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A. Interpretive Statement:

The Schuyler House, built in 1777, was for ten
years the country home of General Philip Schuyler an important
military, political and economic figure of the Revolutionary
and post-Revolutionary period. It was from here he managed

and developed the extensive holdings of his Saratoga estate.

In 1787 General Schuyler relinquished this
responsibility to his son, John Bradstreet Schuyler, at the
same time allowing him the use of the Schuyler House for a
year-round home. He also presented him with the household
furniture as a gift. John Bradstreet Schuyler lived here with
his wife and one surviving child until his untimely death in
1795.

With the death of John Bradstreet Schuyler, the life
of the Schuyler House seems to come to an end for awhile.
During the remaining nine years of his life General Schuyler
apparently relied on an overseer to manage his estate and

made only infrequent visits to Saratoga.

Purpose of the Furnishing Plan

The proposed Furnishing Plan has been prepared to
serve as a guide in furnishing and interpreting the Schuyler

House to the period covering the years 1777 to 1795.



It is intended through these furnishings to reflect
the life of General Philip Schuyler as it effected this modest
farm house and that of his son, John Bradstreet Schuyler, who
for a time carried on in the same fine tradition set for him

by his father.,

Through its furnishings this house should recall the
days of the petroon landholders - wealthy, aristocratic
descendants of the Dutch settlers who were also energetic
ovner-managers of frontier farms and mills., At the same time
it should indicate the rebuilding of their way of life with
necessary changes by a man who sécrificed much to win

independence for his country and build a new nation.



B. Historical Narrative:

General Philip  Schuyler - The Schuyler House situated in Schuyler-

ville (0ld Saratoga) about thirty miles north of Albany, New York,
was built in 1777 by General Philip Schuyler, to replace his country
house which had been burned by the British a few weeks earlier. The
eldest son of Johannes and Cornelia (Van Cortlandt) Schuyler, Philip
belonged to the fourth generation of the family which was established
in America'bvahilip Pieterse and Margarita Schuyler. Born at Albany,
Novenmber 11, 1733, he was reared in the Dutch tradition by his mother
and aunt. At the age of twelve he went to school in New Rochelle.

He learned French and became so prolific in mathematics that in later
years he delighted to solve surveying and engineering problems and

to correspond with David Rittenhouse on the mathematics of astronomy.
The two years at New Rochelle were marred with attacks of rheumatic
gout, an illness which was to plague him the rest of his life. 1In
1755 Philip Schuyler married Catherine Van Rensselager. Eight

children survived infancy, 3 sons and 5 daughters.

General Schuyler saw service against the French and Indians
during the Seven Years War and was active in the civil affairs of the
Colony. In June of 1775, he was appointed a major-general of the army.
He participated in the Congressional sessions of November-December,
1779, and February-April, 1780. From April 13 to August 11, 1780,
he served as chairman of the Committee At Headquarters, authorized to

assist Washington in reorgenizing the staff department of the army.

Schuyier held public office continuously from 1780-1798.
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Saratoga Estate - The Schuyler holdings were extensive including

farms and houses in Albany, at the Flats to the north of Albany
and in the Saratogae Patent. After the death of his uncle

Philip Schuyler, in 1745, young Philip then 12 years old, inherited
the Saratoga properties. Sometime, probably in the 1760's, he
built & house and apparently became active in the development of
the area, about 1763, when his attention was directed toward the
administration of the lands attached to this property, some 3,000

acres in extent. In her Memoirs of An American Lady, Mrs. Grant

describes the Schuylers' Saratoga property in the following glowing
terms:

"Thirty miles or more above Albany, in the direction of
the Flats, and near the far-famed Saratoga, which was to be the
scene of his future triumph, he had another establishment. It was
here that the Colonel's political and economic genius had full
scope. He had always the command of a great number of those work-
men who were employed in public buildings, etc. Those were always
in constant pay.....it being necessary to engage them in that
menner; and were, from the change of seasons, the shutting of the
ice, and other circumstances, months unemployed. All these seasons,
when public business was interrupted, the workmen were employed in
constructing squares of buildings in the nature of barracks, for
the purpose of lodging artisans and labourers of all kinds. Having
previously obtained a large tract of fertile lands from the crownm,
on which he built a spacious and convenient house, he constructed
those barracks at a distance, not only as a nursery for the arts
which he meant to encourage, but as the materials of a future colony,
which he meant to plant out around him. He had here a number of
negroes well acquainted with felling of trees and managing saw-mills,
of which he erected several. And whole these were employed in carrying
on a very advantageous trade of deals and lumber, which were floated
down on rafts to New York, they were at the same time clearing the
ground for the colony the Colonel was preparing to establish.



"This new settlement was an asylum for every one vwho
wanted bread and a home. From the variety of employments regularly
distributed, every artisan and every labourer found here lodging
and occupation, some hundreds of people, indeed were employed at
once, Those who were in winter engaged at saw-mills, were in
sumer equally busied at a large and productive fishery. The
artisans got lodging and firing, for two or three years, at first,
besides being well paid for everything they did. Flax was raised
and dressed, and finally spun and made into linen there, and as
artisans were very scarce in the country, every one sent linen to
weave, flax to dress, etc. to the Colonel's colony. He paid them
liberally; and having always an abundance of money in his hands,
could afford to be the loser at first, to be amply repaid in the
end. Tt is inconceivable what dexterity, address, and deep policy
were exhibited the management of this new settlement, the growth
of vhich was rapid beyond belief., Every mechanic ended in being
a farmer, that is, a profitable tenant to the owner of the soil;
and the new recruits of artisans from the north of Ireland chiefly
supplied their place, nourished with the golden dews which the
sagacious projector could so easily cormand. The rapid increase
and advantageous result of the establishment were astonishing. It
is impossible for my imperfect recollection to do justice to the
capacity displayed in these regulations. But I have thus endeavoured
to trace to its original source that wealth and power which became,
afterwards the means of supporting an aggression so formidable,"l

For: fourteen years the estate prospered. Then on October
10, 1777, General Burgoyne, while retreating from the Americans after
the Second Battle of Saratoga burned Schuyler's house. The extent
of the destruction is reflected in a letter to Schuyler from
Colonel Richard Varick, dated October 12, 1777. "No part of your
Buildings have escaped their Malice except the Necessary and your
upper Saw Mill which is in the Same Situation we left it~ Hardly a
vestige of the Fences is left except a few Rails of the Garden"?2
T I Grant, Anne(McVickar), Memoirs of An American Lady, 2 Vols.,

London, 1808, Vol. II, pp. 188-192
2 Pnilip Schuyler papers, N.Y. Public Library (617).




At the time that the property was destroyed Schuyler was
in Albany and probably learned of it on October 11 or 12 because on
the latter date he wrote to Varick asking him to do what he could
to save whatever was left at Saratoga. The same letter indicated
that he was already planning to rebuild for he told Varick that:

"I sent up Tom and another servant to pick up the iron

work of the Buildings which the enemy have burnt. If you
can possibly procure some hands to assist I wish you to do
s0, JIron and nails are at present so very scarce and I wish
that what can be saved should be carried to the Mill House
at the Upper Mill which Major H ? informs me is entirely
standing. If I am not to indisposed I propose riding up
tomorrow or next dayess.

"T intend immediately to have my mills rebuilt and some
house Erected.™3

Schuyler House = Schuyler's intentions were carried out and "some

house" erected within a short time. Concerning its construction
General Schuyler wrote on November 28, 1777:
"On the first instant I began a house, on the 19th I
had two rooms and Cellar Kitchen Einished, on the 30th Instant
I shall discharge my carpenters."

Not much more is known of this original structure. Brandow,

in his The Story of 0ld Saratoga many years later, described it as

follows:

"Only the main structure, 22 by 60 feet was built at that
time; additions on the east side and also the present kitchen were
put on later. The cellar extends under the whole of thispart, and is

3 See Superintendent Ronalds' memorandum of March 30, to

Superintendent, Saratoga NHP.
4 Mr. Lloyd W. Smith's Manuscript Collection.

6

-



3 4

deep, dry and airy. It is divided into three parts. The south end has in

it a large fireplace, and for a while was used as a kitchen; the center one
was the wine cellar, and the north end was used as a storeroom for provisions,
but not vegetables. The vegetable cellar was separate from the house and

was located about twenty-five feet from the southeast corner of the main house.
$he floor timbers are of oak 10 by 12 inches in size and four feet apart.

"On entering the house you first pass under the spacious veranda 103 by
60 feet. One tradition says originally there was no veranda, only a Dutch
porch over the front with side seats. But this is disputed. All events there
have been several changes here, for we have been told by those who can
remember, that the first pillars were round, coated with stucco, and that were
not so high as the present ones by several feet. Mr. George Strover, after he
came into possession, raised the roof of the veranda to let more light into
the upper rooms, and substituted the present square pillars for the round ones.
The main door is made of two thicknesses of plain boards laid at right angles
to each other... The lock is iron 7 by 15 inches in size and 2 inches thick
and furnished with a prodigious key, about the size of the key to the Bastile
preserved at Mt. Vermon.

"Entering you find yourself in a large reception hall 17 x 19 feet. The
ceiling is 9 feet 3 inches high. The original stairway, with its larnding and
turn, was long ago replaced by the present enclosed staircase. The hall is
flanked on the left and right by spacious rooms; on the left by a room 18 by
29 feet used by the Schuylers as the dining room, now the sitting room: on the
right by the parlor 20 by 22 feet. This room is still adorned by paper put
on by Philip Schuyler, 2nd, in preparation for the marriage of his daughter
Ruth to Mr. T. W. Ogden, of New York, in 1836, The paper on the room immediately
above it was also renewed at the same time. All of these rooms are beautifully
lighted by spacious windows which retain the original small panes of glass.

The great fireplaces at either end of the house are also left undisturbed; in
fact the present occupants have very considerately endeavored to keep the

house in its original state, that is, so far as necessary repairs would admit...
Opening out of the reception hall to the east is a smaller room which was used
by General Schuyler and all his successors as an office. Passing through this
rear hall to the north you come to the great kitchen, which is by no means the
least interesting dimensions. The opening in the fire-place is 7 feet wide by
i feet high. The old brick oven on the left has been removed. Just to the left,
as youmass out doors, the milk-room was formerly situated, surrounded with
lattice work and containing sunken places in the stone floor to keep the butter
cool.

"Above the kitchen are four rooms. In the second story of the main house
are seven bedrooms, most of them very large, and all provided with ample closet
TOOMesss''5

This description includes additions to the building which
recent architectural investigations reveal where put on after Schuyler's
death.

5 Brandow, John Henry, The Story of 0ld Saratoga, Fort Orange Press,
Albany, 1919, p. 327.
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John Bradstreet Schuyler's Occupancy - In 1787, General Schuyler

turned over the management of his Saratogae estate to his son,

John Bradstreet, who had recently married Elizebeth Van Rensselaer.
John Bradstreet took immediate pogsession and became, as his father
had hoped, a competent business man and useful citizen, becoming a

trustee of Williams College, Supervisor of the Town of Saratoga

and a member of the New York Assenbly.

With the occupation of John Bradstreet and Elizabeth Schuyler
the character of the house at Saratoga underwent a definite change.
From a summer house and occasional residence it became a year-round
house.

During the next seven years, the young Schuylers made
Saratoga their home and from ité lands obtained a good living. Two
sons, Philip and Stephen, named for their grandfathers, were born.
Stephen died in infancy, but Philip grew to manhood and became the

third possessor of the Saratoga estate.

On August 10, 1795, John Bradstreet died after a short
illness and the management of the estate reverted to the General

until his death in November, 180L.

Historic Use of Rooms - Brandow's description of the Schuyler House,

quoted above, is the only written account so far discovered which
indicates the historic use of the rooms and local tradition seems

to bear this out.



He described the room to the left of the entrance hall

as the dining room which is obvious from the location of the present
kitchen and a trap door in the "china" closet which leads up from
the cellar for the convenient passage of wine and food(the original
kitchen wes in the cellar). The room to the right of the entrance
hall, the only other room of comparable size on this floor, was then,
undoubtedly, the parlor as Brandow indicates. The room at the end
of the entrance hall is described as "father's office”. It is also
indicated as such on an undated floor plan of the house discovered
among the Schuyler Papers of the New York Public Library. Apparently
General Schuyler and later his son, carried on the management of the

estate from here.

The second floor rooms are described only as bedrooms. There
were three at the time John Bradstreet lived in the house. According
to local tradition the south room was the master bedroom and the small
west room was a nursery. Whether this nursery tradition stems from
John Bradstreet's occupancy or later from his son Philip's occupany
is not known. The latter seems more likely inasmuch as Philip raised
five children here and John Bradstreet only one. 1In either case, in
1795 John's son was seven years old and had undoubtedly outgrown a
"nursery". This room then might more appropriately be called "Philips"
room. The third room on the north end of the house was apparently

a guest room for family and friends. The most famous of these visitors

being General Schuyler himself, who must have stayed with his son on

occasion when visiting Saratoga.

BN}



Brandow's description of the cellar is born out by
architectural investigation. The large open fireplace at the
south end(original kitchen) and the partitions and shelving
of the center room(wine cellar) are part of the original structure
and the room at the north end is ideal for the storage of

provisions.
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C. Furniture Narrative:

General Schuyler moved into the Schuyler House as soon
as it was livable and undoubtedly began furnishing it immediately.
Where or how he obtained this furniture is not known, but it is
possible that some of it came from his town house in Albany. If so,
the original furnishings may have consisted of old family pieces and
other early 18th century items which had been stored away in the attic,

victims of changing tastes and styles.

The first reference we have to these furnishings is dated
1787. It was then that General Schuyler turned over the management
of his Saratoga property to his son, John Bradstreet Séhuyler, and
gave to him by "Deed of Gift" all the household furniture. The following
excerpts are from a letter General Schuyler wrote to his son on this

occasion. It was written from Saratoga on December 8, 178T7:

"My Dear Child:

"I resign in your care, and to your sole emolument a place on
which I have for a long series of years bestowed such care and attention,
and I confess I should part from it with many a severe pang did I not
resign it to my child....

"Directly upon my return to Albany I shall make you out a Deed of
Gift for all the Blacks belonging to the farm except Jacob, Peter,

Cuff and Bett, and for the Stock and Cattle, Horses, etc., etc., with
a very few exceptions. For all the farming utensils, household
furniture, etc., etc....

"Althou' for reasons which prudence dictates, I shall not give
you a deed for any part of my estate, yet you ought to know what of
this farm I intend for you, and which I shall immediately make you by
will; it is all on the South Side of the Fishkill, and as far down as
Col. Van Vochten's, and as far West as to Inclose Marshall's & Colvert's
farms. Besides a just proportion of any of my other Estates. But all

11



the tenants now residing on the farm either on the South or

North side of the Creek are to pay their rents to me and Preserve
the right of settling people on the west side of the road and to
the north of Little Creek, which runs by Kiliaen Winne's, the
blacksmith. For altho' you will have the occupancy of all the
rest of the farm on both sides of the Creek, yet that on the North
side of the Creek I intend for one of your Brothers.

"Should you die before me, which I most sincerely pray may
not happen, your children, if God blesses you with any, will have
this farm and such share of my other Estates as I intend for you;
and should you die before me, and without children, your wife,
who is also my child, will be provided for by me. In short, it is
my intention to leave you without any excuse if you fail in proper
exertions to improve the property intrusted to you; and it is with
that in view that I so fully detail my intentions, and Give you
this written testimony of them, and that no unworthy conduct may
induce me to change my intentions is my hope and my anxious wish,
and T have the pleasure to assure you that I believe when once the
heat of youth is a little abated, I shall enjoy the satisfaction of
seeing you what I most ardently wish you to be, a Good man and an
honor to your family...."6

John Bradstreet did die before his father, however, with-
out leaving a will and on December 19, 1795, writing from Saratogsa,
General Schuyler sent the following letter to Richard Davis

instructing him concerning the removal of his son's effects to
Albany:

"Sir:

"I inclose you a letter for the tenants on several of my lots
requesting them to ride two days for me in the course of the present
winter. Those who do not comply will be charged with ten Shillings
for each day which I will pay you -~-

"on the loft of the wagon house there is about one hundred
bushels of corn and a quantity of oats. If it is more convenient
for you to send me oats and corn from Waterford or Halfmoon it is
in your option so to do. I wish to have them sent with the first
good sleding as I have but little grain for my Horses at Albany.

6 Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library
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All the furniture, beef and other things which are to go to
Albany you will please send to my house and give the Persons
who carry it each a bill of what he takes --

"The Franklin in the Wagon house is to be sent down last --

"I shall send for the Horse sleds in the winter --

"In the root celler is & quantity of potatoes please to
sell them for me, reserving what you may want for your family
use. The other garden stuff is at your service as a present.

"Please to take on Account of any farming utensils, chains
and etc. and give me a list thereof the like to be returned at
the Experation of the lease or paid for at your option.

"Inclose you an account of the board and plank which are at
the upper mill belonging to the Estate of my late son. Be so
good as to have them brought to the landing for which I will pay
you, as also the rails. On the same peper I have noted the board
and plank now at the landing belonging to the Estate --

"Mr. Robert Parks has engaged the boards planks and rails,
and when he is ready to raft you will please to deliver the whole
to him --

"The bedstead, bedding, chairs, stove and the white cupboard
with anything that may be therein are to be left here, as also
the maple wood writing teble - the other furniture in the south
room is to be sent down.

"Be so good as to send down the wheat as fast as it is
threshed. It may be convenient to send the chairs on the Sleds
loaded with wheat or other Grain, or the flaxseed which is in
the wagon house loft --

"The pork and beef in the cellar, as also the paint and two
jugs of 0il must be sent down unless you should be able to sell
the beef and pork here --

"The green chairs belongs to Mr. Toll please to Deliver them
when he send for them --

"Please to deliver the Negro man Lisbon five bushels of Corn
whenever he sends for it --

"Be so good as to send down the Phaeton top which lays in
the Wagon house with the very first sleds that carries a load down --

"If any person wants to buy the Log Carriage please to Sell
it --

"And as I have not time to copy this letter please to bring
me a copy thereof when you come to Albany --

"Most sincerely wishing you health and happiness I am"

"Your Obedient Servant
Ph. Schuyler" T

7'Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library.
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With this Schuyler enclosed the following letter to his

tenants:

"Saratoga December 18, 1795
To Messrs. Samel Brian, John McKinstry, William Wilcox,
George MeScutchin and Abner Scidmore
Gentlemen:

"I have seldom called on you for the two days riding
which you are annually to perform for me or pay in lieu of
each day two shillings. The effects of my late son are to
be removed from this place to Albany during the present
winter. I must therefore request you to attend with your
Sleds at the time which Richard Davis Esqr. shall appoint
who has the Effects in his charge and I trust you will find
it your interest to comply with my request.

"T am your kind and Humble Servant....”

Ph. Schuyler

Apparently, General Schuyler had his son's furniture
removed for safekeeping until his grandson Philip Schuyler,
heir to the property, came of age. The following list is an

account of what was sent to Albany at this time:

8 Schuyler MSS, New York Historical Society.
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"Acct of Furnature grane &S sent by Sundry Sleds to Albany belonging to the
Estate of John B. Schuyler Esq¥

111796
"January
"Jenl¥ 19
|119
ll19
Ileo
"Pebruary 10
II15
H15
"March

9 schuyler Mss, New York Public Library.

18 by Henry N Decan

2 long boxes

2 Barrels Sundrys

3 do do

1l bagg 3 trammels

1 Iron pale

3 pales 1 Stone pot
by Charles Moore Sled
4 barrels pork & Beef
by Benj® Stores

1l Large tub Beef

1 Barrel Sundrys

1 Iron Kittle, 1 Brass d°
Lk Milk tubs, 1 pale

2 Sives, Some Iron Ware Small

1l pr hand Irons 3 Chares

by M Schuylers Negro

1 Chest, 1 trunk, 1 Box China
1 Carpet, 2 Bags Oats, 1 Bag Wool

1 Box lookin Glasses

1 Bale flannel & some yearn

by Richd Davis Jun Sled

T Bags Oats 3 Chares

1 pr hand Irons

1l Reel 1 Sawer

by Jeremiah Hearts Sled
20 Busl wheat & 2 tables
by George McScutchen

20 Bus} wheat

by Rich? Davis Jun 2 sleds
374 Bus wheat

1 Side Board, 4 Chares
by Rich® Davis J. 2 Sleds
39 Bus wheat 177 flax

25 Hemp

1796

Janul¥ 18 by George N Decan

FeblY

April

15

19

20

2k

23

12

2 Barrels Sundrys
1 24 weight 1 Tears
1l Qoffee Mill, 3 pots
1 Large Iron Kittle
1 pr hand Irons
1l bake pan 1 Tea Kittle
2 frying pans 1 Skillet
1 Grid Iron 1 drippin pan
By Jobn Storm
4 Barrels Sundrys
1l Jug, 1 Churn
1l tub 1 pr hand Irons
2 Stone pots
2 pr Shovels & tongs
January 20 1796
by Mr. Ketchum
L Bags Oat
1 Chest Drawers
by Daniel Gesile(?)
2 Boxes Sundrys
1 Bundle Blinds
2 Chares, 1 knife box
3 bead Steds 1 Bag Oats
by John Storm
1 Box Sundrys
3 tables 6 Chares
1 bacgammon table
1l Tea Kittle, 1 Stone pot
1 Brush, 1 frying pan
1 ban Box, 1 Gun
by James Calvert
21 Bust wheat
1 Villow Basket
35 flax
by Robert Parks on Raft
61 Bus wheat, 10 D° peas
3 taebles, 2 Chares, 1
Soffer
2 Reals flax Cloath
1 Side Saddle, 1 franklin
Stove
1 Meddesin Chest, 1 pale
1 Pheatin top, 1 Iron
Kittle"9



This account apparently lists all the furnishings
which were in the house at the time of John Bradstreet Schuyler's
death and is the most valuable inventory we have. It is
undoubtedly made up of furniture General Schuyler gave to his son
and any that the John Bradstreet Schuylers may have added. The
list seems meager, at least by modern standards, but the 12%
barrels of "sundries” probably held many important household
items not otherwise listed. Such things as candlesticks, pictures,
bedding, draperies, linens, books, personal objects, etc., were
probably packed this way. It is also possible that worn items,
such as floor coverings, etc., may have been, were not considered

worth saving so are not listed.

What General Schuyler's intentions were at this time
concerning his Saratoga property, we do not know. He was 62 years
0ld, in poor health and certainly much saddened by his son's
unexpected death. He could either assume full responsibility
for the management of the estate himself or hire someone to do it
for him. The latter seems the more probable. Aside from his
poor health he was involved in public affairs which undoubtedly
kept him away from home a great deal. It is not likely that he
was anxious to take on the responsibility of his estate again.
Hovever, he must have visited there occasionally to check on his
properties. Perhaps this is why when he was instructing Richard Davis

about his son's household effects, he asked that everything be
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removed with the exception of a bedstead and bedding, some
chairs, a stove, a white cupboard and its contents and a maple
wood writing table. oNothing has been discovered to indicate
that General Schuyler furnished the house with anything more

than this after his son's death.

With General Schuyler's death in 1804 the larger part
of the Saratoga property is bequeathed to John Bradstreet Schuyler's
son, Philip, including "all and singular, the house, outhouses,
milk and other buildings and appurtenances."lO As indicated

previously, he probably acquired the Schuyler House furniture also.

Young Philip was at this time, sixteen years of age
and a student at Columbia College. When he took up residence
in the Schuyler House is not known. He married Grace Hunter in
1811.

In 1837, e financial panic produced by over-speculation
and unwise banking practices, struck an almost paralyzing blow
at commerce and manufacturing. Philip Schuyler being deeply
involved through his interest in the mills and canals and because

of his farming operations, found himself faced with bankruptcy.

10m195t Will and Testament of Philip Schuyler", Books of
Wills III, 149, Surrogate's Court, Albany County,
Albany, New York.

7



o ¢

In order to meet his obligations he had to sell his

Saratoga property.

The following partial "Schedule of Household Furniture"
drawn up at this time gives us an idea of the furniture Philip
acquired while living in the Schuyler House:

"Parlour - Carpet, Sopha, Center Table - Pier table - 12
mahogany chairs - 2 arm chairs - 2 ottomans -
rug - 2 andirons, fender, tongs - Shovel, clock =
Piano & seat - 2 tripods - 2 nests of small tables,
2 candle-gbras. Guitar - small table - 4 curtains -
cornices & shades ~ Looking glass

Piazza - 2 sophas
In garret - 01d Piano - Trunks - 3 glass shades, 4 dozen bottles
o0ld Madiera 13 dozn Bottles Madiera 10 Galls in
Demi johns
In cellar - Barrell Pork
184 Dozn Carman closet - 7-1/3 Dozn bottles Port wine
10 bottles Hock 3 Dozn muscat & c., 20 Galls port wine
2 bottles 1 pale sherry 3 dozen bottles Madiera
3 Dozn champagne 1 dozn & a half do Champagne 6 Galls
Madiera in cask - 1 Bbl Hard Cyder % box soap, 2 Doz
Wax candles 2 Galls Cherry Brandy."il
Some of these furnishings may be listed in the 1796
account, but unfortunately there is no positive way of identifying
them. It is apparent, however, from close evaluation of the

furnishings that Philip had established a stylish and well equipped

home during the thirty-three years he owned the property.

11
Schuyler MSS., New York Historical Society.
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Fortunately, the household furniture was purchased by
Philip's mother, who had married John Bleeker. She gave it to
Philip's wife by deed of gift thereby exempting it from attachment
by his creditors.12 It apparently remained in her ﬁossession

until her death, when it probably reverted to her husband.

Philip Schuyler served as American consul in Liverpool
for about two years following December 1840. After his recall, he

moved to Pelham-on-Sound, where he died in 1865.

The following is an inventory of his household furnishings
drafted by an appraiser on August 31, 1865, one year after his
death:13

"I,ist of Furniture contained in House -

Room No. 1 Room No. 2
1 Piano $75 1 Bookcase 8
1 Mirror 10 3 Bookstands 12/ -  L4.50
2 Armchairs 6 1 Sofa 2.50
8 black chairs 6 3 Tables 2.50
3 Garden chairs 3 6 Chairs T
5 Tables 10.50 2 Benches 1
2 benches 1 1 Clock 5
1 Screen .50 2 Candlesticks ly
3 curtains 10 2 Curtains 6
Mantle-vases 5 Carpet and Rug 15
2 Engravings 2
2 pair bronze

candlesticks 1

LQSchuin.er Mss., New York Historical Society, "Deed of
Gift to Grace Hunter Schuyler."

l3w111 of Philip Schuyler, File No. 238-1865, Surrogate
Court, Westchester County.
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1 Sideboard

1 Dining Table
1 do
1 Arm Chair

1 Lounge

1 Bookstand
Carpet and Rug

Bedroom No. 2

Bureau

Sofa

Washstand china
Table

Benches

Chairs
Rocking~-do

1l Arm Chair
Carpet

RPEORRRRPP

Dressing Room

2 tables & glass
1 Weshstand
1 Chair

Mat

Bedroom No. 4

1 Bedstead

1 Dressing table
1 Bureau

1 Wash Basin - china
4 Chairs
Wardrobe

2 Chairs

2 Benches

1 Hatstand

1l Lamp

0il Cloth

Room No. 3

4.00
5.00
2.50
2.50
2.50
3.00
5.00

Bedstead Bed and cover

1k.00

5.00
2.00
1.00

.50

.50
3.00
1.00
1.00
5.00

1.50
.50
.50

1.50

v HFMDW
-]\ -3 o\ OO
\nO\ngooooo

K
[oN e
[eNe

6 Chairs 5.00
1 Clock 10.00
4 Pictures 2.00
2 Curtain-

hangings 1.00
4 Candlestick

and lamps 3.00

Bedroom No. 5

Bedstead, beds & cover 5.00
1l Tablet .25
1 Washstand china 2.00
1l glass .50
4 Chairs 2.00
1l Bureau 2.00
Small Room No.l4

1 Dining Table 4.00
4 Cane Chairs 2.00
Room No. 5

1 Sofa 3.00
2 Tables 1.50

1 Dressing table & glass6.00

1 Washstand china 5.00
4 chairs 2.00
1 Wooden Wardrobe 1.00
Carpet 3.00
Hall
1l Stove 5.00
2 Flower tablet & vases 3.00
2 Chairs 1.50
1l Table 1.00
2 Benches .50
1l Glass .50
5 Chairs 3.00



II Floor

Hall

1 table, 2 chairs 1.50

Bedroom No. 1

1 Bedstead-beds & cover 25.00

1 Wardrobe k.00
1 Lounge 1.50
1 Dressing table & glass 6.00
Mantle Vases 1.00
2 Benches 1.50
Wash stand and china 3.00
Carpet 5.00
Chairs 2.00
Writing desk 3.00
Laundry

Tables, tubs, stove 3.00

511 Ounces of silver 511.00
600 Books 150.00

2 Sets of dinner china 12.00

1l Set of Glass 5.00
3 sets of tea cups 5.00
1 lot bedding 3.00
Kitchen

Chairs, tables &
Cooking Utensils 5.00

Bedroom No. 2

1 Bedstead, beds, & Cover5.00
1 Bureau 2.00
1 Dressing Table 4,00
1 Washstand and china 2.00

Here again vaguenesses inherent in the earlier references

(especially those of 1796), thwart absolute identity. Nevertheless

certain interlocking items that pass along from generation to genera-

tion, convey a degree of supporting assurance. For instance, in all

probability they were the same: the sideboard and dining tables

(3 sections) of 1796, descending through the family until 1917. 1In

the matter of style, the group may well have been heirlooms dating

from General Schuyler's tenure.

So perhaps was the oldest of the

three sofas listed in 1865. This piece together with two nests of

tables (first encountered in 1837 and reappearing in 1917), aid

further to underscore a sense of continuity.



While Philip Schuyler's will provided for the sale of the

property, the heirs agreed to retain his house and furnishings intact

as the "family homestead." This arrangement appears to have been

maintained until the death of Fanny Schuyler, one of Philip Schuyler II's

daughters, on January 10, 1917.

Fanny Schuyler‘'s will provided that her share of the family

heirlooms should be devised to her four nieces, specifically indicating

what items each was to receive. The furniture and personal effects

at the Schuyler residence at what had become 380 Pelham Road,
New Rochelle, New York, were appraised and the following affidavit
and appraisal were submitted to the Surrogate Court of Westchester

County:

Parlor

Mehogany Colonial Console, white marble top, mirror under

Pier glass, gilded, with shaped top

Four late Sheraton arm chairs, scroll arms, carved backs

Nine Colonial side chairs, carved backs (4 in parlor, 1 in
south bedroom, 3rd floor, 1 in hall, 3 in Miss Schuyler's
bedroom

Two Empire mshogany chairs, loose seats

Roman bench of Colonial mahogany, needlework seat

Roman bench, similar, smaller

Large Hepplewhite couch, scroll head, round foot, claw feet

Colonial mahogany round table, marble top

large Hepplewhite couch, ends scrolled, top rail carved, with
drapery and cornucopia

Mahogany Colonial chair for spinet

Chippendale pie crust table

Mahogany Sheraton Bookcase, two doors with Gothic lattice

Colonial gilded mirror

Two Empire candelabra, female figures, bronze base and arms
in part gilded

Two Colonial lamp stands, mahogany, marble top (one in ante room)

22

$ 75.00
50.00
240.00

225.00
150.00
25.00
20.00
200.00
50.00

200.00
40.00
750.00
100.00
30.00

35.00
70.00



Parlor (Cont'd)

Three pairs Empire curtains, holders of bronze gilt 15.00
Two bronze Colonial candlesticks 20.00
Nest of four lacquer tables 60.00
Two classic bronze candlesticks, Colonial T70.00

Ante Room to Parlor

Large Hepplewhite mahogany dining table, tilting tops, two

parts as side tables 200.00
Pembroke Hepplewhite mashogany table 125.00
Colonial mahogany stand for books 50.00
Dining Room
Mahogany Hepplewhite sideboard 150.00
Mehogany folding pillar table 60.00
Mahogany Hepplewhite folding breakfast table 150.00
Eleven Mahogany Colonial chairs (4 in dining room) 330.00

(2 in "Lafayette room", 2 in J.S.'s room, 1 in
third floor south, 2 in third floor north)
Forward $3,490.00

(signed) F.H.G. Keeble

Brought Forward, 3,490.00
Empire mantel clock, Sienna marble base 75.00
Miss F. Schuyler's Room
Colonial four post mahogany bed 100.00
Colonial bureau with mirror over 50.00
Colonial washstand 20.00
Sheraton mehogany secretaire, fall front drawer 200.00
Hepplewhite desk and work table 75.00
Colonial mantel clock, black with bronze mountings 40.00
Sheraton nest of three tables 30.00

"Lafayette Bedroom"

Hepplewhite four post mahogany bed, reeded pillars, gilded

carved canopy 1,000.00
Mahogany wardrobe, to match hed 350.00
Small mehogany Colonial drop leaf table 50.00
Sheraton inlaid mahogany card table, mirror over same 100.00
Two pairs curtain holders, rosette, brass 10.00
Hepplewhite mahogany dressing table 125.00
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"Lafayette Bedroom" (Cont'd)

Mahogany Sheraton carved table
Mahogany Sheraton washstand
Painting, Tiepolo School

Mr. J. Schuyler's Room

Empire bed, mahogany
Small mahogany table
Small mahogany washstand
Small mahogany bureau

Hall, Second Floor

Colonial mahogany table

Third Floor, south bedroom

Mahogany Sheraton Bureau
Mahogany Sheraton washstand
Chippendale pole screen

Third Floor, north room

Mirror

Servant's bedroom

Sheraton mahogany bureau
Dining Room (Cont'd)

Empire coffee set, 9 pieces
Forward

75.00
40.00
20.00

60.00
25.00
20.00
40.00

20.00

60.00
35.00
40.00

10.00

35.00

125.00
$6,350.00

(Signed) F.H.G. Keeble

Brought Forward

Teapot, gilded

Twelve Crown Derby plates, scroll pattern, dark blue
Twelve saucers, light blue, flowers

Yellow bandcups and saucers

Fourteen Colonial cut green wine glasses

Nine Colonial cut goblets

Thirteen tall Colonial cut chempasgne glasses

Eight Colonial cut wine glasses

Six red glass finger bowls

Two Colonial cut glass bowls, pineapple

2k

$6,340.00

20.00
25.00
15.00
10.00
20.00
20.00
39.00
24,00
12.00
25.00



" Dining Room (Cont'd)

Colonial cut glass punch bowl

Four Colonial cut glass dishes (as are)

Two Colonial cut glass sugar bowls, steeple tops

Two Colonial glass sugar bowls, and covers

Four Colonial glass candy dishes

Six Colonial glass salts

Two Colonial cut glass double mouthed decanters

Four cut glass claret decanters

Two Colonial cut glass water pitchers

Large Colonial dinner set, white and gold

Large Colonial dinner set, white and gold
(if broken into two sets, $100.00 each)

Two old Canton platters (as are)

Three piece Empire Furniture, Bisque

Three Empire pots, griffin bandles

Two blue and red pots

Two delft vases

Two covered Jjugs, Staffordshire

Two cut glass decanters (odd)

Portrait of a Boy, artist unknown

Two miniatures, Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler

40.00
10.00
60.00
15.00
40.00
9.00
30.00
30.00
50.00
150.00

25.00
150.00
75.00
15.00
150.00
35.00
5.00
50.00
60.00

(signed) F.H.G. Keeble $7,548.00

This is an interesting inventory. It was obviously made by

a professional and his descriptions give us a more accurate picture

of the family heirlooms than any of the previous inventories.

It

will be noticed that the appraiser's use of the term "colonial is

misleading. In most cases the items described this way appear to be

of the "Empire" style rather than 18th century.

Also, the specific

descriptions of the two "Hepplewhite" couches clearly identify them

as "Duncsn Phyfe" pieces.

With the possible exception of some of the chairs, tables,

mirrors, sideboard, china and glassware most of the items listed in

the 1917 inventory appear to be early 19th century pieces which were

undoubtedly acquired by Philip Schuyler II when in residence in the

Schuyler House.
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Conclusion
The worth of all the documentary analyses and evaluations
that have preceded the subjoined plan, is pointed up by & theme

developed in the April 1959 issue of The Magazine Antigues.

Editorislly the publication summarized a credo which was so ably
expressed and so applicable to this project as to deserve a place
herewith. "Each of these studies,”" the text stated, "is in effect

a case history, and from them all we may draw enlightening conclusions.

Most striking is the way in each instance the house is thought of in
terms of the individuals who lived in it. Every effort has been made
to learn as much as possible about these individuals, in specific

detail, and inventories have been meticulously followed as guides

in furnishing. In other words, exhaustive research is the foundation
on which the preservation project rests. In consequence each of these

houses as it may be seen today is not just another nice o0ld house

pleasantly filled with antiques, but the re-created home of a

specific person or family where individual tastes and habits are

intimately and convincingly revealed."

There is every reason to furnish the Schuyler House on the
basis of the 1796 account of furniture belonging to the estate of
John Bradstreet Schuyler. In the first place, it would be reflective
of the mode of life set by General Schuyler who is the historic
figure we commemorate. Secondly the house itself is in the process

of being restored to its physical condition at the end of the
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eighteenth century. Thirdly and as corollary to the above, our

plan concerns itself with the transitional phase of the house when

~ it was transformed from a summer, part-time residence to a year around
family home. These are the historical facets to be recalled and
emphasized by objects suggesting the General's interests, tastes,
habits, and activities. The exhibits are designed to reflect his
dominating influence and his presence as a frequent visitor under

his son's roof.

The Furnishing Plan suggests a number of items intended
to "round-out" this picture of family life which revolved around
the patriarch. The piano with stool and the guitar accord with
later documentation. A settee, extra chests of drawers, chairs,
or washstands, etc. follow local precedents and have been selected
as consistent with the cultural and social standing of the Schuyler
family. Many of these pleces too, can be identified with later
Schuyler documents.

Furnishings selected on the basis of the 1796 account
are marked with one asterisk in the following listse Items
selected on the basis of later inventories are marked with two

asterisks,.
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D. Descriptive List of Furnishings Recommended For Each Room:

Hall, First Floor

Setteg Windsor style, c1780, dark green.

*4 Side Chairs: Windsor style, c1780, dark green. The
settee and the side chairs should be matching or
as much alike in desigh as possible.

#3 Maps: Revolutionary Wer period, framed, depicting the
Hudson Valley regions. (Faden or similar).

Grandfathers Clock: cl760-85. In running condition, if
possible.

* Barometer - Thermometer: c¢l760-80.
* Hanging Lemp: Tin, square. See illustration.

Floor Cloth: Reproduction painted floor cloth or "oil"
cloth to cover entire floor. ¢l787. See attachment
on floor coverings.

*¥Venetian Blinds: Wooden slats, green. Modern manufactured
blinds may be used. Fascia to be copied from old Wind
example in collection.

Parlor

* Sofa: Hepplewhite Style, cl785-90. Similar to Nos. 545~
550 in American Antique Furniture by E.G.Miller, Vol. I,

pages 309, 310.

**% Easy Chair (Wing Chair): Hepplewhite style, cl1785. Similar
to Nos. 399 and 400 in American Antique Furniture by
E. G. Miller, Vol. I, page 2h2.

* Backgammon Table: ¢1760-1780, Chippendale or Sheraton
style. See illustration.

¥ Pembroke Teble: Hepplewhite style, cl785. Similar to
Nos. 1411-141k4 in American Antique Furniture by
E. G. Miller, Vol. II, page ThiT.

*% Piano: cl775-85, preferebly of New York or Albany
origin. See illustration.
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Parlér (Cont'd)
¥%Stool: For piano, ¢l775-85
**Guitar (Violin or flute might be substituted.)
Sheet music or bound volume of music of the period.
*Looking Glass: Chippendale style, fretwork design, cl1760-

1770. Similar to Nos. 1125, 1126, 1130, or 1131 in
American Antique Furniture, by E.G.Miller, Vol. II,

page 630.

*2 Side Chairs: (matching pair) Chippendale style, cl760-
80. Similar to Nos. 163 and 164 in American Antique
Furniture by E. G. Miller, Vol. I, page 165.

*%2 Side Chairs: (matching pair) Happlewhite style, cl785,
Shield back design similar to those in American
Antique Furniture by E. G. Miller, Vol. 1, page 182, 183.

*Arm Chair: Chippendale style, for desk. ¢1780-85.

*%2 Side Chairs (matching pair) Hepplewhite style, cl1785.
Shield back design similar to those in American
Antique Furniture by E.G.Miller, Vol. I, page 182, 183.

**Secretary Bookcase: Chippendale style, cl760-1780. The
blackfront example of New England origin on loan
from the Metropolitan is entirely appropriate.
*Franklin 8tove: ¢1780-85. Similar to attached illustration.

*Small Andirons: One pair, brass, c¢l760-80. To fit
Franklin stove.

¥*Fender: Brass, cl760-1780. To fit Franklin Stove.
*Fire Set: Brass, cl760-1780.

*¥Portrait: 0il, framed, of a member of either the Schuyler
or Van Rensselaer families. Original or reproduction.

*Landscape: O0il, framed, of the Hudson Valley area or
from the Dutch School. Original or reproduction.

v ¥Carpet: Brussels, Scotch or Wilton, period or reproduction.
c1780-85. Wall to wall. See attachment on floor

coverings.
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Parlor (Cont'd)

¥* Candlestand: Tripod type, iron and brass. See
illustration.

¥ Table: Chippendale style, pie-crust design. c¢l1T760-
1780. Similar to those in American Antique
Furniture by E. G. Miller, Vol. II, pages T35,737.

* Tea Set: silver and/or china, ¢.1780.

* Delft Garniture: Set of five pieces, ¢l1750-80.
See illustration.

* Backgammon Set: c¢.1780.

* Sperm Oil Lamp: Silver, Sheffield or Pewter.
See illustration.

* Candlesticks: Pailr, silver, Sheffield or brass, cl1780-85.

* Sconces: Pair, Chippendale style, cl760-80. Gilt frames
on loan from Metropolitan might appropriately be
augmented with candle brackets.

Pair of Board Figures: Dutch style, boy and girl.
See illustration.

Draperies and Valances: See attachment on textiles.

Dining Room
or Hepplewhite
* Dining Table: Chippendale/style, cl760-80.
or Hepplewhite
* 6 Side Chairs: Chippendalg style, c1780-85. Matching
or as similar as possible.

* Sideboard: Hepplewhite style, cl780-85.
¥ I Knife Box: Hepplewhite style, ¢1785. Similar to

. ' Nos. 1018 and 1021 in American Antique Furniture
by E. G. Miller, Vol. I, page 507.

% Table: Side or serving table, Chippendale style,
drop-leaf, ball and claw feet. clTT70.

#* Silver Candlesticks: One pair, cl760-80. See
illustrations.

* Candlesticks: One pair, brass, cl760-80. For mantel.
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Dining Room (Cont'd)

*Candlesticks: Ome pair, brass, c¢l760-80. For
serving table.

Ice cooler: (Cellaret) Happlewhite style, cl1785.
Similar to No. 1040 in American Antique Furniture,
by E. G. Miller, Vol. I, page 572.

*%¥Side Table: ¢1785. Marble top.
*Punch Bowl: Delft, or Export Porcelain. cl1760-95.
*2 Decenters: ¢l1760-80. For serving table.
Butlers Tray: With stand, cl770-85. See illustration.

Footman: Brass and steel, Dutch style, Mid 18th
century. See illustration.

*¥Copper Tea Kettle

Bird Cage and Live Canary Bird: Bird Cage of the 1780
period. Canary should be green, if possible.

*4 Prints: If possible a set of Revolutionary War scenes
or heroes. Scripture paintings in "eating-rooms"
were characteristic of area.

*Andirons: One pair, brass, cl760-80.

Fire Set: ¢1760-80, brass.

Fender: cl760-80, brass.

Fire Back: ¢1760-80.

Electric Fireplace.

Draperies: See attachment on textiles:

Matting: Grass "China" matting to cover floor. Modern
manufactured matting may be used if old matting
cannot be found. See attachment on floor coverings.

Floor Cloth: Piece to cover center portion of room under

table and chairs. Reproduction of period design. See
attachment on floor coverings.
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In Closet
* Canton China: c1780-85.
* Table linen: Damask, white. See attachment on textiles.
. Traveling Wine Chest: See illustration.
High Chair: ¢1760-80.
* Glassware: cl760-80.
* Writing table: Tavern type, similar to No. 1277 in
American Antique Furniture by E. G. Miller, Vol. II,

page 697. Mentioned in General Schuyler's letter
to Richard Davis, December 19, 1795.

*% Small Table: Tripodtype, similar to Nos. 1339, 40, 41
on page 725, American Antique Furniture by E. G. Miller,
Vol. II.

* 2 Side Chairs: Windsor type, cl780, dark green. Mentioned
in General Schuyler's letter to Richard Davis,
Decenber 19, 1795.

* Looking Glass: Small, fretwork type, cl760-80.
* Sconce: Tin, See illustration.
4 Letter Press: cl760-80.

2 Fire Buckets: Leather.

¥% Bookcase: Small, similar to attached drawing. 0ld
Shelves in Senate House at Kingston can be used as
model.
T
Traveling Lap Desk: cl760-30.
* Pewter Bowl and Pitcher: 1780-85.
* Pewter Inkwell: ¢1780-85.

% 2 Prints: Framed, depicting Revolutionary figures,
George Washington and Alexander Hamilton, for instance.

* 2 Quill Pens: These may be reproductions.

Cover for Writing Table: Green baize. May be of
modern manufacture.
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Office (Cont'd)
Matting: Grass matting to cover floor. Modern manufactured
matting may be used if old matting cannot be found.
See attachment on floor coverings.

*¥Gun: Hudson Valley Fowling piece. Saratoga National
Historical Park may have suitable specimen.

Set of Dw¥lling Pistols.
Spyglass: Revolutionary Period.
Cane: Silver, Ivory, or gold headed cang, cl760-90.
%*Books: An assortment of leather-bound books for bookcase
relating to mathematics, farming, health, military
affairs, economics, etc., should be contemporary with
General Schuyler.

Set Drafting Instruments: Early type.

0ld Journals, records books, account books, etc., for
writing table.

Newspapers: Contemporary, local papers for writing table.

¥#¥Candlestand: Tripod base, similar to No. 1392 on page T39
in American Antique Furniture, by E.G.Miller, Vol. II.

*Venetian Blinds: Wooden slats, green. Modern manufactured
blinds may be used. Fascia to be copied from old
blind example in collection.

Wood bootjack: Early type.
Medicine bottle or bottles. Early examples excavated.
Kitchen
*¥Kitchen Table: Trestle or Sawbuck type.

Kas: Dutch cupboard, painted. Mentioned in General Schuyler's
letter to Richard Davis, December 19, 1795.

*2 Chairs: Early 18th century, with rush seats. Similar to
the slat-back and banister-back chairs illustrated
on pages 121 and 127 of American Antique Furniture
by E. G. Miller, Vol. I, With or without arms.

Side Table: Tavern type or similar.
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Kitchen (Cont'd)

¥

Hanging Cupboard: Early 18th century.
Water Bench: Early 18th century.

Buckets, Yoke

Curtains: See attachment on textiles.
Spoon Holder: Early Dutch type if possible.

Candlebox: Wood or tin.

Wash tubs: The 1796 account of household furniture
lists one.

Andirons: Ore pair, iron.

Trammel: The 1796 account of household furniture lists
3 trammels.

Crane.
Bellows.

Milk Tubs: The 1796 account of household furniture
lists 4 milk tubs.

Butter Churn.
Assortment of kitchen utensils: The 1796 account of
household furniture lists "some iron ware small",

"2 sives', "one bake pan'.

Iron Kettles: The 1796 account of household furniture
lists k4.

Brass Kettles: The 1796 account of household furniture
lists one.

Stone Pots and Jugs: The 1796 account of household
furniture lists 4 stone pots and one jug.

Assortment of Pewterware.
Scale.

Coffee Mill.
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R
Kitchen (Cont'd)

* Frying Pans, Griddles, etc. The 1796 account of
household furniture lists 3 frying pans, 1
skillet, 1l griddle and one dripping pan.

* Dutch Oven.

* Tin Roasting Oven.

* Iron and Cooper Pots. The 1796 account of household
furniture lists 3.

Hall, Second Floor

* Chest: Painted, cl760-80.

* 2 Sconces: Tin or pewter, See illustration.

* Candlebox: Wood or tin.

* Small Table: Tripod type, to hold chamber candlesticks.
* Chair: Windsor, painted, c1780-85.

¥ 3 Candlesticks: Brass or pewter with saucer bottoms and
handles. See illustration.

Woven Carpet: See attachment on fldor coverings.

Master Bedroom

* 1 Double Bedstead: Pencil-post style, cl760-80.

* Bedhangings and Bed Spread: See attachment on textiles.
* Window Curtains: See attachment on textiles.

* Chest of Drawers: cl760-85.

*% Washstand: c1780-85. Similar to Nos. 1724-1728 in
American Antique Furniture by E. G. Miller, Vol. II,

page 859.

* Toilet China: For washstand.

Towels: One or two. See attachment on textiles.
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Master

Bedroom (Cont'd)

*

Small Table: Chippendale style, tripod, ¢1760-80.

Work Table: Sewing Table, cl1780-85.

Cendlesticks: One pair, brass, ¢1760-80.

Easy Chair: Chippendale or Hepplewhite style, Wing
Chair, ¢1760-85.

Blanket Chest: ¢l1760-85

2 Side Chairs: Early 18th century, rush seats, slat-
back, bannister-back or fiddle-back styles.

Dressing Glass: ¢cl760-85, similar to those on page 687
of E. G. Miller's American Antique Furniture, Vol. II.

Andirons: One pair, brass, cl760-85.
Fender: Brass, high wire type.
Fire Set: Brass, cl1780-85.

Copper Kettle: ¢1860-80. Two tea kettles are mentioned
in the 1796 account of household furniture.

Fire Screen: ¢1760-85.

Tripod Stand: Brass, for kettle, c1760-80.

Bible: Family Bible or one representing a family Bible.
Brides Box: ¢1780-85, similar to attached illustration.

Toys: One or two, for a child under eight years of age.
Boy.

Matting: Grass matting to cover floor. Modern manufactured
matting may be used if old matting cannot be found.
See attachment on floor coverings.

Woven Carpet: Modern reproduction may be used if old

carpet cannot be found. See attachment on floor
coverings.
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Guest Bedroom:

*2 Bedsteads; cl760-80. Curved testers. Similar to
attached illustration.

*Bed Hangings and Bed Spreads: ¢l780-85. See attachment
on textiles

¥Window Curtains: See attachment on textiles.
#%Chest of Drawers: ¢1780-85.

**Washstand: c1780y similar to Nos. 1724k-1728 in American
Antique Furniture by E.G.Miller, Vol. II, page 859.

*Toilet China: For washstand.
*¥Dressing Table: See attached illustration.

*Looking Glass: Hanging "Brides" mirror. See attached
illustration.

*Candlesticks: One pair, brass, cl760-80.
*Andirons: One pair, brass, cl760-80.
Fire Set: Brass, cl760-80.

Fireboard: cl1780-85.

*2 Side Chairs: Early 18th century style. Slat-back
or banister-back, rush seats.

1 Side Chair; Early 18th century Dutch style. Fiddle-
back, rush seat.

*¥Towels: One or two for washstand. See attachment on textiles.

*Bed Warmer: Brass, cl760-80.

Matting: Grass matting to cover floor. Modern manufactured

matting may be used if old matting cannot be found.
See attachment on floor coverings.

Woven Carpet: Modern reproduction may be used if old
carpeting cannot be found. For center of room.
See attachment on floor coverings.

¥ Trunk: Large, leather.

Gout Stool

Medicine bottle. Early examples excavated,

37



® Q

Philip's Room:

* Bedstead: Low post.
* Bed Spread: See attachment on textiles.
*¥ Wardrobe, Chest of Drawers or Blanket Chest: cl760-80.

*¥% Side Chair: Early 18th century, rush seat, slat or
banister-back type.

Matting: Grass matting to cover floor. Modern
manufactured matting mey be used if old matting'
cannot be found. See attachment on floor coverings.

¥ Venetian Blinds: Wooden slats, green. Modern manu-
factured blinds may be used.

Linen Closet or Store Room:

Discarded Cradle: cl1760-80.
# Household Linens, Blankets and bedding.

Band Boxes. One band box is listed in the 1796 account
of household furniture.

*% Boxes, Trunks. One trunk is listed in the 1796 account
of household furniture.

** Baskets. One willow basket is listed in the 1796 account
of household furniture.

Rolled up rugs and matting.
0dds and ends of old toys.
Broken Chair.

Medicine Chest. This is mentioned in the 1796 account
of household furniture.

Discarded spinning wheels, winders, etc.
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Cellar

Wine Bottles, Carboys, etc.
Barrels, Hogsheads, Tierces
Boxes, Chests, Vegetable Bins
Stock of Hardware.

Stock of window glass.

Stove Pots, Jugs, etc.

Linen Bags (filled with rock wool)
Tubs

Jugs and Pots

Baskets.
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FLOCR COVERINGS

The matter of floor coverings for the Schuyler House raises
several questions. Contemporary accounts and advertisements
describe the kind of coverings available but except for the
1796 inventory, no account has been found which indicates how
or to what extent General Schuyler and his son used such coverings

in their home.

The 1796 inventory lists one "carpet" yet recent architectural
investigations have disclosed the floors in the Schuyler House were
never finished. This, plus the fact that they show very little
signs of wear, seems to indicate a general use of floor coverings
throughout the house. Proceeding on this assumption we must assume
then that except for one carpet, the floor coverings were apparently

not worth mentioning in the inventory.

Whatever coverings were used they were either purchased new or
salvaged from family belongings sometime between 1777 and 1795. The
following newspaper advertisements help to document the type of

coverings available at this time:

Penna Gazette (1756)

"White and Lawrence, Upholsterers from London...
Makes up all sorts of upholstery work such as...

rugsS..."

Penna Packet (1760)
"Blanch White" This is a detailed 1list of

imported goods wnich includes "knitting needles”
"taylors shears''"bed side and table carpets....”

ATTACHMENT NUMBER 2




The Maryland Gazette (176k4)

"Alexander Stenhouse...And as he has engaged a
young man, compleatly bred to the different
Branches of Painting and Gilding...Likewise may
be had all Sorts of painted 0il Cloths for
Rooms Passages and Stairs, of various Sizes and
Patterns."

Penna Chronical (1771)

"John Mason, Has just imported in the ship
Warwick, Captain Davison, from Bristol, a neat
assortment of the sundry undermentioned articles,
wvhich are for sele, at his store in Front street,
near Market street, viz. The best Wilton
Carpeting, in the piece, best superfine Flanders
tickens..." ~

Penna Packet (1773)

"John Mason"...has just imported...from Bristol...
likewise a beautiful piece of floor carpeting,
with border suitable:..."

Penna Journal (1782)

"H. Taylor...N.B. All kinds of beds and window
curtains sophas and chairs, carpets...”

Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser (1783)

"Francis Partrige...upholsterer...Makes carpets
for Rooms..."

Penna Packet (1784)

"Just came to hand by the Brigantine Convention,
from Dublin, a large and elegant Assortment of
Paper Hangings for rooms, hair cloth for chair
bottoms, and painted oil cloth for enteries or
stairs..."”

I~



Charleston Evening Gazette (1785)
" Gidue...where he makes up all kinds of
drapery, bed furniture...plain carpets, also
carpets to any dimensions..."

South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser (1785)

"...He is now expecting a large assortment of
goods from Europe, and in the mean time purposes
to serve the public in the executive part of his
business, such as paper hanging in a superioxr
stile, meking up Beds, Window Curtains, Carpets,
Mattresses, etc."

Penna Packet (1795)

"Alder, C...(from Europe) and elegant and exten-
sive assortment of every article...a large quantity
of Brussels, Wilton and Ingrain Scotch Carpeting..."

Carpets, Carpetting and Rugs

Carpets or carpetting were machine woven and at this time
were being imported. The two terms generally referred to wall to
wall coverings. Rugs were either machine woven, hand sewn or woven
on a hand loom. They came in a variety of sizes short of room
size and were both imported and home made. Unfortunately, the
termé carpet and rug were used so interchangeably, it is often

difficult to know which is meant.

Carpets and rugs were undoubtedly the most expensive and
most treasured of floor coverings and for this reason were nearly

always mentioned in inventories.



0il Cloths

0il cloths, sometimes referred to as floor cloths, were
made of canvas heavily coated with paint. They were both imported
and home made and could be obtained in a veriety of sizes for rooms,
passageways and stairs. They were used to cover an entire floor or
& specific area. Such cloths were less expensive than carpets or
rugs but must have represented a sizeable investment as they are
often mentioned in household inventories. Unfortunately, almost

no 18th century specimens have survived.

Matting

Straw or rush floor matting is generally associated
with the Victorian era, but continuing research on this subject
indicates a wide popularity during the eighteenth century. Appar-
ently it was known by designations based on point of origin; that
is "China" or "Canton", "Dutch", "India", and "Russia". There
appears to have been quality designations also, for instances, the
term "Royal", is sometimes encountered. Trade cards reproduced

by Sir Ambrose Heal (The London Furniture Mekers from the Restoration

to the Victorien Era 1660 - 1840, London, 1953), furnish an

excellent introduction to this brief "documentary" and from that

authoritative work we submit the following excerpts:

Alexr. Wetherstone (1760-65)

"...Sells all sorts of floor Cloths,
Hair Cloths, List Carpets, Royal
& other Matting..."(pp.192,198)




Gerard Crowley (1768)

"...Matting and Floor Cloths..."(pp. 41, 43)

Nathaniel Hewitt (1768-T7T7)

"...Also Leather, Cane and Matted
Bottom Chairs..." (pp. 82, 84)

Thos. Hollinshed (1755)

"...Brooms, Baskets & Matts..." (pp.83,85)

In corresponding compendiums on American arts and crafts, matting
has been largely overlooked or ignored. A rare exception is the
reference appearing in the Boston Gazette for January 28, 1760,
offering "A handsome Floor Straw Carpet" at auction (George Francis

Dow, The Arts and Crafts in New England, 1704 - 1775, Topsfield, Mass,

1927, p. 167). Fortunately the records of George Washington shed
considerable light on this interesting subject, filling-in many

gaps in our knowledge, as is revealed below.

In May, 1759, Washington ordered "50 yards of best Floor
Matting" through Robert Cary of London (John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.),

The Writings of George Washington, Washington, 1931-LL, Vol. 2).

Philip Bell supplied this item the following August, setting forth
the description with prices as follows: "50 yds of ye best Royal

Matting yd wide 3/6/8" (Worthington Chauncey Ford (ed.), Inventory



of the Contents of Mouni Vernon, privately printed, 1909,

p.-XIV.). A number of years elapsed before Washington re-ordered
in July, 1772, viz: "30 yards of yard wide Floor Matt'g"
(Writings, Vol. 3). At the beginning of 1789, the General was
again on the market for another supply and had enlisted the
aid of Robert Morris. From Mount Vernon Washington wrote Morris
as follows:

Dear Sir: I pray you to receive my thanks

for your favor of the 5th. and for the

obliging attention which you have given to

the Floor matting from China. The latter

is not yet arrived at the Port of Alexandria...

(Writings, Vol. 30)

Matting was probably the least expensive of all floor

coverings and for this reason was useful for covering rough floors.

It was made in yard widths and could be purchased in both mat sizes

and by the yard.

0ld matting can be found today which probably dates from

the 19th century but indications are that it changed very little in

character during its long years of popularity until the latter part

of the 19th century when checked matting became the style.

Modern matting can be obtained which, although lighter in

weight, is similar in effect to old matting.

The floor coverings suggested in the attached furnishing

plan are recommended as representative of the period.



BEDSPREADS

The eighteenthwcentury bedspread is usually very large often
nine to twelve feet square, Many were made of simple homespun or
imported English, French or India printed or painted cottons and were
often not quilted., Others were hand decorated with embroidery or
applique, _

Plain Quilted Bedspreads = Often called Linsej-waolseys » thoase bedspreads

were also made of wool, glazed worsted and linen, They are composed of
two layers of fabric filled with a soft layer of carded wool held together
with quilting done with home spun linen thread.

The two sides are usually a different colore The top side was
often dyed dark blue, green or brown and the bottom side either natural
or yellow or buff, They may be found with cutout corners for the bed
postse

This is the type of bedspread which is recommended for the
Master Bedroome One which is blus on one side would be most appropriates

Crewel Embroldered Bedspreads « This bedspread was ofien made as part of

a set of bed furniture, including canopy or tester, curtains and some=
times a skirt, The design was produced with colored wools worked in
various stitches on a linen ground,

Chints Applique Bedspreads e These bedspreads were made of cotton or linen,

They were decorated, often quite elaborately, with designs cut from pieces
of chintze, They were lined and padded with a thin layer of carded cotton
or wool and euilted, This type of bedspread is especially appropriate for

the Guest Roome

ATTACEMENT Noe 3



All White Bedspreads e« White cotton bedspreads were made in a variety of

wayse Sonme were hand woven and embroidered in various stitches with
cotton roving or candlewickinge Similar to these embroidered spreads

are those made on a loome A cotton roving was raised in loops over a
wire to form the pattern on a background of plain cottone Quilted alle
white bedspreads are interlined with very thin cotton wadding and quilted
with very fine stitches, The pattern may be very elaborate and often
extra padding was introduced from the back after the quilting was comm
pleted in order to accent certain parts of the design, Most of these

all~white bedspreads are associated with the early ninteenth century,



ILLUSTRATIONS OF FURNISHINGS
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DROP LEAF « CHIPPENDALE STYLE
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SERVING TABLES, MARBLE TOPS « CHIPPENDALE STYIE
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BACKGAMMON TABLE



B
> atﬂmi g N

U PP o S i

PENCIL POST BEDSTEAD - CHIPPENDALE STYLE



E+
w0
=
m

AND

HANGINGS

CURVED TESTER « SHERATON STYLE

CHIPPENDALE STYLE



R

S
4*:_-_‘-":_:—‘—

e

oy

il

R
el i‘} b

4y
Bt ”4
i

{
s hdit G oot
Fptitab s

SIDEBOARD - HEPPLEWHITE STYLE

N R SO
T e R P ¥ - c ezl b - B ‘ :
rrerzren o= SN OORKTAN NG Y 1 . =

o X
‘-:‘.e:-;;i =
= S

(3

Cl e




¢

LOOKING GLASSES = CHIPPENDALE STYLE, FRETWORK DESIGN



CHIPPENDALE STYLE

SHERATON STYLE

DRESSING GIASSES



2

g Gl

PEE S
N

il A D, e i

d
3
f
S
3
o
8
s
[ |]
L
d
&

Two Dutch Kas from the Hudson Valley Region, c¢1700



PIANOS - SHERATON STYLE



GRANDFATHERS CLOCK = ¢1760=75



FIRE SCREENS

m
:
:
=
<
:
3
ay
3




‘‘‘‘‘‘

T

f

et

S i
5 :
1

-4

CELLARETS or WINE COOLERS:

HEPPIEWHITE STYLE



vl

s

i
i &

s L

L

KNIFE BOXES




HANGING IAMP!




TIN CANDLE SCONCES e 18th Century



Balt and Sieepte

Lrubie U en

Lemun Alorn

ANDIRONS - 18th Century

Dixmonrd and 1

QUEEN ANNE DUTCH TRIVET
¢L730



c1700-1800

CANDLESTICKS




. S
i
¢

VEyr At oy

FRANKLIN STOVE

Ty

CANDLE STANDS



DESIGNS FOR WINDOW AND BED HANGINGS

ATTACHMENT No. 5
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WINDOW HANGINGS - PARLOUR

Hangings made of silk damask im a yellew, gold or orange

coler -« whichsver blends best with the parlour wallpaper,
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WILDOW MANGINGS - DINIEG ROGH

Hengings made of linen, preferehly gresa te match the
wallpsper, Bdgss dound with plain greem binding,
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WINDGW HANGINGS - MASTER BEDROOM
Bangings are made of blue and white

g8hésksd linen to match bed hangings,

568 atteched 1llustration for design of
fabrie,



BED HANQINGS - MASTER BEDROM

Hangings are made of blue and white checked linen.
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HANGINGS FGR FIELD BEDS - QGUEST ROGM

Hangings are made of white dimity and finished with a white
‘tasseled er fringed edging.



WINDOS CURTAINS, GUEST ROM

Curtains are made ¢f white dimity with white tasseled or

fringed edgings,.



DRESSING TABLE

The skirt is made of white dimity gathered on
& narrow tape. The bottom is finished with a white
tasseled or fringed edging. The top ef the table is
covéred with white dimity also.
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