, while the
British army waited st Fort Edward for the arrival of sufficient supplies, there
ocecurred three events which for the first time turned the course of events in the
favor of the American csuse. These incidents will be covered in the next chapter.

Prom: THE SCHUYLERVILLE STANDARD, Schuylervills, N, Y., April 7, 1949,
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EARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COUNTY

by
Charles W. Spell,Historian
Serstora Nebiopal Historieal Park

Chapter VI - The Battle of Supplies.

In Burgoyne's arrivel at Skenesborough (Whitehall) on July 6, he was
econfronted with an immediate decision of how to proceed further southward.
Should he withdraw his army to Fort Ticonderopga and travel down Lake George by
boat, then marching to Fort Edward, or should he merch directly from Bkenesborough
overland through the wilderness to Fort Edward? Durgoyne chose the land route,
using Leke George only to move forward his heavy srtillery and some of his supplies.

~ The ressons for this choice are not definitely known, but it is believed that his

decision was influenced by Colonel Philip Skene, a Tory and grest landowner. A
rond from Skenesborough to Edward would have greatly increased the value of the
ronl estate that Skene held in that region.

Mesnwhile, far to the south the roads were jemmed with long lines of

wagons, horses and men of the retreating Americanarmies, and with the femilies
of frirghtened settlers as they fled before the sevage Indisns, who burned asnd
killed all within their reach. Philip Schuyler, the Americen Gensral of the
Northern Department,however, had not given up the fight. He concentrated what
was left of f“lseing American forces at Fort Edward. From there he sent out
hundreds of axmen to fell the gient forest trees, blocking the roads to the

north. Bridges were burned, creeks demmed, crops destroyed and the cattle and
horses driven off in front of the inveding army so that Burgoyne should have

no use of them., Thus, while it was only a 23 mile merch overland from Whitenall
to the Hudson, Burgoyne found his way blocked before him. In order to move his
men, suppliss and trein of 39 bronze cennon through this tengled wilderness, he
_ found it necessary to build s completely new road and to construct 40 bridges.

On July 30 Burgovne finally reached the Hudson river at Fort Edward, just 23

days after the commencement of his merch from Whitehall. The further Burgoyne
advanced, &s Napoleon wes to learn in his invesion of Russia, the more difficult
became the problems of supply. Food had to be found for his army of some 8,000
men, 1,700 artillery and bagpage horses and <60 head of oxen, His Indisns had
driven off friend and foe, snd in territory where the British general had expected
to recelve support and supplies he found only sbendoned homes and fields. Burgoyne,
therefore found it necessary to bring practicelly all of his supplies from Canada,
which required the upmost efforts of his emy. On July 27, several days before
the British army reached Fort Edward, and during the next weeks of Aupust, while
the British ermy waited at Fort Bdward for the arrival of sufficient supplies,
there occurred three events which for the first time tumed the course of events
in the favor of the Americancause. These incidents will be covered in the next
chavber,

FROM:; THE SCHUYLFRVILILE BTANDARD, Sehuyle)m}.}.m New York, April 7, 1949.
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EARLY HISTORY OF BARATOGA COURTY

by
CharlesW. Snell, Historian
Seratoge Netionasl Historieal Park

Chapter V. The Rout of the Americens

On July & the British army reached Fort Ticonderoga and began the siege
of this fortress, which was considered by both the Americens and British to be
the gtrongest fortress in North America. A number of factors, unknown to the
British and to most Americans, however, had caused the strength of Fort
Ticornderoga to be greatly overestimeted by both sides. The lines of the
fortress had been laid out to be defended by an army of et least 10,000 men,
Genera]l St. Clair, commander of the American forces in the fort, had only sbout
3,000 men on hand to defend these vest works. St. Cleir wag alsoc short of
supplies and ammunition. Due to the shortsge of men, and perhaps, also %o
peglect, the Americans had failed to fortify s high mountain, known as liount
Defisnce, which stood to the south end rear of Ticonderoge and which completely
domineted the fortress. The Americans believed that the slopes of lount
Defiance were so steep that it would be impossible for the British to drag
csnnon to its top. Burgoyne'e engineers soon dispelled this American dream
for on the afterncon of July 5 the Americans wers horrified to see the British
constructing betteries on top of the mountasin. Once these cannon were in
position the srmy was in scute danger of being completely encircled.

Accordingly, General St. Clair at once made plans to sbendon the fortress.
Thet night, under the cover of darkness, the Awericsn ermy began retreating in
two sections. Half of the army marched scross the floating bridge and chain,
whieh ren from Fort Ticonderoga mcross the lake to the esmst shore, and the
other helf, with the sick and wounded, embarked on the small American fleet and
sailed down South Bay towerds Skenesborough (now Whitehsll). This secret
retrest was being sucedssfully conducted when some of the building in the fort
onught fire and the flames showed the British whet was taking place below thenm.

Burgoyne ordersd en instent pursuit. With blitzkrieg speed, Burgoyne,
with the British fleet and part of the srmy, smashed through floeting bridge and
chain, which the Americens hoped would retsrd the British pursuit, and seailed
swiftly after the retreating American forces, At the same time Burgoyne dis~
patched his second in command, Genersl Fraser, with the remeining part of the
British ermy iun pursult of the Americens retreating by land. On the afternoon
of July 6, Burgoyne and the British fleet caught up with the Americens as they
nesred Skenesborough and captured or sank all that was left of the American
flet, teking many prisoners and supplies whiloc the remnsnts of the American
army fled into the woods. On the morming of July 7 Gerersl Fraser attecked the rear
guard of the American army retreating by land near Hubbardton, and after s
fierce flittle battle the American force was routed and dispersed over the
mountains., On the 8th of July a third American force was defeated at Fort
Anne. Everywhere the American forces were retreating before Burpgoyne's amy
and ahead of the royal ermy swept great swarms of Indiens, terrorizing the
settlers of the Hudson Velley and Sarstogs Counby. By taking Fort Ticonderogs,
General Burgoyne hed opened the road to the Hudson, had destroyed the American
fleet on Lake Chemplain, captured great quantities of Americen supplies end taken

many prisoners as well as 128 cannon; all at & loss of less than two hundred men.
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B CHAPTERS FROM THE BARLY HISTORY OF SARATOGA COURTY

by
Chardes W, Snell, Historlan
Sarstogs Netional Historical Park

'Chag'ber IV - The 'Bm&gaﬁé Campaign

One hundred and seventy~two years ago, this year, the County of Saratoga
was the scene of the thrilling climax of one of the most important military cem=-
paigns in world history., In 1777 a great British army hed plunged into the
wilderness in a mighty attempt to crush the American Revolution. For the next
few months, all the eyes of the Western VWorld were focused upon what is now the
County of Saratoga. By December of that year the news of the Convention of
Saratoga had reached all Burope. As a result of the two battles of Barstoge
and the surrender of an entire British amy, one of the zrestest empires in
world history was shettered, Burope wes thrown into the turmoll of a great war,
and the American Rewolution wes changed from a local conflict between the
Americen colonists and Grest Britain into a full fledpged world war.

In 1776 the British had teken the initiative from the American armies
and in the winter of thet year, King George the Third of England, Lord George
 Germmine, his Colonisl Secretary, and General John Burgoyne drew up in Englend
a8 Plan of Cempaign for 1777 designed to erush the rebellion in the thirteen
colonies. Their plan for the reconquest of the colonies sought to wrest from
the colonists the control of the historic Hudson-Champlain route with its lateral
branch along the Mohawk. To secomplish this task & powerful British srmy of between
8,000 and 9,000 wen under the eommend of General Burgoyne wes Lo adveance from *
Cenada down Lake Champlain and the Hudson River to Albany. From New York City
a second British ermy of 20,000 men under the British Commender in Chief, Bir
Williem Howe, was to sail up the Hudson River end unite with Burgoyne's army
at Albany. From the west, still snother British army of about ZXBINIEE 1,500
men under Yclonel Barry 8‘!:. leger was to push down the lohewk River fwm Oswego
and join with the other British armies at Albsny. The successful sccomplishment
_of this plan would have split the thirteen colonies in two, thereby separsting
the two most powerful centers of the American Revolution, Hessschusetts end
Virginia. 1t would then have been the old story of divide and conquers

The Commencement of the Cempsign

With all the pomp and pagesntry characteristic of the 18th century,
Burgoyne embarked from St. John's, Ceneda, on June 17, 1777. The ermy consisted
of sbout 4,000 British regulars, 3,000 German troops izd.md by the King of Englend,
between 600 and 700 Cenadians and Indisns, and splendid train of artillery made up
of 138 bronze cannon., GSeldom, if ever, has the American contirent witnessed a
more piecturesque displesy of military splendor. To the pgay multi=colored uniforms
of the various British, German, Cavadian and Tory regiments, were added the bright
war-paint and feathers of their Indian sallies. With three large vessels, 20
gunboats end 200 flat-bottomed tfansports, Burgoyne sailed boldly aslong the
200=mile length of Leke Chemplein to attack his first objective, Fort liconderoga,
the Amerioan guardian of northern New York and New Englend,
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